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September 7, 2000

To:  Sandra Thurman, Director, White House Office of National AIDS Policy
From: Paul Gaist

Re: State of California funds UCSD to conduct medicinal cannabls research
Sandy:

FY! - This is follow up to a call that came in to me while | was working for you at ONAP. Or.
Drew Mattison indicated that he had met with you in 1997 to talk about the HIV and medicinal
cannabis issue and said you were supportive of his interest in doing research in this area. In
August of this year, the State of California approved $9 million in funding to Dr. Igor, Dr.
Mattison and other researchers at UC San Diego to conduct medicinal cannabis

research and to competitively fund others to do this research as well. HIV/AIDS is identified
as one of the key research topics under this effort. | have a attached a briefing piece for
your reference.

In addition, with my assistance, Dr. Grant and other UCSD researchers met yesterday with
senior staff at the National Center for Complementary and Alternative Medicine (NCCAM), NiH.
Previously, they have met with NIDA/NIH staff and was scheduled to meet with others such as
Eric Goosby at HHS.

I have been in contact with the UCSD group and they indicated that in lieu of you being able to
meet with them, they would be pleased for me to provide this information to you.

That's it. | thou
would like

t ya@ should be informed on this development. Please let me know if you
oriywith Chery! to arrange any other follow up on this at this paint.

Paul (Gais Ph.D., M.P.H.
Health Scientist Administrator
Office of AIDS Research, NIH
Bldg. 2/ Room 4E-26

8000 Rockvilie Pike

Bethesda, Maryland 20892
Telephone:  301-402-3555
Fax: 301-496-4843
E-mail: gaistp@nih.gov



g9/v7/08 15:01 OFC AIDS RESEARCH/31-4CP6 > 92024562439 NO.346 PPRR3/665

:

For release: 11 a.m. Tuesday, August 29, 2000
Media Contacts: '
Leslie Franz, UCSD lfranz@ucsd.edu '
(619)543-6163

Jeff Sheehy, UCSF jsheehy@psg.ucsf,edu

(415) B597-Bl65 or (415) B845-1132

Center for Medicinal Cannabis Research
Established at University of California

A statewide, state-funded initiative to rigorously study the
gafety and
efficacy of medicinal cannabis to treat certain diseases is being
established at the University of Califormia. The Center for Medicinal
Cannabis Research (CMCR), headquartered at UCSD, will be a collaboracion
between UCSD and UCSF, two of the UC system's leading biomsdical research
campuses.
The CMCR will adminieter $3 million in first-year funding to support and
coordinate scientific research at universities and research centers
throughout California, assessing the use of cannabis as an alternative
for
treating specific medical conditions.
Funding cof the CMCR is tha raesult of SB847 (Vasconcellos), passed by the
State Legislature and signed into law by Governor Gray Davis in Octaber
1899. The legislation calls for a three-year program cverseeing
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objective,

high qualiry medieal research that will “Yenhance understanding of the
efficacy and adverse effects of marijuana as a pharmacological agent, "
stressing that the pProject “should not be construed as encouraging or

pharmaceutical use of medicinal cannabis. Califernia voters appreoved such
usa in 1996, byt exactly what role the substance shouyld Play in patient
care, and how it should be administered as a Pharmmaceutical agent, is
ambiguous because of the lack of definitive regearch, said Igor Grant,
M.D., profeasor of psychiatry at UCSD and director of the CMCR. Grant is
also executive vice chair of the department of psychiatry and director of

Co-directars of the CMCR are Donald Abrams, M.D., professor of medicine
at

UCSF; and J. Hampton Atkinson, M.D., professor of psychiatry, and Andrew
Mattison, Ph.D., associare clinical professor of Psychiatry and family
and

preventive medicine, bhoth of UCsD,

independent Scientific Review Board of national experts. Funding will be
awarded to support résearch focusing on digeages and conditions as
defined

in a report by the National Academy of Sciences/Institute of Medicine,
and

by 2 National Inastituytes of Health expert panel, according to Granc.

"The politics of medical marijuana are behind us as we bagin the

important
work of researching the safety and efficacy of medical marijuana, * gaid
Senator John Vasconcellos (D-Santa Clara). "The Narional Institutes of

Health and che Institutre of Medicine of the National Academy of Sciences
have independently callgd for further studies. Now, because of the
vision

of the Legislature. the Governor and ths University of California, the
issue of mediecal marijuana is properly in the hands of physicians and
resaarchers. ® _

T™he symptoms and conditions for which cannabis might be a useful
treatment

option include:
)  Severe appetite Suppressaion, weight loss and cachexia due to HIV
infection and other medical conditions;
- Chronic pain resulting from certain types of injuries and diseases such
as AIDS)
C;%‘L- Nausea associated with cancer and its treatment; and
Severe muscle Spaeticity causad by diseases guch as mulriple sclerosis.
“This is an important cpportunity to continue to evaluate the
therapeutic
potential of cannabig, * S3ld Abrams, a UCSF oncologist and AIDS experer
who -
has just completed the firsr clinical trial of inhaled marijuana in
partignts with BIV infection. “Tne findings frem our initial safety trial
Suggest that studies of the possible effectivenese of marijuana should pe
launched now. This State funding will allow that to happen Qickly so
that
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we may finally get some needed answers."
Support will be awarded on a competritive basis to thoge studijes
determined
to be of the highest scientific quality, with sStudies anticipated to
begin
as early as January 2001. Most of the studies are anticipated to be
patlient trisls, said Grant, though there is also interest ip funding some
basic research that hag direct relevance to understanding safety,
efficacy,
: and mechanisms of action of cannabis chemicals for the condictions in
| Question.

The cannabis to be used in the studies will be obtained from the National
Institute on Drug Abuse in accordance with procedures developed by the
Publie Health Service. Studies may also utilize alternative, non-smoked
preparationa of cannabis, as these become available through
pPharmaceutical

research and are approved for clinical trials by the appropriats
ragulatary

bodies.

L in addition to the Scientific Review Board that will provide independent
i review of research propasals, the CMCR leadership is appointing an

l Advisory
Board to provide input on how the CMCR can meet i1ts objectives in the
mostT
I scientifically sound, rasponsible and timely manner,
2 A
B cemcRa 1
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