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Establishing a special task force to recommend an appropriate recognition for the slave 
laborers who worked on the construction of the United States Capitol.

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

June 29, 2000

Mr. WATTS of Oklahoma (for himself and Mr. LEWIS of Georgia) submitted the 
following concurrent resolution; which was referred to the Committee on House 
Administration

CONCURRENT RESOLUTION

Establishing a special task force to recommend an appropriate recognition for the slave 
laborers who worked on the construction of the United States Capitol.

Whereas the United States Capitol stands as a symbol of democracy, equality, and 
freedom to the entire world;

Whereas the year 2000 marks the 200th anniversary of the opening of this historic 
structure for the first session of Congress to be held in the new Capital City;

Whereas slavery was not prohibited throughout the United States until the ratification of 
the 13th amendment to the Constitution in 1865;

Whereas previous to that date, African American slave labor was both legal and common 
in the District of Columbia and the adjoining States of Maryland and Virginia;

Whereas public records attest to the fact that African American slave labor was used in 
the construction of the United States Capitol;



Whereas public records further attest to the fact that the five-dollar-per-month payment 
for that African American slave labor was made directly to slave owners and not to the 
laborer; and

Whereas African Americans made significant contributions and fought bravely for 
freedom during the American Revolutionary War; Now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the Senate concurring). That—

(1) the Speaker of the House of Representatives and the President pro tempore of the 
Senate shall establish a special task force to study the history and contributions of these 
slave laborers in the construction of the United States Capitol; and

(2) such special task force shall recommend to the Speaker of the House of 
Representatives and the President pro tempore of the Senate an appropriate recognition 
for these slave laborers which could be displayed in a prominent location in the United 
States Capitol.



The Capitol’s Case 

Of Slave Labor
Forgotten Blacks May Be Honored 

For Work on Liberty s Landmarks
Bi- Darryl Fears

Decades of backbreaking 
labor had come down to one 
ver>’ important moment- 
pouring copper, tin and zinc 
into the mold of the Statue of 
Freedom that would be lifted 
atop the newly built U.S. 
Capitol dome in December 
1863.

Right then, the superin­
tendent in charge of the pro­
cess complained that his $8- 
per-day wage was too low 
and quit. He told his bosses 
that he alone knew how to do 
his job.

He was wrong. He prob­
ably didn’t notice Philip 
Reid—a slave assigned to 
feed the fires under the 
mold—itching to take 
charge.

"The Negro took the strik­
er s place as superintendent 
and the work went on," said a 
Dec. 2, 1863, article in the 
New York Tribune.

Reid was just one of hun­
dreds of black slaves and 
freemen who helped build 
the L'.S. Capitol and White 
House, two monuments of 
liberty in a nation that es­
poused freedom. Like most

slaves, Reid got no money for 
his work; his owner, Clark 
Mills, was compensated for 
his slave's labor.

Reid and the others got no 
praise, no plaudits, no 
plaques.

Now. more than 200 years 
after work on the buildings 
began in 1792 and 1793, two 
members of the House of 
Representatives have intro­
duced a bill intended to hon­
or them. The propostil by 
-I.C. Watts (R-Okla.) and 
John Lewis (D-Ga.) calls on 
Congress to establish a com­
mittee to explore the contri­
butions of slaves to building 
the Capitol and the White 

known at the time as 
the President’s House.

Watts said he hopes that 
the bill, which is on the 
House floor awaiting assign­
ment to a committee, will 
lead to a monument to the 
slaves on the Capitol

grounds. “We have hundreds 
of thousands of Americans 
coming to the Capitol every 
year," Walts said. “1 think it’s 
good for the American peo­
ple to see something that de­
notes the contribution that

slaves made to this building."
The congressman credited Ed­

ward Hotaling, a reporter for 
WRC-TV (Channel 4). with bring­
ing the subject to his attention. 
Hotaling unearthed U.S. Treasury 
promi.ssory notes to slave owners 
in the Capitol curator’s office. He 
brought them to Watts before air­
ing a report.

The recent announcement of 
the bill by Lewis and Watts drew a 
gasp from the national and in­
ternational media. “W’hite House 
and Capitol built by $5-a-month 
slaves,” .said a headline in the Lon­
don Independent. “Temples of 
freedom founded on slavery," said 
a headline in the Times of London.

Slaves built the Capitol and the 
WTiite House? Who knew?

William Allen knew, “I don’t 
know why this comes as .such 
great news," said Allen, an archi­
tectural historian for the Architect 
of the Capitol. “WTien you think of 
any building being built in that 
time period, in a slave state, what 
do you think?"

Russell Adams knew, too. 
“When I heard what they were 
considering, candidly. I chuckled." 
said Adams, chairman of Howard 
University’s Afro-American Stud­
ies Department. ’The question 
never came up before. Who’s do­
ing the work? Who’s moving the 
bricks?

“1 try to point this observation 
beyond the building of the Capitol. 
Blacks did the same work at Mon- 
ticello, the home of Thomas Jef­
ferson. the father of American de-

named George. They were also 
named Nace. Abram. Charles, 
Harry, Jerry and Thomas, Hut lit­
tle else is known about them, since 
nearly all of them were listed in 
the records only by their first 
names.

A bit more is known about Reid, 
who earned a laborer's pay of 
about $1 per day in the mid-1800s 
and was eventually freed after the 
Emancipation Proclamation dur­
ing the Civil War. Like other slave' 
owners in the District, Mills was 
allowed payment for what had 
been his property; he asked the 
government for $1,500—more 
than twice the amount he asked 
for any other slave—to compen­
sate for the loss of what one publi­
cation called “a highly skilled me­
chanic who performed the delicate 
and difficult task of fitting the 
Statue of Freedom on the dome of 
the Capitol."

YVhen the work of the slaves 
was done, the Treasury Depart­
ment delivered an lOU to the 
white owners. One note read: 
“Please pay to John Hurie the ...
balance due ... for the hire of Ne­
gro Emanuel for the year 1794." 
There about 20 such notes in the 
curator’s office of the Architect of 
the Capitol, and hundreds more in 
the National Archives.

A group of archives volunteers 
recently used the notes to compile 
a list of workers and found 122 
"Negro hire" references, all first 
names. Among them were labor­
ers, stonecutters and carpenters 
who did brutal work.

But African American slaves 
‘he only people who 

helped build the White House and 
the Capitol. French. German. 
Scottish and Irish immigrants also 
put in work. ’They came to Wash­
ington when it was still mostly 
swMp, with hardly any homes 
bmlt and expensive rooms for 
rent, said Allen, the historian.

But the slave contribution “is 
one of the frustrating parts of the 

I story, said Allen, who wrote an 
I article about the role slaves played 

in the Capitol and WTiite House in 
1994 for American Visions maga-

mocracy. for crying out loud."
Others knew as well. Lewis and 

historians throughout Washington 
visited the issue in 1989, during a 
debate in Congress over whether 
to build the .Museum of African- 
American History on the Mall.

Adams said the more recent bill 
in the House created “an insulting 
irony. They’re saying, retroactive­
ly, Thanks, George. We forgot to 
thank you when you did the 
work.’'

As it turns out, several slaves 
who worked on the projects were

reason it’s frustrating is 
we don't know much about it," Al­
len said. “There were only first 
names. No last names. We don’t 
know anything. ’There’s no depth 
to the story. You have to imagine 

■ what these people looked like. You 
I have to imagine where they lived.
I You have to wonder about the lan- 
: guages they spoke. This is the 
stuff for movie producers. Histori­
ans hke jpyself Fan’t get a handle 
on it because the records are 
slim."

Adams, the Howard University

professor, said there’s no history 
because the slaves were consid- 
crcii no more than chattel. “They 
would serve people food and their 
private parts would bump against 
the table, and no one would say 
these people need clothing, be­
cause the penple who were talking 
about freedom though: them to be 
animals," Adams said.

“Anv efforts to notice the work

of .African Americans as slaves and 
freemen is appropriate," said Rep. 
James E. Clyburn (D-S.C.). “You 
can do it by issuing an apology for 
slavery, nr acknowledging that 
some remuneration is due, or you 
can do it by getting people to sit 
down and study this issue all 
across the board. I think the coun­
try needs to come to grips with 
this whole thing."
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Senate Defies Veto. 
Votes to Abolish 

‘Marriage Penalty’
Sr E«IC PlAMN
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The Senate voted yesterday to 
reduce taxes for married couples 
as Republicans—emboldened by 
new estimates of soaring budget 
surpluses—set their sights on 
keeping their tax cut bandwagon 
rolling through the election year.

Defying an almost certain 
V\Tiite House veto, the Senate vot­
ed 61 to 38 in favor of a GOP- 
drafted measure to eliminate a 
quirk in the tax code under which 
millions of married couples pay 
more in taxes than they would if 
they were single and filing sep­
arately. The bill, which would also 
extend relief to many other mar- ' 
ried couples, would reduce federal 
revenue $248 billion over the next 
decade.

“Families today have many, 
many financial challenges,” said 
Senate Finance Committee Chair­
man William V. Roth Ji. (R-Del.). ' 
“Getting married should not be 
one of them. It's only fair—it’s on­
ly fair to let families keep more of 
what they earn.”

Eight Democrats broke with the 
party to back the bill, underscor- » 
ing the Republicans' success this 
year in mustering some Demo­
cratic support for tax bills—some­
thing they were unable to achieve 
last year when Clinton vetoed 
their major tax bill. In the shifting 
politics of taxes. Republicans are 
now gambling that voters, swept 
up in a booming economy, are be­
coming inured to long-standing 
Democratic arguments that GOP 
tax cuts primarily help the rich.

Last week. Congress completed 
work on legislation to phase out 
the federal estate tax, and GOP 
lawmakers are preparing bills that
would raise contribution limits on 
individual retirement accounts, 
cut Social Security taxes for up­
per-income people and possibly re­
peal the alternative minimum tax, 
a measure originally enacted to 
prevent wealthy Americans from 
avoiding taxes.

In the wake of new Congres-
-'-sjonal Budget Office estimates of 
•t;rhe surplus, GOP leaders said they 

may further sweeten the marriage 
•ntak.'bill when House and Senate 
is/members meet to reconcile com- 
>T»eung versions of the bill. 
■rinuLawmakers said, for example, 
:ithat they may speed up the imple- 

l-incntation of the legislation, 
■cudiich, as approved by the Senate, 
lavould increase the standard de^ 

duction for married couples filing 
“ibintly to twice the basic standard 
r cloduction for an unmarried indi- 
otvidnal. expand the 1.8 percent and 
-raH^iercent income tax brackets for 
•".niarried couples and adjust the 
■^earned-income tax credit to help 

-iltlwcr-income families. 
ori.-'GBO reported yesterday that 
i; putting aside the Social Security 
-TfU-ogram, the budget surplus will 

be nearly $2.2 trillion over the 
^foming decade, or $1.3 trillion 
•>-mgher than the budget office’s 
! 'January es'imaies.

j'^'-'^"Thi> extra surplus is ... a 
• tudiidtall proli; to the federal gov- 

eriimeiu baseci on the work, theef- 
I doTls, the risk-taking of the Amer- 
Mifun workers.’' said House Ways 
■iamf Means Committee Chairman 

Bill Archer (R-Tex.). “As a result, 
ttlflo government, like a company, 
fc sluwld give a ‘bonus’ to those who 
?aTidlic this possible.”

Senate Majority Leader Trent 
(R-Miss.) added that “we 

I’aBght to do all we can” to allow 
^Americans to keep more of their 
money, “since there’s a tremen­
dous non-Social Security surplus 
pouring into the federal Trea­
sury."

But House Minority Leader 
Richard A. Gephardt (D-Mo.) and 
Senate Minority Leader Thomas 
A. Daschle (D-S.D.) urged the Re­
publicans to use prudence in 
spending the projected surplus, 
warning that it could shrink or dis- 
apiiear almost as quickly as it 

.snowballed during the past two

years.
Daschle said the soaring sur­

plus projections are the “fiscal 
equivalent of the dot-com stock 
market [and] every bit as vola­
tile,” adding that “to base an en­
tire tax strategy on that volatility,
1 think, is a huge mistake.”

Democrats also raised fairness 
issues: A new Treasury Depart­
ment analysis of seven GOP tax 
measures that have passed the 
House Ways and Means Commit­
tee this year said that together, 76 
percent of the cuts would go to the 
23 million wealthiest families. The 
remaining 91 million families 
would get just over 23 percent.

Clinton has proposed more tar­
geted marriage penalty relief, but 
yesterday he renewed his offer to 
accept a bigger tax cut of about 
$250 billion over 10 years if the 
Republicans would accept a Medi­
care prescription drug benefit for 
the elderly of an equal value along 
the lines of the Democratic plan.

“By itself, 1 would veto this bill.” 
Clinton .said in a statement issued 
yesterday from Camp David, 
where he was brokering Middle 
East peace talks. He described the 
Republican plan as “fiscally irre­
sponsible, poorly targeted and re­
gressive.”

With surpluses looming. Demo­
crats have joined Republicans in 
calling for major tax relief this 
year, but the two sides have not 
been able to agree on the size or 
shape of legislation in a highly 
charged political atmosphere. The 
House took the lead early this year 
in passing marriage penalty relief 
legislation—a 10-year, $182 bil­
lion liicasure. But the effort stalled 
in the Senate when the Kepu'o- 
licans could not overcome Demo­
cratic delaying tactics.

Last week. ^ the Republicans 
took a (Afferent tack by granting 
the marriage penalty tax legisla­
tion special immunity from filibus­
ters. The House passed its version 
of the bill for the second time, and

yesterday the Senate fin.illy 
pushed through its version. Once 
they work out their differences, 
GOP leaders intend to send a final 
version to Clinton before the July 
31 start of the Republican Nation­
al Convention in Philadelphia, in 
hopes of drawing stark differences 
between the two parties over tax­
es.

House Majority Leader Richard 
K. Armey (R-'lex.) told reporters 
yesterday th;.t Congress would de­
lay sending Clinton the legislation 
phasing out the estate tax until 
September, to deny Clinton the 
chance to lump it together with 
the marriage penalty legislation 
and portray the cuts costly

"They’re anxious to get every­
thing together so they can throw 
their right labels on it and see if 
they can spin their way out of sign­
ing it,” Armey said.

The eight Senate Democrats 
who voted with the Republicans to 
pass the marriage penalty legisla­
tion yesterday were Sens. Joseph 
R. Biden Jr. (Del.), Robert C. Byrd 
(W.Va.), Max Cleland (Ga.), 
Dianne Feinstein (Calif.), Bob 
Kerrey (Neb.), Herb Kohl (Wis ), 
Mary Landrieu (La.) and Robert 
G. 'Torricelli (N.J.). Sen. George 
V. Voinorich was the lone GOP 
vote against the bill. The Mary­
land and Virginia senators voted 
with their respective parties.
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THOMAS SOWELL
f ■ ^he first thing to understand 

I about the issue of repara- 
I tions for slavery is that no 
A money is going to be paid. 

The very people who are demand­
ing reparations know it is not going 
to happen.

Why then are they demanding 
something that they know they are 
not going to get? Because the dem­
agogues themselves will benefit, 
even if nobody else does. Stirring 
up historic grievances pays off in 
publicity and votes.

Some are saying Congress should 
at least issue an official apology for 
slavery. But slavery is not some­
thing you apologize for, any more 
than you apologize for murder. You 
apologize for accidentally stepping 
on someone’s toes or for playing 
your TV too loud at night But, if you 
have ever enslaved anybody, an 
apology is not going to cut it. And if 
you never enslaved anybody, then 
what are you apologizing for?

The very idea of apologizing for 
what somebody else did is mean­
ingless, however fashionable it has

Pleiwifte nWB tff incfi^ jm day-

Reparations rhetoric and reality
- - .. « „.L_   u f*mnnmv flS 3 wHolc 5611become A scholar once said that tractions from the task of develop-

the great economist David Ricardo mg the capabihhes that pay “

^idy tiling that would give cially young blacks -- can sust^ 
the idea of reparations for slavery more lasting d^age from nusallo- 
*en the appearance of rationality eating their time, attention and

economy as a whole benefited.
The last desperate argument for 

reparations is that blacks have 
lower incomes >and occupations 
than whites today because of the 
legacy of slavery. Do the people 
who say this seriously believe black 
and white incomes and occupations 
would be the same if Africans had 
immigrated voluntarily to this 
country?passed down from generation to . ^oes^y^i^ser^^^^

fsrs-alive today are responsible for what If "ot, me ^ single coun-
their ancestors did i" centuries tio" ^ ^ tjjat slav- try where aU the different groups
past, we wiU be adopting a prma- .^e^w ins ci^eu incomes and occu-
ple that can tear any swiety apart, ^ericL econ- pations. Why would people from
especially a multi-ethnic society Americans Mrica be the lone exception on tos

benefited, so that reparations would planet? Groups everywhere differ
be like back pay. Although slave- too much in too many ways to have 
owners benefited from slavery, it is 
by no means obvious there were net 
benefits to the economy as a whole, 
especially when you subtract the

like the United States.
Even if we were willing to go 

dovm that dangerous road, the facts 
of history do not square with the 
demand for reparations. Millions 
of immigrants arrived in this coun-

Sd“«ndants guilty too and Should the 
expected to pay out hard cash to people be repaid by hvmg Peop^ 
redeem themselves’ who are no better off than if slavery

Even duS tile era of slavery, had never existed? The poorest 
most white people ovmed no slaves. region of the United 
Are their descendants supposed to been the ®

for ftp depcpnaapts ot thos. oMs”
™ about the effect of aU this century Europe The worldwide 

on today’s black popidation? Is any- track record of slavery as an eco
one made better off by being sup- nomic system is bad. Slaveowners 
plied with resentments and dis- benefited, but that is not saymg the

the same outcomes.
Slavery itself was not unique to 

Africans. The very word “slave” 
derives from the name of a Euro­
pean people — the Slavs, who were 
enslaved for centuries before the 
first African was brought to the 
Western Hemisphere. The tragic 
fact is that slavery existed all over 
the world, for thousands of years. 
Unfortunately, irresponsible dema­
gogues have also existed for thou­
sands of years.

Thomas Sowell is a nationally 
syndicated columnist.



rajority Leader Tyent
^ /I Lott promises that the 

I Senate will soon grant 
- - ▼ JL China permanent nor­
mal trade relations (PNTR) but at 
the same time they should send a 
pro-security message to the next 
president by passing the “China 
Nonproliferation Act.” Without an 
ag^essive security stand, Chinese 
spies will continue to fleece Amer­
ica of its technology.

Either our government is incred­
ibly naive about China or it is cor­
rupt. Earlier this week, for example. 
The Washington Times reported 
that communist China annually 
sends hundreds of low wage tech­
nicians to work inside American 
high-tech firms on military-related 
programs. This is especially alarm­
ing given last year’s Cox report.

That report warned that Beijing 
forces American firms to hand over 
technology to obtain entry to Chi­
nese ma^ets. It also revealed that 
Beijing uses Chinese nationals 
employed by U.S. firms to steal tech­
nology.

The “China Nonproliferation 
Act,” which is pending passage in 
the Senate, would restrict the sale, 
transfer or misuse of sensitive tech­
nologies to the communist Chinese. 
It would require the president to 
closely monitor all transactions 
with China that might help that 
regjime’s military forces and compel 
China to stop transferring missile 
technology to rogue countries such 
as Iran.

A serious effort to curb China’s 
feast on American technolopes is 
overdue. During President Clinton’s , 
stewardship, China has bought or 
stolen some of our technological 
crown jewels: secrets to seven 
nuclear warheads, ballistic missile 
know-how,.and deep-sea and stealth 
technologies.

Mr. Clinton’s Commerce Depart­
ment blatantly circumvented 
important security checks to allow 
high-technology sales to China. Mis­
sile and satellite firms like Loral 
and Hughes sold know-how to the 
Chinese, which helped their ballis­
tic missile program. The adminis­
tration liberalized high-perfor­
mance computer exports to China. 
These computers are now being 
used to test and design nuclear 
weapons and their delivery sys­
tems. In 1996, in order to sell tech- 
nolo^, the administration falsely 
certified that China is not a nuclear 
proliferator, but recent reports indi­
cate that China continues to help 
Pakistan and Iran develop atomic 
programs.

Security problems at Los Alam­
os were exacerbated by Mr. Clin­
ton’s first energy secretary. Hazel 
O’Lea^, who di^atically loosened 
security procedures at the lab. This 
decision drew national attention last 
year after the Wen Ho Lee spy scan­
dal broke. At that time, the new 
energy secretary. Bill Richardson, 
promised to fix the security night­
mare, but this spring, there was 
more bad news when hard drives 
containing top secret nuclear infor­
mation mysteriously disappeared 
for a time.

The security crisis is pervasive. 
This spring the FBI discovered 
monitoring bugs planted inside 
State Department rooms. The State 
Department also lost a laptop com­
puter loaded with top secret mili­
tary information.

Last month, China’s Xinhua 
News Agency, a front for China’s 
Ministry of State Security, pur­
chased a new headquarters build­
ing that has a view of the Pentagon’s 
outermost corridor, where senior 
officials work and an array of anten­
nas on the Pentagon’s roof are locat­
ed. Interestingly, this same com­
plex was once owned by the East 
German government, known for its 
aggressive spying. Days after the 
purchase was publicized. Congress 
voted to block the sale.

Security against Chinese intru­
sion isn’t much better inside the

EitYier our government 
is incredibly naive 
about China or it is 
corrupt.
Pentagon. The Defense Depart­
ment’s Tfechnology Security Policy 
Office (DTSPO) that oversees high- 
tech transfers to potential adver­
saries is being moved miles away 
and key intelligence assessments 
of proposed technology transfers 
are being shut down.

The DTSPO, which was previ­
ously known as the Defense Ttech- 
nology Security Administration, has 
been the lone administration voice 
that has consistently objected to the 
Commerce Department’s open door 
treatment of the Chinese.

Recently, Dave Tarbell, who 
directs the DTSPO, made technol­
ogy' transfers to China easier. He 
directed his staff to cut the 
Defense Intelligence Agency out 
of the review process for tech­
nologies bound for Israel. Insiders 
complain that decoupling DIA 
from the review process removes 
a major barrier to the transfer of 
sophisticated technologies to 
Israel, that could then be sold to 
China.

Mr. Tarbell’s directive came 
days prior to the arrival of Israeli 
Defense Minister Ephraim Shen 
who came to Washington to 
“straighten things out” over a 
planned sale of Phalcon, an air­
borne warning and control system, 
to China. Under pressure, last 
week, Israel pulled the Phalcon 
sale.

Recently, Mr. 'Ihrbell ordered 
DIA to exclude foreigners who are 
working for U.S. high-tech firms, 
so-called “deemed export” cases, 
from their threat assessment to 
Congress. This is significant 
because some of our best technolo­
gy firms clamor for cheap, highly 
trained Chinese labor. Beijing 
eagerly ships them to Silicon V^ey 
where using special visas, they dis­
place American workers and may 
eventually return to China with our 
secrets.

American companies and our 
government have been poor custo­
dians of this nation’s technology and 
the problem has become worse 
under this administration. Immedi­
ate action is needed.

The Senate should reject PNTR 
but, if Congress must grant China 
PNTR, then it should protect our 
technology by passing the “China 
Nonproliferation Act.”

Congress should ask the DIA 
about Pentagon guidance regarding 
intelligence assessments of tech­
nology bound for Israel and other 
countries that sell military tech­
nology to China.

Congress should also investigate 
why Chinese nationals wito access 
to U.S. ei^ort controlled technology 
are specifically excluded from their 
threat assessment.

Finally, the American people 
must insist that this administra­
tion’s security ineptitude not be 
repeated. The next president must 
appoint reliable people who will 
guard our secrets.

Since 1993, stolen or purchased 
American technology has enabled 
China’s military to advance decades 
beyond where it would have been 
without our help. That nation, 
which considers the U.S. an 
“enemy” and whose defense minis­
ter said war with the U.S. is 
“inevitable,” soon will be prepared 
to face our military on the battle­
field.

Robert L. Maginnis is a retired 
U.S. Army lieutenant colonel and is 
the Family Research Council's vice 
president for national security and 
foreign affairs.
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Irene Bueno
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Record Type: Record

To: See the distribution list at the bottom of this message

cc: Anna Richter/OPD/EOP@EOP, Christina S. Ho/OPD/EOP@EOP, Reynaldo ValenciaAA/HO/EOP@EOP
Subject: Legislation to establish task force on appropriate recognition of slave labor of constmction of the Capitol

We may be asked for press guidance on this legislation (see below). There was Post 
article on this yesterday. Please advises to how we should respond if asked ahont this 
legislation. Thanks.

Establishing a special task force to recommend an appropriate recognition for the slave 
laborers who worked on the construction of the United States Capitol. (Introduced in the 
House)

HCON 368 IH

106th CONGRESS 

2d Session 

H. CON. RES. 368

Establishing a special task force to recommend an appropriate recognition for the slave 
laborers who worked on the construction of the United States Capitol.

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

June 29, 2000

Mr. WATTS of Oklahoma (for himself and Mr. LEWIS of Georgia) submitted the following 
concurrent resolution; which was referred to the Committee on House Administration

CONCURRENT RESOLUTION

Establishing a special task force to recommend an appropriate recognition for the slave 
laborers who worked on the construction of the United States Capitol.

Whereas the United States Capitol stands as a symbol of democracy, equality, and freedom to 
the entire world;



Whereas the year 2000 marks the 200th anniversary of the opening of this historic structure for 
the first session of Congress to be held in the new Capital City;

Whereas slavery was not prohibited throughout the United States until the ratification of the 
13th amendment to the Constitution in 1865;

Whereas previous to that date, African American slave labor was both legal and common in 
the District of Columbia and the adjoining States of Maryland and Virginia;

Whereas public records attest to the fact that African American slave labor was used in the 
construction of the United States Capitol;

Whereas public records further attest to the fact that the five-dollar-per-month payment for that 
African American slave labor was made directly to slave owners and not to the laborer; and

Whereas African Americans made significant contributions and fought bravely for freedom 
during the American Revolutionary War: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the Senate concurring), That-

(1) the Speaker of the House of Representatives and the President pro tempore of the 
Senate shall establish a special task force to study the history and contributions of these slave 
laborers in the construction of the United States Capitol; and

(2) such special task force shall recommend to the Speaker of the House of 
Representatives and the President pro tempore of the Senate an appropriate recognition for 
these slave laborers which could be displayed in a prominent location in the United States 
Capitol.

Message Sent To:

Maria Echaveste/WHO/EOP@EOP 
Minyon Moore/WHO/EOP@EOP 
Barbara A. Johnson/OMB/EOP@EOP 
Robert B. Johnson/WHO/EOP@EOP 
Debra A. Carr/WHO/EOP@EOP 
Barbara Chow/OMB/EOP@EOP



Slavery 
June 20, 2000

Does the President support Tony Hail's resolution apologizing for slavery?

As I understand the resolution, it apologizes on behalf of Congress. Now the President has made 
clear that slavery was wrong and that it caused harm to our country. If a resolution by congress 
can help in the healing process that's a matter for members of Congress to decide.

The President as you know has long focused on the issue of race in America and the need for 
reconciliation--that's why he created his Initiative on One America, why he created the office of 
One America and why he continues to work in a variety of ways to ensure that equal opportunity 
is there for all America--for example, last week he hosted a strategy session on improving 
Hispanic student achievement because of the gaps in educational attainment experienced by 
Latinos-why he calls for increased funding for civil rights enforcement in this year's budget, etc.



Debra Carr <Debra.Carr@usdoj.gov>
06/28/2000 06:00:00 PM

Record Type: Record

To: Irene Bueno/WHO/EOP

Subject: Re: Request for help with UN conference(?) on racialdiscrimination -Reply

I don't think there was any specific follow-up that Maria wanted...she 
was brainstorming on reparations. We do need an answer to this 
problem, and since the discussion did not result in anything new 
substantively, I will continue convening WH people to discuss specific 
options.

I think it would help to have some understanding of what the POTUS and 
VPOTUS have said on the issue so last week I asked Tracy, one of the 
interns, to compile this information. She will have it for me on Thursday. 
With that background, we should be better able to focus on the problem 
and think through our response and/or talking points, related legislative 
issues, etc.

By the way, we have a tentative date of July 21 for the first domestic 
"Discussion Group" for the World Conference. I asked Rochelle last 
week and again today to check if Maria is in town; it seems she may or 
may not be traveling with the POTUS to Japan. Since we are already 
months behind on starting these events it would be good it this date could 
be firmed up.

DAC



- -V / Jena V. Roscoe 06/14/2000 12:28:24 PM

Record Type; Record

To: Irene Bueno/OPD/EOP@EOP
cc: See the distribution list at the bottom of this message
Subject: FYI: Reparations Conference in DC/ June 14 - June 20, 2000

The organization that is known as the leading reparations movement among African Americans: 
N'COBRA, which stands for National Coalition of Blacks for Reparations in. America, will host their 11th 
Annual Reparations Conference at Howard University in the Blackburn Center throughout this week, 
weekend, and early next week. Some of their invited guest include Congressman John Conyers, 
Congresswoman Carrie Meek, Reverend Al Sharpton, TransAfrica's Randall Robinson. Dr. Conrad Worrill 
of the National Black United Front, and Economist/Author Dr. Claud Anderson.

On Monday, June 19, (Juneteenth Day), there will be a "Rally for Reparations" on the Capitol Steps from 
12:00pm - 2;00pm. On Tuesday, June 20, participants in the conference will lobby Congress.

Prior to the Juneteenth Day events by the organization, on Saturday, June 17, from 12:00pm - 3:00pm 
and Sunday, June 18, from 9:00am - 5:00pm, conference participants will hold a National Reparations 
Rally at the Lincoln Memorial. The rally is also in conjunction with the National Juneteenth Observance 
Foundation. Presidential Correspondence is preparing a letter for this event sponsored by the National 
Juneteenth Observance Foundation.

On Friday, June 16, Congressman John Conyers (and Honorary N'COBRA Chair) is slated to provide the 
Town Hall Meeting Address from 7:00pm - 10:00pm.

Message Copied To:
Reynaldo Valencia/WHO/EOP@EOP 
Christine A. StanekAVHO/EOP@EOP 
Maureen T. Shea/WHO/EOP@EOP 
Adrian E. Miller/WHO/EOP@EOP 
Victoria L. Valentine/WHO/EOP@EOP 
Vincent Fry/WHO/EOP@EOP 
Orson C. Porter/WHO/EOP@EOP
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RESOLUTION APOLOGIZING FOR SLAVERY (House of Representatives - June 18, 1997)

[Page: H3890] GPO's PDF

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a previous order of the House, the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Hall] 
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. HALL of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, last week, I introduced House Concurrent Resolution 96, This is a 
resolution that apologizes for slavery in the United States. It is rather simple. It is only one sentence 
long. Let me read it:

Resolved by the House of Representatives that the Congress apologizes to Afi ican-Americans whose 
ancestors suffered as slaves under the Constitution and the laws of the United States until 1 865.

That is simply what it says. It is a very simple idea. The Congress apologizes. It is a powerful message.

When a brother wrongs a brother, he apologizes. That is the foundation for beginning again. That is the 
price for restoring lost trust. This is the only way to start over. It is a simple gesture. It carries deep 
meaning. And it is the right thing to do.

When an institution wrongs a people, so it is again the right thing to do. In the name of all Catholics, 
Pope John Paul II apologized for violence during the 16th century Counter-Reformation and he asked 
for forgiveness.

Forty years after the Holocaust, the legislature of East Germany apologized for the atrocities committed 
against the Jews.

Just last month, British Prime Minister Tony Blair apologized for the failure of his country to fully 
respond to the thousands of deaths during the Irish potato famine of the mid-19th century.

It has been 134 years since slayery ended. Since that time. Congress has taken proud strides forward, 
done some wonderful things, including civil rights laws. But it is not enough.

Look around. The effects still linger today. Through my work as chairman of the former House Select 
Committee on Hunger and through my efforts to improve the lives of America's poor, 1 have seen the 
effects firsthand. We as a nation must do more. This is not a political gesture, it is not a partisan gesture, 
it is a very simple gesture and it certainly is the right thing.

The slaves and slave holders are long gone. No one alive today is responsible for slavery . No one alive 
today was shackled by the chains of slavery in America. Indeed, most Americans are the descendants of 
people who came to the United States after slavery ended.

All of us today, white and black, live in the shadow of our past. African-Americans today still suffer 
from the lingering effects. We all pay the price of slavery .

1 of3 6/14,'2000 12:29 PM
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The hatred and racial divisions springing from slavery are very much alive. Let us take this step to bur>' 
that hatred with the bones of the slaves and the slave holders.

No Member of Congress today voted on measures to perpetuate slavery . But the Congress as an 
institution does bear responsibility. The laws we passed ignored, even encourtiged slavery Our 
Constitution, the foundation for the Congress, and our Government even declared at one lime iliai a 
black man was only three-fifths of a person.

Congress is a great institution. It is the most respected deliberative body in the world. At least three 
times in recent years. Congress formally apologized.

In 1988, it apologized to the Japanese-Americans who were interned in the United States during World 
War II.

In 1993, Congress offered a formal apology to native Hawaiians for the role the United States and U S. 
citizens played in the overthrow of the government of the Kingdom of Hawaii 100 years earlier.

In 1990, Congress apologized to uranium miners, people affected by nuclear tests in Nevada, and then- 
families.

An apology by Congress is rare, it is special, but it is not without precedence. Apologizing is symbolic, 
but it has a great meaning for those who are apologizing and it has power for those who are wronged.

Why apologize to just African-Americans for slayeiy' ? What about all the other people who have been 
wronged by laws passed by the Congress? The wrongs against Afriean-Americans are clear to everyone. 
The consequences are severe. Maybe we have wronged others. Maybe an apology to them is due. 1 do 
not know. That is another issue. I do know that we need to apologize to African-Americans.

Many people have told me that apologizing is an empty, meaningless gesture. 1 f ii was so meaningless, 
why has the resolution erupted a fire storm of controversy throughout this Nation'^ II'apologizing were 
so easy, then why is this resolution so difficult?

No, it is not easy to apologize. It is the right thing to do. Today 134 years later, it is not too late, but let 
us wait no longer. We are a nation of immigrants. Those who came as free men went in one direction. 
Those who came from slave ships, another. If we are to travel towards a common future, we owe it to 
our children to clearly mark that the early fork in the road was the wrong way.

This is a simple resolution. It simply reads;

[Page: H3891] GPO's PDF

Resolved by the House of Representatives that the Congress apologizes to African-Americans whose 
ancestors suffered as slaves under the Constitution and laws of the United Stales until 1865.

Mr. CLAY. Mr. Speaker, there is only one thing worse than committing an injustice. There is 
perhaps only one thing that makes a mistake last forever, and that Mr. Speaker is the failure to 
offer an apology and to ask for forgiveness. We cannot make amends to our ancestors who were 
slaves. We cannot right all the wrongs of the past which have contributed to racism and economic 
injustice. But, we can say that this Nation is very soiTy for the saddest chapter in its history.

One of the most profound changes in the history of this society occurred more than 100 years ago 
The Civil War rocked the roots of this Nation. The war tested the resolve of the .American people 
to form a more perfect union. It brought an end to slavery -the curse that robbed thousands of 
Americans of their basic human rights and sabotaged the fundamental premise of equality to
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which every person is entitled.

The end of slavery in the 19th century and the establishment of the Civil Rights Act in the 20th 
century were turning points in the history of this Nation. Now, as we approach the 21st century it 
is time to move further ahead in our quest for a truly democratic society.

On Saturday, President Clinton gave a major address on the race problem that plagues our Nation. 
In this spirit we embrace the Resolution to Apologize for Slavery . May we begin now to chart the 
next course toward the achievement of a truly equal, truly color-blind society.

Mr. Speaker, I join other colleagues in cosponsoring the House concurrent resolution to apologize 
to all African-Americans whose ancestors suffered as slaves. This apology is long overdue, but it 
is never too late to do what is right.
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AFRICAN-AMERICAN PERMANENT FUND 
P. O. Box 6J41 

Somerset, NJ 0B873

May 19. 2000

Mr. John Podesta, Chief of Staff 
The White House 
1600 Pexmaylvania Avenue 
Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mr. Podesta:

In whh a series of lotters over the year with President Clinton on the issue
of reparations for the descendants of slaves, I am requesting a meeting with the President 
on behalf of the AMi^m-Ammtxat Pmrmement Furetto present a re»lution to this very 
impoftant matter. The attwidees will include a delegation of Aflrican-American leaders 
from religious, academic, business, civil rights and political sectors of our community.

Due to the urgency of this matter and conflicts in schedules, we would prefer that you 
consider the following dates for a meeting: June 7, 8, 9, 13, 14, 15 or 16, 2000, Upon 
confirmation of a suitable date, the list of attendees will be forwarded to you.

Thank you for your immediate attention to this matter. If you have questions, 1 can be 

reached at 732-873-3827.

Richard £ 
President
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A FRICAN-AMERICAN PERMANENT FUND 
E a Bax 6141 

Somerset, NJ 08S73

TO: Ms. Stephanie Streell
White fifouse ScheduJing Office 

202-456-6208
FROM«)^chard E. Barber, Sr, Premdent 

^icao-American Pextnanent Fund 

Telephone # 732-873-3827

DATE: May 19, 2000

Please note that I spoke with Rachel, in Mr. John Podosta’s office, relative to a meeting 
whb President Clinton. (Please see attached letter)

Thanks.

^ ^ p-3^)

fp\ y/1^
^ (>>') ?1^~3 r>7

Iiu<^ -h-l&fAitXL 0>rs\rj^£W^i^ ^

-fi)



FROM : THOMRS FOODS INC PHONE NO. : 90S 963 6944 Jun. 09 2000 04:32PM P6/6

AFRICAN-AMERICAN PERMANENT FUND 

P.O. Box 6141 
Somerset, NJ 08875

December 14, 1999

The President
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W.
Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mr. Resident,

“If not now” - When?
“If not you” - Then Who?

unfinished busings of the 20 or political courage to do, and no fijture President may have
dowhatnopastPresi<^enthashadtbem^ F^li^«^g^ ^ mprecedcoted period of economic 
the available financial resource surplus - thanks to your leadership and
prosperity from Wall Street to Mm Street p and-address “die unfinished
Adi^istration policies - now is the time to support OptyatKat togni.i^augc «
business of the 20^ Century,”

, AdTi7„ r.
successfully achieving me goals ot cipyranons onaas- 
nation would be an ideal Swum to announce Ibis initiative.

sssss3“SHSSSr:::
; S'SiS5SHSSE3.

CaliforniaMs. SusjBt Taylor, Senior Editor of Essence Magazine
Dr. Maya Angelou, Author, Poet, Rofessor, An American Legend 

1 pray that now you reciprocate and fiiUy siqiport Operation Right Cal^.

I »»Hd Ito to m«t wi* you or y<mr dtoisnatod rr»res«.Ulivo to ditoUto this mato- to detail. May Ood 
conimue to bless you and your family, and the America that we both love.

Yours truly.

Richard E. Barber, Sr., President 
732-873-3827
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THE WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINCtTON

December 7, 1999

PF.R.qnwAT,-

Mr. Richard E. Barber, Sr.
President
African-American Permanent Fund 
Post Office Box 6141 
Somerset, New Jersey 08875

Dear Richard:
Thank you for the copies of The Economic Emancipation of 

African-Americans: "Let the Church Say, Amen." I look forward 
to reading your work.

Thanks:, too, for your thoughtful letter and the materials 
regarding financial compensation for the descendents of slaves.
I appreciate having your insights on’this issue, and I have 
shared your recommendations with members of my sta.ff . B.e assured 
that my Administration remains committed to eradicating all forms 
of discrimination in our country and to empowering those' who, 
throughput history, have been excluded from political, economic, 
and educational opportunities. Building on the foundation laid 
by the President's Initiative on Race, the White House office on 
the President's Initiative for One America is working to address 
the racial issues that have divided our nation for far too long. 
As we continue working to forge a more just and unified America,
I am grateful for your input. Best regards.

Sincerely,
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AFRICAN-AMERICAN PERMANENT FUND 

P.O.Box 6141 
Somerset, NJ 08875

September 7, 1999

r

Dear Mr. President,
I am writing to bring to your personal attention some “unfinished business of the 20* Century,” 

■with the hope that you will address this matter ■with the full authority of your office.

At the dawn of the 20* Century, E>r. W.E. DuBois forewarned America “that the greatest domestic 

problem it feced would be the color line problem.” We near the end of this century still plagued by the

“color line problem and ■with the full reahzation that race matters.

Mr. President, the “unfinished business” of which I speak, is the matter of compensation to tire 

of slaves for the “evil institution of slavery.’’ Ancestors of African-Americans labored for 246 

years without a payday as slaves to build the economic foundation on which America stands today, The 

legal end of slavery with President Lincoln issuing the Emancipation Proclamation on January 1, 1863 did 

not end the legal oRiression of the former slaves. The former slaves and their descendents faced another 

100 years of federal and state governmenl sanctioned “apartheid” legislative nrardales and enactments, Jim 

Crow laws and “local customs.” These discriminatoiy federal and state laws blocked and/or impeded their 

economic, education and social upward mobility of Afiican-Americans even our generation.

Mr. President, in the history of our nation, finv events have presented themselves where the 

Presadent and the Congressional Leadership, acting in unison, could make a decision with profound and 

lasting impact for all ages. Some of those historical events were;

1. The First Continental rnngty.«g; under the leadership of John Hancock and the delegates with “courage 

and vision” in the adoption of the Declaration of Independence on July 4. 1776.
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2. The tedious efforts of President Abraham Lincoln and the 1863 Congress to maintain the Lmioii and 

the integrity of our nation, notwithstanding a divisive and brutal Civil War.

3. The “leaderehip and vision” of President Franklin D, Roosevelt and Congress during the post 

“Depression Era” in the passage of key legislation to lift the nation to its feet economically. 

Legislation sudi as the Social Security Act; Unemployment Act; the March 6. 1933 Bank Holiday to 

stabilize the banking industry; Public Works Projects, and the GI Bill of Rights, were very vital to 

America’s best inler^.
4. President John F. Kennerfy’s unpopular actions during the turbulent racial crisis and the dark days of 

the I960’s Civil Rights Movement. He forewarned the nation that notwithstanding the racial turmoil 

and. civil tearing at the basic fabric of America, “the real and greatest tragedy would be to do 

nothing.” Also his commitment of America’s scientific genius and resources to the Space Program.

5. The courageous and unpopular decision of President Dwight Eisenhower in sending federal troops into 

Little Rock, Arkansas on September 24, 1957 to protect nine (9) Black students enrolled in Central 

High Sdiool.
6. President Richard ML NLxon’s “visionary and historic” trip lo China on February 21, 1972 which 

opened up a va^ consumer and commercial market to American businesses.

7. President Ronal Reagan's extraordinary leadersbip in ending the Cold War between America and the 

Soviet Union, and the removal of the Berlin Wall of Shame.

Now, Mr. President, it is your turn to act with that same “unwavering courage and statesraan-likc 

leadership” as your predecessors mentioned above, you have a “unique and historic” opportunity to act 

with wisdom and in file best inletest.of the nation in the spirit of Proveibs 29:18 - Where there is no 

vision, the people perish.” Your positive action and leadctsli^ wiU help ‘heal and bind up the narion’s 

wounds of the past,” help close a “sad and ugly chapter” in America’s history, and prepare ‘One 

America” to cross the bridge to the 21“^ Century.

During the debate by Congress of the Tobacco Bill in the Spring of 1998. 1 provided the 

Congressional Leaderahip the attached document on this matter. However, only Senator Lott 

acknowledged receipt and responded by letter, with no response from the others.

Specifically, Mr. President, I am respectfoUy requesting your consideration of the following: j
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1. With America in an unprecedented period of economic prosperity from Wall Street to Main Street 

- thanks to your leadership and administration policies - a commitment of fifty (50) billion dollars 

to the African American Penn^ent Fimd from the projected budget surplus of one (1) trillion 

dollars over the next ten (10) years;

2. Request that the various States, whidi have reached a financial settlement of 249 billion dollars 

vrith.tfae Tobacco Industry, likewise commit (50) billion dollars to the African-American 

Permanent Piwid The rationale for this request Mr, President is that since the Federal Government 

has paid a reported fifty-five peiecnt (55%) of Medicaid costs to the States, the Federal 

Government can rightfully claim a proportionate share of their tobacco settlement 

Subsequent to your review of my letter and the attached document, I would like to meet with you 

or your designated representative to discuss this matter in detail and a politicai strategy for its 

achievement Finally, Mr. President please reflect on the possibility that your meetmg President 

John F, Kennedy more toan 35 years ago was "divinely inspired,” and that meeting ignited 

something in your “inner soul and spirit” to likewise become President of the United States. 

Ma3d}e, Mr. President jtJSt maybe, God has jdaced you in the White House rvith the, awesome 

power as President “for such a time as this.” A time to right a historic wrong, a time to do the 

Tight thing at this point in oiu: history, and for the right reasons. African-Americans - the 

<ti^«^tidantc of slaves rightftiljiy deserve both an apology for the “evil institution of slavery and 

compensation.” It is within your power to do what no past President has had the political and 

moral courage to do, and no ftiture President may have the available financial resources and 

opportunity to do. Let history record that you forthrightly addressed this “unfinished business of 

the 20* Century," to fulfill the obligations of that promissory note of which Dr. Martin Luther 

King, Jf. spoke in his “I Have a Dream” Speech at the Lincoln Memorial on August 28,1963.

I pray that God will give you the wisdom and vision to address this important issue, and 

may God bless you, and continue to bless America.

Yours truly,

Richard E. Barber, Sr., President
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June i5, I99S

TO;

determined to be an
ADMIK'ISTRATiVE MARKING 
INITIALS;l2t\ cat:-;

Honorable Trent Lott, Senate Majority Leader 
Honorable Thomas Dasdile, Senate Minority Leader 
Honorable Newt Gingridi, Speaks of die House 
Honorable Richard A. Gephardt, House Minority Leader

FROM; ^'^chardE Barber, Sr.
^11 Seely Run Road 

Somerset, NJ 08873

SUBJECT; A RECOMMENDED RESOLUTION OF THE CURRENT 
TOBACCO CRISIS AND A WIN-WIN STRATEGY FOR 
THE TOBACCO INDUSTRY AND AMERICA

Gentlemen:

In die history' of our nation, few events have presented themselves where the President and the
Cong^sional leadership, acnag in unison, could make a decision with profound and lasting
impact for all ages. Some of those events were:

^ CcmtinTOtal Congress under the leadeiship of John Hancock and the delegates with
“courage and vision” in the adoption of dtc Declaration of Independence on July 4, 1776.

2. The tedious efforts of President Abraham Lincoln and the 1863 Congress to maintain the 
Union and the integrity of our nation notwithstanding the divisive and brutal Civil War.

^ leadership tod vision” of President Franklin D. Roosevelt and Congress during the post
“Dep^ion Era” in the passage of key legislation to lift the nation to its feet economically, 
^islation such as the Social Security Act; Unemployment Act; the March 6, 1933 Bank 
Hohday to ^bilLzc the banking industry; Public Works Projects, and the G1 Bill of Rights 
were very vital to America’s best interests.

4. Prcsidtot John F. Kennedy’s unpopular actions during the turbulent racial crisis and the dark 
days of the 1960’s Civil Rights movement. He forewarned the nation that notwithstanding 
the racial turmoil and civil unrest tearing at the basic febric of America, “the real and greatest 
tradegy would be to do nothing.”

5. The courageoiw and unpcqjular decision of President Dwight Eisenhower in sending federal 
troops into Little Rock, Arkansas on September 24, 1957 to protect nine (9) Black students 
enroll m Central SchooL

6. P^ident Richard M. Nixon’s "visionary and historic” trip to Chin^^ on February 21 1972 
which opened up a vast consumer and commercial market to American businesses.

7. President Ronald Reagan’s cxtraordiiiary leadership in ending the Cold War between 
America and the Soviet Union, and the.removal of the Berlin Wall of Shame.
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Page 2
Now it is your turn to act with that same ‘‘Xinwavering courage, statesman-likc leader Jip and
scriptural vision.” “Where there is no vision, the people perish.” (Proverbs 29:18. The Tpb^co 
Bill ORsently being dcbated-m GGngfess-providcs:you that “unique and-histonc oppoitumty to
act with v^oni and in the best interest of the nation just as your predecessors.

The attached document provides rcconunendatioos for an amendment to the Tobacco Bill which 
wUl help “h<^ and bind up the nation’s wounds of the past," and prepare “One America to enter 
the 21“ Century Ycair inclusion and passage of legislation with these reconrocndatio^ will 
confirm your places in history and have a tremendous positive impact domesUcally and 

intematioDally for thousands of years to come.

J would respectfully caution the Congress to refrain from punitive legislation against the Tobacco 
Industry. While in years past the collective behavior of certain industry representattves may have 
been considered reprehensible and in many cases less than honorable, lest we forget the biUions 
of dollais contributed to our economy and the millions of our fellow citizens employed in this 

industiy since 1612.

I fully support and commend your efforts to ci rb teen smoking and reduce he^th risks. 
However, if history is any teacher, an unreasonable increase in the cigarette tax in my judgment, 
will not achieve it. If teenagers can purchase $150 to $200 sneakers, and they do, they will most 
certainly find a way to continue to purchase cigarettes notwithstanding the tax increase. Parents, 
schools, and youth organizations must play a vital and key role in this endeavor.

Finally, there is a passage in an advertisement from a January 2, 1915 Saturday Evening Post 
Magazine entided “The Penalty of Leadership” which accurately describes the challenge and 
opportunity presented to you.

"There is nothing new in this . It is as old as the world and human passions envy, fear, greed, 
ambition, and the desire to surpass; And it all avails nothing. If the leader truly leads , he 
remains - the leader. Master - poet, master-painter, master-workman, each in his turn is 

anA each holds his laurels through the ages. That which is good or great makes itself 
known, no matter how loud the clamor of denial. That vdiich deserves to live - lives.”

[ am confident that with your bipartisan leadership, your colleagues in the Congress will enact 
sound and reqmnsible Tobacco legislation, i would like to meet with you to discuss this matter in 
detail. 1 shall await your response.

May God Bless you, and continue to Bless America.

Richard £. Barber. Sr. 
(732) 873-3827
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mmm.A RECOMMENDED RESOLUTION OF THE CURRENT TOBACCO 
CRISIS AND A WIN-WIN STRATEGY FOR THE TOBACCO 

INDUSTRY AND AMERICA

By: Richard E. Barber, Sr.
11 Seely Run Road 

Somerset, NJ 08873 
732-873-3827 
May 2,1998

determined TO BE AN
ADMIiMI^RATlVE r'/?APfrJisJG

“It was the best of times, it was the worst of times,” so wrote Charles 

Dickens in 1859 in describing conditions in England and France in 1775. 

Charles Dickens must have also looked through the telescope of time, and 

observed the current tobacco debate in America when he wrote those lines in 

his book The Tale of Two Cities. The comparison seems so appropriate as 

the tobacco industry feces mounting domestic and international litigation 

and possibly punitive Congressional legislation on the one hand, and 

increasing foreign sales and market share on the other.

Since 1612 when Tobacco was first introduced in the Commonwealth 

of Virgmia by John Rolfe, an English colonist, it has been an integral part of 

the American economy. Over the period of 376 years, the tobacco industry 

has contributed billions of dollars to the economy through domestic and 

export of tobacco products and provided employment for millions of 

American citizens. Notwithstanding these facts, tobacco products in recent
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years have been under close scrutiny due to possible negative health 

consequences according to scientific researchers. The purpose of this paper 

is to provide a win-win strategyifor the tobacco industry and America using

historical events as the basis and guide.
■ ■ ■.................................................................................................■ .

While I fiilly support credible efforts to reduce or limit teen smoking, 

one must remember that smoking, even with its reported nicotine additive 

qualities, whether by teens or adults, is a personal choice. Yet, I don’t 

remember nor have ever heard reported a serious vehicle accident caused by 

a driver “under the influence of nicotine.” This in no way minimizes the 

seriousness of teen smoking, however, I believe that it should be put into 

proper perspective. As I indicated, I fully support credible, credible efforts 

to address and reduce teen smoking. However, I believe that the efforts of 

the Clinton Administration and the Congress to achieve it are both 

misguided and may be destructive to the economy. Increasing the cigarette 

tax to $1.10 per pack, or $3.00 per pack for that matter will, in my 

judgement, be no more effective in reducing teen smoking than Prohibition 

had on the consumption of alcoholic beverages. I believe that efforts to 

increase the cigarette tax, however honorable, will simply result in 

contributing to a thriving and lucrative “underground economy,” as Senator 

Orrin Hatch has suggested.



FRGM : THCMPS FOODS INC PHONE NO. : SOS SG8 S944 Jun.. 09 2000 04:41Pri P5/12

If smoking (direct or secondary smoke), whether by teens or adults, is 

having such dire health consequences on American citizens, why doesrr't the 

Congress simply outlaw the growing of tobacco and use of tobacco products 

within our borders? I am sure that China, which produces two and one half 

times more tobacco than American farmers, would welcome that action and 

be forever grateful.

It appears to the general public that the tobacco indusny as a “cash 

cow” is more important to the Congress than the actual reduction of teen 

smoking. Yet, under the guise of a serious commitment to the reduction of 

teen smoking. Congressional legislative initiatives, which may bankrupt the 

tobacco industry and aid the “underground economy” continue to be brought 

forth and debated.

Let me state for the record that my views and assessment of the 

tobacco controversy may be somewhat bias, in that I grew up on a tobacco 

farm in the leading tobacco producing state. North Carolina. Thanks to 

tobacco, seven (7) of nine (9) of my brothers and sisters received their 

college education, the other two (2) were educated on the GI Bill and by 

their own efforts. My father was a “Master Tobacco Farmer” for over fifly 

(50) years, a pipe smoker, cigars and also chewed tobacco. Yet only two (2) 

of the nine (9) siblings are smokers, and I am not one of them. Smoking
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is a personal choice and parents, schools, churches and community groups 

can play a very vital role in the reduction of teen smoking. The total 

responsibility for the reduction of teen smoking should not rest with the 

tobacco industry alone.

In addressing the role that slavery played in the development of the
.»

tobacco industry, I do not believe for one moment that it was a “historical 

coincidence” that slavery was introduced in America (Virginia) in 1619, just 

seven (7) years after the introduction of tobacco in Virginia in 1612. ^The 

American colonists needed cheap labor, or better still free labor for this 
expanding new crop, and what better way to,^i^^tts profitability than the 

institution of slavery.

If forty (40) state attorney generals can make the case that “the 

tobacco industry should reimburse the states for tax money spent caring for 

sick smokers,” then I can make the case for compensation of African- 

Americans using that “same logic without any spinology.” For itiwas on the 

“backs, sweat and toil of slaves” that tobacco became a lucrative crop in an 

expanding agricultural economy and cornerstone in the building of America. 

Slaves were simply “chattel property,” no different than a mule, an oxen or 

any other component of the economic system of a young and developing 

America." Slavery was the ultimate in “full employment,” and the ancestors
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of African-Air.ericans worked for “246 years without a pay day.” Smoking, 

with possible addiction and health risks, is still a personal choice. Slaveiy^ 

was not by choice, it was an institution sanctioned by the United States 

Government; Yet, I have read of no serious efforts by the U.S. Congress to 

compensate the descendents of slaves or other African-Americans for their 

involuntary or voluntary contributions to this Mega Billion dollar industry.

At this point in the history of our country, it is imperative that the 

Congress demonstrate the moral courage, a sense of historical feimess, and 

the bold leadership to address the issue of slavery and reparations in a direct 

and forthright manner on behalf of African-Americans. Likewise the 

tobacco industry as a whole should demonstrate that it has the moral 

obligation to do so as the primary and direct beneficiary of free and cheap 

labor by African-Americans and their ancestors. My greatest fear now is 

that slavery and the reparation issue, and institutional racism, with all its 

divisive and destructive consequences, will be carried over the “bridge into 

the 21^ Century” to plague America for yet another one hundred (100) years. 

With the support and enactment of the recommendations as outlined in this 

document, a healing process can begin and all Americans^ will be the 

beneficiaries.
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For those who may doubt my analysis and assessment of the 

contributions of slavery to the tobacco industry and the building of America, 

I eacouiage them to read that scholarly and insightful book by Dr. Claud 

Anderson entitled - Black Labpr - White Wealth, - The Search for Power 

and Economic Justice.

Notwithstanding the dilemma in which the tobacco industry finds 

itself, now is not the time for “Summer soldiers or sunshine patriots.’’ Now 

is not the time for the Congress to blink, withdraw nor retreat from this 

battle. The tobacco industry is a legitimate business with certain legal rights 

and has contributed much to the economic and social fabric of America. 

While the industry cannot change its history nor past behavior, the Confess 

can enact reasonable and responsible legislation which provides the industry 

a unique opportunity for a “new beginning” with the America public.

Therefore, my recommendations to the Congress are as follows:

1. Siqjport and enact legislation which will confirm the tobacco industry’s 

June 20, 1997 368 billion dollar settlement with the various states with 

the following modifications:

Increase the 368 billion dollar settlement by 32 billion dollars for a 

total of 400 billion dollars, with a mandated stipulation that twenty
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(20) percent of the 4G0 billion dollars, or eighty (80) billion dollars be 

designated for Historically Black. GGlleges. & Universities (HBCU) 

institutions for education and" economie/crinimuhity development 

purposes. ;
I

Secondly, mandate that the eighty (80) billion dollars to the HBCU 

institutions be paid over the next ten (10) year period at the rate of 

eight (8) bilHon dollars annually.

2. Recommend that the African-AmericaTi Permanent Fund be established 

with a fifteen (15) member Board of Trustees to manage the aUocated 

funds with membership consisting of the following persons selected by 

their respective organizations:

Nationd Association for Equal- 
OppcjTtmiity (NAFEO) in Higher 
Education
United Negro College Fund - 
(UNCF)

Tobacco Industry 

Congress

National Association for the - 
Advancement of Colored 
People (NAACP)

Four (4) members one of whom 
shall serve as Chairperson.

Three (3)

One (1)

One (1) to be named by 
Congressional Black Caucus.

One(l)
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- National Urban League

- Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference

- National Council of 

Negro Women

- National 4H Council

One(l)

One(l)

One (1)

Two (2) youth representatives 
under twenty (20) years of age

Further recommend that the Congress and the Philanthropic 

community match the eighty (80) billion dollars HBCU allocation on a 

50/50 basis at the rate of four (4) billion dollars annually paid over the next 

twenty (20) year period.
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RICHARD EARL BARBER, the son of a rrenton. North CaroCna 
farmer, was born Oecsmber 22.1939. His determined efforts through 
undergraduate school at North Carolina A&T State University with a 
Bachelor of Science degree in Physics and graduate school at the 
University of Southern California with a Master of Science degree in 
Systems Management, with additional graduate work at the University of, 
Pittsburgh in Business Administration, earned him numerous awards, 
accolades, and the reputation of having that unusual combination of 
sensitivity and courage. .
His concern for others and a strong personal desire to improve the 
economic status oi the poor and downtrodden serves as the great 
motivating forces in his life.These forces prompted him to give up a 

promising corporate career with Westinghouse Electric Corporation in 1969 to join the Opportunities 
Industrialization Center (OIC) as Deputy Director. He considers Or. Leon Sullivan his economic mentor. 
He CQ-founded Urban Talent Development (UTD) Inc., a management Development and Business 
Orientation Center, with Brady Keys, Jr., former Pittsburgh Steeler, During his seven (7) years as President, 
UTD trained and placed more than 1400 unemployed and underemployed persons in meaningful 
employment. The UTD story is a classic in manpower and management success and was cited in the 
Congressional Record in 1974 as one of the Nation’s most effective manpower development programs, 
Under his dynamic, creative and inspirational leadershio, New World National Bank, the only African- 
American owned full service commercial bank in Penusyiva- 'a was organized.in Pittsburgh. Referred to 
as the "Economic Evangelist*, he organized 200 churches and raised $800,000.00 to open the bank on 
March 17.1975.
He served as Deputy Executive Directv. of the National NAACP with Dr, Benjamin Hooks in New York and 
as Regional Administrator of the Small Business Administration in the Carter Administration. In this 
position, he was responsible for small business ^tivities in the states of Pennsylvania, Delaware, 
Maryland. Virginia. West Virginia and the District of Columbia. At the state level, he served as Deputy 
Secretary for Procurement for the Commonwealth ot Pennsylvania.
In 1984, he founded Penny Lovers of America, Inc., a scholarship and economic development organization 
and serves as National President.
Some of the numerous awards and recognitions he has received include the George Washington Freedom 
Medals -1963 and 1964 for creative writing. Pittsburgh Jaycees' Outstanding Young Man of Pittsburgh 

•' 1971; A&T Stale University National Aiumni Achievement Award for 1971; one ot the ten Outstanding 
Young Men of America for 1975 by the U.S. Jaycees; Man of the Year in Business by the Pittsburgh 
Business and Professional Women for 1975; Man of the Year by the World Wide Bible Deliverance Church 
for 1975. In March of 1990, he was named a Distinguished Alumnus of North Carolina A&T by the National 
Association (or Equal Opportunity in Higher Education (NAFEO).
Barber served his country as a military army officer rising to tne rank of Captain.
Articulate, intelligent and dynamic, Dick Barber's many achievements are the result of his pragmatic and 
positive attitude to life. In whatever role he is placed, one can always expect devotion, dedication and total 
commitment.
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RESOLUTION APOLOGIZING FOR SLAVERY (House of Representatives - June 18, 1997)
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a previous order of the House, the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Hall] 
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. HALL of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, last week, I introduced House Concurrent Resolution 96. This is a 
resolution that apologizes for slavery in the United States. It is rather simple. It is only one sentence 
long. Let me read it:

Resolved by the House of Representatives that the Congress apologizes to African-Ameiicans whose 
ancestors suffered as slaves under the Constitution and the laws of the United States until 1865.

That is simply what it says. It is a very simple idea. The Congress apologizes. It is a powerful message.

When a brother wrongs a brother, he apologizes. That is the foundation for beginning again. That is the 
price for restoring lost trust. This is the only way to start over. It is a simple gesture. It carries deep 
meaning. And it is the right thing to do.

When an institution wrongs a people, so it is again the right thing to do. In the name of all Catholics, 
Pope John Paul II apologized for violence during the 16th century Counter-Refonnation and he asked 
for forgiveness.

Forty years after the Holocaust, the legislature of East Germany apologized for the atrocities committed 
against the Jews.

Just last month, British Prime Minister Tony Blair apologized for the failure of his country to fully 
respond to the thousands of deaths during the Irish potato famine of the mid-19th century.

It has been 134 years since slavery ended. Since that time. Confess has taken proud strides forward, 
done some wonderful things, including civil rights laws. But it is not enough.

Look around. The effects still linger today. Through my work as chairman of the fonner House Select 
Committee on Hunger and through my efforts to improve the lives of America's poor, 1 have seen the 
effects firsthand. We as a nation must do more. This is not a political gesture, it is not a partisan gesture, 
it is a very simple gesture and it certainly is the right thing.

The slaves and slave holders are long gone. No one alive today is responsible for slavery . No one alive 
today was shackled by the chains of slavery in America. Indeed, most Americans are the descendants of 
people who came to the United States after slavery ended.

All of us today, white and black, live in the shadow of our past. African-Americans today still suffer 
from the lingering effects. We all pay the price of slavery .
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The hatred and racial divisions springing from slavery are very much alive. Let us take this step to bury 
that hatred with the bones of the slaves and the slave holders.

No Member of Congress today voted on measures to perpetuate slavery . But ihe Congiess an 
institution does bear responsibility. The laws we passed ignored, even encouraged slavei y Oui 
Constitution, the foundation for the Congress, and our Government even declared at one time that a 
black man was only three-fifths of a person.

Congress is a great institution. It is the most respected deliberative body in the world. .At least three 
times in recent years, Congress formally apologized.

In 1988, it apologized to the Japanese-Americans who were interned in the United States during World 

War II.
In 1993, Congress offered a formal apology to native Hawaiians for the role the Ignited States and L S 
citizens played in the overthrow of the government of the Kingdom of Hawaii 100 years earlier.

In 1990, Congress apologized to uranium miners, people affected by nuclear tests in Ne\ ada. and then 

families.
An apology by Congress is rare, it is special, but it is not without precedence. Apologizing is symbolic, 
but it has a great meaning for those who are apologizing and it has power for those who are wronged.

Why apologize to just African-Americans for slavery ? What about all the other people who have been 
wronged by laws passed by the Congress? The wrongs against African-Americans are clear to everyone. 
Thp rnnceniiences are severe. Mavbe we have wronged others. Maybe an apology to them is due. 1 doVVlUlliiCLl uy iOVVD WddDVU uy liiV i X IIW ----------- ^The consequences are severe. Maybe we have wronged others. Maybe an apology to them is due. 1 do 
not know. That is another issue. I do Icnow that we need to apologize to African-Americans.

Many people have told me that apologizing is an empty, meaningless gesture. It it v\as so meaningless 
why has the resolution erupted a fire storm of controversy throughout this Nation ’ 11 apologizing u ei e 
so easy, then why is this resolution so difficult?

No, it is not easy to apologize. It is the right thing to do. Today 134 years later, it is not too late, but let 
us wait no longer. We are a nation of immigrants. Those who came as free men went in one direction. 
Those who came from slave ships, another. If we are to travel towards a common future, we owe it to 
our children to clearly mark that the early fork in the road was the wrong way.

This is a simple resolution. It simply reads;

[Page: H3891] GPO's PDF

Resolved by the House of Representatives that the Congress apologizes to Afncan-.Americans whose 
ancestors suffered as slaves under the Constitution and laws of the United States until 1865.

. Mr. CLAY. Mr. Speaker, there is only one thing worse than committing an injustice. There is 
perhaps only one thing that makes a mistake last forever, and that Mr. Speaker is the failure to 
offer an apology and to ask for forgiveness. We cannot make amends to our ancestors who were 
slaves. We cannot right all the wrongs of the past which have contributed to racism and economic 
injustice. But, we can say that this Nation is very soixy tor the saddest chapter in its histoiy.

• One of the most profound changes in the history of this society occurred more than 10(J y cai b ag 
The Civil War rocked the roots of this Nation. The war tested the resoh e of the .American pcoph 
to form a more perfect union. It brought an end to slavery --the curse that robbed thousands ul 
Americans of their basic human rights and sabotaged the fundamental premise of equality to

2 of 3
6/14./2000 12:29 PN



which every person is entitled.

• The end of slavery in the 19th century and the establishment of the Civil Rights Act in the 20th 
century were turning points in the history of this Nation. Now, as we approach the 21st century it 
is time to move further ahead in our quest for a truly democratic society.

• On Saturday, President Clinton gave a major address on the race problem that plagues our Nation. 
In this spirit we embrace the Resolution to Apologize for Slavery . May we begin now to chart the 
next course toward the achievement of a truly equal, truly color-blind society.

• Mr. Speaker, I Join other colleagues in cosponsoring the House concurrent resolution to apologize 
to all African-Americans whose ancestors suffered as slaves. This apology is long overdue, but it 
is never too late to do what is right.
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Record Type: Record

Irene Bueno/OPD/EOP@EOP
robert b. johnson/who/eop@eop, minyon moore/who/eop@eop, broderick johnson/who/eop@eop, maria 
echaveste/who/eop@eop

To: 
cc:

bcc:
Subject: Re: Slavery - apology proposal ^

I could not find anything from this Congress but below is the text of the resolution that was introduced during the last 
Congress.

RESOLUTION APOLOGIZING FOR SLAVERY (House of Representatives - June 18, 1997)

[Page: H3890] GPO’s PDF

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a previous order of the House, the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Hall] is recognized for 
5 minutes.

Mr. HALL of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, last week, I introduced House Concurrent Resolution 96. This is a resolution that 
apologizes for slavery in the United States. It is rather simple. It is only one sentence long. Let me read it:

Resolved by the House of Representatives that the Congress apologizes to African-Americans whose ancestors suffere 
as slaves under the Constitution and the laws of the United States until 1865.

That is simply what it says. It is a very simple idea. The Congress apologizes. It is a powerful message.

When a brother wrongs a brother, he apologizes. That is the foundation for beginning again. That is the price for restori 
lost trust. This is the only way to start over. It is a simple gesture. It carries deep meaning. And it is the right thing to do.

When an institution wrongs a people, so it is again the right thing to do. In the name of all Catholics, Pope John Paul II 
apologized for violence during the 16th century Counter-Reformation and he asked for forgiveness.

Forty years after the Holocaust, the legislature of East Germany apologized for the atrocities committed against the Jew

Just last month, British Prime Minister Tony Blair apologized for the failure of his country to fully respond to the thousan 
of deaths during the Irish potato famine of the mid-19th century.

It has been 134 years since slavery ended. Since that time. Congress has taken proud strides forward, done some 
wonderful things, including civil rights laws. But it is not enough.

Look around. The effects still linger today. Through my work as chairman of the former House Select Committee on 
Hunger and through my efforts to improve the lives of America's poor, I have seen the effects firsthand. We as a nation 
must do more. This is not a political gesture, it is not a partisan gesture, it is a very simple gesture and it certainly is the 
thing.

The slaves and slave holders are long gone. No one alive today is responsible for slavery . No one alive today was 
shackled by the chains of slavery in America. Indeed, most Americans are the descendants of people who came to the 
United States after slavery ended.



All of us today, white and black, live in the shadow of our past. African-Americans today still suffer from the lingering 
effects. We all pay the price of slavery .

The hatred and racial divisions springing from slavery are very much alive. Let us take this step to bury that hatred with 
bones of the slaves and the slave holders.

No Member of Congress today voted on measures to perpetuate slavery . But the Congress as an institution does bear 
responsibility. The laws we passed ignored, even encouraged slavery . Our Constitution, the foundation for the Congre 
and our Government even declared at one time that a black man was only three-fifths of a person.

Congress is a great institution. It is the most respected deliberative body in the worid. At least three times in recent yea 
Congress formally apologized.

In 1988, it apologized to the Japanese-Americans who were interned in the United States during World War II.

In 1993, Congress offered a formal apology to native Hawaiians for the role the United States and U.S. citizens played 
the overthrow of the government of the Kingdom of Hawaii 100 years earlier.

In 1990, Congress apologized to uranium miners, people affected by nuclear tests in Nevada, and their families.

An apology by Congress is rare, it is special, but it is not without precedence. Apologizing is symbolic, but it has a grea 
meaning for those who are apologizing and it has power for those who are wronged.

Why apologize to just African-Americans for slavery ? What about all the other people who have been wronged by laws 
passed by the Congress? The wrongs against African-Americans are clear to everyone. The consequences are severe 
Maybe we have wrpnged others. Maybe an apology to them is due. I do not know. That is another issue. I do know that 
we need to apologize to African-Americans.

Many people have told me that apologizing is an empty, meaningless gesture. If it was so meaningless, why has the 
resolution erupted a fire storm of controversy throughout this Nation? If apologizing were so easy, then why is this 
resolution so difficult?

No, it is not easy to apologize. It is the right thing to do. Today 134 years later, it is not too late, but let us wait no longer 
We are a nation of immigrants. Those who came as free men went in one direction. Those who came from slave ships, 
another. If we are to travel towards a common future, we owe it to our children to clearly mark that the early fork in the 
road was the wrong way.

This is a simple resolution. It simply reads:
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Resolved by the House of Representatives that the Congress apologizes to African-Americans whose ancestors suffere 
as slaves under the Constitution and laws of the United States until 1865.

Mr. CLAY. Mr. Speaker, there is only one thing worse than committing an injustice. There is perhaps only one 
thing that makes a mistake last forever, and that Mr. Speaker is the failure to offer an apology and to ask for 
forgiveness. We cannot make amends to our ancestors who were slaves. We cannot right all the wrongs of the past 
which have contributed to racism and economic injustice. But, we can say that this Nation is very sorry for the 
saddest chapter in its history.

One of the most profound changes in the history of this society occurred more than 100 years ago. The Civil War 
rocked the roots of this Nation. The war tested the resolve of the American people to form a more perfect union. It



brought an end to slavery --the curse that robbed thousands of Americans of their basic human rights and 
sabotaged the fundamental premise of equality to which every person is entitled.

The end of slavery in the 19th century and the establishment of the Civil Rights Act in the 20th century were turning 
points in the history of this Nation. Now, as we approach the 21st century it is time to move further ahead in our 
quest for a truly democratic society.

On Saturday, President Clinton gave a major address on the race problem that plagues our Nation. In this spirit we 
embrace the Resolution to Apologize for Slavery . May we begin now to chart the next course toward the 
achievement of a truly equal, truly color-blind society.

Mr. Speaker, I join other colleagues in cosponsoring the House concurrent resolution to apologize to all 
African-Americans whose ancestors suffered as slaves. This apology is long overdue, but it is never too late to do 
what is right.

Irene Bueno

Irene Bueno
06/14/2000 12:20:35 PM

Record Type: Record

To: Irene Bueno/OPD/EOP@EOP, Robert B. JohnsonAA/HO/EOP@EOP
cc: minyon moore/who/eop@eop, broderick johnson/who/eop@eop, maria echaveste/who/eop@eop
bcc: Records Management@EOP
Subject; Re: Slavery - apology proposal

Ben -1 meant to send this too you. sorry 
Irene Bueno

Irene Bueno
06/14/2000 12:19:52 PM m
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To: Minyon Moore/WHO/EOP@EOP, Broderick JohnsonA/VHO/EOP@EOP
cc: Maria Echaveste/WHO/EOP@EOP
Subject: Slavery - apology proposal

Per Maria, April Ryan is very interested in our position on Rep. Tony Hall's resolution that the government 
apologize for slavery. Maria asks what we should say about this proposal. I will search for the text of this 
resolution but I recall that Rep. Hall introduced this resolution in the past. Please let us know. Thanks.


