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To: Ms. Maria Echaveste

From: David Beckmann
Date: October 13,2000
Re: Letter from Religious Leaders

Attached is a letter to President Clinton from 25 religious leaders across the country. 
The letter urges the President to restore food stamp benefits to legal immigrants.

We have also delivered a copy of this letter to the White House.

Bread for the World / Bread for the World Institute

50 F Street, Suite 500 

Washington, DC 20001 -1505 

Phone: 202-639-9400 

Fax: 202-639-9401
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^^WJten an alien resides u>iih you in your lanJ, you shall t$oi oppress the alioH. The alien U)ho 
resides with you shall be to you as the citizen among you; you shall love the alien as yourself, 
for you were aliens in the land of Egypt: I am the Lord your God."

Leviticus 19:33-34

October 13, 2000

President William J. Clinton 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mr. President:

As this congressional term nears its end, we ask you to make restoration of food stamp eligibility 
for low-income legal immigrants a top priority for your Administration. As people of faith, we 
deeply believe that legal immigrants should have the same access to the Food Stamp Program as 
citizens of our country.

Outrage for the plight of people living in poverty and concern for the powerless are central 
themes in our religious traditions. God cares deeply for the needy. We are a richly blessed 
nation. Yet, despite the booming economy, despite all that religious communities and charities 
do to end hunger, 31 million people in the United States still live in households that struggle with 
hunger. The persistence of widespread hunger in this country is immoral and is a serious 
challenge for both our government and the faith communities.

At a time of great prosperity, the United States should devote some of its wealth to strengthen the 
nation’s number one defense against hunger - the federal Food Stamp Program. Congress is 
poised to pass two of three food stamp provisions included in the bipartisan Hunger Relief Act 
(S. 1805/H.R. 3192) as part of the Agriculture Appropriations conference report. For this we are 
deeply grateful. A full food stamp restoration for legal immigrants is not among the Hunger 
Relief Act provisions included in the agriculture spending bill. Low-income legal immigrants 
work hard and pay taxes alongside U.S. citizens. They deserve our attention, especially when 
they are struggling to meet such a basic need of food.

Recently released USDA statistics show that immigrant participation in the federal Food Stamp 
Program fell drastically between 1994 and 1998. The largest decline by far was among lawful 
permanent resident immigrants, whose participation in the Food Stamp Program went down by
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83 percent. Even more alarming was a 75 percent drop in the participation of U.S. bom children
of legal immigrants.

Mr. President, we need your leadership on this most vital issue. When you signed the welfare 
bill, you acknowledged that the cuts in benefits to legal immigrants were too extreme. Your 
budget this year does include funding for a partial restoration. Now is the time to right this 
wirong and ensure that low-income legal immigrants who fall on hard times do not go hungry.

Faithfully,

The Rev. H. George Anderson
Presiding Bishop
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

The Rev. David Beckmann
President
Bread for the World

The Most Rev. Joseph A. Fiorenza
Bishop of Galveston-Houston
President, United States Catholic Conference

The Rev. Wesley Granberg-Michaeison
General Secretary 
Reformed Church in America

The Rev. Peter Borgdorff
Executive Director of Ministries 
Christian Reformed Church

Dr. Clive Calver
President 
World Relief

Dr. Leonard Cole
Chairman
Jewish Council for Public Affairs

Neil Greenbaum, Esq.
President
Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society

The Most Rev. Frank T. Griswold
Presiding Bishop and Primate 
Episcopal Church USA

Rabbi Kenneth N. Hain
President
Rabbinical Council of America

Ralston H. Deffenbaugh Jr.
President
Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service

Rabbi Steven M. Dworken
Executive Vice President 
Rabbinical Coimcil of America

Rabbi Jerome M. Epstein
Executive Vice President
United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism

Fr. Fred Kammer, SJ 
President
Catholic Charities USA

The Rev. Clifton Kirkpatrick
Stated Clerk of the General Assembly 
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)

Rabbi Charles Kroloff
President
Central Conference of American Rabbis
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Rabbi Eugeue H. Levy
Congregation B’nai Israel, Little Rock, AR

Joanne Negstad
President/CEO
Lutheran Services in America

The Rev. Jos^ Ortiz
Executive Director
Mennonite Central Committee U.S.

Rabbi David Saperstein
Director
Religious Action Center of Reform Judaism

Rabbi Arthur Schneier
Senior Rabbi, Park East Synagogue, and 
President, Appeal of Conscience Foundation

Dryan Sickbert 
Executive Director
Council for Health and Human Service 
Ministries, United Church of Christ

The Rev. John Thomas
General Minister and President 
United Church of Christ

Rabbi Eric H. Yoffie
President
Union of American Hebrew Congregations

Rabbi Sheldon Zimmerman
President
Hebrew-Union College, Jewish Institute of 
Religion

cc: The Honorable Dan Glickman
John Podesta 
Jacob Lew 
Maria Echaveste 
Gene Sperling 
Barbara Chow 
Maureen Shea



September 6, 2000

Dear Senator:

The undersigned hospital organizations urge you to enact the “Immigrant 
Children’s Health Improvement Act of 2000” (S. 1227), originally cosponsored by 
Senators McCain (R-AZ), Graham (D-FL), Mack (F-FL), Moynihan (D-NY), Jeffords 
(R-VT), and the late John Chafee (R-RI). The Act would give states the option to 
provide benefits under Medicaid and/or the State Children’s Health Insurance Program 
(SCHfP) to immigrant children and pregnant women who are lawfully present in the 
U.S., but who arrived after the welfare reform bill’s August 22, 1996 cut-off for receipt 
of public benefits.

As hospital organizations, the undersigned represent a broad spectrum of 
providers who deliver important healthcare seiwices such as prenatal care to hundreds of 
thousands of lawfully present but uninsured immigrant women and children annually. 
Because legal immigrants frequently lack comprehensive health insurance coverage, 
these services are often provided free of charge or in a costly emergency care setting. 
Until Congress takes action to address the arbitrary cut-off date for legal immigrants to 
receive public benefits such as Medicaid and SCHIP, caring for legal immigrants will 
continue to add to the uncompensated care burden already faced by many hospitals across 
the country. Without Medicaid or SCHIP coverage, legal immigrants may delay seeking 
care until their eonditions are more eostly to treat. In addition, they could pose a public 
health risk to their communities if they delay seeking care for communicable diseases.

Swift enactment of this legislation is a priority for the undersigned organizations 
and would further the Congress’ efforts to provide important fiscal relief for America’s 
hospitals. We urge your support for this Act and for the important public health services 
that it would help provide to pregnant women and children who are lawfully present in 
our country.

If you have any questions regarding this letter, please feel free to contact any of 
the organizations below or Charles Luband, National Association of Public Hospitals & 
Health Systems, at 202-624-7215.

Sincerely,

American Hospital Association
Association of American Medical Colleges
Catholic Health Association of the United States
Federation of American Hospitals
National Association of Children’s Hospitals
National Association of Public Hospitals & Health Systems
Premier, Inc.
VHA Inc.



May 23, 2000

vement

Dear Representative;

The undersigned organizations urge you to cosponsor the "Immigrant Children's Health Impro 
Act. which cvill shonly be introduced in the House by Rep. Diaz-Balan (R-FL).

This legislation would give states the opnon to provide health coverage to lawfully present children and 
fto™T?'S?Pi'"w State Child Health Insurance

SL?to‘cSer:Lra::^^X':^rei^''' -
We believe it is a mistake to deny states the ability to provide Medicaid or CHIP to legal immigrant

a policy will mevitably mean that some children 
lop health complicanons that could have been prevented. In addirion to causing needless suffering

of inadequate health care services can prevent children from making a full econom’ic 
conmbution as they grow mto adulthood. Confusion about who is eligible has also proven to be a senous 
bamer to successful outreach efforts to enroll eligible children in the Medicaid and CHIP programs.

Similarly, we believe it is arbitrary to deny needed prenatal care to lawfully present pregnant women

rdg“2i cs“d" of

For all of these reasons, we urge you to cosponsor the "Immigrant Children's Health Improvement Act " 
e oeheve this legislanon vvill be ot great help in addressmg the health concerns that lawfrillv present 

immigrant children and their families tace.

Sincerely,

National Organization.s
-•\Iliance for Children and Families
.American .Academy of Pediatncs
.Amencan .Association on Mental Retardanon
.American College ot Nurses-Midwives
.American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists
.American College ot Osteopathic Pediatricians
.Amencan Dental Hygienists' .Association
.Amencan Federation of State, County and .Municipal Employees
.Amencan Hospital .Association
.American Network of Community Options and Resources
.American Psychiatnc .Association
.American Psychological Association
.Amencan Public Health .Association
-Arab .Amencan Institute
-Ascension Health
Asian & Pacific Islander .Amencan Health Forum



Asian Pacific Amencan Labor Alliance, AFL-CIO 
Association of .\mencan Medical Colleges 
Association of Jewish Family and Children’s .Agencies 
Association ot Maternal and Child Health Programs 
Bon Secours Health System, Inc.
Cambodian Association of ,A.menca
Carondelet Health System
Catholic Charities USA
Catholic Health ,\ssociation
Catholic Health Initiatives
Center for Adolescent Health & the Law
Center on Budget and Policy Prionties
Center for Community Change
Children’s Defense Fund
Children’s Health Matters
Consumers Union
Ethiopian Community Development Council, Inc.
Families USA 
Family Voices, Inc.
Farmworker Justice Fund Inc.
Federation of .American Health Systems 
Fight Crime; Invest in Kids
Friends Committee on National Legislation (Quaker)
Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society 
Immigration and Refugee Services of .America 
Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service
Lutheran Office for Governmental Affairs, Evangelical Lutheran Church of America 
Lutheran Services of .America 
March of Dimes
Mennonite Central Committee U.S., Washington Office 
Me.xican .American Legal Defense and Educational Fund 
Migrant Legal Action Program 
National .Asian Pacific .American Legal Consortium 
National .Association of Child .Advocates 
National Association of Children’s Hospitals 
National .Association of Community Health Centers 
Nanonal .Association of County and City Health Officials 
National .Association of Mental Health
National .Association ot Pediatric Nurse .Associates and Practitioners
National .Association of People with .ADDS
National .Association of Protecnon and .Advocacy Systems
National .Association of Psychiatnc Treatment Centers for Children
National .Association of Public Hospitals and Health Systems
National .Association of Social W'orkers
National Association of WTC Directors
National Coalition for the Homeless
National Council of La Raza
National Health Care for the Homeless Council
National Health Law Program, Inc.
National Hispanic Medical .Association 
National Immigranon Forum 
National Immigranon Law Center 
National Leadership Coalinon for Health Care 
National Mental Health .Associanon



National Partnership for Women and Families 
National Pueno Rican Coalition 
National Therapeutic Recreation Society 
National Women’s Law Center 
Neighbor to Neighbor
NETWORK, A National Catholic Social Justice Lobby 
Premier Inc.
RESULTS
Service Employees International Union 
Southeast Asia Resource Action Center 
The Children’s Health Fund 
The Episcopal Church 
The Migrant Clinicians Network, Inc.
United Auto Workers
United Church of Chnst Office for Church in Society 
United Jewish Communities
United Methodist Church, General Board of Church and Society 
Universal Health Care Action Network (UHCAN!)
U.S. Student Association 
VELA Inc.

State and Local Organizations 
.AL.ABAMA

Hispanic Interest Coalition of Alabama, Birmingham 
-ARIZOiNA

Boys and Girls Clubs of the East Valley, Tempe
Children’s Action Alliance, Phoenix
El Rio Santa Cruz Neighborhood Health Center, Inc.
National Association of Social Workers, Anzona Chapter 
Upward Bound/,Anzona Western College. Yuma 

C.ALIFORNTA
•ACCESS,Women’s Health Rights Coalition, Oakland 
Asian & Pacific Islander American Health Forum, San Francisco 
Asian Health Services, Oakland 
•Asian Law .Alliance, San Jose
•Asian Pacific Amencan Legal Center of Southern California. Los .Angeles
-Association of Asian Pacific Community Health Organizations, Oakland
Habitat for Humanity, Berkeley
California Church Impact
California Immigrant Welfare Collaboranve
California Primary Care .Association
California School Nurses .Association
Catholic Healthcare West, San Francisco
Center on Law, Poverty & Economic Opportunity, Oakland
CLAD/BCL.AD Networked Learning Project, San Francisco
Clear Lake .Association for Developmental Disabilities. Cobb
Children Now, Oakland
Children’s Hospital. Oakland
Coalition for Humane Immigrant Rights of Los .Angeles 
Coalition for Quality Health Care, San Diego County 
t-amily Health Project. Berkeley 
Grassroots Organizing for Welfare Liberanon. Oakland 
Health .Access Foundation. San Francisco



Health Consumer Alliance, Oakland 
Kids in Common, San Jose
Los .Angeles Coalition to End Hunger & Homelessness 
Los .-kngeles Free Clinic 
Manan Medical Center, Santa Maria 
-Vlatemal and Child Health .Access, Los .Angeles 
Mendocino Coast Clinics, Fon Bragg 
National Asian Pacific Center On Aging, San Francisco 
NTCOS Chinese Health Coalition, San Francisco 
Pediatnc &. Family Medical Center, Los .Angeles 
Planning for Elders in the Central City. San Francisco 
Planned Parenthood .Atfiliates ot California. Sacramento 
Redwood Community Health Coalition, Santa Rosa 
San Francisco Community Clinic Consortium 
Santa Barbara County Public Health Department 
Santa Clara Valley iVIedical Center 
South .Asian Network, Artesia 
South Central Family Health Center, Los Angeles 
Southern California Association of Non-Profit Housing, Los .Angeles 
St. Joseph Health System of Greater Sonoma County, Santa Rosa 
United Nurses Association of California, Pomona 
Venice Family Clinic, Venice 
WRAP Family Services, Los Angeles 
Youth Together Project, ARC Associates, Oakland 

COLOR.ADO
.Adult Care .Management, Inc., Denver 
.Asian Pacific Development Center, Denver 
Child Health .Advocates, Glendale 
Denver Covenng Kids, Denver 
Metro Denver Bright Beginnings. Denver 
Southwest Communitv Outreach Corporation. Benhoud 

CONNECTICUT
Center for Medicare .Advocacy, Inc., Willimantic 
Connecticut Call to Action 

DISTRICT OF COLDWIBIA
DC Campaign to Prevent Teen Pregnancy
District or Columbia Primary Care Association
EOFUE.A Spanish Senior Center
Latm .American Youth Center
Mary s Center for Maternal & Child Care. Inc.
Newcomer Community Servace Center 
So Others Might Eat 

FLORIDA
Bon Secours Mara Manor Nursing and Rehabilitation Center, St. Petersburg
Bon Secours Venice Healthcare Corp., Venice
Broward Healthy Stan Coalition, Inc., Fon Lauderdale
Farmworker’s Self-Help, Dade City
Farmworker Ministry Inc., .Aubumdale
Florida Keys Healthy Stan Coalition. Key West
Flonda Legal Services, Inc., Miami
Health .Advocacy Program for the Citizens of Deltona
Human Semces Coalition, .Miami
.Mercy .Migrant Education Ministry, Plant City



GEORGIA
Georgians for Children. Atlanta
Southeast Georgia Communities Project, Lyons
Tlie Center for Pan Asian Community Services, Inc.. Doraville

haw.aji
Immigrant Rights and Public Interest Legal Center, Honolulu

IDAHO
Idaho Community Action Network 
Northwest Federation of Community Organizations 

ILLINOIS
.A.sian Human Services, Chicago
Asian Pacific .Amencan Medical Students Association, Chicago
Chinese Mutual Aid Association, Chicago
Health and Medicine Policy Research Group, Chicago
Heartland Alliance for Human Needs & Human Rights, Chicago
Hepatiris B Catch-Up Project. Chicago
Horizons Community Services, Chicago
Illinois Campaign for Better Health Care
Illinois Coalition for Immigrant and Refugee Rights
Illinois Primary Health Care Association
Instimte Justice Team, Sisters of Mercy of the Americas, Des Plaines 
Khuli Zaban and Crossroads Fund, Chicago 
Physicians tor a National Health Program, Chicago 

INDIANA
Indiana Public Health Association

IOWA
Iowa Citizen Action Network 
Iowa Coalition Against Domestic Violence 
Iowa Family Support Initiative 
The .Arc ot Storv Countv. .Ames 

K.ANS.AS
Kansas .Association for the Medically Underserved 
Kansans Respond, Inc., Topeka 
Hunter Health Clinic, Wichita 

KENTUCKY
.Association of Clinicians for the Underserved. Le.xmgton 
Our Lady of Bellefonte Hosnital. .Ashland

loltslana
Immigration and Refugee Services/ Catholic Channes .Archdiocese of New Orleans
Louisiana Health Care Campaign, Baton Rouge
Louisiana Maternal and Child Health Coalition. Baton Rouse

>LAR\X.AN-D
Maryland Chapter of the .Amencan .Academy of Pediatrics, Baltimore 
Maryland Viemamese .Mutual .Association. WTieaton

.alassachusetts
-AHEC/Community Partners, Leverett
Commumty Catalyst
Health Care for .All
.Massachusetts Citizens for Children
.Massachusetts Immigrant and Refugee .Advocacy Coalition
Massachusetts Law Reform Institute. Boston
-Massachusetts Public Health .Associanon
Women's Health Institute. Boston
Worcester Larino Coalition



MICHIGAN
Bon Secours Cottage Health Services, Grosse Pointe
Carondeiet LifeCare ,Ministnes, St. Paul
Center for Civil Justice. Saginaw
HIV/.AJDS Wellness Networks Inc., Traverse City
Vlichigan League for Human Services
Michigan Protection and Advocacv Service. Lansin"

MINNESOTA
Legal Services Advocacy Project, St. Paul 
Lutheran Social Services of Minnesota, St. Paul
Minnesota Chapter ot the National Association of Pediatnc Nurse .Associates and Practitioners 
.MORE Multicultural School for Empowerment, St. Paul 
National .Alliance for the Mentally 111, Minnesota Chapter

>nssissippi
Catholic Diocese of Jackson. Mississippi, Office of Hispanic Ministry 
.Mississippi Gay/Lesbian Alliance 
Mississippi Health Advocacy Program

>nssouRi
Carondeiet Health System, St. Louis
Catholic Community ServicesA^iemamese Center, St. Louis
Citizens for Missoun’s Children
Immigrant and Refugee Women’s Program, St. Louis
Missoun Consumer Health Care W.ATCH
Rowel (Reform Organization of Welfare) Education .Association. St. Louis 
Sisters of .Mercy-St. Louis 
St. Louis Inter-Faith Committee on Latin America 

NEVADA
Nevada Health Care Reform Project 

NEW H.AMPSHTRE
New Hampshire Citizens .Alliance 

.NEW JERSEY
Bon Secours New Jersey Health System, Jersey Cit>- 
New Jersey Immigrant Policy Neuvork, Newark 
NORWESCAP WIC Program, Phillipsbury 
St. Joseph’s W.I.C. Program, Patterson 

NEW MEXICO
Family Voices. .Algodones 
Health .Action New .Mexico 

.NEW YORK
Bon Secours Charity Health System. Suffem 
Bronx Community Health Network. Inc.
Center tor Battered W’omen's Legal Services. New York
Citizen .Action of New York, Albany
Gay Men's Health Crisis. New York
Greater Upstate Law Project. Inc., .Albany
Long Island Progressive Coalition, Massapequa
Metro New York Health Care for All Campaign. New York
-Multicultural Association of-VIedical Interpreters of Central New York. Utica
National .Association of Korean .Amencans, New York Chapter
New School University. New York
New York Immigration Coalition
Public Health .Association of New York City
State Comm.unities .Aid .Association, .Albany



United Neighborhood Houses. New York
Utica Citizens in Action, Utica
Women's City Club of New York. New York

NORTH CAROLINA
A Child’s Place, Charlone 
Advocacy for the Poor, Inc.. Winston-Salem 
Caswell C.ARES, Yanceyville 
Committee to Detend Health Care, Durham 
El Centro Latino. Inc.. Raleigh 
Independent Living Resources, Inc., Durham 
Le.xington Pediatric Clinic, Lexington 
North Carolina Fair Share 
North Carolina Health .Access Coalition 
Parent-to-Parent FSN of the High Country, Boone 
United Family Services, Charlotte 

NORTH DAKOTA
North Dakota Progressive Coalition
Ransom County Public Health Department, Lisbon

OHIO
Asian .Amencan Community Services. Columbus
Children’s Defense Fund, Greater Cincinnati Project, Cincinnati
Children’ Hospital - Columbus
Coalition for Greater Cleveland’s Children, Cleveland
Unicare, Cleveland
Universal Health Care Action Network of Ohio (UHCAN Ohio), Cleveland 
Universal Health Care Action Network of Ohio (UHCAN Ohio), Columbus 
Women’s Cancer Initiative, Columbus 

OKL.AHOMA
.Asian .Amencan Community Service .Association. Tulsa 
-Mercy .Memonal Health Center 

OREGON
Blue Panthers, Eagle Pomt 
Catholic Chanties Immigration Services, Ponland 
NAACP-Corvallis Branch, Corvallis 
Oregon Center for Public Policy, Silvenon 
Oregon Heath .Acnon Campaign 
Oregon Public Health .Association 
Wasco Sherman County Health Department. The Dalles 

PEN-NSYXV.ANLA
-AIDS Law Project of Pennsylvania 
Asian .Amencan Health Care Network, Philadelphia 
.Automated Health Systems, Pittsburgh 
Bon Secours-Holy Family Hospital, Altoona 
Coalition for the Welfare of Women & Children, Philadelphia 
Every Child. Inc., Pittsburgh 
Matemitv- Care Coalition, Philadelphia 
Pennsylvama Council of Churches 
United Cerebral Palsy of Pennsvlvania. Camp Hill 

RHODE ISL.AND
Coalition for Consumer Justice 
Ocean State .Action
Town of South Kingston Welfare Department. Wakefield



SOUTH CAROLINA
South Carolina Appleseed Legal Justice Center 
South Carolina Fair Share 

TENNESSEE
Family Voices of Tennessee 
Tennessee Justice Center

TEXAS
A Vision for Children Center, San i\ntonio
Action NOW!, Austin
Children's Defense Fund-Texas
Center for Public Policy Pnonties
Family Health Foundation, San Antonio
Las Amencas Immigrant Advocacy Center, El Paso
Lawyers’ Committee for Civil Rights Under Law of Texas.

Immigrant & Refugee Rights Project 
Mental Health Association in Texas, Austin 
National Association of Social Workers, Texas Chapter 
Patients’ Assistance League, Austin 
Political Asylum Project of Austin 
Texas Alliance for Human Needs, Austin 
Texas Immigrant and Refugee Coalition, Austin 
University Medical Center Lubbock, Texas

UT.AH
Community Health Centers, Inc., Salt Lake City 
Utah Issues: Center for Poverty Research & Action, Salt Lake City 

VTRGEVIA
Bon Secours Maryview Medical Center, Norfolk 
Bon Secours Richmond Health System, Richmond 
Virginia Poverty Law Center 

WASHINGTON
Asian Counseling & Referral Service. Seanle 
Castanares Consulting, White Salmon 
Central .America Concerns Committee, Seattle 
Children’s .AJIiance-Washington 
Children’s Home Society of Washington, Seattle 
Fremont Public .Association Seanle 
New Citizen Initianve, City of Seattle 
Newcomer Community Service Center 
Nonhwest Federation of Community Organizations, Seattle 
Northwest Health Law Advocates. Seanle 
Welfare Riahts Oraanizina Coalition. Seanle 

WEST VTRGENXA
West Virginia Health Kids Coalition. Charleston 

WISCONSIN
ABC for Health, Inc., Madison
Coalition of Wisconsin -Aging Groups, Madison
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To identify the rationale, business and ethical paradigms that companies need to eflFectively 
promote growth, diversity and fairness in a multicultural marketplace

To recommend practical guidelines that will help individual companies manage against those 
paradigms to achieve their goals

To identify industry-wide initiatives that will be needed to support widespread adoption and 
successful implementation of these principles and practices

Corporate Participation on Committee

The identity of companies and their representatives has been confidential. This information will be 
revealed publicly during the national roll out of the Principles and Practices. A team of co-chairs 
represent four key industry business segments; National advertiser, general market agencies; 
minority advertising agencies; and minority media. They are; Procter & Gamble Global 
Marketing Officer Robert L. Wehling; True North Communications Chairman David Bell; The 
Chisholm-Mingo Group Chairman and CEO Samuel Chisholm; Spanish Broadcasting System 
President Raul Alarcon. Advertisers included DaimlerChrysIer, Johnson & Johnson, Kraft and 
Kellogg’s. Global ad agencies included D’Arcy, DDB Worldwide and Leo Burnett. Minority 
agencies included Don Coleman & Associates, La Agencia de Orci & Asociados. Minority media 
included BET, Essence Communications and black newspapers.
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Bush - CK«(Kiy 2000 
PO Box 1902 
Ausdji,TX 78767

Dear Qoverpor Bush:
On of iba Conpcatoa*) Hi^ic Camai*. I Writi to expiea our concern about the well-being of 
Pricing fmUies and roapcdlbUy a<k you lo publicly >ivp«t wi Issue a aaieioeiif in favor of nsstoing 
«c«ss to imponut health care and rtuttition pnograias to liipl Inimignnt ebihlRtt and pregnau womea 
We know you ire very ftmUlar ufllk (be eircuDBODccs of ifaao indlvidnali sm» you i^roMot a a«ie 
wid, n significant iiunigrant populiiinii. Hweroie, « urge you m dadue your 
rinmigrant Children's Health Improvonieni Act (S-1227, H3L 4707) and ibe Himger tCelief Ant (S. 1805,
H R. 3192).
The Legal InuniBnai Children’s Health Imptovatncnc Act (S. 1227, H.R, 4707) 
option to cover all tawfiilly pitsent Immigrent dnldien and pregaant u^omen through their 
SuK Children'^ Heahh Insurunce Programs (S4:HIP). TTiis *“''« enonnous public Lsshh
l«rffcs by providing bealdi Insurmme to 144.000 ehildidi and 33,000 p«^ p« y«. It
would also ensure that atolerf fonding lopl-csmont progrUns are lairly reimbursed ind that the federal 
gevemnunt shares in this rsaponjihiliiy.

The Huiigar Relief Act (S . 1805, UX 3192) improvoi ciir nation’* food smp PtW" 
leswto fbod suotp oUgihiUv to qualified legal iBunigraim afircted by itoo 1996 walferc law. Althweb 
ponioBS of this Aa havl fewn addressed this year by Cangrett. we believe it la eifaeal thai the t^ovision 
SSi food sump eligibility to fegal Immigrants alto be *kl.«^sinte Otoc^c ^uons 
unfairly impact the ^ilSen of paitnis who are denied foci sumps. Thoto hawM-^ng. tme-payrng 
ismiliBB should he able » ttJy OB this haalc auisianee nw nalioB'e aafoty-not lyetem m a time of 

need.
AS a Candidas for Ibe highest office in our natinn, youf public support for lesttH^ benefit, to 1^*1 
iiemanMi resideaB ia Impottinl tod would givo a nesdad bcoffl tp on-gping efflJtte to en-rt both 
prepasals this year- The pEjp^ have tremendou. bipitoiton support - incladiug dw support of your 
b^er and Florida Govemor. J-b Biuh. Wa uige you to imue a^pubjie
of the Legal Immigrant Children'* Heal* Imarevement An and *e Hsagar Rdiaf Act, »that »eeea m 
bBik haakh care and food sump* for legal perroanem Itoldeats become a reality before Coogresi
adjoumB.
We beUevo ihesa measitfci era oridcal to ensuring the wall being of all Amerieaft ftniiliev We hope to 
vmrit wi* yon to secure *« immediuto passaga of these propooh-

f'

Sincerely,

Rap. Lucille Rjoybal-Allanl 
Chair, Congreasional Hlspaolc Caucus +(0

naTCewivna^iFarta

i;-



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

October 26, 2000

Dear Mr. Leader:

Thank you for your letter yesterday responding to my proposed 
consensus tax package. As I said yesterday, I believe we all 
have a responsibility to make every possible effort to come 
together on a bipartisan agreement on tax relief and Medicare/ 
Medicaid that will maintain fiscal discipline and serve the 
interests of all the American people. That is why I put 
forward a good faith offer yesterday that sought to reflect 
our differing priorities in a balanced manner. I was disap­
pointed, however, that, without any consultation with me or 
Congressional Democrats, you chose to put forward a partisan 
legislative package that ignores our key concerns on school 
construction, health care, and pensions policy. If this 
current tax; and Medicare/Medicaid package is presented to 
me, I will have no choice but to veto it.

While we have already reached substantial agreement in important 
areas, such as replacement of the Foreign Sales Corporations 
regime, your legislation has substantial flaws in several key 
areas.
As I stated yesterday, I believe it is absolutely essential 
that we do as much as possible to meet America's need for safe 
and modern schools. It is estimated that there may be as much 
as a $125 billion dollar financing gap in meeting the school 
construction and modernization needs of our children. The 
bipartisan Rangel-Johnson proposal to finance $25 billion in 
bonds to construct and modernize 6,000 schools is, quite frankly, 
the very least we should do, given the magnitude of this problem 
and its importance to America's future. Unfortunately, your 
proposal falls far short of the mark. We should not sacrifice 
thousands of modernized schools to pay for inefficient tax 
incentives that help only a few. For example, the arbitrage 
provision encourages delay in urgently needed school construction 
and would disproportionately help wealthy school districts.



On health care, my offer sought to lay a path to common ground 
by coupling both of Qur priorities on health and long-term care. 
Unfortunately, your health care proposal completely ignores our 
proposal to cover millions of uninsured, working Americans. 
Instead you put forward a series of tax cuts that, particularly 
when standing alone, would be inequitable, inefficient, and even 
potentially counterproductive health care policy. For example, 
while our FamilyCare proposal would expand coverage to 4 million 
uninsured parents at a cost of slightly over $3,000 per person, 
your proposal would provide additional coverage to one-seventh 
the people at six times the cost per person. Moreover, your 
proposal would give the least assistance to moderate-income 
families that need help the most, while even raising concerns 
that those with employer-based coverage today could lose their 
insurance.

Similarly, on long-term care, I offered to embrace your proposed 
deduction for long-term care insurance in exchange for inclusion 
of my proposal to give families, who are burdened today by 
long-term care needs, a $3,000 tax credit. Unfortunately, 
your legislation ignores the bipartisan package I suggested 
and instead would provide half the benefits of my proposal for 
financially pressed families trying to provide long-term care 
for elderly and sick family members. Surely we can agree on 
this bipartisan compromise that has already been endorsed by 
a broad array of members of Congress, advocates for seniors 
and people with disabilities, and insurers. Similarly, I am 
perplexed that we cannot agree to include the bipartisan credit 
for vaccine research and purchases that is essential to save 
lives and advance public health.

I also am disappointed that you have made virtually no attempt 
to address the concerns my Administration has expressed to you 
about the pension provisions of your bill. By dropping the pro­
gressive savings incentives from the Senate Finance Committee 
bill, you have failed to address the lack of pension coverage 
for over 70 million people. Moreover, employers may have-new 
incentives to drop pension coverage for some of the low- and 
moderate-income workers lucky enough to have pension plans today.

Finally, I remain deeply concerned that your Medicare and 
Medicaid refinement proposal continues to fail to attach 
accountability provisions to excessive payment increases 
to health maintenance organizations (HMOs) while rejecting 
critical investments in beneficiaries and vulnerable health 
care providers. Specifically, you insist on an unjustifiable 
spending increase for HMOs at the same time as you exclude 
bipartisan policies such as health insurance options for



children with disabilities, legal immigrant pregnant women 
and children, and enrolling uninsured children in schools, as 
well as needed payment increases to hospitals, academic health 
centers, home health agencies, and other vulnerable providers. 
Congress should not go home without responding to the urgent 
health needs of our seniors, people with disabilities, and 
children and the health care providers who serve them.

A far better path than the current one is for Congressional 
Republicans, Democrats, and my Administration to come together 
in a bipartisan process to find common ground on both tax relief 
and Medicare/Medicaid refinements.
Sincerely,

(UjijikOM.

The Honorable Trent Lott 
Majority Leader 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510
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statement of senator EDWARD M. KENNEDY 
ON RESTORATION OF ELIGIBILITY FOR 
FOOD STAMPS TO LEGAL IMMIGRANTS

For Immediaie Release 
October 19, 2000

CoQtaa; Jim Manley 
(202) 224-2633

h’s a scandal that so many legal Immigram fSimilica and their children we living m hunger. 
Tliai’s unacceptable, or America isn’t America.

Restoring food stamp eligibility for these fkmllies should bo a no-trainer, even for this Do- 
Nothing Republican ConBreas. How can any member of Congress say, '‘Let them eat calce^loi 
them go hungry?”

-30-
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October 19, 2000

The Honorable William J. Clinion 
Presidem of the United Slates 
Tlic White House 
WashiiiHton, D C. 20500

Dear Mr PreBidonl:
We are wriLimi to lUank you for your leadership in Utc cffbrx To restore eliBibiliry for food stamp 

Kl imnLanis and to urya your coniinucd support for cnactmem of the 

provisions of the Huneer (lelief Act (S.18QS, H.R, 3192) as pari of the current budget negonations.

Nearly 1 400 national, sUtie. and local organimions in all SO rtates have called 
sLamp^ligibilily for all legal immigrants, as have the National Conference o( ^a “ ur ,
IJ.S Conference ofMayors, ibe nniion's rdigious communuy, editorial boards of fitreen newapap s.
and ihou.sands upon ihuusande of eonslituents.

Christina Myder, a second grade icachur at Carole Highlands Elementary Sclmol in
County Maryland ha-s sLudcnis from Bosnia, Camfiraon and Guatemala- -Irom poor families unable
,0 srramh their meaficr resources any further-who come t.o school so hungry that H«y are unabl. to
learn [ ler experience is corroborated nationally. Physicians for Human Rights mtcrv.ewccl 700
Latino and Asian immieram families, and tound that adults m. one of three hou.seholds skipped meals, 
one in ten recalled not eating tor 6l lea.^l one whole day during the past six momhs. «nc| one in four 
cut the size of child meals due to inadequate rosourecs,
I'uud insecurity is demunslubly associated with poor academic perfonmance. and causes serious short 
and long-term hBaltli consequences. The financial burdens and the human cnsl of hunger arc 
avoidable—and unacccplahle- in our land.

In recent years your leadership has helped to parTially restore the safety net taken away from legal 
immigrants under welfere reform in 1996 With a strong efTon, wc can achieve our goal on tins issue 
In Lhe-remaining days belbrc Congreas adjourns

Sincerely.
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COWMITTUS
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OdMinBiii cv»>nMt. »rmai«xT,

^ eCMMiw*. Ktaaa 
CoMXkWk, kkB Cater

BUDGET

€(mstes(^ ot tte Stated
of SUpresmtatiots

UAstinBion. ®C 2051S-330X

WASroMliTON OFFICE;

OCVBii
maboia> 

ec^^ijmi hMi an

aft^ Hunger gellaf Act f6 In Aaripuftwrf ApononrfatUflnfl 
l^-^FbeMferOghareartc/

Wedri0Sday, Occiotw ZOOO

PcAr Pomocratic CoU&a^iie:

Ur«c-u.ura«youxoJ^n™inMw#<^l*..nn«»ll«Kr»«i« h.
pu6h induelon of owr p«M of wo Hun«B- tOicf a» .. port of Wo ord-ofwyoor

budget nagoi^tipns-

A6 you lcn<AV. th« AariculiBure Apprspriatjane Confw<nc» gapot^ pM^ **u?. •
week, inciudos two imporwnt pnMsJonsfrom xha Hun^ Relief Act. Wo ehanq^ The y^lclo 
urnrr. go TMT famillog can rowin a reliable car. wWiouT loainfl food ew^p beoaftra. A^, we 
changed the 6hotr«r cep, bo Thar famllieB can obraln decenr ehcFcor. wttt\o\xt loam^ Tooa

BCamp bonofita.

With our puBh. and the ProBidont’e help, we can rcepore Food Stamp bencfrw for all le^al 
ImmlgraiTta and include ^Tindlng for commodity purchases and food dietrlbutlon. thug 
effecTlw'ely completing paseago oftho Hunger Relief Act.

Nutrition programs are eegential to The well-being of millione of our olthtoOB 
disadvarn^ed. our chiklren. the elderly and the dliiabled. Thegg are groupe of people who 
cjfcen can not provide for theme«lv«G and need help fdr entieUnoe. They do not ask much. 
Ju6t a little help to euspain them through th* day. Just a little help to aneure Tharp our - 
infantfi grew, to keep children alert in claso or hdp adujTS be productive on Their Jobe or as 

they Boarch for Jobs-

If you wish TO eign the letter to The Freaident. call Johnny Bamee of my etaff at 63101.

Thank you.
Sincerely, ^

OSTRICT OFFICE 
mmCai^r fiwiwino lUMcxs^rtr 

IMTBBaiMOO
NHMB.i«CZ7Be 

U6B |fj tvil 
Ku IZSI «»aoi

Eva M.Ciaypon (/

Member of Congress cusTRicr arro:
«ce tbiir.. U.110 Me. > 

aim 1«
--------------- ---- -BBJia.0oiW»-maa

VU0JI«^2

fwntl tw ■ewi ffimm*
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October 19.2000

The President 
The White House 
Washington, DC 20300

Dear Mr. Presidetu:

We arc writing to rhanfe you far your leadership in the 6ght to lesiore food 
stamp benefits to lawfully present immigraiiXs and urge your continued 
support for the inclu^on of the immigtant provisions of die Hunger Relief 
Act (S.1805, H.R. 3192) in any end game negotiations.

We would like lo call your attention to a recent statement made by Christina 
Hyder, a second grade teacher at Carole Highlands Elementary School in 
Prince Georges County, Maryland. Her students come from a wide array of 
countries including Bosnia, Cameroon and Guatemala- Most of the snidenis 

from poor &roilies unable to pull their meager resources any further. 
Students come to school so hungry that they are unahle to learn.

Unfoitunaiely, the problems these immigmni students face is net 
uncommon- A recent situdy by Physicians for Human Rights documented ibe 
unexpectedly high number of both lawfoUy presenx adults and children, who 
were forced to cut the .size of their meals, skip meals and not eaz for a 
whole day. Studies have shown that hunger and food insecurity are 
associated with poor ai:ademic perforznance can cause serious abort and 
long-teim health consequences. The financial burdens and the ]oss in human 
capital caused by hunger are avoidable.

Portunaiely for the students, Carole Higblands Elementary has he 
resources and the foiesight to meet the needs of these students. But 
Carole Hi^ands is the exception not the rule.

Since 1996, your efifoits have helped US to partially zealize your promise to 
restore the safety net benefits taken away &om lawfully presem 
immigrants under the welfere bill. But our job is not done. We arc counting 
on your resolve on this issue in the remaining days before Congress adjotuna.
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'*When an alien resides with you in your land, you shall not oppress the alien. The alien who 
resides with you shall be to you as the citizen among you; you shall love the alien as yourself, 
for you were aliens in the land of Egypt: I am the Lord your God."

Leviticus 19:33-34

October 16, 2000

Senator Trent Lott 
Seriate Majority Leader 
S-230 Capitol Building 
Washington, DC 20510-7010

Dear Senator Lott;

As this congressional term nears its end, we ask you to make restoration of food stamp eligibility 
for low-income legal immigrants a top priority. As people of faith, we deeply believe that legal 
immigrants should have the same access to the Food Stamp Program as citizens of our country,

Outrage for the plight of people living in poverty and concern for the powerless are central 
themes in our religious traditions. God cares deeply for the needy. We arc a richly blessed 
nation. Yet, despite the booming economy, despite all that religious communities and charities 
do to end hunger. 31 million people in the United States still live in households that struggle with 
hunger, The persistence of widespread hunger in this country is immoral and is a serious 
challenge for both our government and the faith communities.

At a time of great prosperity, die United States should devote some of its wealth lo strengthen the 
nation’s number one defense against hunger - the federal Food Stamp Program. The House has 
passed and the Senate is poised to pass two of three food stamp provisions included in the 
bipartisan Hunger Relief Act (S. 1805/H.R. 3192) as part of the Agriculture Appropriations 
conference report. For this we are deeply grateful. A full food stamp restoration for legal 
immigrants is not among the Hunger Rchef Act provisions included in the agriculture spending 
bilL Low-income legal immigrants work hard and pay taxes alongside U.S. citizens. They 
deserve our attention, especially when they are struggling lo meet such a basic need of food.

Recently released USDA statistics show that immigrant participation in the federal Food Stamp 
Program fell drastically betiveen 1994 and 1998. The largest decline by far was among lawful 
permanent resident inmiignints, whose participation in the Food Stamp Program went down by 
83 percent. Even more alanning was a 75 percent drop in the participation of U.S. bom children 
of legal immigrants.
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Senator Lott, we need your leadership on this most vital issue. The cuts in benefits to legal 
immigrants enacted in 1996 were too extreme. Now is the timd to right this wrong and ensure 
that low-income legal immigrants who fall on hard times do not go hungry.

Faithfully,

The Rev. H. George Anderson
Presiding Bishop
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

The Rev. David Beckmann
President
Bread for the World

The Rev, Peter Borgdorff
Executive Director of Ministries 
Christian Reformed Church

Dr. Clive Calver
Presided 
World Relief

The Rev. Kenneth L. Carder 
Bishop, Mississipi Area 
United Methodist Church

Dr. Leonard Cole 
Chairman
Jewish Council for Public AfEaira

Ralston H, DefTenbaugh Jr.
President
Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service

Rabbi Steven M. Dworkem
Executive Vice President 
Rabbinical Council of America

Rabbi Jerome M. Epstein
Executive Vice President
United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism

The Most Rev. Joseph A. Fiorenza
Bishop of Galveston-Houston
President, United States Catholic Conference

The Rev. Wesley Cranberg-Michaelson
General Secretary 
Reformed Church in America

Neil Greenbaum, Esq.
President
Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society

The Most Rev. Frank T. Griswold
Presiding Bishop and Primate 
Episcopal Church USA

Rabbi Kenneth N. Hain
President
Rabbinical Council of America

Ft. Fred Kammer, S J
President
Catholic Charities USA

The Rev. Clifton Kirkpatrick
Stated Clerk of the General Assembly 
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)

Rabbi Charles KrolofT
President
Central Conference of American Rabbis

Rabbi Eugene H. Levy
Congrcgatioii B'nai Israel, Little Rock, AR
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Joanne Negstad
Presid^n (/CEO
Lutheran Services in America

The Rev. Jose Ortiz
Executive Director
Mennonite Central Commitice U.S.

Rabbi David Saperstein 
Director
Religious Action Center of Reform Judaism

Rabbi Arthur Schneier
Senior Rabbi, Park East Synagogue, and 
President, Appeal of Conscience Foundation

Bryan Sickberl 
Executive Director
Council for Health and Human Service 
Ministries, United Church of Christ

The Rev. John Thomas
General Minister and President 
United Church of Christ

Rabbi Eric H. Yoffie
President
Union of American Hebrew Congregatiems

Rabbi Sheldon Zimmerman 
President
Hebrew-Union College, Jewish Institute of 
Religion

cc: Dave Hoppe
Jim Hecht
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"When an alien resides with you in your land, you shall not oppress the alien. The alien who 
resides with you shall be to you as the citizen among you; you shall love the alien as yourself, 
for you were aliens in the land of Egypt: I am the Lord your God."

Leviticus 19:33-34

October 16, 2000

Congressman Dennis Hastert 
Speaker of the House of ReEueseiuatives 
H-232 Capitol Building 
Washington, DC 20515-6501

Dear Congressman Hastert:

As this congressional term nears its end, we ask you to make restoration of food stamp eligibility 
for low-income legal immigrants a top priority. As people of faith, we deeply believe that legal 
immigrants should have the same access to the Food Stamp Program as citizens of our country.

Outrage for the plight of people living in poverty and concern for the powerless are central 
themes in our religious tiadiiians. God cares deeply for the needy. Wc arc a richly blessed 
nation. Yet, despite the booming economy, despite all that religious communities and charities 
do to end hunger, 31 million people in the United States still live in households that struggle with 
hunger. The persistence of widespread hunger in this country is immoral and is a serious 
challenge for both our goveimment and the faith communities.

At a time of great prosperity, the United States should devote some of its wealth to strengthen the 
nation's number one defense against hunger — the federal Food Stamp Program, The House has 
passed and the Senate is poised to pass two of three food stamp provisions included in the 
bipartisan Hunger Relief Act (S, 1805/H.R. 3192) as part of the Agriculture Appropriations 
conference report. For this we are deeply grateful. A full food stamp restoration for legal 
inimigrantB is not among the Hunger Relief Act provisions included in the agriculture spending 
bill. Low-income legal immigrants work hard and pay taxes alongside U.S. citizens. They 
deserve our attention, especially when they are struggling to meet such a basic need of food.

Recenily released USDA statistics show that immigrant participation in the federal Food Stamp 
PTOgram fell drastically between 1994 and 1998. The largest decline by far was among lawful 
permanent resident immigrants, whose participation in the Food Stamp Program went down by 
83 percent, Even more alarming was a 75 percent drop in the participation of U.S. bom children 
of legal immigrants.
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Congressman Hastert, we need your leadersliip on this most vital issue. The cuts in benefits to 
legal immigrants enacted in 1996 were too extreme. Now is the time to right this vmjng and 
ensure that low-income legal immigrants who fall on hard times do not go hungry.

Faithfully,

The Rev. H. George Anderson
Presiding Bishop
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

The Rev. David Beckmann 
President
Bread for the World

The Rev. Peter Borgdorff
Executive Director of Ministries 
Christian Reformed Church

Dr. Clive Calver
President 
World Relief

The Rev. Kenneth L. Carder
Bishop, Mississipi Area 
United Methodist Church

Dr. L/eonard Cole 
Chairman
Jewish Council for Public Affairs

Ralston H. Defienbaugh Jr.
President
Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service

Rabbi Steven M. Dworken
Executive Vice President 
Rabbinical Council of America

Rabbi Jerome M. Epstein
Executive Vice President
United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism

The Most Rev. Joseph A. Fiorenza
Bishop of Galveston-Housion
President, United States Catholic Conference

The Rev, Wesley Granberg-Michaelson 
General Secretary 
Reformed Church in America

Neil Greenbaum, Esq.
President
Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society

The Most Rev. Frank T. Griswold
Presiding Bishop and Primate 
Episcopal Church USA

Rabbi Kenneth N. Haln
President
Rabbinical Council of America

Fr. Fred Kammer, S J
President
Catholic Charities USA

The Rev. Clifton Kirkpatrick
Stated Clerk of the General Assembly 
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)

Rabbi Charles Kroloff
President
Central Conference of American Rabbis

Rabbf Eugene H. Levy
Congregarion B'nai Israel, Little Rock, AR
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Joaune Negstad
President/CEO
Lutheran Services in America

The Rev. Jos6 Ortiz
Executive Director
Mennonite Central Committee U.S.

Rabbi David Saperstein 
Director
Religious Action Center of Reform Judaism

Rabbi Arthur Schneier
Senior Rabbi, Park East Synagogue, and 
President, Appeal of Conscience Foundation

Bryan Sickbert 
Executive Director
Council for Health and Human Service 
Ministries, United Church of Christ

The Rev. John Thomas
General Minister and President 
United Church of Christ

Rabbi Eric H. Yoffie 
President
Union of American Hebrew Congregations

Rabbi Sheldon Zimmerman 
President
Hebrew-Unioti College, Jewish Institute of 
Religion

cc; Scort Pahner
Theodore J. Van Dei- Meid
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October 21,2000

Congrcg!^ of tje ®niteb Stateai
MastinBton, 30C 20515

Dear Colleague,

Thank you for cospousoiing the Hunger Relief Act (S 1805/HR 3192). As this legislative 
season draws to a close, we urge you to join us in signing the attached letter to the leadership in 
support of a restoration of food stamp benefits to legal immigrants as contained within Title I of the 

Hunger Relief Act.

As you know, on October 6 the House approved Titles n and HI of the Hunger Relief Act as 
part of the fiscal year 2001 Agriculture Appropriations conference report. The Senate passed the 
conference report on October 18. Under current law, most food stamp recipients cannot own a car 
worth more than S4,650 - a limit that has increased by only $150 since 1977. Low-income people 
often must choose between getting food stamps or owning a reliable car to drive to work. Likewise, 
current law caps high housing costs in a way that unfairly limits food stamp benefits fer fitmilies, 
especially those with children. The new provisions will allow states to set their own car expense 
limit The housing limit will be raised over five years, allowing an estimated 775,000 households to 
receive modestly higher food stamp benefits.

While we axe very pleased that these initial steps have been taken to pass the Hunger Relief 
Act, there is still important work to be done.

Title I of the Hunger Relief Act was not included in the conference report. This provision 
would restore food stamp eligibility to all qualified legal inunigrants. The current restrictions on 
food stamps bar most Legal immigrants fix>m participation in the Food Stamp Program, even though 
many work and pay taxes. Many citizen children are unfairly impacted by this restriction because 
their parents are denied feed stamps.

The restoration of food stamps for legal immigrants would be an enormous victory for hard­
working, low-income legal immigranis who struggle to make ends meet

Please join us in sending the attached bicameiul letter to our leadership. To sign on to this 
letter, contact Tom Dower at 4-9027, or Ron Anderson at 5-3701.

Sincerely,

Arlea Spoot-’' A-#* J«maa WoTeh
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CongresSsl of tfjE tHniteb States!
aaKflington, BC 20515

Dear Senator Lott/Repiesenzative Hasisrt:

We are writing to reiterate our support for an iiupoitanl provision that was originally 
included in the bipartisan Hunger Relief Act - the restoration of food stamp eligibility to 
lawfully present immigtanis. The Hungs' Relief Act has strong bipartisan support with 219 
cosponsors. In additian, o'er 1400 religious, anti-hunger, nutrition, and immigrant groups &om 
around the country have endorsed the Hunger Relief Act

Since the passage of the 1996 welfare reform law, mote than 2 million, legal permanent 
resident immigrants, and U.S. citizen children of immigrants have dropped out of'die Food 
Stamp Program. This drop in participation has far ou^aoed the decline in poverty, forcing 
families to cut the size of their meals, skip meals and sometimes not eat for a whole day.

These restrictions have undermined some of the most important goals of the 1996 welfare 
reform law because they have primarily hurt working parents struggling to make ends meet. 
Among those most affected by the cuts are hundreds of thousands of U.S. citizen children of 
lawfully present immigrants, who have been prevented from obtaining assistance by the general 
level of fear and confhsion in immigrant communities about who is eligible for assistance.

There is no justifreation for continuing to deny these families the assistance they need, 
particularly in this time of unparaUeled prosperity. The taxes necessary to pay for immigrant 
food stamps are already being paid by immigrant themsel-yes. In fact, based on National 
Academy of Sciences figures, we now le^ a S50 billion arniimt surplus from taxes paid by 
immigrants to all levels of government minus expenses azcributable to immigrants. These 
immigrant funds help us meet national priorities such as paying down the national debt and 
extending the life of Social Security. The food stamps restoration we urge would cause less than 
0.25 percent of these immijgrant funds to be remmed more directly to the immigrant communities 
from which they came.

For these masons, we hope that you 'work with us to ensure passage of the Hunger Relief 
Act immigrant provisions when they arise as part of the final budget negotiations.

Sincerely,



10/20/00 09:55 FAX 202 456 7431 DPC 1^015/015

Eeforming welfare reform
Don’t deny child immigrants needed medicine
By Bob Gfahaib and 
Lliicoln DIatBaldrt

urdassrooma are fined 
f , Irtlh children who are 
I > dnzens. chUdrra ttoni 
V (iBiffiea who have been 

lil The United Siatri fbr decades, 
and childien 'who are raant, 
legal immigiaDla. All of thpae 
child reo study together and pto7 
together, and often speak the 
same language.

But if Congreas docsn t act 
aaon, come cold and flu season it 
may be easy to pick the lanal 
irntnigrant chUdmn out of a 
ETowd. Maybe theyH be (sav­
ing more than most kida. Tney
may look dred. or like they nert
a daaua and a bug. Maybe dnyll 
misa achool too eftenTDcatch up.

By virtue of having arrived
In this eountzy after Aug. TZ,
199S,iheseehildi«n arenoteli- • 
gible for Medicaid orihe Chil­
dren^ Health InSUienee Fro-,

■ gram the pryentmanA
, health Insurance prugramS ihr

the poor and for.working farttl-
■ Um.That tnaana mwy of these 
children wUl not get the m-
acripdon cough syrup, artObtodo
and other eapeaalve trwtmaats 
that can mean iha diuefence 
between a minor lUnaas and one 
thatlsUft-ihreaasdng,

The wclfate relbnnlaw 
cut off many govenmtent sei>

. vices for legal Immigrants., 
Gradually, howeoei; Cotigt^ 
has taken steps aeray (turn this 
unfbnunate previsUio. First, yk ' 
restored disability, payments 
(B5I): then we gave states the 
opdon of reamting Medicaid or 
OnP ui pregnant women and 
legal immigrant children who 
arrived In this DUntty beftre 
the law want into eCraci. But
more needs to be done. . .

New eeiisaS data show the

Bob Groham a beumemt Is 
Plaridak senior V.S- senotor. 
RmWiauiRep.

Distria. .

number of Americans without In fact, in the last decade, 
health.lnsurance fell from S4J' .^1*2
niilliiin to 42,6 milflon in 1999- mg south from high-benefit 
TUsIs the first decline since sfehia like CaUforM and Nw 
1987 and this Is good news. . York to low-benefit states Ilka 

Still the proportion of iinnil- North Carohna and Vlrgiraa- 
rant children who are unin- There is also no deiwing th« 

I__ hloh. th« motifiv to co^*er this pop>sl^dS^SwSh'. thef■'-y
Bud^rSTd"I^Ucy PrillSlM Molooo per year «

.dJdren in America had po arid pregnant ,w»an is not

HeBItn improvoracuLbacked by a bipsrtiian group the bnim of ptovidmg u lico^
, of lawmakers In both houses of penjated

. Congress, would give states the care for children wlth^ t 
o^onVf restoring Medicaid, health Insurance whose f^- ^d OTP torammigiant' lies can’t afford to pay. Thx- 
pregiiantiromcnandehUdren. payars ragDemUa v-idesproad support, up paying the h^th care e0« 
mri common-sense; humane of omaen ehilitra ■ and flseally responsible legis- matorely or slek because iheir 
Uiion is in otto danger of , legal immigrent mothets could, 
being reft behind as Congress. not get prenatal caro-

legal immipants.fhom The legalunmigtantcMd^ would 
h^th roUi fer a reason. hdp m thM
" There was reason — enroll more 
maoev BV limiting the num- dren who are already, eligible 

. ber people eligible • for fbrbelp but^{‘h'W^Smies MedlealS and CHIP, the fed- could imphfy th^e^d appU- 
■ Ml government was able to cation Md enrollment proce- 
save'bUlldna of dollars. This dures by dispensing “JP; 
proriilon had "nothing m do ■ plea immigrant eligibility

a^ng'self-reUance hnd self- tjons ate
«nri Hicrouramiff they nonJeMtcfll* They fttiy

Despite widespread support, this cominon-sens^ 
humane and fiscal^ responsible legislation to give
states the option of restoripg Medicaid and CHIP to 
legal immigrant pre^^ women and children is hi 
grave danger of behig left behini

2lhc)3®a«^inston®me«
FFaDAY.OCTOBER20.2000



10/25/00 WED 16:47 FAX @001

OFFICE OF LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS
HOUSE LIAISON

112 East Wing 
Office phone; 456-6620 

Office fax: 456-2604

FACSIMILE Transmission

DATE; -----

To:

fax: PHONE:
(a(^^

.^ISAKOUNTOUPES . MARTY HOFFMANN

MARK MAGANA
FROM:

JOSH ACKIL 
REBECCA WALLDORFF

ERICA MORRIS 
BRIAN MASON 

■ GERALD LIPPERT

Comments:

Page one of



10/25/00 WED 16:47 FAX 
Oct-25-00 .12:46 Frora-HON EVA CLAYTON

Cnnsre^S
faast)lngton, BC 20515 

October 19» 2000

®002

The Presidenl 
The White House 
Washingtoti, 20500

Dear Mr. PresidenT: , ^ ii

»ol.hV3192) inendnes-nt-nne.

we would like to ooU your ™donlt come
Buobor M Corolo HiBhlonds EloniOT^ b^‘“ ^roon and OuatomaU. Most of the students come

That they are unable TO learn-

Unfonunately, the potblems tl»se
Physicians for Human Rights documented th ^ ^ not cat for a whole day-

-h- *<f r Sett ™1Sd^t P-r oeadonic pertonnan.. ean
!tSXt™t“ltttnhe.lthconse<,uenco5. Tbeftoanetal burdens and the loss nth

capttol caused by hunger arc avoidable.
a CroleHlnblaodsElententaty tuts the tosourees and the foresight to tn«tt the

^SrjtJrsttst;CaroleHitandsis.heexcepuono«d.erule.

ttStt"'"Th“lssue InTere^alo^^

Sincerely,

Eva W. C3.aytion
fJuhia M. Carson

Albert K. wynn

, pascrell,williani J
Eliot L- Engel

ramTEP PM BEPydd^P e*:’®'
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Fortney pete StarX

^^^errolc, Nadler

Jim McGovern

Earz Blumenauer

Luis V. Gutierrez

Barbara Lee

Robert T. Matsui

Mydia M. Velazq^z

er BecerraXava

George Miller

U^uiaI^J^
John W- Olver

\k> iuA^^
Bob, Filner

Robert Menendez

Ti’ II" I '
'Painniy Baldwin

Do.^^d M. Payne

Stephanie Tubbs Jon
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_v|Tany-^- Hall

L, Cardin

^J. sM/iuCJkJU/iMi'
Ted S-trickland

Catolya H- Maloney

•5ames L. Oberstar

gyu
Neil^et

tucilla Boybal-Allard

a
He1iAbercrombie

Shenod Hrown

Anti^y Weaner

Martin Olav Sabo

^^■^naar W- Levin

es-ilvestre Reyes

'zds&'^ E- Serrano

/■

Rosa L. DeLauw

Carrie Meek

r^.---^ \c.u)
Danny X- Davis

Zoef^^fgren

\\
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Waxifte waters

peter peutsch ^ ^

ImASatLit
Martin T. Meehan

r?4JUoJ-
Nancy Pelost

patsy 4' M̂ink

_\se^

Henty A- Waxmen

Eleanor Holmes Worton

Bobby P - Bush

Tom Lento3

^1^ gi k.ir^

Edward J r Mark'

Tflfni Savyey

Edolphus Towns

oryJ

ie G- Thompson
/

Chaka Fattah

James F, Clyburn
Roifert c. Scott
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Woolsey Vj

Elijah E- Cuiwmings

Maurice P - Hitichey

Louise M- Sla'

O is,
Charles H. Stenholm

£f(^
Ea /FSkgtor

John M. Sprart, Jr.
c\e,Vles/8-^9Al

Uk^
Thomas M- BarretU

Michael R, McNulry
David Minge

f Robert A. /rady
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Ma« R, Owens

Earl F. Hilliard
paTrick J- Kennedy

Eddie B

ren McCarthy

IfWjSi
avid Wu

MnrK tJdall

rlene HodS

iJ,

John Tierney

David E. price

Ollli MJToney

0^Frank Pallone
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D- Deiahunt
John Jose

pichajrd E- Neal

Nira M- Lowey

V^w>cv\
Martin Frosr

Michael E. Capuailo

Grace F ./Napolitano

Confine Brown.
Anna C- Eshoo

Charles A, Gonzalez


