 Absence
- of black
~ fathers
~ decried
-~ Bigpush urged
“to help families

- Bz Cheryl Wetzstein
.=

WASHNGTONTMES .

The “silence” about the absence

of fathers in black homes has been’

. broken, say black and white schol--
. ars who released a statement'yes- -

© " terday about what should be done

' " about this “great social tragedy” -

“What we're saying is that chil-

dren need their fathers and mar-
riage matters,” said Obie Clayton
Jr,, director of the Morehouse Re-
search Institute, a research center

" . at Morehouse College in Atlanta. -

 Mr. Clayton and others. told a.
‘news conference yesterday that a
‘national effort to reconnect fathers
', to their children should be under-
taken for at least 10 years. _

They said this effort should: - -

o Create jobs and economic sta-

bility for black. men, “especially
those who live in inner-city ghettos
" and “poverty pockets”

e Help black men resolve their
historical bitterness about slavery,

" which prevented them from caring

for their women and children for
* generations. - ) : i

e Intensify discussions about

" the importance. of marriage to.

adults, children and society. -

and women.

', -Countless w'omen-.ha've‘ been
deeply hurt'by men, but women -
" should “keep [their] eyes squarely

on the ,chilc_lren,” -said Enola Aird,

’;.I St

BRINGING BACK FATHERS

" 1o support community-based fatherhood programs aimed at re_verslng

Fifty scholars; authors, clergymen and community leaders .
yesterday released 10 recommendations to reverse the trend of -
fathers being absent, especially in black familles. . - '

B Fathers and mothers should recognize their obligations to each
. other and build better parenting partnerships for the sake of their
children. . R i . .

B The church should focus on gender and family healing. . : ;
B Communities should support alternative schools that teach values, . -

M Civil rights and black professional groups should make reuniting = .
. fathers and children a top priority for at least 10 years.. :

fathers and childrena o ¥ - Y — = —  ————————
B Media, especially black media, should promate positive images of
men and fatherhood. . 3 . :

. S
B Congress should authorize at least $2 billion over the next five years -

father absence in families.. . g

M Child-support enforcement programs should be reformed. .

.children.

. @ Anti-marriage housing and tax policies should be repealed.
W The criminal-justice system should help reconnect fathers’ a_r_xd S

marriage through education an
Source: “Ti

. M Government and community programs should help encourage
marriage mentoring. :
urning the Comer on Father Absence in Black America.’ ’
Morehouse Resaarch institute and the institute for Amsrican Vahes.

.a schoiai' '\'with' the Insntute for

‘American Values, a New York City- ..

based group that co-sponsored the

" report on absent fathers with the

Morehouse institute.

" @These. are the fathers of our
children and when we assassinate.

‘them, we assassinate part of our
children” said Ms. Aird, adding
. that efforts must be made, particu-

larly by religious leaders, to help -
“repair the breach between men

and women.” - :
Data show that fatherlessness is

rampant in black families — about .

‘70 percent of black children are
- born to single mothers — and is
.growing the fastest in white fam-
ilies. About 40.percent of all chil-

dren live without their fathers, -
mostly because of divorce or un-:

wed childbearing.

Children who grow up without

their fathers are at heightened risk
for problems in their physical and

: : " mental health, educational
_."-: o Heal -the rifts between men.

- reers and future family formation,.
studies show. -

achievement, social"behavior, ca-

“This trend of father absence is-
the great social tragedy of ourgen- -

eration;” said David Blankenhorn,

The Washington Times *

president of the Institute for -.
American Values and-author of
“Fatherless America.” . - .
- Mr. Blankenhorn was one of S0

“ scholars, community leaders, cler-

gymen and writers — including a
dozen women — who discussed the

" absence of fathers at a conference

in November at Morehouse Col-

lege. _ o

" Their resulting statementof be- .
‘liefs marks a turning, point be- "' -
" cause “for,a generation, this issue

of father absence in black America
has been surrounded by silence,
by denial,-by a -fair amount of
excuse-making, by a sense' that
nothing can be done andbyalotof.
political and racial polarization,?
said Mr. Blankenhorn. ' .~ - .

«] believe that this document -

" points to and signifies an end to

that period of stalemate and divi- _ -
sion and inaction,” he said. - "

It calls for at least $2 billion in

funding for community-based pro- * .
that would promote respon- -

sible fatherhood. It also urges an' - . ‘

end to anti-marriage policies in
housing, tax, child-support and
welfare programs. . :

- The wasbmgtnu Efimes 3
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s, conlton reaches to ather

t

g raci
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¢

"~ The authors of the initiative ex-
“hort “all African-American lead- . J§
ers to bring to this movement the ' ®
same energy and dedication, the -
_same passion' and fearlessness,
and the same creativity and cour-
-age that was sumroned. to wage .

‘dren.” , . _ .
_ ~ The Morehouse Research Insti-
_tute, affiliated with Morehouse Col-

" Values is a private think
- 'moting the family” .
The group that endorses the re- -

. theirchildren. . -

to'put responsiblefatherhood at
the head-of their agendas.. :

the struggle for basic civil rights.”

-+, The Morehouse Research Institute
and the Institute for American Val-
-ues. joined ‘Wednesday to present a

- report called a “cultural watershed™
- Turning the Corner on Father Ab-

sence in Black America.

- - It deplores “the political, econom-

Report confronts bla
- By Karen S. Peterson -
_USATODAY L
" AsFatlier's Dy approaches, a [
- major initiative from black and - §

_ Wwhite leaders calls for the nation’s
".dads — especially black dads -

&

Clayton: Uriiting Tib-
erals, i

ic, social and cultural forces that are. -

separating fathers from their: chil

lege in Atlanta, is a clearinghouse for

information about black American
males; the- Institute .for American
‘tank pro-

port is as significant as the document
itself: blacks and whites, conserva-

- tives and liberals, men and women,
scholars and activists.coming togeth- :
* er to support responsible fatherhood

within healthy marriages, particular-

'ly within the black community.

The coalition represents a broad-
ening of the fatherhood movement, a

loose combination of child advocates -

trying to reduce the number of chil-
dren who live in homes without dads.

- 'Initially, that movement was seen
"-to be backed largely by conserva-

tives, says Obie Clayton Jr, director

. -of the Morehouse Research Institute.

conservatives - - arming a minefield:

The report put. '~
- together by such a -
broad-based group
“helps take the -
. whole subject out
. of the minefield of
racial politics.” .
— David Blankenhorn,

Institute for .
American Values.

The fallout can be significant.

Research'. shows that compared
with children with both parents at
home, children.who live apart from
their fathers are five times as likely to

.be poor, more likely to do-poorly in

‘school and twice as likely to drop out

ofschool. -
. The children apart from their fa-
thers also are at greater risk for men-

’

“But in the last year or two, we have

.gether to address a problem.”
That problem is the disappear-
ance. of fathers from the homes of

It'is “an American problem that

' -crosses Tracial, ethnic and. class
- lines,” the report says. '

‘gotten conservatives and liberals to- :

. “Driven by growing rates of out-of-
wedlock births, ‘separation and di--
.vorce, this trend is robbing millions -

;. of our nation’s children of the spirity-- "
al, emotional, and: material support

" -of their fathers. - ..+ - .

. “Tonight, about four of every 10

children in the USA will go to sleep

ck familes” r

Blankenhom: Dis- .

sis of abse}

- tal and physical health proby

- Although the proportion of chiy

dren with absent fathers is grow:"”

- ing most rapidly among whites, it

. Isacrisisfor American blacks, the .
reportsays. .. . o
About 70%. of black children

are born to unmarried mothers, -
and at least 80% of black children

can expect to spend a significant -

-, 'part of their childhood years living
. apart from their fathers. :

Talking about father absence in

or what policies aré responsible —
-has been 'difficult, says David
Blankenhorn, founder of the Institute
for American Values: . -
.. 'The report put together. by such a
broad-based group “helps take: the
whole subject out of the minefield of
‘racial politics,” Blankenhorn says.
The report makes ‘many recom-
mendations. Among them: o
» Fathers and mothers should

'_ work to build stronger parenting
partnerships. .
- P Black churches should help . .

build & movement aimed at family

~ healing.

P Congress should pass legislation .

. _ , : . to support community-based father-
" in homes where their fathers do not
. live” B -

hood programs that increase the at-

". tachment of dads to their children. -

_ P The public and private sectors

should develop employment opportu- . -

nities in urban areas, as well as pro-
vide job skills training for work in the
suburbs and transportation to those
‘suburbs from cities. .

» Programs that deal with unwed
parents’ should connect them with _
faith-based marriage education -and-.
marriage mentoring programs.

' Lis_A TODAY - THURSDAY, JUNE 17,1989
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o By Mrcmr.A. Furcnzx
' Washmg:on Post Sta_ﬂ’ Wnter

. When Daniel Patrick Moym'han -
,.called ‘black fatherlessness . “the

fundamental weakness of the Ne-

* -gro .community” in.a report 34

C "years ago, he was excoriated by

ves for. Bléck Fathers |

i

.Cbalition-PuShes“ Initiat

r See pAmm_\_s. A7.Col. 1

' “many black leaders, who felt the

issue only distracted attention

{from the more pressing problems .
.of racism and the lack of opportum .
" ty for blacks. -

_Times have changed. Yesterday,

C.a drverse coalition of policymakers -
: jomed forces behind a policy state--
' ment mllmg for a range of new

injtiatives aimed at reconnecting .

" . estranged African ‘Amefican fa-
- thers to their children, providing -

fresh evidence. of a growing con-
sensus around an issue that once
- fostered only division. It is just one
of a number of recent proposals

from across the political spectrum -

to address an issue once deemed
too sensitive for public debate.

. 'The statement, which grew out
of a conference late last year -at

"Morehouse College, urges Con-'

gress to provide $2 billion to sup-

. port the wide range of grass-roots .

fatherhood programs proliferating
around the country. It also calls on

- . African American leaders to “rec-.

- ognize the high prierity of restor-
ing the black family” and called on.
- civil rights organizations to move -

" thei issue to the top of thelr agen-

das,
At the time of the Moynihan

' report, a third of black children

lived in single-parent homes. Now,
70 percent of African American

- chﬂdren are born to unmarried

o mothers and 80 pereent will spend
- substantial time without a father -
- present. Regardless of race, some o

wpmtofaﬂAmenmnchﬂdren

. live in homes without their biologi-
- cal fathers, the Morehouse report .

Such statxstxm have long been a

* source of fractious debate, Conser-

.- vatives tended to blame the prob-
. lemon cultural and moral failures, -
- -while [iberals have  typically argued .
. that the situation is more ‘complex .
'l and largely attributable” to
-economic opportumtles ;

: mpoor neighborhoods. : .
. Butthegapbetweenthaevrews
appears to be narrowing, as'activ--
ists of varying political views focus -
- on pragmatic solutions, “You can"
- be about fathers' without signing
~-on to a whole conservative agen-

da,” -said Renald- Mincy, a Ford -

- Foundation vice president, who
" oversees the foundation’s fundmg‘

of fatherhood programs and is a

" supporter of the Morehouse state-
- ment.

-among the
néw importance. after Congress

The- role 0 fathers. partxcularly
or, began taking on

rewrote the federal welfare' laws in
1996. Since then, fatherhood pro-
grams have developed into a cru-
cial component of the nation’s so-
cial policy, with hundreds of

programs.aimed at fathers spring-

ing up across the country.
“We catalogued maybe 200 fa-
therhood programs around : the -

. 'country about five years ago. NowJ

asﬂythereareZOOO said Wade -
- F. Horn, president of the National
Fatherhood Initiative. :

The issue of smgiéparent'
; households is also one that top"

pohcymakers and civil rights lead-’

ers are becoming more comfort-
able addressing.

Inaspeechtoformallyludmﬁ :

his preésidential campaign yester-
day, Vice President Gore said,
“The crisis in.the American farnily

- today. knows no boundary of class .

or race.
NAACP Preudmt Kweisi Mfiume

mrd his gowp is aggressive about
'bmmohngthevahreofvahxes, not-
Egtlmttbegrwpsbmndmam

e country sponsor parenting, men-
toring and fatherand-son programs.

dealing with what the Morehioied
report - calls “dead-broke” - fathers,

_whosrmplymnnotaﬂordtopay

mortstonnprovewhatthesmte

-nmt’sauthorsmllthe“mamagmbﬂ-
* ity” of poor, smglemmarelﬂceb'to
prove_ difficult. .Last' year, a study

found that the nation’s most ambi-
tious  effort to help the fathers of -
children on’ welfare, called Parents
Fair Share; faled to inc: the
mensanploymentormmmgsmd,
as a result; had only modest suc

atgetungthemtomakechﬂdsup-
_portpayments. L

Rep.NancyLJohnson(RConn.)rs .

working to tuild bipdrtisan support
for a bill to be introduced in coming.

weeksthatwmldaddrasmryof o

-the issues raised in the Morehouse
report. The legislation would find
grassroots fatherhood programs,
pay for a public relations campaign to
‘promote the virtues of fatherhood

and sppeet 0 traning fr por,

mﬂmmammm -

lyhvetogether and85percentofthe .

" contemplating marriage.
"Iheproblunlswhmyoulookat

many of these guys five, six years -

downthercad.theyarmtﬂrae,they

axmtmvolved.theyarentmamed."
said Horn. -

Onemsonmﬂratoftenthey"'

cannot afford families.  And while -

states have stepped up measures to

.nnkedqdbatﬁ&mmydrﬂd

support.therelsmdwstmtegyfor

e tastington Post

"I“nuisi)'@Y.']UNE 17, ..19'99



o
:#  Bruce N. Reed
02/23/99 11:58:12 AM

Record Type: Record

To: Paul J. Weinstein Jr./OPD/EOP, Cynthia A. Rice/OPD/EOP, Andrea
Kane/OPD/EOP

cc:

Subject: Re: President’s feedback on Edley’s Workplan Outline

Here is what | sent Maria: we should tell Chris what we've already
proposed, and work with Gene on something new if need be, since
obviously something "BIG" would involve MONEY.

Forwarded by Bruce N. Reed/OPD/EQOP on 02/23/99 11:59 AM

-
;#  Bruce N. Reed
02/17/99 12:41:04 PM

Record Type: Record

To: Maria Echaveste/WHO/EOP

cc: See the distribution list at the bottom of this message
Subject: Re: President's feedback on Edley's Workplan Outline i

First we should put in one place the proposals we’re already pushing to
help jobless young men. Forexample, 20% of-our welfare-to=work
proposal is dedicated-to- helplng fathers (most of them in-this-age-group)
get ]obs / We also@ave a DOJ proposal we. pushed atthe_President’s

‘»“\

still more ldeas ‘NEC-would b& the nght one to host-a pr process

Message Copied
To:

Gene B. Sperling/OPD/EOP
Elena Kagan/OPD/EOP
Sarah Rosen/OPD/EOP
Sally Katzen/OPD/EOP
Clara J. ShinfWHO/EOP



; #" ElenaKagan
02/23/99 12:24:49 PM

Record Type: Record

To: Paul J. Weinstein Jr./OPD/EOP
cc: Bruce N. Reed/OPD/EOP
Subject: Re: Help!! .

Paul --we should talk about this. "I don't think this is quite.the process -
bruce-and gene hadifmind. ™~



>

;  ElenaKagan
02/23/99 12:28:38 PM

Record Type: Record

To: Paul J. Weinstein Jr./OPD/EOP
cc:
Subject: Re: President’s feedback on Edley’s Workplan Outline ]

no, you can. but you should talk with whover in gene's office would have
an interest first.



