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INS WORKS WITH ST. MARTINS PARISH SHERIFF TO RESOLVE
HOSTAGE INCIDENT

Contact: Michael W. Gilhooly
Director, Public Affairs Eastern Region
802 660-5029
Pager 888 964-9816

New Orleans, Louisiana -- Officers from the New Orleans District Office of the
Immigration and Naturalization Service are supporting Sheriff Charles Fusclier and his staff as
they attempt to resolve the hostage situation at the Parish Jaj]. The inciderit remains under the
jurisdiction of the St. Martins Parish Sheriff's Department, but INS officers are on the scene to
offer support and advice on immigration related issues.

Acting District Director Roy Schremp said, “We join with Sheriff Fuselier in working
towards a peaceful resolution to this hostage incident.” Schremp explained that the INS has an
intergovernmental agreement with the Sheriff's Department to house individuals who are being
detained on immigration charpes.

Five of the six individuals involved with the hostage situation are INS detainees. The
sixth individual is being held on state charges. Due to the sensitive nature of the negotiations the
Immigration Service will not release information on the individuals at this time. Schremp stated,
“Immigration Officers join with members of the I ouisiana law enforcement community in
seeking a peaceful resolution to the incident.”

-INS-

Prepared by the Eastern Region Office of Public Affairs {802) 660-5029
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Internal Questions and Answers

1- Question: What is the INS doing to assist county and state authorities in resolving the
hostage situation at the St. Martinville Parish Correctional Center.

Answer: Officers from New Orleans District Office of INS are working closely with the St
Martins Parish Sheriff's Department, the Louisiana State Police and the FBI 1o resolve the
situation. The incident remains under the jurisdiction of the St. Martins Parish Sheriff
Department. INS officers are offering support and advice on immigration related 1ssues.
Everyone involved is committed to doing everything they can to bring about a peaceful resolution
to the sifmation.

2- Q: Are 2ll of the individuals invelved Cuban nationals?
A: Yes.

3- Q: Are all of the individuals involved in the hostage situation INS detainees”
A: No, five of the individuals are being held on immigration charges the other individual is
being held on state criminal charges.

4- Q: Why are INS detainees being held in a Louisiana Parish Jail?
A: INS has an intergovernmental agreement with the Sheriff’s Department to hold
immigration detainees.

5. Q: What are the charges against the Cuban detainees?

A: (for use if NOT CLEARED to talk about criminal records) Due to the sensitive nature
of ongoing negotiations with the hostage takers we are not discussing their immigration status.
We can say they are being detained on immigration charges.

A: (for use if CLEARED to talk about criminal records) Five of the six hostage takers are
being held on Federal immigration violations. The sixth, who is also a Cuban national, is being
held on state criminal charges. The five hostage takers being held on federal immigration
violations are considered by INS to be “Criminal Aliens.” These are aliens who have been
convicted of crimes, which make them removable to their home country under immigration law.
In the case of Cuban nationals, INS is unable to remove criminal aliens because their home
country refuses to accept them Under federal Jaw INS is required to detain Criminal aliens
whose release is a threat to the community. INS does have an annual review process for detained
aliens who cannot be removed from the United States. During that process INS considers '
whether an individual can be release into the community on conditions. The primary concer in
that review process in protecting public safety.

6-Q: Who are the hostage takers, how long has INS detained them and what were they convicted
of?

A: (for use if NOT CLEARED to talk about criminal records) Due to the sensitive nature

of ongoing negotiations with the hostage takers we cannol discuss their immigration status. We
can say they are being detained on immigration charges.

— aa s wwt e s tamAr Fma mran | P e L L L
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A: (for use if CLEARED to talk about criminal records) The five who are being held by INS
are:

Juan Miranda Salot - His criminal convictions include possession of a firearm in
prison, forcible rape, burglary and robbery. He has been in INS custody since
January of 1995.

Gerardo Santana Morales — His criminal arrests include kidnapping and rape. He
has been convicted of robbery. He has been in INS custody since August of 1998.

Lazaro Orta Elisalte -- His criminal convictions include drug sales, resisting arrest
and homicide. He has been in INS custody since March of 1997.

Jonne Ponte-Landrian -- His criminal convictions include resisting arrest, burglary
and aggravated assault o a police officer. He has been in INS custody since
February of 1992.

Roberto Villar-Grana - His criminal convictions include drug sales, resisting
arrest and assault. He has been in INS custody since January 1997.

For information on the sixth individual, being held on state charges, contact state or Jocal
officials.

7-Q: The detainees claim they have been incarcerated for years without having any trial or
hearing. Is that true?

A: All the individuals involved in this situation have exercised their rights in immigration
court. They are being detained because INS has a responsibility to protect public safety.

8-Q: Why is INS detaining criminal aliens if their countries refuse to accept their repatriation?

A: The INS has the authority, under the statue, to detain anyone who presents a threat to the
community pending repatriation to their home country. However, INS continues to review the
custody status of long term derainees (those in INS custody whose countries will not accept
repatriation) to determine their eligibility for release.

9-Q: How many detainees are being held at the St. Martinville Parish Correctional Center by

INS?
A: INS is currently housing 72 detainees there, 60 of who are Cuban.

JINS-
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cuban detainees hold warden

in Louisiana jail uprising

December 13, 1999
Web posted at: 8:56 PM EST (0156 GMT)

ST. MARTINVILLE, Louisiana

(CNN) -- Five Cuban prisoners were
holding a Louisiana jail warden and
three correctional officers hostage
early Tuesday after an uprising that
began when at least one inmate pulled
a homemade knife on a guard.

There were no immediate reports of
injuries in the disturbance, which began Monday evening.

One hostage was released after about six hours: FBI and state hostage
negotiators were holding talks with the five Cuban nationals to try to get the
others released.

"We're trying to work out the situation,” said Capt. Audrey Thibodeaux, a
spokeswoman for the St. Martin Parish Sheriff's Department.

The five Cuban nationals were being held there on behalf of the Immigration
and Naturalization Service, Thibodeaux said. She did not know why the five
were detained.

"They're detainees and we house them,” she said.

Thibodeaux said the hostages were taken in an "uprising” that began around
4 p.m. Monday, when the five Cuban nationals left a rooftop exercise area.

A man claiming to be a hostage-taker called CNN's Miami bureau, saying
that the hostages were being held in three areas -- the warden's office, a
control room and another room, which he did not identify.

Asked why the hostages were taken,
he said, "It was repression. It was
imprisonment for nothing. We have no



choice.

"We want the news to go around the
whole world," the caller said. "We
want the government to know what is
happening."

He would not say how the hostages
were taken, but would only say, "We have them, we have them." Asked
what their demands were, the man -- who would not disclose his name --
said, "We want to get out of this country.”

The jail houses 160 inmates in a two-story building in downtown St.
Martinville, about 75 miles west of New Orleans. The sheriff's office is
located on the first floor.

Thibodeaux said the incident was confined to inside the facility. She said

officials were committed to "resolving the issue without injury ... in as
peaceful way as we can."

RELATED SITES:
Law Enforcement Agencies in St. Martin Parish, Louisiana
Note: Pages will open in a new browser window
External sites are not endorsed by CNN Interactive.

LATEST HEADLINES:

Back to the top

© 1999 Cable News Network. All Rights Reserved.
Terms under which this service is provided to you.
Read our privacy guidelines.



Cuban refugees attack

The Washington Times

when boat is intercepted

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 5, 1999

MIAMI (Reuters) — Cuban ref-

- ugees threatened a Coast Guards-

man with machetes and were sub-
dued with pepper spray in the
latest conflict during an attempt to
keep Cuban boat people from en-
tering the United States illegally,
the Coast Guard said yesterday.
The Cubans’ 15-foot wooden
sailboat capsized during the melee
on Sept. 28, throwing all seven of
the refugees into the water. They

_eventually were taken aboard a

Coast Guard cutter unharmed, in-
terviewed by U.S. immigration of-
ficials and returned to Cuba.

“We were fortunate no one was
killed, either our officer or his
attackers,” said Coast Guard Lt.
Ron LaBrec.

“This violence must stop before
a tragedy occurs. Continued ag-
gression against Coast Guardsmen
will not help illegal migrants reach
the United States. It only places
everyone on scene at greater risk,”
Lt. LaBrec said.

A Coast Guard cutter inter-
cepted the sailboat 400 yards south
of Key Largo, moving between the
boat and the shore to block its path.
When Coast Guard crewmen tried
to stop the sailboat by pulling down
its rigging, two Cubans tried to hit
them with long poles and another
swung a machete at an officer,
missing him by only inches, offi-
cials said. )

The Guardsman used pepper
spray on the man with the machete
and on another Cuban who was
trying to strike another Guards-
man with a 12-inch knife.

The other five Cubans moved to

Micmacs, whites clash

over fishing rights

BURNT CHURCH, New
Brunswick — Tensions in Can-
ada’s lobster fishery remained
high yesterday after Micmac In-
dians set fire to pickup trucks
and attacked the homes of white
fishermen over the weekend in
retaliation for the destruction of

thousands of Indian lobster traps.

The violence, which left one
Micmac seriously injured and
property damage in the thou-

sands of dollars, was.the most se-

ricus to daie in a running baitle

over native fishing rights on Can-

ada’s east coast.

Canadian Prime Minister Jean

Chretien appealed for calm yes-

terday in the growing battle that .

was sparked when the country’s
highest court ruled recently that

the same side of the boat, capsizing
it and dumping all seven into the
water, the Coast Guard said.
Guardsmen threw them life jack-
ets and life rings. Two grabbed the
rings and were taken aboard, but
the others threw the life jackets
back and brandished their ma-
chetes, the Coast Guard said.

The others grabbed an inflated
inner tube and tried to swim to
shore, but gave up after several
more Coast Guard and Florida Ma-
rine Patrol vessels arrived and de-
flated the inner tube with a knife.
Four continued to threaten the of-
ficers aboard the Coast Guard ves-
sel and were held in handcuffs, the
service said.

The seven were returned to
Cuba, along with three other Cu-
bans picked up in a rowboat near
Key West Thursday.

Under U.S. immigration policy,
Cubans intercepted at sea while
trying to enter the United States
illegally are usually returned to
their communist-ruled homeland,
while those who reach shore are
usually allowed to stay.

The policy has provoked in-
creasingly violent shoreline stand-
off's between Cubans trying to en-
ter the country illegally and Coast
Guard crews trying to stop them.

A similar confrontation was
broadcast live on' Miami television
stations in June, sparking demon-
strations by Cuban exiles and
prompting a Coast Guard investi-
gation. In that incident, the Coast
Guard used pepper spray and fire .

hoses to try to keep six Cubans
“from swimming ashore. -

Mahogany logger fined
under Brazil’s new law

BRASILIA, Brazil — A timber
company has been fined $366,000
for illegally cutting mahogany
trees in the Amazon, the Brazilian
Environmental Institute said.

. The fine is the largest ever lev-
ied in Brazil under a new envi-
ronmental protection law that al-
lows for economic sanctions and

 civil lawsuits to be brought

against violators.
“With the new Environmental
Crimes Law, authorities are in a

much stronger position to combat
irresponsible timber companies
destroying the Amazon,” said
prosecutor Felicio Pontes Jr.

In addition to the fine against

the Carvalho timber company,
authorities seized 45,500 cubic
feet of mahogany that was cut il-
legally. Company owner Armando
Carvalho told police he had a li-
cense to cut mahogany. He vowed
not to pay the fine and to regain
the seized wood.

‘news agency.

Weekly notes. ..

President Clinton will attend
the Panama Canal turnover cere- '
mony in Panama Dec. 14, says :
Foreign Minister Jose Aleman.
Under the 1977 Torrijos-Carter
treaty, Washington is to give Pan-
ama contro! of the canal and pull
out all U.S. troops from the coun-
I'try by Dec. 31, 1999. The cere-

: mony is being held 2V2 weeks be-
fore that because few foreign
leaders could be expected in Pan-
ama on the last day of 1999. ... In

The Treasury Department has an autobiography published last
refused permission for the schol- week, Argentine President Carlos
ars 1o attend’the Oct. 10-15 event ' Menem depicts himself as states-
at the Finca Vigia, Hemingway’s :man, sportsman and womanizer,
former home converted intoa - but says he gave up his amorous
museum, museum director .pursuits after his son was killed
Danilo Arrate told Prensa Latina in a 1995 helicopter crash. “Love
never seemed an excess tome. ...
Life is made up of passions ... To
seduce, to distrust, to abandon
and be abandoned: It is all in the
end an inexplicable series of in-
stincts,” the 69-year-old divorce
wrote in “Universes of My Time.”

Indians have the right to fish out
of season. :

U.S. blocks Cuba talks
of Hemingway scholars ,

HAVANA — The United States
is preventing some 100 Heming-
way scholars from traveling to
Cuba for a seminar marking the
centennial of the Nobel Prize-
winning writer’'s birth, the semi-
nar’s organizer said yesterday.

Ernest Hemingway lived in
Cuba for nearly 20 years until his
expulsion after the Cuban rev-
olution led by Fidel Castro.
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A‘ By RICK BRAGG

MIAMI, July 20 — They used to be
called Dbalseros Spanish for
“rafters” — after the rickety crafts
of plywood, inner tubes and empty oil
drums they launched from the
beaches of Cuba, praying that the
homemade boats would hold togeth-

- er long enough to cross the treacher-
ous Florida Straits.

They struggled ashore in the Flor-
ida Keys, at Palm Beach and on
barrier islands in between, sun-
burned, half starved, dehydrated,
telling stories of circling sharks and
loved ones who vanished when their
crafts came apart in the waves. In

" Miami, there are monuments to the
;ones who just disappeared.
Others, like Ray Dieppa, piled into
fishing boats crowded with sick, ter-
:rified adults and sobbing children,
and pushed off into uncertainty. Mr.
- Dieppa remembers gazing into the
pitch-black night, almost 20 years
ago, and wondering if he would ever
see the United States.
“I am against the communist re-
* gime,” he said, when asked why he

. had risked that passage, ..
!I It has not been that simple for a
i long time.
|  Inthe heaviest exodus since Presi-
| dent Fidel Castro allowed 33,000 peo-
| ple to leave Cuba in 1994, more than
1 1,500 Cubans have made it ashore in
South Florida so far this year. But

 increasingly, United States Coast '

; Guard officials say, the Cubans are
" .mal.:in.g their passage not on rafts or
| in fishing vessels but in the boats of
: smugglers, who bring them in close
' enough to swim ashore ‘or launch a
- small dinghy,

The cost: as much as $8,000 per

person.
In the same period, more than

1,000 Cubans have been stopped at .

sea and forced to return to their
homeland in compliance with the so-
called “‘wet-foot, dry-foot” policy
that President Clinton put in place
after the 1994 exodus. That policy
allows Cubans who make it to United
States shores- to apply, ultimately,
. for asylum, but sends those picked
»- Up at sea back to Cuba, In al] of 1998,
. 1,047 Cubans were stopped by the
Coast Guard.,

The policy, part of an agreement
* with President Castro to halt the 1994
- exodus, has led to high drama at sea
and on the beaches of South Florida,
as Cubans try almost anything, in-
cluding threatened self-immolation
and suicide, to hold off the Coast
Guard long enough to put at least a
foot on dry sand.

“We had an incident a month ago
in which a woman threatened to
drown her baby if the Coast Guard
crew members came closer,” said
Glenn Rosenholm, assistant district
public affairs officer for the Coast
Guard.

“This is not normal, not usual,”
Mr. Rosenholm said. ‘“These are
very, very volatile situations.”

Ehye New Hork Times

WEDNESDAY, JULY 21,1999 .

Cubans Now Ch

Increasing Poverty
And Desperation

Life in Cuba has become increas-
ingly difficult, because of both pov-
erty and politics, recent arrivals say,
so people are more desperate to flee.

José Martinez, 34, was one of the
lucky ones. He reluctantly conceded
that he was smuggled into South
Florida in October with six others,
for $8,000 each. But he does not apolo-
gize for doing anything that he could
to leave Cuba.

Mr. Martinez said he and his rela-
tives lived in a deteriorating house,
without running water, in a neighbor-
hood where, he said, informants

_turned in people who spoke against
the Government, and sometimes
even those who did not.

oosing S_mugglérs Over Rafts

Less than a day later, all six were
released from custody and were on
the streets of Miami, being feted. On
Independence Day, they shared a
seafood dinner with Miami’s Mayor,
Joe Carollo.

Sympathy Still Won
Despite New Method

As the six were being greeted as
heroes against communism, the
United States Border Patrol ques-
tioned why the men, who said they
had rowed all the way from Cuba on

- a 14-foot boat, had shown no signs of

The story is well-worn in Cuban .
Miami, repeated with every boat- -

load.

When he recalls life in Cuba, Mr.

Martinez said, “I feel like crying.”
It is no wonder, he and Cuban-

dehydration or exposure, and their
hands had no splinters or calluses.

Less than a week after they land-
ed, a Miami artist fashioned a scuip-
ture of a man diving for the sand and
freedom as two police officers closed
in. It was erected on the site of the
Surfside confrontation.

“‘People are more sympathetic to

- the Cubans that arrive by them-

Americans here say, that people will -

do almost anything to leave their
island and cannot meekly accept be-
ing sent back, especially when they
are in sight of land.

In the past few weeks, confronta-
tions between the Coast Guard and
the people they stop at sea and turn
back have turned ugly.

Earlier this month, a Cuban
doused himself, his boat and others
in it with gasoline and threatened to
set everyone on fire if the Coast
Guard did not let him reach shore.

In the past two weeks, two groups |
of Cubans in small boats have !

jumped into the water, some miles
from shore, instead of giving up to
the Coast Guard.

On Friday, several men jumped
into the water off Islamorada in the
Florida Keys, saying they would
rather drown than be sent back.
They had to be rescued by Coast
Guardsmen.

““They know they have to make it
to land,” said Cheryl Little, execu-
tive director of the Florida Immi-
grant Advocacy Center. ‘“When
they're getting this close, they're
desperate. We can expect desperate
people to do desperate things.”

In just one day this past weekend,
56 Cubans made it ashore, some pos-
ing for photographs before heading
to what has usually been a tempo-
rary detention with the immigration
service. In the same 24-hour period,
24 Cubans were stopped at sea, some
in sight of land, and sent home.

The most publicized landfall came
on June 29 just off Surfside, north of
Miami Beach, when six Cubans on a
small boat were blasted by a Coast

Guard water cannon as news heli-
copter thundered overhead, broad-
casting live footage of the drama to
Miami television stations, which in-
terrupted afternoon soap operas with
the story.

As the men tried to swim the 200
yards to shore, Coast Guardsmen
shot pepper spray into their faces, as
the cameras rolled and hundreds
gathered on the beach, cheering the
swimmers on. Two Cubans made it
ashore, one running between the po-
lice before diving onto the sand.

A demonstration soon blocked a
main causeway from Miami to Mi-
ami Beach, and more than 1,000 dem-
onstrators marched on the adjacent
Coast Guard office, chanting *Assas-
sinsl.” As traffic jammed, Coast
Guard officials relented, allowing the
four other Cubans, who had been
picked up in the water, to seek politi-
cal asylum.

selves, struggling with a raft, than
Cubans who arrive with a suntan and
well-fed,”” said Jaime Suchlicki, di-
rector of the Institute for Cuban and
Cuban-American Studies at the Uni-
versity of Miami.

But that is not a major issue in a
Cuban American-dominated Miami,
Mr. Suchlicki said.

Some, including a Cuban doctor
who recently made it to Florida
grimy and exhausted, are still com-
ing the old-fashioned way, on their
own boats. But while the ones who
pay smugglers to deliver them are
not regarded with quite the same
hero status as those who made it on
their own, there is little condemna-

. tion of them here in the Cuban com-
- munity, where the hatred of Mr. Cas-

tro colors everything.

In fact, immigration officials say,
the one-time rafters who came here
years ago are largely financing the
new wave of migrants.

Elena Freyre, executive director
of the Miami office of the Cuban
Committee for Democracy, said Cu-
ban-Americans in Miami were large-
ly footing the bill for this new migra-
tion, paying the smugglers to bring
their relatives from Cuba. Most of
the smugglers are probably of Cuban
descent, Ms. Freyre said.

Some new arrivals have said they

- paid their own way, having saved for

years.

And while many Cuban-Americans
may still refer to them as balseros,
they sometimes do so with a smile.

Mr. Dieppa said that it was wrong
for the smugglers to make money off
such suffering, but that he, like many
others here, would accept what they
saw as a lesser evil.

“If my family could afford it, I
would want them to try,” said Mr.
Dieppa, now an editor at a South
Florida television station, who still
has family in Cuba.

Just because smugglers are bring-
ing them in, it is no guarantee of a
safe trip, Mr. Martinez said.

While some here in Miami wonder
if the steady trickle of Cubans is a
sign of another exodus like in 1994,
experts on Cuban immigration say
they doubt if it will get that large.

1'2_



“This will die,” Mr. Suchlicki sald,

“Idon't think it’s a permanent situa-
tion. It has to do with the toughening
political situation,”

A Reaction

'I_‘o_ Lost Freedoms

The present exodus fs alsg attrib-
uted to a general feeling that small

freedoms won after Pope John Paul -

IT's visit to Cuba last year have been
taken away. Small business, vendors
and even prostitutes have been
forced to close up shop and every

boat of refugees brings another story

of increasing punishment and tight-
ening Government control.

Another mass exodus can only’
come with Mr. Castro's blessing, -
said Steve Schnably, professor of In- .

ternational Law at the University of
Miami “If he makes it clear at any
time that people can Just leave the
island, then you will have an’exo-
dus,” Mr., Schnably said.

Cuba has already moved to quash
the exodus, according to the state-
controlled newspaper Granma,
which said in an editorjal: “Every
desire to leave the country by safe
and legal means will be permitted.
Attempts by illegal meang will cat-
egorically not be allowed.”

Experts on immigration say the
United States policy almost guaran-
tees future altercations at sea, not
only with the Cubans but also with
Haitians who are still trying to make
the sea passage to Florida, The Hai-
tian economy is in shambles, and

Nuri Valibona/Aftam| Herald

People gathered on the beach off Surfside, Fla., on June 29, as a rafter made it ashore after dodging a water
by C

cannon and pepper spray fired by

people there are, if anything, worse
off than the Cubans, Haitian advo-
cates said. ) :

As for Cuban advocates in Miami,
the once white-hot reaction to the
Coast Guard's actions has cooled in
the past few weeks.

“The Coast Guard Is trapped in a

o]

difficult situation,” said Ramon Saul
Sanchez, a delegate with Movimiento
Democracia in Miami, an anti-Cas-
tro group, But, Mr. Sanchez said,
*“the politics of applying migration
laws have to be revised to become
more humane,”

In Miami, though, all the blame for

ast Guardsmen, President Clinton condemned the Coast Guard action,

most things sad and Cuban ultimate-
ly ends up at Mr. Castro’s foot,

As long as he rules, sald Ninoska
Perez, a spokeswoman for the Cuban
American Nationa] Foundation, the
balseros will keep coming.

“A dictator of 40 years,” she said,
“‘does not change.”

Ehe New Jork Cimes
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Statement by

Doris Meissner
Commissioner
U.S. Immigration and Naturalization Service

The U.S. Immigration and Naturalization Service (INS) and the Department of
Justice (DQYJ) are investigating allegations that six Cuban nationals were verbally
abused and subjected to inappropriate behavior by INS employees while being
processed at the Pembroke Pines Station of the U.S. Border Patrol on Wednesday.

Immediately after receiving reports of the incident, the Miami Sector of the U.5.
Border Patrol began the inquiry. As a result of this initial review and until this matter is

resolved, an INS officer has been temporarily assigned to duties which do not involve
contact with INS detainees. ' '

In accordance with established DOJ procedures, information on this incident has
been provided to the DOJ Office of the Inspector General (OIG) and the Civil Rights
Division of the Justice Department in Washington, D.C. INS’ Office of Internal Audit is
working with these other offices to review this information, and will cooperate fully
with any investigation initiated by the Justice Department.

INS does not condone or in any way tolerate unprofessional behavior on the part
of its employees. We hold our employees to the very highest ethical standards, and we
expect our employees to protect the rights and the dignity of individuals in our custody.
We take allegations of misconduct and inappropriate behavior very seriously, and
when allegations are substantiated, we take prompt action regarding misconduct or
systemic problems that may require action.

_INS -
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WASHINGTON, D.C. - This week, six Cuban migrants alleged that they were verbally
" abused and mistreated while in the custody of the Immigration and Naturalization Service (INS).
Attorney Genera] Janet Reno and Deputy Attorney General Eric Holder today issued the
following statemet_:g: _
"We are aware of, and deeply troubled by, the allegations that six refugees have made
about the way they were treated while in custody in Pembroke Pines, Florida this week.
“There is no room for abusive conduct among the ranks of our law enforcement

personnel. We take these, and all such allegations, extremely seriously. We have therefore

referred the matter to the Office of Inspector General. The Civil Rights Division will also review
the allegations.

“We will simply not tolerate abuse of individuals in our custody and will take the strongest
_possible measures in response to all such allegations.

"Addijtionally, pending the outcome of the investigation, INS Commissioner Meissner has
temporarily assigned an INS officer involved in the marter to duties which do not involve contact
with detainees. She has also committed the resources of the INS Office of Intemal Audit to assist
in this investigation."
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