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CLOTURE MOTION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under the previous order, pursuant to rule XXII, the Chair 
lays before the Senate the pending cloture motion, which the clerk will report.

The assistant legislative clerk read as follows:

Cloture Motion

We, the undersigned Senators, in accordance with the provisions of mle XXn of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby move to bring to a close debate on the pending 
first-degree amendment (No. 4177) to Calendar No. 490, S. 2045, a bill to amend the 
Immigration and Nationality Act with respect to H-IB non-immigrant aliens;

Trent Lott, Gordon Smith of Oregon, Judd Gregg, Wayne Allard, Conrad Bums, Craig 
Thomas, Rick Santorum, Thad Cochran, Bob Smith of New Hampshire, Spencer 
Abraham, Kay Bailey Hutchison, Connie Mack, George Voinovich, Larry Craig, James 
Inhofe, and Jeff Sessions.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is. Is it the sense of the Senate that debate on 
amendment No. 4177 to S. 2045, a bill to amend the Immigration and Nationality Act 
with respect to H-IB non-immigrant aliens, shall be brought to a close? The yeas and 
nays are required under the rule. The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk called the roll.

Mr. NICKLES. I announce that the Senator from Arizona (Mr. McCain) and the 
Senator from Wyoming (Mr. Thomas) are necessarily absent.

Mr. REID. I announce that the Senator from California (Mrs. Feinstein), the Senator 
from Connecticut (Mr. LiebeiTnan), and the Senator from Washington (Mrs. Murray) 
are necessarily absent.

I further announce that, if present and voting, the Senator from Washington (Mrs. 
Murray) would vote 'aye.'

The yeas and nays resulted-yeas 92, nays 3, as follows:

Rollcall Vote No. 260 Leg.



[Rollcall Vote No. 260 Leg.] 

YEAS-92

Abraham
Akaka
Allard
Ashcroft
Baucus
Bayh
Bennett
Biden
Bingaman
Bond
Boxer
Breaux
Brownback
Bryan
Banning
Bums
Byrd
Campbell
Chafee, L.
Cleland
Cochran
Collins
Conrad
Craig
Crapo
Daschle
DeWine
Dodd
Domenici
Dorgan
Durbin
Edwards
Enzi
Feingold
Fitzgerald
Frist
Gorton
Graham
Gramm
Grams
Grassley



Gregg
Hagel
Harkin
Hatch
Helms
Hutchinson
Hutchison
Inhofe
Inouye
Jeffords
Johnson
Kennedy
Kerrey
Kerry
Kohl
Kyi
Landrieu
Lautenberg
Leahy
Levin
Lincoln
Lott
Lugar
Mack
McConnell
Mikulski
Miller
Moynihan
Murkowski
Nickles
Reid
Robb
Roberts
Rockefeller
Roth
Santorum
Sarbanes
Schumer
Sessions
Shelby
Smith (NH)
Smith (OR)
Snowe
Specter
Stevens



NAYS-3

NOT VOTING-5

Thompson
Thurmond
Torricelli
Voinovich
Warner
Wyden

Rollings
Reed
Wellstone

Feinstein
Lieberman
McCain
Murray
Thomas

The PRESIDING OFFICER. On this vote the yeas are 92, the nays are 3. Three-fifths 
of the Senators duly chosen and sworn having voted in the affirmative, the motion is 
agreed to.

Mr. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, may I ask about the order and the unanimous 
consent that is pending?

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator now has 20 minutes.

Mr. MURKOWSKI. I thank the Chair.

UNANIMOUS CONSENT AGREEMENT-S. 2045 (Senate - September 28, 
2000)
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Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, with regard to the H-IB legislation, I now ask unanimous 
consent that notwithstanding rule XXII, following the previously ordered morning business 
speeches, the Senate resume consideration of S. 2045, the H-IB bill, and the following 
pending amendment Nos. 4214, 4216, and 4217, be withdrawn and the motion to



recommit be withdrawn in order to offer a managers' amendment containing cleared 
amendments limited to 5 minutes equally divided in the usual form.

I further ask consent that following the adoption of the managers' amendment, no further 
amendments be in order, and amendment No. 4177, as amended, be agreed to, the 
committee substitute, as amended, be agreed to, the bill be advanced to third reading, 
and final passage occur at 10 a.m. on Tuesday, without any intervening action or motion 
or debate, and that paragraph 4 of rule XII be waived. I further ask consent that the time 
between 9:30 and 10 a.m. on Tuesday be equally divided between the two managers for 
closing remarks.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there objection?

Without objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. LOTT. Let my just say, Mr. President, we have one additional part of this H-IB 
request we hope to be able to clear momentarily. But the interested parties are reviewing 
the language of the substitute. When we get that reviewed, then we will ask consent that 
the bill be laid aside until 9:30 a.m. on Tuesday and that the Senate proceed to the visa 
waiver bill. But we will clarify that in just one moment.

AMERICAN COMPETITIVENESS IN THE TWENTY-FIRST CENTURY 
ACT OF 2000—RESUMED (Senate - September 28, 2000)
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Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, on H-IB, I ask unanimous consent the Senate now 
resume S. 2045, the H-IB bill, and the managers' amendment be agreed to, which is at 
the desk, and all other provisions of the consent be in order.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without objection, it is so ordered.

The amendments (Nos. 4214, 4216 and 4217) were withdrawn.

The motion to recommit was withdrawn.

The amendment (No. 4275) was agreed to.

(The text of the amendment is printed in today's Record under 'Amendments 
Submitted.')

The amendment (No. 4177), as amended, was agreed to.



The committee substitute, as amended, was agreed to.

The bill (S. 2045), as amended, was ordered to a third reading and was read the third 
time.

Mr. HATCH. Mr. President, let me highlight our intent about how the Immigration and 
Naturalization Service (INS) should implement this legislation with respect to physicians 
who seek H-IB visas. The INS currently requires that each applicant for an H-IB visa 
who wishes to work as a physician must have passed the three parts of the United States 
Medical Licensing Examination (USMLE) and, if required by the state in which he or she 
will be practicing, be licensed. Due to the increased number of physicians who may work 
in the U.S. under H-IB visas with the passage of this legislation, it is even more important 
that the INS confirm successful completion of all parts of the USMLE each time an 
individual physician applies for, or seeks renewal of, an H-IB visa.

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, our Nation's economy is experiencing a time of 
unprecedented growth and prosperity. This strong economic growth can, in large 
measure, be traced to the vitality of the fast-growing high technology industry. Information 
technology, biotechnology and associated manufacturers have created more new jobs 
than any other part of the economy.

The rapid growth of the high-tech industry has made it the nation's third largest employer, 
with 4.8 million workers in high-tech related fields, working in jobs that pay 70 percent 
above average income. The Bureau of Labor Statistics projects that the number of core 
IT workers will grow to a remarkable 2.6 million by 2006-an increase of 1.1 million 
from 1996.

With such rapid change, the economy is stretched thin to support these new businesses 
and the growth opportunities they present. The constraint cited most often on future 
growth of the high-technology industry is the shortage of men and women with the skills 
and technical background needed for jobs in the industry. Several factors are contributing 
to this shortage, including an inaccurate, negative image of IT occupations as overly 
demanding, the under-representation of women and minorities in the IT workforce, and 
outdated academic curricula that often do not keep pace with industry needs.

All of us want to be responsive to the nation's need for high-tech workers. We know that 
unless we take steps now to address this growing workforce gap, America's 
technological and economic leadership will be jeopardized. The H-IB visa cap should be 
increased, but in a way that better addresses the fundamental needs of the economy.
Raising the cap without seriously addressing our long-term labor needs would be a 
serious mistake.

The legislation before us today includes provisions that respond to what American 
workers, students and employers have been telling Congress; that any credible legislative 
proposal must begin with a significant expansion of career training and educational



opportunities for our workers and students. Expanding the number of H-IB visas to meet 
short-term needs is no substitute for long-term solutions to fully develop the potential of 
our domestic workforce. It makes sense to ask that more of our workers be recruited 
and trained for these jobs.

I commend Senator Lieberman, Senator Conrad, and other colleagues for their valuable 
contributions to the proposed training provisions. The training provided will ensure that 
the H-IB program will provide our workers with the skills needed to benefit from this 
growing economy and to help our companies continue to grow.

A REASONABLE INCREASE IN THE H-IB VISA CAP IS 
JUSTIFIED, BUT IT MUST BE TEMPORARY AND 
SUFFICIENTLY TAILORED TO MEET EXISTING SHORT-TERM 
NEEDS

A temporary influx of foreign workers and students is needed in the short-term to help 
meet the demands by U.S. firms for high skilled workers. But we shouldn't count on 
foreign sources of labor as a long-term solution. It is unfair to U.S. workers, and the 
supply of foreign workers is limited.

It makes sense to insist that more of our domestic workers must be recruited into and 
placed in these jobs. Countless reports cite age and race discrimination as a major 
problem in the IT industry, along with the hiring of foreign workers and lay-off of 
domestic workers.

A Dallas Morning News article describes how Ken Schiffman of Texas received only one 
or two responses to his resume over a long period of time, until he deleted all direct and 
indirect references to his age. After that, he received 26 messages in one day. A human 
resource executive at a trade association confirms that this problem is a constant issue. 
Employers often ask the age of an applicant and reject older applicants without ever 
interviewing them.

John Miano, head of the American Programmer's Guild, argues that once a worker is laid 
off, it is very difficult to find a new job, in contrast to younger workers. Companies often

unfairly view older workers as 'dirty linen.' These and countless other experiences 
support the need for a more responsible approach to H-IB legislation. And similar 
problems face women and minorities who are under-represented in the IT workforce.

Although many new jobs are created in the IT industry each year, we also know that 
thousands of IT workers were laid off in 1999. For example 5,180 workers lost their 
jobs at Electronic Data Systems, 2,150 at Compaq, and 3,000 at NEC-Packard Bell.

We also know that some IT companies classify their workers as independent contractors 
or temporary workers, rather than as employees, to avoid paying them benefits. In fact, it



has been said that 'if all categories of contingent workers are included-temporary, 
part-time, self-employed, and contract workers-almost 40% of all employment in Silicon 
Valley are contingent workers.' This mis-classification scheme also contributes to 
numerous positions being seemingly 'unfilled,' because official 'employees' are not 
performing those functions. This practice perpetuates an artificially higher number of 
'open' positions than actually exist.

Although it makes sense to provide an increase in the H-IB cap through FY 2002, the 
unprecedented cap exemptions in the Hatch bill are unwarranted. Those exemptions 
would permit 40,000 workers above the 195,000 cap to receive an H-IB visa. The 
resulting figure is well above the number of visas that even the most ardent IT lobbyists 
claim are needed. Exempting all those with advanced credentials will result in a significant 
increase in the number of persons within the cap who have less specialized skills, and who 
are in occupations ranging from therapists to super models. This is not the direction in 
which the H-IB visa program should be moving. The bill should not focus solely on the 
number of visas available for foreign skilled workers. It should also emphasize employers' 
needs for as many workers with the highest professional credentials as possible, who 
possess specialized skills that cannot be easily and quickly reproduced domestically.

I am strongly in favor of supporting our institutions of higher education and research 
groups. But the two types of exemptions in the bill overlap and are unnecessarily 
complex. The first exemption addresses a genuine need of universities who face difficulty 
competing with the high tech industry for visas. But universities and research organizations 
would be just as easily served by reserving for them 12,000 a year within the cap.

The second exemption is for students graduating in the U.S. with any advanced degree, 
as long as they apply within a certain time frame. But it should not matter when they 
graduated or where they graduated. The exemptions will cause administrative problems 
that we should not impose on INS.

Instead, we should ensure that workers with an advanced degree have priority for H-IB 
visas within the cap, and are subject to the same requirements as all other applications.
No evidence exists that proves or even implies that there is a shortage of American 
advanced degree holders in all subject areas. Yet the bill ignores this point and specifically 
permits all foreign

graduates to receive a visa.

The unprecedented exemptions contained in this bill will only add to the already 
troublesome task faced by INS to process visas. We should not make a bad situation for 
U.S. students and the INS even worse by passing this bill with the current exemptions.

The exemptions in the bill and the abundance of IT workers they would create are an 
irresponsible approach to increasing the cap, especially given the very real existing 
questions about the true extent of the IT skill shortage.



As we address the needs of the IT industiy, in addition to raising the H-IB visa cap, we 
must place laid off workers in new jobs, enforce our labor laws, and recruit and train 
more women, minorities, and people with disabilities, so that the current IT workforce 
gets the pay, benefits, working conditions and job opportunities to which they are entitled.
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EXPANDING JOB TRAINING FOR U.S. WORKERS IS CRITICAL 
AND PROVIDES THE ONLY LONG-TERM SOLUTION TO THIS 
LABOR SHORTAGE

When we expanded the number of H-IB visas in 1998, we created a modest training 
initiative funded by a modest visa fee in recognition of the need to train and update the 
skills of U.S. workers. Today, as we seek to nearly double the number of high tech 
workers available to American businesses, we must also ensure a significant expansion of 
career training and educational opportunities for American workers and students.

Now more than ever, the strong employer demand for high tech foreign workers shows 
that there is an even greater need to train American workers and prepare U.S. students 
for careers in information technology. Expanding the number of H-IB visas to meet 
short-term needs is no substitute for long-term solutions to fully develop the potential of 
our domestic workforce.

The magnitude of this need for training is increasing year after year. According to the 
Information Technology Association of America, roughly two-thirds of unfilled jobs 
requiring workers with computer-related skills are for technical support staff, such as 
customer service and help desks, database administrators, web designers, and technical 
writers. According to the survey's own description of these occupational fields, these 
positions simply require entry-level and moderate-level skills. We clearly need to greatly 
accelerate training for all skill levels, not just the most advanced level.

Recent studies have also demonstrated the strong correlation between educational 
attainment and increases in worker productivity. A year of stmctured employer-directed 
training can also produce a substantial increase in productivity.

Congress must help fund such efforts. We cannot turn our backs on American workers 
and employers who need our help.

Many high-tech companies are investing significant resources in education, and to a 
limited extent, in training programs. In reviewing these examples, however, it is clear that 
the focus of their contributions is on education, not worker training.

Thie effort does not come close to meeting the nation-wide need for investment in 
training. Only when businesses address the shortage of highly skilled workers as a 
national problem with a national solution—rather than a company-by-company approach



to worker training-will our workforce be able to meet the growing demand for high 
skills, so that our economy will continue to prosper. The federal government has an 
obligation to bridge the high tech skill gap which today separates millions of workers from 
the 21st century jobs they desire.

RAISING NECESSARY FUNDS FOR EDUCATION AND 
TRAINING

At a time when the IT industry is experiencing major growth and record profits, it is clear 
that even the smallest of businesses can afford to pay a higher fee in order to support 
needed investments in technology skills and education. The only effective way for 
Congress and industry to provide sufficient long-term solutions to the high-tech skills 
shortage is by increasing H-IB visa user fees. We should ensure that 55% of all revenues 
go to worker training and increased educational opportunities for U.S. students.

We must train at least 45,000 workers a year if we are to responsibly address the need 
for technological skills. Unfortunately, due to blue slip issues that would arise if the Senate 
were to propose an increase in H-IB fees, I will not be offering an amendment with such 
a provision.

However, the Senate should send to the House a request for a modest increase in the 
H-IB visa fees. An increase in H-IB funds collected is necessary to expand training and 
education programs. A modest increase in the user fee will generate approximately $280 
million each year compared to current law, which raises less than one-third of this 
amount. Revenues can be reasonably and fairly obtained by charging $1,000 per new 
visa, or visa extension, or request to change employers. As in current law, employers 
from educational institutions and non-profit and governmental research organizations 
should remain exempt from all fees.

This fee is fair. Immigrant families with very modest incomes were able to pay a $1,000 
fee to allow family members to obtain green cards. Certainly, high tech companies can 
afford to pay at least that amount during this prosperous economy.

PROVIDING STATE-OF-THE ART TRAINING FOR 46,000 U.S.
WORKERS

With such a reasonable and fair fee structure, the training plan in this amendment will 
receive roughly $154 million to substantially expand the existing program to provide 
state-of-the-art high tech training for 46,000 workers a year, primarily in high tech, 
information technology, and biotechnology skills.

It requires the Department of Labor, in consultation with the Department of Commerce;

to provide grants to local workforce investment boards in areas with substantial shortages 
of high tech workers. Grants would be awarded on a competitive basis for innovative high



tech training proposals developed by the workforce boards collaboratively with area 
employers, unions, and higher education institutions.

The training proposal builds on the priorities specified in current H-IB law. It will serve 
those who are currently employed and are seeking to enhance their skills, as well as those 
who are currently unemployed.

EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES FOR U S. STUDENTS MUST 
BE INCREASED

As we enter the 21st century, careers increasingly require advanced degrees, especially in 
math, science, engineering, and computer sciences. Eight of the ten fastest growing jobs 
of the next decade will require college education or moderate to long-term training.

We must encourage students, including minority students, to pursue degrees in math, 
science, computers, and engineering. Scholarship opportunities must be expanded for 
talented minority and low-income students whose families cannot afford today's high 
college tuition costs. According to the National Action Council for Minorities in 
Engineering, minority retention rates tend to be higher at institutions with high average 
financial aid awards, and the financial aid is a significant predictor in retaining minority 
students.

With increased opportunities for scholarships, students completing two-year degrees will 
be provided with incentives to continue their education and obtain four-year degrees, and 
retention rates among four-year degree students will be higher.

CONCLUSION

In sum, it would be irresponsible of Congress to address the shortage of high tech 
workers solely by expanding the number of visas for foreign workers. Immigration is only 
a short-term solution to the long range, national skill shortage problem.

The U.S. is currently not providing domestic workers with enough opportunities to 
upgrade their skills so that they can fully participate in the new economy. They deserve 
these opportunities, and American business needs their talents.

I commend Senators Hatch and Abraham for agreeing to include these training 
provisions in the bill before us today, and for committing to help bridge the high tech skills 

gap.
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CONGRESS MUST REJECT THE VIEW THAT THE ONLY 
PRO-IMMIGRANT AGENDA THIS SESSION IS AN H-IB 
AGENDA



Finally, Congress cannot continue to ignore other equally important immigration issues 
which are as critical to immigrants in our workforce as H-IB visas are to the information 
technology industry. Unfortunately, unlike the H-IB issue, these other equally important 
issues have been ignored by too many members of Congress.

Last year, a broad coalition of immigrant and faith-based groups launched the 'Fix '96' 
campaign to repeal the harsh and excessive provisions in the 1996 immigration and 
welfare laws, to restore balance and fairness to current law, and to correct government 
errors which prevent certain immigrants from receiving the services Congress intended.

All of the issues raised in the 'Fix '96' campaign are still outstanding. A number of bills, 
including the Latino and Immigrant Fairness Act, have been introduced proposing 
solutions to these problems. However, the Republican leadership continues to block 
action on these important proposals. These issues include parity legislation for Central 
Americans and Haitians, restoring protections to asylum seekers, restoring due process in 
detention and deportation policy, restoring public benefits to legal immigrants, and 
restoring protections to battered immigrant women and children.

The Latino and Immigrant Fairness Act provides us with an opportunity to end a series of 
unjust provisions in our current immigration laws, and build on the most noble aspects of 
our American immigrant tradition.

It restores fairness to the immigrant community and fairness in the nation's immigration 
laws. It is good for families and it is good for American business.

The immigrant community—particularly the Latino community—has waited far too long for 
the fundamental justice that this legislation will provide. These issues are not new to 
Congress. The immigrants who will benefit from this legislation should have received 
permanent status from the INS long ago.

Few days remain in this Congress, but my Democratic colleagues and I are committed to 
doing all we can to see that both the Latino and Immigrant Fairness Act and the H-IB 
high tech visa legislation become law this year. I urge my colleagues to give equal priority 
to these basic immigration issues that affect so many immigrant families in our workforce. 
The time to act is now, and there is still ample time to act before Congress adjourns.

TRAINING AND EDUCATION PROGRAMS

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, we in the Senate cannot originate a revenue measure to 
fund the new training and education program. But it would be a serious mistake to enact a 
final bill that does not call on employers to pay $1,000 per visa for the training and 
education necessary to improve the skills of U.S. workers and students.

Mr. ABRAHAM. I, too, am committed to seeing to it that there is funding for these 
programs and a $ 1,000 fee is appropriate and would accomplish this goal. As the



Ranking Member knows, I believe that as far as the shortage of highly skilled workers is 
concerned, we have both a short term and long term problem, and I believe these 
programs are an integral part of addressing our long term problem. I very much 
appreciation your ongoing willingness to work on these important programs for training 
and educating Americans so that they will be ready to take these jobs, and the leadership 
you have shown on these matters. I pledge to work with you, the other Members of this 
body, the business community, and other affected outside interests to seek ways to help 
fund these programs consistent with the principle you articulated.

Mr. KENNEDY. In addition, I believe it is important to exclude from that fee any 
employer that is a primary or secondary education institution, an institution of higher 
education, as defined in the Higher Education Act of 1965, a nonprofit entity which 
engages in established curriculum-related clinical training of students registered at any 
such institution, a nonprofit research organization, or a governmental research 
organization.

Mr. ABRAHAM. I agree with the Ranking Member, and 1 support his objectives. I will 
work with Senator Kennedy to ensure that these institutions are excluded from the 
imposition of fees.

Mr. KENNEDY. In conclusion, I would simply like to thank Senator Abraham for his 
ongoing willingness to work on these important programs for training and educating 
Americans so that they will be ready to take these jobs, and the leadership he has 
consistently shown on these issues.

Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, I further ask unanimous consent the Senate now lay 
aside S. 2045 until 9:30 a.m. on Tuesday.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. Sessions). Without objection, it is so ordered.

END
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By MINERVA CANTO 
The Orange County Register

When it comes to immigration, the 
major-party presidential candidates 
aren't saying much. And when they 
are, they sound amazingly alike;

Related stories:
• Clinton sells Gore as 
partner in success

• Delegate diary

• Cardinal opens 
gathering with abortion 
prayer

"Immigration is not a problem to be 
solved. It is the sign of a successful • Protesters, police 
nation," Republican candidate George clash outride Staples
W. Bush smd during a speech in 
Washington, D.C., a few weeks ago, 
"New A^iericans are to be welcomed 
as neighbors and not to be feared as 
strangers."
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• Gore invokes FDR to 
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contender A1 Gore said in a debate in_____________
January: "We are a nation of
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nation."
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POLITICS: With the Hispanic vote becoming 
increasingly important, both Bush and Gore are 
taking a softer approach to immigration.
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On the surface, both candidates appear to be \ying to see who 
can be more immigrant-friendly either by sayirw very little or 
being vague about most immigration issues, reflecting the 
importance they are placing on the increasingly powerful 
Hispanic vote. It's also indicative of good economic times.

The Republican platform deals with immigration issues in the 
same amiable tone, a turnaround from the 1996 platform which 
advocated an end to granting automatic citizenship to children 
bom to undocumented immigrants. The latest platform does 
not mention "illegal immigration," said Steven Camarota, 
director of research at the Washington-based Center for

http://www.ocregister.com/politics/immig008l5cci.shtml 8/15/00
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Immigration Studies, which advocates limits on immigration.

"They just want to try to convince everyone they're not as 
scary as everyone thought they were," Camarota said.

Some in Orange County, particularly those concerned about 
the high levels of illegd immigration, share Camarota's 
coiljegis.

They believe the Republicans' softer tone on immigration is 
merely an attempt to gamer votes from the growing Hispanic 
constituency.

Frank Sharry, who advocates on behalf of immigrant rights as 
head of the National Immigration Forum in Washington is 
"really happy" with Bush's tone on immigration.

"But the problem is that with specific issues before the 
campaign, he has been resistant to take a stand," Sharry said, 
"Meanwhile, Gore and the Democrats have taken a stand that 
we like."

Sharry has been working with other immigrant-rights 
advocates such as National Council of La Ra^a, the nation's 
oldest Hispanic civil rights organization, to push legislation 
that is now known as the Latino and Immigrant Fairness Act. 
The act collates three pieces of legislation that Democrats 
unsuccessfully tried to attach as amendments to a bill that 
would raise the cap on the number of H-IB visas for high- 
skilled foreign workers needed to fill computer and 
engineering jobs,

The amendments have stalled the H-IB visa bill in Congress, 
much to the chagrin of the high-tech businesses that say they 
desperately need the workers,

The Fairness Act, introduced three weeks ago, would allow:

Immigrants who have been in the United States since 1986 to 
become permanent residents.

Certain immigrants who are eligible for residt-.ncy to remain 
the United States while their documents are being processed.

Nicaraguans and Cubans fleeing human rights violations to 
become legal immigrants.

The legislation immediately received support from President 
Clinton and Gore, but Sharry said supporters liave yet to hear 
from Bush or other GOP leaders.

Many in Orange County believe it's the kind of legislation that 
is sorely needed to deal with problems faced by undocumented 
immigrants who have been living in the United States many

http;//v^'ww.ocregister.comypolitics/immig00815cci.shtml 8/15/00
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years. They say the Fairness Act is a first step in addressing 
some of these problems but want more aggressive legislation 
that currently is not being addressed by eiUier candic&te.

Lillian French, principal of Wally Davis Elementary School in 
Santa Ana, believes Gore will do a better job of helping 
resolve problems resulting from illegal immigration. French, 
40,-a egate at the Democratic convention, said she often
heaft students who can't take advantage of higher education 
opportunities because they are undocumented,

"I think there are many instances where we need to look at our 
immigration laws and make sure we're not denying residency 
to people who could benefit us economically." French said.

Adam Acosta, a representative of the Americiin Federation of 
State, County and Municipal Employees, which represents 
about 5,500 employees in Orange County, also thinks 
immigrants play a key role in the economy but said it is 
difficult to protect their rights as workers because they aire 
more hesitant to join unions.

Although neither candidate has publicly stated support for 
amnesty, he figures Gore, who often sides with labor, will be 
more likely to help pass an amnesty act of the type favored by 
the AFL-CIO to legalize undocumented workers,

Bush, who is known for his oft-repeated statement that "family 
values do not stop at the Rio Grande," has proposed changing 
immigration policy to encourage family reunitication by 
allowing spouses and minor children of permiment residents to 
apply for visitor visas while their immigration applications are 
pending.

Republican convention delegate Pablo Molina, 60, whose 
Anaheim travel agency serves a predominantly immigrant 
clientele, believes a Republican m the White House would be 
better At reuniting fami ies because he sees many families who 
are tom apart by current policies.

The real question will be whether Republican.^ in Congress 
would echo the immigrant-friendly sentiments expressed by 
Bush, especially if it's a Republican-controlled Congress that 
results after the elections.

"I think it's a very visible and high-stakes showdown to see 
whether the GOPs in Congress can follow their leader," Sharry 
said.

*1 newspaper IrTOrangs County, California

"wmw"Copyright 2000 The Orangn County Register 
Please send comments to ocreal.''ier(Sllink.freedam.com

http://www.ocregister.com/politics/immig0081 Scci.shiml 8/15/00
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Hispanics want GOP to follow diversity displays with action
Miriam A. Garcia American-Statesman Washington Staff

08/12/2000
Austin American-Statesman 
Page A19 
(Copyright 2000)

WASHINGTON - Republicans will have to back up their message of inclusion with action if 
they expect to gain Hispanic votes in November, Hispanic and immigrant advocates said this 
week Despite the spotlight afforded several Hispanics at last week's Republican National 
Convention in Philadelphia, leaders of the congressional majority have hesitated to act on 
immigration bills affecting about 900,000 Latin Americans, said members of the National 
Hispanic Leadership Agenda, a nonpartisan coalition of Hispanic organizations.

"We appreciate these symbolic marketing and outreach efforts," said Raul Izaguirre, a coalition 
member and the president of the National Council of La Raza . "But issues and substance more 
than marketing and symbols will decide who Latinos will vote for at all levels of government.

The coalition is pushing Congress to take action in September on the Latino Immigration 
Fairness Act, which would upgrade the status of immigrants already working in this country.

Coalition members wrote to Texas Gov, George W, Bush and Vice President A1 Gore seeking 
support for the legislation. Bush has not responded. Gore wrote back in support of the bill.

"We want results, not issues," said Frank Sharr>', executive director of the National 
Immigration Forum . "There was a chance to have a vote on these issues in the Senate and the
GOP said no."

A Bush spokesman said the campaign's response was delayed by preparations for the Republican 

convention.

Meanwhile. Congress is seeking to vote on the H- IB bill, which would raise the limit on high- 
tech worker visas.

Some Democrats have said they want to add two parts of the Latino Immigration Faimes. Act to 
the legislative agenda :

* Changing immigration law to allow hundreds or'thousands of illegal immigrants to apply for 
permanent residence if they can show they have been in this country continuously since 1986. 
The eligibility cutoff is 1972 under current law.

Granting the same immigration benefits to Salvadorans, Guatemalans, Hondurans and Haitians 
that were given Cubans and Nicaraguans. Haitians, for example, are treated much differently 
than Cubans when seeking permanent residence.

The coalition is also seeking to change the law that would permit immigrants to remain in this 
country while their permanent residency papers are being processed. That measure has less 

support among Democrats,

In a letter to the coalition, however, Gore expressed support for all three measures.

,/index&Search=national%20immigration%20forum%200R%20fraxik%20sharry«Srolh_query_n8/17/00
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Bush supports allowing families to remain in this country while immigratiori applications are 
being processed, said Ray Sullivan, a campaign spokesman. However, he said, "Gov. Bush does 
not support blanket amnesty and has not endorsed a specific bill currently pending in Congress. "

Copyright @000 Dow Jones & Company, Inc. All Rights Reserved.
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HISPANICS-IMMIGRATION HISPANIC LE ADERS DEMAND APPROVAL OF 
RESIDENCY BILL
Rosendo Majano

08/10/2000 
EFE News Service
Copyright (C) 2000 EFE News Services (U.S.) Inc.; Source: World Reporter (TM)

Washington, Aug 10 (EFE).- A coalition of Hispanic groups said Thursday that Hispanic voters 
"will be angered and frustrated" if the Republican-controlled Congress does not approve a bill 
soon which would benefit Hispanics.

This bill, which is backed by President Bill Clinton and Vice President Al Gore, would legalize 
the status of more than one million Hispanic immigrants who have been living in the Uni^.ed 
States for years.

Hispanic defense organizations, united under the National Hispanic Leadership Agenda 
(NHLA), remain attentive to all promises made by Democratic and Republican legislators, who 
are energetically seeking to win the Hispanic vote before the November presidential elections.

Frank Sharry , of the National Immigration Forum , said Thursday that "Republicans spend 
more time talking about values than concrete proposals," and that Hispanic voters "would be 
angered and frustrated if politicians from the two main parties do not convert their words into 
actions."

During a press conference in Congress, Sharry and other Hispanic leaders said Hispanic issues 
were barely addressed in last week's Republican National Convention, despite the community's 
strong representation,

"Fortunately, there will be many opportunities in irpcoming weeks for the Republican Party, and 
in particular its members in Congress, to show they are serious about the issues that are 
important to the Hispanic community," National Council of La Raza (NCLR) head Raul 
Yzaguirre said.

According to Yzaguirre, there are currently many bills in Congress that enjoy bipartisan support 
and which will benefit thousands of Hispanics and other minorities,

The NCLR leader also called for efforts to control illegal immigration along the U.S.-Mexican 
border to be more "humane," since many illegal immigrants have suffered abuses at the hands of 
U.S. Border Patrol agents.

Hispanic leaders confirmed their support for a bill that would allow illegal immigrants to present 
proof that they resided in the United States betweim 1972 and 1986, enabling them to get their 
permanent residency.

Another bill proposes that all Central American and Haitian refugees be included in the 
Nicaraguan Adjustment and Central American Relief Act (NACARA), which is currently 
limited to Nicaraguans and Cubans.

The NHLA is also seeking to reinstate Section 245-1, which will allow prospective immigrants 
to live in the United States while their applications for permanent residency are processed.

.../index&Search=national%20immigration%20forum%200R%20fTank%20shaiTy&olh_query_n:8/17/00
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The immigration clause expired in January 1999, separating thousands of people from their 
families, since they were forced to await their residency approvals in their homeland,

Hispanic leaders want Congress to approve a bill that will give children and pregnant women 
with U.S, residency access to health programs.

They also want legislators to issue food stamps to legal immigrants who entered the United 
States before the 1996 Social Security reform.

.,./index&Search=national%20immigration%20forum%200R%20frank%20shany&olh_query_n 8/17/00
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Metro; Op Ed Desk
Commentary Latinos Want Substance in the Form of Amnesty Politics: Latino voters want 
more substance, less symbol. Granting amnesty to those here would go a long wav.
FRANK del OLMO

08/15/2000 
Los Aj^efcs Times
Home EdTlion «
Page B-9
Copyright 2000 / The Times Mirror Company

Latino Democrats, with the help of some labor union allies, have found a way to top 
Republicans in appealing for Latino voter support this election year-a gutsy, if risky, stance on 
behalf of amnesty for illegal immigrant workers. Will Vice President A1 Gore, the presumptive 
Democratic nominee for president, heed their advice?

Texas Gov. George W. Bush, the GOP nominee, still has Latinos buzzing over the show of 
simpatico inclusiveness that the Republicans put on two weeks ago in Philadelphia. Tlie party 
that most Latinos identify with immigrant -bashing measures like Proposition 187 sought 
Latino votes with prime-time speeches in Spanish, mariachis and salsa music.

But it was mostly a show-the kind of symbolism, rather than substance, Democrats used to get 
away with when they could take Latino voters for granted, Now that Bush has made it o]''‘ar he 
will bid for Latino votes in key states like Califoi nia, the Democrats must counter.

Last week's vote by California's Democrat-dominated Legislature to create a state holiday 
honoring the late farm-labor leader Cesar Chavez was a step in that direction, but is still just 
symbolism. With Latinos voters feeling empowered now that both major parties are courting 
them, it will take substance to win them over,

That is why a grass-roots coalition of Latino , religious and labor activists are urging Democrats 
to take a courageous stand on the divisive issue of illegal immigration . They are using the 2000 
convention to lobby Gore and Democrats in Congress to support a new amnesty for illegal 
immigrants who have established roots in this country.

"We want, to make sure we don't just get a smile and a pat on the back," said Eliseo Medina, a 
vice prSiiaent of the Service Employees International Union who is leading the pro-amnesty 
campaign. "Speaking to us in Spanish is very nice, but we want our political leaders to show us 
something real."

The Democrats surely didn't plan it this way, but there is no better place to grasp the importance 
of immigrant voters in American politics than California. This state is the modern-day Ellis 
Island-the port of entry where thousands of ambitious young people from abroad come pursuing 
the American Dream.

There was a backlash against this immigrant wave in the early '90s, when California's economy 
was adjusting to the end of the Cold War. The nadir was Proposition 187 in 1994, but the tide 
has turned. Thousands of immigrants who were eligible for citizenship were frightened by the 
backlash into becoming citizens—fast! And they st;nted voting in big numbers for the party that 
had opposed Proposition 187.

That is why Democrats now control the state Legislature, why there is but one statewide official 
who is a Republican-and why there is both idealism and pragmatism in the pro-amnesty stance

./index&Search~%20immigra$9%200R%201atino$ 1 %200R%20hispanic“/o200R%20refugee$ 8/15/00
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Latino Democrats are urging on their party.

Idealism because Latino citizens are spending htird-won political capital to benefit thousands 
perhaps millions, of non-citizens.

Pragmatism because at least some of the Latino immigrants who may benefit from amnesty 
have friends and family members who do vote. And pragmatism in the possibility that 
immigrants who may become citizens after another amnesty will someday also vote for 
Demo(^^,

41

That's what happened with many of the 2,9 milliun immigrants legalized under the last big 
amnesty program approved by Congress, as part of the Immigration Reform and Control Act of
lyoOi

IRCA's history offers a precedent well worth the .attention of Gore and other Democrats.

The last time the Democrats met in California—in 1984 in San Francisco—another immigration 
reform issue had Latinos riled up. That year they were out to stop the Simpson-Mazzoli bill, a 
proposal they considered draconian, but which was on the verge of final approval by Congress.

Then, as now, the presidential nomination had been largely determined before the convention 
began. Walter F. Mondale was widely expected to be nominated on the first ballot. But, led by 
former U.S. Rep. Edward R. Roybal, of Los Angeles, many of the 340 Latino delegates there 
threatened to embarrass Mondale by abstaining on the first ballot as a protest against Simpson- 
Mazzoli.

The threat worked. Former House Speaker Jim Wright and other top Democrats struck a deal 
with Roybal. Simpson-Mazzoli was shelved, and an effort to draft an immigration reform law 
more acceptable to Latinos began when a new Congress was seated in 1985. The result of all 
that convention maneuvering was IRCA, and its generous amnesty, in 1986.

There are currently a half dozen bills on Capitol Hill to liberalize U.S. immigration laws, some 
including new amnesty programs. Inside the Washington Beltway, conventional wisdom has it 
that none of those bills will become law. Medina end other Latinos think they can prove the 
conventional wisdom wrong. Don't count them out.

,/index&Search=%20immigra$9%200R%201atino$ 1 ‘/o200R%20hispanic%200R%20refup ^e$ 8/15/00
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Cemrai American resource Center / Centro de reci rsos centroamericands

August a 3,2000

To: ]N [aria Ecbaveste
(Deputy Chief of Staff at the White House)

fyom: fiUndy Jurado ErtU
((>ivic Participation Director, CARECEN)
(H3) 385-7800 xI59

Re: L etters and Resolutions supi>orting the NACARA Amendment

I am faabg to you letters of support that we have obtained here in California 
from elected officials, labor, churches and Jewish organizations. We have 
passed tlie Los Angeles City Council, Los Angeles County, and California 
State Senate Resolutions in support of the NaCARA Amendment.

We greaily appreciate your support and we hope that the Latino and 
Immigrant Fairness Act (S-2912) passes.

Thank you.

2845 West Ssivenrh Street, Los Angeles, Colifornio 900U5-3907/tel; 213.385.7800/fax: 213.385.1094
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central Ameriwn Resource Center /cenirq de recue SOS CENTROAMERICANOS

PRIDE

(^entr

Central American? - the new Americans 
^HARE THE AMERICAN DREAM OF OPPORTUNITY 

THE VALUE OF HARD WORK 
THE IMPORTANCE OF FAMILY AND HOME 

and
IN BECOMING A PART OF AMERICA’S SUCCESS STORY

a] Americana are recognized as one of the most important new

According to the 
including 458,700 
persecution and th^ 
routinely denied d 
groups as Cubans

immiprant: groups in the United States. The majority 
arrived during the 80s as a result of the 

civil wars that engulfed the Central American region.

1|990 census there were 1,041,100 Central Americans in the United Slates, 
Salvadorans and 216,000 Guati?malans. Although the majority fled political 
conditions of war and civil uni est, their applications for asylum were 

lining the 1980s and they lacked access to refugee assistance available to such 
:nd Vietnamese.

Central American 
strictly economic

mmigrants differ from many orher immigrant groups in that they are neither 
r ligrants nor accepted as refugees, althou^ they posses characteristics of both.

Central Americans 
San Francisco; Ho 
Washington, D.C.; 
American populati

Central Americ

In 1990, the Unitec 
met certain prereqi 
Departure ^ED) 

settlement Saivad^ 
work legally in the

Central Americans 
manu&cturing an< 
industries, finance, 
stemming inflation.

They pay payroll 
in the central cities

Cential Americans 
have as a buying f; L

2845 West Seventh Stieeh

are located in the main metropolitan centers in the United States: Los Angeles; 
iston, Texas; New York; New .lersey; Chicago, 111; Arlirvgton, VA;
Seattle, WA; Boston, MA and Miami, Florida. Fifty two percent of the Central 
sn in the United Stales resides m the greater Los Angeles area.

ans have been living and wnrkina legally in the United States since 1990.

Stales grantedternporary protected status, known as TPS, to Salvadorans who 
liisites. Those that registered for TPS became eligible for Deferred Enforced 

In addition, under the 1991 American Baptist Church v. Thornburg “ABC” 
lolrans and Guatemalans who wei e class members could continue to reside and 

United States \Miile their asylum cases remained pending.

entered the labor force in traditional low-wage industries such as garment and 
d service jobs fueled by high tech industries, aerospace, information-linked 

shipping, and tourism. Their high work force presence has contributed to

tiixes, social security taxes, medical and sales tax, promoting economic vitality 
where a majority of Central American immigrants reside.

Central Americans an- keen entreoreneura.

are very proud of their tremendous work ethic; they understand the power they 
rce; and, they understand that Central Americans are leaders in bringing new

Los Angelos, California 90005-3907 / Tel: 213.385.7800 / fax; 213,385.1094 / web: www.cafecen-lQ.org
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business and grow 
are the second lar^ 
third are U.S. crtiz^] 
incomes of more t 
owns a business ak<

th to areas where little economic opportunity previously existed. Salvadorans 
est Latino group in Southern California, after Mexican Americans. Almost a 
ins, and about 13% are homeowners. Nearly 30% have annual household 

ran $35,000; about 9% earn more than $50,000. One-tenth of the conamunity 
d 2% hold college degrees from American universities.

Considering that 
years, these statist

lost of the Centra] Americans have been living in the United States less than 20 
cs are remarkable

In addition to contlributing to building strong communities in the United States, Central 
ong pillar of the economies of the Central American region. Central 
estimated $3.5 billion in femiJy support to their families in their countries of 
percent of the remittances is used by Central Americans to buy American 
region.

Americans are a st|ri 
Americans send ar 
origin. A significan 
products sold in th 3

In addition, the re: 
jobs that help redu 
supporting the nasi

T littances help fuel the economies of Central America which, in turn, create 
;e migration to the north. The economic stability of the region is critical in 

bent democracies of the Central American region.

Central Americans 
Orange counties thle: 
eager to panicipaie

Many young men i 
a 22 year-year-old jS 
states participatin 
as fiightened 8-yea|r 
army.

In 1997, Congress 
refugees with deep 
and Cubans were g 
continuously in the 
were provided with 
deportation. Hondi 
now divides familiis.

Many young child] 
years of age, unles 
Department has tak 
have turned 21 and 
continue their high 
as math and scienc« 
Salvador in 1989, 
California. Jaime,

Central Americans are nroud to be Americans

are becoming citizens and voting. For example, in the Los Angeles and 
re are approximately 100,000 registered voters. These are new voters who are 
in the democratic process of tlieir adopted new country.

md women are also joining the U.S .mihtary. For example, Spc. Angelica Ortiz, 
“alvadoran woman, is among the thousands of U.S. military reservists from 18 

g in a three-month training program in El Salvador. Spc. Ortiz left El Salvador 
-old. Fourteen years later she is back in El Salvador as a member of the U.S.

The Nicara! man Adjustment and Central American Relief Act (NACARAI gave
unequal treatment to Central American refugees.

snacted NACARA to provide immigration relief for certain Central American 
ties in the U.S. NACARA created two tiers of immigration relief: Nicaraguans 
iven the opportunity to apply for permanent residence if they resided 
U.S. since December 1, 1995, while Salvadoran and Guatemalan refugees 
a much more limited and restricted relief called NACARA suspension of 

Ihran refugees were completely left out of NACARA. NACARA, as it stands

en of NACARA beneficiaries cannot seek NACARA relief once they turn 21 
they entered the country before October 1, 1990. Because the U.S, Justice 
en so long to implement NACiVRA, thousands of once eligible young people 
thus “aged-out” of eligibility. Many young, bw abiding, students caimot 
ir education and their dreams of becoming professionals in various fields such 
1 are ended. Such is the case of Jaime Osorio. His mother, Ms. Osorio fled El 

11 August 1991, her children Jaime and Ana reunited with their mother in 
vho arrived at age thirteen, graduated with honors from Francis Polytechnic
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High School at ag( i 
State University "N 
tuition, he had to 
degree and compl 
hopes to return to 
his long-term goa 
U.S. after October 
adjudicated, Jaimi

However, given thp 
the future, fill the

In addition, NAC 
and Salvadorans

INS estimates that 
Guatemalans, 80, 
Salvadorans and 
440,000 people wi

seventeen and was an outstanding ROTC member. He started studying at Cal 
orthridge, planning to major in Health Science, but due to an increase in 

t ansfer to a two-year community college. Having received an Associate of Arts 
i ted additional courses in advanced physics, chemistry, calculus and biology, he 
:aJ State Northridge to earn a bachelor of science degree so that he can adiieve 

il of obtaining a Ph.D. in biochemistry. Sadly, however, because he entered the 
1990 and because he reached 21 before his mother could have her case 

le does not have a means of becoming a lawful permanent resident.

opportunity to continue their dream young people like Jamie Osorio can, in 
iigh-tech jobs that are strongly needed in the United States.

j^JlA’s unduly burdensome and complex application process for Guatemalans 
gi merate high administrative cosis for INS.

the parity legislation would cover 330, 000 Salvadorans, 220,000 
000 Hondurans and 50,000 Haitians. These statistics include, 190,000 
50,000 Guatemalans already covered by NACARA. Therefore, approximately 
c uld benefit with a NACARA amendment.

The Central Amei 
bi-partisan local, 
American and Ha 
proposal. HR 272^ 
NACARA to provi 
opportunity to app

inican Resource Center, CaRECHN along with many national organizations and 
Slate, and federal elected officials strongly support the inclusion of the “Central 
ilian Parity Act of 1999” (HR 2722 and S1592) in the H-IB visa legislation 

legislation sponsored by Conr/essmember Christopher Smith (R-NJ) amends 
de certain nationals of El Salvador, Guatemala, Hondurans, and Haitians an 
y for adjustment of status under the Act.

It is time that their newly adopted country end the legal immigration limbo and 
s Uow Central Americans to be full-fledged AMERICANS.

LEC ISLaTIONTHAT GIVES PARITY TO ALL CENTRAL AMERICANS
ROMOTES STABILITY IN THE IINITED STATES AND ABROAD,

Prepared by Angela Sanbrano, Executive Directoi, CARECEN, 2845 W 7* St. Los Angeles CA 
90005. For more information contact: Randy Jurado ErtU, Director of Civic Participation, (213) 
385-7800 ext. 159.' Cell phone (213) 924-4290. E-mail address: ijurado@carecen-la.org
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CITT HALL
LQC AM(?EUE5, CALIFORNIA 0OO\1 

(213)0^7-2409 OFFICE OF THE MAYOR RICHARD J. RIORDaN 
mayor

May 4,2000

Honorable Dlarme|Fomstein 
United Statas Senator 
United Stat^ Confess
Washington D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Feinstsin:

Uonduras an oppor^mty to apply for adjustment ot immigration status under NaCARA.

As you^ aw^, ?lfACAIL^ was created to provide Nicaraguans and Cuban Nationals-in the 
United S^es the ojiiportumty to adjust their immigration Status from unlawful to lawful if they 
vvere_ in the country continuously as of December 1,1995. NACARA also contained some 
provisions relating to suspension of deportation for other Central
Wricans. However, this law did not provide the same opportiinily to adjust immigration status 
tor Salvadorans, Guatemalans, and Hondurans as v^cro acceded to Nicaraguans and Cubans,

. of Cenccul /^ericans who will benefit from t]ie provisions contained in H.R.
2722 and S. 1592 heve resided and legally worked in the United States for more than a decade- 
furthermore, the mMoriry are residents of California.

In closing, by inclu 
you will help ensure 
Immigrants from El 
to apply for peimam

Sincerely,

m.Richard J. Riordan 
Mayor

nn • J . fjT'- nnn7 t?.

ingtlao important provisions of H.R, 2722 and S. 1592 In H-IE legislation 
that Central Americans are gj\ en equal treatment under NACARA.
Salvador. Guatemala, and Honduras deserve the same opportunity as others 

.i nt residency.

. V ::v'.■

c. Nmwu

■'•V

. I

iI■ vi
-'V

4;

-i



Aug-24-ZODO 1l;44am From-CARECEN 2133851094 T-57Z P.OOB F-1B9

The New'York Times: Editqirial 

July 5, 2000

liTLTiigrarion Injustices

With unemplo^nnent rates £t a 30-year low and strong growth in the high-tech 
sector, many technology companies are hard pressed to find enough 
programmers
and other skilled worker^ to meet their needs. One way industry has dealt 
with the labor shortage has been to hire skilled foreign workers who are 
allowed to come to this country under special, :.emporary H-IB visas, But now 
demand for skilled worke^^s is outstripping the number of such workers 
allowed

Congress needs to raise the visa cap temporarily to 
ould also correct some severe injustices in the 
e hurt immigrants who have been in this country for

in each year by statute. 
ease the shortages. It sh 
iiTimigratiori laws that hav 
more th.an a decade.

Under current law, H-IE visas, which permit foreign workers to stay in the
United States for up to years, are capped &■. 115,000 for fiscal year
2000
and will decline to G5,0Cj0 in 2002. There is bipartisan support in Congress 
to increase that cap for a limited time. One reasonable proposal, sponsored 
by Representatives David Dreier, Republican of California, and Coe Lofgren, 
Democrat of California, would increase the cap to 200,000 visas per year 
through 2003. Their bill would set aside a number of the visas for nonprofit 
research institutions anc would require that 60,000 visas be reserved for 
people with advanced degrees. The proposal woulc.' also increase the visa
application fee to 51,000 from 5500 and direct the money toward job training 
and education programs.

1

The Clinton administration supports ,a temporary increase in the visa cap, 
but
wioh higher fees than the Dreier-Lofgran plan. It also wants Congress to 
correct some other immigration problems.

In 1997, Congress granted'permanent residency to Nicaraguan and Cuban 
refugees who fled oppresskon by their leftist regimes in the 1980's. But it 
granted only lesser forms!of relief to Guatemalans and Salvadorans who fled 
right-wing regimes, and it neglected Haitians and Hondurans, Congress should 
dismantle these distinctions and allow Central American refugees to apply 
for
permanent residency on an equal basis.

Congress should also cure a legal iTiess left over from the 1936 immigration 
overhaul. At that time Copgress granted amnesty to illegal aliens who had 
been in the country before 1982. But some 300,000 peop.le were improperly 
denied the opportunity to!apply for amnesty by tne Immigration and 
Naturalization Service. '

Years of litigation followed, with the courts ruling in favor of the 
immigrants. Then in 1996,!Congress stripped the courts of jurisdiction over 
these cases, leaving these immigrants, a great number of whom had been 
granted work authorization, in legal limbo. A sensible bill now pending in 
Congress would allow these individuals and other similarly situated people 
who have been here since the mid-1980's to stay permanently.

Copyright 2000 The New York Times Coiripany
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L OS ANGELES TIMES EDITORIALS

MARK H. WILLES,
KATHRYN M. DOWN! MG, Pnsldeni and Chief Executive Officer 

MICHAEL PARKS. Editor and Executive VicePnsidenc 
JANET CLAYTON, Edilcr of the Editorial Paget and Vice President

A s President Clinton tours four cc’un- 

tries In the storm-devastated Cen- 
A tral'American isthmus this week, he 
will be prqssed to help solve the region's 
problems, and there is none more pressing

called NACARA bill, the laxv intended that 
Guatemalans and Salvadorans "be provided 
with a fair and equitable opportunity to 
demonstrate that they should be permitted 
to remain in the United States and pursue

than the fa^e of almost a quarter-million im- permanent residency." But that is not the 
migrants driven out not by storms but by message coming from the Immigration and
war. They |have lived in the United States Naturalization Service, which has adopted
since the l^SOs and deserve a resolution of an unnecessarily restrictive interpretation

of the law.
Instead of presuming 

that these immigrants 
would suffer in their na­
tive countries if they 
were deported, the Im­
migration Service insists 
they present proof to an 

— ' immigration official that
deportation would mean 

“extreme hardship" for them and their 
family members. Supporters estimate that 
requirement will cost each immigrant be­
tween ?2,000 and ?6,000 in lavs^ers' fees.

their status. Yes or no, 
stay or go.

Clinton $hould seize 
the .occasion to state 
clearly, a|d' immedi­
ately, that he intends to 
resolve the' 
the 190,000 
and 50,000 < 
who fled 
American vv

situation of 
Salvadorans 
luatemalans 
Ke Central
irs of the 1980s, most of them to 

Southern Calltfornia.
At issue are the heads of families now liv-

CJimon should resolve the 
situation of the 190,000 
Salvadorans and 50,000 

Guatemalans, who fled the Central 
American wars of the 1980s.

ing in the United States mainly under a dIS- ,j>i,,uwu tuiu 9,q,uuu m javsvers’ rees
puted resid^ce status. When they arrived, And it will be up to an INS official to decide 
they were denied asylum by U.S. officials, what constitutes extreme hardship 
despite the fact that most of them met t ne v... . .asylum requirement of being refugees flee- ., Glmton has an opportunity to re-
ing from repressive regimes. The refugees ^ a wrong. He can and should make a 
sued and reluctantly Washington agreed to ■ ^ decision on this group of Central Ameri- 
nrovidp som^ rph’pf. pTant.^npr tVipm nprm-e" cans Who got caught Up in wars-in whichprovide somb relief, granting them^pernrl.s- caught up in wars in which
Sion to work jn- this country while.their .sU- . Washin^on had a significant hand. 
tuswasexanLin^.;;:p;^y...,...,- ; k The presidentahould'consider that these . '

Then, cam ^ ..the'..i^ic^^^ah-.and:,.Centrai grovm .roots', iii .America,'"
f,. , ,"‘..,'1 , • ...  j®*,giuryij, iUULa.ili 'ArnurK

' ••••('I'guahs'andX

■Accbfcfihg

mfssmmmmfwmm'■Kii ......,
-■■■■■■ ‘'■'-■■■■Ti/n':'-.
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Play Fair With These Rdftl^es
TEe Clinton ac ministration has . devised a 

plan that should help resolve one of the na­
tion’s most difficult immigration'issues, the., 
status of nearly 500,000 Guatemalan and Sal-, 

. vadoran refugees who. fled their-countries 
during the Cent-al .-American wars of the 
1970s and 1980s.., ■.- ■■

They wEl not r^eive the blanket amnesty

. ?:■

cannot afford. In all fairness; the'INS should 
simplify the rules and be asigeherous as the ■ 
cases allow in making its deciriohs.'i'

Advocates say the refuged '-s.hould . have 
been given asylum and 'some, soft of legal star 
tus the. moment they set fodt'dlri‘'U.S.''Eoil. 'Bul'.. ■; 
the Reagan and. Bush administrations ■ -held’’ '

------  . --------------------------, that only 3% of them-:V'ere victims.of. a war.' -..
that Congress griinted two years ago to Cu- fought vvith -U.S. assistance.'.Ffom'-ipost;^ ■
bans and Nicaraguans who fled Communist- evaluations' by knowl^eable :inv,ekigatora.' '
led regimes, The |iatus of the Salvadoran and ihaf number- seems' ineredibiy JoWi.'The: INS'
Guatemalan refu^'ef is .murkier. The regimes • should take a hard look;-at what appears to be.a'' ;
they fled were supported by U.S. ■adrfdnistra-. dubious barrier. •"
tidns during Cei 'Ifal America's, civil. wars. - Nova more than 'a decade after flying -the 
They vrill not get^a free.pass, bufthat .does - genocide in 'Guatemala'and ideath -squads-iri.':. 
not mean.they sHbuld'be denied 'an. opportu- • Ell-.Salvador,many of^these immigr^ts have'of 

.mty,tomake acasfetostay,, put down roots ■ in :the; United-.--States .■and'"-
: . Under the ;Glint|on administration:program, borne children who. are'Am'eHcah'.citizens.dii''^
lhpse.seeking,.te.y^main.-must fOe new-docu- many cases they could; not.fetufn Mo 'thei^ "
.men^ t.o.back'.MWir.-claim to .refugee status 
and, uli:iit^'t'ely,- tf remain as. legal residents.. 
Kaflure-td make a.ca^e-couJd lead ■to deporta­
tion. That.judgment'will,be made by.-the Im- 
migra,tion and NatjuraJizati'on Service.'- 

It won't be easy -for applicants to complete 
the 'cornplex and intimidaling.process. Paper 
work -will require - —'—

. constant,' leourii

•'-L.’-.'-'i'’ ••'1'

■ r-!

■ i

■ • ' ■’ -u--' .. •- .-

-'i ■ -

the help';of a professional- _________________
eE,.ibat'. most .immigrants . They have,paid the price,-f ' "'v.' I.

....... .. ' L ' . -L ; . ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ '̂■ '■i--.:-.;':- --'.viv

home : countries .without risk:,..Like.'all vpival''. -. 
wars, .those in El Sal-yador .'arid Guatemala' . 
have long-shadows.;.,. • ''''.d: ■

The INS will .begin accepting^^pplicatidns ’' 
for refugee .status .June .21. Commuiuty-base'd'.' < 
support groups like the Central American Re­
source Center should deploy, their'-respur.ces-. 
to assure'that the refugees get a -fair hearing, .
'TVifiV +Viii> ' ''v ‘ / ' . ' ‘ • .T .

• i' I-'
-■■■'■'■■f -;'..'"-L ;'v/-.LLv

.- --r'l .• .. ri • .'.i',' .s' i." -.'i.
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AN INDEPENDENT NEWSPAPER

ense
^ HERE IS A 4'ay to provide hurricane- 

struck Centra America with billions in 
prompt, steady and effectively targeted 

ad ^thout a pennyls expense to U.S. taxpay­
er. ,<But it take some legislative and 
bureaucratic agility to province it.
-;'.The sm^ way would be to provide the 

^ option of immediate permanent residence to 
those who fled upheaval in Central America in 
pre. yOs and '80s iind whose immigration 
P^tiis is uncertain n(^w. That status is Sready 

I fl^ven to Nicaraguans as a class, but it is 
offered to Salvadorar s and Guatemalans only 
onli.slow, costly an i uncertain case-by-case 
basis.. Permanent reiidence would allow the 
several groups of beneficiaries to' continue 
sendmg home the millions in , remittances, 
crudal to a region fl at was still gasping for 
rebirth even before Hurricane Mitch delivered 
its once-in-a-century h lymaker in November.

So why not make it fairer and easier for 
Salvadorans and Goat jmalans, who otherwise 
iacfi^ being deported pr going underground? ■

B--cause the immigration law of 1997 compels 
them to prove on an individual basis that their 
deportation would result in “extreme hard­
ship”—a proof, as we say, slow, costly and 
unreliable to make,

.^d why was the law written in this unequal 
fashion? Because Cold War immigration law 
has consistently favored those who fled com­
munist-led regimes (such as Nicaragua in the 
'80s, unlike Guatemala and El Salvador), And 
adds House immigration Chainnan Lamar 
Smith of Texas, because this is what immigra- 
tioii groups asked for in a famous suit alleging 
unjaimess in administration of the law.

'I.'o treat immigration privileges as foreign md 
to iriends in distress—thus onnot be the law^s 
firs' purpose. But in the speciai circurastaiices 
of C entral America, which is (1) devastated, (2) 
do.-.e and (3) dependent, it is a good second
purijose. The case is strong for touching up the
law while admim'cfpnnty if -ac

wuici-wL2»c i»upporaiig rresiaenc Clmt app als for the reconstruction of the region.

■ v;-'.. ■■ : ;■

.. ...................... .
..lA.- vr..t.i-j-■
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Sal Worans Stake Their Claim 

in Southland Political Game
BvanVonio ouv^
times staff writer

Sure, i550 spread among ihree 
City Cquncil candidates is not 
likely to [Win any elections.

But to. Southern California’s ap- 
proxmiately 750,000 residents with 
roots in .ill Salvador, that money— 
raised for races in Los Angeles and 
Glendale by Salvadoran Ameri- 
cims-reoresenta a major victory. 
With It, members of this fast- 
growing community have staked 
their claipi in local politics, hoping 
to emergt from obscurity and elect

a fe w of their own. ........
Those are goals of the Salva- ' 

dor;m American Political Action 
Con.mitiee, or Sal-PAC, the onJy^ 
reg:stered lobby for Central^ 
Amrncans living in the U.S,

This group of lawyers, emrepre- ' 
heurs and other professionals-,' 
most of them in their 20s_aims t3!; 
push the Salvadoran perspective 
on an array of issues affecting the 
region s about 1.5 million CentraiF 
Americans—including crime,).
healih care and immigrant rights. '

Their efforts are a sign of what' 
Please see GROUP,
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Continued from B1
observers call grov ing sophistica- 
lion in the Ceniral American com­
munity as Salvador in, Guatemalan 
and Nicaraguan fa nilies who fled 
civil wars in the If 80s sink deeper 
rc«ts in Southern C ilifomia.

"There is no po ideal voice yet 
among Central Americans.” said 
Mari Lopez, a Sal-F AC board mem­
ber who coordinates community 
programs for the National Assn, of’ 
Latino Elected Oificials. “What 
there is amounts to | little ^ueak."

But as they appW for citizenship 
in greater number), "People from 
Central America ar • starting to look 
for attention froi^ their elected 
officials," she saldj "We have our 
own issues that ai|e different than 
the rest of the Latino community.
But when it comes 
tion and the quail

to public educa- 
,y of life in our

neighborhoods, we' have the same 
concerns as everyb^ else."

Second - Largest Latino 
Group in Soyithland

A 1996 demographic study of 
local Ceniral Ame icans conducted 
by the Latino offcials association, 
and the Tomas Riilera Policy Insti­
tute in Claremont showed signs of 
prosperity in the Salvadoran com­
munity, sUghUy more than among 
Guatemalans and Nicaraguans.

Already. Salvadorans are the 
second largest lUtino group in 
Southern Californp, behind Mexi­
can Americans. A .most a third are 
U.S. citizens, the rtudy found, and 
about 13% own tlheir own homes. 
Nearly 30% have annual house­
hold incomes of n ore than $36,000; 
about 9% earn mare than $50,000. 
One-tenth of the |community owns 
a business, the ^tudy found, and 
2% hold American college degrees.

The numb^ are promising, con­
sidering that most have been living 
in the United Stktes less than 20 
years, said Sall-PAC President 
Randy Jurado-EiftU, 26, a poUtical 
strategist with " 
league of Conser

2133851094
State Sen, Lir. Figueroa (D-Fre- 

rnontl and Duarte school board 
member Reyna Diaz are the only 
Salvadoran Amt ricans now holding 
public office in California. "Our 
ultimate goal is to have one of our 
own board members run." Jurado-
Ertllsaid,

For Tuesday ';: elections. Sal-PAC 
endorsed city council candidates 
Alex Padilla and Madison Shockley 
in Los Angeles, and Gus Gomez in 
Glendale, spUttiog the $550 among 
them and providing campaign vol­
unteers. The (iroup raised about 
$5,OO0 tor the state elections in 
November, divided among five can­
didates, indudlrig Gov. Gray Davis.

The money i;m’t much, hut “ev­
ery little bit helps,” said Padilla, a 
26-year-old Massachusetts Insti­
tute of Technology graduate who 
has collected $'300,000 in his bid to 
fill the cQuhcil .seat in the northeast 
San Fernando Valley that Richard 
Alarcon left vacant when he be­
came a sute senator.

At their fund-raisers and meet­
ings, Sal-PAC members tell politi­
cians that Cer.tral Americans will 
someday play a key role in local 
elections.

More and More Move 

Out of Pico-Umon

the California 
raUnn Voters. 

"■‘We’re becomi ig a vibrant com­
munity with a gri 
kids who go tr

El Salvador," said

wing middle class, 
universities and

become professic nals and families 
who follow politi S3 here and not in

jurado-ErtlL
Like leaders in the Jewish or Irish' 

communities bef; »re them,, he said, 
Sal-PAC intend) to establish its 
community's poUlcal clout in true 
American tashim-wiih money. 
The group also hopes to carve a
poHtieal bloc frot i lOO.oOO
Salvadoran. Atrteriean registered 
voters in L-A. and Orange counties.

Salvadoran /American families are 
increasingly muvtng from the Pico- 
Union area n.'ar downtown L.A.. 
where most n.,w arrivals settle, to 

■ the northeast Valley, southeast Los 
jAngeles County and north Orange 
'County, community leaders said.
; Noting the same shift in his 
hometown of Pacoima, Padilla, a 
Mexican American, said, "One of 
my favorite t-ico stands as a kid is. 
now a puptiser ia."

Along Van Nuys Boulevard, in 
What for year; was a mostly Mexi­
can American area, there are clus­
ters of S^vadoran restaurants spe- 
cialiniig in puj Tisci paatnes.

The group'.; outward migration 
from its barrio near downtown 
provides Sal-PAC with increased 
clout, group leaders say. "We can 
be the swing vote in several dis­
tricts," Jurado-Ertll said.

In November, Sal-PAC helped 
register more than 5.000 Salva­
doran Americ.an voters on behalf of 
Anaheim Democrat Lou Correa, 
providing th.; Mexican American 
with breathirig room in an Assem­
bly race he won by 5.300 votes.

"My area iias the second lowest 
voter lumoui. in the state," said 
Correa, whos’- district includes the 
Salvadoran Consulate in Santa Ana. 
“Voter turnout ia the key to My 
victory. To us, [the registration 
drivel was golden." Beyond mobiliz­
ing )agetting peopl’i to become aware of 
their issues." lie said

T-572 P.012/050 F-199
A chief concern among Salva­

dorans is what the group calls 
unfair treatment of immigrants un­
der the federal N'lcaraguan Adjust­
ment and Central American Relief 
Act of 1997.

A byproduct of lingering Cold 
'War views, the federal immigration 
statute grants blanket amnesty to 
Nicaraguans and Cubans who fled 
the Sandinista and Castro regimes. 
For Salvadoran and Guatemalan 
refugees, however, who fled U.S.- 
backed dictatorships during the 
1980s, the law requires each individ­
ual to prove that he or she would , 
suffer "extreme hardship" if de­
ported. a costly legal hurdle.

Sal-PAC and other Central 
American activists say the policy 
cripples immigrant efforts to gain 
legal residency and ignores proof of 
widespread human rights violations 
in El Salvador and Guatemala. , 

Sal-PAC has begun lobbying to 
change the law. which the Clintoh- 
administraiion is already scrutiniz­
ing. When President Clinton 
toured Central America last month 
to witness the destruction left, by 
Hurricane Mitch, Jurado-Ertll was 
part of a contingent that flew to El 
Salvador to lobby for changes in 
the immigration law.

The issue, said Jurado-Ertll, 
took a back seat to the hurricane,

"We didn't have much access' to 
the Clinton administration,” he sad.,' 
"But we’ve advised other groups on _ 
what to say to his aides. HopefuUyr- 
the message got through."

‘A Continuation of 

the American Dream"
Some legislators have agreed to;-; 

champion Sal-PAC causes. At a. 
recent fund-raiser at the San Sal-^ 
vador Resuurani near downtown, 
aides to Rep. Xavier Becerra, Rep. 
Lucille Roybal-Allard and Assemr^, 
bly Speaker Antonio Villaraigosa, - 
all Los Angeles Democrats, sam- ■ 
pled a $25-per-plate pvpusa buffet. 
and talked over live cu.wbia music..;;

Assemblywoman Gloria Romero 
(D-Alhambra) told the audience rf 
50 or so Salvadoran activists and 
business leaders that the formatioB 
of Sal-PAC "is a continuation of the; 
Amencan dream," She also urged ., 
unity among Central Americans and’ 
Mexican Americana. ■ ;

The sentiment is spreading, aa" 
local Guatemalan. Nicaraguan and 
Honduran leaders view Sal-PAC ' 
a model for their own aspirations. •.

Gualanet—a national nonprofit^, 
group for Guatemalan Americans^ 
who number about 500.000 in . 
Southern California—predicts a,_ 
Guatemalan political lobby being - 
Eotmed ihis year. About ipO.MSt, 

■ Nicaragua)! Americans live m 
Southland loo. ’ ■
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/A MINUTES OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES. STATE OF CAUFORNlA

ViQiei Varona-Lukens, E*ecutlve Officer 
Clerk of ihe Board of Supervisors 
383 Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration 
L-os Angeles, California 90012

At Its mesting held June 13. 2000, the Board took the following action;

56
Supe visor Burke made the following statemenr.

“The Central American population in Los Angeles County is one of the 
larrjest in the nation, in 1997, Congress enacted the Nicaraguan 
Ad.ustment and Central American Relief/^ (NACARA), While this much 
neuded legisiaiion allowed the adjustment of status for permanent 
res dericy by N caraguan and Cuban refugees, it neglected to include 
oth.^r similarly situated groups.

■|n light of ii|ie similar circumstances endured by G
uatemalans.

urans and Salvadorans in their countries of origin, it is 
they be treated with equity oy u.S. immigratiori laws. Like

Haiiians, Hond 
imp.srative that
The vicaraguan > and Cubans, thousands of people that "form these 
negieaed groups have suffered from human rights violations, political 
repression, eco lomic instability and violent persecution,

“Currently, Ttjiousands of Central American families (many with 
American bom (fhildren; contribute greatly toward Los Angeles County’s 
soci,'il and econbmic prosperity. As law-abiding taxpayers, 
Cemral-Americans offer tremendous diversity and exhibit a very strong 
comrnitnnent towjard democracy. Recognizing their importance in our 
mmnunities, Congress is presently consioering the Central American and 
Haitu'in Adjusirnint Act (HR 2722, S.1592) that will offer the opportunity of 
permanent residency to qualified Guatemalans, Haitians, Hondurans and 
Salvadorans whra nave continuously resided in the United States since 
December 1995.

“Adoption of t 
proiet lions to the 
Cubans, Hungarija 
and many others

lis legislation would afford Central Americans similar 
se previously emended toward Cambodians, Chinese, 
ans, Laotians. Nicaraguans. Yugoslavians, Vietnamese

(Continued on Page 2)
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carried ty rig vote® Ayes-Tupervb^^ Supervisor Molina, duly
Noes: Supe.iscrs iCn^arie a„o

’■ Sn ana

CnitedlteKcfSnK^^^
permanent!residents of the United SVjtes- and ^

mrnigtelion iSito

S061300-S6

Copies dis ribu.ted;
Each Supervisor 
Chief Admlriistrati^d Officer 
County -ounsel

Letters sen'to:
The Pretiident 
Senator Barbara Bojier 
Senator Dianne Fein stein 
Senator Richard j. Djrbin 
Congres-sm^n Christopher H. Smith

toegito' Congreesinnal

Tl |W-3<a~P«H« 1 pi; ?T

-2-
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BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
C:OUNTY OF LOS ANGELES
31 j »ENi>ETn nAfiK nui Of AQMiN>STR*TiOh / .0& anCEie;. California

VIOUET VARi «yJA^LUKENS. E^CUTIVE OFFICER 
I2ia)97*-1411

June H. 2000

T-572 P.015/050 F-199

mEmBEK of the BOAAD
GLDfeAMOUNA

TVOixHE SfUTMW«rrE BgU£ 
ZEV TA«QSi«WSCT 

OO^ iCmaBE 
MiCn*Ei p. aWTOmOwiCm

The Honorable Richard J. Durbin 
United Sta^s Senate 
SR<364 Rii^sell Senate Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20510-1304

Dear Senator Durbin:

At its meeting held June 13.2000. on motion of Supen/isor 
Yvonne Brathwalte Burlte, the Los Angeles County Board of 
Supervisors went on record in suppon of adoption, or inclusion in other 
immigrant legislation, the Central Amtrican and Haitian Adjustment Act, 
H-R. 2722 ^Smiih) and S, 1592, legislation which you authored. 
Supervisors! Don Knabe and Michael □. Antonovich voted in opposition to 
this action.

Very truly yours.

violet varona-lukens
E^JCECUTIVE OFFICER

'506l30C>-56

TOTAL P.08
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^OAKD OF SUPERVISORS 

OUNTY OF EOS ANGEEES
3^ i«Ert»iETti h«HM ruu QF ADlUNlSTRiTlOM t LBS aKSElES. Cfti|FO|l>iiA 30012

VIOLET VaRUNA-LUKENS, e4ecUT1vE QFTlCEFl 
(213)974-1411

June 14. 2000
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MEmaetS OF The BOaCD

ClOBm i^Ouna 
TVOr^NE B»«7n“<AITf 8ugX{ 

ZEVVidfiSLAyMr 
DON I.^AB{ 

•niCrvkti D AKiprxWicn

The Honorjable XaVler Becerra 

Congressman
United States House of Representatives 
House OtfipB Building 
Washington. DC 20515-0530

Dear Cong 'essman Becerra:

At its meeti|ig held June 13.2000* on motion of Supervisor 
Yvonne Br^thwarte Burke, the Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors 
went on record in support of adoption of the Central American and Haitian 
Adjustment Act. H-R. 2722 (Smith) and S. 1592 (Durbin), or its inclusion in 
other irnmidrant legislation. This legislation would provide qualified 
Guaiemalafps, Haltiarts, Hondurans and Salvadorans that have 
continuously resided in the United Slates since December 1995, the 
opportunity ^ adjust status to permanent residents of the United States.
Supervisors Don Knabe and Michael D. Antonovich voted in opposition to 
(nis 3ciiorip

Very truly yours,

VIOLET VARONA-LUKENS 
EXECUTIVE OFFICER

5061300-56

Ti iKU-SOwDOOft 1

O
4.13T7crnacic P.07
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BOARD OF SUJ'ERVISORS 

COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES
■ ^ «KlieTt1 tUhH (MU. Of aSUINiSTFUTIBK / LOS ANCtLES, CaliFQHNI* SDOI?

VIOLET vaRCna-luKEns. ehECUTivE officw 
(Z13)97*.14U

June 14. 20Q0
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MMEIS QF ThE BOUtO
SLOfMiAOuriA 

TVOMnE BUldWAHE Bw«<£ 
ZD> taBOSU»5XT 

DON vt»SE 
M)Cd*£i 0 •NTONO^lCn

The Honorable Barbara Boxer 
Benaior
Uniied Stams Senate 
Senate Offfce Building 
lA/ashingiori. DC 20510-0505

Dear Senator Boxer:

At its meetiL held June 13,2000, on motion of Supervisor
rvonne Brafhwaita Burke, ihe Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors

uent on^pid m support of adoption of the Central American and Haitian(Pufbinj. or its inclus^ in
t|Ther immigfani legislation. This legislation would provide qualified 
C»uaiemalar^s, Haitians, Hondurans and Salvadorans that have

December 1995, thecp^nunity ip adjust status to permanent residents of the United States
Sor^“" oppose io

Very truly yours,

6(161300-56

VIOLET VARONA-LUKENS 
EXECUTIVE OFFICER

o
7UN-29-2000 10;22. +12136200636 SBy. P.06
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BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES

I (£Th I^nn nALi. df «wiig;sTMiO« / los mC£l£S. califosni/i som;3SS (En

VICXET VAROiia^UJSEMS, WCuti 
(2131974-1411

'E OFFICER

Jun»A 14,2000

T-572 P.01B/05D F-199

MEMBSC Of Th£ EOaC

CLOgUkMOUfU, 
TVOnnE BK>Tnw«rK Hi,eff 

ZEV »««33wkWS<T 
CION KN«eE 

"*ICrv*Et 0 ANIONCNtCK

The Honorable Dianne Feinsiein 
.'senator
Unrte<] States S enaie 
JJenate Office ^uilfllng 
Washington, DC 20510-0504

Clear Senator F ginstein:

/1 its meeting h aid June 13, 2000, on monon of Supervisor 
Yvonne Brathwarie Burke, the Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors 
V4em on record n support of adoption of the Central American aSdHaftSn 
Aijustmerjt Act. H.R. 2722 (SmhhJ and S. 1592 (Durbin) or itel^Su^ion Ji

legislaiicn would provide qualified 
Cuaiemalans. Haitians, Hondurans and Salvadorans that have 
continuously resided in the Un’rted Stales since Decemben gas the 
Of iportunity to adjust status to permanent residents of the United States
tti artlor in opposition 10

Very truly yours,

50:51300-66

violet VARONA-LUKENS 
EXECUTIVE OFFICER

C'i)
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of supervisors
COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES
3^3 nEKNn'n rartK n»u Of *0MimSTW7l0fi , lOS IhCELEi. CAL.WRhiA S001?

violet VARCNA-i-UKENS. EJifCuTivE OFFICER 
1213) 974-1411

June 14,2000

T-572 P.019/050 F-199

mEmbEbs of "Tht BCURX)

StOgu mOUma 
TVOhNe flEAlXtoA/TE BUIxE 

2EV TA«05WAV5«t 
DCn

*‘Crutv 0 >iwiotso-icn

The President 
The White House 
Washingtor, DC 20500

13ear President Clinton:

50.51300-56

Ve:fy truly yours.

violet varona-lukens
EXECUTIVE officer

,T1 IN-3S-2000 10:21 +12136220636 99iC P.04
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RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, rv/6 years ago, Congress enaced the Nicaraguan Adjiistment and Central 
. American Relief Act (STACARA),which protects N icaraguan and Cuban refugees by enabling 
them to remain perma rently in the United States as immigrants. Biit many Central Americans 

and Hairians were unfairly excluded from that bill; and
whereas, we must correct .the unfaimesf. and discrimination involved in Heating 

Nicaraguans and Cuba^ more favorably than similarly situated Central Americans and , 
Haitiansall of thesej refugees, should be created equally; and

WHEREAS, legislation is currently pending in Congress which would end this 
disparity; it would remedy this omission by addin;; Salvadorans, Guatemalans, Hondurans, 
and Haitians to the list; of deserving refiigees; and

WHEREAS, these Central American and Haitian refiigees, like Nicaraguans and 
Cubans^ fled decades of violence, human rights abuses, and economic instability resulting from 
political repression. They suffered persecution at the hands of successive repressive 
governments. Central Americans and Haitians supjjoiting democracy have feced torture, extra­
judicial killings, imprisonment, and other forms of persecution; and ’

WHEREAS, like other'political refiigees. Central Americans and Haitians have come to 
this country with a strong commionent to democracy, their children, that have been bom here, 
are U.S. citizens; andi in the City of Los Angeles, just as in other places where they have . 
settled, they have made lasting contributions to the economic vitality and diversity of our 
ccnninunitics and our; latioh; and

WHEREAS, these refugees through their own private efforts are able to s?nd fimds to 
their and tbe^ arr^ounK have become a pr unary source of income for families who lost
their jobs as a result qf'the hurricanes that ravaged these countries last year. Repatriating 
thousands of Central ^imericans and Haitians will 'onpose a great burden on these countries. 
Allowing'Central Americans and Haitians to remain here as legal residents will enable them to 
continue to provide assistance that will contribute mbstantially to vital economic recovery and 
reconstruction; and '

WHEREAS, tjie Central American and Haitian Parity Act (HR 2722, S.1592) will 
provide qualified Salv 
counny since Deceml 
and

adorans, Guatemalans, Hoprlurans and Haitians who have lived in this 
er 1995 with the opportunin' to become permanent residents of the U.S.;

WHEREAS, tiiis type of opportunity is similar to the assistance this nation has given to
other refugees, including Hungarians, Cubans, Yugoslavs, Vietnamese, Laotians, Cambodians, 
Poles, Chinese, and ihany others — Central American and Haitian refugees deserve protection 
too - the same protection we gave to Nlcaxagnans and Cubans; and

f'.n’H 5t:0 0002 9T 20<i02l78£T2:>''ej
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WHEREAS, thire is a window of opportunity to have this important legislation enacted 
by including U into another bill, the American Competitiveness in the Twenty-first Century Act 
of 2000 (HR 4227, HI. 3983 and S. 2045) which would increase the number of highly skilled 
foreign workers to cone to the United States through the H-lB visa;

NOW, THEM FORE, BE IT RESOLVED that by the adoption of this Resoluhoa, the 
City of Los Angeles svipports the Central Ameriam and Haitian Parity Act (HR 2722, 
S-1592) to provide qualified Salvadorans, Guatennlans, Hondurans and Haitians who have 
lived in this country since December 1995 with tht opportunity to become permanent residents 

of the U.S,; and .

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City of Los Angeles hereby also supports the 
inclusion of, and urge Congress to include this legislation, the Central American and Haitian 
Parity Act (HR 2722, S.1592) into another measure, the American Competitiveness in the 
Twenty-first Century Act of 2000 (HR 4227,! HR 3983 and S. 2045), which is currently 
being actively considered for enactment by Congress.

PRESENTliD BY:
alexpadhia
Councilmaiu7'^ D

90 “d Sl:0 OlpO^ 9T iOiOZt78£T^:X^J
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Regu3

AYES: 20 
NOES; B 
NOTV; 12

AYES

Alarcon.
Alpert
Bowen

Qiesbro
Costa
pimri

Figueroa
Hayden.

Hughes

Johnston

Kelley

Murray 
O' Connell 
Ortiz

Perata

Sher
Solis
Soto
Speier
Vaaconcellos

T-572 P.023/050 F-199
I W I w I > UUkf WVb I ~l ^ I

CALIFORNIA SEMATl 
at Session, 20-l-00» Aucust 

Bollcall 10:30 AK

F# 60
senate 3RD HEALING 
SR31 FIGUEROA

NOBS

18, 2000 •iSi

NOT VOTING

Brulte
Burton

Ssoutia

Haynes

Knight
Leslie

Monteith 

Mountjoy

Johannes8an 
johnaon

Kamatte

Lewis
McPherson

Morrow

Poochigian

Peace

Polanco

Rainey
Schiff

Wright
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[SENATE BUL^ 
[Office of 
[1020 N Str 
[(916) 445- 
[327-4478

S COMMITTEE 
^enate Floor Analyses 
<set, Suite 524 
6614 Fax: (916)

SR 31

THIRD READI.UG

Bill No: Slj: 31
Author: Figueroa (D), et al
Amended: introduced
Vote: 2

SENATE RULES COMMITTEE : 3-0, 8/7/00
AYES; Hughes, O'Connell, Button

SUBJECT
Act

SOURCE

Federal Central American and Haitian Adjustment

Author

DIGEST : This resolution urge:-: the President and Congress
to enact the proposed Central Amer.ican and Haitian 
Adjustment Act into law.

ANALYSIS The passage of the Illegal Immigration Reform
and immigrant Responsibility Act of 1996 would have 
applied, retroactively, strict regilations to a form of 
relief from deportation (Suspension of Deportation) to many 
individuals who have been living and working in the United 
States for mny years. In order to prevent the unfair 
retroactive application of the new law to persons who came 
to the United states fleeing civil wars, civil unrest, and 
communism, Congress passed the Nicaraguan Adjustment and 
Central American Relief Act (NACAAa) in 1997. This act 
provided imMgration relief for certain central American 
refugees with deep ties in the Uni-ed States. NACARA 
created two tiers of immigration r'-.lief: Nicaraguans and 
Cubans were given the opportunity to apply for permanent

CONTINUED

residence i

of4

SR 31 
Page

they resided continuouoly in the United States

8/21/00 11:42 AM
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since DecerrOp 
refugees we 
restricted 
out of NACA]

Resolution

jer 1, 1995, while Salv idoran and Guatemalan 
:e provided with a much more limited and 
■elief. Honduran refugees were completely left

M-

Findings

1.Congress ..s currently considering legislation, the
Central Anerican and Haitian Adjustment Act, that would
amend the 
Guatemala 
for adjus

2. If enactepi 
Act would 
Guatemala 
apply tor 
to qualif

NACARA to provide nationals of El Salvador, 
Honduras, and Haiti a a opportunity to apply 

:ment of immigration st.^tus under NACAAA.

the Central American and Haitian Adjustment 
extend to qualified people from El Salvador, 
Honduras, and Haiti the same opportunity to 

permanent residence as was previously granted 
Led Cubans and Nicaraguuns through NACARA.

3.The majority of Central Americans who will benefit from 
the provisions contained in the proposed Central American 
and Haitian Adjustment Act have cesided and legally
worked in the United States for .more than a decade; and.
of these, the majority are from California.

4.These Central Americans and Haitians contribute many
millions jaf dollars in taxes and are fueling the economic 
engine of California.

This resolution urges the President and Congress, and in 
particular flembers of the CaliforMa Delegation, to enact 
the proposepl Central American and Haitian Adjustment Act 
into law, in order that nationals of El Salvador,
Guatemala, konduras, and Haiti residing in this country are 
provided an opportunity to apply for an adjustment of 
immigration 
permanent r

Status and that qualified people may become 
esidents of this country.

Related Legislation:

S. 1592 (Sen. Richard Durbin) introduced September 15, 
1999, and H. R- 2722 (Rep. Christopher Smith) introduced

August 5, 1 
Committee) 
American R 
Salvador, 
apply for 
the applicalt

SR 31 
Page

999, (referred to the Senate Judiciary 
amends the Nicaraguan Adjustment and Central 
ief Act to provide to certain nationals of El 
.atemala, Honduras, ana Haiti an opportunity to 
[justment of status under that Act and extends 
ion filing deadline.

Permits ce; 
Guatemalan 
under the I

Jof4

ain pending applicaticns filed by Salvadoran or 
nationals under the Act. or Haitian nationals 
lition Refugee Inutd.grat.ion Fairncso Act of 1996

8/21/00 11:42 AM
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to be conve 
under the Adt.

ited to an application tor status adjustment

i n
Amends such 
waive certa 
for issuance 
children.

Acts to: (1) authorize the Attorney General to
n grounds of inadmissibility; and, (2) provide 
of immigrant visas to certain spouses and

Provides foi the limited reopening of certain orders of
deportation exclusion, or removal by certain Haitian,
Cuban, or Nicaraguan nationals.

FISCAL EFFECT Fiscal com- :

SUPPORT : (Verified 7/18/00)

MALDEF, Mexj.can American Legal Defense and Educational Fund 
Board of Supervisors, Los Angeles county 
CHIRLA, Coal.ition for Humane Immigrant Rights of Los 
Angeles
central American Resource Center (cARECEN)
Proyecto Pastoral at Dolores Mission
First United Methodist Church of Los Tingeles

ARGUMENTS IN SUPPORT ; propon.mts contend that adoption 
of the Central American and Haitiajt Adjustment Act would 
afford central Aznericans similar protections to those 
previously extended toward Cambodians, Chinese, Cubans, 
Hungarians,[Laotians, Nicaraguans, Yugoslavians, Vietnamese 
and many others.

LC:sl 8/8/00 Senate Floor Analyses

SR 31 
Page

SUPPORT/OPPOSITION; SEE ABOVE

+ *** end ■* 'f**

}<jf4
8/21/00 11:42 AM
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6a

770

w
UFCW

UNITED

!Z^nero&’

April 25, 2000

LOCAL 770
FOOD AND.COMMEROAL \VORKER$ INTERNATIONAL UNION * AFL-CIO-CLC

RICARDO F. ICAZA, President

Honorable Dianne Feinstein 
United States Senator 
331 Hart Senate Office Biilding 
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Feinstein: 

We are writing in support nr the inclusion of the Nicaraguan Adjustment and Central American
w * * --------- OAIU v^ciiurm AJTRelief Act (NACARA) to H-IB legislation, which is being co-sponsored by you, Senator 

Spencer Abraham and other Congressional representatives.

As you know, NACARA created to provide Nicaraguans and Cuban Nationals in the United 
States the opportunity to adjust tlieir immigration .'tatu?; from urja'jvful to lav.'ful if they were in 
this country continuously as of December 1, 1995. While NACARA also contained some 
provisions relating to suspension of deportation for other Central Americans, this law did not 
provide the same oppominity to adjust immigration staius for Salvadorans, Guatemalans, 
Hondurans and Haitians asiwere acceded to Nicaraguans and Cubans.

Further, the vast majority of Central Americans who will benefit from the provisions contained in 
H.R. 2722 and S.1592 have resided and legally worked in the United States for more that a 
decade. In addition, the majority are residents of California.

By including the important provisions of H.R. 2722 and S.1592 in H-IB legislation, you will 
help ensure that Central Ar^ericans receive equal treatment under NACARA. Immigrants from 

El Salvador, Guatemala, Hijinduras, and Haiti deserve tlie same opportunity as others to apply for 
permanent residency.

Your Souihem California E irecior, Guillermo Gonzales, met with the undersigned and Miguel 
Contreras, Executive Secretary-Treasurer of the Los Angles County Federation of I.abor, today at 
the Federation’s office. We--------------- ..................
behalf of Angela Sanbrano iind Randy Juardo Ertell of the Central American Resource Center,
Friday, May 19, or Saturday

have asked him to set up a meeting with you on our behalf, and on

, May 20, in Los Angeles.

P.O. BOX 770 • HOLLYWOOD. CALIFORNIA 90078 • (213) 487-7070
C1_I . I AM.-iri[<r f- n I icr-\p Ml a or>r\r,c
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April 25, 2000 
Honorable Dianne Feinsi^in 
Page 2

2133851094 T-572 P.028/050 F-199

We would appreciate the 
will be out of the counto',

I look forward to an early

Sincerely,

UFCW LOCAL 770

Ricardo F. Icaza, Presiden 

RFLjd

opportunity to meet with you regarding this critical matter. Although I 
my representative, Jim Rodriguez, would attend in my place.

reply to this request.
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S.v

m

xyr-
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CITY UAUL
LOS'AMOCLBffl, CAUIPORNI-. qooia 

(ai&) 047^e4&9

May 4,2000

OFFICE OF T HE MAYOR
RICHARD J. RIORDAN 

mavoA

Honorable Represe:ptativo Davjd Dreler 
sentativesU,S. House of R^ie 

331 Hart Sonate'OfH 

Washington D.C. 2
Ice Building 
3510

Dear Representative Df eier

I am writing this leliter to urge your support for the attachment of provisions of H.R. 2722 and S. 
1592, the “Central u^jneirican and Haitian Adjustrm nt Act*' to the H-IB legislation. H.R. 2722 
and S. 1592 are both bipartisan supported bills that amend the Nicaraguan Adjustment and 
Central American Folief Act (NACARA) to provide nationals of El Salvador, Guatemalan and 
Honduras an oppori unity to apply for adjustment of immigration status under NACARA.

As you are aware, NIAGARA was created to provide Nicaraguans and Cuban Nationals in the 
United States the opportunity to adjust their immigration status from unlawful to lawful if they 
were in the countryl continuously as of December 1,1995. NACARA also contained some 
provisions relating to suspension of deportation for other Central
Americans. Howb\ er, this law did not provide the same opportunity to adjust immigration status 
for Salvadorans, Gt atemalans, and Hcandurans as wore aficeded to Nicaraguans and Cubans.

The vaflt majority of Central Americans who will benefit from the provisions contained in H.R. 
2722 and S. 1592 hUa resided and legally worked in the United States for more than a decade;

Richard J. Riordan 
Mayor

'<?

I

t
I
I

,!j

•J.
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SACRAMENTO, CA 9424fr-0O46 
(91.g)3l9-204€

FAX (316) 313-2U6
DIBTHICTOFFtCE 
ON/lATT BUILDING 

617 SOUTH OLIVE STREET 
SUITE 710

LOS ANGELES, CA 90014 
213]S33-290O 

(2l3) B33-2807 FAX
E-mail; Qll,CB6lilo9a8eembly.cB.gov

My 27, 2000

Z133851094

CalifnrnjS figxalaturB 

GILBEM^vCEDrijLO
ASSEMBLYMEMBER, f6rTYSIXTH DISTRICT

ASSISTANT MAJORITY LEADER

T-57Z P.030/0S0 F-199
CHAIR-.
BUDGET SUBCOMMITTEE «1

ON HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES

COMNinTEES:
BUDGET
APPROPRIATIONS 
PUBLIC safety
ELECTIONS. REAPPOftTlONMENT 

AND CONSTTTUnONAL AMENDMENTS

Honorable David Dreip 
United States Representative 
237 Cannon Building 
Washington D.C. 205^0

Dear Congressman Dr^er:

I am writing this letter to nxge your support for the attachment of the provisions of H.R. 2722 and 
S. 1592, “Central American and Haitian Adjustment Act” to the H-lB legislation. H.R. 2722 
and S. 1592 are both bipartisan supported bills that amend the Nicaraguan Adjustment and 
Central American Relief Act (NACARA) to provide certain nationals of El Salvador, Guatemala, 
Honduras and Haiti an opportunity to apply for adjustment of immigration status under 
NACARA.

As you are aware, NAI2ARA was created to provide Nicaraguans and Cuban Nationals in the 
United States the opportunity to adjust their irmnigiation status from unlawfi:! to lawful if they 
were in the country continuously as of December 1, 1995. NACARA also contained some 
provisions relating to ^spension of deportation for other Central Americans. However, this law 

did not provide the same opportunity to adjust the ioamigration status for Salvadorans, 
Guatemalans, Hondurs s, aM Haitians, as were granted to Nicaraguans and Cubans.

The vast majority of C 
2722 and S. 1592 have

entral Americans who will benefit from the provisions contained in H.R- 
resided and legally worked in the United States for more than a decade. 

This issue is of particular importance for me since 1 represent one of the districts with the highest 
concentration of Centnl Americans in the United States.

I am joining CaJifomiE legislators in asking you to play a leadership role in ensuring that 
Salvadorans, Guatema ans, Hondurans, and Haitians are given equal treatment by our 
immigration laws. Thwefore, I respectfully request that you support our Central American 
communities in California and throughout the United States.

Sincerely,

Gil A. Cedillo 
Assemblymember 46*

Serving the communitl

District

as ofdowntomr) Los Angeles, CMe Center, Boyla Heights, Aforesfown, LlWe Tokyo, Pico Union, 
'pi'lfpino Tom. South f'ark, Temple-BeBUdry, Westtaka, Wllshi^a Center, portions of Chinatown and East Los Angeles

200®

Printed on Recycled Paper 
01110513 IID 406Z ECS CTZ XVd iZ'-LX 0002/1^0/80
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FAX (BIB) 319-2148
DISTRICT OFFICE
oviatt building

617 SOUTH OLIVE STREET 
SUrTE710

LOS ANGELES. CA 90014 
(213) 833-2300 

(219) 833-2007 FAX

Z133851094

E-mail: GII.CedllloOassainbly.ca.gov

July 27, 2000

agiglirfurE

T-57Z P.031/050 F-199
CHAIR;
BUDGET SUBCOMMITTEE «1

ON HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES

COMMrrrEEE;
BUDGET
APPROPRIATIONS 
PUSUC SAFETY
ELECTIONS. REAPPORTIONMENT 

AND CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS

ASSISTANT MAJORITY LEADER

Honorable Trent Lott 
United States Senator 
487 Russell Building 
Washington D.C. 205:

Dear Senator Lott:

I am vvriting this letter^ urge your support for the attachment of the provisions of H.R. 2722 and 
S. 1592, “Central American and Haitian Adjustment Act” to the H-IB legislation. H.R. 2722 
and S. 1592 are both b: partisan supported bills that amend the Nicaraguan Adjustment and 
Central American ReliW Act (NACARA) to provide certain nationals of El Salvador, Guatemala, 
Honduras and Haiti an opportunity to apply for adjustment of immigration status under 
NACARA.

As you are aware, NACARA was created to provid e Nicaraguans and Cuban Nationals in the 
United States the opportunity to adjust their immigration status from unlawful to lawful if they 
were in the country continuously as of December 1, 1995. NACARA also contained some 
provisions relating to suspension of deportation for other Central Americans. However, this law 
did not provide the san le opportunity to adjust the i mmigration status for Salvadorans, 
Guatemalans, Hondur^, and Haitians, as were granted to Nicaraguans and Cubans.

The vast majority of C mtral Americans who will b merit from the provisions contained in H.R. 
2722 and S. 1592 have resided and legally worked in the United States for more than a decade. 
This issue is of parricutar importance for me since 1 represent one of the districts with the highest 
concentration of Central Americans in the United S tates.

I am joining California 
Salvadorans, Guatema 
immigration laWS. Thi 
communities in Califo:

Sincerely,

CoJjJUfi
Gil A. Cedillo 
Assemblymember 46'

legislators in asking you to play a leadership role in ensuring that 
ans, Hondurans, and Haitians are given equal treatment by our 

.(trefore, I respectfully requesi that you support our Central American 
ima and throughout the Unitod States.

Soming tha conwunrt

District

sa of downtown Los Angeles, CMc Ca iiBr, Boylo Heights, Koreatown, LiWo Tokyo, Pico Union, 
Tlllplno Town, South ^ark. T^mple-Beaudry. Westlake, Wllshira Canter, portions of Chinatown and East Los Angelas

Printad on f?^o> cr/atf Paper
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July 27, 2000

SiifE

ASSEMBLYMEMBER, TOHTY-SIXTHblSTHICT
ASSISTANT MAJORITY LEADER

T-572 P.032/050 F-199

CHAIR:
BUDGET SUBCOMMITTEE #1

ON HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES

COMMITTEES;
BUDGET
APPROPRIATIONS 
PUBLIC SAFETY
ELECTIONS, REAPPOHTIONMENT 

AND CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS

Hon. Dianne Feinstei^
United States Senator
331 Hart Senate Offic e Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Feinsteia:

I am writing this lette ■ to urge your support for the attachment of the provisions of H-R, 2722 and
S. 1592, “Central Am uican and Haitian Adjustment Act" to the H-IB legislation. H.R. 2722
and S. 1592 are both bipartisan supported bills that amend the Nicaraguan Adjustment and 
Central American Refief Act (NACARA) to provi de certain nationals of El Salvador, Guatemala, 
Honduras and Haiti ap opportunity to apply for ad >ustment of immigration status under 
NACARA.

As you are aware, N/^,CARA was created to provide Nicaraguans and Cuban Nationals in the
United States the opp Trtunity to adjust their immittration status from unlawful to lawful if they
were in the country continuoxtsly as of December 1,1995. NACARA also contained some 
provisions relating to suspension of deportation for other Central Americans. However, this law 
did not provide the saTne opportunity to adjust the unmigration status for Salvadorans, 
Guatemalans, HonduiL, and Haitians, as were granted to Nicaraguans and Cubans.

The vast majority of Central Americans who will benefit from the provisions contained in H.R. 
2722 and S. 1592 hav 
This issue is of partic- :ii
concentration of Central Americans in the United States.

; resided and legally worked in the United States for more than a decade, 
lar importance for me since I represent one of the districts with the highest

joining Califomii legislators in asking you to play a leadership role in ensuring that 
adorans, Guatem^ans, Hondurans, and Haitiaos are given equal treatment by ourI am 

Salvadorans, and Haitiaos are given equal treatment by our
___ ^______ _ __ , ^ ully reque.st that you
communities in Califc mia and throughout the United States.

uuaiui.Lvu.(u.w, ------------------------------I--------------------------------------- o ■ - T. -immigration laws. Therefore, 1 respectfully reque.st that you support our Central Amencan 
■ lifci

Sincerely,

OUiUt
Gil A. Cedillo 
Assemblymember 46 District

Serving the commun/tliis of downtown Los Angelas, CMc Center, Boyle Heights, Koreawwn. LMe Tokyo, Pico Union, 
Pillpina Town, South P irk, Temple-Beaudry, Westlake, Wllshire Center, portions of Chinatown and East Los Angeles
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RJCMARD J. RI.ORDaN
HArOR

May 4,2000

Honorable Dianne Feinstein 
United States Senktor 
United States CongressLongi
Washingtcai D,C. |20510

Dear Senator Feinlstein:

? I*suppon for tl,e attachment of provisions of H.R. 2722 and $
lh92, toe Central American and Haitian Adjustment Actf’ to the H-IB legislation K R. 2722 
Md $. 1592 are both bipartisan supported bills thrt amend the Nicaraguan Adjustment and 
Cen^l American Reh&f Act (NACARA) to provide nationals of El Salvador, Guatemalan and 
Honduras an opponunity to apply for adjustment -if imrnigration status under NACARA.

^ you^ aw^e, [NACAI^ was created to provide Nicaraguans and Cuban Nationals in the 
ppommity to adjust their Immigration status from unlawful to lawful if they 
continuously as of December 1, 1995. NACARA also contained some 
0 suspension of deportation for other Central

k/er, this law did not provide the-, same opporhmity to adjust immigration status 
uatemalans, arvd Hondurans as were acceded to Nicaraguans and Cubans.

^e^vast^majority c f Central Americans who will benefit from the provisions contained in H R.

'ority are residents of Califom la.

United States the c 
were in the countn 
provisions relating t 
Americans. Howe 
for Salvadorans, G

2722 and S. 1592 ha' 
ftuthennore, the miy

In closing, by includ 
you will help ensur J 
Irani igrants from E 
to apply for pennan

Sincerely,

Richard J; Riofdari

... .

cr> .• j

ing tlic important provisions c f H.R, 2722 and S. 1592 in H-IB legislation 
that Central Americans are given equal neatment under NACARA. 
Salvador. Guatemala, and Honduras deserve the same opportunity as others 

ent residency.
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Educational Fund empowenog Laiino.s toparticipaie fully m ihe American polilicalp
roccss

April 21, 2000

The Honorable Diaiie Feinstein
United States Congi esis
,331 Hart Senate Ofi ice Building
Washington, D.C., 20510-0504

Dear Senator Felnsu-.in:

Association of Latino Elected and Appointed Officials 
(NALEO) Educational Fund, I urge your support for the attachment of the

hTb legTsla™'

The Nicaraguan Adjustment and Central American Relief Act (NACARA) 
provides Nicaraguans and Cuban Nationals in the United States the oppormniiy 
to adjust their unlawful status to a lawful one given that they, have resided in the 
Unite States since December 1, 1995. However, This legislation does not extend 
^s s^e opportunitN' to Salvadoran, Guatemalans, Hondurans or Haitians. 
Therefore, I hope you will consider the provisions, H.R. 2722 and S. 1592 that 
include majority <jf Central Americans who have resided and have legally 
worked in the United States. . ■ r

For those whose lives are already deeply rooted in California and other states, 
ttese, provisions can secure equitable treatment under U.S. immigration laws. 
Your support will help to ensure tliat Central Americans receive recognition of 
the tremendous contributions they have already made to American society and in 
economy.

The N^EO Educational Fund is the leading organization that empowers Latino 
to p^icipate ftilly in the American political process, from citizenship, to public 
semce. The NALEO Educational Fund is a national non-profit, civic research 
and action organization whose constituency includes the more than 5,400 Latino 
elected and appointed officials.

In Conclusion, Central .^ericans still recovering from war, natural disasters and 
economic instability exist in legal limbo while U.S. immigration laws.selectively 
offer protections for l imilar groups. Therefore, it is necessary to assure that our 
democracy serves all ^p-oups by supporting the Nicaraguan Adjustment and 
Central American Relief Act.

cctor
WWW.NALEO.ORO

□ 311 MiiSNachusetl,y Avtnuc. N£ □ 4920 Inringion BIviJ,, #B 
Wiishinsion. D,C, 2(Hk)2 Hou.k'lon. I'X 77(X)9

(202) .“146-253(1 (71.1) 697-f.4()0
Hux (202).54(v4(21 Fax (713U-.04-2220

□ 853 Broadway, Suite 1920 
New Yftrk, NY 10003 

(212)'777-83.3.5 
Fax (7.121 777-R611
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MALDEP
1717 K

. MEXICAJV AMERICAN LEGAL DEFENSE 
f AND EDUCATIONAL FUND

Stieei NW. Suite 311- Washington. DC 20036 ■ (202) 2y.l-2«2K - f2«2) 293-2849 FAX

April 25, 2000

T^Mexican American Legal Defense and Educational Fund (MALDEF) 
supports the bipartisan legislation introduced by RepreseSve^iSli,

Thd p^sage of the lUegal Immigration Reform and ImimpTaDt 
Act of 1996 OHUIRA) would have applied.
regdlanons to a form of relief from deponation (Sust3en.'!irm nP n • ^ 

Arnica ReUef An (NACAH.V) in 1997. Those who

- srBsi,do npT treat smularly situated individuals the same. ^ ^ NACARA

Undir NACaRA, Nicaraguans :md Cubans are permitted m ■
to dip of Pemenent Residents. SsJvadorats anrS!!SaWTd

hand stdl have to meet vny difftcnlt to satisfy rules that orfr^LT,!. . 
qiudly for Suspension of Deportation (now o^ed i^celSn^^SL^t °
In adbtnon. NACARA. does noi extend any relief 1^™* ^
who (led similai eivil unrest in their hl7coS^,l°

differ md Lnato*fo™ tfS'trwhok situaMons
whon are Latino. The legisladon introduced by 
Gude rez would correct that by giving qualifying Salvadoran ritar 1 

r“ddt™' ““““ *0 opportunity to become petm^ent '

pa^'Tat^t^ "
lommunities, living and woi king here with the permission of rheT: ? 
rment. Many have U.S. citizen children. MaLDEF stranely su-nnort«!

Most
uncen 
their c 

govern 
bringir 
enacmicm of H.R. 2722.
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MALDEF

1717 K Street tW, Suite 311 . Washinpon, DC 20036 - (202) 293-2828 - (202) 293-2849 FAX

MaLDE]^ supports HJL 2722. CENTRAL AMERICAN AND HAITIAN
ADJUSTMENT ACT n^iiiAN

^ 2722, intro luced by Representatives Smith CR-NJ) and GutierTez m.n't *
SaK^oram, atematan., Hondunu.., aad Hattil tta^e
and Cabaas: aUawmg th«e nalioiiabl to apply for ponnanent resident status.^

* A a I?- Adjustment and Centnl American ReUef Act
NicOTguans and Cubans arc able to apply for peimanent resident status. T^re is no relief for Hondurans or Haitians who have flS^ commies for 

masons ^ai to foose of the Nicara.raans and Cubans. Salvadorans and 
Guaiemala|is face strict r^es that only allow them to apply for Suspension of 
Deponauon (now called Cancellation of Removal).

• H-R-ammi NACARA to aBow qualified Salvadorans. Guatemalans, 
Hemdurana. and Haitians to apply for [lermanent resident status.

sets ^appUcaiion deadline of April 1. 2003 (also extending the deadlineH.R, 2722
for Cubans and Nicaraguans to that dare).

^ requirement of NACARA which mandates that a dependent of a Cuban or 
Nicaraguan or Haitian must also be Cuban, Nicaraguan, or Haitian would be

o“air“brNA^r'^”’'“
H.r^r

I

H.R. 2722 nrovides for the limited reof>ening of certain orders of deponaiion 
exclusion, removal by certain Haitia.a, Cuban, or Nicaraguan immigiants. ’



Aug-24-ZOOO ll;55am From-CARECEN
UW/OU^UU Ui^.v»w i'

2133851094
.cn

T-572 P.037/050 F-199

-•■ia-eCl2

stcrt

r/arcVi 6,2000
The Honomblc Dennis Ha 

Speaker
US Rouse of Represemah 
H233 Capilol Buildine 
WashingioPt DC 20515

Dear SpfialcEr Hastert

economy, and enrichea our tnuldethnic culture.

;^diSonU&. Ihi, «U> ~

of individuab to a dose] Many of the Iad^vl^^^ur^ wifl be vulnnnble

treatment, I
V=,« ™pp«t CruralA^nccn^HM^. ^ «,o.« «.«y»u

make ils passage a legialBtiVB priority for this year.'

Thank you for your Icink attention.

I
Sincerely, I
American Jmvish Con»|tiittee
American Je^iosh Counresa
And^Dctanifttion LeagiM
B'tiai BVith InteroatiaAd
Hadassah. The Women's Ziomsi Organization
Hebrew' Immigrant Ain Society
Hadonal Council of Ja^Msh Women
Religious Action Cent^ of Refortn Judaism
United Jewish Communities
Women of Reform Judhtsm, The Federation ofTcmple Suterhoods ^
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THE amQ^CaN JEWISH COWVaTTEE

LOS ANGELES CHASTER 
9911 W. PICO BLVD.. SUITE 1602 
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 90035 
(310) 282-BOaO 
(310) 281-8068 FAX

Richard S. Volpen 
Fnsldetu

Rabbi Caiy (jroenebauni 
Western Regional Director

Susan Ootlib
Direewr
Resource Development

Vice Presidents 
Kenneth S. Bernstein 
Biian Cohea 
Charles FranWin 
Barty V. Freeman 
E^ul Goodwin 
Judi Kaufman 
Jeffrey Kicha^in 
Marsha Kwajwasser 
Joel R- Mogy 
David R Rousso*
Burry A. Sanders*
WUliam Sater 
Mlchad Umansky 
Cathy Unger 
PoKr M. Wail

Treasurer 
Bortram Massing

Secretary 
Leonard Weinberg

Los Angeles Members 
National Board of Governors 
Homy Bamberger 
Ruth Block 
Mardu BuTTiam 
Elliou Caplow 
Howard L Fiiedman*
Berlram Given 
Arthur N. Greenberg*
Audrey SkltbaU Kenis 
Bentam Massing 
Joel R Mogy 
Bruoc M. Rnmef"
Lawrence Ramer 
David P. Rdusso*
Barry A. Swidcni*
Cathy M. Si8gel+
Sanford C. SigoloIT 
Donald Simon 
Michael Unvinsky 
Lecmaid Wdaberg 
Ira E. Yellin*
'tftur President

•ararar 4 TO rtorz

July 0, 2000

Senator Dianne Feinstein 
U.S. Senate
Washngton DC, 20510 

Dear Senator Feinstein,

We virite to render our support tor The Central American and Haitian 
Aaf/ujtme/it Aa (H.R. 2722/5.1592), which seeks to extend to qualified war 
refugees from El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras and Haiti the same 

opportunity to adjust to permanent resident status offered to Cubans and 
Nicaraguans by the 1997 Nicaraguan Adjustment and Central American 
Relie ’Act (NACaRA). We feel ii is of great importance to extend protections 
to thf se refugees who have sufftTed under similar political and economic 

cond tions.

The American Jewish Committee: has been in the forefront of organizations 
seek! ig to foster human relations worldwide since it was founded in 1906. 
We s 
regaril.

:and ready to assist you to assist you in your future endeavors in this

Sincerely,

j^reenebaum 
legional Director

cc: CARACEN, Los Angeles
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P.02^02

L
July 28,2000

Dear Seiifl^ior:

We are writing to urge yo'ir support for f/»e "Latino and 
Immigrmt Fairness Act." which would help Central American. I^tian 

and othw immigrants currently In the US who have been caught in a 

state of bureaucratic limbo.

This bill would correct a longstanding injustice by allowing 
qualifiea refugees who fled tunroil in countries such as El Salvador and 
Haiti thJ same opportunity to adjust to permanent resident status offered 

to Cubans and Nicaraguans by tl»e 1997 Nicaraguan Adjustment and 

Central j\merican Relief Act (NACARA).

Another key provision wc uld restore Section 245(i) of the 

Immigration Act, allowing immigrants who quali^ for permanent 
■ ‘ ^ to remain in the US with.their families while they complete

the final stages of the immigration process. Otherwise, these immigrants 
who w^k here to support their families must leave the country until 
their petition is approved.

We hope you will suppor this measure and ensure that our 

immigration policy reflects this nation’s values of fairness.

Sincerely,

Abrahm H. Foxman 

National Director

cc: J(fss N. Hordes, Washington Director

AniMSefwiMtlon League of S'nal B’rith, B23 Uni\e^ Nattnu ftuab New Yorb, NV 10917
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April 19, 2000

Senator Diane 
United States Congrejs 
331 Hart Senate Offieje 
Washington, D,C..205

©aitformaj^tatE
Mnjarit^ yhixber 

Senator Richard g. Polanco
■ se,-utor,«l n.STR,cr

member.

SlECT OR'S and 
R A ^ f* 0 ^rr t CJ N uni; „ y
I^TE^,^,*T,DNAl.T„;;/■' =
Health and Hu^,AN se^,
LOtALCOVtRVMCNT 
PU»LIS BAffrTT 
Thansportavi,5a,.

iin 
;s

Building ■ 
'510

Dear Senator Feinsfeiu;

provisio^f ® “Afc urge your support for fc attachmert of ths
HI -B Icsislation. of w4h you are a’olL and Haitia Adjustm “rtf. L ,L
Co„are.rearetorDav,^fc“ctn~-^“

bipartisansupporS'^SrthatraSdtti“NfoSaS Ad’
Act (NACARA) to prowde nationals of El Salvador American Relief
oppo™n..y.oapp)yforladins«.entcfimlj^t^'SSrdt-NA“^^

10 pLom »oiS Mvad“f OuKOT^a'’h'T' '^52) extends

immigration laws. It is important to provide given eqnal treatment by ouropportunity aa odte. to Zy for

^omia a^d t^oughtut the Ihey communities in

ili^mericanclre^jai^eaHty. " '* ^ ® ^i^mane opportunity to make

tichardo. Pol^e^ .
CaJifomia State Smatss ’ ’

: C^r, Latino; lle^slatiVe'Ceucus
■ 'i'!, -JA:.'.-

■ '■■■■ -v' -A'A'■'■' ■'■'L.L::r 'vi7- ■■ •' ’ -lA'f

1 -■.■■•■• ■ ...... .Vi.-.-, .‘Li . Jvi-L ,..'■, , . .■■■■■•'■■.r. ^" 'V: L-

■' L ..-T• w m-os ft^oeLEs,; c^*

; y';:. y ■■ ;;.'■-mmmrnrnssimmimsmm
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feMrSi:

Antonio' R, Vill.aPsAigo.sa
SPEAKER ASS u~ B L V

April n, 2000

Representative David Di|eler 
U.5. House of Representatives 
237 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, U.C. 20510

Dear Congressmember preier:

I am writing to express my support for the inclusion of the Nicaraguan Adjustment and 
Central American RelletjAct INAHCARA) to H- IB legislation being cosponsored by you 
and U.S. Senator'Spencer Abraham and U.S. Senator Diane Feinstein.

The inclusion of NARCA 
Guatemala, Honduras, a 
December 1, 1995, an o 
unlawful to lawful. The 
United States for more th 
in this country.

RA in H,R. 2722 and S. 1592 will provide nationals of El Salvador, 
r>d Haiti who have been in the United States continuously since 
pportunity to apply for adjustment of their immigration status from 
majority of these people have resided and legally w'orked in the 
an a decade and deserve an opportunity to adjust their legal status

The inclusion of H.R. 2722 and S. 1592 to H-IB legislation is an Important step to ensure 
that Central Americans aj-e given equal treatment under NARCAi^ and that they receive 
the same opportunity as others to apply for permanent residency. ‘

Very Truly Yours, .1

ANTONIO R. V1LIARA1C30SA 
Speaker of the Assembly

AV/aco

. i/;:;..iT .:u^/^Go^^gre5SmerTlber.: _ucllle Roybal:Ailard - , ,
v'T;:i-'^vftT'(:;pngi^stflw ^'aiihe'-VVatefs'^'vT: v,-

........

■-9, . V.
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state CAPITOL 
P.O. BOX 942849 

SACRAMENTO, CA 94249-0047 
(916) 319-2047 

FAX (916)319-2147

DISTRICT OFFICE 
5100 WEST GOLDLEAF CIRCLE 

SUITE 203
LOS ANGELES, CA 90056 

(323)290-5105 
FAX (323) 290-5127

^SEmlrl^

HERBJ. WESSON, Jr.
ASSEMBLYMEMBER, FORTY-SEVENTH DISTRICT

T-572 P.042/050 F-199

COMMITTEES:

- Governmental Organization, Chair
• Appropriations
• Consumer Protection,

Governmental Efilclency, 
and Economic Development

• Utilities and Commerce

SELECT COMMITTEES;
• Calllornia Horse Racing Industry
■ California Wine
• Compton Unified School District
• Entertainment and the Arts
• Exposition Park
■ Indian Gaming
« Native American Repatriation

May 16, 2000

Dear Senator, Congreg

I am writing to express 
1592, the “Central Arne

smember:

my support for the attachment of the provisions of H.R. 2722 and S. 
mican and Haitian Adjustment Act" to the H-1B legislation. H.R, 2722 and 

S. 1592 are both bipart san supported bills that amend the Nicaraguan Adjustment and Central 
American Relief Act (NACARA) to provide nationals of El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, and 
Haiti an opportunity to apply for adjustment of immigration status under NACARA.

As you are aware, NACARA was created to provide Nicaraguans and Cuban Nationals in the 
United States the oppoitunity to adjust their immigration status from unlawful to lawful if they 
were in the country continuously as of December 1. 1995. NACARA also contained some 
provisions relating to suspension of deportation for other Central Americans. However, this law 
did not provide the same opportunity to adjust immigration status for Salvadorans, 
Guatemalans. Honduraps, and Haitians as were acceded to Nicaraguans and Cubans.

The vast majority of Ce 
2722 and S. 1592 have

itral Americans who will benefit from the provisions contained in H.R. 
resided and legally worked ;n the United States for more than a decade;

furthermore, the majority are residents of California.
I

If enacted, H.R. 2722 and S. 1592 extends to qualified persons from El Salvador, Guatemala, 
Honduras, and Haiti the same opportunity to apply for permanent residence as was granted to 
Cubans and Nicaraguans through NACARA in 1997.

In closing, by including jhe important provisions of h.R. 2722 and S. 1592 in H-1B legislation 

you will help ensure tha: Central Americans are given equal treatment under NACARA. 
immigrants from El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, and Haiti deserve the same humane and 
fair opportunities as others to apply for permanent residency.

Sincerely,

HERB J. WESSON, JR. 
Member of the Assembly

HJWislw

Printed on Racyclgd Paper
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(Aoaj 266-0329 (SioiAia-sseaFAji

E.WAJL:
ECNATOp.FICUSROA©eeN.CA.GOV

WfflSITEi
VVW.SEN.CA.OOV/Fiau^ROA

(Haliiarma ^Hate ^znate
.SENATOR 

LIZ FIGUEROA
TENTH senatorial, DISTRICT

SENATE COMMITTEE ON 
BUSINESS AND PROFESSIONS

CHAIR

T-572 P.043/050 F-199

COnmiTTEES;

HHAUTvi iruman service? 
INPUSTRIAL SELATlOlVf;

insurance
TRANEPDRTAThSN

S'
April 24,2000

Senator Dianne Fe nstein 
United States Congress 
331 Hart Senate O ffice Building 
Washington D-C. 20510

Dear Senator Feinstein;

I am writing this letter to express my support and to urge your support for the attachment 
of the provisions d'H.R. 2722 and S. 1592, the “Central American and Haitian
A ,^4, A ____________ . _ .Adjustment Act" tc 
supported bills that

'------------------ JAHAUaU.

the H-IB legislation. H.R. 2722 and S. 1592 are both bipartisan 
c^^yuiL^u. UUJ5 luai amend the Nicaraguan Adjustment and Central American Relief Act 
(NACARA) to provide nationals of El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, and Haiti an 
opportunity to apply for adjustment of immigradon status under NACARA. This issue is 
of particular import^ce to me as I am one of tiie few elected officials in the entire 
country fiom El Salvador.

As you are aware, I’lACARA was created to provide Nicaraguans and Cuban Nationals in 
the United States th^ opportunity to adjust their immigration ^tatus from unlawful to 
lawful if they were in the country continuously .is of December 1, 1995. NACARA also 
contained Some proj/isions relating to suspension of dqjortation for other Central 
^ericans. Howevpr, this law did not provide the same opportunity to adjust 
immigration status for Salvadorans, Guatemakis, Hondurans, and Haitians as were 
acceded to Nicaragt ans and Cubans,

.. The vast majority oj 'Central Americans who will benefit from the provisions contained in

■■■ ■■'■■■ ■ T'
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throu^ the Nicarag jan Adjustment and Central American Relief Act (NACARA) in 
1997.

In closing, by including the important provisiom' of H.R. 2722 and S, 1592 in H-IB 
legislation you will help ensure that Central Americans are given equal treatm^t under 
NACARA. hnmigriints from El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, and Haiti deserve the 
same humane and fiajir opportunity as others to apiply for permanent residency.

District

LF;mab

p-..:'-PPP....ppp'. ■;'■■■■■■■■■■ ■■■■■■
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£TAT£ CAfllOufiODM
SACRAMENTC.. Ca. OiLIl^

/'■' I HI A-1 5 - ' 'I I u'

iANTA ANrA A^ENU£ 
SECOND ruDO^

Cu MONTP. C|A lS2c,

7)6 CE£AH CriAVUi AVU'NUC 
P»J|I iJlKC *A'

AST uu.-:. aNoCLL:;!. Cn. 93022
0£;ii OoD'OSbO

April 6, 2000

l^unui^'k: 
CiTt T' 

IHWiflOftLE, 
*i1P ■'nfiTioi

(Eaiifnn-tm ^rataie
SENATOf-,

HILDA L. SOLIS
TWENTY-FOURTH SENaTOFIIAL PISTRICT

ITIW TNj! Cokhu^flTiee or A^hA^rt,^. A7u<i«, 'Salov^n Pan^ Bamxtt, Or^vcoei^e

VIT- '
or Nonin Wr^MHUM. Sp.ITH MWJ, TtArLt C|Tt, WrST C,5VI„a .Nli GutNpOBA

SbiiuLuf Dituirit FpinisHiin 
United States Congi’ess 
33] Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, UC. 20510-0504

r 11 AiUKMil 11 
OKA.p

incustpul PEUATlfcH-^.
AUBr.ONMITT:;|; Ofl /\3ia 7 PACE 

^NO CONMEHCe
i^UBCOMMITTEE MO J ON hllALTH 

riiJmAiA istnvjii.-a. *,-,u AAnUi<
Ki:MaEfi

BlIRC.ET 6c ri'jL'rtL flSVIEVc 
LNUHtiV, UTILITIES *NO cOMMUNICA-noMi 

.E6iW«ONMf?NTftU OU/cLrn- 
RNiNCE IN^/tETMENT. and

international TnAOE 
health and human ssnvictu
NATURA. PtSDUReEl 
SELirCTCOHMI lTeE ON

bilingual education

Cb: prepanatioN

Dear Senator Feumein:

1 am writing this letter to urgd your support for the attachment oFthe provisinriN' of H.R. 2122 and 

NACA^"’ WorraNiy lri apply fcv adjustncBU of imnigraSon sums under

As you Ere awsre. NAOA RA r«s created lo provide Nicaresujn >»J Cuban Notionsls in the United 
Slates the opportunity to udjus; their irrunigration status from unlawful to lawful if they were in the 
eeunny eontinuously of De,«,be, 1. 1995. NACARA e!so oontainea some provisions relatiM to 
suspension of deporahop for etter Central Amerioans. However, this law did not provide theHoodumns^ana HtS'r were 

AUrioana who will benefit front die pauviMunH contained in H R 27^2 and
L’o7“ t^refts^f S^.ra”“ “ *•>“" “ furthermore. Uie“

Guatemala, Honduraa, and Hai| deserve the s.me oppcrMniiy . odie:::;^;;ry t'pe^l^ideooy. 

Sincerely,

Sdriijtbr ■24 .^■District4ri"'',L -■

cc: Cpngreasm'ftmpeyjd.prd

vV- '-'I

■■■■ ■ :■

i'.j- ' ■ ■■ ■■'■ ■ ■■■■/,• .

. ••••V'.; t'*/L.ri.'i-V'-" ‘ . •'

;■



Aug-24-2000 ll;59am From-CARECEN

STATE CAPtTOL

SAOPAMEMTa C4 MitSMJOS? 
(Olfi) atS-2057

district OFFICE
i tS2S ST/^FFORD aTflEET, SUITE EOO 

crrr OF iNDusTBV, CA anaA 
(S26) 0«V«B2

2133851094

fflalifflrma |lBgtslaturB

MARTIN GAUECOS.B.G-^
ASSEMBLYMEM0ER, FIFTY-SSVEMTH DISTRICT 
CHAIR, ASSEMBLY HEALTH COMMITTEE

April 25. 2000 

Representative Da

T-572 P.046/050 F-199
I n»ui_ CJ^

COHMfTTEES:
ew<KlNG and finance 
dudqet
IMSUFIANCE
labor and employment 
budget subcommittee*! on

HEALTH AND HUMAN SSWlDES 
JOINT COMM'lTTEE ON 

MENTAL health REFORM

SELECT COMMirreeS:
ocmestic violence, chair 
ALAMEW corridor EAST 
mepi-cal fraud 
mental HEALTH
SAN tABRieU VAaEY

GROUNDk^'ATER CONTAMINATION

L/id Dreier
U.S. House of Representatives 
237 Cannon Hous^ Otfice Building 

Washington, D.C.

Dear Congressme

20510 

Tiber Dreier:

I am writing this letter to express my suppon and to urge your support for the 
attachment of the provisions of H.R. 2722 and S. 1592, the “Central American 
and Haitian Adjustpient Act" to the H-1B legislation, of which you are a co­
sponsor. H.R. 2722 and S. 1592 are both bipartisan supported bills that would 
amend the Nicaraguan Adjustment and Central American Relief Act (NACARA) 
to provide nationafe of El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras and Haiti who have 
been in the United States continuously since^ December 1,1995, an opportunity 
to apply for adjustment of their immigration, status from unlawful to lawful under
NACARA.

The vast majority of Central Americans who will benefit from the provisions 
contained in H.R. 2722 and S. 1592 have resided and legally worked in the 
United States for more than a decade; the majority here in California,

I am joining California legislators in asking you to play a leadership role to ensure 
that Salvadorans, Guatemalans, Hondurans and Haitians are given the same 
opportunity under NACARA as other groups to apply for permanent residency.

Sincerely,

MARTIN Gallegos, D.C.
Assemblymember
MG:gd

, 57“^ District

. r:‘r '
- ■

^.l;- ..., .ly.’,;.: V,/;-;:..; y.
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July 20, 2000

Senaior Trent Lou 
487 Russell Building 
Washington D.C. 20pl0

Dear Senator Lott:

T-572 P.047/0S0 F-199

DAVID TOKOFSKY 
member of the board 

5TH DISTWCr

BOARD OF EDUCATION 

CITY OF LOS ANGELES

I am writing this lettc r to urge your support of the attachment of the provisions of H.R. 2722 and 
S. 1592. the “Central American and Haitian Adjustment Act” to the H-IB legislation. H.R. 2722 
and S. 1592. are both bipartisan supported bills that amend the Nicaraguan Adjustment and 
Central American Relief Act (NACARA) to provide certain nationals of El Salvador. Guatemala, 
Honduras, and Haiti p opportunity to apply for a djustment of immigration status under 

NACARA,

As you are aware. NACARA was created to provide Nicaraguans and Cuban nationals in the 
United States the opportunity to adjust their immigration status from unlawful to lawful if they 
were in the country ^ntinuously as of December I, 1995. NACARA also contained some 
provisions relating to suspension of deportation for other Central Americans. However, this law 
did not provide the stme opportunity to adjust im.migration status for Salvadorans, Guatemalans, 
Hondurans, and Haitians as were acceded to Nicaraguans and Cubans.

The vast majority of Central Americans who will benefit from the provisions contained in H.R. 
2722 and S. 1592 hasTe resided and legally worked in the United States for more than a decade. 
They pay payroll tax^s, social security taxes, medical and sales tax, promoting economic vitality 

in major U.S. cities.

In closing, by includiag the imponant provisions of H.R. 2722 and S. 1592 in H-IB legislation 
you will help ensure i hat Central Americans are given equal treatment under NACARA. 
Immigrants from El S alvador, Guatemala, Honduras, and Haiti deserve the same opportunity as 

others to apply for permanent residency.

Sincerely,

David Tokofsky 

c: Central American Resource Center

450 nor™ grand avenue / LOS ANGELES. CAUFOENIA 90012 
TELE.no. (213)625.^383 FAX NO-(213) 626-8145
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B1SHOPBrt
Office of the ?reslde:nt

U Fcnuih Stre«i AVajJiiiistQt: DC 20017-1194 (202)541-3100 Fax; (202) 3-11.3168
Mnffl Kev::^6i«J Jo8:pli A, D.D.

Biai.'apcri'Oalveun-Hoiiston 
■Presldetrt

“ RTai

t*

sa
. 3 
CO.VPEIE

October 2S, 19S9

Tb.e Honors bla William Jeffct^on Climt'.n 
President d: ' ihe United States 
The White ] louse 
WasUiagtor, D.C. 20500

Dct3r IvCr. PjjcsideDt;

. 1 write on. behalf of the U.S. Catiolic Bishops to ask your assistance for special 
ijiimigrant populations who arc descrvir.g of the oppommity to become lawful paimanent 
residents of the United States. These groups have lived in United States for yean and have 
established strong ties within their local communities, but for various reasons have been denied 
the opportuiity to remain in our couners- on a permanent basis.

Natural iza'

Tbs
close to 3 n
derued thcii 
andN 
residency 
the ftdctHl 
over 12 yea|r 
could soon

1986 InmiLgration Reform .md Control Act (tRCA) allowed for tbs legalization of 
lillion undooumentod immigrants. Approximately 350,000 of those eligible were 
opportunity to legalize bccr.us'e, according to the interprocaiion of the ImmigraiiorL 

.tion Service (INS), they had briefly traveled abroad in violaiioii of the contiiruous 
T^uirement of the statute. This siruation has lead lo the filing of several law suits ia 

ourts. As a result, these individuals have remained in an indefinite leghl status for 
rs, with no cuireni hope for permanent Tendency and facing the project that they 
Lose their waik authorieatior; and be deportad taetc to their eouatfies of origin.

II is the view of the U.S, Catholic Bishops CbuL Ihib populaticin ehould have their cases 
rosolved expeditiously. Tha class has li vod in the United States at least since 19S2, and many 
have begun families, started businesses, and othorwiso contributed to the economic and social 
fabric of oul great nation. We ask you to work with Congrsts over the next several weeks to 
fashion a remedy which brings justice these people and their uncertain siruanons.

1 al^o would express our suppor. for youx Adniiniscration’s recent initiative promotins 
legiBUticin^vlrich wssisls Central Amori' -an wid Huitlan populations who fltd civil strife in their , 
countries ai id have rebuilt their lives b tha United States. As you know, the Nicaragi^ and 
Central Arrcrican Relief Act (NACARA), which you Signed in Novembw 1997, pemnitted 
Nlcaraguins and Cubans who fled persr^oution in their countries during the 1920s and have bccu 
present in t ic United States since Deoet ober 1,1995, an opportunity to adjust to lawful 
pcrmtinfint ■eeidentstahv-:. Howev«r. SulvadorartR. Guatemalans, Hondmans and HaitiarLS- 
sirniLarly-sihiatftd gxoups who filso.Teft ^hsif homelands for siBiilar reasons during the same

■■ ■ ■........................................................^ 1': I.

■ 1;.■■■■•■■ a ■ ■'
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Page 2
Wmia^J^cnon CItnion

with regard to

At yoi|bdi£Et, legislation kaa been Wducad ia Coneres- (U:R 27?? r , .
would address tha wjwjugl solutiotia provided similarWtuatS
As ths, Cos,8,css approsclcs ^-oumic^t for 0.^7^Avc^t
psiSlgB of this legislatioh, wikh sviU hffori thoss *t ohJJlTft r*^“' “
roskonts ofto, Umted Sktos ohd plaa Ihol,- ftifuroo^rt co^fiS^ ^ pw^eht

; r'ou for consideration of out '/iews.Think

Sincarely,

Moirt Reverend Jo-sepli P. Fiorercja 
Bishop of Galveaton-Houston 
Presideiii;

/■;--dd"- .;■ ■■

^5;;;V''‘X

■" ■■ ■'■■■■
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VVaihinjton, DC 20902 
ToL (202) S46-2S36 
Tftx (202) 54^-4121

RE; Support H,R. 2 722, the Central American and Caribbean Adjustment Act 

Ootober 26, 1999

U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, D.C- 20515 

Dear Rcprescntatl\-e

On behalf of the National Hispanic Leadership A genda (>JHLA), wowite lo urge your support 
of HR 2722, rhe Central Am&rican.and Caribbean Adjustment Act introduced by Congressman 
Luis Gutlenez (D-ll.) and Congressman Christopher H. Smith HR-2722 seeks to remedy
the unfair and dispajaie treatment that resuUed-witli the passage of NACARA which granted 
permanent rcaidency to Cubans and Nicaraguans. The NHLA is a non-partisan coalition of 30 
Mtional Hispanic organizations and distiuguishe.l Hispanic leaders from across the nation. Votes 
associated with this issue m.ay be included in the NHLA Scorecard for the 106’^ Congress.

Cfirtlral American inmigrants are vibrant memb^ rs of American society and the Latino 
community; they work hard, pay taxes and are artiva participants in the economic and cultural 
enrlchmeni of their Communities. It is our opinion that an emondment to NACARA is utgfirtUy 
needed to end the lotag and lerrlble uncertainly fficing Salvadoran, Guatemalans, Hondurans and 
Haitian families wht have lived In immigrarion 1 imbo over a decade. Wc stand with our fellow 
Central Atnericans m their demand for equality' .-^nd parity under the law. Your support for

oTry-ina rr»#cc«tT^ tn f'^nare ‘1.^ it iH llrne to arrt^nd iht

Congressmj n Luis Gutierrez (D-IL) 
Congressmtn Christopher H. Smith (F 
Senator Ed^/ard M, Kennedy (D-MA) 

lard J, Durbin (D-IL)
,.. Oscar Ghac m, President, Ssdvadoran American National Network
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Etemocrats Unite Behind Clinton On C-J-S Immigration Provision Senate and House 

Democratic leaders Tuesday affirmed their intention to stand with President Clinton, should he 
exercise his plan to veto the FY2001 Commerce-Justice-State Appropriations bill because of its 
lack of provisions to normalize the status of a number of Hispanic, Caribbean and Liberian 
nationals. At a news conference. Senate Minority Leader Daschle and House Minority Leader 
Gephardt said they had sent Clinton a joint letter to that effect signed by 43 Senate Democrats 
and 152 House Democrats. "This is as unified as you'll ever see the Democratic caucus. We 
could not be more emphatic that this is going to happen," Daschle said. "To my knowledge, this 
is the only instance where [the president is] proposing to veto a bill because of what is not 
included. It shows the unique nature of this legislation and the strength of our feelings on it."
The Senate earlier Tuesday agreed overwhelmingly to clear a procedural hurdle on its way to 
considering H-IB visa increase legislation—which Democrats and the White House originally 
had sought to use as the vehicle for the immigration proposal. Daschle said Democrats stood 
ready to press for that option, but conceded other means would have to be explored, mostly 
because of the popularity of the H-IB bill on both sides of the aisle. The next steps for the 
Senate are a cloture vote on the H-IB bill itself and a vote on final passage. Lott said additional 
action on the H-IB measure could come in the next few days or early next week. "We can do this 
easy, or we can do it hard," Lott said, referring to Democratic insistence on the other 
immigration matters. Gephardt, who joined Daschle at Tuesday's news conference, urged House 
Republican leaders to bring H-IB visa legislation sponsored by House Rules Chairman Dreier, 
among others, immediately to the floor. House leaders have shied away from broaching that 
legislation, partly because of concerns Democrats would demagogue the immigration issue—a 
decision Gephardt characterized as "a false choice." Dreier retorted; "I look forward to seeing if 
Democrats can drop their partisan attacks in the Senate and tmly pass a bipartisan bill. If they 
can. I'm confident we'll be able to move in the House." Rep. Lucille Roybal-Allard, D-Calif, 
chairwoman of the Congressional Hispanic Caucus, said the goal of bringing "fairness and 
justice to immigrants ... culminates" in the pending immigration legislation. Roybal-Allard, who 
complained that backers of that proposal could not get an open debate in the House, said the feud 
underscores the "difference" between the parties. "Republicans talk about supporting Latinos, 
while Democrats back their rhetoric of support with positive and firm action," she said. Lott told 
reporters Tuesday his main objections to the immigration legislation at this point were 
“procedural" rather than substantive, and he thought the measure "could be wrapped in such a 
way that I could be for it." Senate Judiciary Chairman Hatch, who argued on the floor Tuesday 
against the proposal, laughed when asked whether he thought the immigration legislation 
ultimately would be included in the budget. "Are you kidding? That would be totally 
irresponsible."

OUTSIDE INFLUENCES 
Reforming Tort Reform

In late 1999 and early 2000, tort reformers seemed on a roll. After years of promoting 
multifaceted—and unwieldy-bills that seemed to go nowhere, business groups had decided to 
separate their legal reform priorities into a series of simpler, narrower bills that would not force 
backers to engage in as much horse trading. Using this strategy, tort reformers racked up several



victories in the House, even though the GOP-traditionally the party of tort reform—possessed 
only a slender majority. All told, four bills passed the House, with one-legislation limiting 
companies' liability for year 2000 computer problems-actually becoming law. As late as this 
summer, lobbyists expected that the Senate would send at least some of the bills to President 
Clinton's desk. But as the 106th Congress draws to a close, it is not tort reformers who seem to 
have momentum on their side. It is their arch enemies: trial lawyers and consumer advocates.
For one thing, the successful House bills-which would have lightened legal burdens on smaller 
companies, machine tool makers and targets of class action suits, among others-got stuck behind 
more pressing legislation in the Senate. As the year went on, a series of legal reform 
appointments piled up. The tort reformers' biggest success-presidential approval of the Y2K 
bill-effectively fizzled when few Y2K problems materialized around the globe. Later, senators 
from both parties joined in torpedoing another liability reform bill, one that would have changed 
how asbestos-related injury claims are handled. Setting the Y2K bill aside, even the three other 
successful House bills had winning margins that began to look hollow. Trial lawyers pointed out 
that the margins of support had declined substantially from what they were during the "Contract 
with America" year of 1995. Perhaps more ominously for tort reformers, the Association of 
Trial Lawyers of America-the trial bar's leading advocate-notched some victories while playing 
offense. Earlier this year. Congress and the president modified the Death on the High Seas Act to 
allow survivors to collect non-economic damages for deaths caused by commercial aviation 
disasters at sea. And the Patients' Bill of Rights legislation-which allows wronged patients to 
sue their HMOs—won dozens of GOP supporters, not to mention much positive attention for 
candidates on the campaign trail. Even the flow of current events over the summer gave trial 
attorneys a boost. Problems with Firestone tires demonstrated how lawsuits can force the nation 
to pay attention to potentially dangerous everyday products. Even pop culture chipped in with 
the hit movie Erin Brockovich, which portrayed trial lawyers in a flattering light. "Right now, 
America is in a populist mode," said Linda Lipsen, ATLA's senior director for public affairs. 
"There had been a mythology that a lot of people were suing for frivolous cases, but the reality is 
different." She expressed confidence that the public mood would outlast even a change of party 
in the White House. Rep. W.J (Billy) Tauzin, R-La., "was a tort reformer in the past, but when 
the Firestone issue hit, he was talking about his Explorer and how he was not able to get his tires 
recalled," Lipsen said. "All of a sudden, the issue hits home, because the people who drive sport 
utility vehicles are soccer moms and members of Congress." Tort reform advocates are not 
ready to throw in the towel. "The House has done as much as any recent Congress-and possibly 
more-to move forward legal reform," which bodes well for next year, said Mark Behrens, a 
partner at the law firm Crowell & Moring who specializes in legal reform issues. Sherman 
Joyce, president of the American Tort Reform Association, said that he was impressed by the 
progress of the class action reform proposal, which was introduced for the first time late in the 
105th Congress. After being passed by the House, the proposal won the backing of the Senate 
Judiciary Committee. "I don't think we look at [the past few months] as a setback at all, just as 
the beginning of something that is inevitable," said Nelson Litterst, the director of federal public 
policy for the National Federation of Independent Business. "We've got an issue that not only a 
majority of members of the House support but which polls well, too-frivolous lawsuits against 
little guy." Behrens acknowledges that the prospects for legal reform will be "heavily 
dependent" on the outcome of the 2000 elections. Indeed, despite her side's apparent momentum, 
Lipsen of ATLA urges her colleagues not to become overconfident. "When you have every



Fortune 500 company fighting for reform, that always means trouble for consumers," she said. 
"We should never take anything for granted."




