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September 7, 2000

To; Sandra Thurman, Director. White House Office of National AIDS Poiicy 
From: Paul Gaist

Re; State of California funds UCSO to conduct medicinal cannabis research

Sandy;

FYI - This is follow up to a call that came in to me while I was working for you at ONAP. Dr. 
Drew Mattison indicated that he had met with you in 1997 to talk about the HIV and medicinal 
cannabis issue and said you were supportive of his interest in doing research in this area. In 
August of this year, the State of California approved $9 million in funding to Dr. Igor, Dr. 
Mattison and other researchers at UC San Diego to conduct medicinal cannabis 
research and to competitively fund others to do this research as well. HIV/AIDS is identified 
as one of the key research topics under this effort. I have a attached a briefing piece for 
your reference.

In addition, with my assistance. Dr. Grant and other UCSD researchers met yesterday with 
senior staff at the National Center for Complementary and Alternative Medicine (NCCAM), NIH. 
Previously, they have met with NIDA/NIH staff and was scheduled to meet with others such as 
Eric Goosby at HHS.

I have been in contact with the UCSD group and they indicated that in lieu of you being able to 
meet with them, they would be pleased for me to provide this information to you.

That’s it. I thoiight should be informed on this development. Please let me know if you 
would like^pud'^orWwith Cheryl to arrange any other follow up on this at this point.

- Paul<

Paul ^Gais^ Ph.D., M.P.H.

Health Scientist Administrator 
Office of AIDS Research, NIH 
Bldg. 2/ Room 4E-26 
9000 Rockville Pike 
Bethesda, Maryland 20892 
Telephone; 301-402-3555 
Fax: 301^96-4843
E-mail: gaistp@nih.gov
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For release: 11 a.m. Tuesday, August 29, 2000 
Media Contacts:
Leslie Franz, UCSD lfranz@uc3d.edu 
(619)543-6163
Jeff Sheahy, UCSF jsheehy0psg.ucaf.edu 
(415) 597-8165 or (415) 845-1132

Center for Medicinal Cannabis Research 
Established at University of California

A statewide, state-funded initiative to rigorously study the 
safety and
efficacy of medicinal cannabis to treat certain diseases is being 
established at the Uhiversity of California. The Center for Medicinal 
cannabis Research (CMCR), headquartered at UCSD, will be a collaboration 
between UCSD and UCSF, two of the UC system's leading biomedical research 
campuses.The CMCR will administer $3 million in first-year funding to support and 
coordinate acie:ntific research at universities and research centers 
throughout California, assessing the .use of cannabis as an alternative 
for
treating specific medical conditions.
Funding of the CMCR is the result of SB047 (Vaaconcellos), passed by the 
State Legislature and signed into law by Governor Gray Davis in October 
1999. The legislation calls for a three-year program overseeing

Prlncod for Drew Mattisou <amattisoD®ucsd.edu> 1
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Stressing that the project "should ^ Pha^cological agent,"
sanctioning the social or recreational encouraging or

for
Sae in approved such
care, and how it should be adminLtirSd as patienc
ambiguous because of the lack of definfr?^» Pharmaceutical agent, is 
M.D., professor of psyc^La^ry at Grant,
also executive vice^hair of^he SSrSfn? Grant is
UCSO’s HIV Neurobebavioral Research Center Psychiatry and director of

rectors of the CMCR are Donald Abrams; M.D., professor of medicine

gtiso“^ Ph.r^^°sccJ«r:?lnical

preventive medicine, both of UCSD,

independeSc®Scientific^RevSS^BoS°of SfcloSl^' reviewed by an
warded to support rosoarch focuaina on1i“:!SL*Sr=SndigSns"fs““

in^a report by the National Acadenv of Sciences/lnetituta of Medicine,

poU???a ISThfT"' « Grant,
important ““luai marijuana are behind us as we begin the
sSStoi ”ta°5ascS2cenorm!|a^ ?ffrar^ marijuana, • said
Health and che Institute of Medicine^of ih^ National Institutes of
hau^lnaependently cali.d o1

issua\f®Sdi?armrij'uaSriJ^properly^L^thrh^^d^ California, the 
researchers. ' ^ perly j.n the hands of physicians and

treatment conditions for which cannabis might be a useful
option include;
“^'=i?o*wa'^othe?“Scal°cindiiiOTs-°‘® =a=hexia due to HIV 

as “Suiting from certain iypea of injuries and diseases such

-This is aS T’" "" ™ltipl, sclerosis,
therapeutic pporcunity to continue to evaluate the
potential of camiabis, ■ said Abrams, a VCSF oncologist and AIDS expert

patients Sth^HIV^^fection' '^"Tha'tlndlnos f* marijuana in
suggest that studies of the'possibl^ ''tial
launched now. This state funding ""

PrlfUad far Drew Mattlson <aniaitison@ucsd.edu>
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deterwined'’®*''' “ a compsciclvs basis to those studies
beg^^ galley, with studies anticipated to

;^tr«^“a?rsird^sriit anticipated to be
^aic ^search that has direc?“Se5L*^l

cannabis chenicals for the conditions In

Institution nruihbui i„ iloldmciwiJi *“* plained from the National 
Public Health SeJyice. mi LsiutiSi“ft" i=y the
preparations of cannabis as non-smokedpharmaceutical iJecome available through
iilitori'^ trials by the appropriate

bodies.
iviiiiieslaih ioSsi“" ti'?Sci£fdei£ indepe™ient
Advisory fc^aaars, cne CMCR leadership is appointing an
^ard to provide input on how the CMCB can meet its obieccives in the
scientifically sound, responsible and timely manner.
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