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IM
THE DIRECTOR

The Honorable Trent Lott 
Majority Leader 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Mr. Leader:

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 
OFFICE OF management AND BUDGET 

WASHINGTON. D. C. Z0503

June 23,2000

I would like to bring to your attention reductions to the Administration’s FY 2001 Budget 
for high-priority programs serving American Indians and Alaska Natives (Native Americans) by 
the House and Senate appropriations committees. Since 1993, the Administration has worked 
successfully with Congress to increase Federal funding for Native American programs by over 
50 percent ($2.8 billion). Our goal has been to improve the quality of life throughout Native 
American communities, from health care to education opportunities and school facility repair and 
replacement; road maintenance and construction to business development and housing 
improvement; and law enforcement to natural resource protection.

The Administration has also strived to enliance tribal self-determination and honor the 
governmcnt-io-govemment reladonship the Federal Government has with Tribes. In so doing, 
the President’s Budget for FY 2001 requests $9.4 billion government-wide (an increase of $1.2 
billion over FY 2000) for priority health care, education, economic development, and 
infrastructure to continue improving social and economic conditions in Indian Country.

The enclosed table and narrative summarize the major components of the FY 2001 Native 
American Programs Initiative, and the latest House and Senate appropriations actions on the 
budget requests. The Administration recognizes that recent Senate Appropriation Subcommittee 
action on the FY 2001 Interior and Related Agencies appropriations bill increased funds for 
certain components of the Initiative. While this is a constructive step in the right direction, 
congressional action to date fails to address these needs sufficiently. We strongly urge you to 
reconsider our Initiative, remove any objectionable tribal riders in appropriation bills, and restore 
funding for the priority programs highlighted in the enclosures.

I look forward to working with you to achieve these goals.
i

Sincerely,

Jacob J. Lew 
Director

Enclosures
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Identical Letter Sent to;

The Honorable J. Dennis Hastert, 
The Honorable Richard A. Gephardt 
The Honorable Thomas A. Daschle, 
The Honorable Trent Lott



06/23/2000 FRI 00:23 FAX 1^004

FY 2001 Native American Programs Initiative 
as of June 20, 2000 (Enclosure A)

Health Care. The Indian Health Serv ice (IHS), in the Department of Health and Human 
Services, has sole responsibility for the delivery of health services to Native Americans. The FY 
2001 Budget requests S2.6 billion (S230 million over FY 2000) to provide Native Americans 
with better access to quality health care and to improve the medical facilities that serve tliem in 
remote locations. Compared to the rest of the population, Native Americans are about three times 
more like to die from diabetes, about five times more like to die from tuberculosis, and over two 
times more likely to have a child die from Sudden Infant Death Syndrunie. 'Hie House FY 2001 
Interior and Related Age.ncics appropriation bill provides the IHS S2.4 biliion (SI 78 million 
below the request and $52 million over FY 2000). Based on preliminary information, we 
understand that the Senate Subcommittee has provided a $143 million increase over the f Y 2000 
enacted level. We are disappointed that the increase results in a ftinding level that is still $87 
million below the Administration’s request. The budget request proposes new initiatives to 
target major health problems, including, diabetes, cancer, heart disease, dental and mental health. 
Few, if any, of these initiatives could be supported under the funding level provided by the 
House and Senate.

Education. The Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA), in the Depanment of the Interior, provides a 
wide array of social and economic programs to Tribal governments and individual members, and 
operates 185 elementary and .secondary schools and dormitories that serve over 50.000 ltidiar= 
students. The BlA’s FY 2001 request of $2.2 billion ($332 million overFY 2000), include.s 
$507 million for elementary and secondary school operations; an unprecedented $300 niiliion for 
school facility repair, maintenairce, and replacement; ajid $38 million for tribal college 
operations. The House FY 2001 interior and Related Agencies bill provides only $472 million 
for .school operations, $120 million to improve school facilities, and $36 million for tribal 
colleges. No additional funds are provided for early childhood development, therapeutic health 
services at boarding school.s, or to significantly reduce the $800 million backlog cf needed 
school repairs and improvements -- including funds for the school modernization bonding 
initiative to help leverage funds to construct replacement BIA schools. Based on preliminary 
information, the Senate Subcommittee has provided an estimated $115 million less chan the 
request and $217 million over the FY 2000 enacted level for the Bureau of Indian A.ffairs (BIA). 
The Subcommittee funded the construction of the six BIA replacement .schools requested, but 
still falls shon of the $300 million proposed for Bl.A school construction, repair, and 
maintenance.

The Education Department administers grants to fund the education needs of over 500,000 Indian 
students attending public schools, as well as special education programs at BIA’s schools. The 
FY 2001 budget requests $1.7 billion for Indian education programs, including $50 niiliion for 
construction of public schools vvith high concentrations of Native American .sttidenus, as part of a 
$1.3 billion national initiative to improve public school facilities across the country. The House 
FY 2001 Labor. Health -and Human Services, and Education appropriation action frails to fund 
this important national initiative, as well as the Native American component. Senate action 
to-date also fails to fund this initiative.



06/23-2000 FRI 00:23 FAX ®005

Without Congressional funding commitments to Indian elementary and secondary education* 
Native American students will continue to suffer lower attendance, academic performance, and 
graduation rates. A strong and stable education early in life is extremely important for improving 
quality of life throughout Indian Country.

Economic Development. The Administration proposes multi-faceted commitments to economic 
development in Indian Country, through rural development opportunities, new small business 
programs, and expansion of technical assistance to individual Indians and Tribes. On some 
reservations, the average unemployment rate is over 70 percent, and about one-third of the 
nation's Native American households have incomes below the poverty line.

The Commerce Depanment’s New Markets and Native American initiatives include $54 million 
($49 million o\-er FY 2000), primarily for the Economic Development Adminislratiun (EDA) to 
support infrastructure, planning and public works projects on Indian reservations to ensure 
technology, business and economic development grov.ih. For the Small Business Administration 
(SBA), an additional $6 million is requested for tltree initiatives to improve economic 
development on Indian reservations: an Office of Native American Affairs, the Business LlNC 
network, and new Native American Small Business Development Centers. The House 
Committee’s FY 2001 Commerce, Justice, State, and Judiciary, and Related Agencies 
appropriation bill does not provide these additional funds for EDA or SBA.

Overall, at this point in the FY 2001 appropriation process, the Congress is failing to meet 
sufficiently the economic development needs of Indian Country in the proposed FY 2001 
appropriations for the DepLtrtments of Commerce, Agriculture, Health and Human Services, and 
other federal agencies. Business growth and financial stability are essential to achieving 
economic self-sufficiency on Indian reseivations.

Infrastructure and Other Baste Services. The Tran.sponation Department (DOT) requests 
S375 million (S125 million over FY 2000) to improve Indian reservation roads, bridges, highway 
safety, and other transportation services. The House bill provides $240 million for the Indian 
reservation road program ($109 million below the request). The Senate bill provides $274 
million for the Indian reservation road program ($75 million below the request). Indian 
reservations have a $4 billion backlog of road and bridge construction to improve public safety 
and to reduce the long commutes across many reservations. The House Interior bill denies BIA 
the additional S6 million requested to improve maintenance of Indian reservation roads.

The Department of Housing and Urban Development request includes $725 million ($32 million 
over FY 2000) for Tribes to create affordable rental and home ownership opponunities. The 
House bill pro^■ides no additional funding for these critical housing needs and fails to suppon the 
Indian Home ownership Intermediary and the Law Enforcement Housing initiatives. In addition, 
the BlA requests $32 million ($16 million over FY 2000) for repair or replacement of dilapidated 
homes to prevent family displacement. The House provides only $9 million and precludes BIA 
from replacing homes even though many Indian families do not qualify’ for federal insured home 
loans. We encourage the Congress to join the Administration in efforts to improve the standard 
of living on reservations.
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The Departmem ot Justice (DOJ) cites Native Americans as twice as likely to be victims of 
violent crimes as non-Nativc Americans. As part of the third year of the joint DOJ and BIA law 
enforcement initiative, the Budget requests $439 million ($100 million over FY 2000) to 
improve public safety on Indian reservations. The House bills, however, provide only a 
combined $247 million ($192 million below the request and $92 million below FY 2000). The 
House FY 2001 Commerce, Justice, State appropriations bill fails to fund several DOJ Indian 
Country programs that Congress funded in FY 2000, including COPS, detention facility 
construction. Tribal courts, and juvenile delinquency prevention. The bill also provides no 
funding for any of the new initiatives requested in FY 2001, including Drug Testing and 
Treatment, Civil and Criminal Legal Assistance, Tribal Youth Mental Health. .Alcohol and 
Substance Abuse, Sexual Assault Nurse Examiners, and Forensics Labs.

The Enviromtiental Protection Agency (EPA) requests $1S8 million for the development and 
implementation of environmental programs on Tribal lands, through grants and technical 
assistance to Tribes on hazardous and solid waste removal, leaking underground storage ranks, 
and water protection. While the House bill provides $175 million ($13 million below the 
request), it fails to authorize an increase of the Tribal share of the Clean Water State Revolving 
Fund appropriation to 1,5 percent, eliminate permanently the cap on Tribal non-point source 
grants, and authorize cooperative agreements with Tribes to assist EPA with environmental 
program implementation,

Tribal -Sell-Determination and Self-Governance. Finally, the Flouse Interior bill fails to fund 
the requested S45 million increase for IHS and BIA contract support and imposes another 
one-year moratorium on new or expanded contracts for those agencies funded in the bill. The 
Admmisiration urges the removal of this objectionable rider that will interfere vvith the 
long-standing policy of Tribal self-detennination and self-governance, and encourages 
restoration of funding for new or expanded contracts.

In the remaining weeks of the second session of the 106th Congress, the Administration seeks to 
work with Congressional leadership and appropriators to restore FY 2001 funding for 
high-priority Native American programs, delete unwaiTamed riders, and authorize the .several 
items requested in the Budget,



ENCLOSURE B
FY 2001 FEDERAL FUNDING FOR SELECTED MAJOR 
GOVERNMENT-WIDE NATIVE AMERICAN PROGRAMS*

(Budgal Aulhorily, in millions of dolla(s)
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Depailmenl of Health and Hjman Services
non-add, Indian Head Start...........................

Indian Health Service (Budgai Authority).
imn-MkI, Indiuii Hoallli Saivicn (fulul Piuijinin t.ovnl) I/.............
r\on-add, Confracl Support.............. ...............................................

Admin, on Nallve Americans - Commercial Code Initiallve . 
Administration on Aging ;..............................................................

Oeoartmenl of the Interior 
Bureau of Indian Affairs,.

non-at#d, Opsradon 0/Indian Profframs .......................
nort-add, School Operations .......... .... ....................
non^dd, T/iarapevlic Model ...................................
non-add; FACE .......................................................
rron-edd, TCCs .......................................................
rion-add, Road/Bfidge Ma/nlenar^ce .......................
non-add, Housjng improvemanj ..............................
non-add, Canfracf Supporf and ISO................... .....
non-add, LB^v Enforcemerrl Irr/lialive........................
non-add, Trusl Services .................... ......................

(N3ft-add, Scliool Conilruciipp, fteparr, Marn/enance ...
rron-add, Bonding Initlalivg ......................................

Office of Special Trustee and Lartd Consotidation

Department of Housing amt Urban Development
non-add, NafIvB Amerfcsn Housirtg Btocfi Granr...................

non-add, 7/da WLoan Gnarenlee ................................ .
non^add, Indian Homeomtership Intermediary Iniliative .

rton-sdd, Indian Commenity Oew/opmanl Block Gram........
non-sdd, WafjVs Amen'cen Business Access Center......
non-add, Trittal Colleges IniiltefrVe ....................................

non-add, Indian Housing Loan Ouranlee...............................

Deparlmsnl of Transportatlpn
ncwi-add, Indian ffeservalion Roads and Bridges . 
nan-add. Job Access............................................
non-add. Tribal Colleges Technical Assistance,
non-sdd, Cortslrvcthn SUTs freiiihg................
non-edd, Highway Sefal/Gran/s......................

Approps FY 1999 FY2000 FY2001 Latest*** House vs, Latest*** Senate vs.
Bills Actual Enact. Adi.*‘ Request House Request Senate Request

ILaboi.MHS^tO) 130 145 175 159 (171 175 0
^liiUidar) 2,240 2,391 2,620 2,443 (178) N/A (2,620)

f2.65U/ 12,11'MI I3,0f0j 11302] [■170] N/A (0)
204 229 269 229 (40) N/A (269)

(Labw^HH&EDl 35 35 44 35 (9) 40 (4)
lUUiK/HHSv'EDl 18 18 24 18 (5) 23 (0)

1im«rjar| 1,746 1,869 2,201 1,881 (320) N/A (2,201)
1,584 1,640 1,795 1,657 1133) N/A (1,795;

47B 467 507 472 (35) N/A (50V

- - a 0 (B) N/A (6)
6 6 12 e (7) N/A (12)

31 35 3B 36 (2) . N/A (39)
26 26 32 25 (6) N/A (32)
18 16 32 9 (23) N/A (32)

115 125 134 125 fs; N/A (134)
39 141 160 141 f19J N/A (160)
73 73 10B 96 f19) N/A (109)
60 133 300 120 (1B0) N/A (300)

- - 30 0 (30) N/A (30)
Unlarxi?) 44 95 95 07 (a) N/A (95)

693 693 725 693 (32) N/A (725)
620 620 650 620 (30) N/A (650)

ffi/ lei IS] fS] Ml N/A [S]

— ■ - ■

IS] 10] [Si N/A IS]
67 67 69 67 (2) N/A (69)

" — m [0] 12] N/A 12]

— - [51 [01 IS] N/A [S]
6 6 . B 6 0 N/A (S)

{TranyportaUonj 284 250 375 258 (117) 292 (83)
264 202 349 240 (109) 274 (75)

- - 5 0 (S) 0 (5)

- - 1 0 (V 0 (V
" - t 0 IV 0 (V
1 1 2 1 IV 1 IV
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ENCLOSURE B
FY 2001 FEDERAL FUNDING FOR SELECTED MAJOR 

GOVERNMENT-WIDE NATIVE AMERICAN PROGRAMS*
(BLdge< Aulhof-ly, in millions of dollars)

Oeparlmenl ol Educalion
Iiotiniiu, Scituol Rui\oi/atku\ In.lialiuo ......... .................................
non-add. Impact Aid - PuMc Schaol Ccnsifuction........................
non-add, Uativa American Teacher Corps.....................................
non-add, Saliva American Administrator Corps............................
non-add, Tribal CoSagie Capacity Bunding......................................

non-add, Inler-ageiKy Tribal Collegas Initiatives

Deoarlnierit of Commerce
non-add, Economic Devefopmenl Administration ............. ............ .

Small Business Administration
non-add, Native American Small Business Development Centers.
non-add, Tribal Business Information Centers................................
fjon-add, BusinessLINC...................................................................

Pepartmenl of the Treasury
Comm. Dev. Financial Insttiutlors ......................................

National Sdenca Foufidalion
Tribal College Initiative ....................................................................... .

Oeparlment ol Agriculture
non-add, fiurat Conimunltr Aduaiicmeril Program..............................
non-add. Tribal College Endowment, Interest, & Payments to 1994 Instil, 
non-add, ResarvalJon Agents.............................................. .....................

Pepartmenl ol Jesllce/Oepartmenl of Ihe Interior Law Enforcement Inltialive
non-add, DOJ Law Enforcement liiilialive ..............................................

non-add, DOt Law ErrforcBmenI Initiative..............................................

Environmental Protection Acencv
non-add, Genera/ Assistance Program.

Department of Enerov ITribal Energy ProoramI

Approps FY 1999 FY2000 FY 2001 Latest"* House vs. Latest*” Senate vs.
Bills Actual Enact. Adl,“ Reauesi House Reauest Senate Reauest

|Latiur/HhB;£0) 1,530 1,577 1,703 1.668 (35) 1,699 (4)

- 50 0 (5o; 0 (50)
5 5 5 19 14 19 14

- 10 to to 0 to 0

- 5 0 5 0
3 6 9 f2 3 10 1

43 57 67 56 m NfA (671

(C/JiSl 7 6 54 N/A (54) N/A (54)
3 3 49 N/A (49) N/A (49)

(G/^S) 0 0 6 0 (6) N/A (6)

- - 3 0 (3) N/A (01
0 0 2 0 m N/A (7)

1 0 (1) N/A U)

(VA«MJD) 0 0 5 5 0 N/A (5)

IVA'HUD) ■■ - 10 10 0 N/A (10)

|^CcjaiU>!LM 197 198 229 N/A (2,29) N/A (229)
'12 12 24 f2 (12> 24 0

9 10 14 13 14 0
2 2 5 2 (J) 3 . (0)

281 336 439 247 (192) NfA (439)
(OJ'S) fa? 135 279 f06 (173) N/A /279J

llnlfcfkirl 39 141 J60 141 (19) N/A (ISO)

IVWriLO) 159 170 lea 175 (13) N/A (1«B)

« 43 53 53 0 N/A (50)

5 A 5 N/A (5) N/A (5)
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CONFERENCE CALL ON NATIVE AMERICAN INITIATIVE BUDGET
July 12, 2000

Participants:
Lynn Cutler 
Mary Smith
Representatives from agencies

Today, you are having an Administration conference call to follow-up on our earlier 
conference call on the Native American Initiative budget. The important thing is to 
stress that we need to continue to work to get more funding for this Initiative. As you 
may recall, Jack Lew sent a letter to the Hill on June 23, 2000 to urge more funding for 
this initiative. Attached is an updated chart with the latest information on the status of 
funding.
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nr 2001 FEDERAL FUNDING FOR SELECTED MAJOR 

GOVERNMENT-WIDE NATIVE AMERICAN PROGRAMS*
(Budge! Aoltiority, in millions of dollars)
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Departmenl of Heallti and Human S&rvicfes
IndmnHead Start...................... ........ ..............................................

Indian HeaMh Service (Budget Authority)........ ..........................
Indian Heatth Service (Total Progrem Level) 1/............................
Contract Support........................ ....... ....... ......................................

Admin, on Native Americans - Commercial Code Initiative .
Adntinistration on Aging......................................... .....................

DopartfTiBnt of tho Intfirior
Bureau of Indian Af^irs..................................................................

PperaSoo of Indian Programs .......................................................
Sctjool Operations ...... ................................... ............... ..........
r/iBrap9ufic Model.......................... ............................. ............
FACE ..........................................................................................
Trfdal Cofleges Operatfoo................................ .......... ..............
/foedBriiJgie iMainferrarrcie ........................................................
Housing iniprovemerTl ...............................................................
Corjiracf Support arrd ISO........................................... ..............
LawErrfcTOeriTBnfin/ffaftve........................................ ................

Trvsl Services ...........................................................................
Sclrooi Couisfructfon. Repair, Mairtlenance ..................................

flooding Inrfiatw ............... .......................................................
Office of Special Trustee and Land Consolidation................

Department of Housing and Urban nevefopment
Native Amertcan Hcwrsmg Block Grant..........................................

770b VI Loan Guarantee ........................................................... .
Indian Homeownersltip Intennadiary InflfaOwe ........................

Indian Communiiy Devaiapmenf Bfticlr Grarrf...............................
WativB Ameircan Business Access Cerrfer ..............................
Trkral Colfeges /n/OaOve ............................................................

Irxfran Housing Loan Gurantee......................................................

Indian Reservation Roads and Bridges.........................................
Job Access.......................................................................................
rnfral Colfeges Technteaf Assrstence............................................
ConstrucOorf SWBs Training....................... .....................................
Higimay Salety Grants................................. ..................................

Approps FY 1999 FY20IH) FY2001 Latest"* House vs Latest*" Senate vs.
aiUi Actual Enact. Adi." Reauest House Reauesl Senate Request

(LatonHH&/^D) 130 147 175 158 ff7) 175 0
IlnterkK) 2,240 2,391 2,620 2,443 (178) 2,534 (87)

12,650] [2,630] /3,060i [2.832] [-173] [2.973] (-9V
204 229 269 229 (40) 244 (25)

(LabcrfWS/ED) 95 35 44 35 (9) 40 H)
(LaborftfrSfED) 16 18 24 18 (5) 23 |0)

(UileraO 1,746 1,869 2,201 1,881 (320) 2,088 (113)
1,584 1,640 1.7H5 1,657 f13SJ 1,707 (w;

478 467 507 472 (35) 479 (28)

- - e 0 (6) 0 («)
6 6 12 6 (7) 6 (6)

31 35 38 36 (2) 38 m
26 26 32 26 (5} 27 (S)
16 16 32 9 (23} 16 (IS)

115 125 134 125 19} 130 (4)
99 141 160 141 (19) 152 (t)
73 73 108 36 (79) 65 {23}
60 133 300 120 (180) 277 (23)

~ - 30 0 (30) 0 (36)
(Weftor) 44 95 95 87 (8) 93 (2)

(VA^HLIDJ 693 693 725 693 (32) WA (725)
620 820 650 620 (30) N/A f650J

(SJ [6] [S] [5] 1^1} WA (^
— — 15] [0] (-5) N/A (5?

67 67 69 67 (2] N/A (69}
— — m [0] f-21 N/A [2i

— [51 [0] r-51 N/A W
8 5 6 6 0 N/A (6)

(Transpcrlabon) 284 250 375 258 (117) 292 (83)
264 232 349 240 (109) 274 (TSj

- - 5 0 (5) 0 (51

- - 1 0 (7) 0 (1)

- - 1 0 (7) 0 (11
1 1 2 1 (1} 1 (1)
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PRELI I NARY
FY 2001 FEDERAL FUNDING FOR SELECTED MAJOR 
GOVERNMENT-¥nDE NATIVE AMERICAN PROGRAMS*

[Budget Authority, in miliions of declare)

CO
C3

(AJ
r-H

rtepnrtmefit of Edur^flti*^0
■ Sc/ioof RefKvsticM Initiatfve ... ............................. ........................
l/npacl Aid - PuMc Sefrooi Cemsirveiron...................................... ..
Native Afnetican Teacher Corps............................................. ........
Native Arna/ican Administrator Corps............................... ..............
rribai Cotfege Capaerfy BuMing................. ..................................

irr/er-agerrey Tnbal Coltsges fnHialives ............................................

Dfiparlmfint of Commerce
Economfc Oewefopmenf AdrTiihrsfrBfron ....... ................................... .

iVatfva Airartcan Sma« Busrrwss DevetoprTrent Cerrters.....................
Tnpaf Business Information Canters........... ................... ........ .....
BusT/iossLyNC.................................................................... ....... ..

Department nf Ihe Treasury
Comm. Dev. Financial Institutions ............................................

National Srienne Foundalfon
Tribal College Initiative ................................................. .............

Department of Agricuilure
Rural Community Advarement Program....................... ....................
Triliai Coftegas Bictoiirmenf, /rrJeiesf, A Paymerifs to 1994 Insdt..........
Peservafion /tgeote....... ................................................................

Department of Jciiitinerr^Rpartment ol the Interior Law Fnforpement Inilfalive
DOJ, Law Enfercemenf................................................................

DOT Law Enforcement...................................................................

EdVirofimentai Protection Agency
GenerB/AssistancG Program...........................................................

Department pf piergy (Tribai Erieryy Program)

Approps FY1999 FY 2000 FY2001 Latest*** House vs. Latest*** Senate vs.
Bills Actual Enact. Adi.** Reouesl Mouse Reouesl Senate Reouesl

(Uborfflh&tD) 1,530 1,627 1,708 1,688 (10} 1,744 33

- 50 0 [50j 0 IS))
5 5 5 0 (S) 0 [5)

- to 10 10 0 10 0

- - 5 0 (5) 5 0
3 e 9 12 3 fO 1

43 57 67 61 f6) 62 (5)

(CVJiS) 7 20 56 17 (39) N/A (51)
3 17 48 f5 (34j N/A [49;

(Cr^) 0 0 8 0 (6) N/A («)
- ■ -

3 0 [3; N/A (V
0 0 2 0 <2) N/A (V

1 0 (1) N/A (V

{VArWUO) 0 0 S 5 0 N/A (!)

(VAyHUD}

— - 10 10 0 N/A (10)

[Aorioitm) 197 198 229 N/A (229) N/A (229)
T2 12 24 12 (12) 24 0

9 10 14 13 (V 14 0
2 2 5 2 (3) 3 (3)

2B1 336 439 247 (192) N/A (287)
(Cicjffil 1S2 f95 279 T06 [173) N/A [279;

(kiterior) 9S 141 160 141 (19) 152 16/

(VAJWUD) 159 170 188 175 (13) N/A (188)
43 43 53 53 0 N/A [53;

{EiiHBjtAVato) 5 4 5 2 (3) N/A (5)
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FOOTNOTES:
'Table irtdudes Hinding for programs specific to Native Ameiicans and set-asides lor Native Americans wittiin iarger programs.
"The FY 2000 Enacted Adjusted coiumn does not include one time expenses that would skew comparisons with other fiscai years' funding leveis.
“'The FV 2001 Congressionai decisions, in many cases, are based on information availabie as of 06t30/00. Many programs are formula-driven: the level provided is an estimate and may change. 

V indudes budget authority pius oollections from Medicare. Medicaid, private insuranoe, quarters, and $30 miilion from HCFA fora Special Diabetes Initiative.

N/A - Not avaiiable; funding ievets being determined or no Congressional action to-date.
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Michael Anderson

05/12700 03;24 PM
To: Michael Anderson/DC/BIA/DOl,

Subject; Pequot/Paucatuck

The BIA has issued proposed findings to acknowledge the Eastern Pequot and Paucatuck Eastern 
Pequot petitioning groups as Indian tribes under federal law. The proposed findings are now 
subject to public comment pursuant to 25 C.F.R. Sec. 83.10(i). The Connecticut towns of 
Ledyard, Norji Sionington and Preston, through their attorneys, Perkins, Cole have written to 
Secretary Babbitt and raised a number of alleged Administrative Procedure Act violations in the 
proposed findings and have asked that the decision-maker in this case (Assistant Secretarv Kevin 
Gover) be recused. The arguments of the Perkins. Coie firm are contained in the attached letter.

The BIA and the Assistant Secretary carefully considered all of the evidence before them prior to 
issuing the proposed finding. Since this finding is a proposed finding, the towns will have the 
opportunity over the next 180 days to comment. The Assistant Secretary consulted the Office of 
the Solicitor on whether he should recuse himself from the Pequot/Paucutck matters and was
Jrlrfh Solicitor will review the latest submission
from the Connecticut towns, although It is not expected to result in any recusal of the Assistant 
Secretary.

Assistant Secretary Gover was interviewed today by Eileen McNamara of'The Day" newspaper 
and provided his views on the proposed finding and the need for public comment Since the

is m the public comment period, the Department of Interior recommends against 
any White House meetings with the petitioning groups or the towns on this subject matter. Any 
moetinp without the requisite BIA historians, genealogists and researchers would likely lead to 
confusion with the public and create problems with the administrative record. ^

Proposed recognitions sometime lead to opposition from neighboring communities and nearby 
tribes but the final determination of recognition must be based on satisfactory evidence The BIA 
has not had a decision to recognize a tribe overturned by a court and generally courts give wide 
defererice to executive branch expertise in this matter. The courts also give great deference to
InSi .h legislation. It Is expected that the towns will raise
allegations that the Mashantucket Pequot tribe was erroneously recognized by Congress due to
the publicabon of a book entitled "Without Reservation: The Making of America's Most Powerful 
Indian Tribe and Foxwoods, the World’s Largest Casino." The Department sees no valid
Peouot trihrilTiiR?"® Congress and the President to recognize the Mashantucket
Pequot tribe in 1983 nor is it likely or desirable that Congress terminate the tribe based on
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•Wa NEWS
U S- DEPARTMEIMT- or the interior

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

March 24, 2000
CONTACT: Ncdra Darling 

202-208-3710

PROPOSED FINDING ON THE RECOGNITION OF THE 
EASTERN PEQUOT AND PAUCATUCK EASTERN PEQUOT

The Assistant Secretaiy-Indiaii Aflairs. Kevin Gover. today issued two proposed positive findings 
coiicemmg petitions for Federal acknowledgment ftom the Eastern Pequot Indians and the Paucaiuck 
Eastern Pequot Indians, both groups are headquartered in North Stooinglon, Connecticut

seven criteria for Federal acknowledgment under the federal regulations 
(25 CFR Part 83) The positive proposed finding states that both petitioners are, singly and together, 
the continuation of a historically state-recognized tribe whose relationship with the State of 
Connecticut goes back to the early 1600's.

• The historical Ea^em Pequot tribe has maintained a continuous historical govemment-tO' 
government relationship with the State of Connecticut since colonial times:

• The historical Eastern Pequot tribe had a slate reservation established in colonial times, and 
has retained its land area to the present;

• The historical Eastern Pequot tribe had members enumerated specifically as tribal members on 
he Federal Census, Special Indian Population Schedules, for 1900 and 1910.

Tile modem conflicts between the two have focused on their relationship with the State of 
Connecticut. The Eastern Pequot Indians of Cormeclicut have taken the position that there is only one 
tribe, but the Paucaiuck Eastern Pequot Indians of Connecticut have taken the position that the 
Mcestors of the other petitioner were not of Eastern Pequot ancestry and were never part of the tribe. 
The Department found that there was not sufficient information in the record to determine that there 
IS only one tribe with two political factions.

The proposed positive findings for both petitioners do not prevent the Department, in the final 
determination stage, from recognizing a combined entity, or both petitioners, or either one of the 
current petitioners but not the other, or neither of the current petitioners, depending upon the 
evidence developed during the comment periods.

These are proposed findirigs based on available evidence. The next stage is a 180-day comment 
period during which petitioners and third parties may submit additional evidence and analysis In 
addition to evidence and argument on the proposed findings in general, petitioners and interested 
parties, and informed parties may submit comments as to the Secreta^'s authority, under the 
circum-stances of recent separation of the two petitioners, to acknowledge two tribes or only one tribe

http://www.doi.gov/bia/news/pequnthfm 5/12/00
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which encompasses them both as the continuation of the historic tribe. At the end of the 180 days, 
each petitioner will have 60 days in which to respond to comments from the other petitioner and third 
parties. The final determination will be based on both the new evidence submitted in response to the 
proposed finding and tlie original evidence used in formulating the proposed finding.

BIA-2-

http://www.doi. gov/bia/news/pcquot.htm 5/12/00
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INDIAN PUEBLO
ESPANOLA, NEW MEXICO 

87532

OFFICE OF GOVERNOR

June 27, 2000

Ms. Lynn Cutler
Deputy Assistant lo the President &. Sr. Advisor 
to the Chief of Staff for Indian Affairs &, Special Projects 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20510

RE; Cerro Grande Fire — Emergency Appropriation 

Dear Ms. Cutler:

Myself and other representatives of Santa Clara Pueblo met with you in late May to 
discuss the catastrophic damage suffered by the Pueblo in the Cerro Grande Fire, and our 
need for emergency assistance. It now appears that Congress is prepared to pass an 
emergency appropriation that would include money for Santa Clara and San lldefonso, 
but despite the cl^ docunimtation of our needs, and the support of our congressional 
delegation for a sutetantial appropriation to begin to meet those needs, the Office of 
Management & Budget has teen waging a vigorous, ahd stemingly successful, campaign 
to keep the amount earmark^ for the tribes to well below the minimum, we need right 
away. I am therefore Writing to ask that your office step in and do what you can to 
prevent a second catastrophe being wreaked on the Pueblos.

In early June, the Bureau of Indian Affairs contracted with the Center for Applied 
Research in Denver to conduct an assessment of the losses suffered by the Pueblos as a 
result of the fire. The study concluded that Santa Clara has short-term losses totaling 
more than 543 million, plus others that cannot be evaluated at this time. More than half 
of that, about $24 million, was for immediate damage repair and remediation. We 
understand that the report prepared concerning the Pueblo of San lldefonso, while 
showing considerably less loss than Santa Clara’s, nonetheless came up with a significant 
figure. In the face of that report, 0MB initially recommended a figure of $1.6 million, 
total, for both Pueblos, for the emergency appropriation bill. (At the same time, we are 
told that 0MB was willing to go with a figure of $450 million for DOF, and LANL). 
OMB felt that any other Pueblo losses should be dedt with in the claims process to be 
created as part of the emergency legislation. Senator Domenici rejected the OMB

S



position, however, and concluded that the sum of $25 miUion (of which about $20 
million was to go to Santa Clara) would be a fair amount for the two Pueblos, a figure 
that we fully agreed with and supported.

Now, OMB has apparently come back with a figure of $8,982 million, and has been 
working overtime persuade Congress to stick with that number, even while it supports a 
mammoth appropriation for DOE. (The amount proposed to cover LANL's losses is 
extremely ironic, since Lab spokesmen throughout the fire kept insisting that the Lab has 
not suffered any major damage.) We understand that OMB may now have persuaded 
enough members involved b the process of puttbg the emergency appropriation together 
to accept the $8,982 million figure, and that it is close to bemg finalized.

We are of course extremely disappobted at this development. While we understand that 
the direct appropriation is intended only to cover items as to which immediate assistance 
is needed to avoid even greater losses down the road, we believe OMB has clearly 
shortchanged the tribes, especially Santa Clara, b arrivbg at this number. Two specific 
pobts will illustrate this:

First, OMB adopted the BAER (“Burned Area Emergency Rehabilitation") report’s 
figure of $1.64 million for reforestation. Santa Clara lost 6900 acres of forest, and San 
Ildefonso lost about 500 acres. We have no idea how the BAER team arrived at its 
figure, but we are quite sure that $220/acre is not gobg to cover even the most mbimal 
level of reforestation. The CAR report, after a careful examination of this issue (and of 
the BAER report) arrived at a total figure of $6,315 million for reforestation (of which 
just over $6 million would be needed at Santa Clara). This money is vitally needed, to 
enable us to bebg repairbg this damage as quickly as reasonably possible. Delay due to 
lack of adequate funds will undoubtedly compound our losses. We urge that the full 
amount determined by CAR for reforestation be included b the emergency appropriation, 
increasbg the total by $4,675 million.

Second, the CAR report identified the need for $850,000 for road repairs at Santa Clara. 
This money is urgently needed, to enable us to do the other necessary remediation. OMB 
reasonbg for leaving it out was its belief that the money should be available from some 
other source, but this is unlikely and illogical. We are not aware of any other available 
surr\s of that magnitude that could be tapped for that purpose, but even if they existed 
they should not have to be drawn on to cover the extraordinary damages caused by this 
fire. The fire season is not over here, and regularly programmed fire funds will still be 
needed for losses caused by future fires. Especially given the unusual origin of the Cerro 
Grande fire, Congress should be wUlbg to deal specially with the losses it caused, and 
not require resort to normal appropriations.

Those two items along would warrant bereasing OMB’s number by $5,525 million, to 
just over $14.5 million. We strongly feel that the number of $25 million for the two 
Pueblos, originally approved by Sen. Domenici, much more fairly approximates the 
magnitude of the Pueblo’s needs, relative to the amount being appropriated for DOE and



LANL, but even if OMB’s minimalist approach carries the day, its number should be 
increased as described about to reach the threshold of reasonableness.

I would therefore ask that you do whatever you can to rein in OMB, and allow Congress 
to treat the Pueblos fairly. Our land has been devastated by this fire, and we should not 
be subjected to pennypinching when it comes to paying for emergency remediation 
needs.

Sincerely,

Denny Gutierrez, Governor 
Santa Clara Pueblo
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Lynn G. Cutler 
06/20/2000 12:12:56 PM /

7
Record Type: Record

To:

cc:

Maria Echaveste/WHO/EOP@EOP, John Podesta/WHO/EOP@EOP

Mark D. MaganaMHO/EOP@EOP, Michele Ballantyne/WHO/EOP@EOP, Irene Bueno/WHO/EOP@EOP
Subject: Washoe Tribe Lake Access bill

Finally--we have a proposal on the table that the tribe wants and that we can support. 
-------------------------Forwarded by Lynn G. Cutler/WHO/EOP on 06/20/2000 12:11 PM ■

■7

I
06/19/2000 04:51:06 PM

Record Type: Record

To:

cc:

Lynn G. Cutler/WHO/EOP@EOP, Stuart R. Kasdin/OMB/EOP@EOP

Subject: Washoe Tribe Lake Access bill

Reid dropped the conveyance bill today.
- Forwarded by Julie M. Anderson/WHO/EOP on 06/19/2000 04:48 PM ■

Sally_Hampton@reid.senate.gov (Sally Hampton)
06/19/2000 07:40:53 PM

Record Type: Record

To: Julie M. Anderson/WHO/EOP

cc: Kai_Anderson@reid.senate.gov (Kai Anderson)
Subject: Washoe Tribe Lake Access biil

Julie, I introduced this today.
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106th congress 
2d Session s.
IN TliE SENATE OP THE UNITED STATES

Mr. Reid introduced the followng bill; which was read twice and referred to 
the Committee on 

A BILL
To direct the Secretary of Agriculture to convey certain 

land in the Lake Tahoe Basin Management Unit, Ne­
vada, to the Secretary of the Interior, in trust for the 

Washoe Indian Tribe of Nevada and California.

1 Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Representa-

2 tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled,

3 SECTION 1. WASHOE TRIBE LAND CONVEYANCE.

4 (a) Findings.—Congress finds that—

5 (1) the ancestral homeland of the Washoe Tribe

6 of Nevada and California (referred to in this section

7 as the “Tribe”) included an area of approximately

8 5,000 square miles in and around Lake Tahoe, Cali-

June 14. 2000



O:\END\END00.382 S.L.C.

1 fornia and Nevada, and Lake Tahoe was the heart

2 of the territory;

3 (2) in 1997, Federal, State, and local govern-

4 ments, together with many private landholders, rec-

5 ognized the Washoe people as indigenous people of

6 Lake Tahoe Basin through a series of meetings con-

7 vened by those governments at 2 locations in Lake

8 Tahoe;

9 (3) the meetings were held to address protec-

10 tion of the extraordinary natural, recreational, and

11 ecological resources in the Lake Tahoe region;

12 (4) the resulting multiagency agreement in-

13 eludes objectives that support the traditional and

14 customary uses of Forest Sendee land by the Tribe;

15 and

16 (5) those objectives include the provision of ac-

17 cess by members of the Tribe to the shore of Lake

18 Tahoe in order to reestablish traditional and cus-

19 tomary cultural practices.

20 (b) Purposes.—The purposes of this Act are—

21 (1) to implement the joint local. State, tribal,

22 and Federal objective of returning the Tribe to Lake

23 Tahoe; and

24 (2) to ensure that members of the Tribe have

25 the opportunity to engage in traditional and cus-

June 14, 2000
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1 tomary cultural practices on the shore of Lake

2 Tahoe to meet the needs of spiritual renewal, land

3 stewardship, Washoe horticulture and ethnobotony,

4 subsistence gathering, traditional learning, and re-

5 unification of tribal and family bonds.

6 (c) Conveyance.—Subject to valid existing rights

7 and subject to the easement reserved under subsection (d),

8 the Secretary of Agriculture shall convey to the Secretary

9 of the Interior, in trust for the Tribe, for no consideration,

10 all right, title, and interest in the parcel of land com-

11 prising approximately 24.3 acres, located within the Lake

12 Tahoe Basin Management Unit north of Sloink Harbor,

13 Nevada, and more particularly described as Mount Diablo

14 Meridian, T15N, RISE, section 27, lot 3.

15 (d) Easement.—

16 (1) In general.—The conveyance under sub-

17 section (c) shall be made subject to reservation to

18 the United States of a nonexclusive easement for

19 public and administrative access over Forest Devel-

20 opment Road #15N67 to National Forest System

21 land.

22 (2) Access by individuals with disabil-

23 ITIES.—The Secretary shall prowde a reciprocal

24 easement to the Tribe permitting vehicular access to

June 14, 2000
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1

2
3
4

5

6

7
8 

9
10
11

12
13

14
15
16
17
18
19
20 

21 

22

23
24

25

the parcel over Forest Development Road #15N67 

to—

(A) members of the Tribe for administra­

tive and safety purposes; and

(B) members of the Tribe who, due to age, 

infirmity, or disability, w'ould have difficulty ac­

cessing the conveyed parcel on foot.

(e) Use op Land.—

(1) In general.—In using the parcel conveyed 

under subsection (c), the Tribe and members of the 

Tribe—

(A) shall limit the use of the parcel to tra­

ditional and customaiy uses and stewardship 

conservation of the Tribe and not permit any 

commercial use (including commercial develop­

ment, residential development, gaming, sale of 

timber, or mineral extraction); and

(B) shall comply with environmental re­

quirements that are no less protective than en­

vironmental requirements that apply under the 

Regional Plan of the Tahoe Regional Planning 

Agency.

(2) Reveksion.—If the Secretary of the Inte­

rior, after notice to the Tribe and an opportunity for- 

a hearing, based on monitoring of use of the parcel

June 14, 2000
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1 by the Tribe, makes a finding that the Tribe has

2 used or permitted the use of the parcel in violation

3 of paragraph (1) and the Tribe fails to take correc-

4 tive or remedial action directed b}^ the Secretary of

5 the Interior, title to the parcel shall revert to the

6 Secretary of Agriculture.

June 14, 2000
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Native American Funding

Action Items:

Need to ensure that Native Americans are mentioned in statements regarding school 
construction. Mary to make sure that Sperling is aware of this. Adrienne to tell Barbara 
Chow.

Native American letter on all funding issues. 0MB to draft letter probably for Podesta 
signature. Need to call Domenici and Inoye prior to sending letter.

Department of Commerce programs - Lynn to call David Lane. Martha to determine 
whether there are supporters on the committee.

SB A programs - Martha to snoop to see if Hastert could be helpful here. Lynn to call 
Fred Hochberg.

Department of Justice - Mary to talk to Bruce about adding language to statements on 
COPS

EPA - Possible Walsh problem regarding inclusion of some necessary language on 
grants. (Action item?)

Conversations with Conrad and Dorgan - Sylvia to discuss with Senators. ^ c~^'/ (

Funding chart to Steve Cortese (who is going to send? Kieffer?) ——
(^tvO

HUD and Transportation funding - Both departments have active staff working to get the 
funding (Jackie Johnson in HUD and Jack Basso in Transportation).

Conference in Alaskax- Call to Cortese prior to conference (Kieffer/Gore?). Roll-out 
with other members.
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Talking Points

FY 2001 Native American Program Initiatives

■ In tins time of historic prosperity for our country, American Indian and Alaska Native communities 
continue to suflfer from long-term economic deterioration and substantial poverty. The poverty rate in 
Native communities is two-and-a-half times the national average, unemployment is over eight times 
higher than the national average and the median family income is less than two-thirds the national 
average, and less than half of Indian homes have telephones.

■ The President’s $54 million request is focuses on bringing prosperity to all Americans by using 21** 
century tools: additional resources to attract private investment to Native communities and increased 
services to expand Native owned businesses into the global economy.

FY 2001 Native American Economic Development Program Tfiitiative - Capacity RuilHtnp
■ One of the most evident reasons for the persistent state of distress in Native American communities is 

the lack of access to capital for financing economic development programs on reservations and Alaska 
Native villages. The President’s has requested $49 million specificaUy as capital that will serve as the 
seed money to build the kind of public-private partnerships that will bring long-term, diversified 
economic growth to Native communities.

■ The requested resources will be used to fund capacity building, including revolving loan fimds, and 
infrastructure projects that are needed to enable Native Americans to attract business to American 
Indian reservations and Alaskan Native communities, and to take full advantage of the Indian 
Investment and Employment Tax Incentives Plan enacted in 1994 as a package of tax credits.

FY 2001 Native American Economic Development Program Initiative - International Traria and Tourism
• Access to global markets has enabled U.S. companies to expand their businesses and strengthen their 

local economies. With the President’s $5 million request, Native-owned firms can build their 
exporting capacity through training, ongoing consultation and support, and participation in trade events 
- tools that can help these firms meet the European market’s high demand for Native American 
products.

The House bill hurts the efibrts of Native Americans to attract business to their cornmnnitjes bv severely
reducing funds necessary to build strong and diversified tribal economies:

■ Presently, funding for planning grants is at its lowest level since 1978. In addition, the average 
Indian planning grant award has been at a stagnant level for over 10 years at $42,000, compared to 
today’s average $54,000 grant awarded to a non-Native communities. 1970’s funding cannot solve 21“* 
century challenges, and without additional mvestments. Native communities will be left only as 
observers of the Digital Economy - not participants.

■ Our request for additional infrastructure investments provides the kind of seed capital for private 
investments that could generate $31.2 million in total capital mvestments. Without it, the House 
prevents Native communities from developing the backbone of business and infrastructure development 
that ensures their place in the new economy.

■ Independent estimates show that the reduction in investments will result in the loss of over 12,000 jobs 
for residents of Native communities, $5.3 million in Revolving Loan Funds, and $113 million in 
private sector investments.
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' purpose of die Native American Economic Development Program Initiative is to fund capacity
luilding, including planning and technical assistance, revolving loan funds and capital access, and 
infrastructure projects that are needed to enable American Indian tribes and Alaskan Native Villages (Native 
Communities) be more effective and competitive in the economic development and livability of their 
reservations and communities. This initiative will allow EDA to more adequately support sustainable 
economic development programs in Native Communities.

Budget: $49,200,000 ($5.2 million for Planning and Teclmical Assistance, $39 million for Public Works and 
$5 million for Economic Adjustment).

Implementation: Priority will be given to projects that promote the Administration's "New Markets" 
imtiative by funding new capacity building programs and projects that support the growth of native-owned 
businesses in Native Communities; strengthen the economic infrastructure of Native Communities, including 
the deployment and enhancement of technology infrastructure; support sustainable economic development 
opportunities in Native Communities, including the development of natural resource-based economies; and 
support worltibrce development programs, including skill-training and distance learning facilities.

EDA will fund tribally identified projects that:

^ assist in developing and building local capacity;
^ satisfy a pressing need;
> offer the best opportunity to stimulate sustainable economic development programs;

>
provide permanent employment opportunities for native residents; and, 
increase the productive capacity of Native Communities.

The Native American Economic Development Program Initiative is important because it will;

> help remove barriers to economic development in Native Communities and provide badly needed 
investments for physical infrastructure, planning assistance and workforce development as revealed by 
the study conducted by New Mexico State University College of Engineering and documented in its 
recent report entitled. Assessment of Technology Infrastructure in Native Communities."

> help close the technology gap, both the physical in terms of infrastructure and the informational in 
terms of access to learning and knowledge, that exists in Native Communities;

> help support the growth of existing, and the attraction of new businesses to Native Communities, 
which aie urgently needed to help abate ofF-reservation spending by native residents;



help produce trained and knowledge-based Native workers for botli community-based and nearby ofF- 
reservation businesses; ^

help Native Communities take full advantage of the Indian Investment and Employment Tax 
Incentives Plan that was enacted in 199^ as a package of tax credits (similar to those available to 
Empowerment Zones and Enterprise Communities);

support the atti'action of outside private investment capital and the location of commercial business 
operations in Native Communities; and,

allow EDA to accommodate the special needs and considerations associated with doing business on 
federal trust lands and providing financing for businesses located on trust or tribally-owned lands.



. based in terms of programs, and under-representation of mi­
norities in these programs is severe, long-standing, and 
well-documented. According to the Census Bureau, Blacks 
and Hispanics comprise some 12.8 percent and 11.6 percent 
of the population, respectively. However, according to the Na­
tional Science Foundation, they account for only 2 percent of 
the scientific workforce. MSIs are the only realistic way to 
increase minority representation in these fields because most 
of the “best and the brightest" minority students matriculate at 
MSIs. The statistics bear this out. For example. 40% of 
African-American students receive undergraduate degrees at 
HBCUs. But 85% of black physicians, 80% of black Federal 
judges, 75% of black lawyers, 75% of black military officers, 
and 75% of black Americans who hold doctoral degrees all 
received undergraduate degrees at HBCUs.

This is also a problem for the economy at large and requires a 
visible and substantial response. But. there are no simple or 
quick solutions; we must invest in a sustained and strategic 
way. MSIs serve minority students very well. MSIs graduate 
half of the minorities going into science or engineering. Any 
reasotiabie strategy to increase minority graduates in science 
or engineering must include a central role for MSIs. With these 
conclusions in mind, we must face the reality that few MSIs 
today have the capacity to offer state-of-the-art science and 
engineering studies, particularly at the graduate degree level.

B In.NO^A, we are proposing to create three CooperatiyeSch 
ence Centers in oceanic. atmospheric..and-envirenmental 
to form true partnerships with MSIs to strengthen their abilitv 
to^arfci^te in federal grant and contract research in a com- 
petfti^wa^n aaditlon, N'OAA will establish a Junior area 
sch'olarship/fellowship program to support training and even- 
tual employment of MSI students and to implement a graduate 
scientist program to bring graduates into NOAA. One of the 
most novel components of NOAA's MSI effort is the Environ- 
niental inic^ipneuis.hip.frogram. This component will allow 
NOAA to build the capacity for minority individuals as well as 
minority-owned businesses to participate in contract work in
^vironmCTt^proLertsjs^h as naturai7i^7ces restoration.

6 .NISTalso would invest in MSI partnerships using the Center of 
^cellence model to improve access to state-of-the-art facili- 
ties and to create opportunities for minorities to produce tech­
nical publications and patents. Through the Commerce Stu­
dent Fellowship Program and the NIST/NRC Postdoctoral 
Assodateship Program, NIST will also offer an additional ^7 Fel- 
lowghjp^SXeLfiyej^ears to uji^rgradu^, graduate, doctoral 
^d post-doctoral students. RnallV^ NIST wiil establish a col­
laborative metrology training center in at least one MSI and will 
develop two new NIST metrology training courses.

4
Promoting Native American Economic Development—While 
the country continues to thrive during one of the longest and 
strongest economic expansions in its history. Native Ameri­
cans are one segment of the Nation's popuiation that has been

Cb

consistently left behind. This $54 million program will promo: 
self-suffident economic development activities like tourism an 
will provide the capital to encourage more collaboration bt 
tween the Native communities and adjacent non-native juri.' 
dictions on economic development matters central to both corr 
munrties.

Among the most distressed in the country. Native America 
communities suffer from a poverty rate twice the national aver 
age, unemployment rates eight times higher than the nationr. 
average, and a median income less than two-thirds the na 
tional average. On July 7. 1999, President Clinton demon 
strated his concern about this situation by visiting the Pint 
Ridge Reservation, home of the Oglala Sioux nation. This was 
the first visit by a sitting American President to a reservatior 
since Franklin Roosevelt.

In keeping with the Administration’s "New Markets" initiative 
the Department of Commerce's Economic Development Ad 
ministration (Ep^will concentrate $49 mijlion on the provisior 
of both b^ic and advanced infrastructure ne^s. EDA will give 
priority to projects that emphasi2e the atoaction of outside 
capital to, and the location of basic commercial business op­
erations in. Native American communities. In addition 
workforce development, including distance learning facilities 
will be given high priority. Such facilities are urgently needec 
for the attraction of new businesses to these communities as 
well as for producing trained and knowledge-based Native 
American employees for nearby privately-owned, off-reservation 

/businesses.

The FY 2001 request also includes $5 million for ITa to use in 
thefi^wing ways. First, under the Departrriehf s Globaj Di- 

engage in a rigorous outreach progr^ 
to Identify Native-American owned firms with core attributes for 
successful international sales (management skills, sound prod­
ucts, and internal resources), and to help provide them with 
sufficient capability to become successful exporters. Native 
American businesses are a constituency which traditionally 
under-participates in the American economy, and this sector 
has not prospered as much as the American economy as a 
whole. Second, the Native American culture and products have 
a continued fascination within the mainstream culture in this 
country, and certainly in many foreign nations. Increasing the 
amount of touri^ which focuses on Native American culture 
and products will bring needed jobs and income into Native 
American communities, which are among the most economi­
cally depressed in the Nation,

Promoting Lower Mississippi Delta Region Economic Develop- 
ment -Commerce requests $lo million to join a multi-agency 
effort that underscores the Administration's commitment to re- 
vitaiize this area of the country. As a result of the longest 
peacetime economic expansion in American history, some 
areas of the delta region have improved, but much work re­
mains to be done. As part of this Federal effort. Commerce 
will work to revitalize local economies by financing public works

FY2001 Budget In Brief
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Eyes on 

Delta
By JAb^O. POWELL 

The Clinton adminlttration has 
making a ciimaetic ettort to 

focus national attention and ener­
gy upon the Mississippi Delta, the 
storied region in which the great­
est of American rivers reaches 
down through seven states to the 
Gulf at New Orleans. No part of 
the country has had a more ro­

de history or a more worri­
some experience in fiilfiUing its 
promise.

Right now. in Washington, the 
key question is whether the Re- 
publiun Congress will pass the 
bill to set up a Delta Regional 
Commission as proposed, by Sen. 
Blanche Lincoln and Congress­
man Marlon Berry of Arkansas.

In May the administration 
staged the first national confer­
ence on the Delta, bringing to­
gether in Arlington, Va., just out­
side Washingnui. nearly a ifaou- 

d people who have been work­
ing to develop the region that has 

famous so long for both its 
comparative poverty and the 
richness of its resources. Presi- 

: Clinton and Vice President 
Gore led an array of government 
figures and eamena from the pri­
vate sector In two days of dis­
course and dialogue on how to 
keep the good work going and 
how to capture the Delta's oppor- 
tuniaes.

Governors, senators and con­
gressmen joined Seinetaty Glick- 
man of the Agriculture Depart- 

: and ocher Cabinet members 
and leaders of business and fi- 
I ice in the presentations. The 
assemblage was as bipartisan as 
the administration could make it. 
in reaching out to twih parties for 
help.

This is the last of Clinton’s eight 
rs. and he is anxious to ad­

vance an enterprise that has had 
high priority with him since he 
was governor of Arkansas and 

1 chairman, 10 years ago, of the

ditorial
Attr

,dilecalSteBnoev not ID mentiDn dm 
praaooce of the President who 
haOs tram Arkansae. The moder- 
ator of the canferenoe was Rod­
ney Slater, secretary of TVans- 
ponadan, who was reared at Mar­
ianna in the Arkansas Delta and 
whose success story has been one
of the brightest in the stated re­
cent history. His lieutenant for 
the conference and in the ‘Dans- 
ponatlon agency is Jerry Madooe 
a native of Earle, which la Is the 
Delta between Forrest Citp and 
Mempbis. Dale Bumpen, tfah for­
mer senamr and ooO of the most 
distinguished flgures in the Sen­
ate for a quarter century, spoke to 
the assembly on the Delta and hfs 
own experience wrestling with its 
seemingly intractable problems.

Three bright high school ani- 
dents from the Arkansas Delm — 
Lattice Jackson of Marinna, Mar­
lon Henderson of Jonesboro and
Jimmi Fhye Lampiey of Earle_
were on the program.aiKl gloried 
In the Umeli^ic. At the close of the 
two-day conference a young adult 
choir from West Memphis sang 
rousing choruses including 
"Joshua Fit the Battle of Jericho."

The President and Vice Presi­
dent Gore announced a series of 
new grants and programs for 
Delta initiatives, llte region has 
219 counties in the seven states. 
Economic indices have shown en­
couraging improvement in the 
late nineties, but much remains to 
be done at the turn of the century 
as suggested in the tide of a 113- 
poge repon called ‘The Delta Be­
yond 2000." A key proposal now is 
the creation of the Delta Regional 
CoininissioD. It would be pai- 
Cemed after the Appalachia Com­
mission, which was set up to in­
vigorate the Appalachia region.

The problem is getting the bill 
through the Republican Congress 
and what's needed most is the 
support of llent Lott, the Senate 
majority leader, whose state of 
Mississippi would have a big 
srake in the Delta Commission 
bill. Essentially the question is 
whether Lon would want a Demo­
cratic administration to get credit 
for the Commission.

It was a conference packed with

V V

I
meeting with the Vice Pruaident 
m a session on Growing the Delta 
Economy, featuring speafan 
ftuiB the Delta’s enterprise tiam-

Hoitioe
»^b, a senior executive flmm 
«tergy, and Itam McRae, 
tive vice president of the South- 
era Deveiopmeat Bank Corpora- 
tion. who lx wrell known in 
Arkansas for his days as a poUtl-

SEEEYES-SA

Eyes
cal Hgure and head of the Rocke­
feller Foundation. Rodney Slater 
presented to President rum 
the report an ‘Delta Vision, Delta 
Voioes; The Delta Beyond 2000’’ 
(a publication whose executive 
editor happens to be my son. Lee 
Riley Powell).

President Clinton, in his ad­
dress, emphasized the value to 
the whole country in developing 
the economies in areas of the 
Delta that had been left behind in 
the march to prosperity.

The conference had its leaven­
ing of humor and a high social 
event. Bill CUnton shook hands 
with the crowd after “y’all come 
out to the house." That night there 
was a White House reception, 
complete with the Marine Dance 
Band, marvelous food, and many
mempries for seme of us. Under a 
portrait of Lady Bird Johnson. I 
recalled dancing there with her a 
long time ago while my .rife 
danced with Lyndon Johnson.

There were many good lines a- 
the conference, like the descrip­
tion of the celebrated Peabody 
Hotel as "the capital of the Delta." 
Perhaps the best was from Bruce 
Babbitt, the secretary of the Inte­
rior, who called the Delta "God’s 
special place." It summed up the 
spirit of the meeting. '

(EDITOR'S NOTE; James O. 
Powell Is the former editorial di­
rector of the Arkansas Gazette.)
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V'‘'v^ Maria Echaveste 06/16/2000 04:13:11 PM

Record Type: Record

To: Irene BuenoA/VHO/EOP@EOP

cc:
Subject: Re: Indian country budget 

fyi
■ Forwarded by Maria Echaveste/WHO/EOP on 06/16/2000 04:13 PM •

L..,
Sylvia M. Mathews

: ^ ' 06/16/2000 03:52:21 PM

Record Type: Record

To: Lynn G. CutlerMHO/EOP@EOP
cc: See the distribution list at the bottom of this message
bcc:
Subject: Re: Indian country budget

Maria, I had not seen Lynn's email when I responded earlier. I did raise the issue with the Chiefs of Staff 
on Tuesday and previewed that Lynn would be calling them.

Lynn do we know who our problem departments are?
Lynn G. Cutler

Lynn G. Cutler 
06/15/2000 04:28:38 PM /

/

Record Type: Record

To: See the distribution list at the bottom of this message

cc:
Subject: Indian country budget

I am learning, to my great dismay, that most of our agencies are simply not doing anything to help deliver 
the President's budget initiative on Indian country. In fact, there is some evidence that some people in 
BIA are making different priority decisions, working with majority staff, that were reflected in the outcomes 
in the House funding. With an inexplicable problem in the Indian advocacy community, that is being



addressed, we have a very troubling picture if the Interior budget comes up next week. I would hope that 
we could call a meeting early next week with some of the Chiefs of Staff and their leg. people to clarify 
again that this is a very big deal to the President.
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Thurgood Marshall Jr/WHO/EOP@EOP 
Kris M Balderston/WHO/EOP@EOP 
Cameron N. Cohen/WHO/EOP@EOP

Message Copied To:

maria echaveste/who/eop@eop 
mary I. smith/who/eop@eop 
irene bueno/opd/eop@eop 
thurgood marshall jr/who/eop@eop 
kris m balderston/who/eop@eop 
cameron n. cohen/who/eop@eop 
Adrienne C. Erbach/OMB/EOP@EOP


