
The Kosovars are being greeted 
\yith a level of enthusiasm not 
seen^ some say, since the fall of 

Saigon a quarter of a century ago
_ _____ ___ the first wave of 20,000 reBy Rick Hampson 
USA TODAY

the first wave of 20,000 refu­
gees coming to the USA from 
the embattled Serbian prov-

I lol the PUana famUy administration announced ^ 
I J vtmvA kaah civen a resettlement program, Koso

‘^e ^rfSs’apartment has and were taken in by
thSeSerepSwhelan
once wrote coUege recommen- into hom« cnecaeo
dations for his stud^ the out ^ ^ ^^end, about

tos favorite dishes, the toie on ^^^^^^^^e^est
which, untU a few weeks ago, homes to 27 ™
BmandBonnieConnellatedto-
“®5heConnellsdid.whatmany noi^Nw to­
oths ^opie at Redeemer sey, soutoere California and

This is an effort to which 
Jews work with Muslims, Epls- 
copaU^. with evangeUcals. 
The Ctonch of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day R«ints has provided 
apar^ents for people being 
settled by Catholic Community
Services to Salt Lake aty.

to the Los Angeles area, a 
Catholic family working 
through a Jewish agency has ' 
taken to a Muslim family 
whose American sponsor, h .

1
And so Rick--------

stored aU the stuff to his 
found himself dragging the Cos&i 
table out of their kitchen, thlif

Si

doctor^ office. They're 
lating, interpreting, baby-sitting 
or lust visiting. They’re even
standing to line at the Social Se--
curity office — whatever it 
takes to ease the Kosovars 
transition.Americans are teaching the 
Kosovars what they know best, 
such as English and shopping.
They've offered them Jobs ^ 
vacations, a vacant comrat to 
Massachusetts and a fully fur­
nished farmhouse to Iowa.

Anita Vukpalag, a refugre 
who just started wort as a wMt- 
ress to Detroit, got a $45 tip 
from a couple whoa son is 
with NATO forces to the Bal­
kans

•I can bmxlly believe It,’ she 
s^ TOndness Isrft very jmm- 
mon where I come from.’ 

Students at the Tlevor Day 
School, a private elementary 
s/-hnni in New Ybrk City, are 
pnii«»rting money to provide 
refugee children with knap­
sacks mied with school sup­
plies. to Rochester, N.Y, Girl
Scouts are assembling ‘gender- 
and age-appropriate” hospital­
ity packs.

A group of Dearborn, Mich., re^dents rushed to the-Detroit 
airport on short notice to greet 
a Kosovar family with shopping 
certificates and gift bags. One 
of the Kosovars asked why.

T didn’t know what to say," 
recalls Don Cardwell, 48. *So I 
said, ’Because now you’re our 
neighbors.’

’ra tell you, seeing them get 
off that plane beat Christmas."

Muslim from Kosovo, is married to 
an American Jew.The r’nthniic is Lloyd Martin, vice 
oresldent of a big Hollywood p^uc-Ccompany-Here^thatTOOW
Kosovars were homeless, knew that 
he had a few spare

when he was taken to for 8 few days

their generosity. "What a w^ to treat 
a strangeri".Martto thought about that as he 
watched the Kosovar refugees on 
television. He picked up the phon^ 
and a week later he was at the ^ 
port grating Nuhl and Merandla

clothes and best wishes. Martto in­
vites them to to meet the new­
comers. 'They’re a catalyst,’ he says. 
They bring out the best to every-
K/v4v*

The other night, he called his old
friends to Ohio. T said, Tf it weren’t
for you, this family wouldn’t be at my

pubUc’s response has stunned 
not only the weary, gees, but also the agencies charged 
by the government with resettling
*^^1 of us have been over­
whelmed,’ says LeoMfd 
of the Hebrew Immigrant Md S^- 
ety, one of 10 agencies resettling the 
Kosovars. Tfs been sucha grass-
nxrts thing that irt been hard to ^
ture all this sudden enogy. ™ 
phone has been ringing off the hook.

A toll-free line set up for Albanlan-
Americans who wanted to sponsor 
relatives to come here has gotten^ 
times as many sponsorship requests 
from Americans with no family con­
nection to Kosovo.One resettlement agency’s Web 
site is getting 700 messages a _^k
offering to take Kosovars into private
homes,, even though the site bas n 
warning that the agency generally
avoids such arrangements.

Ginny Hamilton of the US. com­
mittee for Refugees start^ ^t a 
quarter-century ago as a volunteer to 
Sie resettlement effort,
“calilng hotels to see if they had old 
mattresses."Now she’s reminded ol the spirit of 
ni, when 135,000 Vietnamese en­
tered the country to 10 weeks. "TOs 
has lifted my spirits,’ she says. “P^ 
pie feel the need to reach out agato.

In Sarasota, members of Redeem­
er Church decided to welcome toe 
Kosovars to Thmpa Bay. by furnishing 
and equipping their two4>edroom 
apartment to Qearwater with items 
from their own homes. Not castoffs, 
nothing that looked worn or stained, 
but things that still had some life to 
them.

table out or meir uiuicu, that It-looked brand new, and
dertog what they would eat on now.

Be and five other men loaded aU 
the furniture to a trailer, drove an 'V 
hour up to aearwater, and carried 
the stuff — including a sofa bed, a
bedroom set,, bunk beds and tables
— up three flints of stairs.

The bunk beds alone took hours to 
assemble. The volunteers, including 
Brad Potts, who’d slept to them as a
ld(L didn’t have enough screws. They 
had to drive through toe rain to find a 
hardware store. Ibid of their mission,
the clerk asked, “Do you have a 
shower curtain?’ They bought one.

When they were finished, another 
team from the parish decorated, ar- 
nmged and cleaned toe aipartment,
singing hymns as they ^rted.

When they finished, toe apartment 
was ready, down to thurnhtacks and 
Band-Aids.

A few nights later, a welcoming 
group that included Patrick Whelan 
and his 5-yearold son I^le met toe 
PUanas — Mehmed and Sevdia and 

, their three daughters — at toe air- 
i port! They all looked Ured, and toe 9- 

yearold, Ajshe, looked scared. Then 
Kyle walked up and handed her a 
teddy bear. She smiled.

They all drove to the apartment
where toe family found a new home 
with fresh flowers, pictures on toe 
wall and a shower curtain in toe bato- 
itwm. A family of Bosnian refugees 
was there, preparing dinner for 
them.

“Every one of us has given a part 
of our home to help build your
home,’Whelan told toe PUanas

Now Whelan doesn’t have a d«k. 
His computer sits on toe floor of toe 
c|wt That’s OK,’ he says. “Some­
one.else needs toe desk more than

c.One Image stays in his head; Ajshe, 
who’d seen more than any 9-year-old 
Should have to, smiling with toe ted­
dy bear his son gave her.

“Someday,’ he says, ,T hope that 
glri win talk to her own chUdren 
about toe day when a child reached 
out to her, and she realized toe power 
of love is greater than toe power of 
hate."
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Departamenti Aiuerikan i Bujqesise 
Programe per Asistence ne Ushqim 

Informacion per Refugjate

PROGRAMI PER TRISKAT E USHQIMIT
Programi per triskat e ushqimit u ndihmon shume njerezve, perfshire reftigjatet per 
te blere ushqimin e nevojshem per shendet tS mire.

Si te aplikoj per kete program?
Nese keni nevoje per ushqim duhet te shkoni ne zyren lokale per triska ushqimi 
per te aplikuar. Kjo zyre sigurisht gshte e regjistruar ne librin e qeverisg lokale 
ose ne regjistrin e numrave tg telefonit me emrin “Human Resources" “Social 
Services" ose “ Food Stamps". Zyra per triskat e ushqimit do te caktoje nje 
interviste per te biseduar me ju nreth 9eshtjeve sic jane; burimet tuaja, tg ardhurat 
dhe shpenzimet. Mos harroni te mermi dokumentet e imigracionit me vete.

Sa kohe zgjat procedura?
Ng kushte normale, vendimi per rastin tuaj do te merret brenda 30 ditesh. 
Megjithate, nese te ardhurat tuaja jane shume te vogla, ose nuk keni fare te 
ardhura dhe me pak se 100 dollare para, ka mundesi qe te mermi triskat e ushqimit 
brenda 7 ditesh.

Si te perdore triskat?
Triskat e ushqimit jepen ne forme te kuponave te letres ose te nje kartele plastike, 
vargsisht nga vendi ku jetoni. Keto mund te shfytezohen pgr te blere ushqime ng 
dyqane ushqimore.

PROGRAMI WIC
Ky program i ndil^on grate shtatezene dhe grate pas lindjes si dhe femijet deri ne 
moshen 5 vje^e per bleijen e ushqimeve plotesuese, te nevojshme gjate 
shtatezenise, gjate viteve tg para te foshnjes dhe femijes. Refugjatgt kane te drejte 
tg aphkojne per programin WIC. Qe te kene te drejte te fitojne kete program, 
grate dhe femijet duhet te keng tg ardhura te uleta dhe te rrezikohen nga mungesa e 
ushqimit adekuat, pgr shembull kane ushqimin e dobet, nje riitje tg ngadalshme 
ose njg rritje te pa mjaftuar tg peshes.

Si te aplikoj per kete program?
Nese keni nevojg pgr pro^amin WIC, duhet te shkoni ne kliniken lokale WIC per 
te aplikuar. Pgr informacione mbi klinken me te afert kontaktoni Departamentin 
tuaj lokal ose shteteror te shgndetesise dhe kerkoni “Health Department" ose 
“WIC" ne regjistrin e telefonave, ose ne librin e qeverise lokale.



Sa kohe raerr procedura?
Winika WIC do te caktoj njg takim per te biseduar me ju rabi te ardhurat dhe 
^endjen shendetesore tg famlijes. Do te perpiqen qe t'ju takojne sa me shpejte qe 
te jetg e mundur. Do t'ju pyesin per dieten tuaj. Do t'ju masin dhe do t'ju marrin 
masen, ^atesine dhe do te caktojne nje testim per gjalcun. Ky informacion do t'u 
ndihmojg per te vendosur nese u takon program! WIC. Vendimi do te merret 
brenda 20 ditesh pas vizites.

Vizita ne klinike merr ca kohe. Por stafi i klinikes do t'u jape me shume 
informacione mbi ndihmat e tjera qe mund t'i mermi ne nivelin lokal, sic Jane 
vaksinirnet per femijet, ose kujdesi shendetgsor per ju, do t'ju ndihmojne edhe me 
qumeshtin e gjirit, (Uie do t'ju mesojne se si mund te perdomi ushqimet WIC.

Si mund te marr ushqime permes WIC?
P^i qe te jete marre vendimi se u takon program! WTC, ju mund te mermi ^eqet 
ne kliniken WIC dhe t'i perdomi ne dyqane ushqimore per ushqime si9 jane; 
qumesht, veze, cereal, lengje finitash, groshe te thate dhe bizele si dhe ushqim per 
foshnjat, Formula. Klinika juaj lokale e WIC-ut do t'ju mesoje se tek cilat dyqane 
te shkoni dhe se si mund t'i perdomi 9ekat WIC.

Barazia
Departamenti Amerikan i Bujqesise (USDA) nuk lejon diskriminim ne programet 
e saj ne baze te races, ngjyres, origjines kombetare, gjinisg, fese, moshes, tS 
metave fizike, ose bindjeve politike. Per te here ankesS shkruani Sekretarit te 
Bujqesise, ne kete adrese: US Department of Agriculture, Washington DC, 20250 
ose mermi nS telefonin: 188-245-6340. Departamenti Amerikan i Bujqesise eshtS 
punonjes qe ofron mundesi te barabarta.



United States Department of Agriculture 

Nutrition Assistance Programs 

Information for Refugees

FOOD STAMP PROGRAM
The Food Stamp Program helps many people, including refugees, buy the food they 
need for good health.

How do I apply?
If you need food, you should go to the local food stamp office to apply, it is probably 
listed under “Human Resources,” “Social Services,” or “Food Stamps” in the State or 
local government pages of the telephone book. The food stamp office wUl set up an 
interview to talk to you about things like your resources, income, and expenses. Be 
sure you take your Immigration documents with you.

How long does it take?
Nonnally a decision will be made on your case within 30 days. However, if you have 
very little or no income and less than $100 in cash, you may be eligible to get food 
stamps within 7 days.

How do I use food stamps?
Food stamp benefits are issued either in the form of paper coupons or a plastic card, 
depending on where you live. They can be used to buy food in grocery stores.

WIC PROGRAM
This program helps low income pregnant and postpartum women, and children up to 
age five, buy extra foods they need during pregnancy, infancy and young childhood. 
Refugees are eligible for the WIC program. Women and children must be low income 
and have a nutritional risk such as poor diet or slow growth or low weight gain.

How do I apply?
If you need WIC. you should go to your local WIC clinic to apply. For information on 
your nearest WIC clinic, contact your State or local health department (look for “Health 
Department” or “WIC” in the State or local government pages of the telephone book).

How long does it take?
The WIC clinic will set up an appointment to talk to you about your family income and 
health status. They will try to see you as soon as possible. They will ask about your 
diet. They will weigh you and take your height measurement, and also arrange for a 
blood test. This information will help to decide if you are eligible for WIC. This 
decision will be made within 20 days of your visit.



The actual visit to the clinic takes a while. But the WIC clinic staff also wUl be giving 
you more information about how to get other local help too, like shots (immunizations) 
for your chUdren. or health care for you. They also can help you with breastfeeding, 
and will help you learn more about how to use WIC foods.

How do I get foods using WIC?
Once you are determined eligible, you can pick up checks at the WIC clinic and use 
them at grocery stores for foods like milk, cheese, eggs, cereal, juice, diy beans and 
peas, and formula for babies. Your WIC clinic will tell you what stores to go to and 
how to use the WIC checks.

Nondiscrimination:
The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) does not allow discrimination in 
Its programs on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, 
or political beliefs. To file a complaint, write the Secretary of Agriculture U S 
Department of Agriculture, Washington. DC, 20250 or call 1-800-245-6340. USDA is 
an equal emplojmaent opportunity employer.



First refugees from Kosovo arrive in U.S.
! aie resettlement of the refugees | 
and is. being aided by the Amer­
ican Red Gross apd nine refugeb 
^encies.

The refugees who landed yes­
terday are part of two distinct 
groups rfitosoyare who beatr
nvmg.TTifese people were chosen 
because the conditions under 
which they were hving m Macedo- 

' were unten-
. able. “They were condiUons that 

could not be sustained,” said Mar'

FORT DDC. NJ. - The first 
tired, bev|^dered _c9ntmgent of 
refugees from the "Killmg Fields” 
of Kosovo stepped firom a jumbo jet 
into the spring air of New Jersey 
last evening to face an uncertain 
future and one certainty; They 
were safe at last

The 249 adults, 195 children_________________ _______
ages 3 to 18, and nine infants were guerite Hauze, assistant secretary 
greeted briefly by firstiady Hil- of state for refugee resettlement 
lary Rodham Clinton after their These refugees have no spon- 
charter flight fimm Macedoma sors in the United States. While 
landed at McGuire Air Force Base, some may have relatives herb, they 

One official said federal agen- have not yet been located. Ulti- 
cies aimed to provide the refugees niately, most must be helped to , 
with a “welcoming environment, find families with whom they can 
which is comfortable.” . , live.

Finding host families will be co- 
The refugees displaced by the ordinated by the local agencies, 

war m Yugoslavia had been air-'Officials were careful to explam 
borne for 13 hours, during which that, it is not possible to drive to 

watched movies - ^‘The X- fort Dix, where the refugees wiU 
Files: Fight the Future” and m living, and teke home a needy
“Mighty Joe Young” — and re­
ceived basic information about 
what to eicpect when their Boeing 
747 landed.

The battery of U.S. officials wel­
coming the ethnic Albanian refr 
ugees was concerned that the new-

Kbsovar faniily.

comers woidd be overwhelmed by |;

A group of 100 refugees will be 
^ving Saturday.by commercial 
flight at New York^ John F. Ken­
nedy International Airport That 
group of Kosovars has relative re- 
sidmg m the Umted States. They 

the more than 300 media repre-1 will be imted vdth their families 
sentatives bused from nearby Fbrt arpval, and to make that pos-. 
Dix to report their arrival A row Jible, th^ are nw bemg pro­
of television cameras 50 yards long fessed while m the Macedo^,
awaited the planeloadpf Kosovars,- roffigeec^ps.- . j
who seemed to pay no attention to I' U.S. officials anticipate ffiat 
the media swarm. . -' . v- ' ; i P°st of the reffigees who arrived 

Officials also assumed the>-rert ; .?ast evening wiU want to return to 
" ■ ' ■ • ■ - their homeland. In fact, m^ haveugees would be exhau^ed. So they 

quicUy checked identification, is­
sued base identification, doled out 
soap and shampoo, and hustled 
them to their assigned dormi-

The newcomers face two to four 
weeks of processing that includes 
medical checks, counseling and 
even language classes. They will 
be cared for the way “we Would 
have wished our grandparents 
were treated when they arrived at 
Ellis Isl^d years ago” srid Brig. 
Gen. Mitchell V. Zais, who heads 
the task force charged with receiv- 
mgMdcaringfortherefug^.

.: T^^ Department of Health and 
Human Services is coordinating
see KQ$OVO, page A12

told US. officials that is their in­
tention.

But if they choose to stoy iii the 
United States, they will be able to 
do so. After a year, they can apply 
for permanent residency. Mean­
while, efforts will be made to help 
them adapt to American society' 
and to get jobs.

Another flight of some 400 “rill-' 
nerable” ethnic Albanians is 
scheduled to arrive at McGuire Air 
Force Base tomorrow. TWo more 
flights with approximately the 
same number of refugees is schied-

ulettfor next week.

raining open dining faeflities for : 
the camp was converted to a medi­
cal clinic complete with cubicles 
and treatment equipment A Mus­
lim chaplain firom the Army will be 
visiting the camp.

Early last montii, the United 
States agreed to accept 20,000 
Kosovar refugees. And at ^ it 
was thought they would be housed 
at the US. Guantanamo Naval Base 
in Cuba. The base has, in the past 
housed, thousand of Cubans and 
Haitians seeking asylum in the 
UnitedStates.

Partially explaining that pro­
posal, Secretary of State Madr

eleine K. Albright later said that 
the United States wanted “to show 
the generosity of spirit of the 
American people.”

However, the proposal, quickly 
prompted objections. Karen Abu 
Zayd, the US. representative to the 
UN. High Commissioner for Ref­
ugees, last^month said sending 
Kosovar refiigees to the Umted 
States would establish a “bad prec­
edent.” She declared the refugees 
“would much prefer to stay in the 
neighboring countries near home 
so they can go home more quickly 
when it’s possible.”

Sen. John Ashcroft, Missouri 
Republican, smd he thought other 
alternatives should be investi­
gated. And Sen. Arlen Specter,

Pennsylvania Republican, pon-' 
dered the intricacies involved in 
flying tens of thousands of people 
to this country only to return them 
later.

But as the situatibn in Serbia has 
dragged on and the anguish of the 
expelled Kosovars has continued 
with no end in sight, the idea of 
whisking the displaced persons to 
this country has gained support

lurrying ffie refugees back and 
forth between here and the Bal­
kans is expensive, Mr. Specter said 
in a television interview, but he 

' concluded the “dollars are rel­
atively minor compared to the suf­
fering” the refugees have experi­
enced.

THURSDAi^M^ 6,19991
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Hello, America: Reft^ees land in NJ.
By Vivienne Walt 
Special for USA TODAV

STANKOVIC REFUGEE 
CAMP, Macedonia — At. day­
break Wednesday, two friends 
stood near the gate of this huge 
camp, sobbing in each other's 
arms, too choked up even to 
say farewell.

Both men, students at Koso­
vo’s Pristina University until 
just last month, were set to, 
leave for the United States In 
the first group of 453 Kosovar 
refugees to be accepted for 
US. settlement.

But as the buses began to fill 
before dawn to carry the refu­
gees to a 747, Arben Shatri de­
cided he could not wrench him­
self from the Balkans.

"I will wait here to join the 
KLA,” he said, referring to the 
Kosovo Liberation Army, the 
ethnic Albanian guerrilla army 
that Is fighting Serb forces just 
15 miles from here. "My par­
ents are In Albania, my one 
brother Is in Sweden. My other 
brother and I will go fight,” Sha­
tri, 23, said.

'But 453 other Kosovo refu­
gees arrived at McGuire Air 
Force Base in New Jersey 
Wednesday, leaving behind this 
crowded camp and their war- 
ravaged homeland. They were 
bused to nearby Fort Dlx, 
where they will stay for a few 
weeks before being placed In 
homes around the country.

4.
...

\
ll.''

asmWelcome: Members of the first group of Kosovo refugees to arrive 
in the USA wave as they leave the jet Wednesday.

Another group of 100 refu­
gees was expected to arrive 
Saturday at New York’s Kenne­
dy Airport, where they would 
meet relatives and sponsor 
families. Eight hundred addi­
tional refugees are scheduled 
to fly Into Fort Dlx next week 
— 400 each on Monday and 
Wednesday. The United States

%

Philadelphia

FortDix

By H, Dwr Beisw. USA TODAY

has agreed to accept 20,000 
ethnic Albanian refugees over 
the next couple of weeks.

Militaiy officials at Fbrt Dlx 
have worked overtime to make 
refugees feel welcome at the 
base. The sign hanging over the 

. base’s gym-tumed-processlng 
center reads: Mirsevini Ne 
Amerike (Welcome to Ameri­

ca). Dormitories hold play­
rooms bursting with board 
games, baseball bats, indoor 
basketball nets and plastic 
kitchen sets. There is a big- 
screen television.

There will be reminders of 
home, too. An empty room 
serves as a place of prayer for 
Muslims. All- signs inside the 
dormitories and dining hall 
haye been translated into Alba­
nian. And the Fort Dlx cooks 
are being Instructed on prepar­
ing Albanian foods;

"The goal here Is tp provide a 
welcoming environment which 
is comfortable," said Lavinia 
Llmon,:director of the Office of 
Refugee Settlement for the US. 
Department of Health and Hu­
man Services.

Most of the refugees selected 
by US. immigration officials 
for the first flights to the United 
States have spent at least a 
month living In tents, amid

)/\Y

Stankovlc’s growing squalor.
Hundreds of thousands of 

Kosovar Albanians have fled to 
Macedonia and Albania to es­
cape an apparent Serb ethnic 
cleansing campaign that began 
In March and aims to keep the 
separatist province under Bel­
grade’s control.

Yet, for some refugees, leav­
ing the region is no cause for 
celebration. They already have 
been forced out of their homes 
in Kosovo. Now they are going 
across the world to a country 
where they know no one and 
do not speak the language.

“This is too far away,” said 
Shatri’s friend, Astrit Ajdaii, 20, 
wiping tears from his cheeks. 
“This Is a temporary stay for 
me. That’s all.”

But how and when these ref­
ugees return home remains un­
certain. "That’s something that 
perhaps you will have to ask 
(Yugoslav President) Slobodan 
Milosevic,” US. Ambassador to 
Macedonia Christopher Hill 
said. "They’ve been thrown out 
of Kosovo in a policy of forced 
expulsion. We’re looking at a 
Kosovo that’s Increasingly emp­
ty.”

Under the immigration plan, 
the refugees are eligible for 
permanent residence within a 
year and US. citizenship five 
years later. But if peace is re­
stored in Kosovo, US. officials 
will resettle any who choose to 
return.



ffeying Little biit Hope,
Ubanian Refugees Begin 

i.rriving
' DIANA JEAN SCHEMO

;GUIRE AIR FORCE BASE, N.J. - With their families tom 
art and their homes turned to ashes, the first 453 of 20,000 
banian refugees arrived here from Macedonia Wednesday, 
dng the first step toward rebuilding their lives away from the 
ttlefield their homeland has become.

living on a chartered Tower Air 747 jet Wednesday
temoon, the refugees, many of them women, children and old
:ople, were, taken to a newly fenced-in section of the
;ighboring Fort Dix, where they were expected to remain for 
ree to six weeks.

s the refugees filed past a receiving line on the runway, what 
ley had been through could be read in the way they clustered 
igether, and the missing geiierations; a young woman walked 
ith an old woman; a man alone carrying an infant; a mother 
lepherded a gaggle of children, but no husband; teen-agers 
ime, with their grandparents. Though beginning a new life, 
ley carried no luggage.

hey were welcomed to the gymnasium by Hillary Rodham 
linton. "We know that your thoughts are thousands of miles 
way, with famihes or loved ones who are in Kosovo or iri 
jfugee camps," the First Lady told them. "We will not let 
lilosevic succeed in keeping you out of your home," she said,
) the sustained applause of the newcomers. Above her was 
tretched a banner. "Mirsevini ne Amerike," it said; "Welcome 
3 America."

liough the United States had pledged to take in the refugees 
early a month'ago, preparations to receive them here began in 
amest only last Friday, after a renewed exodus from Kosovo 
rought 200,000 more people flooding into Macedonia over the 
ist two weeks. ’

;ince, then, private contractors, reservists and soldiers have been - 
/orking round the clock to outfit Fort Dix with bilingual signs, 
ledical clinics, dormitories for families of varying sizes and 
hildren's playrooms. The stairwells, with high metal banisters,
lave been lined with plexiglass sheets to keep little children
rom falling, while gates now surround basement steps, also for 
afety. ,

I

Vednesday, officials of the Immigration and Naturalization 
service fingerprinted the newcomers and issued them identity 
;ards, and gave them sweat suits and toiletries.

in the last 24 hours, some 8,00G Kosovar Albanians fled to 
Vtacedonia, said Marguerite Rivera Houze, Undersecretary of 
State for Population, Refugees and Migration. A main refugee 
;amp at Stankovic was operating at triple capacity, Ms. Houze 
idded. "What we're trying to do is to get people moved out very 
quickly," she said.

Under pressure of the new outpouring, the Clinton 
Administration scrapped plans to initially restrict the refugees 
coming here to those with relatives in the United States willing 
to sponsor them. Instead, it is accepting refugees after only a 
preliminary screening in Macedonia, jmd allowed nonprofit 
relief agencies to sponsor them for resettlement.

Ms. Houze said that those arriving here Wednesday had 
suffered neither more nor less than the hundreds of thousands of
other ethnic Albanians who remained behind.

Perhaps they were just luckier, or more eager, those amving 
Wednesday "were the ones who were already psychologically 
ready to move," said Roger Winter, executive director of the 
Immigration and Refugee Services of America, a private charity . 
based in Washington.

He said that when the plane touched down here, ending a 
journey that began in Skopje. 13 hours earlier, the refiigeees
erupted in cheers and applause.

While here, the refugees will undergo, security, medical and
immigration exams, which are usually conducted before, 
refugees ever reach the United States. Afterward, nine nonprofit 
organi^tions that resettle refugees will channel the newcomers 
into apartments throughout the United States, said John 
Fredriksson, who is .overseeing &e effort for the Imrmgration 
and Refugee Services of America.

Brig. Gen. Mitchell Zais, head of the Joint Command for Task , 
Force Open Arms, the military's name for the resettlement . 
effort, said he told soldiers here to welcome the refugees with 
sensitivity, in sharp contrast to the treatment that Cuban 
refugees had received just a few years ago, when they crammed 
into Guantanamo Bay in an effort to force their way to the 
United States.

"We want to welcome them to America as we would have
hoped that so many of our parents and grandparents were 
welcomed at Ellis Island," General Zais said.

A second flight of about 400 Albanian refugees is expected to 
arrive here Friday, while 100 Albanians with relatives whp have
agreed to take them in will arrive Saturday at Kennedy
International Airport. Those coming in on Saturday will akeady 
have gone through imrnigration, security and medical reviews in 

Macedonia.

Next week, two more planeloads of refugees are due to arrive at 
Fort Dix.

Ms. Houze said that Washington had promised officials in 
Macedonia that the United States would take 2,000 refugees a 
week from the overcrowded camps. But with Fort Dix only 
geared to accommodate up to 3,000 refugees, the United States 
Government has opened discussions with officials in Greece, 
Turkey and Bulgaria about the possibfiity of sheltering refugees 
there, if only temporarily.

Eventually, she said, the Administration would like to conduct 
immigration, medical and security screenings of the refugees 
outside the United States, and to install them in homes found by 
nonprofit agencies immediately on their arrival in the United 
States. ■

Whitman Aides in Pique at First Lady

ides to Gov. Christine Todd Whitman accused Hillary Rodham 
Clinton of trying to avoid sharing the media limelight 
Wednesday during ceremonies to greet Kosovar refugees as 
they arrived at Fort Dix in New Jersey.

Peter McDonough, a spokesman for the Governor, said that 
Mrs. Whitman had wanted to shake hands with the refugees as 
they got off a chartered plane at McGuire Air Force Base. But 
McDonough said that the First Lady's office vetoed the idea, 
contending that it would not be safe for Mrs. Whitman to be so 
close to the refugees because many of them were thought to be
carrying tuberculosis or other infectious diseases.

■■ ■ ■ ; , '

McDonough scoffed at that explanation, asserting that Mrs. 
Clinton simply did not want to allow Mrs. Whitman to be first 
in line greeting the refugees at an event that was getting intense 
media coverage.

"I don't know how stupid they think we are to fall for such a 
flimsy excuse," McDonough said "If s an extraordinarily 
transparentbit of politick jockeying by an apparent Senate 

in the of New Y<Mk."

I



Mrs. Clinton is said to be thinking of running as a Democrat for 
the United States Senate in New York next year. Mrs. Whitman, 
a Republican, has already said she plans to run for the Senate in 
New Jersey.

Julie Mason, a spokeswoman for Mrs. Clinton, said, "The First 
Lady was not involved in establishing how the refugees were 
greeted when they arrived."

Mrs. Whitman eventually did get to shake hands with many of 
the refugees as they disembarked from buses that had brought 
them from the Air Force base to Fort Dix, where they will be 
housed. She then appeared with the First Lady inside a 
gymnasium where Mrs. Clinton addressed the refugees.

After the event, Mrs. Clinton and Mrs. Whitman exchanged 
niceties. "She thanked the Governor for being so helpful in 
setting up the event," said Jayne O'Connor, a spokeswoman for 
Mrs. Whitman.

END
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NATO general: 

‘We are winning,’ 

and Serbs know it
By Fred Coleman 
USA TODAY

TIRANA. Albania — NATO’s 
lop military commander said 
here Tbesd^ that the alliance's 
six-week air campaign is right 
on target and heading for vic­
tory.

In Albania for talks with politi­
cal and military leaders, US. Ar­
my Gen. Wesley Clark’s assess­
ment came as NATO reported 
that a US. fighter jet shot down a 
Serbian MiG-29 in a dogfight 
over Serbia, and NATO attacked 
artillery and mortar positions 
along Kosovo’s mountainous 
border with Albania.

The American F-16 shot down 
the Russian-built MiG, the most 
sophisticated fighter in the Yu­
goslav air force, after it was chal­
lenged In the air near Belgrade, 
according to military officials at 
NATO headquarters in Brussels, 
Belgium. It was the sixth air-to- 
air kill recorded against Serbian 
aircraft since alrstrikes began 
March 24. Another MlG-29 was 
destroyed on the ground.

‘The air campaign Is proving 
every day that we are winning,” 
Clark declared. "(Yugoslav Pres­
ident Slobodan) Milosevic is los­
ing, and he knows It.

"We are putting Serb forces 
under heavy pressure,” he said. 
"Our mission is to get out and 
win this conllict, and that’s ex­
actly wliat we are doing.”

Warplanes targeted Serb 
forces In the mountains of west­
ern Kosovo to halt shelling of vil­
lages Inside Albania The weap­
ons posed a threat to hundreds 
of thousands of refugees In bor­
der camps, NATO spokesman 
Jamie Shea said. Meanwhile, the 
Pentagon said &62 Jets dropped 
dozens of unguided bombs on 
Serb troop concentrations.

Continued favorable weather 
made it possible for alliance air­
craft to carry out attacks on Yu­
goslav military and special po­
lice command sites;- radio relqy 
and transmitter facilities; fuel 
and supply depots; and a hlgh- 
w£ty bridge. In the field, NATO 
aircraft continued to search for 
and destroy tanks, artillery and 
military vehicles.

The Apache helicopters 
brought Into Albania two weeks 
ago for attacks across the border 
In Serbia are expected to be a 
key element In the next phase of 
NATO’s strategy.

aark ^d the Apache train­
ing runs in the region were going 
well.

"They are on track in terms of 
their capabilities to take the 
fight to the Serb forces,” he said. 
"Right now they are sharpening 
those skills. We certainly intend 
to use them." But Qark declined 
to say when they would be used.

Contributing: Jim Drinkard In 
Brussels

For 444 refugees next stop
First group 

leaves horrors 

of war today
By Vivienne Walt 
Special for USA TODAY

STANKOVIC 1 REFUGEE 
CAMP, Macedonia — As (he 
sun set over the nearby Kosovo 
mountains Tuesday, the Pllana 
family sat In the doorway of 
TUnt G-54, drinking tea for the 
last time with camp neighbors, 
swapping tales of massacres 
they witnessed in Kosovo and 
wondering what lay ahead.

For once, there was an an­
swer, albeit uncertain: a life in 
the United States. The Pllahas 
will arrive today on the first 
plane carrying Kosovo refu­
gees who were accepted by 
US. Immigration officials.

“Our house, our town, every­
thing was destroyed. We left 
with nothing," says Sevdije Plla­
na, 40, who fled with her family 
three weeks ago from Kosovo’s 
war-tom Racak district, Unv- 
ellng some of Ihe way by horse- 
drawn cart "I just want my 
children to finish school now.”

About 444 refugees — the 
first of 20,000 bound for the 
United States — were sched­
uled to leave Macedonia today.

Immigration and Naturaliza­
tion Service officials began ar­
riving from Washington last 
week to speed up the pa­
perwork, even suspending 
mandatory medical tests until 
the refugees arrive in the Unit­
ed States.

The refugees will fly to Fort 
Dlx, N.J. They will be eligible 
for permanent residence with-

INFORMATA

\ By Ruben Sprich, Reuters
Looking for good news: Ethnic AllDanian refugees look at an infonnatioh board at the Stankovic refugee 
camp in Macedonia. On the board are lists containing the names of refugees to bo airlifted out.

In one year, and full US. citi­
zenship five years later.

Officials seemed astonished 
at the smooth operation. “Many 
of our refugee programs take 
years to process people,” says 
Kathleen Thompson, director 
of the INS refugee program.

Hundreds of applicants 
snaked through a tent set up in 
a comer of this sprawling 
camp, where many of Its 30,000 
refugees have endured weeks 
with no sanitation or showers in 
overcrowded tents with near- 
strangers.

Since Monday, INS officials 
have proces.sed more than 500 
refugees and expect to accept

hundreds more within the next 
few days. UN. refugee officials 
say more than 11,000 refugees 
have crossed into Macedonia 
since Monday.

The United States is not the 
top choice for many refugees, 
most of whom have contacts 
elsewhere in Europe, where 
hundreds of thousands of Alba­
nians have lived and worked 
for decades. Like many others, 
the Pllanas know no one in the 
United States. But by sundown 
Tbesday, refugees had crowded 
around the wooden informa­
tion board in the camp’s main 
clearing to see if their names 
were on the US. list.

Dardane Pllana, 15, erupted 
with laughter as an INS official 
snapped a Polaroid photo for 
her immigration document. "I 
don’t know about America,” 
she says, stumbling over her 
English. "I really want to see 
the White House.”

The Pllanas’ new papers are 
their only documents. All oth­
ers were seized by Serb police, 
who, they said, rampaged 
through their village, Shtimle, 
where Mehmet Pllana, 60, was 
a hlgh-school math teacher. 
The family fled to a nearby vil­
lage before leaving Kosovo.

On the last night in her refu­
gee tent, Dardane pored oyer

development^
Events In the Kosovo con- L 

met Tbesday:
► The United States Is 

ready to approve the release 
of two Serb. POWs in re­
sponse to the weekend re­
turn of three US. soldiers, 
administration officials say.

► A divided UA Senate, 
uncertain how it wants to 
proceed on the Kosovo cri­
sis, set aside a measure that 
would have allowed Presi­
dent Clinton to use “all nec­
essary force” In the conmet.

► Russian envoy Viktor 
Chernomyrdin holds a sec­
ond round of talks with Clin­
ton admlnistraUon officials, 
but no breakthrough is seen.

► President Clinton 
plans to meet NATO Secre­
tary General Javier Solana 
and US. troops In Europe.

^ Ethnic Albanian refu­
gees are scheduled to arrive 
in the United States. First la­
dy Hillary Rodhain Clinton 
travels to New Jersey today 
to welcome them.

Source: Staff and wire re­
ports

one of the few possessions she 
had grabbed as the family fled: 
a well-thumbed photo album. 
Inside was a world of parks and 
streets and a sweeping hilltop 
vista, of Shtimle’s houses, now 
mostly destroyed by bullets and 
fires. “These are my friends,” 
she says, pointing to a pho­
tograph of a group of girling 
teen-age girlfriends, hugging In 
the sun. ”I don’t know where 
they are. 1 don't know if 1 will 
see them again."



• Eugenia Chough 04/30/99 12:41:45 PM

Record Type: Record

To: See the distribution list at the bottom of this message

cc:
Subject: Kosovar refugees: Albright announcemt at 12:30pm 

ANNOUNCEMENT

NSC, OSD, DoD, State folks just had a quick call to discuss a last-minute change in plans for 
bringing Kosovar refugees into the US. Sec'y Albright would like to move people out more quickly 
than processing people in Macedonia would allow. We'll have to use Ft Dix to process the first 
500 (combination of "vulnerables" and relatives) refugees, afterall. We are aiming to have them 
arrive by Tuesday, 5/4.

Sec'y Albright will make a general announcement (no specification of dates) of these Ft. Dix plans 
at 12:30pm today during a war crimes press conference.

Brian Atwood and Julia are tentatively scheduled to do a more detailed announcement at 3:30pm 
today.

Attendees were assigned to make calls to Torrecelli, Congressional delegation, Gov'r, and local 
officials.

TENTATIVE TIMELINE

INS team will arrive in Macedonia on Sunday to do preliminary screenings on Monday. Refugees 
will depart for US on Tuesday, arrriving on Tuesday afternoon/evening.

TALKING POINTS

- Due to the large influx of refugees into Macedonia, we would like to move them into the United 
States as quickly as possibe.

- We anticipate that sometime early next week. Ft. Dix will receive the first arriving groups of 
refugees. An exact date is unknown at this time.

- We are pursuing two tracks for processing refugees. We hope to operate a full-blown processing 
center in Macedonia, and also a partial Macedonia/Ft. Dix processing system.

Message Sent To:



Scott Busby
"" " 04/26/99 04:04:29 PM

Record Type: Record

To:

cc:

See the distribution list at the bottom of this message

Maria Echaveste/WHO/EOP, Miles M. Lackey/NSC/EOP, Eric P. Schwartz/NSC/EOP
Subject: Fort Dix and Kosovar Refugees

As I relayed to some of you, on Saturday the press (AP and CNN) reported that we would bringing 
Kosovar refugees into Fort Dix, New Jersey for processing. (This was the result of a leak out of 
Fort Dix.) This report is not accurate. We are hoping to do all necessary processing in Macedonia 
or some other place in the region; a USG team is in Macedonia right now exploring these options. 
We are only consdering use of a U.S. facility if we cannot do all necessary processing in the region.

Folks in WH Leg or .Intergovernmental Affairs may want to reach out to New Jersey members/ 
officials to clarify where we are. Here are the talking points you can use:

• The news reports on the use of Fort Dix for Kosovar refugees are not accurate. Our first 
preference is to do all necessary processing in the region where the refugees are currently 
located. A U.S. Government team is right now in the region reviewing these options.

• Only if processing in the region is not possible will we consider using a facility in the U.S. We 
are considering a number of facilities but won't make a final decision until and unless we have 
to use such a facility.

• [If pressed] Yes, Fort Dix is among the facilities under consideration should we need to use one 
in the U.S.

Message Sent To:

Janet Murguia/WHO/EOP 
Irene Bueno/OPD/EOP 
Fred DuVal/WHO/EOP 
Mindy E. Myers/WHO/EOP 
Mona G. Mohib/WHO/EOP



• Eugenia Chough 04/22/99 07:21:51 PM

Record Type: Record

To: See the distribution list at the bottom of this message

cc: Scott Busby/NSC/EOP, Laura Emmett/WHO/EOP, Irene Bueno/OPD/EOP
Subject: Kosovo refugee mtg

Irene and I just attended a conference call with 0MB, HHS-ASMB, HHS-ACF-Office of Refugee 
Resettlement (ORR) to discuss the process - both in terms of operation and funding - of moving 
20,000 Kosovo refugees to the US next month. Lavinia Limon, ORR, outlined the following two 
options, and suggested that the likely outcome will be a mixture of both. There will be a 
conference call tomorrow (NSC, HHS, 0MB) to further discuss Scenarios 1 and 2.

Scenariol: Process refugees abroad

Refugee processing (INS interviews, medical screening, etc) is conducted overseas and State Dept 
picks up the costs.

HHS estimates that of the 20,000 arriving refugees:
- 35% would be eligible for Refugee Cash Assistance (RCA) and Refugee Medical Assistance 

(RMA), increasing program costs by $23.3 million in FY99, and $14.6 million in FYOO;
- 10% would be eligible for SSI/MA (no cost estimate available at this time);
- 55% would be eligible for TANF/MA (no cost estimate available at this time); and,
- all would be eligible for Food Stamps (no cost estimate available at this time).

Scenario 2: Process refugees in the US

When processing refugees in the US, the Refugee Act requires the Secy of HHS to operate a 
domestic processing center. DoD is exploring the use of military facilities as processing centers. 
HHS estimates that processing could take up to 6 months. Under this scenario, HHS provided very 
rough cost estimates (as follows), but plans to meet with DoD folks on Monday to compare 
numbers.

- $20 million for placement, reception (0MB will see if State Dept can cover these costs.)
- $10 million for ongoing transportation
- $15 million contractor staff, communications, orientation, recreation
- $23 million medical, dental, hospital
TOTAL processing costs = $68 million for FY 99

Since refugees would reside in camps for the remainder of FY 99, there would be no program costs 
until FY 00. HHS estimates FYOO additional RCA and RMA costs of $38.7 million.

Processing refugees in the US may require changes in the supp. 0MB is investigating. ACF-ORR 
conveyed that the ORR could cover the FY 99 costs associated with this option. However, the FY 
00 budget would leave them with a cushion of only $5 million.
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THE VICE PRESIDENT

U.S. Will Open Door to 20,000 Kosovars
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By KATHARINE Q. SEELYE

I EW YORK - The United States is offering to bring 20,000 
Iv Kosovar refugees to the American mainland for temporary 

placement with families. Vice President A1 Gore announced 
Wednesday. The offer represents a new policy, and formal 
abandonment of the much-criticized earlier proposal to relocate 
thousands of the refugees to the naval base at Guantanamo Bay, 
Cuba.

"We will accept, on the American mainland, up to 20,000 of the 
hurting and homeless Kosovar refugees — those with close family 
ties in America and those who are vulnerable," Gore said in a speech 
to about 200 community leaders on Ellis Island in a ceremony 
commemorating the 50th anniversary of NATO. "We will bring 
them here until they are able to return home safely."

The refugees are to be screened from among the many thousands 
who have fled Kosovo, and they will need to meet international 
standards for refugees in order to come.

Administration officials said they had no idea how many refugees 
might want to come to the United States, but that they were limiting 
the number to those who had family in the United States or whose 
health was too fragile to withstand the difficulties of the nomadic 
life many have now been forced to adopt. The United States is home 
to numerous pockets of Albanian-Americans, including in New 
York and Detroit.

Gore said the refugees would not be granted political asylum. "We
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anticipate their return to Kosovo," he said.

The NATO allies, including the United States, first announced plans 
two weeks ago to provide temporary homes for the refugees who 
have been streaming out of Kosovo. So far, refugees have been 
placed in 11 countries; Germany has accepted about 10,000.

Macedonia has indicated to the United States that it is simply out of 
space for accommodating any more refugees, one U.S. official said.

An administration official said that refugees could be identified for 
placement early next week.

But the Clinton administration's plan to send refugees to a vast tent 
community at the naval station on Guantanamo Bay has fizzled, 
with officials suspending a proposed airlift and offering to build 
barracks in Albania instead. Many refugee agencies and Albanian 
refugee families rejected the idea of being shipped so far fi-om their 
homeland, and to such an isolated spot.

"The deeision to use Guantanamo was made when it looked like a 
large group needed to be moved quickly and there was no time for 
screening," an administration official said. The official said that 
those circumstances no longer prevailed and that there would be 
more time for screening and moving those who wanted to move.

When the base was first selected as a location, administration 
officials indicated it was also chosen to eliminate the possibility that 
some of the refugees would claim political asylum in the United 
States. Under federal immigration law, refugees can claim asylum 
only once they reach American soil.

More important, as reeently as last week. President Clinton, among 
others, said that moving the refugees out of the Balkan region could 
appear to hand a victory to President Slobodan Milosevic of 
Yugoslavia and to his policy of "ethnic cleansing," and that it would 
therefore not be in NATO's interest.

While in the Detroit area last week, Clinton met privately with 
seven Albanian-Americans who have relatives in the war-tom 
region. P.J. Crowley, a spokesman for the president, said Clinton 
agreed with them that for the short term, it would be better to try to 
help the refugees stay in the Balkans rather than move them to 
Guantanamo Bay.

Crowley said at the time that temporarily reloeating some refugees 
to Guantanamo "remains an option," but for the moment, sueh a 
mass movement would look like "a propaganda victory" for 
Milosevic.

Asked about some refugees' reluctanee to leave the Balkan region. 
Gore said, "It is a balance. The vast and overwhelming majority will 
remain right in the region prepared to return on short notice. These 
too, the ones coming to the United States, will also be prepared to 
return on short notice."

Rep. Lamar Smith, R-Texas, chairman of the House Judiciary 
Committee's immigration panel, said that "the administration's

2 of 3 4/22/99 7:05 PM



The Vice President: U.S. Will Open Door to 20,000 Kosovars http://www.nytimes.com/library/world/europe/042299kosovo-gore.html

decision to bring 20,000 Kosovar refugees to the United States is the 
largest and most compelling evidence yet of a complete breakdown 
of administration policy."

"Where the goal was to halt Serb atrocities, we now have the biggest 
refugee crisis in postwar history," Smith said. "We are now 
witnessing a stunning string of failures that continue to multiply the 
miseries of the Kosovars."
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First Apaches arrive for duty
I peace pact 

rmament issue
ps in East Timor signed a broadly 
nesday, appealing for an end to vio- 
lonesian territory. But doubts imme- 
effectiveness of the plan because it 
issue of disarming either the sepa- 

iamen who want East Timor to stay 
ident BJ. Habibie admitted that the 
amilltary groups responsible for a 
■nd his control. The deal also fails to 
rf East Timor's political future and 
ebel ;r. Indonesia invaded East 
aed it a later. Violence has es- 
i said it would let go of the former 
s people reject an autonomy offer.
; is set for July.
KT; F s upper house of parlia- 
:i y's top prosecutor, dealing an- 
Bons Yeltsin’s efforts to oust him. Af- 
^ session, the Federation Council 
'uri Skuratov as prosecutor general, 
id to boot Skuratov in a similar vote 
las been Investigating alleged bribe 
dais.

X: Problems plaguing Cambodia’s 
serious that a trial of Khmer Rouge 
it international standards of justice 
1, a UN. official said. Thomas Ham- 
cretary-general’s special representa- 
ts in Cambodia, said only an in- 
uld guarantee Khmer Rouge leaders 
ster Hun Sen has rejected a UN. pro- 
inal tribunal be established for 20-30 
:rs on charges of crimes against hu- 
luring their 1975-79 rule.

\ moderate Muslim cleric has been 
IS in prison, Iran’s official Islamic Re- 
iported Wednesday. Mohsen Kadivar 
pedal court that is reserved for the 
id. Kadivar, a middle-ranking cleric 
dty pr r, was jailed Feb. 27 on 
don of ues and disturbing pubUc opin- 
Uvar’s reformist views had angered 
against Kadivar is seen as part of a 
i the media and supporters of moder- 

Khatami.

: TALKS: Hoping to get a troubled 
.n track, government and rebel dele- 
and of talks amid rising public skepU- 
u rights abuses by the rebels. But
representative Raul Reyes said, ’The 
!mment is stiU stalled.” The rebels are 
■)wn on right-wing death squads as a 
g the faltering peace process.

( from wire reports

Copters aren’t 

sign of ground 

force, Army says
By Andrea Stone 
USA TODAY

TIRANA, Albania — Nearly three 
weeks after they were called out to join 
the airstrike against Yugoslavia, the first 
six of at least 24 Apache attack heli­
copters swooped across a twilight sky 
and gently touched down to a landing 
here Wednesday.

The Apaches are joining Thsk Force 
Hawk, the Army’s piece of the action in 
NATO’s month-old assault against Serb 
forces. TWO heavy-lift Chinook heli­
copters and seven Black Hawk support 
helicopters also joined the aerial arma­
da. TWO of the Black Hawks bore red 
crosses, indicating their role as medical 
evacuation copters.

Army officials won’t say when the 
first combat missions will begin, but it is 
likely that crews will rehearse for a few 
days before flying off to destroy Serb 
tanks, armored convoys, field artilleiy 
and infantry forces in Kosovo.

The first one to know when we’re 
ready to go will be Slobodan Milosevic,” 
says Army CapL Mark Arden, 29, of 
Washington. He is an Apache pilot from 
the 11th Aviation Brigade here.

The Apache, with a two-person crew, 
ran operate day or night in most weath­
er. It hovers behind hills and pops up to 
surprise armored targets, which it 
shoots before popping out of sight again. 
The Apache can fire up to 16 laser- 
guided missiles, 76 rockets or a combi­
nation of both. It also carries a 30-mm 
cannon that can fire 1,200 rounds.

Apaches played a prominent role in 
the opening hours of the ground assault 
in the Persian Gulf War by destroying 
early-warning radar sites. Military offi­
cials credit Apaches with taking out 500 
Iraqi tanks and hundreds more ar­
mored personnel carriers, trucks and 
other vehicles during OperaUon Desert 
Storm. The Apache’s night sensors and 
sighting system also proved crucial in 
the action in Panama in 1989.

The Apaches, mobile rocket launch­
ers and the 3,300 soldiers who wUl sup­
port them are not the vanguard of any 
future ground invasion force of Yugo­
slavia, Army spokesman LL Col. Garrie 
Dornan said.

The helicopters arrived from bases in 
Italy, where they were delayed for a

■itr-
.*■

By Daw Cancato. Ageoca France P

s:&

20,000 refilgees headed to USA

By P«r Josek. Reuters
Wetcome airival: The first of at least 24 
U.S. Apache helicoptets arrive at the Tira­
na airport Wednesday in Albania.

week after having been sent from Ger­
many.

The Apaches are touted as all-weath­
er war machines, but Army officials de­
cided not to risk flying the $16 million 
helicopters across the Adriatic Sea until

By Bill Nichols 
USA TODAY

WASHINGTON — The White 
House armounced Wednesday that 
up to 20,000 refugees from Kosovo 
will be allowed haven in the United 
States rather than at the US. Naval 
Base at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba.

Vice President Gore announced 
the change in policy at New York’s 
Ellis Island.

“We will accept, on the American 
mainland, up to 20,000 of the hurling 
and homeless Kosovar refugees — 
those with close family ties in Ameri­
ca and those who are particularly 
vulnerable — until they are able to 
return home safely,” Gore said.

The plan to house refugees at 
Guantanamo was scrapped several 
weeks ago after UN. officials and

other refugee aid groups quesUoned 
whether a barbed-wire enclave was 
suitable for ethnic Albanians dis­
placed by war.

White House officials said the refu­
gees to be placed in the USA would 
come only from camps in Macedo­
nia, as those camps are full and Mac­
edonian authorities say they desper­
ately need more room.

The State Department and Im­
migration and Naturalization Service 
will screen refugees in Macedonia to 
find those who have relatives in the 
USA or who are in particularly vul­
nerable circumstances.

The administration said the refu 
gees would be granted only tempor 
ary refuge. But once an emigrant i; 
granted refugee status, he or she car. 
apply for citizenship and essentially 
cannot be forced to return home.

Tirana’s bad weather cleared.
Officials also had to negotiate with 

the Air Force and NATO, so humanitar­
ian relief operations could be moved to 
another corner of Rinas Airport to 
make room for the helicopters. The Ar­

my also needed time to construct p 
to land and park the heavy heUcopi 
which otherwise would sink into 
mushy mud.
► Ground broops revisited, 1A



From; Matthew McKearn on 04/22/99 02:15:22 PM 

Record Type: Record

To: Barbara Chow/OMB/EOP@EOP, Linda Ricci/OMB/EOP@EOP, Barry White/OMB/EOP@EOP
cc: See the distribution list at the bottom of this message
Subject: Kosovo refugees

The following e-mail outlines the mechanics of moving Kosovar refugees to the U.S. and discusses 
potential costs. We can follow-up with HHS at the 4:30 conference call today on whether they have any 
additional analysis on the State and local impacts of resettlement.

On Wednesday, Vice President Gore announced that the United States would accept, on the 
American mainland, up to 20,000 of the Kosovar refugees. Refugees are to be placed with family 
members in the United States or with volunteers. This memo outlines the procedures for resettlement in 
the U. S. and the estimated costs.

Relocation to the United States

The State Department is working to link Albanian-Americans in the United States with relatives from 
Kosovar. These Kosovars will be offered an opportunity to resettle in the U.S. If the Greek government 
agrees to provide support, refugees will initially be taken to Greece for one week or more for processing - 
INS interviews, medical screening, and other paperwork. In the event that the Greek or another regional 
government does not allow the U.S. to keep the Kosovars on their soil for the time needed for screening, 
the refugees would be transported directly to a US military facility for processing (most likely Fort Dix).
After the refugees are screened, either overseas or in the U.S., they will we connected with their 
sponsoring relative or a volunteer sponsor.

Support for Refugees in the U.S.

Kosovar refugees resettled to the U.S. are eligible for cash and medical assistance and services 
provided through the Departments of State and Health and Human Services. The State Department pays 
an initial resettlement grant of $760 per refugee to the domestic private voluntary organizations that 
handle the actual refugee resettlement. This is intended to support the refugee for the first 30 days in the 
U.S. A portion of the grant is provided to the refugee in the form of cash.

Subsequent support for refugees is administered through HHS’ Office of Refugee Resettlement. For 
FY 1999, $435 million was appropriated to ORR to serve refugees through four different programs: cash 
and medical assistance, employment services, preventive health services, and the targeted assistance 
grant program. ORR programs are designed that provide assistance to refugees and Cuban and Haitian 
entrants so that they can achieve economic self-sufficiency and social adjustment within the shortest time 
possible following their arrival in the U.S.

Cash and medical assistance is available to those needy refugees who are not eligible for other cash 
or medical assistance programs, such as Temporary Assistance to Needy Families (TANF), Supplemental 
Security Income (SSI), or Medicaid and who arrive in the U.S. with no financial resources. ORR cash and 
medical assistance is paid entirely from federal funds and is available only for 8 months following arrival in 
the U.S.

To help refugees become self-supporting as quickly as possible, ORR also provides employment 
services funding to state governments and private, non-profit agencies which are responsible for providing



services, such as English language and employment training. Refugees receiving cash and medical 
assistance are required to be enrolled in employment services and to accept offers of employment.

The Targeted Assistance Grants program provides additional resources to communities facing 
extraordinary resettlement problems because of a high concentration of refugees and a high use of public 
assistance by the resident refugee population.

Costs of Resettlement

The Department of State has estimated that it would cost it approximately $40 million for its share 
of overseas processing costs, transportation to the US, and the $760 per refugee grant to the domestic 
organizations that handle the actual refugee resettlement. The existing supplemental should be sufficient 
to cover these costs. INS estimates that pre-screening refugees in Europe and providing documentation 
and inspection services in the U.S. will cost approximately $1.3 million.

The per capita cost of ORR refugee cash and medical assistance is approximately $500 per 
month, for a maximum of eight months. If all 20,000 refugees received cash and medical assistance for 
the full 8 months, the outer-bound cost would be $80 million. Actual ORR costs will be considerably lower 
because many refugees will be eligible for TANF and Medicaid, may find work before the end of eight 
months, or may find sponsor arrangements that obviate the need for cash assistance. At Wednesday’s 
refugee coordination council meeting the HHS representative indicated that the Agency had sufficient 
available resources to both care for the refugees at the military bases and also provide the standard 
benefits to the refugees once they move into the host communities. The Secretary of HHS could, by 
declaring a domestic refugee emergency under section 412(b)(3) of the Immigration and Nationality Act, 
provide for the temporary care of the refugees at a domestic processing center.

Impact of Refugees

During the early 1990s, an average of nearly 130,000 refugees were admitted to the United 
States. Increasing the current ceiling of 95,000 by 20,000 would result in an admission level well within 
recent historic levels. In 1995, for example, the admission of 32,000 Cubans and Haitians pushed total 
admissions to 131,314, well above the ceiling of 110,000 established that year.

Refugee resettlement is likely to be concentrated in areas where sponsoring relatives and 
volunteers are concentrated. This is not uncommon. Again using 1995 as an example, the large influx 
of Cubans and Haitians caused total admissions to Florida to reach 31,000, nearly doubling the number 
from the previous year (16,000). Increases of a similar magnitude occurred in New York between 1988 
(7,500) and 1989 (20,000) as large numbers of Soviet Jews were resettled.

Jurisdictions receiving refugees will experience increased expenditures for Medicaid and TANF. 
Nationwide, and in States that are likely to receive large numbers of refugees ~ California, New York and 
Michigan ~ there are significant unobligated or unspent TANF balances. However, Illinois, which could 
receive a large share of the Kosovar refugees, has obligated and expended all its FY 1997 and 1998 
TANF dollars.

Because settlements are often concentrated HHS does have $50 million in the targeted 
assistance grant program to help offset localized costs of resettlement.
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Irene Bueno
^ 04/19/99 06:01:48 PM

Record Type: Record

To: Bruce N. Reed/OPD/EOP, Elena Kagan/OPD/EOP

cc: Laura Emmett/WHO/EOP
Subject: Kosovar Refugee processing and resettlement

Today, I attended an interagency meeting that Scott Busby chaired on this issue that is expected 
to be discussed at a deputies meeting on Tuesday.

This group had been tasked to develop options and make a recommendation as to how and where 
Kosovar refugees should be processed. It is proposed to allow Kosovar refugees with family 
members residing in the US to be admitted to the US as refugees. First, the family member would 
identify the refugee, then the refugee would need to meet certain admission requirements (security 
check, medical screening, etc).

The preferred option is to conduct the processing of refugees outside the United States. The State 
Dept, is in informal discussion with Greece to provide such a facility in Greece. A response is 
expected sometime tomorrow. If this doesn't work, others options will be explored. This option 
would allow processing and final decision about a refugees status to take place prior to entry to the 
US. The second option is to fly refugees to an DOD facility in the US after they have passed initial 
screening but their processing would continue at the DOD facility somewhere in the US (DOD is still 
looking at different sites). The last option is to bring refugees directly to the US, parole them into 
the country, and conduct all processing in the US.

The issue of who will pay for such an operation is pending and agencies will bring 
recommendations back to the interagency group.

Please let me know if you need further information about this issue.
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U.S. COMMITTEE 

FOR REFUGEES MEDIA ADVISORY
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PRF.SS CONFERENCE TOMORROW;

Guantanamo Is Not the Answer 

FOR THE Kosovar Refugees

WHAT? A press conference will be held to discuss the negative implications of sending 20,000 

Kosovar refugees to Guantanamo Bay, Cuba.

WHEN? Friday, April 9,1999 

11:00 am

WHERE? Dirksen Senate Office Building, Room 138

WHO? Bill Frelick, U.S. Committee for Refugees
Frank Sharry, National Immigration Forum 
Holly Burkhalter, Physicians for Human Rights 
Ronald Aubourg, Haitian Centers Council

Earlier this week, the U.S. announced its intention to bring 20,000 Kosovar refugees to 
the naval base at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba. This “solution” to the overwhelming crisis m 
Kosovo is costly, ineffective and goes against the wishes of the Kosovo refugees. In e 
past, other refugees, including Haitians and Cubans, have faced terrible conditions at 
Guantanamo. The speakers will dUcuss better options for dealing with the refugee cnsis.

WHY?

1717 Massaciiusei lb Avf.NW, Suite 200* Washington,D^C.20036-200J 
Tel: (202) 347-3S07 • Fax; (202) 347-3418 ♦ E-mail: uscKc^ifsa-uscr.org



n LAWYERS COMMITTEE 

FOR HUMAN RIGHTS
Washington. D.C. Office:
100 Maryland Avenue, N.E. 
Suite 500
Washington, D.C. 20002 5625 
USA

Telephone (202) 547 5692 
Facsimile (202) 543 5999 
E-mail wdc@lchr.org

Headquarters:

333 Seventh Avenue. 13th Floor 
New York. New York 10001-5004 
USA

Telephone (212) 845 5200 
Facsimile (212) 845 5299 
E-mail nyc@lchr.org 
http://www.lchr.org

Contact: Jerry Fowler (202) 547-5692

Kosovo Highlights the Injustice of Expedited Removal

The Kosovo crisis, in which the Serbian campaign of ethnic cleansing has included 
systematically stripping Kosovars of identification papers, highlights the injustice and 
unfairness of a 1996 law that makes it more difficult for individuals without travel 
documents to obtain political asylum in the United States. This “expedited removal” 
process must be repealed.

The Lawyers Committee for Human Rights has documented two cases of Kosovar 
Albanians who arrived at US airports with the intent to apply for asylum in the United 
States, but who were summarily deported by Immigration and Naturalization Service 
officials using the 1996 law.

• In the winter of 1998, “Driton,” an ethnic Albanian from Kosovo, traveled from 
another country in Europe to an East Coast airport. Even though the vicious 
persecution of Albanian Kosovars by Serbian authorities was already being 
featured prominently on the nightly news, the INS utterly failed to recognize 
Driton’s need for refuge. First, a Serbian translator was provided, but Driton 
stated that he (like many ethnic Albanians) did not speak Serbian well to enough 
to answer the questions. Next, an Albanian translator was provided. When 
Driton told the translator that he was afraid to return home, the translator said that 
he had been instructed only to tell Driton that he was being sent back. Driton’s 
statement to the translator that he was afraid to return was ignored, as were 
similar statements to this effect that he made to another person in halting German. 
The LNS then summarily deported Driton. This incident became known only 
because he succeeded in returning to the United States several months later; his 
application for asylum is pending.

• “Dem” is a 21 year old Kosovar student of Albanian ethnicity. Like Driton, Dem 
speaks only Albanian. Last October, Serbian police seized him at his home. Over 
the next ten days, the Serb police accused him of being a terrorist, beat him and 
threatened to kill his family. After he was released, Dem borrowed money from
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relatives and fled Kosovo. He walked through the mountains into Albania. He 
reached Italy by a small boat and there purchased a Slovenian passport. From 
Italy, he flew to Mexico City, then on to California, arriving around six in the 
evening on January 20, 1999. About two hours later, the INS arranged for a 
Serbian translator by telephone. When the translator realized that Dem could not 
speak her language, she said something to the FNS officers, who immediately 
hung up the telephone in apparent disgust or anger.

At that point Dem said, “I am Kosovo Albana Yugoslavia.” The response 
of the FNS officers was to stand him up and handcuff his hands behind his back. 
He eventually was fingerprinted, photographed, asked to write his name and date 
of birth, and put on a plane back to Mexico City. He was never asked - in any 
language he could understand - whether he was seeking asylum or whether he 
was afraid to return to Kosovo. As with Driton, Dem’s story is known only 
because he succeeded in a second attempt to enter the United States. He since has 
been found to have a credible fear of persecution in Kosovo and is now waiting 
for an Immigration Judge to make the final decision on his application for asylum.

These are classic cases of what Lawyers Committee Board Member Sigourney 
Weaver has called “inflicting asylum by ordeal.” The 1996 law erects barriers to asylum 
that many bona fide refugees may not be able to cross. We only know about these two 
cases because Dem and Driton had the resourcefulness and luck to reach the United 
States a second time. How many Kosovars or Chinese or Iraqis have been less fortunate? 
What fate has befallen others who have been summarily deported by the INS? Though 
we may never know the particular stories, we do know what happens in the places they 
fled - whether it is Kosovo, China or Iraq. The “expedited removal” process, which 
allows people like Dem and Driton to be deported without being able to seek asylum, 
must be repealed.


