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Immigrants Haven’t Had Special
-------------- ------------------------- ~ su
To the Editor: . ,I disagree with Representative La­
mar Smith's justificatioiis fof «* 
fhiHin|t Haitian immigrants from
lejisiation Congr^ "
««i»nnraM the effects of the 1996 
,.y.»i|»nitina law for immigrants 
from Cuba. El Salvador, Cnatem^ 
Nicaragua and Eastern Europe Get­
ter. Nov. 26).He asserts that Immigrants fr^ 
El Salvador and Goatemala want 
special coosidcrattoo because ^ 
KaH to file suit to have their asylum
claims heard. „ , .

But this is also true of Haitian 
In a series of lawwits 

SSng in 1978. Federal 
h2Tf^ that toltiaiB srt^
asylum were the vtcthns of (Usenmi-
naiion by the Gofvemment

Representative Smith aa^ ^ 
g have been admittea

Into this country m the last 11 yeaxa.
or aboui3 pereeni^ Hjutrtpo^
ttao. He ignores the fact that more 
tban 50QJW0 Cubans, almost 5 per­
cent of Cuba's population, and aW 
400.000 Satvadorao^ ^
that country's popularinn. have been

A
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Unfair Immigration Law

gtatss i®Se 1996 law is fundamentally unfair have found that Haitians seeing ^ miption subamm^^ “^6 ^ , 
and th^ last year’s hastily conceived, lum were the vkSiins of discrimination ^op of Mi^^tesd^ ^ ^
hack^m deal to revise itcompotmds by the federal govemmenL HaitiansOTnot ^tam^
the problem. It is unfair in its impact It is hard to argue seriously fliat die tance nee^ to^ diese cl^fc For ^ 
and is inconsistent in its treatment of • Emited humanitarian parole granted to example, the archdiocese s legal pro- SS Sve and work side by 14.000 Haitians by Presidents Bush
ridefa communhiee like mine. Presi- and Clinton is somehow a sweeter deal to represent more than 1.000 Haitian .

than the CubmAdjustmentAi^J^ 
for 30 years has allowed hundreds of 
thousands of Cubans to live here with 
protection from deportation. Cubans 
were rescued at sea, welcomed to our 
shores and given worit pennhs. Hai­
tians were into'dicted at sea but most 
were sent back to Haiti—even when it 
was ruled by a bloody and brutal

dent Clinton should be praised for 
using his authority to mitigate the 
effects of an unfair law until Congress 
corrects it

The Post’s editorial uncriticdly ac­
cepts the justifications of House Judi­
ciary immigration subcommittee 
Chairman Lamar South (R-Tex.) for 
giving spedaL favored treatment—glvlUK epcuai, lAvuicu u»uua» .uu,,. w, - ——-----“green cards'—to Nicaraguan and Cu- dictatorship. It is hard to unagme less
ban immigrants while making it easier “special trratment” 
to deport Haitians and others. He Fmally, the editorial appears to ac- 
argues that many Haitians were given cept without question that many of the
“special treatment* by bring paroled Haitian parolees in this country have

wtifwigrafits.
Last year, the House Republican.'] 

leaders!^ refused to allow the full*. 
House to vote on my amendment to “ 
allow Haitians to be treated the same ' 
as Cubans and Nicaraguans. Many^ 
believe that this refusal is based on]^^. 
race. Given the erroneous information" 
used to justify unequal treatment for i 
Haitians, this belief is difficult to over-;^ 
come. CARRIE P. MEEK ^

US.RcfraaMO«e«>flL) "
WasUngton
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Haitian refugees deserve to stay
By Philip Peters
/Cynics about Congress will 
I : soon be disappointed. The 
\Lx5enate is starting to work on 
a bipartisan bill that provides no 
political mileage or campaign con­
tributions, helps a small number of 
people, and resolves a problem that 
senators could — if they'wanted to 
be cynical about it — punt to the 
administration.

Insteadr just for the sake of fair­
ness, senators are preparing to help 
Haitian reftigees to gk on tiie path 
to citizenship by granting them legal 
permanent residence.

The Haitians number 30,000 to 
40,000 by INS estimates. They fled 
their country between 1991 and 
1995 and have no permanent immi-

PhUip Peters is a senior fellow at 
th«„41cxis de TbcquevilJe Institu­
tion

gration status here. They were left 
out of the law passed just last year 
to give permanent residence to ten 
times that number of Central Amer­
icans who came to America while 
their countries were at war during 
the 1980’s and who, like the 
Haitians today were facing the 
threat of deportation becau^ they 
lacked permanent immigration sta­
tus.

Do the Haitians deserve the “spe­
cial treatment” that critics allege 
the Senate legislation would pro­
vide? A look at history indica^ that 
the treatment would be routine, not 
exceptionaL

Throughout the postwar era. Con­
gress has acted to welcome groups 
of immigrants, refugees and others, 
whose liistorical circ^stances 
brought them to America without 
normal immigration papers. Spe­
cial legislation was enacted in the 
19501s for Hungarian fieedom fight­
ers, their families, and other Eiast

Europeans; in the 1960’s for Cubans; 
in the 1970’s, for Chinese, Soviet 
Jews and Christians from the for­
mer Soviet Union, and Indochinese; 
and in 1997 for Nicaraguans, Sal­
vadorans, and Guatemalans.

In many ways, the Haitians’ case 
is more compelling than that of the 
Central Americans whom Congress 
helped last year. The Central Amer­
icans were given permanent resi­
dence for sound humanitarian rea­
sons: they had settled here, were 
integrated into their communities, 
and a letter-of-the-law deportation 
would have tom apart many fami­
lies that now include American cit­
izens.

In the Haitian case, add the fact 
that many qualify for refugee status 
as individuals. All have applied for 
asylum, and about a third cleared 
the first hurdle to refugee stams 
when they established a credible 
fear of persecution in INS inter­
views at the US. Navy base at Guan­

tanamo, Cuba, where they were 
held after being intercepted at sea. 
Over 20,000 Haitians who did not 
pass that screening were returned 
home.

While Haiti has changed for the 
better since the restoration of elect­
ed civilian government, its new 
police force and judiciary are still in 
their infancy. Human rights abuses 
persist, committed by extremists of 
the ri^t and the left. In Amnesty 
International’s assessment, “Any­
one returning to Haiti cannot be 
assured that they will be protected 
by the existing Haitian justice sys­
tem from former officials who occa­
sioned their flight”

Like the Central Americans, the 
Haitians have been welcomed by 
the communities in which they have 
settled. Florida’s two Senators, Con­
nie Mack and Bob Graham, are 
sponsors of the legislation, as is Sen. 
Spencer Abraham of Michigan, the 
immigration subcommittee chair­

man. Florida’s House delegation 
(including Cuban-American Reps. 
Lincoln Diaz-Balart and Ileana Ros- 
Lehtinen), local officials, the Miami 
Herald, and other prominent 
Floridians have called on Congress 
to let the Haitians stay.

Also, as in the Central American 
case, there are foreign policy rea­
sons for Congress to act. Haiti is 
still struggling to get back on its 
feet after a period of conflict. The 
economy is firagile, unemployment 
is high, and remittances from rel­
atives overseas help many to meet 
their basic needs, and even pro­
vide seed capital for small farmers 
and businesses. A mass deporta­
tion would work against the bipar­
tisan goal of assisting Haiti’s 
recovery.So for the sake of fairness. Con­
gress should extend to the Haitians 
the same treatment given Central 
Americans last year, and given to 
hundreds of thousands of other

immigrants since World War II. At 
a time when the Clinton adminis­
tration has driven annual U.S. 
refugee admissions down by oyer a 
ttod, this will be one more signal 
of Congress’ intention to keep 
America’s doors open to people 
fleeing persecution in their home­
lands.

Editor's note; 
Tbd Lindberg's 
column will 
return next 
week.

Tod
Undberg
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Haitian immigrants haven’t received ‘generous treatment’
Rep. Lamar Smith, Tfexas Repub­

lican, is again touting the notion that 
Haitians (that’s right, Haitians!) 
have been favored by US. immigra­
tion policy (“No special privileges 
for Haitian refugees,” Letters, April 
7). He is, of course, defending the 
egregious omission from last year’s 
legislation granting immigration 
relief to Nicaraguans, Cubans, for­
mer Soviets, Eastern Europeans, 
Salvadorans and Guatemalans — 
but not Haitians.

Other Republicans — from for­
mer Rep. Jack Kemp to Sens. Con­
nie Mack, Spencer Abraham and 
Alfonse D’Amato to Reps. Ileana 
Ros-Lehtinen and Lincoln Diaz- 
Balart — have taken up the chal­
lenge to, in Mr. Kemp’s words, “do 
the ^ht thing” by helping the 
Haitians. But not Mr. Smith.

The notion of special treatment 
for Haitians is bizarre. No other 
nation has had a floating “Berlin 
Wall” of Coast Guard interdiction 
vessels imposed around it by the 

; United States. Mr. Smith cites the 
Guantanamo policy as further “gen­
erous treatment” grated Haitians. 
But the vast nutjority of Haitians 
were repatriated forcibly from 
Guantanamo into the teeth of an 
odious dictatorship our own gov­
ernment refused to recognize, with 
no legal protection or judicial 
review of their cases.

Mr. Smith correctly notes that 
Salvadorans and Guatemalans, who 
were included in last year’s bill, 
have successfully sued the govern­
ment, showing that they were 
unfairly treated in their asylum 
applications. He says, “No other 
group, including Haitians, has suc- 
cess^y brought a similar lawsuit 
iagainst the government.” A similar 
lawsuit? There have been at least 
eight successful lawsuits from 1977 
to 1991 showing a consistent pattern

of denial of fair and lawful treat­
ment to Haitians on the part of the 
US. government.

“Nicaraguans and Cubans are the 
only groups in the Western Hemi­
sphere whose nations were seized 
by communist dictators and played 
a unique role as allies in America’s 
half-century-long Cold War against 
communism,” Mr. Smith continues.

Thie enou^ but whafs the point’ 
Is being killed, raped, beaten or 
jailed somehow less onerous when 
such brutalities are carried out by 
agents of a right-wing dictatorship? 
And isn’t it a centerpiece of Ameri­
ca’s foreign policy in the Western 
Hemisphere to oppose all forms of 
dictatorship? .

Theeconomicvitality of Haitians 
in the United States also serves the 
foreign-policy interest of our coun­
try in promoting a stable democra­
cy in IMd. This is the reason Pres­
ident Clinton cited in granting 
Haitians temporary relief from 
deportation in December. He was 
right

Haitians in America contribute in 
remittances to tiieir families about 
five times the total US. aid allocat­
ed to Haiti. This has been one of the 
most significant factors upholding 
Haiti’s balance of payments — 
which, by the way, is significantly 
devoted to the purchase of US. 
goods.

So the Haitians have had a histo­
ry of unfair immigration treatment equ^ to, if not worse than, that suf­
fered by Salvadorans and 
Guatemalans. They fled repression 
as severe, if not more so, than that 
prevailing in communist countries; 
they, too, are on the American side 
of foreign policy supporting democ­
racy; and their industry and entre­
preneurship is a boon to the Amer­
ican economy as well as our foreign 
policy interests.

What, then, is the reason for treat­
ing tliem differently?

MERRILL SMITH
Director
Haiti Advocacy Inc.
Washington
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
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VIEWPOINTS WEDNESDAY, APfllL 22, 1996
THE HERALD \oh

Gi^t Haitian refiigees well-deserved reliefKi-V ./•

n

' Cardenas 'is vice-chairman of Ike 
Republican .Party of Florida.

Arthur Teele is a member of the Miami 
City Comiidssion. vrhose district includes 
Little Haitu,. , t

Ana Navarro Is a leading Nicaraguan- 
American aclivisi and immgration advo­
cate in South Florida.

■r ‘TOMORROW tbe U.S. Senate 
I c Judiciaiy Committee is scheduled 
. to mark-up S 1S04, the Haitian 

Refugee Immigration Fairness Act. 
Immigration relief for Haitians residing 
in the United States is good policy. It is 
also the right and &ir 
idling to do. .

A bill, co-spon­
sored by - Florida 
Sens.. Bod Graham,
D, and Connie Mack,
R,' would provide 
relief.: top,. Haitians : 
who . applied for 
political asylum or - 
were.paroled into the 
United States before I 
Dec;'SI; >1995. The 
civil-ri^ts commu- • 
nity can thank Sen. Spencer Abraham, 
R-Mich.', cbainnan of tbe Senate Sub- 

: c mittep: on Immigration, for his 
enlightened leadership. His efforts have 
1 e'relieffbr Haitians a realistic possi: 
bility.: in; Congress.

AL
CARDBIAS

brutalized by their government and, in 
fact, now face a danger at least equal to 
that faced by those who received relief 
last year.

After the ouster of President Jean- 
Bertrand Aristide in 
a military coup in 
1991, Haitians fled 
milit^ and paramil­
itary butchers who 
made their lives in 
Haiti a living hell.
Several thousand 
Haitians risked their 
lives in search of 
freedom. Many were 
intercepted in the 
Florida Straits and 
interviewed by 
Immigration and Naturalization Service 
officials. About 12,000 were found to 
have a credible fear of persecution and 
were paroled into the United States. Oth­
ers sought asylum in the United States 
directly. This group and others deserve 
to remain here.

■ Amnesty International recently tes­
tified before the Senate Subcommittee 
on Immigration; “Our conclusion is that 
anyone reluming to Haiti cannot be 
assured that they will be protected by the 
existing Haitian justice system from for­
mer officials who occasioned their 
flight.”

fcrence to the oppressed. Haitians were Should 10-ycar-old Louiciana

The Senate’s proposal faces an uphill 
battle in the House. We intend to win the 
fight and pledge to make the case iii 
Washington, D.C. We strongly believe 
that Haitian refugees liviim here deserve 
similar treatment to that anorded to Cen­
tral American and Caribbean immigrants 
legally residing in South Florida.

This legislation benefits our country, 
and South Florida in particular, because:

■ The Haitian- 
American commu­
nity in South Florida 
has existed for two 
decades. Most Hai­
tians covered by the 
proposed legislation 
already have under­
gone a difficult

ANA
NAVARRO

screening process by 
U.S. authorities. To 
legitimatize their 
reality will permit 
them to improve 
their lives by accessing better ^obs and 
higher-education opportunities and 
thereby contribute to the improved fab­
ric of our community and its tax base.

■ To distinguish the plight of Hai­
tians from those seeking asylum from 
other countries is nonsense. Haitian refu­
gees are no different from the Central 
Americans who fled communism. An 
oppi 's ideology hardly makes a dif- 

pressed. H

Miclisse, now living in Miami, who dis­
covered recently that both her parents
were murdered in Haiti for their pro^:

edMo^ 
imily,

friends, or future? Should Nestalia Rob-

democracy sympathies, be forced Mo^icy sympareturn to HaitC wnere she has no fiunih

ogeau, who was ga^-tap^ a^g^pomt
B^s-
irect^ 
SttSfcl.

deported to a country where her aggres­
sors fieely roam the streets?

These Haitians have been altowe 
establish their lives in the United St 
while their immigration applications 
pending. They have opened businesses*. 
and raised families in South Floridq., 
They contribute to tbe economy apd^ 
enrich the ethnic diversity of our stal^.. 
They are important members of 
community. <V. ,

■ Haiti is the poorest country in md. 
Western Hemisphere. The remittanirer 
that Haitians living in the United Statek' 
send are an important component of the' 
Haitian economy. Stopping these reni^-^ 
tances. would wreak havoc on the- 
already-ravaged Haitian economy.

■ The United States’s recent effo^> 
in Haiti and its interdiction polici^dfi 
relieve us of any concerns regardibg 
possible future arrivals.

Resolving the Haitian crisis also with, 
bring our communities closer togelhihr> 
by building wonderful new bridgest,p.fi 
compassion and understandings 7,;;

Won’t you join us in this effort? •



Miami Herald, April 29, 1998

Congress should treat Haitians equally
The April 22 Viewpoints Page col­

umn, Grant Haitian refugees well 
deserved relief, by Florida Republican 
Party Vice Cbairinan A1 Cardenas, 
Miami City Commissioner Arthur 
Teele, and Nicaraguan-American 
activist Aha Navarro is a superb 
exam^e of bipariisan support for 
treating Fbitians fairly.

Last fesj* Congress passed legisla­
tion msikihg many Nicaraguans and 
Cubans eligible for permanent legal 
residence. Haitians were excluded.

The Haitian Refugee Immigration 
Fairness Act, apmv^ by the Senate 
Judiciary Committee April 23. tries to 
**do the right thing by rectifying an 
omission in last year’s bill,** as Jade 
Kemp has written. Credit is due Sens.

Bob Graham and Connie Mack for co­
sponsoring it and the Nicaraguan com­
munity and others for supporting it.

The arguments are compelling. 
Unequal treatment is wrong; the Hai­
tians are equally deserving; distin­
guishing their [rii^t from that of Cen­
tral Americans is senseless. Haitians in 
the United States send remittances to 
thdr families about five times greater 
than the total U.S. aid sent to Haiti. 
And U5. policy, induding interdic­
tion, has eliminated any concern 
about future arrivals.

Steven Forester 
Equal Treatment Coalition 

RecineMonistime 
Haitian Lawyers Association 

Jxan Robekt Lafortvnb 
Haitian Immigration Task Force

Miami
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The Washington Post

In r«ponse to my AprU 20 letter 
regarding U.S. treatment of Haitian 
refugees, Rep. Lamar Smith’s letter 
of May 19 offers four pieces of 
disinfonnation to support the asser- 
tion in his April 9 letter that “Hai­
tians have been treated better by the 
United States than refugees from 
almost any other nation.’
■ Rep. Smith incorrectly sa>-s, “In 
1^, Congress provided Haitians... 
with amnesty." The 1986 amnesty 
was not nationality specific. Some 
Haitians benefited because thev met 
the generic eligibility criteria. There 
was no preferential treatment
■ Rep. Smith talks about the resto­
ration of former Haitian President

No ‘Preference’for Haitians
Jean-Bertrand Aristide. His original 
assertion had nothing to do with 
foreign policy, but with discrimina­
tory immigration policy, much of 
which predates Mr. Aristide’s re­
turn. Irrelevant.
■ Rep. Smite proudly acknowledges 
teat the Cuban Adjustment Act 
gives preferential treatment to Cu­
bans. This flatly contradicts his 
original assertion about Haitians.
■ Rep. Smith says that despite nu­
merous lawsuits on behalf of Hai­
tians (most of which charged dis­
criminatory treatment), the 
government did not admit unfair 
treatment or enter into a settlement 
agreement, as it did w-ith Salvador­

ans and Guatemalans.
Split hairs if you like, but Presi­

dent Clinton, in December, gave the 
same temporary relief from depor­
tation as had earlier been accorded 
to these Central Americans becanse 
of disparate treatmenL He (fid so, he 
said, so teat Congress would be ^le 
to p^ legislation to allow certain 
Haitians to apply for suspension of 
deportation on the same terms as 
these other nationalities.

The president did not call for 
preferential treatment for Haitians. 
He asked rather that Congress not 
treat them worse than other nation­
alities. That Rep. Smite would pre­
fer to treat them worse than others 
is his right For him to say that they 
have been treated better, however, 
is patently untrue.

BILLFREUCK
Laurel

The writer is senior policy analyst 
for the U.S. Committee for Refugees.
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Haitians deserve equal treatment, too
SiDoe April 3, Roix Lamar Smith, 

R-Tcxas, has launched an agpesave 
campaim against the pending legisla­
tion in Congress that would give per­
manent relief to Haitian refugees who 
arrived in the United States prior to
Dec. 31, 1995. , ,•nm reason Haitians deserve fair 
treatment is that — like Soviet 
Jews, ilie Chinese, the Knwaitis, the 
Cubans, and the Nicaragu^s -- their 
homelands were turned into Jailing 
fields for those searching for freedom. 
Sen. Spencer Abraham, R-Mich., in 
his 1997 testimony, admitted tnat

Haitians were treated unfairly com­
pared with other ethnic groups and 
said that this inequity shoidd be co^ 
reeled. In AprU 1998 Rep. Smith told 
The Washington Post that for the past 
11 years some 200,000 ^itians had 
been admitted legally via U.S. visas 
and that Guantanamo Haitians 
received work permits.

IF he’s correct, the U.S. Embassy in 
Port-au-Prince would have had to pro­
cess 400 visas weekly for 11 years. 
From 1991 to 1994, the cocy years, 
the embassy \vas off limits to Haitians 
except those from FRAPH, the politi­
cal party whose chief allegedly was on 
the CIA payroU. According to sources 
dose to the embassy, it lacked the stafl 
to process that many vi^.Furthermore, out of the 15,000 
Haitians admitted by the Bush admin­

istration to pursue political-asyluiti 
claims, some 11,000 couldn’t have 
their U.S. work permits renewed until 
President ainton issued the Deferred 
Enforeed Departure decree. Th^ 
enabled some 40,000 Haitians, mclud- 
ing those from Guanlanasno, to 
become eligible for work permits. ^ 

Wc urge leaders in Congress to tr« I 
the Haitian l^islalion as a bipaitisp 
issue because it’s the right thing to do. 
We arc cncour^d that the Clinton 
administration. Sen. Bob Graham, 
Sen. Connie Mack, and the Senate 
Judiciary Committee have rcccnBy 
demonstrated their commitraenl 

, toward passing this legislation,
JEAN-Ronn RT Lafortuw 

Otair. Grassroots Committee' 
Haitian Imtnigration Tajk Force

Mia*m
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Commentary

Without legislative action, 40,000 Haitians in jeopardy oiF deportatiort
By Mwitl Smtth

They made the headlines in the eady 1990s. 
Fleeing political violence following the militaiy 
oveithrow of their lint elected government, 
Haitians opposed to the army took to the seas in 
search of refiige.

The death toll of political killing mounted to 
3,000. Some were hacked to death and deliberate­
ly mutilated to sow tenor. Women were raped for 
political teven^ New forms of torture entered 
the human tights lexicon: the *djak* position — 
wrists bound around ankles with a bkon slid 
above the elbows and below the knees for ease 
of beating the *kalot matasa’ — an ear-drum 
puncturing twin slap on both sides of the head at 
once. Anyone who had exposed a corrupt oCBdal, 
anyone who had organized a community self-help 
gro^ or mobilized the poor to protect their prop­
erty or get around the atatesponsored oligar^, 
anyone who challenged the military was at risk. 
The Ideptocratic Haitian state and the elite that it 
serves were again asserting their traditional right 
to pillage the country without oppositida

And so, unarmed In the face of naked force, 
they fled. Most were turned back into the teeth of 
a dictatorial regime our own govenunent refused 
to recognize. Many died at sea. Some 40,000 made 
K to the United States under one form of tempo­
rary legal status or another.

Since then they have started businesses in our 
country, bought homes, raised children and 
served in the military. Haitians in America also 
send back to their families some live times what 
the U.S. government gt^ts in aid making a signifi­
cant contribution to Haiti's balance of payments 
(devoted substantially, by the way, to the 
purchase of U.S. goods).

But because their Immigration status was never 
resolved by the INS, they remain in Jeopardy. 
Unless the law is diatvged, they will be threat­
ened with deportation by the end of this year — 
forced to close their shops and restaurants, leave 
their jobs and yank their children, marry of them 
U.S. citizens, out of school and take them to a 
land they’ve never known or break up their own . 
families and leawe jthem behind.

Though the Haitian military Is no longer in 
power, neither is the rule of law. As Amnesty 
Intematiotul has noted, the virtual non-existence 
of a fiinctioning judicial system in Haiti has left 
the most vicious human tights violators walking 
the streets, armed and unpunished, free to retali­
ate against their victims i^o, for a while anyway, 
managed , to get away.

Some 150,000 Nicaraguans faced the same 
dilemma last year but, forturutely, Congress 
acted. In the Nicaraguan Adjustment and Central

American Relief Act, Nicaraguans and others 
Steady present in the United States, having fled 

■ political strife and instability, were granted relief 
&bm the hgtsh new immigration laws of 1996. 
Haitians, however, were left out 
\ Congress may act now for the Haitians. Then 

again it may not Sens. Bob Graham, D-Fla, and 
Connie Mack, R-Fla., have put together a compro-. 
mbe bill, the Haitian Refii^ Immigration Fair­
ness Act of 1998, which would grant a Umtted 
class of Haitians (Le., only those here legally as . 
o^Dec. 31, 1995, plus a nnall number of orphans 
arid abandoned children) the same relief granted 
Nicaraguans under last year's bill It was 
approved by the Senate Judidaty Conunittee with 
flying bipartisan colors and picked up strong 
sujtport bom all the states where the Haitians 
have settled. |

Similar legislation in the House, however, has 
been stillboriL Standing in . the doorway at the 
House Immigration Su^mnuttee is the author of 
the restrictive 1996 law. Rep. Lamar Smith, 
R-Texas, and he has tesolv^ that no Haitian shall 
pass — nor shall any debate or vote on the 
subject be held on the House floor. Smith has 
also set onerous conditions blocking the tempo­
rary hiring of foreign high-tech workers in our 
skill-starved information technology sector. I

suppose you could say he’s consistent — consis- ] 
tently xenophobic no matter what the price, '' 
economic or moral ‘

So Haitian immigration relief has been >;
compelled to take a legislative detour. It 
recently attached as an amendment to the £ 
version of Tteasuiy-Postal appropriatxHis legisla­
tion. The House version, however, has no such 
amendmenL Whether Congress in the end wifi, as > 
Jack Kemp put it, 'do the right thing* by the w 
Haitians depen^ on the House/Senate Conference 
Committee, which will meet in September to 
resolve the differences between the two veisoiB.'

A major player in this conference will be 
Ben Nighthorse Campbell R-Colo. He is the liigh-.- 
|y influential Chair of the Senate subcommittee on 
Treasury-Postal appropriations. If he can a-.- 
on the Haitian legislation in conference and ~ 
prevail 40,000 refugees will be saved bom depor-' 
tadon to an uncertain fate. But he needs to hw 
bom you. If not, these persons who have both '•* 
contributed and suffered so much and have r,. 
sou^t our protection in good faith may be ,, 
denied. It wiU be our kna as well

Smith Is director of Haiti Adwxacy, Inc.. 915 E Street 
SE. Washington. DC 20003. (202) 544-9084. or em^' 
at: advocacyetiellatlantic.net
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One Immigrant Breathes Free; Another Has No Hope
By TERESA MEARS ~ celve a desrM in nuhiir raiatiAn.    i By TERESA iVtEARS

MIAMI, Nov, 13 — For ihe first 
time In 12 years, l8>year-old Rafael 
8aea can celebrate an American 
Thanksgiving without anxiety. Fi­
nally, his adopted country has re­
leased him and his family from Im­
migration limbo.

•'Finally, lt*s going to be over,” 
Mr. Baez, an Immigrant from Nica­
ragua, said. '’It’a about time.”
, But for Alexandra Charles, the fu­
ture looks bleak. Ms. Charles, an 18- 
year-otd Haitian, has lived In Miami 
tor eight years. Her hopes of ever 
gelling Ihe legal residency she needs 
to finish her college degree In ac­
counting are slim.

• That's it, ' she said today. "My 
life Is over as we know It."

Last Thanksgiving, both were In 
the same predicament. Just as they 
were on the verge of getting legal 
residency. Confess changed the 
rules. Under th^ew rules, the two 
could not qualify to live legally In the 
country in which they I ad grown up.

Now. Congress has changed the 
rules again. Rafael Baez and his 
family can stay. Alexandra Charles 
cannot.

Seeking to undo problems caused 
by last year’s sweeping Immigration 
overhaul, Congresd early today ap­
proved a sweeping amnesty measure 
for about 150,000 Nicaraguans and 
about 5,000 Cubatts wm!) entered the 
Cnued States before, Dec. 1. 1995. 
About 200.000 Salvadorans. 30,000

For a Haitian, ‘my 

life is over as we 

know it’

Guatemalans and an unknown num­
ber of Eastern Europeans or former 
Soviet Union residents who entered 
before 1990 or 1991, depending upon 
the category, will be allowed to seek 
residency under the old law.

President Cllnioti could sign the 
new low, which Is part of the District 
of Columbia appropriations bill, as 
early as Friday.

That would leave 10,000 to 30,000 
people trapped in an immigration 
Umbo created when the 1996 law was 
applied to pending cases. The new 
law makes It much more difficult for 
people who catered the United States 
Illegally or whose legal permission to 
Slay expired to become legal perma­
nent resident.-; of the United States.

Rafael Baez came to the United 
Slates from Nicaragua with his par­
ents. two sisters and two brothers in 
1988. when he was 7. The family 
applied for political asylum, but Us 
appeal was denied. By the time the 
case was finished six years later, the 
five Baez ciittdrcn had built new 
lives.

Orla Baez, 28. is an executive sec­
retary and needs 10 courses to re­

ceive a degree In public relations. 
Ncftall Baez, 25, is an engineer. Jake 
Baez. 23, oversees transportation for 
passengers from ihe Miami airport 
to cruise ships.

Once he gains permanent residen­
cy and qualifies for In-sialc tuition, 
Rafael Baez will enroll In college to 
study advertising. Thirteen-year-old 
Cabrlela Is In middle school.

Alexandra Charles left Haiti In 
1989 on a five-year tourist visa, after 
the military killed her parents. She 
was reared by an aunt In Miami, but 
her application for political asylum 
was denied. She Is studying ."ccoum- 
ing at Mlamt-Dade Community Col­
lege and works for a limousine com­
pany. She shares a house with two 
other young women. She has no fam­
ily In Halil; her brother was bom In 
the United States, and her sister 
married an American citizen, so 
both her siblings are able to to stay In 
the United Slates.

Both the Baezes ajic Ms .''ha.'lcs 
had applied for a process called sus-' 
pension of deportation. Under the old 
law, anyone who had been in the 
United States for seven years could 
apply for residency that way. To get 
residency, the Immigrant had to 
prove he was of good moral charac- 
ter and that returning to his home 
country would result in extreme 
hardship."

Under the new law, ;he immigrant 
must have been here 10 years. In 
addition to proving good moral char-

acter, he must prove that deporta­
tion would result In "extreme and 
unusual hardship." not to himself, 
but to a close United States citizen or 
legal permanent resident relative. If 
(he Immigrant had ever been placed 
in deportation proceedings, the clock 
Slopped.

Both the Baez family and Ms. 
Charles were granted suspension of 
deportation last year, but the relief 
was withdrawn, pending an Interpre­
tation of the Sept. 30. 1995, Immlgra- 
tion law, because both had received 
the clock-stopping documents before 
the seven years were up.

In February ISJ7, the Board ol 
Immigration Appeals, an arm ol the 
Justice Department, ruled that the 
new law would apply to pending 
cases. The Baezes and Ms. Charles 
were sent back to immigration lim­
bo. The Baezes got the news just 
before Thanksgiving last year.

This summer. Attorney General 
Janet Reno vaca!?d that ruling, tn 
hope that Congress would change the 
law. But In providing relief to some 
groups. Congress voted to make the 
retroactive application of the law 
permanent, leaving people like Ms. 
Charles out In the cold.

"f actually started to believe that 
racism was dying out In this country, 
but actually It has just begun." a 
stunned Ms. Cha :s said. "Hc.-e 1 
am trying to go to school and trying 
to make my life better, and,' can't 
get anywhere.”
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HAITIANS SEEK SAME DEAL AS NICARAGUANS, CUBANS
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U.S. officials are trying to avoid deporting Haitian immigrants until Congress decides next 
year whether to give Haitians the same benefits refugees from other countries receive under 
new federal legislation.

"We are reviewing administrative actions that we can take so that any Haitian who might 
be eligible for some relief established by Congress next year won't be removed during the 
interim," said Immigration and Naturalization Service spokesman Andrew Lluberes on 
Monday.

Many Haitians are angry Congress did not include them in legislation passed Thursday that 
allows Nicaraguan and Cuban refugees to become automatically eligible for green cards.
Under the same measure, Salvadorans, Guatemalans and Eastern Europeans are exempt from 
having to leave while they seek to suspend deportation.

"This has really touched a nerve," said Cheryl Little, an attorney with the Rorida 
Immigrant Advocacy Center in Miami. "It's a painful reminder to the Haitian community that 
their lives don't count."

'The legislation has pitted one group against another, Little said.
Pressure had been put on Washington not only by the Haitians, but by the Guatemalans and 

Salvadorans as well, who all want the same deal as the Nicaraguans and Cubans. In the past 
rhonth, there have been protests outside of the Immigration and Naturalization Service 
building in Miami by thousands of Haitians and Guatemalans. Miami Auxiliary Bishop 
Thomas Wenski, director of the Haitian Catholic Center in Miami, said the Haitians "are the 
victims of changing the rules."

"The most fair way of dealing with Haitians and other 
immigrants that have been here under immigration regulations is to wipe the slate clean, not 
by deporting them, but by offering all of them the right to permanent status," Wenski said.

U.S. Rep. Carrie Meek, D-Miami, has introduced a bill that would grant all Haitian 
immigrants the same deal that the
Nicaraguans and Cubans received. The bill will be considered by Congress when it 
reconvenes.
SEQN: 73211072
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HAITIANS WOULD STAY IN U.S. 
UNDER NEW AMNESTY PROPOSAL

By YVES COLON Herald Staff Writer

Nestilia Robergeau could not hold back the tears Wednesday as she told her story to members of 
Congress in Miami.

She does not want to return to Haiti, she told tliem. She does not want to go back to the place where 
thugs assaulted her, raped her and killed her brother.

Robergeau was speaking on behalf of thousands of Haitians like her, who have been facing the threat of 
deportation since Congress passed the immigration law of 1996. They were left out of recent legislation 
that settled the status of Nicaraguans and Cubans who came to this country before December 1995.

Now, Florida's Sen. Bob Graham and Rep. Carrie Meek are leading an effort to get the same treatment 
for Haitians. At the same time, the Clinton administration is considering an early Christmas gift to that 
community by suspending for a year deportation rules covering up to 20,000 Haitians.

Cheryl Little of the Florida Immigrant Advocacy Center, who prefers the legislative remedy, was wary 
of Clinton's benevolence. His action, she said, would effectively leave many others in immigration 
limbo wondering if they're going to get relief or get booted out.

"It would send a strong signal to Congress that they don't have to be concerned with anyone else," Little 
said. "It's a case of knock them out now, knock them out forever."

Little, along with other advocates for Haitians, is pinning her hopes on Meek's bill, which uses the same 
standard set by Congress last month when it decided to give green cards -- the proof of permanent 
residency — to all Cubans and Nicaraguans in this country by the end of December 1995.

Graham's bill, the Haitian Refugee Immigration Fairness Act, would be more limiting. It would only 
grant residency to Haitians who either filed for asylum or were paroled into this country before the end 
of 1995.

Nonetheless, Graham views legislative redress as the "humane solution that has the potential to have 
impact on the lives of thousands of people."

He lent his powerful voice to the story of Alexandra Charles, who watched as Haitian military thugs 
murdered her mother. An orphan, she came to the United States on a tourist visa when she was 10.

Now 19, she holds down two jobs and attends Miami-Dade Community College. Like many others, she 
was granted a suspension of deportation last year. That relief was withdrawn. The immigration law of 
1996, which makes it harder to get suspensions, retroactively applied to her.

That act has had "perverse impact on all fronts," said Sen. Spencer Abraham, the Michigan Republican 
who heads the Senate Judiciary' Committee's subcommittee on immigration.



Said Graliam: "Today, Alexandra Charles' future in the United States looks grim."

Graham was joined by several others who spoke on behalf of the legislation, including Miami Auxiliary 
Bishop Thomas Wenski; Grover Joseph Rees, former general counsel of the INS; Miraan Sa of Amnesty 
International; ^id Reps. John Conyers, D-Mich., and Ileana Ros-Lehtinen and Lincoln Diaz-Balart, both 
Miami Republicans. Diaz-Balart, who introduced legislation giving relief to Cubans and Nicaraguans, 
and Ros-Lehtinen are co-sponsoring Meek's bill.

"Brutal practices were once a standard part of the life of everyday Haitians," Ros-Lehtinen said. '' Such 
violations of human rights are continuing."

Said Diaz-Balart: '' Common sense as well as justice dictates that these Haitians should not be 
penalized."

Conyers said the INS promises to review all court cases related to Haitians.

Miami-Dade Mayor .Alex Penelas told tlie panel he strongly supports the bipartisan legislation tliat will 
secure equitable treatment for one of the county's largest immigrant groups.

"Haitians are very much part of our community," he said.

The immigration law revision Clinton signed last month granted amnesty to Nicaraguans and Cubans 
here since the end of 1995, allowing them to apply for permanent residency. Salvadorans and 
Guatemalans who applied for asylum on or before April 1, 1990, would be considered for a suspension 
of deportation under less-stringent rules that precede the immigration law of 1996. The same exceptions 
were made for victims of Europe's Cold War who entered the United States before the end of 1990 or 
applied for asylum before the end of 1991.

The authority Clinton is expecting to exercise on behalf of Haitians in the next 10 days has been used in 
a few cases; Salvadorans in 1992, Chinese students after the Tiananmen Square massacre of 1989 and 
Kuwaitis after the Persian Gulf War.

Clinton's action would affect Haitians covered under Graham's bill. They fled from the military regime 
that was ousted when an American-led peacekeeping force entered Haiti in September 1994,

Administration sources say Clinton could let Attorney General Janet Reno undertake the executive 
action called " prosecutorial discretion." Reno, as ultimate head of the INS could send a directive to 
deport other immigrants before Haitians on the argument that corrective legislation is expected.

He also could use something called "Deferred Enforced Departure," basically putting some of the 
Haitian deportations on hold, saying they conflict with U S. foreign policy goals.

"The [Clinton] administration has made a commitment to finding an administrative temporary solution 
pending a legislative fix - and we want to be fair," said Justice Department spokeswoman Carole 
Florman.'' We think that certain Haitians deserve equal treatment to the other groups who gained some 
relief in the last immigration bill, and we are all working toward that goal. But, at this point, nothing has 
been decided."

Herald staff writer Carol Rosenberg contributed to this report.

E-mail us at feedback&M'raldcom with your comments or questions.
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The Miami Herald is protected by the copyright Icnvs of the United States.
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or repurposing of any copyright-protected material.
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About 2,000 people rally on Haitians' immigration status 
Associated Press 
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02/09/98
(Copyright 1998. The Associated Press. All Rights Reserved)

MIAMI (AP) _ About 2,000 people rallied Monday in front of the 
Immigration and Naturalization building to urge better treatment of 
Haitian refugees.

With shouts of "Anmesty Yes, Deportation No!" members of Haitian 
community groups protested and pleaded for congressional leaders to 
pass the Haitian Refugee Immigration Fairness Act.

The bill, HR30-33, would allow residency, work permits and 
citizenship for Haitians who arrived in the United States before Jan.
1, 1996, said Jacques Despinosse, president of the Haitian American 
Democratic Club.

Although there is more than one bill for Haitian refugees being 
proposed in Congress, HR30-33 is the best one said Despinosse.

He also said it is time for the U.S. government to give Haitians 
what most Cuban and Nicaraguan refugees already have.

"We want the same treatment for Haitians as Nicaraguans and 
Cubans," Despinosse said. "INS needs to stop dragging their feet and 
give work permits and review cases."

Lobbying the bill in Congress may be difficult because of the 
limited amount of money available to Haitian groups, he said.

"It's going to be an uphill battle," he said. "We know that. All 
we're asking for is fairness."

Despite a directive from President Clinton preventing the 
deportation of 40,000 Haitians, immigration judges were still going 
ahead with deportation hearings last month.
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Haitians’ immigration status may be 

political Pandora’s box for officials
By Sean Scully
TMfc »«SH»IQTON TIMES

Congress soon will return to a 
politically touchy question left im- 
answered in the 1996 immigration 
law — whether to allow tens of 
thousands of Haitian refugees to 
stay in the United States.

The Haitians, along with Hon­
durans, were left out of last year’s 
sweeping amnesty granted to 
Nicaraguan and Cuban refugees, 
exempting them from the tough 
deportation rules created in 1996. 
Also la^ year. Congress granted a 
partial reprieve to EU Salvadorans 
and Guatemalans, but left all other 
groups subject to the new rules.

“This is a fair country, we 
shouldn’t have a double standard,” 
said Rep. Cairie P. Meek, Florida 
Democrat and leader of the effort 
to bring Haitians and others under 
the amnesty.

But there is a formidable force 
standing in the Haitians’ path: 
Rep. Lamar Smith, Tbxas Republi­
can and chairman of the immigra­
tion and claims subcommittee of 
the House Judiciary Committee.

Mr. Smith grud^gly accepted 
the amnesty for Nicaraguans and 
Cubans but is in no mood to accept 
further exemptions.

“The Haitians have been treated 
very generously by the immigra­
tion law,” a committee spokesman 
said. Historically, as a percentage 
of the nation’s population, more 
people from Haiti have been ad­
mitted to the United States as ref­
ugees than from any other country, 
he said.

Although not a high-profile is­
sue with the public, the debate 
over the Haitians threatens to ex­
pose some raw spots in Congress.

While they are reluctant to say 
so too forcefully — for fear of jeop- 
ardizing their chance of expanding 
the amnesty — black legislators 
complain that the Haitians are be­
ing mistreated because they are 
black.

“I would like not to think that 
anything is racial in this colorblind 
society we are being asked to live

J':
^ep. Lamar Smith

in,” said Rep. Melvin Watt, North 
C^lina Democrat, the ranking 
Democrat on the immigration and 
claims subcommittee, “but I 
haven’t been able tp find any ra- 

. tional basis for the distinctions that 
are being made."

About 95 percent of Haib’s 6.6 
millinn residents are black. Cuba 
and most Central American na­
tions have relatively few blacks, 
generally eucund 10 percent, al­
though about half of Cuba^ pop­
ulation is radally mixed.

Mr. Smith and supporters of the 
amnesty for Nicaraguans and Cu­
bans say those refugees are a spe­
cial case: They were fleeing Com­
munist regimes and sometimes 
were even active in fighting the 
Communists.

“It was a consideration of the 
circumstances, not anything racial 
or anything political,” one Repub­
lican staff member said.

But if it isn’t racial, it may be 
political.

Since the 1960s, 90 percent of 
black voters have supported Dem­
ocrats. RepubUcans, meanwhile, 
fear they are losing support in the 
large Hispanic community be­

cause of their stands on immigra­
tion.

Therefore, some congressional 
staff say, the Republican-con­
trolled Congress would see little 
advantage in admitting the black 
Haitians, who could eventually ap­
ply to beoime voting citizens. And 
by helping the Central Americans, 
the GOP could shore up support 
among Hispanics.

Siicb demographic calculations 
on the part of Republicans may be 
‘^ust an unintended consequence” 
of pragmatic politics, one Demo­
cratic aide said.

Last year’s amnesty allows 
Nicaraguans and Cubans who 
lived in the United States before 
December 1995 to remain as legal 
residents. It allows Salvadorans, 
Guatemalans and citizens of Eiast- 
ern European nations who were in 
the United States by late 1991 to be 
treated under the older, more leni­
ent refugee rules.

Ith not clear how many Haitians 
would be covered by an amnesty. 
The INS estimates tiiere are as 
many as 40,000 Haitian refiigees in 
tile United States, although it ad­
mits the estimate is loose at best. 
Mr. Smithls office says there could 
be 200,000.

An estimated 300,000 Cubaiu 
and Nicaraguans were covered by 
last year’s amnesty.

The fate of the Haitian amnesty 
is uncertain. There seems to be bi-, 
partisan support for it in the Sen­
ate, where Sen. Spencer Abraham, 
Michigan Republican and chair­
man of the immigration subcom­
mittee, favors Democrat-spon­
sored bills that extend the amnesty 
beyond just Nicaraguans and Cu­
bans.

“My feeling was that all these 
groups should have been treated 
the same way," he said, ^though he 
firmly rejected the notion that the 
difference was based on race.

In the House, the fate is less 
clear. The key ivill be Speaker 
Newt Gingrich, Georgia RepubU- 
can, and Minority Leader Dick Ar­
mey, Tfexas Repubhcan, who have 
yet to speak out on the matter.
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GOP leaders urge protecting Haitians

Carrie Meek, D-Miami, said ii may be hardef 
^ I? ^ ^ 997, when she tried unsuc*'

cttsfully to include Haxlians in a relief measure covering other 
rerugees, - - ^

Nicaraguan AiJliuslincnt and Central Anxer^ 
lean Relief Act, refugees from Cuba, Nicaxagua, S Salvador,- 
S^^cmah and some Eastern European oountnes who have been 
m the United Stales since Dec. 1,1995, may apply for pennancrit 
residency.

The same pfotocaons should be ofleted to Haitians, who 
nave from the same government repression, said Rep*llcana^I^tineo, R-MiamL

. Historically, Haiti has endured authoritarian regimes and 
tomoil, characterized by widespread violence,” she 

inhabitants of this island were inhumanelyImtised,' 
tonn^ted, persecuted and even muidered.” :,,,

w Mcefc said the best opportunity to help Haitian refuRces
£?IS ^ ^ House rebuffed her bid to*

mdadc theft m the bill protecting Cubans and Ccntnl Ameri­
cans.Frank Shm, execuUve director of the National Immigia^

backers wfll try to build motM^ tm^imshugit through theSenatc firsts b>
both Sens, Bob Graham, D-FIa., and Connie Mack, R-Fla.
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Haitian Refiigees Rally for Equality
At Capitol, Protesters Say Laws Favor Cubans, Nicaraguans

mamsmmm

By Pamela Constable 
V^ashington Post Staff Vriter

Nearly 2,000 Haitian immi­
grants and refugees from Miami,
New York and Boston rallied 
yesterday on the U5. Capitol 
steps demanding “equal treat­
ment" with Cuban and Nicara­
guan refugees, who were granted 
permanent residency in the Unit­
ed States under a law passed in 
November.

“The message is simple... we 
can’t have green cards for Cu­
bans, hncaraguans and other Cen­
tral Americans without amnesty 
foxHaitians,“ Rep. Carrie P.
Meek (Mia.) fadd the citjwd.
Medc has introdooed fegUaticm 
to grant residency to an Haitians 
who entered the (Med staHn; 
beforeJan.1,19^,-; ; ,

The protes^ .who bcdater- 
oosly chanted in Hsdtian Cre^ 
hxduded refugees who fled Haiti 
in flimsy boats after a 1991 mili- 
taiy coup and were detained by 
the U.S. Coast Guard at (joanta- 
namo Naval Base in Cnha. Many 
have been living in die United 
States under a tenqxnaiy amnes­
ty, but have littie chance of ob­
taining permanent residency.

“It seems that Congress has 
been treating Haitians difierentiy 
than others. I do not understand 
why,” said Abel Pierre, 47, a 
restaurant worker in Fbrt Lau­
derdale, Fla., who said he fled 
Haiti in 1992 after the army 
burned down his sister’s bouse 
and threatened other rdatives 
who had worked for democratic 
decdons.

Haitiansarenotflieoalyfefit- 
gee group that has oNnplained of 
unequal treatment

Nicaraguan Adjustment 
and Central American Relief Ad. 
which became law in November, 
granted permanent residency to 
hncaraguan and Cuban refugees 
who arrived by December 1,
1995, even if they entered the
United States illegally. But the ------------------ r—1
legislation gave only partial relief ^ Protesters Induded refugees who fled after h 1991 laStary coin and
to 250,000 mQgal immigrants Sw>. Carrie P. Meek, who offeieda t0| raddency to Haitians.-
from El Sal >r Guatemala :y a

.-'i,

. mp-



Tdisw Mauch 24.. ,558 AS

VOftStHM(aToM

by aUowing them toappeal depor­
tation orders under more lenient 
rules than current law allows. 
Those groups are still pressing 
for permanent legal amnesfy.

In December, ftesident din- 
ton used his executive authority 
to q>are as many as 20,000 Hai­
tian refugees from deportation 
Mmieyear.

V ' But Haitian advocacy groiq)s 
said that the gestme did not go 
far enou^ and that lade of con­
gressional support for full amnes-
F‘: <.. ------ -

?pPS:p

Jrwasa sign of radaldiscrimina- and powerful adver^^^i 
bonapu^Haiti^ ing Rep. Lamar & Smith. (R-

TTie Itoted States is a de- Tex.),>^headsaHou8eimmi- 
jnoaacy where there is supposed gration subcommittee. But a less 
to be equal treatment for all, not far-reaching bill to hdp a smaller
just for one group,” said Haitian number (^Haitians, sponsored by
native Mkhd Nestor, a retired Sen. Bob Graham (I>Fla.), has 
hospital worker and legal resi- “<>« backers and is scheduled for 
dent from New York, “Haitians d»cussion in a Senate immigra- 
nre hard wmkera and taxpayers, fn® subcommittee next week,
and they deservd something in- ^ lu ^yMiti^ some refiigees 
return.” . ' “^Hmiduras are seeking r^'ef

Meek’s bin has little support deportation, through Jegb- 
— lative proposals and lawsuits.

The Hondurans complain that 
although they, too, suffered dur­
ing Central American wars in the
1980s, they have been “left out” 
of recent efforts by Congress and 
Clinton to help refiigees.

Yesterday, some refugee ad- - 
vocates noted that git^ with 

^ anticommunist credential sudi
as those who ffed the leftist San-
dinista levdution in Nicaragua.
have been able to win more politi­
cal support here than th^ who
suffered under right-wing mili­
tary regimes, induding Haitians 
and&Jvadorans.

' Tt is a question of fairness and 
parity,” said Joce^ McCaDa, di- 
recta- ol the National Coalition
for Haitian Rights in NeW York, ■
who qtoke at the rally.

B«0. ,t U» 0,1111,1 to_«ge t, »M||d (ta iJSaio, 1^
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Haitians March on Washington; Demand Equal Treatment Under Immigration 
Law
William E. Gibson 
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03/24/98
Copyright (C) 1998 KRTBN Knight Ridder Tribune Business News; Source:
World Reporter (TM)

WASHINGTON--Mar. 24-Thousands of Haitians streamed to the steps of 
the Capitol on Monday to show their political muscle and shout for equal 
treatment under immigration law.

Hundreds endured a 22-hour bus trip from South Florida. Others flew, 
drove or rode buses from Boston, New York, Philadelphia and other 
cities.
Alarmed by turmoil in their homeland and angered by what they consider 

discrimination in this country, the demonstrators demanded that Congress 
create a general amnesty for those who fled Haiti before December 1995.
An estimated 100,000 Haitians are potentially subject to deportation 
unless Congress acts.

The immigration controversy has become a rallying point in the 
Haitian-American community, inspiring outbursts of pride and anger among 
established citizens, not just those who live in legal limbo.

"If the Haitian people do not receive equal treatment, which we 
believe we deserve, we who are citizens of the United States will vote 
out some of the congressmen," said Jean Renelus of Fort Lauderdale, who 
organized the bus caravan from South Florida.

Many Democrats are pushing legislation to shelter Haitians from 
deportation. Some Republicans, particularly from Florida, have lent 
their support.

"It's not a political strategy, it just happens to be the right thing 
to do," said A1 Cardenas, vice chairman of the Florida Republican Party, 
who came to Washington last month along with other Republicans to call 
for "fair treatment of Haitian refugees."
The immediate question is what to do about the legal status of those 

who fled poverty and oppression in Haiti in the months before a U.S. 
military intervention restored democratic rule.

Haitians watched in fhistration last year when Congress bypassed their 
pleEis and enacted a law that granted legal residence to Nicaraguan 
immigrants who had fled the leftist Sandinista regime. That law also 
allowed thousands of Guatemalans and Salvadorans to remain in this 
country while they pursued legal status.

Haitians claim they should be given the same treatment.

Source: Knight-Ridder Tribune Business News - KRTBN, March 24, 1998



The Senate Judiciary Committee will consider a bill next month that 
would allow about 40,000 Haitians -- including many taken to the U.S. 
military base at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba — to remain in the United States 
legally while seeking asylum. The bill is sponsored by Florida Sens. Bob 
Graham, a Democrat, and Connie Mack, a Republican.

More sweeping legislation has been proposed by Rep. Carrie Meek, 
D-Miami, that would give legal status to as many as 100,000 Haitians, 
including hundreds of children who arrived without parents.

"I don't have any high hopes that the House will pass a bill that will 
help Haitians," Meek said on Monday. "But the Senate bill has a chance 
to get on the floor and be passed. And then we can try to amend it to 
help the children and others who are falling through the cracks."

Standing in formable opposition is Rep. Lamar Smith, R-Texas, chairman 
of the House Immigration Subcommittee. Smith contends that Haitians have 
been treated fairly ~ that they are not in the same category as the 
Central Americans and should return home now that democracy is 
restored.

"Haitians have been treated better than almost any other group seeking 
admission," Smith's spokesman, Allen Kay, said on Monday. "The 
Guantanamo Haitians, the ones picked up at sea, were given almost 
unprecedented opportunity to come to the U.S., to have their asylum 
applications processed and granted opportunities to work."

Demonstrators disputed that assessment, claiming that Haitians have 
been denied work permits and other rights because of their uncertain 
legeil status. Sending people back to turbulent Haiti is not an 
acceptable option, they said.

"People are being killed on the street (in Haiti) every day," said 
Reynold Geslin, case manager of the Haitian Center in West Palm Beach. 
"When it comes to security, please, let's not fool ourselves. We know 
better than that. There's no security."

Visit the Sun-Sentinel on the World Wide Web at http;
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Source: Knight-Ridder Tribune Business News - KRTBN, March 24, 1998
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HAITIANS AND their supporters seeking amnesty for about 10,000 
Haitian refugees facing possible deportation plan to undertake 
letter-writing campaigns, hold face-to-face meetings with politicians 
and make other efforts to follow up last week's march in Washington.

Last Monday's march called on Congress to grant amnesty for 
Haitians who face possible deportation under newly enacted U.S. 
immigration laws.

"We will be writing elected officials, and politicians will be 
lobbied," said Marie Cerat of the Brooklyn-based Haitian Women for 
Haitian Refugees. She was one of the many protesters who traveled to 
Washington by bus. Marchers, who trekked from as far away as Florida 
and Boston, gathered at the steps of the Capitol seeking equal 
treatment for Haitian refugees.

Last year, the U.S. granted legal residence to Nicaraguan 
immigrants and allowed thousands of Guatemalans and Salvadorans to 
remain in this country while they pursued legal status. Haitians are 
seeking similar amnesty measures.

For information on the effort, call the National Coalition for 
Haitian Rights at (212) 337-0005, Ext. 16. or the Haitian Centers 
Council at (718) 855-7275.

Grenada's New 'Home'
Grenada's Mission to the United Nations, the Grenada Consulate and 

the Grenada Board of Tourism have a new home: 800 Second Ave.
Phone and fax numbers will remain the same. To contact the UN 

mission or the consulate, call (212) 599-0301. Fax: (212) 599-1540..
The Tourism Board can be reached at (212) 687-9554.

Gospel Musical
"Christ Put a Spell on Paul," a musical about the transformation, 

travels and teachings of Paul the Disciple, comes to Manhattan on 
Friday and Saturday.

"I wanted to illustrate the writings of Paul from Acts through 
Titus to show the total transformation of Paul from being a murderer 
to one chosen by God to implant the teachings of good news and God's 
omnipotent power," said playwright Andre Daniel.

Source; New York Daily News, March 29, 1998
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Gephardt supports Haitians, Hondurans
By YVES COLON
Herald Staff Writer

Missouri Rep. Dick Gephardt became one of Little Haiti's favorite sons 
Thursday.

The most povv^erful Democrat in the House of Representatives, Gephardt 
brought renewed hope to Haitians and Central Americans when he pledged to 
co-sponsor two bills that would settle the status of these immigrants in this 
country.

The measures, introduced by Miami Rep. Carrie Meek, Gephardt's host at the 
Vision to Victory Hall rally, seek equal treatment for Haitians and Hondurans 
who were left out of legislation that awarded permanent residency to 
Nicaraguans and Cubans who came to this country before December 1995.

"1 really want to get it done," said Gephardt, the House Minority Leader and a 
likely challenger to Vice President A1 Gore's candidacy for president "If all 
fails, we'll ask for more time, but I don't want to ask for more time. I really 
want to get it done this year."

Gephardt's aimouncement that he supports their cause drew loud cheers and a 
standing ovation from the crowd of about 500 people who had gathered in the 
hall, which is affiliated with New Birth Baptist Church.

Meek, a champion of the Haitians' cause in Washington, told them she brought 
Gephardt to her district to build on the momentum created last week when 
several thousand Haitians rallied in Washington in support of her bill.

"I came here to say one thing," Meek said. "You need help in Washington. 
We're going to get amnesty for Haitians, and when we get it, we're going to 
get it for Hondurans."

Meek's bill, which has been stuck in committee since last December, looked as 
if it stood little chance of making it far along in the legislative process until 
Gephardt vowed to put his name on it

Sen. Bob Graham, D-Fla., has introduced a companion bill that will come to 
the Senate floor in coming weeks.

Cheryl Little of the Florida Immigrant Advocacy Center said she has been 
lobbying Graham to expand his bill, which would grant residency to about 
10,000 Haitians who either filed for asylum or were paroled into this country 
before the end of 1995. Little said Graham's bill would leave out a large 
number of Haitian children who were not paroled in or never applied for 
asylum.

Meek's bill would cover about 40,000 refogees, including those children.
Thanks to Gephardt's sponsorship, that bill stands a better chance of making it. 
Little said.

"He can bring along a lot of votes," she said. "That's crucial for any hope that 
Carrie's bill will pass in the House."
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Grant
Haitians

permanent
residency

rry he PUCfHT of the Haitian 
I community in Florida has 
A always been of special con­

cern to the Roman Catnolic bish­
ops of Florida. We pray that the 
Florida congressional delegation 
will act to right the injustice done 
to those who fled their island 
home, suffering from persecution, 
to seek safety and protection in the 
United States.

Wc ask for compassionate and 
(list treatment for our Haitian 
brothets a.'id sisters, just as when 
Congress moved last year to cor­
rect — through the Nicaraguan 
Adiastmeiit and Central American 
Relief Act — the wrongs that our 
system inflicted on Nicaraguans 
and others.

Like the Haitians among us, the 
Nicaraguans and Cubans covered 
by that bill were w'elcomcd to our 
shores following policies set by 
the federal government. At the 
time of the debate on that Nicara­
guan relief act, we pleaded along 
with our brother bi.shops of the 
United States that Haitians ho 
richtly included. They were not. 
but Congress has an opportunity to 
correct this

Welcome the refugees
We were heartened when, on 

April 23. a bipartisan maiority of 
ihe Senate Judiciary Committee 
approved the Haitian Fairness Act. 
which would grant peimancnt-resi- 
dent Status to some 40,000 Hai- 
lians m the United States, includ­
ing unaccompanied, abandoned, 
and orphaned children Sens. Hob 
Graliam and Connie Mack have 
done much to support this bill, as 
have oihoi legislators, particularly 
those from South Florida, home to 
most Haitians in our midst W'e are 
urging suppC'tt from all in our coii- 
gicssM'iial delegation

This measure has wide support 
in the Greater Miami community. 
Nicaraguans. Cubans, Afric.an 
Americans. Republicans, and 
Democrats alike nave raised their 
voices in a call for relief for Hai­
tians. South Florida is a commu­
nity striving for the Gospel tradi­
tion, which lies at the heart of 
American society, of welcoming 
the refugees and strangers among 
us. It will be sad for our state and 
tragic for these people if Congress, 
does not act to remedy the injus­
tice that exists in singling out Hai­
tians.

We urge the Florida congres­
sional delegation to bring relief to 
the Haitian people. We trust and 
pray that it will see the justice of 
granting the same compassionate 
treatment to Haitians, as wisely 
has been done for others.

Catholic Bishops of Florida
John Clement Favalora

Archbishop of Muw\i.
John J. Snyder

Bishop of St. Augustine
John J. Nevins

Bishop of Venice
Norberl M. Dorsey
Bishop of Orlahdo

John H. Ricard
Bishop of Pensucola/Taliahassee

Robert N. Lynch
Bishop of St. Petersburg

Aguitin A. Roman
AuxUiarx' Bishop of Miami

Thomas G. Wenski
Auxiliary Bishop of Miami

Gilberto Fernander.
Auxiliarv Bishop of Miami
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THERE ARE SOME THINGS that Pierre, an electrical engineering 
student from Haiti, says he simply cannot comprehend.

Chief among them is why he and about 40,000 other Haitians have 
not been granted asylum, which would allow them to stay permanently 
in the United States and get on with their lives.

Pierre, who fears having his last name published, was among the 
thousands of Haitians who fled their country after President Jean- 
Bertrand Aristide was ousted in a military coup in 1991.

Many were detained at the Guantanamo Bay Naval Base in Cuba and 
from there, the majority were sent back to Haiti.

But the U.S. government decided that Pierre, who had actively 
campaigned for Aristide's election, would likely be persecuted if he 
were sent home, and classified him as a parolee. He was one of 
40.000 Haitians given that status to enter the U.S. and allowed to 
work and apply for asylum.

About 12,000 of the parolees are believed to be in the New York 
City area.

After passing strict immigration legislation in 1996, Congress 
last year approved a sweeping amnesty measure for about 150,000 
Nicaraguans and about 5,000 Cubans who entered the U.S. before Dec.
1, 1995.

Congress also eased residency requirements for about 200,000 
Salvadorans, 50,000 Guatemalans and an unknown number of residents 
from the former Soviet Union who entered the U.S. before 1990 or 
1991.

Haitians were not included in the legislation.
"The people from Salvador and other countries have been through 

the same thing we have been through and the Congress granted them 
amnesty," said Pierre, 32.

"I work hard to pay my rent, to pay my taxes like any good 
citizen," said Pierre. "I expect to get equal treatment, like anyone 
who tries to do his best. The kind of treatment we Haitians get is a 
double standard."

Pierre's application for asylum was denied in 1996.
Last December, President Clinton issued an e.xecutive order saying 

that Haitians paroled into the United States before 1996 or who 
applied for asylum before that year would not be deported for one 
year, giving Congress a chance to come up with additional 
legislation.

Soiirci:: l)ail\ News (New York). Auirust 12. I99S



Now the push is on among Haitian-Americans and the organizations 
that help Haitian refugees to get legislation that has been 
introduced in both houses of Congress passed before December.

Jocelyne Mayas of the Freedom Communication and Resource Centre in 
Queens Village said her group was lobbying legislators in New York,
New Jersey, Illinois, Florida and Pennsylvania "wherever there are 
Haitians."

"It's a question of pushing the different members of Congress to 
press for the bills to pass," said Francois Pierre-Louis, executive 
director of the Community Action Project, a coalition of churches and 
community groups based in Flatbush.

That group was part of a 40-bus caravan from New York City to 
Washington last March to lobby in behalf of the Haitians.

"We want to keep this issue alive," said Ninaj Raoul, a co-founder 
of Haitian Women for Haitian Refugees, based in Crown Heights.

"In 1994, when Aristide went back to Haiti, the Justice Department 
decided that Haitians didn't need asylum. But there was still a lot 
of violence," Raoul said.

Ronald Aubourg of the Haitian Center's Council in downtown 
Brooklyn said the legislation is sorely needed because Haiti remains 
unstable.

"The prime minister resigned 11 months ago and parliament has not 
confirmed another," he said. "We are without a government."

Aubourg said that the Haitians who came here after Aristide was 
ousted had established roots in the United States.

"It would be genocide if Congress decides not to act and sends the 
people back. To what?" Aubourg asked.

ATTORNEY VIRGIL WIEBE of Interfaith Community Services, based in 
Manhattan, said the lobbying effort under way is giving Haitian 
parolees a close look at the American system of politics.

"They will see a system that's different from where they came 
from," said Wiebe. "It was a system they were aspiring to.

"Hopefully, we can give them a taste of a system that is 
responsive to needs, argument and persuasion."
Caption; KEN MURRAY DAILY NEWS WORKING for cause of Haitian 
refugees are ( from I.) Nicole Payen, Ninaj Raoul and Lexiuste 
Cajuste.
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Subject: Column in yesterday's San Antonio Express

Rep. Lamar Smith's 'twisted campaign'
by Rick Casey, Sunday, July 12, 1998, San Antonio Express-News

Congressman Lamar Smith was surprised Friday when I called to ask him 
questions about a proposed law designed to help Haitian immigrants.

"I didn't think there were many Haitians in San Antonio," he said.

Maybe we San Antonians shouldn't care about Haitians, since they are 
nearly as rare as Martians here.

I actually remember a bold front-page headline that ran about 20 years 
ago in the woolier days of the defunct San Antonio News.

"Haitians Spotted on 1-35," it screamed.

But there are people in the nation who do care about Haitians, and they 
are very upset with Rep. Smith these days.

’’ake these first two paragraphs from the lead editorial in the Miami 
lerald on Thursday:

"Propagandists well know that the more something is repeated, the more 
people believe that it's true - regardless of the facts. No one knows 
this better than U.S. Rep. Lamar Smith, R-Texas, who has perfected this 
art.

"'Haitians have been treated better by the United States than refugees 
from almost any other nation,' Mr. Smith has repeated incessantly since 
last year. Like a catchy tag line, this patently false assertion has 
heralded his twisted campaign to torpedo legislation that would grant 
legal status to Haitian refugees."

At issue is a bill that would give to about 40,000 Haitian refugees who 
have been here since before 1996 what was given to about 150,000 
Nicaraguan refugees last year, as well as to other Central American 
refugees - permanent residence status.

The bill has already passed a Senate subcommittee, but it has gone 
nowhere in the House. The reason: Smith, as chairman of the House 
Subcommittee on Immigration, refuses to schedule hearings.

Both the Nicaraguans and Haitians fled during civil wars. Most of the 
Haitians took to leaky boats in the wake of the ouster of democratically 
elected President Jean-Bertrand Aristide in 1991.

For years, military and para- military gangs enforced a reign of terror 
against those who were perceived as having supported Aristide. Thousands 
were killed. Beatings and rape were common tools of repression.

Haitians became so desperate that tens of thousands fled to the high 
seas in whatever they could find that would float. The vast majority 
were intercepted by the U.S. Coast Guard and returned to Haiti.

Some, like thousands of Cuban refugees, were taken to the U.S. base at 
Guantanamo, Cuba. Nearly all of the Cubans were allowed in the United



States. Most of the Haitians were sent back.

About 11,000, however, were found in preliminary screenings to have 
credible claims for political asylum. These are among the 40,000 who 
would benefit from the proposed legislation.

One of these was sent back due to a clerical error in 1992. Omann 
Desagnes hid successfully for two years. Then he was arrested outside 
his home and taken to a police station. His mutilated body was found two 
days later.

Most of the Haitians have settled in Florida, where there is wide 
bipartisan support for the legislation. Both U.S. senators from Florida, 
one a Democrat and the other a Republican, support the bill. So do a 
number of Republican congressmen from Florida, including the 
Cuban-American who sponsored last year's law providing permanent 
residency for Nicaraguans who were here before 1996.

Smith suggests that the support is due to local political concerns in 
Florida. But the support is much more widespread. The Senate 
subcommittee passed it on a voice vote, but only three of 10 Republicans 
and none of seven Democrats indicated opposition.

Nor is the Miami Herald alone among newspapers supporting the bill. 
Others include the Washington Post, the New York Times and the 
conservative Chicago Tribune, which concluded, "To forcibly repatriate 
these Haitians would benefit no one."

Smith said Friday there is "strong opposition in the House to singling 
out a special group when they've been treated so well."

Others say the bill would pass easily if Smith would only let it out of 
committee. But Smith says he has no intention of scheduling hearings.

If Smith is right, then his arguments should prevail through an open 
process. Let him schedule hearings and allow the full House and Senate 
to exercise their judgment.

Forty thousand Haitians who started new lives here years ago should not 
be uprooted from their jobs, families and friends because one man from 
San Antonio says so.

To leave a message for Rick Casey, call ExpressLine at 554-0500 and 
punch 4407, or e-mail rcasey@express-news.net.



Bill to aid
Haitians 

clears a 

hurdle
By YVES COLON
Herald Siafi Writer

Legislation to improve Haitian 
refugees’ legal standing tn h s 
country cleared a major hurd e 
this week and faces a final test this 
fall when a joint committee from 
both chambers of Congress takes
“Vh? Ha'iuan Refugee Immigra­
tion Fairness Act, which 
Bivc permanent residency to about 
40 000 Haitian immigrants m 
Florida and other parts of the 
country, is riding on the coattails 
of a S30 billion appropriations bii 
to fund (he Treasury Department 
and the U S. Postal Service.

Legislation to aid Haitian immi­
grants has never gone this far in 
Congress, but advocates say hey 
will delay celebrations until thej 
succccdi“We’re in a good posture, but it 
ain’t a done deal." said Steve For­
ester. an attorney who serves as 
coordinator of the Equal Treat­
ment Coalition, which consists of
the leaders of Haitian. African- 
American and Hispanic organiza­
tions. “Wc’rc still a long way from
victory." . ,Forester is keeping h'S . °pt'- 
mism in check because the bill has 
several more I’^^rdlcs to clear 
before it becomes law. The Senate 
IS still considering other 
mcnis to the larger appropria ions 
bill and is working out severa dis­
putes in that bill that are unrelated
to the Haitians' fate.

Once the bill gets approved — 
likely after the Senate returns 
from recess in September — it will 
eo to a conference committee, 
which will resolve differences 
between the House and Senate

the House committee, the 
bill will find a longtime champion 
of Haitians; Carrie Meek.

Meek, the Miami Democrat 
whose district ihcludcs Liu c 
Haiti, introduced a bill earlier this

Miami Herald, July 31, 1998

Bill that would help Haitian 

refugees clears major hurdle
HAITIANS. FROM 1B
illegally. Her bill never made it 
out of the House’s immigration 
committee, chaired by Rep. 
Lamar Smith of Texas.

Smith has been vocal in opposi- 
iion to granting relief to Haitian 
refugees but won’t be on the con­
ference committee.

The measure — supported by 
Florida Sens. Bob Graham, a 
Democrat, and Connie Mack, a 
Republican — will adjust the 
immigration status of Haitians 
who escaped violence and oppres­
sion m Haiti and who had been 
living in the United States before 
1996. Most of those Haitians fled 
their country after a military 
regime seized power from demo­
cratically elected President Jean- 
Bertrand Aristide. Many refugees 
ended up at the U.S. Naval Base at 
Guantanamo Bay in Cuba and 
were ultimately allowed to immi- 
grate 10 the United States.

Meek said she will try to per­
suade the six Republicans and two 
Democrats on that committee to 
take the Senate’s position.

•Tm sure it’s going to be very 
hard," Meek said. "Everything 
we’ve done here concerning Hai­
tians and irnmigralion has been a 
struggle. I’m just hoping the 
majority of the conferees will 
agree with me."

Graham's bill would affect 
about 40.000 refugees; most live 
in South Florida.

Anxiety about the fate of those 
refugees bad been mounting m 
Miami’s Haitian community smee 
last year and ocaked after Meek s

bill failed. During the past year, 
protesters in Miami and Washing­
ton have held several demonstra­
tions in front of Congress 

One safety valve for Haitian 
immigrants has been President 
Clinton’s directive that prevents 
for a vear the deportation of those 
40,000 Haitians paroled into this 
country or who have applied for 
asylum before December 199S. 
That directive runs out in Decem­
berPresident Clinton has indicated 
that he would support legislative 
protection for Haitians.

The issue of fairness tor Hai­
tians boiled over after Meek and 
other members of the Congres­
sional Black Caucus unsuccess­
fully souglit to include Haitians m 
a measure masterminded last ses­
sion by Rep. Lincoln Diaz-Balan. 
R.Miami. That act gave green 
cards to 153,000 Nicaraguans and 
Cubans and spared other Central 
Americans from deportation.

Haitian advocates argued that 
they ought to be entitled to protec­
tion from deportation, t^.

Some advocates still Hnd fauu 
with Graham’s bill, which they 
complain docs not take into con 
sideration the case of thousands oi 
Haitian children, who were either 
born in the United States or grev 
up in this country. Sending thos>' 
children to Haiti would amount to 
sending them to their deaths; they

Nonetheless, said Marlene BU'" 
lien of Fanm nan \fiam.’.
a grass-roots organization, Grr 
ham’s bill is an important step la 
the right direction.



HAITIANS DEMONSTRATE AGAINST IMMIGRATION DISCRIMINATION 

IMMIGRANTS - The Seattle Times (SETL) STORY 107

NEWS
HAITIANS DEMONSTRATE AGAINST IMMIGRATION DISCRIMINATION 
WILLIAM E. GIBSON 
SUN-SENTINEL, SOUTH FLORIDA 
1748 Characters 

03/24/98 
(Copyright 1998)

WASHINGTON - Thousands of Haitians streamed to the steps of the 
U.S. Capitol today to show their political muscle and shout for 
equal treatment under immigration law.

Alarmed by turmoil in their homeland and angered by what they 
consider discrimination in this country, the demonstrators demanded 
that Congress create a general amnesty for those who fled Haiti 
before December 1995. An estimated 100,000 Haitians are potentially 
subject to deportation unless Congress acts.

The immigration controversy has become a rallying point in the 
Haitian-American community, inspiring pride and anger among 
established citizens, not just those who live in legal limbo.

"If the Haitian people do not receive equal treatment, which we 
believe we deserve, we who are citizens of the United States will 
vote out some of the congressmen," said Jean Renelus of Fort 
Lauderdale, Fla.

Haitians watched in frustration last year when Congress bypassed 
their pleas and enacted a law that granted legal residence to 
Nicaraguan immigrants who had fled the leftist Sandinista regime.
That law also allowed thousands of Guatemalans and Salvadorans to 
remain in this country.

Haitians claim they should be given the same treatment.
The Senate Judiciary Committee will consider a bill next month 

that would allow about 40,000 Haitians to remain in the United 
States legally while seeking asylum. The bill is sponsored by 
Florida Sens. Bob Graham, a Democrat, and Connie Mack, a Republican.

ENTER A STORY NUMBER, OR PRESS (RETURN) TO RETURN TO THE HEADLINES.

Source: Seattle Times, March 24, 1998



Clinton Presidential Records 

Digital Records Marker

This is not a presidential record. This is used as an administrative 

marker by the William J. Clinton Presidential Library Staff.

This marker identifies the place of a tabbed divider. Given our 

digitization capabilities, we are sometimes unable to adequately 

scan such dividers. The title from the original document is
indicated below.

Divider Title: 6



Editorial Boards Support Fair Treatment of Haitian
Refugees

In 1997, Congress passed legislation to provide relief from deportation for some Central American, Cuban, and 
Eastern European immigrants whose status in the United States was called into question by overly-restrictive 
provisions of the 1996 immigration law. The legislation, however, failed to include any form of assistance for 
Haitian refugees who also fled civil wars, persecution, and political strife in their homeland. Disappointed and 
indignant at this clear disparity of treatment based on nationality rather than circumstances, editorial boards 
continue to voice their support for the fair treatment of Haitian refugees in America. On December 23, 1997 
President Clinton used his executive authority to direct the Attorney General and the Immigration and 
Naturalization Service to defer the deportation of Haitian refugees for one year. In the meantime, “The Haitian 
Refugee and Immigration Fairness Act" has been introduced in both the House of Representatives and the Senate 
to provide permanent relief for these deserving refugees. The legislation passed the Senate Judiciary Committee 
by voice vote, and identical language has passed the Senate as an amendment to the Treasury/Postal 
appropriations bill (HR 4104).

Los Angeles Times
“Last year, Congress granted asylum to 150,000 Nicaraguans who fled the Central American wars of the 1980s, 
and it gave more than 5,000 anti-Castro Cubans eligibility for permanent residence. But 30,000 to 40,000 
Haitians who are seeking asylum have been excluded. That is unfair. To remedy this, an impressive array of 
senators. Democrats and Republicans alike, co-sponsored a bill known as the Haitian Refugee Immigration 
Fairness Act. ... The provisions of pro-Haitian Senate Bill 1504...have been attached to the Senate’s version of 
the Treasury-postal appropriations bill. When the bill goes to conference committee in early September, the 
measure with the Haitian asylum provisions should pass.” (“Equality on Haitians' Asylum,” August 27, 1998)

Arizona Daily Star
“There’s no logical reason why Congress would have granted 150,000 Nicaraguans and 5,000 Cubans legal 
permanent residency last year, but excluded the Haitians. The Immigration Fairness Act would fix the error. 
The Senate has already amended another bill, the Treasury-Postal appropriations bill, to included this Haitians 
provision. ... Arizona’s Rep. Jim Kolbe serves on a conference committee that will hear the proposed bill in 
September. AS an Arizona congressman, Kolbe knows well the hardships that refugees from Latin America have 
endured, including those fleeing persecution. He could put in words of support for moving this measure along so 
the full Congress can consider it. It’s time to straighten out this... ."(“Justice for Haitians,” August 25, 1998)

Minneapolis-St. Paul Star Tribune
“To leave 40,000 people worried and uncertain about their future, let alone force them to uproot their families 
and return to Haiti, would be to pile inhumane, discriminatory treatment by Congress on top all else these people 
have faced. One ill-informed Texas congressman should not be allowed to inflict that much hardship on that 
many people. If Smith refuses to budge on this issue. House Speaker Newt Gingrich should budge him.” 
(“U.S. should let Haitians stay,” August 3, 1998)

San Antonio Express-News
“The Republican chairman of the House immigration subcommittee [Rep. Lamar Smith] has bottlenecked 
legislation that would give amnesty to more than 50,000 Haitian refugees in this country, a measure that has 
bipartisan support. A similar bill last year granted relief to Nicaraguans, Salvadorans and Guatemalans who, like 
the Haitians, fled civil strife. Smith has made a good case for consistent immigration laws that don’t change with 
the political winds. But laws should not be so inflexible that humanitarian concerns cannot be considered. 
Further, a precedent was set last year by giving amnesty to the Central Americans. To turn back the Haitians 
now would be unconscionable. The refugees face a precarious return to their homeland. ... Smith should step 
aside and let the entire Congress decide the fate of these refugees. If lawmakers don’t approve relief, so be it. 
But strangling the refugees’ future should not singularly be Smith’s call, nor on his conscience.” (“Smith alone 
holds fate of refugees,” July 20, 1998)
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The Miami Herald
“The U.S. record on Haitian immigrants speaks shamefully for itself. Haitians repeatedly have been singled out 
for interdiction and forcible return. ... Less than 40 working days remain before Oct. 9, the date that Congress 
has scheduled for adjournment. Without immigration relief by then, these Haitians, many with U.S.-born 
children, could be deported after President Clinton’s “shield” expires on Dec. 23.” (“In Search of Champions; For 
Haitian Immigrants Mired in Legislative Limbo, Critical Immigration Relief will Die Unless Pushed,” July 9, 1998)

The Washington Post
“...there is powerful reason to offer legal permanent residence to all of these displaced people [Haitians covered 
by pending legislation] who were legally admitted or who applied for asylum by 1995—no one is talking open 
borders. The Haitians among them fled hardship and terror, conditions that persist. Some 11,000 of them were 
admitted through the American base in Guantanamo in a screening that sent twice as many back to Haiti for 
failing to prove they had a credible fear of persecution there. The Central Americans avoided the rigors of 
individual screening; they were treated as a class.” (“For Haitians, Too,” March 29,1998)

New York Times
“President Clinton’s decision to shield thousands of Haitian refugees from immediate deportation gives them the 
protections that Congress recently granted to refugees from Central America. Congress left the Haitians out last 
month when it corrected overly stringent provisions in the 1996 immigration act that made it much harder for 
Central Americans who had fled civil wars to fight deportation even though many had lived in this country for 
years. ... But Congress ignored the plight of thousands of Haitian refugees. By invoking authority to exempt 
some 20,000 Haitians who have sought asylum from deportation for at least a year, Mr. Clinton corrects that 
error. Congress should use that time to enact legislation to eliminate inequalities toward the Haitians.” (“Fair 
Treatment for Haitians.” December 23, 1997)

Chicago Tribune
“Congress urgently needs to make one more revision to correct a grossly unjust omission that denies Haitian 
refugees the same protections and benefits extended to other immigrants from the Caribbean and Central 
America. ... Everyone except the 40,000 Haitians who were pointedly, and unjustly, excluded from this amnesty. 
Parallel bills moving through the Senate and House, and enjoying bipartisan support, would correct this situation 
and deserve prompt approval. They would make permanent a one-year delay in deportations ordered by 
President Clinton last Christmas. ... To forcibly repatriate these Haitians would benefit no one. The refugees 
have settled in the U.S., and many have bought property and formed families here. Politically and economically, 
Haiti remains a basket case.” (“Haitians Deserve Equal Opportunity,” May 16, 1998)

The Miami Herald
“We celebrate with those Nicaraguans, Salvadorans and Guatemalans. ... The joy for them, however, puts in 
sharp contrast those immigrants who still will face harsh, unjust treatment - because of what this Congress has 
failed to fix, and even worsened. Most glaring in this community, the legislation wrongfully excluded Haitians. 
They, too, fled human-rights abuses and civil strife.” (“Relief for Immigrants: Congress Grants Central Americans Deserved 
Relief. Now It Should Treat Haitians Similarly,” November 17, 1997)

St. Petersburg Times, Florida
“Thousands of Haitians fled to this country to escape the violence of Haiti’s 1991 military coup that installed 
Gen. Raoul Cedras in power. It is true that the threat to those refugees diminished after American-led 
peacekeepers arrived and former President Jean-Bertrand Aristide was returned to office. However, those 
refugees should not be forced to leave while their claims for permanent residency are under review. For some, 
deporting them means taking them from U.S.-born spouses and children, from jobs and from communities in 
which they have lived for years.” (“A Reprieve for Haitian Immigrants,” December 25, 1997)
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Buffalo News, New York
“Congress was wrong last year to make Haitians second-class refugees when it refused to include them in a list 
of foreigners exempted from tough new deportation laws. ... The peace in Haiti remains fragile. ... Sending 
thousands of refugees back into such an atmosphere co.uld be more than Haiti could stand right now. It would 
wreck all that has been accomplished and derail any hopes for permanent, democratic stability there. Clinton 
was right to act, both for the refugees and for the tiny nation. In addition, his one-year reprieve gives Congress 
time to rethink its discriminatory treatment of Haitian refugees and a chance to permanently remedy a legislative 
wrong.” (“Clinton Rightly Spares Haitian Refugees,” December 26, 1997)

Miami Times
“The Haitians have the support of the Congressional Black Caucus, including both Blacks in Congress from 
South Florida, Reps. Alcee Hastings and Carrie Meek. They no doubt also have the strong support of all 
Americans who embrace justice.” (“Bias towards Haitians," November 6, 1997)

The Star-Ledger, Newark, New Jersey
“Enforcing tougher immigration policies is fine if it is done in an even-handed manner. Certainly the Haitians fit 
the standards for exemption set by lawmakers.” (“Haitian Shuffle,” January 3, 1998)

Prepared by the National Immigration Forum, (202) 544-0004, September 8, 1998
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* Rep. Lamar Smitli (R-Texas) misleads your readers when he stales that 
"Haitians have been treated better by the United States than refugees from 
almost any other nation" (letter. Sept. 1). This is historically false.
Haitian refugees have experienced the harshest immigration measures devised 
by the United States. In 1981, the Reagan administration launched the 
Haitian Migrant Interdiction Operation, an unprecedented policy to prevent 
Haitian refugees from reaching U.S. shores by posting Coast Guard cutters 
on the high seas near Haitian territorial waters. Between 1981 and 1991, 
only six Haitians out of more than 23,000 intercepted by the Coast Guard 
were given the opportunity to seek asylum in the U.S. The rest were 
returned to Haiti.

When President Jean-Bertrand Aristide was overthrown in a military 
coup in September 1991, thousands more tried to seek protection abroad 
from the Haitian military's wrath. They were intercepted and returned.
When the U.S. was forced by a judge's injunction to set up refugee camps 
in Guantanamo, three out of four Haitians interviewed for "credible fear" 
determinations were rejected and returned to Haiti. The National 
Coalition for Haitian Rights was deeply involved in the legal and 
political battles of that sad period. Gains that were made on beltalf of 
Haitians resulted from winning some of these battles, not from a generous 
asylum policy.

Finally, let us note that the 200,000 Haitians admitted as legal 
permanent residents did so through normal channels, in accordance with 
the immigration laws and regulations.

Haitians are not seeking a general amnesty. They are demanding that 
refugees and orphaned children be treated the same as Nicaraguans. This 
is the essential remedy that Congress is being asked to provide. It's 
feasible and it's the right thing to do.

JOCELYN McCALLA 
Executive Director, NCHR 
New York

FN I ER A S l'ORY NUMBER, OR PRESS (RE TURN) TO RETURN 10 EHE HEADLINES.



"Newsday" 
September 8,1998

EDITORIAL / Don't Leave Haitian Refugees Out in the

granted permanent-resident status to
groups of refugees who fled human-rights crises in their homelands only 
fnd r^,bureacratic purgatory here. Last year, for example, Nicaraguans

residency and Salvadorans, Guatemalans and
mies eSbefor™ 996

Left oiu complelely were 40,000 Haitians who sought asylum here after 
1991 when their country s democratically elected government was

gl7„gTh™"SesZci“"®^"
This is not a case of indiscriminately opening the country's borders to all 
comers. An amendment attached to a Senate appropriations bill is 
narrowly tailored to help two groups of Haitians: Those who applied for

??? screened by immigration officials
at the U.S. Naval Base at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, and found to have a 
credible fear of persecution.

Similar legislation has been blocked in the House. Members of the 
committee that will reconcile House and Senate versions of the 
appropriations bill - including Rep. Michael Forbes (R-N.Y.) - should 
make sure that Haitian immigration relief is included.

Haitians covered by the amendment fled persecution by paramilitary death 
squads that, in cahoots with the military junta running the country, 
wantonly beat, raped, mutilated and murdered thousands. The United 
States and the United Nations forced the junta from power in 1994 but 
Haiti remains volatile. After a visit in April, Secretary of State Madeleine 
Albright said it is a country without a government.

None of the Haitians being considered for residency is in this country 
illegally. They've played by the rules. Still, they face almost certain 
deportation. Congress should act now so they can get on with their new 
lives.



Haitians deserve equal opportunity
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Rather than a dorinitive solution to the thicket of problems and disparities in U.S. immigration policy^
lelf Congress passed in 1996 ha^s

t. elf proved to be a work in progress. It has already 
been amended a half-dozen times, ^
tourgently needs to make one more revision 
to correct a grossly unjust omission that denies Hai- 
tian refugees the same protections and benefits
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Congress approved an amendjuent that 
effectively grandfathered under the old la ,v every­
one—Nicaraguans, Salvadorans, Guatema ans and

Paralle bms moving through the Senate and House
sSuatSn^iilH support, would correct this
miifi « ^ deserve prompt approval. Thi y would

® one-year delay In deportations order^ bjr Presldent Clinton last Christmas
repatriate the^altians would benefit 
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cally elected, but fragmented a
similarly catatonic. The return of tens of thousands of Haitians to this volatile stew

WOU d .so VP nnfhJnfT ____ uif-Lue Slew

ticlG in September 1991-and the subTequen?mllltaJ^ ca‘se" p7e^dent‘RpS"r a basket
reign of terror and an economic blockade by the calW elected but ® domocratl-
J.S.-thousands of desperate Haitians took to the high ment The Prnnnii f^T n^, ^nfeent. govem- 
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Afier several years, all these groups of refugees 
h'radually began to apply for permanent visas—until 
retroactive provisions in the 1996 reform act made 
that practically impossible.

the U.S.
thJ*?^ justifiable amendments to
the 1996 immigration reform act. This one iy narttm-

Haitians and tiie United 
States. Congress should approve it at once.
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Justice for Haitians
Congress stands on the verge of committing inhumane, discriminatory 
treatment of about 40,000 Haitian immigrants because one congressman, a 
South Texas Republican, won’t allow a reasonable remedy even to be 
heard.

When Congress passed an immigration reform bill in 1996, it made 
permanent residency nearly impossible to win for several immigrant 
groups, including Haitians. They could have faced mass deportations even 
though they were already well settled in the United States.

Then when Congress took corrective action in 1997, it gave amnesty to 
groups such as Central Americans - but not for Haitians. Once again, 
they face deportation.

Now there’s a new effort called the Haitian Refugee Immigration Fairness 
Act that would fix this oversight for those who arrived before 1996. It 
would give them amnesty just as the other groups enjoy. A Senate bill to 
offer equal treatment has wide bipartisan support, but Rep. Lamar Smith, 
chairman of the House immigration subcommittee, refuses to hear the 
claim. Haitians, opined Smith, have generally gotten better immigration 
treatment than people from most other countries.

He is seriously misinformed. In fact, Haitians have suffered more 
aggressive interdiction as they try to reach U.S. shores and stronger 
efforts to repatriate them to Haiti than other immigrant groups. Like 
other immigrant groups that have been here for years, they have jobs and 
community ties where they’re raising their families. And they pay their 
taxes like other immigrants and citizens.

During the 1980s, when the Duvalier regime reigned in Haiti, very few 
Haitians managed to register asylum claims because they were being 
interdicted and forcibly returned to Haiti. In that decade, they had the 
lowest asylum approval rate of any nationality, 1.8 percent. At the same 
time, Soviet asylum approvals were 74.5 percent.

There’s no logical reason why Congress would have granted 150,000 
Nicaraguans and 5,000 Cubans legal permanent residency last year, but 
excluded the Haitians. The Immigration Fairness Act would fix the error.

The Senate has already amended another bill, the Treasury-Postal 
appropriations bill, to include this Haitian provision. But what’s 
holding it up in the House is Smith’s refusal to let it be heard.



Arizona’s Rep. Jim Kolbe serves on a conference committee that will hear 
the proposed bill in September. As an Arizona congressman, Kolbe knows 
well the hardships that refugees from Latin America have endured, 
including those fleeing persecution. He could put in words of support 
for moving this measure along so the full Congress can consider it.

It’s time to straighten out this injustice and move the bill along past 
an obstructive congressman.
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Our perspective

Haitians
U.S. should fix mistake, let them stay
In the three years following the 1991 

overthrow of Haiti’s elected Aristide 
government, hundreds of thousands of 
Haitians attempted to flee their poor 
and repressive island home. Many 
were stopped at sea by U.S. authorities 
and eventually returned to Haiti. 
About 40,000 were allowed to continue 
on to the United States, where they 
joined hundreds of thousands of simi- 
r safety-seekers from Central Amer­

ica and Eastern Europe. All but the 
Haitians are being allowed to stay in 
the United States as permanent resi­
dents. That discriminatory treatment 
needs to be rectified, soon.

When Congress passed an impor­
tant immigration reform bill in 1996, it 
made permanent residency almost im­
possible to obtain — not only by the 
Haitians, but also by the Guatemalans, 
Salvadorans, Cubans, Nicaraguans and 
Eastern Europeans. Without corrective 
legislation, mass deportations ap­
peared likely of people who had put 
down solid, constructive roots in 
American society. To avert that horror 
show. Congress in 1997 passed legisla­
tion allowing these long-term visitors 
to stay — all but the Haitians.

Almost everyone, of every political 
stripe, now recognizes that was a bad 
legislative mistake. With strong sup­
port from the religious community 
and from members of Congress repre­
senting Florida, where most of the 
Haitians live, legislation has been in- 
•’’oduced to rectih' that mistake. The

II would e.xtend to the 40,000 Hai- 
<ans who arrived before 1996 the 

same permanent-resident status 
granted last yi-ar to the others.

There's just (me irrnhlem, and his 
name is Hejr. Lamar Smith. R-Te.xas,

chairman of the House immigration 
subcommittee. Smith refuses to hear 
the bill, claiming that Haitians have 
generally gotten better immigration 
treatment than people from most oth­
er countries — a claim egregiously 
upside down. Would-be Haitian immi­
grants, whether those fleeing persecu­
tion or those seeking a better life, ac­
tually have been subjected to a more 
energetic interdiction and repatriation 
effort than residents of any other 
country. Sometimes there have been 
good reasons for that U.S. behavior — 
such as discouraging others from risk­
ing and often losing their lives at sea 
— but in no way can Haitians accu­
rately be characterized as "favored” by 
U.S. immigration policy.

Late last year, President Clinton is­
sued an e.xecutive order postponing 
for a year any deportation of these 
unfortunate Haitians. His action was 
intended to give Congress time to pass 
the corrective legislation. Unfortunate­
ly, action on that bill has stalled, pri­
marily because of Smith. Unless Con­
gress passes the bill before the end of 
the legislative year in October, it’s pos­
sible that some of the Haitians could 
face deportation proceedings late this 
year.

10 leave 40,000 people worried and 
uncertain about their future, let alone 
force them to uproot their families and 
return to Haiti, would be to pile inhu­
mane. discriminatory treatrnent by 
Congress on toji of all else these peo- 
ple have faced. One ill-informed Texas 
congressman should not be allowed to 
innict that much hardship on that 
many jreople. If Smith refuses to 
budge (m this issue. House Speaker 
Newt (lingrich should budge him.

^ 2' 
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Editorial, San Antonio Express-News, Friday, July 17, 1998

Smith alone holds fate of refugees

Haiti is thousands of miles away from South Texas. But one local man 
holds the fate of many Haitians in his hands: U.S. Rep. Lamar Smith.

The Republican chairman of the House immigration subcommittee has 
bottlenecked legislation that would give amnesty to more than 50,000 
Haitian refugees in this country, a measure that has bipartisan support.

A similar bill last year granted relief to Nicaraguans, Salvadorans and 
Guatemalans who, like the Haitians, fled civil strife.

Smith has made a good case for consistent immigration laws that don't 
change with the political winds.

But laws should not be so inflexible that humanitarian concerns cannot 
be considered. Further, a precedent was set last year by giving amnesty 
to the Central Americans. To turn back the Haitians now would be 
unconscionable.

The refugees face a precarious return to their homeland.

Haiti held democratic elections in 1995 and is being propped up by U.S. 
aid, but to suggest that stability has been restored would be stretching 
reality.

Amnesty International says Haiti's human rights record remains poor. Its 
government is on shaky ground and, some argue, would further be 
destabilized economically by the refugees' return. Haitian expatriates 
reportedly send $500 million a year back home to their families.

Forcing their return will also divide families that have made new lives 
in America. Many Haitians now have children who are U.S. citizens.

President Clinton last December gave the Haitians a one-year reprieve, 
but more than six months of that time is up. Congress will adjourn in 
early October.

Smith should step aside and let the entire Congress decide the fate of 
these refugees. If lawmakers don't approve relief, so be it. But 
strangling the refugees' future should not singularly be Smith's call,nor on his 
conscience.
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In search of champions
ropagandists well 
know that the 

X more something 
is repeated, the more 
people believe that it’s 
true — regardless of 
the facts. No one 
knows this better than 
U.S. Rep. Lamar 
Smith, R-Texas, who 
has perfected this ait.

“Haitians have been treated better by 
the United States than refugees from 
almost any other nation,” Mr. Smith has 
repeated incessantly since last year. Like 
a catchy tag line, this patently false 
assertion has heralded his twisted cam­
paign to torpedo legislation that would 
grant legal status to Haitian refugees.

The U.S. record on Haitian immi­
grants speaks shamefully for itself. Hai­
tians repeatedly have been singled out 
for interdiction and forcible return.

Indeed, between 1981 and 1991, INS 
shipboard screeners allowed only 28 
Haitians, out of some 25,000 inter­
dicted, into the United States to pursue 
asylum claims. Among those who did

FOR HAITIAN IMMIGRANTS
Mired in le^sladve 

limbo, critical 
immigration relief will 

die unless pushed.

ida, directly returning 
them to the land of 
their oppression with­
out allowing them to 
ask for asylum.

Perhaps it is a testa­
ment to Mr. Smith's 
power of persuasion 
that Haitian immigra­
tion-relief legislation 

now sadly is stalled in Congress. That’s 
despite determined efforts by U.S. Rep. 
Carrie Meek, D-Miami, last year to sal- 
vMc Haitian relief from legislation that 
offered legal status to Central Ameri­
cans; despite one-year protection that 
President Clinton said would ‘‘shield 
these Haitians from deportation while 
we work with Congress to provide them 
long-term legislative relief; ’ and despite 
the deft support of Sen. Spencer Abra­
ham, R-Mich. Thanks to that effort, the 
Senate Judiciary Committee approved a 
bill that would ^ant green cards to some 
50,000 Haitians who arrived in the 
United States before 1996.

Time is no friend, either. Less than 40 
remain before Oct. 9, the_________ ____________ working days

manage to file claims during the 1980s, a date that Congress has scheduled for 
time of political terror in Haiti, only 1.8 adjournment. Without immigration 
percent were granted asylum — the low- relief by then, these Haitians, many with 
cst approval rale of any nationality. U.S.-born children, could be deported 
Most egregiously, between 1992 and after President Clinton’s “shield” 
1994, the United Stales began to inter- expires on Dec. 23. 
diet Haitians even within U.S. territorial Haitian refugees need champions m 
waters, some within view of South Flor- Congress, and they need them now.
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For Haitians, Too
T HE UNITED States has long given 

sanctuary to people fleeing wv, revolu­
tion or persecution in th^ own coun­

tries. But there has been an a^erisk on the 
American pertnmance. In the last haUkenhny, 
most <rf those benefiting have come from Coi^ 
nnmistruled countries. American law and policy 
have failed to ofEer amilar ocanfort to people who 
may be no less vulneraUe to repression but v<dK> 
hai^en not to live uiKler onmnwinfam: Thfa is 
how some 30,000 or 40,000 Haitians come to be 
in an unhaiqjy American Umbo now.

Oose to a million Cubans and hundreds of
thniLsands nf fV>nfral Amprirans hawp
vH^ence and political strife in the Caribbean and 
Central America for a new life in the United 
States. Among those unsettled, only arrivals frtnn 
hflcaragua and Cuba now enjoy permanent 
residence—the one formerly and the other still 
Marxist-ruled. Salvadorans and Guatemalans, 
frxnn countries once cau^t in revolutionary 
turn^ at least can deportations. But 
Haitians are without access to classification as 
either immigrants or refugees. Their (qiportunity

to sedc such status was actually reduced by 
Congress in 1996. A recent presidential directive 
spares them d^rtation for only a

Criminals a^ special cases aside, there is 
powerful reason to offer 1^ permanent resi- 
denoe to all of these diqrlaoed people who were 
l^ally admitted or who s^li^ for asylum by 
1^5—no <xie is talking opm bordos. The 
Haitians anxmg them fled hardship and terror, 
omditkms that persist Some 11,000 of them 
were admitted throu^ the American base in 
Guantanamo in a screening tiiat sent twice as 
many back to Haiti for failing to prove they had a 
credible fear of persecution th^ Ibe Central 
Americans avoided tiie rigors of individual 
screening; they were treated as a class.

An Alexis de TocqueviOe Institution study 
notes that the Haitians have been well received in 
Florida, have put down roots and send home 
valuable remittances. Much the same could be 
said of the Central Americans. Far from being 
deported or kept in painful su^)oise, they should 
be welcomed for the contribution they are 
already making to their new country.
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Haitians deserve equity
Florida’s U^. Sens. 

Bob Graham, Demo­
crat, and Connie

-----------of the 40,000 Haitiitians

f its he South Flor- I 
li' ida Haitians 

who rode in 
; seveh buses to Wash- 

ingtonTD.C, to stage a 
luqc^time rally on the 
cafHtol steps Monday
oSteurUfcf'rtw arc asking Congress to affected by the Piwidrat’s directive Ms. 
give ihcm hope for a future in the ooun- Meek thinks th^ hw biU Im no chance, 
Where they work, pay taxes, and have bulge’s counting on the Senate.

children, some for a decade. The Graham-Mack measure would
.. ...................... ed, asking —------------

for green 
or to seek- 
Congfess

opeaea inai ooor lor uousiuids of C>n- ui^uw*, .
trM-Americans who in the 1980s fled Under old immigration they
cdtttnunism and civil strife. Conpess might have b^ able to apply for au- SSfoded Haitians, to the dismay of U.S. zenship after hving here sev« ytm No 
RcD Carrie Meek, D-Miami. more; Congress switched the rules on

’ Decemberl997 President Qlnton them and other ali^ thanks to a perva- 
^d a directive that previ^ts for a sivc new anti-immigrant mood.
'the deportation of about 40,000 Deporting long-time Haitian rcsi- 

uans who cither have Ij^n paroled dents could cripple Haiti, al^dy 
?mis country or.wbo applied for asy- impoverished and pohtically unstoblc. 

luin'before 1996, while Congress worked Haitians here send up to $500 miUion to 
on the issue. That Was welcome but left Haiti yearly, aidina its economy. It s 
out about 100,000 Haitians who lack nonsense — from humane and dipk>-
r^ar immigration status, says Ms. made so rnwy
l^k. She has introduced a bm that who call the United Statm home a fair
.would grant amnesty to all Haitians. chance to make that sentiment legal.



IMMIGRANTS - The Star-Ledger Newark, NJ (NSL) STORY 185
EDITORIAL 
Haitian shuffle 
1785 Characters 

01/03/98
(Copyright Newark Morning Ledger Co., 1998)

Haiti is an issue that America can’t shake.
Though our effort to restore democracy there a few years ago once appeared successful, Haiti has 

become a recurring headache. And the issue is once again pitting President Clinton against the 
Republican- led Congress.

Clinton has used his executive authority to grant up to 40,000 Haitians refuge in the United States 
for another year.

Clinton said the Haitians should be treated like Central Americans who escaped civil wars in their 
homelands and have been permitted by Congress to stay.

Sending thousands of Haitians home at this time would destabilize an already weak democratically 
elected government, which could cause a new flood of refugees to seek asylum in America, Clinton 
said. The action applies to Haitians admitted to Guantanamo Bay Naval Base in Cuba following the 
1991 overthrow of Haitian President Jean- Bertrand Aristide, those who reached U.S. shores and 
were permitted to remain and those who applied for asylum before the end of 1995. Haitians were 
omitted from legislation exempting hundreds of thousands of refugees from civil wars in Nicaragua 
and El Salvador from deportation rules under the strict 1996 immigration law. The legal revisions 
signed by Clinton in November also granted amnesty to Nicaraguans and Cubans who have been in 
America since Dec. 1, 1995, and allowed them to apply for status as legal permanent residents.

Enforcing tougher immigration policies is fine if it is done in an even-handed manner. Certainly the 
Haitians fit the standards for exemption set by lawmakers.



C6 Si\iMV.nici.:\im.;n28.1997

AN INDEPENDENT NEWSPAPER

Haitians in the Queue
P»pon Sa"'*‘*.'**™' help create the
A ■mjiBTrtonreformlaw.'niislimetheiS" draocnUK Mi that is the best saf^
ed beneflomes are Haitian immigrants TTieh- So"Haitian migrants,
sponsors m Congress and in the adeSTco^u hirfif

President Clinton to lift for a ra,5t order tempo­
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Buffalo News (BFNW)

EDITORIAL PAGE
CLINTON RIGHTLY SPARES HAITIAN REFUGEES
2476 Characters 
12/26/97 
(Copyright 1997)

Congress was wrong last year to make Haitians second-class refiigees when it refused to 
include them in a list of foreigners exempted from tough new deportation laws.

Now lawmakers will have a chance to reconsider, at no peril to the affected Haitians, 
thanks to President Clinton's issuance this week of a directive that delays any such deportations 
for up to a year.

The presidential directive puts Haitian refugees on a par with those from other war-tom 
nations, like Nicaragua and El Salvador, who were exempted from a stem 1996 immigration 
reform law because they'd fled civil wars.

But Congress turned a deaf ear to pleas for similar treatment for Haitians, who also fled a 
bmtal dictatorship that took over and instituted a reign of terror in 1991.

That regime remained in power for three years, murdering and torturing Haitians in a 
coup so bloody that a U.S. intervention force had to restore the democratically elected 
government in 1994.

Many Haitians fled for their lives in the interval, coming here in ships and rafts, just as 
refugees from other war-ravaged areas did.

Now they deserve to have their cases treated the same as those of other refugees.
But even more important than the fate of the 20,000 to 40,000 Haitians who might be 

covered under the directive is the fate of the country itself.
The peace in Haiti remains fragile. U.S and U.N. forces gave democracy a chance to take 

hold, but Haiti's politicians have been disappointingly slow to grasp it. The government has been 
paralyzed by internal divisions and indecision. The police force has yet to be fully trained by 
international experts. Many of those responsible for atrocities remain in Haiti, despite the forced 
departure of the coup leaders. And the U.N. peacekeeping force pulled out earlier this month.

Sending thousands of refugees back into such an atmosphere could be more than Haiti 
could stand right now. It could wreck all that has been accomplished and derail any hopes for 
permanent, democratic stability there.

Clinton was right to act, both for the refugees and for the tiny nation. In addition, his one- 
year reprieve gives Congress time to rethink its discriminatory treatment of Haitian refugees and 
a chance to permanently remedy a legislative wrong.



St. Petersburg Times (STPT)

EDITORIAL
A reprieve for Haitian immigrants 
Series: EDITORIALS 
2990 Characters 
12/25/97
(Copyright 1997)

In the last days of this year's congressional session, hundreds of thousands of immigrants 
were granted exemptions from deportations that were part of the harsh immigration law passed in 
1996. Cubans, Salvadorans, Nicaraguans, Guatemalans and some Eastern Europeans were given 
the opportunity to remain in the United States while their permanent residency and political 
asylum claims were considered. One group was conspicuously absent from that reprieve:
Haitians.

That unfortunate omission was partly rectified Tuesday by President Clinton. The 
president used his executive authority to direct the attorney general and the Immigration and 
Naturalization Service to defer for one year the deportation of a group of Haitians who had filed 
for political asylum by Dec. 31, 1995, or had been screened through the refugee camp at 
Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, by that date. The order is expected to affect up to 40,(XX) people.

The move allows many Haitian immigrants to remain in the United States while Congress 
considers two bills that would give them even more permanency. The first, sponsored by 
Florida's two U.S. senators. Bob Graham and Connie Mack, would grant this same group of 
Haitians automatic permanent residency. The second, sponsored by U.S. Rep. Carrie Meek, D- 
Miami, would give permanent residency to any Haitian who arrived in the United States before 
Dec. 31, 1995. Meek's bill would affect an estimated 105,(XX) people.

Thousands of Haitians fled to this country to escape the violence of Haiti's 1991 military 
coup that installed Gen. Raoul Cedras in power. It is true that the threat to those refugees 
duninished after American-led peacekeepers arrived and former President Jean-Bertrand Aristide 
was returned to office. However, those refugees should not be forced to leave while their claims 
for permanent residency are under review. For some, deporting them means taking them from 
U.S.-bom spouses and children, from jobs and from the communities in which they have lived 
for years.

In issuing the order, the president noted that suspending the deportations would "help 
support a stable and democratic Haiti, which, in turn, is the best safeguard against a renewed 
flow of Haitian immigrants to the United States."

But there is a more in^)ortant symbolic reason for granting a suspension of deportation to 
40,000 Haitians. Leaving them out of the initial reprieve that focused primarily on Central 
American unmigrants gave the impression that light-skinned immigrants are more welcome than 
dark-skinned ones. With this action, the president, who has an avowed commitment to racial 
equality, has shown himself to be a leader in ensuring that our immigration laws are uniformly 
and fairly applied, regardless of color or national origin.
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Fair Treatment for Haitians
President Clinton’s decision to shield thousands I 

^ Hai^ refugees from immediate deportation 
,. , gives them the protections that Congress recently 

granted to refugees from Central America. Con­
gress left the HaiUans out last month when it 
corrected overfy stringent provisions in the 1996 
immigraUon act that made it much harder for 
Central Americans who had fled civil wars to light 
deportation even though many had lived in thU 

, country for years, niose harsh rules, which in- 
creas^ residency requirements from 7 to 10 years 
and eliminated hardship to the immigrants them­
selves as a basis to challenge deportation, could

have pushed out hundreds of thousands of refugees.
Coigress reversed some of those rules by grant- 

ing permanent residency to 150,000 Nicaraguans 
and 5,000 Cubans. It also allowed Salvadoran*; Gua­
temalans and Eastern Europeans to apply for per­
manent residency under more lenient pre-1996 
rul«. But Congress ignored the plight of thousands 
of Haitian refugees.

By invoking authority to exempt some 20,000 
Haitians who have sought asylum from deportation 
for at least a year. Mr. Clinton corrects that error. 
Congress should use the time to enact legislaUon to 
eliminate inequiUes toward the HaiUans.



"Miami Times"

November 6,1997

Bias towards Haitians
Haitian community in Miami and across the country 

I has been staging a series of demonstrations. Including 
1 a large rally in Washington, D.C., to protest being 

excluded from a proposed amendment to the immigration laws 
that would allow certain refugees to avoid deportaUon and 
pursue permanent legal residency. It is a cause that merits the 
full support of all who believe in fair play and justice.
The measure is Uie result of a move by President Bill Clinton 

to provide some relief to about 191,000 Salvadorans, 118,000 
Guatemalans and 21,000 Nicaraguans facing deportaUon 
under new immigration laws so they can stay in the country 
longer and make a case for legal permanent residency.
The proposed amendment does not, however, cover some 
18,000 HaiUans who fall into the exact same circumstance- 
and that is the cause for concern. U.S. Rep. Lincoln Diaz- 
Balart, who initiated legislative acUon, has explained tliat he- 
did not include Haitians becau.se that would have made the: 
amendment impossible to pass. Who says? is it now the order 
of things in the Republican-controlled Congress that once: 
something has to do with Haitians, it would be dead on arrivall 
on Capitol Hill? That may be the case, indeed, but a nationall 
lawmaker who is himself from a “minority" group ought to* 
have the cotiragc to stand on principle and win over his col­
leagues to his side.
In fact, the Senate has approved by 99-1 a change that wouldl 

cover the Haitians. That [)roposal came from both U.S.. 
Senators Ifom I'lorida. Mr. Hoi) Graham and Mr. Connie Mack,, 
as well as Massachusetts Sen. led l^cnnetly. llie House has,, 
however, not ap[)roved a similar cliangc.
The Haitians have tlic supixat of llie Congressional Black: 

Caucus, including Ijotli Blacks in (Mingrcss Irom S(jnthi 
Idorida. Reps, Alcce Hastings and Carrie Meek. I'liey no doiilrt 
also have tlie strong support of all Americans who einbnice 
justice. Our cominunily. whii li has known ils share ol injus­
tice aitd exchtsiotr. should also joitt with llicit Irrolhcrs aitd 
sisters Iroitt Haiti to seird a message to Wasliirrgton, D.C.. that 
their exclusioit will irot Ire acceirtable.
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GRAHAM (AND OTHERS) 
AMENDMENT NO. 3368

Mr. CAMRBEUL. (for Mr. Graham for 
Mr. Mack. Mr. Xemnedy. Mr. 

Moynihah. Mrs. Peinstein. Ms. 
Moseley-Braun. Mr. Kerry, and Mr. 
Durbin) propoaed an amendmoac co tne 
bill. S. 2312. supra; as follows:

At tde approprlaM place la tbe blU. laserc 
tbe foUowm^;

TITLE___—HAlTtAN REFUGEE
IMMIGRATION FAIRNESS ACT OF 1998 

SRC..OU SHORT-miE.
THIS title may o» cited as tbe “Haitiaa 

Refugee Immigration Fairness Act of 1968". 
SRC. __ OS. AD.IUSTMSNT OF STATUS OF CER.

TAIN HAITIAN NATIONALS.
(a) ADJUSTMENT OF STATUS.—
<1) Ls OSNERAL.—The scACua Of any alien 

described m subsection (b) shall be adjusted 
by tae Attorney General to that of an alien 
lawfully adsdcced for permanent residence. 
If the alien—

(A) applies for such adjustment before 
April 1. 2000; and

(^) is otherwise admissible to the United 
States for permanent residence, except that, 
in determining such admissibility, the 
grounds for inadmissibility speciSed in para­
graphs (4). (5). (SVA). iTMA), and (9)(B1 Of sec­
tion 212(a) of the Immigration and National­
ity Act shall not apply.

(2) RELATtONSKIP OF APPLICATION TO CER- 
TALN ORDERS.—An alien present in the United 
States who hae been ordered excluded, de­
ported, removed, or ordered to depart volun­
tarily from the United states uader any pro­
vision of the Immigration and Nationality 
Act may, notwithstanding such order, apply 
for adjustment of status under paragraph (1). 
Such an alien may not be required, as a con­
dition on submitting or granting such appll- 
cauon. to file a separate motion to reopen, 
reconsider, or vacate such order. If the A> 
corney General grants the appilcauon. the 
Attorney General shall cancel the order. If 
the Attorney General makes a final decision 
to deny the application, tne order shall be ef­
fective and enforceable to the same extent as 
if the application had not been made.

(b) .\L1EN3 EUOIBLE FOR .^DJUSTME^T OF 
STATUS.—The benefits provided by sub­
section (a) shall apply to any alien who is a 
national of Haiti who—

(1) was present in the United States on De­
cember 31. 199S, who—

(A) (lied for asylum before December 31, 
199S.

(8) was paroled Into the United Staten 
prior to December 3i, I99S. after having been 
Identified as having a credible fear of perse­
cution. or paroled for emergent reasons or 
reasons deemed strictly in the public inter­
est. or

(C) was a child (as deflned In the text above 
subparagraph (A) of section lOKbHl) of th« 
Immigration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 
U0l(b)(l» at the time of arrival In the 
United States and on December 31. 1996. and 
who—

(1) arrived In Che United Sutes without 
parents in the United Sutes and has re­
mained without parents in Che United Suces 
since such arrival.

(II) became orphaned subsequent to arrival 
In the United Sutes, or

(III) was abandoned by paranu or guard- 
isjts prior CO April 1. 1998 and baa remained 
abandoned since such abandonment; and

(2) has been physically present in the 
United Sutes for a continuous period begin­
ning not later than December 31, 1996. and 
ending not earlier than the date the applica­
tion for such adjustment is died, except that 
an alien shall not be considered to have 
tailed to maintain contlnnoos physical pres­
ence by reason of an absence, or absences, 
from Che United States for any period or pe­
riods amounting in the aggregate to not 
more than 180 days. '

(C) ST AT OP removal.—
(1) IN csNERAL.—The Attorney General 

shall provide by regulation for an alien who 
is snbject to a Hnal order of deporuuon or 
removal or exclusion to seek a suy of such 
order based on the Qllttg Of an appllcauon 
under subsecuon (a).

(2) DURINO certain PROCEEOlNOa.—Not 
withstanding any provision of the Immigra­
tion and Nationality Act. tne Attorney Gen­
eral shall not order any alien to be remove<l 
horn the United Suces, if the alien is in ex­
clusion. deporuuon. or removal proceedlhgit 
under any provision of such Act and has ap­
plied for adjustment of sutus under sub­
section (a), except where the Attorney G«a- 
eral has made a final determination to deny 
the appllcauon.

(3) WORK ADTXOR1ZATION.—The Attomei' 
(General .may auchortzs an alien who haa ap­
plied for amusement of sucua under sub­
secuon (a) to engage In employment in the 
United Sutes during the pendency of such 
applicauan and may provide the alien with 
an "employment authorized” endorsement 
or other appropriate docoment signifying au- 
thortzaUon of employment, except that if 
such appllcauon is pending for a period ex­
ceeding 180 days, and has not been denied, 
the Attorney i^oeral shall authorize sucli 
employment,

(d) ADJUSTMENT OF STATUS FOR SPOUSEli 
AND CBILDREN.-

(1) In CE.NERAL.—The sutus Of an alien 
Shall be adjusted by the Attorney General to 
that of an alien lawfully admitted for perma­
nent residence. If—

(A) the alien Is a national of Raltl;
(B) the alien is the spouse, child, or unmar­

ried son or daughter, of an alien whose au­
tos Is adjusted to that of an alien lawfully 
admitted for permanent residence under sub­
section (a), except that. In the case of such 
an unmarried son or daughter, the son or 
daughter shall be required to esublish that 
be or she has been physically present in the 
United Suces (or a conunuoua period begin­
ning not later than December 31. 1995. ami 
ending.not earlier chan the date the apptlca- 
Uoo for such adjustment is filed:

(C) the alien applies for such adjustment 
and is physically present in the United 
Sutes on Che date the application is filed; 
and

(D) the alien is otherwise admissible co th<) 
United Suus for permanent residence, ex­

cept that, in determining such admiss bility. 
the grounds for madmissioiiicy specified is 
paragraphs (4). (S). («)(A). <7HA). and (f )(B) of 
seeuon 212(a> of the Lmmlgratlon a.ic; Na- 
UonalJty Act shall not apply

(2) PROOF OF CONTINUOUS presencu.—For 
purposes of esubllshlng the period of contlr- 
uous physical presence referred to ir. para­
graph (1)(B), an alien shall .tot be conu Jered 
to nave failed to mainuin continuou.- pty?- 
ical presence by reason of an absence, cr ao- 
senees. from the Cniud sutes for any cericd 
or periods amounting in tte aggregate co act 
more chan 180 days.

(e) AVailabiuty of AP.vixtsTRATivE Re­
view.—The Attorney (3«neral shall provide 
to applicants for adjustment of sucuf uader 
subsection (a) the same right to. and proce­
dures tor. administrative review as a-e pro­
vided to—

(1) applicants for adjustment of status 
under section 24S of the Immigration e ad Na­
tionality Act; or

(2) aliens subject to removal procee-lings 
under section 240 of such Act.

if) LaiiTATio.v ON JUDICIAL REVIEW. -.4. de­
termination by the Attorney General js to 
whether the sutus of any alien should be ad­
justed under this section is final am; sha.; 
not be subject to review by any court.

(g) NO OFFSET IN number OF VISAS A VAIL­
ABLE.—When an alien is granted the status of 
having been lawfully admitted for perma­
nent resident pursuant to thla section, the 
Secretary of Suce shall not be requjred ta 
reduce the number of immigrant ;-Uraj a-a- 
thorized to be issued under any proviuon of 
the Immigration and Nationality Act.

(h) APPUCATION OF LMMICRaTTON .Al.r Na- 
TiONALmr ACT Provisions,—Except as other­
wise specifically providec In this title, tbe 
deflslilons contained in the ImmltTAti.ti 
and Nationality .Act shall apply in •. hj an- 
ministratioE of this section. Nothing con­
tained In this title shall be held to .-?peai, 
amend, alter, modlfi'. effect, or restr:c; the 
powers, duties, functions, or authority cf tie 
Attorney General :n the admmistratipr. am 
enforcement of such .Act or any other aw re­
lating to limnlgratlon, nationality, or .natu­
ralization. The fact that an alien may be eli­
gible to be granted the status of havltg been 
lawfully admitted for permanent ref.lceace 
under this section shall not preclude tte 
alien from seeking such stat-us und^ir any 
ocher provdslon of law for which the alien 
may be eligible.

(I) AOJVSTME.NT OF STATUS H.AS NO EFFECT
On Eligibility for Welf.are and ?;:bl:c 
Benefits.—No alien whose status has been 
adjusted la accordance with this sectuoii and 
who was not a qualified alien on the late of 
enactment of this -Act may. solely m the 
basis of such adjusted status, be con-.Mered 
to bo a qualified alien under section 4jl:b) of 
the Personal Responsibility aed Work Oppor- 
tunlty RecoaclllaUon .\ct of 1996 ;8 U.S.C. 
1641(b)). as amended by section 5302 of the 
Balanced Budget .Act of 1997 (Public Law 105- 
33; m Scat. 598). for purposes of dotermialig 
the alien’s ellglbUlcy for supplemenwl secu­
rity income beneOtS uader title XVI cf the 
Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1381 et ; eq.) er 
medical aasistance under title laCC < f such 
Act (42 U.S.C. 1396 ec seq.).

(J) PERIOD OF APPLIC.aBILITY.—Subjection 
(1) shall not apply after October 1. 2003
SEC.__ 03. COLLECTION OF DATA ON DFr.MNED

AgyLUM SEEKERS.
(a) Ln general—The .Attorney General 

shall regularly collect data on a naUen-wide 
basis with respect to asylum seekers ;n de- 
tenuon in the United States, including the 
following information;

(1) The number of detainees.
(2) An lde.htlfieailOh of the countrle; f ori­

gin Of the detainees.
(3) The percentage of each gender with'.r. 

tne total num.ber of detainees.
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(•») ni« number of detainees listed by each 

year of ajfe of the detainees.
(5) The location of each deuinee by deten. 

tlon facility.
(6) with respect CO each facility where de­

tainees are held, whether the facility Is also 
used CO detain criminals and whether any of 
the detainees are held in the same cells as 
criminals.

(7) The number and frequency of the trans­
fers of detainees between detenuon facili­
ties.

(8) The averagre length of detention and the 
number of detainees by caiegfory of the 
lanyih of detention.

(9) The rate of release from detention of de­
tainees for each district of the Immigration 
and Naturalization Service.

aO) A description of the disposition of 
cases.

(b) ANNfAL AEPORTS.—Beflanlns October 1. 
1998. and not later chan October 1 of each 
year thereafter, the Attorney General shall 
submit to Che Committee on the Judiciary of 
each House of Congress a report setting forth 
the data collected under subsection lai for 
the fiscal year ending September 30 of that 
year.

<c> AVAiLABryTY TO PfBUC.—Copies of Che 
data collected under subseetton (a) shall be 
.made available to members of the public 
upon request pursuant to such regulations as 
the Attorney General shall prescribe.
SIC.__ 04. COLLECTION OF DATA ON OTHER DE­

TAINED AUENS.
(a) Ls GK-NERAL.^The Attorney General 

shall regularly collect data on a nationwide 
basis on aliens being detained In the United 
States by the Immlgrauoa and Naturaliza­
tion Service other than the aliens described
In section___ 03. including the following in-
formation:

(1) The number of detainees who are crimi­
nal aliens and the number of detainees who 
are concrlmical aliens who are not seeicing 
asyl'ura.

(2) An Identification of the ages, gender, 
and countries of origin of detainees within 
each category described la paragraph a>.

(3) The types of facilities, whether facili­
ties of the Immigration and Naturalization 
Service or other Federal. State, or local fa­
cilities. In which each of the categories of 
detainees described in paragraph (1) are held.

(b) length of detention. Transfers, and 
DisFosmoNS-^Wiih respect to detainees 
who are criminal aliens and detainees who 
are noncrlmlnal aliens who are not seehlog 
asylum, the Attorney General shall also col­
lect data concerning—

(1) the number and frequency of transfers 
between detention facilities for each cat­
egory of detainee;

(2) the average length of detention of each 
category of detainee;

(3) for each category of detainee, the num­
ber of detainees who nave been detained for 
the same length of time. In 3-month incre­
ments;

(41 for sach category of detainee, the rate 
of release from detention for each district of 
the Immigration and Naturalization Service: 
and

(5) for each category of detainee, the dis­
position of detention, including whether de­
tention ended due to deportation, release on 
parole, or any other release.

(c) caiMLNAi. AUENS.—With respect to 
criminal aliens, the Attorney General shall 
also collect data concerning—

(1) the number of criminal aliens appre­
hended under the immigration laws and cot 
detained by the Attorney General: and

(2) a list of cr.mes committed by criminal 
aliens after the decision was made not to de­
tain them, to the extent this information 
can be derived by cross-checking the list of 
criminal aliens not detained with ocher data­
bases accessible to the Attorney General.

(d) Annual Reports.—Beginning on OctO’ 
ber 1, 1999. and not later than 0«ober 1 of 
each year thereafter, the Attorney General 
shall submit to the Committee on the Judici­
ary of each House of Congress a report set 
ting forth the data collected under sub­
sections (a), (b). and (C) for the fiscal yeai- 
ending September 30 of that year.

(e) availaaiuty to Public.—Copies of the 
dau collected under subsecuons (a), ib). and 
(c) shall be made available to members of the 
public upon request pursuant to such regula­
tions as the Attorney General shall pre­
scribe.

(c) For purposes of this section—
(1) the term “contraceptive drug or Cev;c<; ' 

means a drug or device intended for preven: 
ing pregnancy; and

(2) the term “outpatient oontratebtlvc 
services' means consultations. eEmi.uz. 
tions, procedures, and medical service i. pro­
vided on an outpatient basis and related to 
the use of contraceptive methods (inclcdlnc 
.latural family planning) to prevent .oreg- 
nancy.
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