
Absence 

of black 

fathers 

decried
Big push uiged 

to help famflies,

The “silence” about the absence 
of fathers in black homes has been 
broken, say black and white schol­
ars who released a statement yes­
terday about what sho^d be done 
about this “great social tragedy."

“What we’re saying is that chil­
dren need their fathers and mar­
riage matters," said Obie Clajrton 
Jr., director of the Morehouse Re­
search Institute, a research center 
at Morehouse CoUege m Atlanta.

Mr. Clayton and others told a 
news conference yesterday ttot a 
national effort to reconn^ fathers 
to their children should be under­
taken for at leart 10 yean.

They said this effort should:
• Create jobs and economic sta­

bility for black men, especially 
those who live in innercity ghettos 
and “poverty pockets.” ,

• Help black men resolve their
historical bitfernen about slavery, 
which prevented them from can^ 
for their women and children for
^^•^ensify discussions about 
the importance: of marriage to 
adults, children and society.

. : • Heal the rifts between men 
and women.

Countless woinen have been 
deeply hurt by men, but women 
should “keep [their] eyes squ^ly 
on the children,” said Enola Aird,

children.,
The church should focus on gender and family healing. ------
Communities should support alternative schools that teach values.

. Civil rights and black professional Sjoups should maKe reuniting 
fathers and children a top priority for at least 10 years^
_ Media, especially black media, should promote positive images of 
men and fatherhood.

father absence in families.. ----------------- --
■ Child-support enforcement programs should be reformed.
■ Anti-marriage housing and tax.policies should be repealed.
■ The criminal-justice system should help reconnect fathers and

.children. ___________________________ ^—
■ Government and community programs shouU help er 
marriage through education and marriage mentoring.

icourage

a scholar with the Institute for 
American Values, a New York City- 
based group that co-sponsored the 
report on absent fathers with the 
Morehouse institute.
. “These are the fathers of our 
children and when we assassinate, 
them, we assassinate part of our 
children,” said Ms. Aird, adding 
that efforts must be made, particu­
larly by religious leaders, to hblp 
“repair the breach between men 
and women.”

Data show that fatherlessness is 
rampant in black fnmilies — about 
70 percent of black children are 
bom to single mothers and is 

V growing the fastest in white fam­
ilies. About 40 percent of all chil­
dren live without their fathers, 
mostly because of divorce or un­
wed childbearing.

Children who grow up without 
their fathers are at heightened risk 
for problems in their physical and 
mental health, educational 
achievement, social behavior, ca­
reers and future family formation, 
studies show.

“This trend of father absence is 
the great social tragedy of our gen­
eration,” said David Blankenhorn,

president of the Institute for 
American Values and. author of 
“Fatherless America.” .

Mr. Blankenhorn was one of 50 
scholars, community leaders, cler­
gymen bnd writers — including a 
dozen women—who discussed the 
absence of fathers at a conference 
in November at Morehouse Col­
lege.

Their resulting statement of be­
liefs marks a tinning point be­
cause “fora generation, this isme 
of father abrence in black America 
has been surrounded by silence, 
by denial,, by a fair amount of 
excuse-making, by a sense^that 
nothing can be done and by a lot of 
political and racial polarization,’; 
said Mr. Blankenhorn.

“I believe; that this document 
points to and sigi^es an end to 
that period of stalemate and divi- . 
sion and inaction,” he said.

It calls for at least $2 . billion in 
funding for community-based pro­
grams that would promote respon­
sible fatherhood. It also urges an 
end to anti-marriage policies in 
housing, tax, child-support and 
welfare programs.
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Report confronts black families’ crisis of a1

white leaders calls for the nation’s 
; dads-especially black dads- 

to put responsible fatherhood at 
the head Of their agendas.,
/ Ttie authors of the initiative ex­
hort “au African-American lead­
ers to bring to this movement the 
same energy and dedication, the 
sme passion and fearlessness, 
and the same creativlly and cour­
age that was summoned to wage 
the struggle for basic civil rights.”

- Tlie Morehouse Research Institute 
and the Institute for American Val­
ues joined Wednesday to present a 
report called a-cultural watershed": 
Turning , the Comer on Father Ab­
sence in Black America.

• It ^plores “the poUtical, econom- 
, ic, sodM and cultural forces that are 

separating fathers from their chil­
dren.”

Hie Morehouse Research Insti­
tute, affiliated with Morehouse Col­
lege in Atlanta, is a clearinghouse for 
Information about black American 
i^es; the Instate for American 
Values is a jpnvate think tank pro­
moting the family.

The group that endorses the re­
port is as significant as the document 
itself: bla^ and whites, conserva­
tives and liberals, men and women, 
scholars and activists coming togeth­
er to support responsible fatherhood 

marriages, particular- 
Ty within the black community.

The cr^tion represents a broad­
ening of the fatherhood movement, a 
loose combination of child advocates 
trying to reduce the number of chil­
dren who live in homes without dads.

Initially, that movement was seen 
to be back^ l^ely by conserva- 
tlyc^ ^ Obie aayton Jr, director 
of the Morehouse Research Institute. 
-But in the last year or two, we have 
gotten conservatives and liberals to­
gether to address a problem.”

That problem is the disappear­
ance of fathers from the homes of 
their childrea

It is -an American problem that 
crosses racial, ethnic and class 

report says.
“Driven by growing rates of out-of- 

wedlock births, separafion and di­
vorce, this trend is robbing millions 
of our nation’s children of the spiritu­
al, emotional, and material support 
of their fathers.
^Tonight about four of every 10 

children in the USA will go to sleep

m
iHi
Clayton: Uniting lib­
erals, conservatives

' ■ BaicBoakt
Blankenhom: Dis­
arming a minefield

The report put 
together by such a 
broad-based group 
“helps take the 
whole subject out 
of the minefield of 
racial politics ”

— David Blankenhorn, 
Institute for 

American Values
la homes where their fathers do not 

■ live.” .
The fallout can be significant
Research shows that compared 

with children with both parents at 
home, children who live apart from 
their fathers are five times as likely to 
be poor, more likely to do poorly in 
school and twice as likely to drop out 
of^ooL

The children apart from their fa­
thers also are at greater risk for men­

tal and physical health v__
Although the proportion of c™., 

dren with absent fathers is grow­
ing most rapidly among whites, it 
is a crisis for American blacks, the 
report says.

i^ut 70% of black children, 
are bom to unmarried mothers, 
and at least 80% of black children 
can expect to spend a signifimnt 
part of their childhood years living 
apart from their fathers.

Thlklng about father absence in 
the black community — and who 
or what policies art responsible— 
has been difficult, says David 

Blankenhom, founder of the Institute 
for American Values.

The report put together by such a 
broad-based group “helps take the 
whole object out of the minpfleid of 
ra^ politics,” Blankenhom says.

The report makes many recom­
mendations. Among them:

^ Fathers and mothers should 
work to build stronger parenting 
partnerships.

► Black churches should help 
build a movement aimed at family 
healing.

► Congress should pass legislation 
to support community-based father­
hood programs that increase the at­
tachment of dads to their children.

► The public and private sectors 
should .develop employment opportu­
nities in urban ar^ as well as pro­
vide job skills training for work in the 
suburbs and transportation to tons** 
suburbs from cities.

► Programs that deal with unwed 
parents should connect them with 
faithbased marriage education and 
marriage mentoring programs.
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B/MichaelA Fletchzk 
V'ashington Post StajfWrittr

. When Danid Patrick Moynihan 
called black fatherlessness -the 
fundamental weakness of the Ne­
gro .community" in a report 34 
■years ago, he vras excoriated by 
mmiy black leaders, who fdt the 
issue only distracted attention 
ifrom the more pressing problems 
of ratism and the lack of opportuni­
ty for blacks.

Times have changed. Yesterday, 
a diverse coalition of policymakers
joined forces bdiind a policy state- 

■ ment calling for a range of new 
initiatives aimed at reconnecting 
estranged African American fa­
thers to their children, providing 
fresh evidence, of a growing con­
sensus around an issue that once 
fostered only division. It is just one 
of a number of recent proposals 
from across the political qxidrum 
to address an issue once deemed 
too sensitive for public debate.
, The statement, which grew out 
of a conference late last year at 
Morehouse College, urges Con­
gress to provide $2 billion to sup­
port the wide range of grass-roots 
fetherhc^ programs proliferating 
aroundthe country. It also calls on 
African American leaders to “rec- 
ogniK toe hi^ priority of restor­
ing toe bl^ fand^ and called on 
dvil ri^ts organizations to move 
toe issue to toe top of their agen­
das.

At the time of the Moynihan 
re^r^ a t^ of bl^ children 
hved m singleiiarent homes. Now, 
70 percent of African American 
children are bom to unmarried
mothers and 80 percent will spend 
substantial time vrithout a father 
pi^L Regardless of race, some 
jtOper^t of an American children 
live m homes without their biologi­
cal fathers, toe Morehouse report
says. ..

Suchs^cshavelongbeena 
source of fractious debate. Conser­
vatives tended to blame the prob- 
Im on cultural and moral failures, 
i^e libeials have typictoy ar^ed
that the situation is more complex 
and largely attributable to 
shrinking economic opportunities
inpoornei^borhoods.

But toe gap between these views 
appears to be narrowing, as activ­
ists of varying political views focus 
on pragmatic solutions. “You can ' 
be about fathers without signing 
on to a whole rons^tive agen­
da,’ -said Ronald Mncy, a Ford 
Foundation vice president, who 
oversees toe foundation’s funding 
of fatherhood programs and is a 
supporter of toe Morehouse state­
ment

See FATHERS. A7. Coi l

. - . . t report calls “deadbroke" fathefa,
iriio simply can not afford to p^. : 

Efforts to improve'vtoat toe state­
ment’s authors caH the “mairiagetoil- 
ity" of poor, single men are lik^ to 
prove difficult Last year, a study 
found that the nation’s most ambi- 
t^ eflfortto^ the fathers of 
children on welfare, called Parents 
Fair Share, failed to ino the 
men’s enmlpyment of earnings and, 
as a result had only modest sue ' 
at getting them to make child sup- 
portpayments. ; ' .

new importance after Congress 
rewrote toe federal welfafe'laws in 
1996. Since then, fatherhood pro­
grams have develop^ into a cru­
cial contoonent of the nation’s so­
cial policy, with hundreds of 
programs aimed at fathers spring- 
iiig up across the country.

“We catalogued maj^ 200 fa­
therhood, programs around the 
cbtmfiy about five years ago. Now j

' easily there are 2,000,’ said Wade 
F. Horn, pi^ident of toe National 
Fatherhood Initiative.

'The issue of sin^e-parent 
I households is also one that top 
: policymakers and dvil rights lead­

ers are becoming more comfort­
able addressing.

In a speech to fonmdly kick off 
to p^de^ campaign yester- 

V^ce Po«drat Gore said. 
The crisis in^the American family 
todayknows no boundary of class 
or race,’

NAACP Ptesidait Kweisi Mfume
.said his gtoig) is aggressive about 
>jmotingtoe value of values,’ not­
ing that toe group’s branches across 
toe country 5»nsor parenting, men-

^ that would address many of 
the issu« raised in the Morehouse 
report The kgislatioQ would fand 
gtasstodts fatherhood programs, 
pstyforapubBcrebtionscampaignto 
promote toe virtues fatoerhood 
and support job framing far poor,

ufal^^ets.
Those efforteaebeingbutfressed 

ly^researdi indicatingthatpoor, 
single fathers often are more inti- 
imt^im^ in the of their 
children than IS commonly assumed.

ReKminaiy findings from a study 
b^d^^Prin^lW^s 
Center for Research on Chad Wen- 
Beina found that four, of five sin^e ' 
fathers are “romantically involved’ 
with their partners at the time of 
d^^offtecouplesactual. 
lylivetogether,and85percentofthe . 
men provide financial si?)port during
pregnancy and say they plan to 
COTtinue supporting their childien. 
Moreover, toe stuify is finding that 
most single parents are at least 
contenplatingmarriage.

The problem is vhen you look at 
many of these guys five, six years 

' down thercad, they aren’t there, they 
aren’t involved, to^ aren’t married," 
saidHom.

One reascin is that often’they 
cannot afford famines. And while 
states have stepped up measures to 
make deadbeat fathers pay child 
simport, there is no dear strata for
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Bruce N. Reed 
02/23/99 11:58:12 AM

Record Type: Record

To:

cc:

Paul J. Weinstein Jr./OPD/EOP, Cynthia A. Rice/OPD/EOP, Andrea 
Kane/OPD/EOP

Subject: Re: President’s feedback on Ediey’s Workplan Outline

Here is what I sent Maria: we should tell Chris what we’ve already 
proposed, and work with Gene on something new if need be, since 
obviously something "BIG" would involve MONEY.
.................................Forwarded by Bruce N. Reed/OPD/EOP on 02/23/99 11:59 AM

Bruce N. Reed 
02/17/99 12:41:04 PM

Record Type: Record

To: Maria Echaveste/WHO/EOP

cc: See the distribution list at the bottom of this message
Subject: Re: President’s feedback on Ediey’s Workplan Outline 2^]

First we should put in one place the proposals we’re already pushing to 
help jobless yo^ng men. For example; 20% of-dur welfare-tp^work 
proppiaUs.dedicated to helping'fathersKmpsl of them in thi^ge group) 
ge[j^./We alsochaye^DOJ:p7opo^sai:\^ pushed.aOhe.Pl^deht’s 
request to^expahd work/traihih^fdfjederal prisoners. Gene has more 
propP^Isj^thp budget as wejl, andif-there’s-a-desirFto come-up with 
still mpfe. ideas,-NEG-would be the right one to h_pst a process.

Message Copied 
To:

Gene B. Sperling/OPD/EOP 
Elena Kagan/OPD/EOP 
Sarah Rosen/OPD/EOP 
Sally Katzen/OPD/EOP 
Clara J. Shin/WHO/EOP



.y Elena Kagan
02/23/99 12:24:49 PM

Record Type: Record

To: Paul J. Weinstein Jr./OPD/EOP

cc: Bruce N. Reed/OPD/EOP
Subject: Re: Help!! 2i

Paul --we should talk about this^X^o!t-think-this is quite.the process 
bruce and gene had in nnind. “



Elena Kagan 
02/23/99 12:28:38 PM

Record Type: Record

To: Paul J. Weinstein Jr./OPD/EOP

Subject: Re: President’s feedback on Ediey’s Workplan Outline ^

no, you can. but you should talk with whover in gene’s office would have 
an interest first.


