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ToUl Pagos:

LRM ID; IM630

TO:

executivs office of the president 

Friday, June IS, 1999

legislative referral memorandum

l^islative uaison Otflcet - See Distribution below

from* f / *0MB CONTACT; Ko^'.J ^^j2%._Jone5®nmb.eop.flOV

SUBJECT:

DEADLINE:

SHfen RRm3 Of voting Systems Ac.

Noon Friday, July 2,1999[l^g- Noon rnggii ^ j

«»oM* cn:.,- Aj,.
SSSJdlSTnitr^w.?- <o' o'«“ «'™* *" “

the Omnibue Budget Reconciliation Act of 1990.

COMMENTS; 

niaTRIBUTION LIST

?Sra?Bactlon Commission - Tina VanBraKie - (202) 694-100S 

COP:
John E Thompson 
David J. Haun 
Steven D Aitken 
Robert G. Damus 
Micheue Peterson 
Broderick Johnson 
Caroiino R. Fredrickson 
Irene Bueno
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LRM ID: 1MS30 SUBJECT:
: JUSTICE Rep«to.HR1173SatesCI,oiceofVo«ngS,st».»Ad

RESPONSE TO 
legislative REFERRAL

memorandum

|f,oi.rrespons.totl«sr.Rue»llor vle«^

YOU ««« no. (you «m l* conn«t«l to «>lc. mil Kthe an.ly« doe.

not answer): or

TO;

FROM;

Ronald E. Jones Phone: 395-3386 Fax: 3954109

“5.3454

________ (Date)

, (Name) 

(Agency)

, (Telephone)

The following Is the response of our agency to your requi
last for views on the abovenraptloned subject

. Concur 

No Objection 

_ No Comment

See proposed edits on pages. 

Other;___________ ______
FAX RETURN of____ pages, attached to this response sheet
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jfTasJibtgfo'i’

for

The Honorable Melvin L. Watt

rraro^fWashington. u.C. 20512
Dear Representative wat-. April 29, :-000,

give S«^®®,®”S®o£ thi.

leal slat ion upon our er.rotu=

A3 snate
redl3t'"iot.ing, iupraM court's reoen (19931. thatr=r.foi£V4"--f ^ -£’1?lioflo"4inengfw'e-t«

racial elating to census data fi^e, suo^^ States'
”“f?S^iat‘i=n of :fr41-P«sln“on4-vo?e retirement,
efforts to comply vrtb -he on P i„relatureB to

rongresslonal Lid w eatlafy

redlstriccing o^roae " l^'efflcials as they engage m «*> 
“Si?efta« S?1l»^esS«.rredi.tricaing.
complex taSK or districts.

hr 11'73 would permit ’^a*very successful and
?ffi?rf4=fafElftSeflistirolfis'^^^^
S!ES”lsVafiiS?y%sf2eSIIird&f-ff4^^
SSed«V4nSl? '«'ilt dilute the votes of 

Tttinority voters.
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The bill provides the ^ing tb!r“

SS^rrSf -‘”
SS'lrS5iSir£%-i:fe^!^r
polarised voting.

That* you for th. opportimity to 
do »otto call ^ advised us
:S:rf?SS*tbe"^L^S=nve'o? tbi ^^nistration.s prograt,. there 

ia ao objection to submaeoion of thia letter.

Sincerely,

Jon P. Jenninga
Acting Aasiotauat Attorney General

-2-
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States' Choice of Voting Systems Act (Introduced in the House)

HR 1173IH

106th CONGRESS 

1st Session

H. R. 1173

To provide that States may use redistricting systems for Congressional districts other than 
single-member districts.

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

March 17,1999

Mr. watt of North Carolina (for himself, Mrs. CLAYTON, Mr. CLYBURN, Mr. SANDERS. Mr. 
CUMMINGS, Mrs. JONES of Ohio, Mr. SCOTT, Mr. FRAl^ of Massachusetts, Ms. LEE, Mr. 
THOMPSON of Mississippi, Mr. BROWN of California, Mr. HASTINGS of Florida, and Mr. DAVIS 
of Illinois) introduced the following bill; which was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary

A BILL

To provide that States may use redistricting systems for Congressional districts other than 
single-member districts.

Be U enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United Stales of America in 
Congress assembled.

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.
This Act may be cited as the 'States' Choice of Voting Systems Act'.

SEC. 2. RIGHT OF STATES TO CHOOSE DISTRICTING SYSTEMS.
The Act entitled An Act for the relief of Doctor Ricardo Vallejo Samala and to provide for 
congressional redistricting', approved December 14.1967 (2 U.S.C. 2c), is amended by striking 
In each State' and all that follows and inserting the following:

SEC. 2. CONGRESSIONAL REDISTRICTING.

£ rye <f\r\ i t .
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'In each State entitled in the One Hundred Eighth Congress or in any Congress thereafter to more 
than one Representative in Congress under an apportionment made pursuant to the provisions of 
section 22(a) of the Act of June 18, 1929 (ch. 28; 46 Stat. 26)-

'(1) there may be established by law a number of districts equal to the number of 
Representatives to which such State is so entitled and Representatives may be elected only 
from single-member districts so established, or

'(2) such State may establish a number of districts for election of Representatives that is less 
than the number of Representatives to which the State is entitled and Representatives may 
be elected from single-member districts, multi-member districts, or a combination of 
single-member and multi-member districts, if that State uses a system that meets the 
constitutional standard that each voter should have equal voting power and does not violate 
the Voting Rights Act of 1965 (42 U.S.C. 1973 et seq.).'.
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