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United States Department of State
Foreign Service Institute

National Foreign Affairs Training Center 
4000 Arlington Boulevard 
Arlington, Virginia 22204-1500

November 30, 1999

Ms. Sandra L. Thurman 
Director
Office of National AIDS Policy 
736 Jackson Place 
Washington, D. C. 20503

Dear Ms. Thurman:

On behalf of the 42'^'^ Senior Seminar, I want to 
thank you for taking time out of your busy schedule 
to meet with us November 8th at the White House. Your 
presentation underscored the scope and seriousness of 
the problems we face - as a nation and a member of the 
international community - as a result of the HIV/AIDS 
epidemic. Your determination and commitment in leading 
U.S. efforts to meet the many challenges inherent in 
this crisis impressed us all. You have our admiration 
and our best wishes in your important task.

With warm regards, I am

Sincerely,

Ambassador Aurelia E. B^aaeal
Dean

THE SENIOR SEMINAR Tel. (703) 302-7178 
RoomE-4114 FAX: (703)302-7181
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United States Department of State
Foreign Service Institute

National Foreign Affairs Training Center 
4000 Arlington Boulevard 
Arlington, Virginia 22204-1500

October 8, 1999

Dear Sandy:

Thank you so much for agreeing to meet with my leadership 
class and speak to us on the very important issue of 
HIV/AIDS. I wanted my classmates to get a better 
understanding of this important health issue and its 
devastating affects on every single aspect of society.
There is no one, in my view, better able to convey the 
seriousness on this issue than you. Your passion and 
commitment are the things that I admire the most. They 
translates to the people you are talking to and convey, 
along with the devastating statistics, just how critical it 
is for the world community to combat this disease.

Attached is the course mission statement for the Senior 
Seminar and participant roster. The 30 participants in the 
program have been selected as the next wave of senior 
executives by their government agencies for the 21®*^
Century. Dean and Associate Dean, Ambassador Brazeal and 
Mr. Wells also will accompany the group. The key goals of 
the course are to ensure that we, as future leaders, better 
understand the values that shape our country and expand our 
knowledge of key policy issues, such as HIV/AIDS.

Ben Johnson is organizing a briefing for the group on 
several issues on November 8 from 10:30 - 12:30pm in the 
Roosevelt Room. Mickey Ibarra has agreed to participate, 
and we would like to know if you are available during that 
timeframe to also brief the group. Ben would begin 
followed by Mickey, and you, if you are available. I truly 
appreciate your time and consideration to do this.

c

S,>frc]erely,

Robin Sanders
Former NSC Africa Director

I'HE SENIOR SEMINAR Tel. (703) 302-7178 
Room E-4114 FAX: (703) 302-7181
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United States Department of State
Foreign Service Instilute

Nalional Foreign AJfairs Training Center 
4000 Arlington Boulevard 
Arlington. Virginia 22204-1500 

CURRICULUM CONCPIPT

MISSION OF THE SENIOR SEMINAR

The mission of the Seminar is to ensure that its participants:

Enhance their leadership and executive skills 
in preparation for top-level assignments 
abroad and in the United States;

Know and reflect the values and ideas which 
shape our country, broadening their comprehen­
sion of current domestic issues and the insti­
tutions that protect and influence the nation's 
agenda;

Understand how domestic priorities and values 
influence the shaping of a viable foreign 
policy and national security policy;

Develop an appreciation of the role of the 
different foreign affairs agencies,the Congress 
and state and local entities, seeking to 
improve overall coopration and coordination.

THE SENIOR SEMINAR Tel. (703) 302-7178 
Room E-4114 FAX: (703) 302-7181
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