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Dear Mr. President:

We are writing to thank you for the leadership role you are taking in securing an
amendment to the Nicaraguan and Central American Relief Act (NACARA) of 1997.
Y our support is making a difference. Yesterday, we visited the offices of Sen. Charles
S. Robb (D-VA) and he agreed to sponsor S. 1592 partly because of your support to
the introduction of H.R. 2722 to Congress.

Congressman Luis Gutierrez (D-IL) has been a tireless supporter of the Central
American community in the U.S. and in efforts to amend NACARA. Leaders such as
Congressman Gutierrez and yourself help us to increase our enthusiasm for American
democracy. As thousands of members of our communities become U.S. citizens, we
are learning to recognize the leaders and the party supporting issues that are important
to us, our families and communities.

Mr. President, we are making efforts to build support for H.R. 2722 and S. 1592 in
California, Texas, Florida, llinois, Massachusetts, New York, New Jersey, Maryland
and Virgmia. We are positive that with the strong support of your administration we
will celebrate the new law amending NACARA during the upcoming Thanksgiving
holiday. As you know, there are thousands of Latinos of Central American heritage
that are contributing to the enrichment of our U.S. communities with their labor, taxes
and culture.

An amendment to NACARA is urgently needed to end the tortuous uncertainty of
Central American and Haitian families who have been living in immigration limbo for
over a decade.

Again, we thank you for your support and leadership to amend NACARA.

Luis Flores

NACARA 99 Campaign Coordinator
Salvadoran-American National Network

Sincerely,

/zﬁw/ A Setogpne—

Executive Director

1459 Columbia Road, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20009
(202) 328-9799 - Fax (202) 328-0023
email: carecendc@aol.com
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October 29, 1999

The Honorable William Jefferson Clinton
President of the United States

The White House

Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mr. President:

We are writing to urge that, as you consider your prioritics in final negotiations with Congress on the Fiscal
Year 2000 budget, you include the passage of legislation that your Administration drafted—the Cenrral
American and Haitian Adjustment Act of 1999—introduced in the House by Christopher Smith and 27 co-
sponsors, and in the Senate by Richard Durbin and Edward Kennedy.

As you well know, the individuals who would benefit from this legislation have resided in the U.S. for many
years. They now have deep roots in this country, with jobs, family, homes, and other community ties. Their
relative success in the U.S. has allowed them to send back hundreds of millions of dollars in remittances to their
home countries. The remittances provide a crucial source of foreign exchange, helping to stabilize the emerging
democracies of Central America at a time when they are recovering from decades of civil war, and from the
natural catastrophe of Hurricane Mitch. The remittances serve to complement American foreign policy, which
has tried to bolster the economies of the region and encourage the growth of democracy.

If the relief provided by the Central American and Haitian Adjustment Act does not ultimately become law,
many Central Americans and others with deep roots in the U.S. will be facing deportation. This will diminish
the private flow of money to the region, and will create instability by adding workers to economies already
unable to provide enough jobs for the existing workforce.

The individuals who would be covered by the Central American and Haitian Adjustment Act all have similar
historics. All have fled civil conflict that affected their home countries. Many came to the U.S. at a time when
our asylum system was crippled by political bias, and they have a history of being treated unfairly by our
government. For many years, they have sought amends for the earlier unfair treatment. During those years,
they have resided here in temporary statuses that have kept them in legal limbo. The recently-passed relief
legislation, in particular the Nicaraguan Adjustment and Central American Relief Act, only perpetuated the
discriminatory treatment, by allowing favored groups to gain permancnt residence, while others in similar
circumstances face the prospect of deportation.

We urge you to act to end this unequal treatment, and in the process bolster our foreign policy interests, by
insisting that the relief contained in the Central American and Haitian Adjustment Act be included in a final
budget deal that is ultimately passed and signed into law.

Sincerely,

American Immigration Lawyers Association

Immigration and Refugee Services of America

Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service

Mexican American Legal Defense and Educational Fund
National Asian Pacific American Legal Consortium

National Association of Latino Elected and Appointed Officials
National Council of La Raza

National Immigration Forum

National Immigration Law Center

Union of Needletrades, Industrial and Textile Employees (UNITE)
United Jewish Communities
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514 C Swreet N.E,
Washington. DC 20002
Tel. (202) $46-2536
Fax (202) yab-4)1]

October 27, 1999

Honorahle William J. Clinton
President of the United States
1600 Peinsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20016

Dear Mr. President:

On behalf of the National Hispanio Leadership Agenda (NHLA). a non-partican coalition of 30
national Hispanic orgenizations and distinguished Hispanic leaders from across the nation, we
write to thank you for the leadership role you are taking in secusing an amendment 10 the
Nicaraguan and Central American Relief Act NACARA) of 1997. Central American immigrants
are vibrant members of our Latino community; they work hard, they pay 1axes and arc active
perticipants in the cconomic and cultural enrichment of their communitics in the United States.

Itis thc NHLA's opinion that an amendment to NACAKA 18 urgently needed to end the long and
terrible uncertainty facing Centra! American and Haitian families who have been living in
immigration limbo for over a decade. We stand with our Central American brothers and sisters in
theis demand for equality and parity under the Jew. Your administration’s support for H.R. 2722
and S. 1592 sends a strong message to Congress that the time has come to amend the law.

As you already know, thousands of Central American immigrants are already cligible to apply for
naturalization and once present delays are solved, many will complete the process and start to
vote. We want them to fee) U.S. laws and institutions trcat people equally and fairly in spite of
perceived partisan preferences in Congress.

Again, we thank ynu for your support and leadership to amend NACARA.

Arturo Vargas
NHLA Chais

cc:  Congressman Luis Gutierrez (D-IL)
Congressman Christopher H. Smith (R-NJ)
Senator Edward M. Kennedy (D-MA)
Senatur Richard J. Dwibin (D-10.)
()scar Chacon, President, Salvadoran American National Network
Maria Echaveste, Deputy Chief of Stat}’
Mickey Ibarra, Director of Imergovernmental Relations
Samuel Berger-National Security Council
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Organization of Salvadorean Americans
November 8, 1999

The Honorable William Jefferson Clinton
President of the United States

The White House

Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mr. President:

Tam writing to urge that, as you consider your priorities in final negotiations with Congress on the Fiscal Year
2000 budget, you include the passage of legislation that your Administration drafted, the Central American
and Haitian Adjustment Act of 1999, introduced in the House by Chnstopher Smith and 27 cosponsors, and
in the Senate by Richard Durbin and Edward Kennedy.

As you well know, the Central American community who would benefit from this legislation have resided in
the U.S. for many years. They now have deep roots in this country, with jobs, family, homes, and other
community ties. Our relative success in the U.S. has allowed us to send back hundreds of millions of dollars
in remittances to maitain and rebuild our home countries. The remittances provide a crucial source of foreign
exchange, helping to stabilize our emerging democracies at a time when we are recovering from decades of
civil war, and from the natural catastrophe of Hurricane Mitch. The remittances serve to complement
American foreign policy, which has tried to bolster the economies of the region and encourage the growth of

- democracy.

If the relief provided by the Central American and Haitian Adjustment Act does not ultimately become law,
many Central Americans and others with deep roots in the U.S. will be facing deportation. This will diminish
the private flow of money to the region, and will create instability by adding workers to economies already
unable to provide enough jobs for the existing workforce.

The individuals who would be covered by the Central American and Haitian Adjustment Act all have similar
histories. They all have fled civil conflict that affected our home countries. Many came to the U.S. at a time
when our asylum system was crippled by political bias, and we have a history of being treated unfairly by the
U.S. government. For many years, we have sought amends for the earlier unfair treatment. During those years,
they have resided here in temporary statuses that have kept them in legal limbo. The recently-passed relief
legislation, in particular the Nicaraguan Adjustment and Central American Relief Act, only perpetuated the
discriminatory treatment, by allowing favored groups to gain permanent residence, while others in similar
circumstances face the prospect of deportation.

We urge you to act to end this unequal treatment, and in the process bolster our foreign policy interests, by
insisting that the relief contained in the Central American and Haitian Adjustment Act be included in a final

budget deal that is ultimately passed and. signed into law.
Abel Nﬁez

President g

Organization of Salvadoran Americans

P.0. Box 43103 N.W. e Washington, DC. 20010
(202) 234-7009

Smcerely,
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BISHOPSE 3211 Fourth Street NE Washington, DC 20017-1194 (202) 541-3100 Fax: (202) 541-3166  CONFERENGCE

Most Reverend Joseph A. Fiorenza, D.D.
* Bishop of Galveston-Houston
President

October 28, 1999

The Honorable William Jefferson Clinton
President of the United States

The White House

Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr, President:

I write on behalf of the U.S. Catholic Bishops to ask your assistance for special
immigrant populations who are deserving of the opportunity to become lawful permanent
residents of the United States. These groups have lived in the United States for years and have
established strong ties within their local communities, but for various reasons have been denied
the opportunity to remain in our country on a permanent basis.

The 1986 Immigration Reform and Contro} Act (IRCA) allowed for the legalization of
close to 3 million undocumented immigrants. Approximately 350,000 of those eligible were
denied their opportunity to legalize because, according to the interpretation of the Imunigration
and Naturalization Service (INS), they had briefly traveled abroad in violation of the continuous
residency requirement of the statute.  This situation has lead to the filing of several law suits in
the federal courts. As a result, these individuals have remained in an indefinite legal status for
over 12 years, with no current hope for permanent residency and facing the prospect that they
could soon lose their work authorization and be deported back to their countries of origin.

It is the view of the U.S. Catholic Bishops that this population should have their cases
resolved expeditiously. The class has lived in the United States at least since 1982, and many
have begun families, started businesses, and otherwise contributed to the economic and social
fabric of our great nation. We ask you to work with Congress over the next several weeks to
fashion a remedy which brings justice to these people and their uncertain situations.

I also would express our support for your Administration’s recent initiative promoting
legislation which assists Central American and Haitian populations who fled civil strife in their
countries and have rebuilt their lives in the United States. As you know, the Nicaraguan and
Central American Relief Act NACARA), which you signed in November 1997, permitted
Nicaraguans and Cubans who fled persecution in their countries during the 1980s and have been
present in the United States since December 1, 1995, an opportunity to adjust to lawful
permanent resident status. However, Salvadorans, Guatemalans, Hondurans and Haitians--
similarly-situated groups whbo also left their homelands for similar reasons during the same
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The Honorable William Jefferson Clinton -

period--either did not receive equal treatment under the NACARA or were excluded from the
legislation altogether. At the time you signed the NACARA, you rightly expressed concern
with regard to the disparate treatment given to these groups.

At your behest, legislation has been introduced in Congress (H.R. 2722, S. 1592) which
would address the unequal solutions provided similarly-situated Central Americans and Haitians.
As the Congress approaches adjournment for the year, we ask that you continue to push for
passage of this legislation, which will afford these groups the chance to become permanent
residents of the United States and plan their futures with confidence.

Thank you for consideration of our views.

Sincerely,

Most Reverend Joseph P. Fiorenza
Bishop of Galveston-Houston
President
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American Friends Service Committee

1501 Chevry Stee!, Philocetphia. PENNSyIvonio 19102-1479 - Pnone: 215/241-7000

November 4, 1999

The Honorable William Jefferson Clinton
President of the United States

The White House

Washington, DC 20500

Dcar Mr. President:

AFSC’s work with immigrants is grounded in the Quaker belief in the equality and
infinite worth of every person — and in the belief shared by many faith traditions of the
importance of “welcoming the stranger.” We believe that every person. regardless of
immigration status, deserves respect, compassion, and fair treatment.

AFSC has worked with migrants, refugees. and displaced people since the organization
was founded in 1917. Teday, AFSC sponsors more than a dozen immigration programs
throughout the United States. The work of these programs ranges from documenting and
chalienging abuses by the Border Patrol, 1o addressing the needs of immigrant
communitics in formation, to-supporting political organizing by. late-amnesty applicants
or furmer refugees from Central America and Haiti who are seeking to secure permanent
residency. It is in this vein that we write to you regarding our Central American and
Haitian colleagucs, neighbors and friends.

As you consider your priorities in final negotiations with Congress on the Fiscal Year
2000 budget, we urge you to include the passage of legislation that your Administration
drafied--the Central American and Haitiun Adjusimeni Act of | 999--introduced in the
House by Christopher Smith and 27 co-sponsors. and in the Scnate by Richard Durbin
and Edward Kennedy: Currently H.R. 2722 has 88 endorsers and S.1592 has 10 signers.

As you well know, the individuals who would bencfit from this legisiation have resided
in the U.S. for many years. They now have deep roots in this countyy, with jobs, family,
homes. and-other community. ties. Their relarive success in the U.S. has allowed them to
send back hundreds of millions of dollars in remittances to their home countrics. The
remittances provide a crucial source of forcign cxchange, helping to stabilizz the
emerging democracics of Central America at a time when they are recovering from

DONALD B. QA

KARA L. NEWELL
Snpouive Drecior
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decades of civil war, and from the natural catastrophe of Hurricane Mitch. The
remittances serve to complement relief efforts that government and non-governmental
agencies have fostered to support the economies of the region and encourage the growth
of just political systems.

If the relief “provided by the Central American and Haitian Adjustment Act does not
ultimately become law, many Central Americans and others with decp roots in the U.S.
will be facing deportation. This will diminish the private flow of money to the region,
and will create instability by adding workers to economies already unable to provide
enough jobs for the existing workforce.

The individuals who would be covered by the Central American and Haitian Adjusrment
Act all have similar histories. All have fled civil conflict that affected their home
countries. Many came to the U.S. at a time when our asylum system was crippled by
political bias and our government’s immigration process infused with unfair treatment.
For many years, they have sought amends for the carlier unjust practices. During those
years, they have resided here in temporary statuscs that have kept them in legal limbo.
The recently-passed relief legislation, in particular the Nicaraguan Adjfustment and
Cenrral American Relief Act, only perpetuated the discriminatory treatment, by allowing
favored groups 10 gain permanent residence. whilc others in similar circumstances face
the prospect of deportation. .

We urge you to act to end this unequal treatment and promote just foreign policy
interests, by insisting that the relief contained in the Central American and Haitian

Adjustment Act be included in a final budget deal that is ultimately passed and signed into
law.

Y.

Sincezel
C?éi?é‘uu, -~ 15 '
Newe Tﬁnm
xecutive Director

Associate Executive Director for Program

M”thline Haggans, j 5 Ruth Sceley
Associate Executive Director for Regions  Assistant Executive Director

< 2‘%"‘ ﬂw\ W
Joyce D. Miller Diana Roose

Director, Community Relations. Unit Director. Pcace Building Unit
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Rosemary Cubas Saralee Hamilton

Director, Third World Coalition Director, Nationwide Women's Program

ﬁl/»( b7 3

Dave Elder Michael Stmmons
Coordinator, Asia Programs Coordinator, East'West Program
X CJ ‘Qﬂ&
. Erstad William Pierre
Courdinator, Latin America Coordinator, Middle East Programs
Caribbean Programs

Bﬁ@,m}t, Q;i-xwm g &tu(&

Francine Cheeks
Director, Development Depariment Director, Communication Department
John Blanchard, Jr. Robert Fuller
Director, Finance Department Director, Human Resources Depa t
Charles Sandra Rappeport

Director, Southeastern Region ‘Director, Middle Atlantic Region
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Director. New Englfnd Region

Eloise Cranke.
Director, Central Region

Wilson Riles, Jr.
Director, Pacific Mountain Region

0D\

Joseph Franco.
Director, Pacific Southwest Region

W onactl—

Michael McConnell
Director, Great Lakes Region

! ‘k
Enl e

Director, NY Metropolitan Region

\,(:L-o«-ga%

Susan Segall
Director, Pacific Northwest Region

TOTAL P.B4
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Anited States Senate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510

October 18, 1999

JOIN US IN COSPONSORING THE
"CENTRAL AMERICAN AND
HAITIAN PARTTY ACT OF 1999"

Dear Colleague:

We are writing to request your support for the "Central American and Haitian Parity Act” (8. 1592).
This bill is a necessary and fair expansion of the Nicaraguan Adjustment and Central American
Relief Act. It provides a permanent solution for thousands of people who desperately need one, by
giving certain nationals of El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, and Haiti the opportunity to apply for
permanent residence on the same terms now available to Nicaraguans and Cubans.

In the 1980's, thousands of Salvadorans and Guatemalans fled civil wars in their countries and
sought asvlum in the United States. The vast majority had been persecuted or feared persecution in
their home countries. The people of Honduras had a similar experience. While civil war was not
formally waged in Honduras, the geography of the region made it impossible for Honduras to be
unaffected by the violence and turmoil thar surrounded it. Haiti has also experienced extreme
upheaval. Haitians for many years were forced to seek the protection of the United States because
of political oppression and human rights abuses.

In 1997, Congress recognized that the 1996 llegal Immigration Reform and Responsibility Act
could result in grave injustices to certain groups of people. So in November 1997, the Nicaraguan
and Central American Relief Act (NACARA) was enacted to grant relief to certain nationals of
Central American countries.

Ending these injustices was essential. The United States had allowed Central Americans to reside
and work here for over a decade, during which time many of them established families, careers and
strong community ties. The complex history of civil wars and political persecution in Central
Amenica left thousands of peopls in limbo, without a place to call home.

While the restoration of democracy in Central America and the Caribbean has been encouraging, the
situation remains complex. Providing immigrants from these volatile areas with an opportunity to
apply for permanent resident status in the United States, instead of deporting them. will provide
more stability in the long run. Such an approach is the best solution not only for the United States,
but also for the new democracies in Central America and the Caribbean,

@oo2
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We urge you to join us in co-sponsori
at 224-7274 or Esther Olavarria at

Sincerely,

e
Richard J. Durbin

Bob Graham Edward M. Kennedy



Congress of the United Htates
Wasghington, BC 20515

Support “The Central American and Haitian Refugee Adjustment Act” (H.R. 2722)

October 18, 1999

Dear Colleague:

We are writing to invite you to co-sponsor our bi-partisan legislation, "The Central
American and Haitian Refugee Adjustment Act” (H.R. 2722) a bill that amends current
law to provide relief to certain nationals of El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras and Haiti.
This bill incorporates the legislative language of H.R. 36, “The Central American and
Caribbean Refugee Adjustment Act".

If enacted, H.R. 2722 will provide nationals of El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras and
Haiti who entered the U.S. prior to December 1, 1995 the same opportunity to become
lawful permanent residents of the United States that is currently available to similarly
situated persons from Nicaragua and Cuba. Last month Senator Durbin introduced the
Senate companion of this legislation, S. 1592.

Please support our efforts to assist the process of democratization and stabilization now
underway in Central America and Haiti and to ensure just and compassionate treatment
for immigrants from these countries by becoming a cosponsor of H.R. 2722.

We look forward to you joining the growing numbers of cosponsors of this bill who
believe this is a fair, equitable and just legislative initiative.

If you would like to sign on, please contact the Staff of the Subcommittee of the
International Operations and Human Rights at x55748 or Jennice Fuentes (Cong.

Gutierrez) at x58203.

s V. Gutiéffez Chris Smith
Member of Congress Member of Congress

List of current cosponsors: Reps. Diaz-Balart, Meek, Ros-Lehtinen, Rep Delahunt,
Ballenger, Ortiz, Gilman, Velazquez, Souder, Roybal-Allard, Thomas Davis, Hinojosa,
Becerra, Menendez, Reyes, Serrano, Pastor, Hastings, Rangel, Gonzalez, Martinez,
Rush, Jackson, Danny Davis, Waters, McGovern, Mink, Eshoo, Dixon, Cummings,
Blagojevich, LaFalce, Capuano, Filner, Owens, Meeks, Pascrell, Stark, Olver, Corrine
Brown, Wexler, Robert Brady, Norton, Moran, Nadler, Andrews, Lee, Woolsey, Morella,
Crowley, Underwood, Eddie Bernice Johnson, Frost, Martin, Berman, Hinchey, Deutsch,
Evans, Moakley, Meehan, Pelosi, Frank, Wynn, Payne, McDermott, Maloney,
Schakowsky, Christensen, John Lewis, Lampson & Jackson-Lee.

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER
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Congress of the Tnited States
UWashington, BE 20515 .

November 8, 1999

President William Clinton

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue N.W.
“‘Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

We are writing to express our concerns that neither the issue of amnesty for certain Central

American and Haitian immigrants nor the updating of the registry provisions found in Section
249 of the Immigration and Nationality Act have been made prioritjes in the year-end
negotiations regarding the budget and pending legislation. :

Members of your staff have repeatedly told us that these two items are a priority for you.
However, we are aware that very few Members of the House and Senate have been notified of
the-White House's interest and support of these two issues. We are extremely concerned that if
neither of these two issues is resolved this year, the unfairness and injustice that certain
immigrant groups are currently facing will contintte. _

We have worked very hard to bring a measure of justice and faimess to Central American
immigrants. Our goal, as you have said in respect to these immigrants, is to assure that
“similarly situated people are treated similarly”. We appreciate the support that you
demonstrated for this goal this year by ransmitting legislation (H.R. 2722) that will resolve the
current situation. We believe that your involvement has been helpful to-our ongoing efforts to
resolve this issue this year. -

Nevertheless, the immigrant community urgeritly needs your support now. As Congress

moves towards adjournment, many decisions are expected to be made by appropriators in the
next few days. For this reason, it is with a renewed sense of timeliness that we request thatyou -
send a clear message to the appropriators that you wish to see the language of H.R. 2722
included in a final version of the District of Columbia or the Commerce, Justice and State
Appropriations bill. '

We look forward to you communicating a clear message to appropriators regarding the urgency
of resolving these twa issues during the ongoing appropriations discussions. '

Sincerely,

Luis V. Gutierrez,Chair
‘Immigration Task Force

-Congressional Hispanic Caucus

PRINTLD ON RECYCLED PAPEA



SUECOMMITYRES:
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E. CLAY SHAW 2408 RAYBUPK MOUSE OFFICE BUiLDING
WASHINGTON, OC 203316
220 DISTRICT, FLORIDA 3 1202) 226-3026
COMMITTER: DISTRCY OFECEA.
ERCAWARD COUNTY
WAYS AND MEANS 152 EAST BROWARD BOULEVARD

SUITE tay

FORT LAUDERDALE, FL 3335
THAIRMAN (954} 5221900

soci scumr Congress of the United States s s

222 LAKEVIE W AVENUE, 0182

coamonan House of Wepresentatives T P B 3
FLORIDA ConGrEsSIONAL DELEGATION . i ALM BEACH CQUNTI
c asbington. BE 20515-0022 o
SEptemb er 22, 1999 WER SITE

VAW, ROUSE. 0OV shaw

Mr. Bemardo Villela

President

8500 West Flager Street Suite 108A
Miami, Florida 33144

" Dear Mr. Villela:

Thank you for contacting me regarding your support of H.R. 2722, the Central American
and Haitian Adjustment Act of 1999, introduced by Representative Christopher Smith (R-NJ).

As you may know, H.R. 2722 would amend the Nicaraguan Adjustment and Central
American Relief Act to allow certain nationals of E] Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, and Haijti
to apply for adjustment of status under that Act. Like you, I believe immigration policies should
not favor one group of individuals, but instead apply equally and consistently to all nationalities.

H.R. 2722 has been referred to the Subcommittee on Immigration and Claims. While I
do not sit on this subcommittee, please be assured that I will keep your support in mind should
this bill come to the House floor for a vote.

Again, thank you for contacting me.

ECS:tg
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Cwam:
SUBCOMMITTEL ON
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The Honorable Connie Mack
517 Senate Hart Building
Washington, DC 20515
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Dear Senator Mack:

POLICY AND TRADE @0"““55 of the Tnited States
viee G Bouse of Representatives
SUBCOMMITTEE ON
WESTERN HEMISPHERC ILEANA ROS-LEHTINEN

Y8TH DISTRICT. FLDRIDA

October 26, 1999

PLEASE RESPOND TO.
2180 Ravaunn BuLuing
Wasincron, OC 20515-0918
1202) 225393
Fax (202) 2258620

OISTRICT OFFICE.
o 9210 Sunser Daive
SuiTt 100
Miami, FL 33173
1305 2751800
Fax (305) 275-1901

I am writing to thank you for your unwavenng support on immigration legislation that
has benefitted well descrving, productive immigrants of Flonda’s communities, and also to
respectfully request that you lead your support to S. 1592 by becoming a cospousor.

By allowing an opportunity for adjustment of legal status, S. 1592 will ensure that
qualified immigrants from El Salvador, Honduras, Guatemala, and Haiti will receive relief
measures that refugees from Nicaragua and Cuba are enjoying with the passage of NACARA.

Your cosponsorship of S, 1592 will not only lcave behind a powerful legacy of your
support for Florida's future voters to witness, but will g0 far in demonstrating that Republicans
do, indeed, stand tall for Justice, and moreover extend their arms to vicums of violence, and those
who have long suffered from tyranny and persecution. On bebalf of our many constituents who

may receive fair and long due restitution with this le

support by publically cosponscring S. 1592

Member of Congress

PANTLY (e OECCLED Hastm

gislation, please consider lending your
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October 22, 1999

Senator Barbars Boxer
112 Hart Bldg.
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Boxer:

I am writing to request ybur suppont for the "Cepcral Amexicas and Haitian Adjustment Act of 1999" (H.R 2722). 'nus monal
bill is vitel and a fuir expansion of the Nicaraguan Adjustment and Central American Relief Act (NACARA), 10 provide certain
oationals of £} Salvador, Guatemals, Honduras, snd Halti an opportunity to epply for adjusunent of stanu under ths Act

In the 1980's thousends of Salvadorans and Guatemalans fled civil wars in their countries and sought asylum in the United States
since they bad been persecutad or feared persccution in their home countrics. Although Honduras did not_fomnlly wage civil war,
the geography of the region mads it impossible for Hondurans to be unaffacted by the violcace and turmoil t‘hat surroundgd it Por
many years, Haiti has also experienced extreme upheaval and many Haitians were forced to seck the protection of the United
States due to oppression, human rights abuses and eivil unseet.

In 1998, the Central American ragion was onoe again faced with dovaststion duc to Humicane Mitch, which a!feolcd El Salvador,
Guatemala, Honduras, and the Caribbean. Although International assistance bad provided soms support, the tegion is Scing many
basic challeages for et least the next decade. Central American immigrants currently residing in the United States are key w0
ensuring the recoestruction and healing of these struggling countries.

The restoration of demosracy and the rebuilding offorts after a devastating hurrioane in Central America and the Caribbaan has
beco cocounging, but the siruation continues to be difficult. Providing these productive individuals with rn opportuaity 1o spply
for permanent rusident status in the Utited Stases, 1mtead of prolonging theis decads long immigration limbo and possibly
departing them o a politicalty azd economically fragils and devastated region, strengthens our national socurity interests.

The vast majority of Central Amencans who will benefit from H.R. 2722 are already known to the INS, They beve resided and
worked here for over o decade. They have established families, careers and community ties in this country and particularly in
California. The relief H.R. 2722 would provide w0 Salvedorans, Guatemalans, Hondurans, and Haitians is precisely the relief thar

NACARA already provides 10 Nicaraguans and Cubans. H.R. 2722 will insure tbat similarly situated Central Americans are given
equal treatment in our immigration laws,

Az a Salvadoran Americen, and a3 s member of the Califoruia legislanre, I feel that your support is crucisl for this legisiation and
for the statc of Californis, since a significent amount of affected familics reside it thoe state and conmibute {0 its econemic growth,

1 urge you to meet with Central American leaders jo Washington D.C. to discuss ths issues and see how you can farther support
this needed and fair legislation on behalf of my Central American brothers and sisters. Should you have any questions, please
contact my office 81 916-445-6671 or Mr. Carlos Vequerano, from SALEF, at 213-480-1032.

Thank you for your consideration.

COUNTIES OF ALAMEDA AND SANTA CLARA
-
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November 10, 1999
The Honorable William Clinton
President of the United States of America
The White House
Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mr. President:
As Ambassador of Guatemala before your great country, I am writing to unite my

voice to those expressions of concern in regard to the situation of Central American and
Haitian immigrants in the United States of America. The fact that the year-end

.negotiations is here and there is still no tacit action being taken for neither the registry

provxsxons of Section 249 nor the amnesty issue on behalf of the Admmistration is
worrisome.

On several opportunities, members of your staff have explained that these two
issues are of priority to you. Nonetheless very few members of Congress have heard of
the White House’s interest and support for the fast solution of these important situations.
The saddest part of the issue is that we are talking about people, about families, even
citizens of the United States that will see their lives torn apart when loosing a relative due
to his or her immigration status.

As Guatemalans, we very much appreciate the support that you gave for this very
humane goal by introducing H.R.2722, that would come to provide a solution to the
matter. Several members of Congress, under the leadership of Senators Richard Durbin,
Bob Graham and Edward Kennedy, as well as of Congressmen Chris Smith and Luis
Gutierrez and Congresswoman Lucille Roybal-Allard, have stated their commitment
towards solving this problem.

Mr. President, we urge you to express your support now. Adjournment is near
giving us a sense of timeliness. We know that members of Congress have requested that
H.R.2722 be added to the final version of the District 6f Columbia or the Commerce,
justice and State Appropriations Bill. Please consider that solving this sad situation will
add up to your impressive record of achievements.

] William Stixrud:
| Ambassador
bms

220 RETREET N.W, WASHINGTON, D.C. 20008 USA = TEL.:(202) 748-4982 FAX : Q02 748-1908
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November 16, 1999

Ms. Maria Fchaveste

Decputy Chicf of Staff

The Whitc House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenuc, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Ms. Echaveste:

We writc to provide an update on the implementation of Section 203 of
NACARA and 1o urge the President’s support for those amendments to NACARA now
pending in Congress. These amendments ure essential to providi‘ng meaningful relicf
from deportation for thousands of Central Americans currently ineligible for NACARA,

CARECEN in Los Angeles is the largest agency in the country providing legal
services to Central American immigrants, We ate thus well situated to abserve the-
impact that NACARA is having on the Central Americans seeking permancnt residency
in this country. Section 203 of NACARA must be amended for all of the following
reasons: 1) the law as currently writicn is dividing familics instead of ensuring family
unity; 2) thousands of Central Americans who have resided legally in the Unitcd States
since 1990 cannot benefit from NACARA becausc they did not complete the technical
requirement of registering for ABC benefits; and 3) the law's complexity will result in a
huge percentage of eligible Central Americans losing the relief and becoming deportuble
hecnuse they lack access to competent legal ussistance.

}. Separation of Families

Of over 15,000 Central American familics who visit CARECEN cach year for advice
on NACARA, ncarly half of these families learn that at lcast one member of their
immediate family cannot benefit from NACARA and will be subject to removal.

The “Aging-out”

Under NACARA, a child who entered this country after Octobor 1, 1990, loses
NACARA cligibility unless his or her parent is granted NACARA relief before the child
tuens 21. Since NACARA was cnacted in November 1997, thousunds of children have
turned 21 and by so duing lost {he possalbility of gaining permancnt residency. The
Justice Department’s delays have thus coused the greatest harm to the segmenl of the
population most assimilated to American culture: high school students who have spent
most of their lives here and are pursuing college education.

O oy

19:02 No.024 P.02
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Between 1997 and the present, these “aging-out” children could take no action to prescrve thicir
cligibility, as the INS refused to create meaningful procodires to expedite the cases of families in this
precarious situation. In August, our apeicy succeeded in having the first NACARA interview in the
country. The interview was scheduled to prateet our 20-ycar-old client from “aging-out™ of cligibility.
This means that until Augusi, only one child nationwide was given this opportunity. Now, the INS has
conducted & handful of such interviews in Los Angcles. However, attorneys throughout the couniry
remain unaware of how to expedite their cases and wutch hopelessly as their clients turp 21 and losc all
relief. What the law has thus created is a situation in which thousands of young adults who have turned
21 sinee the law’s enactiment will be deportable, while the parents and sibling of these children gain
greencards. '

B. The Motion To Reopen Prablcm.

A separate reason that familics nre being divided by NACARA relates to the Motion to Reopen
problem. In implementing NACARA, the Justice Depariment promuigated a regulation requiring any
NACARA applicant with a finul order of deportation 1o files a motion to reopen hig or her case by
September 8, 1998, This requirement was impossible to meet for the majarity of applicants with ald final
orders. Of 230,000 ARC class members, an estimated 40,000 have final deportation arders from the”
19805, a decade when the Justice Department unlawfutly discriminated against asylum applicants from El
Salvador and Guatcmala. These individuals werc 1old cight years ago, when they registered for TPS, that
their deportation orders were stayed under the ABC settlement and would no longer matter. Becausc of
this message. a message that was accurate at the time and for the following scven years, it was exiremely
difficult to explain o this same group of people that the doportation orders suddenly were relevant nnd &
motion had 1o be filed to rcopon old proceedings.

What s most unfair about the motion 1o reopen deadline is that thousands of NACARA
applicants had no way to Iearn in 1998 whether ar not they had a final deportation order. The INS
records are not complete and aften do not appear in an applicant’s file nor in the Court’s database. 1f the
order as in absentia and/or the applicant cauld not recall his or her A number from a case that was fificen
ycars old, the appli¢ant had no way to document the final arder and thus could not filc a mation fo
rcapen, Nevertheless, such an applicant will find himsclf barred from NACARA relief should the Justice
Department subscquently discover the old order,

Fach day at CARECEN, we interview an average of six people who have missed the motion 10
rcopen deadling and have thus become ineligible for NACARA relief. Their failure to file a motion is
nearly always due to the fact thal they did not know they bad a final deportation ordor. Wec subsequently
discaver the order through a request for FBJ records. In most cases, these individuals have spouses and
children who will ba cligible for NACARA relief.

Because of the iinpossible burden placed on NACARA applicants in determining the existence of
a final deportation order and then complying with the 1998 reopen deadline, the INS Gencral Counsel’s
office distributed a memorandum to local INS District Counsel Offices to stipulate to a late filing of a
NACARA motion to reopen "for any valid reason.” Despite the reasonable approach authorized by this
Memorandum, in Los Angeles it is rare if not impossible 10 obtain such a stipulation from the Office of
the District Counsel. For cxample, CARECEN represents a Salvadoran man who is an ABC class
member. In September, 1998, he had only vague information about NACARA and believed it henefited
only Nicaraguans. When he Icarncd that Salvadorans could also qualify for relief, he camc 10
CARECEN. An attorney then discovered that he had an in ahseniia doportation order by reviewing a
copy of his recently obtainod INS file, The discovery was made after the motion to reopen deadline had
passed. This man bad resided legally in the United States since 1991, He supports his wife and ihree
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tecnage children as a tmechanic. He hag paid {axes every year of his residence in this country and is an
active member of his church. The INS has refused Lo stipulate to a tiling of a late motion to reopen this
casc, and the INS OfTice of General Counsel has refused to intervene to change this result. Most likely,
this man will be suhject to ramoval, lcaving his teenagers without a father, his wife alone to care for
them, and rendering the family destitute. This case is lypica) of the fumily separations resulting from the
implementation of NACARA.

2. Thousands of Central Americans Who Are In 'The Same Situation as ABC Class Mcmbers Cannot

Benefii From NACARA Because They Cannot Satisfy Its Overly Technical Requircments.

Tany is a 19-year-ald college student and a United States wrestling champion, 1le has overcoine
enormous obstacles on the way 1o such achievements. In 1990, Tony and his sistor, who were then ages
ten and seven, fled I3l Salvador and came with their parents to the United States. That same year, Tony's
mother was deported. Whilce trying to return apain to her children, she drowned in a river. After her
dcath, Tony’s father abandoned his children. Tony was left alone to care for his sister. The two maved -
from house to house, staying as long as friends would have them. Eventually. a neighbor adopted Tony’s
sister. and she became a legal permanent resident. Tony was left alone, and despite mectings with over
thirly 1enchers and lawyers, not onc adult gave Tony Immigration advice that then would have helped him
obtain permanent residency.

Though fiequently homeless, Tony perseverzd and graduated from high schiool. Along the way
he became the California wrestling champion in bis division, and moved in to live with his wrestling
coach and the coach's fumily. Tony now has a real home but no way to ever legalizc his immigration
status. He cannot qualify for NACARA relicf because he never registered for TPS in 1991 nor filed for
asylum prior to April, 1990. Evcn if his mother had taken such steps, her death prevents Tony from
deriving NACARA eligibility.

While Tony’s achievements arc remarkable, liis story in terms of his immigration history is not
unique. Thousands of children and youny adults in California cannot benefit from NACARA because
they did nol register fur ABC benefits. In all ather respects, (hese individuals are in the sume situation
a5 the NACARA-cligible population. Sadly, the population most heavily prejudiced by NACARA's
technical requirements is that of youny adults who as children did not have the capacity 1o obtain
immigration assistance. These young adults often cannot-speak adequate Spanish, and are completely
acculturated and immersed in American society. In depriving them of the chance to fegalize their
inunigration statns, thesc children (no matter how much they succeed in school) will have no options in
this country other than day labor. They will not return to their countrics or origin as they no longer have
any tics to such countries.

In addition to young adults, thousands of indigenous Guatemalans did not register for ABC:-
benefits and thus cannot seek relief under NACARA. Thesc Guatemalans suffered extrenie persecution
in Guatemala’s civil war, and were too fearful of authorities to ssek immigration advice abouwt the ABC
agreement. Many alsa could not speak Spanish and thus could not obtain information they needed about
immigration law, TFor other reasons, a huge percentage of the (Guatemalan indigenous community in
Califoraia will never be ahle to obtain permanent residency, despite having equities equal or greater to
those Guatemalans who are ABC registrants.

3. Becnuse of NACARA's Complexity, Thousands of Central Americans Eligible For NACARA Relicl

-----
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The notarios who prey upen vulnerable immigrants are out in force, selling NACARA serviccs.
CARLCEN secs dozens of people every week who have been victims of notarie fraud. These clients arc
told they are NACARA-eligible, charged a thousand dollars, and then assisted to do NACARA
applications by individuals with no knowledge of the law. These applications are aften never mailed.
When they are sent ta the INS, they will likely be denied becouse they contain so many inaccuracies or
ontright traud, In some cascs, nnfarios are applying for children who still have not resided in the United
States for the requisite seven yenrs. ‘These children would become NACARA-eligible if they simply
waited to accrue the seven years, but by filing for NACARA rolicf prematurcly, these childreh will be
denicd and subject to removal. There is no end to the varicty of scams perpetrated by the notarios.

The reason that so many immigrants resort o these pofarios is because they havs no other option,
CARECHEN is the largest agency in the country assisting low-income immigrants in applying for
NACARA. CARECEN is only able to prepare 200 applications a year (80 familics). This limitation is
because of the complexity and time required 10 complete a NACARA case. lL.ow-income Central
Amecricans (the average income of a CARECEN client is $10,000) cannot afford (o pay private lawyers tu
take their cascs. The average fee charged by a privalc attorney is $2,000 per family member. Thus, a
family of four would nced $8&,000 1o have privale representation. 3ecause of Jimited financial resources,
the NACARA -cligible population is forced to rely on morarios. Many applicants will never be g b”““Cd
relief, not because of the merits of their case but simply hecause they lack cnmpcrun assistance in
prepering their cases.

4. Ta lnsure Fairness for Central Americans, NACARA Must Be Amended.

The Central American community continues to feel chented by NACARA. There is a deep sense
of anger that Congress chose to grant Nicaraguans and Cubans a simple way af' sceuring perimancn
residency while providing much more limiled Section 203 relicf to Salvadorans and Guatemalans. This
fundamental unfairness has become even more apparent from the implementation of NACARA. Those
cligible face huge hurdlcs in oblaining permanent residency because of the law's complexity. Tor a
significant percentage of fumilias. the law is bitlersweel. These families watch helplessly us a child turns
twenty-one and “ages-out” of NACARA rclicl, or another family member learns of the existence of an
old deportation order and thus lascs his or her chance a1 residency. Finally, too many people who
warrant the relief are ineligiblc Tor technical reasons that scrve na broader public policy.

We urge the Clinton Administration to do everything in its power (o amend NACARA and
deliver on a promise to treat Central American immigrants fairly. All Central American immigrants from
E! Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras and Haiti who entered (his country before December 1, 1998 should
be granted the smine relief that NACARA provides for Nicaraguans and Cubans. Lepislation that creates
such parity will finally result in justice for Central Amcricans, and will ensure that the United States fully
benefirs froin the enarmous contributions that Central Americans seek to make in this country as
pcrmanent residents.

Sincerely,

/ff/ & / 2//’-2/ﬂ ~-.

Ano Judy Londlon
Exécutive Diroctor Legal Director



11/17/998 WED 11:02 FAX 2024561907 Ccos

v

ID:2133851094 NOY 16’99

[ CcatraL MG Rsourcl CLance/ Coneo D Recursos Cmauanenicanss |

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
[XECLYIYE COMMITTEE

Horbart A. Modino, Ph.D., Chalr

husl. Feal, of Movhemalics
Loyola Marymount Unlvorsity

Glanda Mortiney, Esq., Yire Chair
Sonlor Lugo! Counsal
Lnlvisisn Communications, {nc.

Hacior Aquiles Magofia, Sevelary
(ommunity Dagantrar

Horihe Arsvalo, Trepsurwt
Communicolions Dirartos
Culiforntu datino Civil Rights Nerwurk

Maribal S. Motino, Esq., At Large
Folimi

toied, Fronk Harriy,

Shrivet £ Jgchson

liuion Janquin, Esq.
Ditaclac of Lsigaslon
Nationol Imneiguutinn Low Caital

Suzau Lefebvre, Lsq.
Uspuly ity Atlomay
Les Angolas Cily Attoney's QFfica

Dauglas F. M, Esy,

Pariner
Lesh & Losl, [P

farnando de Nacochea
Doputy Dlreqor, Public AHairs
Southern Callfornio Edison

Stavan 1. Nunter, Fsq.
jouul Vit Piesidont
uNsIe, arl-CI0

Fwneiscu J, Yiiko

Public AHoirs itectot
Gl Snwvlra Carparation

Angsla Sanbignn
Dacotiva Diratlal

ofhations fisted fue
sourlifipliout purnisés oftly

November 16, 1999

The Honorable William J. Clinton
President of the United States
The White House

Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mr. President:

T am writing to urge that, as you consider your priorities in final negotiation with
Congress on the Fiscal Year 2000 budget, you include the passage of legislation
thal your Administration dralled the Centra] American and Haitian Adjustment
Act of 1999-introduced in the House by Christopher Smith and 27 cosponsors,
and in the Scnate by Richard Durbin and Edward Kennedy.

As you well know, the individuals who would benefit from this legislation have |
resided in the U.S. for many ycars. They now have deep roots in this country,
with jobs, family, homes, and other community ties. Their relative success in the
U.S. has allowed them to send back- hundreds of millions of dollars in
rcmittances to their home countries. The remittances provide & crucial source of
foreign exchange, helping to stabilize the emerging democracies of Central
America at a time when they are recovering of decades of civil wars, and from the
natural catastrophc of Hurrican Mitch. The remittances serve 1o complement
foreign policy, which has tried bolster the economies of the region and encourage
the growth of democracy,

If the relief provided by the Central American And Haitians Adjustment Act doces
not ultimatcly become law, many Central Americans and others with deep roots n
the U.S. will be facing deportation. This will diminish the privete flow of money
to the region, and will create instability by adding workers to cconomic already
unable to provide enough jobs for the existing workforce.

The individuals who would be covered by the Central American and Haitian
Adjustment Act all have similar histories. All have fled civil conflict that affected
their home countries. Many came to the U.S, at a 1ime when our asylum system
was crippled by political bias, and they have a history of being treated unfairly by
our government. For many years, they leave sought amends for the carlier unfair
treatment. During those years, they have resided here in temporary statuses that
have kept them in legal limbo. The recently-passed relief legislation, in particular
the Nicaraguan Adjustment and Central Americen Relief Act, only perpetuatcd

7845 Wesi Seventh Sireel, Las Angeles, Californin $0005-3907 / rel: 213.385.7800 / fox: 213.385.10%4
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the discriminatory treatment, by allowing favored groups to gain permanent residence,
whilc others in similar circumstances face the prospect of d cportation

T urge you to act to end this uncqual treatinent, and in the process bolster our foreign
policy interests, by insisting that the relief contained in the Central American and Haitian
Adjustment Act be included in a final budget deal thal is ultimately passed and signed
into law, '

Sincerely,

Angelg Sanbrano
Executive Director
CARECEN



