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m
COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES • DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH SERVICES 

^ OFFICE OF AIDS PROGRAMS AND POLICY
600 S. Commonwcaltfi Avenue • Los Angeles CA 90005 

(213) 351-8000

November 12,1999 

TO:

Three pages via fax to 202/456-2439

Sandra ThurmaaDirector 
Office of National AIDS R

FROM; Gunther Freehill, Directoi
Public Affairs

RH: WORLD AIDS DAY
December 1,1999

-V/

Charles L. Henry asked tliat I provide you vvith a copy of the attached letter. As you know, the 
American Association for World Health is sponsoring its signature World AIDS Day event in 
Los Angeles County this year. The attached letter invites Vice President Gore to participate.

The event will be a breakfast meeting of approximately three hundred and fifty participants, 
including elected officials, business, civic and religious leaders, foundation executives, and 
directors of AIDS service organizations.

I hope that you can assist in securing the participation of Vice President Gore.

If you have any questions or need additional information, please call me at (213) 351-8340. 

GF:gf
F:\H0ME\GFREEHILLVW0RLD aids DAYVTHURMAN (GORE).DOC

c: Charles L. Henry

Enclosure
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AAWH

AMERICAN ASSOCIATION FOR WORLD HEALTH 
182S K Streel, N.W.< Suite 1208 • Washington, DC 20006 « Telephone 202>466-S883

November 5, 1999
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Dear Mr. Vice President:

i am writing to invite you to speak at the 1999 National World AIDS 
Day program, which will be held for the first time in Los Angeles this 
year. The breakfast and program will be held on World AIDS Day, 
December 1, at the Hyatt Regency Los Angeles, from 8:00 am to 
11:30 am.

We would be honored to have you speak to tite 300 guests, since 
your presence at this national program will reinforce the fact that 
AIDS is a high priority public health issue in the United States and, 
indeed, throughout the world. We are inviting a diverse audience 
from the greater Los Angeles community, representing public health, 
government, business, and healthcare professionals and AIDS Service 
Organizations, with a special focus on Hispanic, African American and 
faith communities.

As the US Committee to the World Health Organization, each year 
AAWH coordinates World AIDS Day in the United States, in 
conjunction with the US Department of Health and Human Services 
and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. I am pleased to 
enclose a copy of our latest publication for World AIDS Day, A/OS— 
End the Silence. Listen, Learn, Live! Over 55,000 of these resource 
books have been distributed to AIDS organizations,-all departments 
of health and education across the country, community-based 
organizations, schools and colleges, health care providers, prisons, 
corporations, faith-based groups and individuals interested in 
promoting awareness of HIV/AIOS prevention in rural and urban 
communities across the United States.

The theme of World AIDS Day this year is "AIDS—End the Silence. 
Listen, Learn, Live!" It specifically focuses on removing the stigma of 
AIDS and stimulating open communication about HIV/AIDS among 
all groups, especially among young adults under 25 years of age.

An idA:aU0Ml aad chukibb.»teuiM«Ad (giiACy. U« UA4N Stolan SO Kd) af >nlwii*l Rmhim Ce«e. *.««« pufpew 4 >e Inform «ir ArMHCM
iwi««nd cEullencn, jnJ to prcnfihen public MTpon <er »awluc» lod pi^arM ihM KMlni condUtom »orl(lw)^.

AAWH 4R ihc UJk CpnwnidfR fcf Wofid ##hI inf F#n AmvTiCflA HtAllh
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World AIDS Day provides an excellent opportunity to attraa national 
attention to the numerous health and social issues surrounding the 
epidemic- We are confident that the program will draw significant 
media attention.

We would be pleased and honored to have you participate in our 
World AIDS Day program. Please feel free to contact me personally 
with any questions at (202) 466-S883, I look forward to bearing from 
you soon to confirm your availability on the morning of December 1.

With warmest personal regards.

Richard L. Wittenbes^^/
President and Chief fiwuiive Officer

RLW/km

Enclosure: AIDS—End the S/tence. Listen, Learn, Livel book and 

poster

TOTRL P.03
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AAWH

AMERICAN ASSOCIATION FOR WORLD HEALTH
182S K Stffeet, N.W., Suite 1208 • Washington, DC 20006 • Telephone 202-466-5883

PRESIDENT PMMY CARTER 
Honorarjr chairman

LARRY SAUM
Chairman gf the Board

HERMAN M. ElLtS, MO, MPH
Vice-Chairman

RICHARD L. veiTTENBERC 
President and Chief Executive Officer

DENNIS f. KELLER 
General Counsel

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

ALFRED W. iRANN, MO
Professor pf Pediatrics 

Emory Universliy Schoof of Medicine 
Atlanta, Georgia

LUCINDA EVSTER LONG 
Assisiani vice President 

Global Public Policy 
Wyelh-Aycrsl labor.Moritrs 

S). Davids. Pbitiisylvania

Fax Cover Sheet

date: November 18,1999

to: Sandra Thurman
Office of AIDS National Policy

fax: 202-456-2439

from: Richard L. Wittenberg, President and CE' 
American Association for World Health

phone: (202) 466-5883 
fax: (202) 466-5896

Total number of pages (including this page): 3

DANIEL J. MCINTYRE 
Vice President 

Public Policy and Cornmunicailons 
Bayer Corporation, Pharmaceulical Div.

West Haven, Coni'veciicui

DAVID MOREY 
President 

Arrseriprint, Inc. 
Vienrta, Virginia

JOSEPH L. MOTTER 
Vice President 

Macro Imernaiional 
Calvcnon, Maryiand

MARJORIE P. POLLACK, MO 
International Health Consultant 

Brooklyn, New York

ELISABETH A.SQUECLIA
Attorney 

Brickpr i Eckler 
Columbus, Ohio

// there are any problems with this transmission, please contact 
AAWH
♦ ♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦

Comments

Attached is a letter of invitation for Secretary Riley for this year's 
World AIDS Day program. We faxed a letter to him and will be 
sending a copy of our World AIDS Day Resource Booklet by courier 
tomorrow. Thank you for your help.

CYNTHIA EKBERG TSAI 
Chairman and Otief Executive Officer 

HeallhQuesi I 
New Vork, New York
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AMERICAN ASSOCIATION FOR WORLD HEALTH
1 825 K Street, N.W., Suite 1208 • Washington, DC 20006 • Telephone 202-466-5883

AAWH
PRESIDENT KMMY CARTER 

Honorary C^^oirrriun

November 18, 1999

URRY BAUM
Gi<iiinijri «.irihu Doard

HERMANM.ELLIS,Mp,mph Hoh. RicHard Riley
Secretary

RICHARDL.wmiNBERc U.S. Department of Education
President and Otief htecutivc Otiicer ^nn t ■ j a r-i a , r/-^ri -»a,400 Maryland Avenue, SW, FOB-6, Room 7W301 

DENNIS F. KELLER Washingtoo, DC 20202-0498
tjciwrul Counsel ®

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

ALFRED W. BRANN, MD 
Professor of Pedi.strics 

Emory University School of Medicine 
Allanli, CcorBia

LUONDA EYSTER LONC 
Assistant Vice President 

ClntMl Public Policy 
Wycth-Ayerst Laboratories 

Si. Davids. Pcr»r»sylvania

DANIEL J. MCINIYRE
Vice President 

Public Policy and Conimuriicaliuiu 
Bayci Corporation. Pharmaceutical Div.

West H,ivcn, Connecticut

DAVID MOREYPrrsidenr 
Ameriprini, Inc. 
Vienna, Virginia

lOSEPH L MOTTER 
Vice President 

Macro International 
Calvetitjn, Maryland

MARIORIE P. POLLACK, MD 
International Health Consuliani 

Bnmklyri, New York

ELISABETH A. SQUECLIA 
Attorney 

Brickei' & Ecklnr 
Columbus. Ohio

CYNTHIA EKBERG TSAI
Chairrnan and Cliief Execulive Offirnr 

HealthQuest I 
New York, New York

Dear Secretary Riley;

I am writing to invite you to speak at the 1999 National World AIDS 
Day program, which will be held for the first time in Los Angeles this 
year. The breakfast and program will be held on World AIDS Day, 
December 1, at the Hyatt Regency Los Angeles, from 8:00 am to 
11:30 am.

We would be honored to have you speak to the 300 guests, since 
your presence at this national program will reinforce the fact that 
educating people about HIV/AIDS is an important issue throughout 
the United States and, indeed, throughout the world.

We are inviting a diverse audience from the greater Los Angeles 
community, representing public health, government, business, and 
healthcare professionals and AIDS Service Organizations, with a 
special focus on Hispanic, African American and faith communities.

The theme of World AIDS Day this year is "AIDS—End the Silence. 
Listen, Learn, Livel" It specifically focuses on educating and 
stimulating open communication about HIV/AIDS among all groups, 
especially among young adults under 25 years of age.

As the US Committee to the World Health Organization, each year 
AAWH coordinates World AIDS Day, in conjunction with the US 
Department of Health and Human Services and Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention.

I am pleased to enclose a copy of our latest publication for World 
AIDS Day, AIDS—End the Silence. Listen, Learn, Livel Over 55,000 
of these resource books have been distributed to AIDS organizations, 
all departments of health and education across the country, 
community-based organizations, schools and colleges, health care

An cduLdlianal and charitable, non-profit, non-govtmmcnul aRcrcy, Ux exempt under Section 50t(c)Jof the Imernal Kevemie (lixlr, wIhjsc purpose is to inform the American people 
jUujr Kealth issues aod challenges, and to sirencllteii public suppuri inr jciiviiios *incl nroerams that improve health conditions vrorUiwidR.
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providers, prisons, corporations, faith-based groups and individuals 
interested in promoting awareness of HIV/AIDS prevention in rural 
and urban communities across the United States.

World AIDS Day provides an excellent opportunity to attract national 
attention to the numerous health and social issues surrounding the 
epidemic. We are confident that the program will draw significant 
media attention.

We would be pleased and honored to have you participate in our 
World AIDS Day program. Please feel free to contact me personally 
with any questions at (202) 466-5883. I look forward to hearing from 
you soon to confirm your availability on the morning of December 1.

With warmest personal regards.

Richard L. Wittei 
President and Cti

RLW/km

Executive Officer

Enclosure: AIDS—End the Silence. Listen, Learn, Live! book and 

poster

XC: Sandra Thurman
Director
White House Office of National AIDS Policy
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AAWH June 24, 1999

PRESIDENT IIMMY CARTER
Honorary Chairman

LARRY BAUM
Chairman of (he Board

HERMAN M. ELLIS, M.D., M.P.H.
Vice-Chairman of the Board

RICHARD L. WITTENBERG
President and Chief Executive Officer

DENNIS F. KELLER
General Counsel

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

ALFRED W. BRANN, M.D.
Professor of Pediatrics 

Emory University School of Medicine 
Atlanta, Georgia

LUCINDA EYSTER LONG
Director of Public Policy 

Wyeth-Ayerst Laboratories 
St. Davids, Pennsylvania

DANIEL I. MCINTYRE
Vice President 

Public Policy and Communications 
Bayer Corporation, Pharmaceutical Div.

West Haven, Connecticut

DAVID MOREY
President 

Ameriprint, Inc. 
Vienna, Virginia

JOSEPH L. MOTTER
Vice President 

Macro International 
Calverton, Maryland

Sandra Thurman 
Director
Office of National AIDS Policy 
736 Jackson Place, NW 
Washington, DC 20503

Dear Sandy:

On behalf of the 1999 World AIDS Day Advisory Committee, I am writing to 
request a letter from President Clinton to include in the American Association for 
World Health's (AAWH) World AIDS Day Resource Booklet. The President's 
letter has been on the opening pages of the Resource Booklets since 1994 and has 
demonstrated the Clinton Administration's concern about the health risks posed 
to our citizens and all of the citizens of the world by the HIV/AIDS pandemic.

The American Association for World Health would like to receive the President's 
letter no later than July 30,1999, so that we could include it in the Resource 
Booklet, which will go to press in early August.

World AIDS Day is the only international endeavor of coordinated action 
against HIV/AIDS. World AIDS Day serves to strengthen global efforts in the 
fight against HIV/AIDS and enhances community support for HIV/AIDS 
programs. These programs assist in the development of sympathetic and 
respectful attitudes towards people with HIV/AIDS living in our communities.

Because AIDS is a major global challenge, AAWH suggests that President 
Clinton consider the following:

(1) Challenge the world to end AIDS.

(2) Corrunit the United States to lead a global effort to lessen, reverse, and 
ultimately end the AIDS pandemic.

(3) Re-energize the U.S. effort to develop AIDS vaccines and therapeutics and 
to make these widely available to peoples of all nations.

The 1999 World AIDS Day theme is as follows:

MARJORIE POLLACK, MD
International Health Consultant 

Brooklyn, New York

ELISABETH A. SQUEGLIA, J.D
Bricker & Eckler 

Columbus, Ohio

CYNTHIA EKBERG TSAI
chairman and Chief Executive Officer 

HealthQuest I 
New York, New York

AIDS-End the Silence 
Listen, Learn, Live!

The focus is on communication. A special emphasis has been placed on 
young people through 24 years of age without losing sight of the fact that 
HIV/AIDS affects everyone.

The 1999 World AIDS Day initiative intends to build on the activities and 
awareness created in preceding years by turning the world's attention more

An educational and charitable, non-profit, non-governmental agency, tax exempt under Section 501 (c)3 of the Internal Revenue Code, whose purpose is to inform the American people 
about world health issues and challenges, and to strengthen public support for activities and programs that improve health conditions worldwide.

AAWH serves as the U.S. Committee for the World Health Organization and the Pan American Health Organization.



broadly to communication. Dr. Peter Piot, Executive Director of the Joint United 
Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS), stated: "A big part of the answer 
is that adults spend too much time telling young people what to do without 
listening to what they need: affection, close bonds with adults, and education 
about healthy sexuality. In addition, we must speak out and loudly challenge the 
violence, poverty and discrimination that create huge reservoirs of HIV risk in 
young lives."

• Talking about AIDS is part of taking action. Opening up a shared dialogue 
about HFV/AIDS serves to not only reduce the risks for HIV-negahve 
individuals but also works to reduce the stigma directed toward people living 
with HIV/AIDS.

• The false perception that the United States will soon win the battle against 
AIDS, which has been fueled by new advances in protease inhibitor 
treatment, must be addressed through re-energized and re-invented local and 
national initiatives. The changing demographics of the pandemic require 
increased awareness of HIV/AIDS prevention and treatment in rural 
communities; among children, adolescents and young adults; within African 
American, Latino and Native American communities; among women; and 
within prison and correctional facilities.

In addition, AAWH would like to confirm, as we have in previous years, when 
the White House lights will be dimmed on World AIDS Day so that we can 
announce it in the booklet. The following language was used in last year's 
booklet:

Join our nation's capital in a unified observance 
of World AIDS Day

On December 1, as in years past, the White House is planning to dim its 
lights for fifteen minutes from 7:45 to 8:00 p.m. (eastern standard time) to 
commemorate World AIDS Day and to offer a tribute to those infected and 
affected by HIV/AIDS. Villages, towns and cities across the country are 
encouraged to join the White House in dimnaing their lights as a visual 
demonstration expressing the worldwide commitment to stop the spread of 
HIV/AIDS.

Enclosed are a copy of President Clinton's letter from last year for reference and 
global statistics provided by UNAIDS.

Thank you for your cooperation.

With warme^ personal regards.

Richard L. Wittenberj 
President and Chief/£ «4cutive Officer

Enclosures



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

WORLD AIDS DAY, 1998

Warm greetings to all those around the world observing the 
11th annual World AIDS Day. On this day each year, we are called 
to unite in the memory of those who have lost their lives to AIDS 
and in support of all those who every day fight this terrible disease.

Although we are greatly encouraged by the recent progress in 
treating HIV and AIDS, this epidemic is far from over. With an 
increasing number of people worldwide now living with HIV and AIDS, 
the global community faces major challenges in guaranteeing that those 
infected will be able to obtain vital health care services and life­
saving drugs. With nearly six million new infections every year, we 
must recognize that many, particularly in the developing world, will 
not have access to the new progressive drug therapies that dramatically 
improve the quality of life for those living with HIV and AIDS.

Developing a vaccine for HIV is crucial to ending this disease 
and ensuring a healthy future for our children. I am pleased that the 
global community has joined together in making the development of an 
HIV vaccine a top international priority. Within the next decade, we 
hope to have the means to stop this deadly virus. But until we reach 
that day, we must remain strong in our crusade to prevent the spread 
of the disease and to care for those living with AIDS. We must 
strengthen our efforts to educate young people about HIV and AIDS and 
make available to them, and others at high risk, effective prevention 
programs.

This year's World AIDS Day theme, "Be A Force For Change," is 
a reminder that each of us -- especially our young people -- has the 
opportunity to reduce the spread of HIV and AIDS around the world.
Our youth are faced with many challenges today, including drugs and 
alcohol, experimentation with sex, possible sexual exploitation, and 
lack of access to care and services, and these factors are often most 
severe for young women. As the rate of HIV infection continues to rise 
among young people aged 15-24, it is vital that we impart to them the 
seriousness of the epidemic and give them the knowledge they need to 
avoid infection.

t

As we observe World AIDS Day 1998, I urge you to recommit your­
selves to the battle against HIV and AIDS. Our future, and that of 
the world's children, depends on the strength of our resolve today.

1. ^



AIDS epidemic update—December 1998 Page 1

Global summary of the HIV/AIDS epidemic, 
December 1998

People newly infected with HIV in 1998 Total
Adults

Women
Children <15 years

No. of people living with HIV/AIDS Total
Adults

Women
Children <15 years

AIDS deaths in 1998 Total
Adults

Women
Children <15 years

Total no. of AIDS deaths since the 
beginning of the epidemic

Total
Adults

Women
Children <15 years

5.8 million
5.2 million 
2.1 million 

590 000

33.4 million
32.2 million 
13.8 million 

1.2 milhon

2.5 million
2.0 million 

900 000 
510 000

13.9 million
10.7 million 
4.7 million 
3.2 million
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mAAWH
American Association for World Health

1825 K Street NW, Suite 1208 • Washington, DC 20006
(202) 466-5883 Telephone • (202) 466-5896 FAX

Fax Cover Sheet

rizijinn-

Pages including cover sheet: 3

Date; 8/18/99

To; Cheryl Bauerle
White House Office of National AIDS Policy

Phone: (202)-456-2959
FAX: (202) 456-2439

From: Karen Moran, Program Director
Phone: 202-466-5883
FAX: 202.466-5896

Cheryl—

These pages are sent for your review, per Jason Franklin's request. They appear in the 1999 
World AIDS Day resource booklet—over 60,000 of which will be distributed across the 
country to state and local departments of health and education, as well as to a large 
network of healthcare institutions, private organizations, businesses, etc.

See the quote from Sandy Thurman on the inside front cover of the book and the 
paragraph "The nation responds," which appears in the AIDS in the US section, on page 

10.
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The two photos above were taken by Photographer 
Carolyn Jones, New York.

The photo at top right was taken in sub-Saharan Africa 
by Michael Iskowitz.

The photo at the right was taken by Loel Poor 
(lpoor0aol.com.) Loei Poor exhibits can be found at 
WWW.thebody.com.
All photos reproduced with permission.
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WHY WE SHOULD CARE

Disparities in HIV care
While most people infected wilJi HIV in the US have good 
access to care, a recent study suggests that disparities in 
access and quality of care exist in some populations, 
including the foilowing;

Pti

♦ African Americans

♦ Latinos / Hispanics

♦ Women

♦ The uninsured

♦ The Medicaid insured

These disparities iiklLLLIi ji'ill Lttfs reflected
in infrequent office visits, increased hospitalizations and an 
increased risk of not receiving potentially life-saving med­
ications. Disparities among disadvantaged populations sug­
gest dial a person’s insurance status (that is, whether the 
person is insured or uninsured) contributes to differences in 

receiving care.

The stigma
The stigma that still surrounds HIV/AIDS causes many peo- 
pie to worry that they would suffer discrimination if their 
HIV-positive status became known. Prevailing attitudes 
concerning people with HIV/AIDS often center around the 
myths that only gay men and drug users can contract HIV.

An AIDS home care worker provides health care and emo­
tional support. PAHO/WHO photo by M. Halamandaris, 

---------------- GA^ Magazine.
The truth is that anyone can be at risk of HIV/AIDS if they 
engage in higher risk behaviors. The goal is to create an 
environment in which children and adults with HIV or 
AIDS can live free from discrimination. To overcome peo­
ple's ignorance and misconceptions about HIV/AIDS, 
greater awareness and communication are essential.

Still no cure
Vaccines are ihe most cost-effective medical intervention 
for preventing disease and death. While an AIDS vaccine 
has not yet been developed, several vaccines and new 
drugs currently under development show promise. Current 
drug therapies can prolong life and alleviate symptoms, but 
they do not cure AIDS, and not everyone benefits from 
them. While dedicated researchers, physicians, health 
workers and community activists around the world are 
working hard to find a cure, HIV/AIDS remains one of the 
most devastating epidemics in modern history.

The nation responds
Countless community and national HIV/AIDS oiganiza- 
tions have worked to draw attention to the AIDS epidemic 
in the US. In response to their sustained efforts over the last 
decade and the alarming statistics about the growing crisis, 
the federal government and many suite governments have 
increased financial resources for HIV/AIDS. In 1998, the 
President and the Congressional Black Caucus announced 
a new initiative to invest $156 million to improve the pre­
vention and treatment of HIV/AIDS in African-American 
and other minority communities. In 1999, the White House

------------------ Office of National AIDS Policy announced a new $100
Homelessness, poverty, lack of access to health care and rnillion initiative to address the AIDS crisis in Africa. While 
lack of health insurance often prevent HIV-positive^ople improved, much still remains to be done, espe-

ci.nyln.h»,ea„H,Vp.ve.ion.

---------------------------------------------------- AAWH • World AIDS bay 1999 • AIDS—End the Silence. Listen. Learn, Live!
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AMERICAN ASSOCIATION FOR WORLD HEALTH
1825 K Street, N.W., Suite 1208« Washington, OG 20006 • Telephone 202-466-5883
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1':;:;^ges including cover sheet:

Date: 4/26/00
:'vV

lb: Sandra L. Thurman ' -r'" ' ’
Director, Office of National AIDS Policy

Fax: 202-456-2438

V'.
From: Richard L. Wittenberg, President aihd CEO

Phone: 202-466-5883 Fax: 202^66-5896

RE: World AIDS Day Advisory Committee Meeting

If you have any problems with this transrnissiqn, please call 202.466.5883

■ :v ■, ; please join u$ for a continental breakfast and: a meeting on Tuesday May 9, for the first meeting of the 
^' Wor\d AIDS Day 2000 National Advisory Committee. You are invited to provide direction on the devel­

opment of the resource booklet and assist in coordinating World AIDS Day. We'll meet from 8:30 to 
T2:00 pm.

To continue the success of World AIDS Day> we heed yo guidarice as a member of the Advisory 
Committee:

Tuesday May 9/2000 
8:30 am to 12:00: pm 
1801 K Street, NW, 4th Floor 
Washington, DC 20006
(At law offices of Arter & Hadden; 
4th floor conference rooms.
Take K St. elevators)

Please RSVP by Thursday May 4, 2000 to 202-466-5883.

We appreciate your interest in World AIDS Day and look forward to seeing you on May 9,


