
DEPARTMENTOF HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES
Office of the Assistant Secretary 
for Legislation

Washington, D.C. 20201

May 15, 1998

The Honorable Barbara Mikulski 
U. S. Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Mikulski:

Thank you for your letter expressing your concern that Maryland 
state human resources forms require applicants to indicate their 
immigration status and the immigration status of members of their 
household in order to apply for federal benefits including cash 
assistance and medical assistance that are administered by the 
Department of Health and Human Services.

As a result of your inquiry, we have been reviewing the Maryland 
application requirement in light of current Medicaid and TANF 
laws and regulations. We agree that this form raises a number of 
questions and concerns. In pursuing this we have contacted the 
State of Maryland and learned that it is presently working to 
make changes to their application. We will continue to monitor 
this issue.

Since the Department of Agriculture administers the food stamp 
program, any decision on what a state may require in an 
application for food stamps must come from them. We advise you 
to speak to the Department of Agriculture on this issue.

We will update you as we continue to work with Maryland on their 
human resources programs application.

Sincerely,

ene . Bueno 
Deputy Assistant Secretary 

for Legislation 
(Congressional Liaison)
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IF THIS TRANSMITTAL IS INCOMPLETE, PLEASE CALL (301)345-5517

THANK YOU
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