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CLOTURE MOTION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under the previous order, pursuant to rule XXII, the Chair
lays before the Senate the pending cloture motion, which the clerk will report.

The assistant legislative clerk read as follows:
Cloture Motion

We, the undersigned Senators, in accordance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby move to bring to a close debate on the pending
first-degree amendment (No. 4177) to Calendar No. 490, S. 2045, a bill to amend the
Immigration and Nationality Act with respect to H-1B non-immigrant aliens:

Trent Lott, Gordon Smith of Oregon, Judd Gregg, Wayne Allard, Conrad Bums, Craig
Thomas, Rick Santorum, Thad Cochran, Bob Smith of New Hampshire, Spencer
Abraham, Kay Bailey Hutchison, Connie Mack, George Voinovich, Larry Craig, James
Inhofe, and Jeff Sessions.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is, Is it the sense of the Senate that debate on
amendment No. 4177 to S. 2045, a bill to amend the Immigration and Nationality Act
with respect to H-1B non-immigrant aliens, shall be brought to a close? The yeas and
nays are required under the rule. The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk called the roll.

Mr. NICKLES. I announce that the Senator from Arizona (Mr. McCam) and the
Senator from Wyoming (Mr. Thomas) are necessarily absent.

Mr. REID. I announce that the Senator from California (Mrs. Feinstein), the Senator
from Connecticut (Mr. Lieberman), and the Senator from Washington (Mrs. Murray)

are necessarily absent.

I further announce that, if present and voting, the Senator from Washington (Mrs.
Murray) would vote "aye.'

The yeas and nays resulted--yeas 92, nays 3, as follows:

Rollcall Vote No. 260 Leg.



[Rollcall Vote No. 260 Leg.]
YEAS--92

Abraham
Akaka
Allard
Ashcroft
Baucus
Bayh
Bennett
Biden
Bingaman
Bond
Boxer
Breaux
Brownback
Bryan
Bunning
Burns
Byrd
Campbell
Chafee, L.
Cleland
Cochran
Collins
Conrad
Craig
Crapo
Daschle
DeWine
Dodd
Domenici
Dorgan
Durbin
Edwards
Enzi
Feingold
Fitzgerald
Frist
Gorton
Graham
Gramm
Grams
Grassley



Gregg
Hagel
Harkin
Hatch
Helms
Hutchinson
Hutchison
Inhofe
Inouye
Jeffords
Johnson
Kennedy
Kerrey
Kerry

Kohl

Kyl
Landrieu
Lautenberg
Leahy
Levin
Lincoln
Lott

Lugar
Mack
McConnell
Mikulski
Miller
Moynihan
Murkowski
Nickles
Reid

Robb
Roberts
Rockefeller
Roth
Santorum
Sarbanes
Schumer
Sessions
Shelby
Smith (NH)
Smith (OR)
Snowe
Specter
Stevens



Thompson
Thurmond
Torricelli
Voinovich
Warner
Wyden

NAYS--3

Hollings
Reed
Wellstone

NOT VOTING--5

Feinstein
Lieberman
McCain
Murray
Thomas

The PRESIDING OFFICER. On this vote the yeas are 92, the nays are 3. Three-fifths
of the Senators duly chosen and sworn having voted in the affirmative, the motion is
agreed to.

Mr. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, may I ask about the order and the unanimous
consent that is pending?

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator now has 20 minutes.

Mr. MURKOWSKI. I thank the Chair.

UNANIMOUS CONSENT AGREEMENT--S. 2045 (Senate - September 28,
2000)
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Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, with regard to the H-1B legislation, I now ask unanimous
consent that notwithstanding rule XXII, following the previously ordered morning business
speeches, the Senate resume consideration of S. 2045, the H-1B bill, and the following
pending amendment Nos. 4214, 4216, and 4217, be withdrawn and the motion to



recommit be withdrawn in order to offer a managers' amendment containing cleared
amendments limited to 5 minutes equally divided in the usual form.

I further ask consent that following the adoption of the managers' amendment, no further
amendments be in order, and amendment No. 4177, as amended, be agreed to, the
committee substitute, as amended, be agreed to, the bill be advanced to third reading,
and final passage occur at 10 a.m. on Tuesday, without any intervening action or motion
or debate, and that paragraph 4 of rule XII be waived. I further ask consent that the time
between 9:30 and 10 a.m. on Tuesday be equally divided between the two managers for
closing remarks.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there objection?

Without objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. LOTT. Let my just say, Mr. President, we have one additional part of this H-1B
request we hope to be able to clear momentarily. But the interested parties are reviewing
the language of the substitute. When we get that reviewed, then we will ask consent that

the bill be laid aside until 9:30 a.m. on Tuesday and that the Senate proceed to the visa
waiver bill. But we will clarify that in just one moment.

AMERICAN COMPETITIVENESS IN THE TWENTY-FIRST CENTURY
ACT OF 2000--RESUMED (Senate - September 28, 2000)
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Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, on H-1B, I ask unanimous consent the Senate now
resume S. 2045, the H-1B bill, and the managers' amendment be agreed to, which is at
the desk, and all other provisions of the consent be in order.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without objection, it is so ordered.
The amendments (Nos. 4214, 4216 and 4217) were withdrawn.
The motion to recommit was withdrawn.

The amendment (No. 4275) was agreed to.

(The text of the amendment is printed in today's Record under ' Amendments
Submitted.")

The amendment (No. 4177), as amended, was agreed to.



The committee substitute, as amended, was agreed to.

The bill (S. 2045), as amended, was ordered to a third reading and was read the third
time.

Mr. HATCH. Mr. President, let me highlight our intent about how the Immigration and
Naturalization Service (INS) should implement this legislation with respect to physicians
who seek H-1B visas. The INS currently requires that each applicant for an H-1B visa
who wishes to work as a physician must have passed the three parts of the United States
Medical Licensing Examination (USMLE) and, if required by the state in which he or she
will be practicing, be licensed. Due to the increased number of physicians who may work
in the U.S. under H-1B visas with the passage of this legislation, it is even more important
that the INS confirm successful completion of all parts of the USMLE each time an
individual physician applies for, or seeks renewal of, an H-1B visa.

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, our Nation's economy is experiencing a time of
unprecedented growth and prosperity. This strong economic growth can, in large

measure, be traced to the vitality of the fast-growing high technology industry. Information
technology, biotechnology and associated manufacturers have created more new jobs

than any other part of the economy.

The rapid growth of the high-tech industry has made it the nation's third largest employer,
with 4.8 million workers in high-tech related fields, working in jobs that pay 70 percent
above average income. The Bureau of Labor Statistics projects that the number of core

IT workers will grow to a remarkable 2.6 million by 2006--an increase of 1.1 million
from 1996.

With such rapid change, the economy is stretched thin to support these new businesses
and the growth opportunities they present. The constraint cited most often on future
growth of the high-technology industry is the shortage of men and women with the skills
and technical background needed for jobs in the industry. Several factors are contributing
to this shortage, including an inaccurate, negative image of IT occupations as overly
demanding, the under-representation of women and minorities in the IT workforce, and
outdated academic curricula that often do not keep pace with industry needs.

All of us want to be responsive to the nation's need for high-tech workers. We know that
unless we take steps now to address this growing workforce gap, America's
technological and economic leadership will be jeopardized. The H-1B visa cap should be
increased, but in a way that better addresses the fundamental needs of the economy.
Raising the cap without seriously addressing our long-term labor needs would be a
serious mistake.

The legislation before us today includes provisions that respond to what American
workers, students and employers have been telling Congress: that any credible legislative
proposal must begin with a significant expansion of career training and educational



opportunities for our workers and students. Expanding the number of H-1B visas to meet
short-term needs is no substitute for long-term solutions to fully develop the potential of
our domestic workforce. It makes sense to ask that more of our workers be recruited

and trained for these jobs.

I commend Senator Lieberman, Senator Conrad, and other colleagues for their valuable
contributions to the proposed training provisions. The training provided will ensure that
the H-1B program will provide our workers with the skills needed to benefit from this
growing economy and to help our companies continue to grow.

A REASONABLE INCREASE IN THE H-1B VISA CAP IS
JUSTIFIED, BUT IT MUST BE TEMPORARY AND
SUFFICIENTLY TAILORED TO MEET EXISTING SHORT-TERM
NEEDS

A temporary influx of foreign workers and students is needed in the short-term to help
meet the demands by U.S. firms for high skilled workers. But we shouldn't count on
foreign sources of labor as a long-term solution. It is unfair to U.S. workers, and the
supply of foreign workers is limited.

It makes sense to insist that more of our domestic workers must be recruited into and
placed in these jobs. Countless reports cite age and race discrimination as a major
problem in the IT industry, along with the hiring of foreign workers and lay-off of
domestic workers.

A Dallas Morning News article describes how Ken Schiffman of Texas received only one
or two responses to his resume over a long period of time, until he deleted all direct and
indirect references to his age. After that, he received 26 messages in one day. A human
resource executive at a trade association confirms that this problem is a constant issue.
Employers often ask the age of an applicant and reject older applicants without ever
interviewing them.

John Miano, head of the American Programmer's Guild, argues that once a worker is laid
off, it is very difficult to find a new job, in contrast to younger workers. Companies often

unfairly view older workers as "dirty linen.' These and countless other experiences
support the need for a more responsible approach to H-1B legislation. And similar
problems face women and minorities who are under-represented in the IT workforce.

Although many new jobs are created in the IT industry each year, we also know that
thousands of IT workers were laid off in 1999. For example 5,180 workers lost their
jobs at Electronic Data Systems, 2,150 at Compag, and 3,000 at NEC-Packard Bell.

We also know that some IT companies classify their workers as independent contractors
or temporary workers, rather than as employees, to avoid paying them benefits. In fact, it



has been said that "if all categories of contingent workers are included--temporary,
part-time, self-employed, and contract workers--almost 40% of all employment in Silicon
Valley are contingent workers.' This mis-classification scheme also contributes to
numerous positions being seemingly “unfilled,' because official ‘employees' are not
performing those functions. This practice perpetuates an artificially higher number of
“open' positions than actually exist.

Although it makes sense to provide an increase in the H-1B cap through FY 2002, the
unprecedented cap exemptions in the Hatch bill are unwarranted. Those exemptions
would permit 40,000 workers above the 195,000 cap to receive an H-1B visa. The
resulting figure is well above the number of visas that even the most ardent IT lobbyists
claim are needed. Exempting all those with advanced credentials will result in a significant
increase in the number of persons within the cap who have less specialized skills, and who
are in occupations ranging from therapists to super models. This is not the direction in
which the H-1B visa program should be moving. The bill should not focus solely on the
number of visas available for foreign skilled workers. It should also emphasize employers'
needs for as many workers with the highest professional credentials as possible, who
possess specialized skills that cannot be easily and quickly reproduced domestically.

I am strongly in favor of supporting our institutions of higher education and research
groups. But the two types of exemptions in the bill overlap and are unnecessarily

complex. The first exemption addresses a genuine need of universities who face difficulty
competing with the high tech industry for visas. But universities and research organizations
would be just as easily served by reserving for them 12,000 a year within the cap.

The second exemption is for students graduating in the U.S. with any advanced degree,
as long as they apply within a certain time frame. But it should not matter when they
graduated or where they graduated. The exemptions will cause administrative problems
that we should not impose on INS.

Instead, we should ensure that workers with an advanced degree have priority for H-1B
visas within the cap, and are subject to the same requirements as all other applications.

No evidence exists that proves or even implies that there is a shortage of American
advanced degree holders in all subject areas. Yet the bill ignores this point and specifically
permits all foreign

graduates to receive a visa.

The unprecedented exemptions contained in this bill will only add to the already
troublesome task faced by INS to process visas. We should not make a bad situation for
U.S. students and the INS even worse by passing this bill with the current exemptions.

The exemptions in the bill and the abundance of IT workers they would create are an
irresponsible approach to increasing the cap, especially given the very real existing
questions about the true extent of the IT skill shortage.



As we address the needs of the IT industry, in addition to raising the H-1B visa cap, we
must place laid off workers in new jobs, enforce our labor laws, and recruit and train
more women, minorities, and people with disabilities, so that the current IT workforce
gets the pay, benefits, working conditions and job opportunities to which they are entitled.

[Page: S9450]

EXPANDING JOB TRAINING FOR U.S. WORKERS IS CRITICAL
AND PROVIDES THE ONLY LONG-TERM SOLUTION TO THIS
LABOR SHORTAGE

When we expanded the number of H-1B visas in 1998, we created a modest training
initiative funded by a modest visa fee in recognition of the need to train and update the
skills of U.S. workers. Today, as we seek to nearly double the number of high tech
workers available to American businesses, we must also ensure a significant expansion of
career training and educational opportunities for American workers and students.

Now more than ever, the strong employer demand for high tech foreign workers shows
that there is an even greater need to train American workers and prepare U.S. students
for careers in information technology. Expanding the number of H-1B visas to meet
short-term needs is no substitute for long-term solutions to fully develop the potential of
our domestic workforce.

The magnitude of this need for training is increasing year after year. According to the
Information Technology Association of America, roughly two-thirds of unfilled jobs
requiring workers with computer-related skills are for technical support staff, such as
customer service and help desks, database administrators, web designers, and technical
writers. According to the survey's own description of these occupational fields, these
positions simply require entry-level and moderate-level skills. We clearly need to greatly
accelerate training for all skill levels, not just the most advanced level.

Recent studies have also demonstrated the strong correlation between educational
attainment and increases in worker productivity. A year of structured employer-directed
training can also produce a substantial increase in productivity.

Congress must help fund such efforts. We cannot turn our backs on American workers
and employers who need our help.

Many high-tech companies are investing significant resources in education, and to a
limited extent, in training programs. In reviewing these examples, however, it is clear that
the focus of their contributions is on education, not worker training.

Thie effort does not come close to meeting the nation-wide need for investment in
training. Only when businesses address the shortage of highly skilled workers as a
national problem with a national solution--rather than a company-by-company approach



to worker training--will our workforce be able to meet the growing demand for high

skills, so that our economy will continue to prosper. The federal government has an
obligation to bridge the high tech skill gap which today separates millions of workers from
the 21st century jobs they desire.

RAISING NECESSARY FUNDS FOR EDUCATION AND
TRAINING

At a time when the IT industry is experiencing major growth and record profits, it is clear
that even the smallest of businesses can afford to pay a higher fee in order to support
needed investments in technology skills and education. The only effective way for
Congress and industry to provide sufficient long-term solutions to the high-tech skills
shortage is by increasing H-1B visa user fees. We should ensure that 55% of all revenues
go to worker training and increased educational opportunities for U.S. students.

We must train at least 45,000 workers a year if we are to responsibly address the need

for technological skills. Unfortunately, due to blue slip issues that would arise if the Senate
were to propose an increase in H-1B fees, I will not be offering an amendment with such

a provision.

However, the Senate should send to the House a request for a modest increase in the
H-1B visa fees. An increase in H-1B funds collected is necessary to expand training and
education programs. A modest increase in the user fee will generate approximately $280
million each year compared to current law, which raises less than one-third of this
amount. Revenues can be reasonably and fairly obtained by charging $1,000 per new
visa, or-visa extension, or request to change employers. As in current law, employers
from educational institutions and non-profit and governmental research organizations
should remain exempt from all fees.

This fee is fair. Immigrant families with very modest incomes were able to pay a $1,000
fee to allow family members to obtain green cards. Certainly, high tech companies can
afford to pay at least that amount during this prosperous economy.

PROVIDING STATE-OF-THE ART TRAINING FOR 46,000 U S.
WORKERS

With such a reasonable and fair fee structure, the training plan in this amendment will
receive roughly $154 million to substantially expand the existing program to provide
state-of-the-art high tech training for 46,000 workers a year, primarily in high tech,
information technology, and biotechnology skills.

It requires the Department of Labor, in consultation with the Department of Commerce;

to provide grants to local workforce investment boards in areas with substantial shortages
of high tech workers. Grants would be awarded on a competitive basis for innovative high



tech training proposals developed by the workforce boards collaboratively with area
employers, unions, and higher education institutions.

The training proposal builds on the priorities specified in current H-1B law. It will serve
those who are currently employed and are seeking to enhance their skills, as well as those
who are currently unemployed.

EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES FOR U.S. STUDENTS MUST
BE INCREASED

As we enter the 21st century, careers increasingly require advanced degrees, especially in
math, science, engineering, and computer sciences. Eight of the ten fastest growing jobs
of the next decade will require college education or moderate to long-term training.

We must encourage students, including minority students, to pursue degrees in math,
science, computers, and engineering. Scholarship opportunities must be expanded for
talented minority and low-income students whose families cannot afford today's high
college tuition costs. According to the National Action Council for Minorities in
Engineering, minority retention rates tend to be higher at institutions with high average
financial aid awards, and the financial aid is a significant predictor in retaining minority
students.

With increased opportunities for scholarships, students completing two-year degrees will
be provided with incentives to continue their education and obtain four-year degrees, and
retention rates among four-year degree students will be higher.

CONCLUSION

In sum, it would be irresponsible of Congress to address the shortage of high tech
workers solely by expanding the number of visas for foreign workers. Immigration is only
a short-term solution to the long range, national skill shortage problem.

The U.S. is currently not providing domestic workers with enough opportunities to
upgrade their skills so that they can fully participate in the new economy. They deserve
these opportunities, and American business needs their talents.

I commend Senators Hatch and Abraham for agreeing to include these training
provisions in the bill before us today, and for committing to help bridge the high tech skills

gap.
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CONGRESS MUST REJECT THE VIEW THAT THE ONLY
PRO-IMMIGRANT AGENDA THIS SESSION IS AN H-1B
AGENDA



Finally, Congress cannot continue to ignore other equally important immigration issues
which are as critical to immigrants in our workforce as H-1B visas are to the information
technology industry. Unfortunately, unlike the H-1B issue, these other equally important
issues have been ignored by too many members of Congress.

Last year, a broad coalition of immigrant and faith-based groups launched the *Fix '96'
campaign to repeal the harsh and excessive provisions in the 1996 immigration and
welfare laws, to restore balance and fairness to current law, and to correct government
errors which prevent certain immigrants from receiving the services Congress intended.

All of the issues raised in the "Fix '96' campaign are still outstanding. A number of bills,
including the Latino and Immigrant Fairness Act, have been introduced proposing
solutions to these problems. However, the Republican leadership continues to block
action on these important proposals. These issues include parity legislation for Central
Americans and Haitians, restoring protections to asylum seekers, restoring due process in
detention and deportation policy, restoring public benefits to legal immigrants, and
restoring protections to battered immigrant women and children.

The Latino and Immigrant Fairness Act provides us with an opportunity to end a series of
unjust provisions in our current immigration laws, and build on the most noble aspects of
our American immigrant tradition.

It restores fairness to the immigrant community and faimess in the nation's immigration
laws. It is good for families and it is good for American business.

The immigrant community--particularly the Latino community--has waited far too long for
the fundamental justice that this legislation will provide. These issues are not new to
Congress. The immigrants who will benefit from this legislation should have received
permanent status from the INS long ago.

Few days remain in this Congress, but my Democratic colleagues and I are committed to
doing all we can to see that both the Latino and Immigrant Fairness Act and the H-1B
high tech visa legislation become law this year. I urge my colleagues to give equal priority
to these basic immigration issues that affect so many immigrant families in our workforce.
The time to act is now, and there is still ample time to act before Congress adjourns.

TRAINING AND EDUCATION PROGRAMS

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, we in the Senate cannot originate a revenue measure to
fund the new training and education program. But it would be a serious mistake to enact a
final bill that does not call on employers to pay $1,000 per visa for the training and
education necessary to improve the skills of U.S. workers and students.

Mr. ABRAHAM. [, too, am committed to seeing to it that there is funding for these
programs and a $1,000 fee is appropriate and would accomplish this goal. As the



Ranking Member knows, I believe that as far as the shortage of highly skilled workers is
concerned, we have both a short term and long term problem, and I believe these
programs are an integral part of addressing our long term problem. I very much
appreciation your ongoing willingness to work on these important programs for training
and educating Americans so that they will be ready to take these jobs, and the leadership
you have shown on these matters. I pledge to work with you, the other Members of this
body, the business community, and other affected outside interests to seek ways to help
fund these programs consistent with the principle you articulated.

Mr. KENNEDY. In addition, I believe it is important to exclude from that fee any
employer that is a primary or secondary education institution, an institution of higher
education, as defined in the Higher Education Act of 1965, a nonprofit entity which
engages in established curriculum-related clinical training of students registered at any
such institution, a nonprofit research organization, or a governmental research
organization.

Mr. ABRAHAM. I agree with the Ranking Member, and I support his objectives. I will
work with Senator Kennedy to ensure that these institutions are excluded from the
imposition of fees.

Mr. KENNEDY. In conclusion, I would simply like to thank Senator Abraham for his
ongoing willingness to work on these important programs for training and educating
Americans so that they will be ready to take these jobs, and the leadership he has
consistently shown on these issues.

Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, I further ask unanimous consent the Senate now lay
aside S. 2045 until 9:30 a.m. on Tuesday.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. Sessions). Without objection, it is so ordered.

END
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Sounding similar

POLITICS: With the Hispanic vote becoming
increasingly impartant, both Bush and Gore are
taking a softer approach to immigration.

August 15, 2000

By MINERVA CANTO
The Orange County Registsr

When it comes to immigration, the
major-party presidential candidates
aren't saying much. And when they
are, they sound amazingly alike:

"Immigration is not a problem to be
solved. It is the sign of a successful
nation," Republican candidate George
W. Bush said during a speech in
Washington, D.C., a few weeks ago.
"New Americang are to be welcomed
as neighbors and not to be feared as
strangers."

Comgpare that with what Democratic
contender Al Gore said in a debate in
January: "We are a nation of

Kelated stories:
* Clinton sells Gore as
partnsr in success

* Delegate diary

» Cardinal opens
gathering with abortion

prayer

* Protesters, police

clash outside Staples
durinq—fﬁﬂgon speech

* Gora invokes FDR to
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immigrants and with pride. It is what has made us a great

nation."

On the surface, both candidates appear to be vying to see who
can be more 1mm1gra.nt—fr1endly either by sayi ff very little or
being vague about most immigration issues, rcfle

cting the

importance they are placing on the increasingly powerful
Hispanic vote. [t's also indicative of good economic times.
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The Republican platform deals with immigration issues in the
same amiable tone, a turnaround from the 1996 platform which
advocated an end to granting automatic citizeniship to children
bom to undocumented immigrants. The latest platform does
not mention "illegal immigration,” said Steven Camarota,
director of research at the Washington-based Center for

http://www.ocregister.com/politics/immig00815cci.shtml 8/15/00
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Immigration Studies, which advocates limits on immigration.

"They just want to try to convince everyone they're not as
scary as everyone thought they were," Camarota said.

Some in Orange County, patticularly those concerned about
the high levels of illegal immigration, share Camarota's

congegls.

They believe the Republicans' softer tone on immigration is
merely an attempt to gamer votes from the growing Hispanic
constituency.

Frank Sharry, who advocates on behalf of immigrant rights as
head of the National Immigration Forum in Washington is
"really happy" with Bush's tone on immigration.

"But the problem is that with specific issues before the
campaign, he has been resistant to take a stand," Sharry said.
"Meanwhile, Gore and the Democrats have taken a stand that
we like."

Sharry has been working with other immigrant-rights
advocates such as National Council of La Raza, the nation's
oldest Hispanic civil rights organization, to push legislation
that is now known as the Latino and Immigrant Faimness Act.
The act collates three pieces of legislation that Democrats
unsuccessfully tried to attach as amendments to a bill that
would raise the cap on the number of H-1B visas for high-

- skilled foreign workers needed to fill computer and '
engineering jobs,

The amendments have stalled the H-1B visa bill in Congress,
much to the chagrin of the high-tech businesscs that say they
desperately need the workers.

The Faimess Act, introduced three weeks ago, would allow:
« Immigrants who have been in the United Statcs since 1986 to
become permanent residents.

o Certain immigrants who are eligible for residency to remain
the United States while their documents are being processed.

« Nicaraguans and Cubans fleeing human rights violations to
become legal immigrants.

The legislation immediately received support from President
Clinton and Gore, but Sharry said supporters have yet to hear
from Bush or other GOP leaders. :

Many in Orange County believe it's the kind of legislation that
is sorely needed to deal with problems faced by undocumented
immigrants who have been living in the United States many

http://www.ocregister.com/politics/immig00815cci.shtml 8/15/00
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years. They say the Faimness Act is a first step in addressing
some of these problems but want more aggressive legislation
that currently is not being addressed by either candidate.

Lillian French, principal of Wally Davis Elernentary School in
Santa Ana, believes Gore will do a better job of helping
resolve problems resulting from illegal immigration. French,
40,-a dslegate at the Democratic convention, said she often
hea®® 8f students who can't take advantage of higher education
opporturities because they are undocumented,

"] think there are many instances where we need to look at our
immigration laws and make sure we're not denying residency
to people who could benefit us economically," French said.

Adam Acosta, a representative of the American Federation of
State, County and Municipal Employees, which represents
about 5,500 employees in Orange County, also thinks
immigrants play a key role in the economy but said it is
difficult to protect their rights as workers becuuse they are
more hesitant to join unions.

Although neither candidate has publicly stated support for
amnesty, he figures Gore, who often sides with laior, will be
more likely to help pass an amnesty act of the type favored by
the AFL-CIO to legalize undocumented workers,

Bush, who is known for his oft-repeated statement that "family
values do not stop at the Rio Grande," has proposed changing
immigration policy to encourage family reunitication by
allowing spouses and minor children of perm:inent residents to
apply for visitor visas while their immigration applications are
pending.

Republican convention delegate Pablo Molina, 60, whose
Anaheim trave] agency serves a predominantly immigrant
clientele, believes a Republican in the White House would be
better at reuniting families because he sees many families who
are torn apart by current policies.

The real question will be whether Republicans in Congress
would echo the immigrant-friendly sentiments expressed by
Bush, especially if it's a Republican-controlled Congress that
results after the elections.

"I think it's a very visible and high-stakes showdown to see
whether the GOPs in Congress can follow their leader,” Sharry
said.
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Hispanics want GOP to follow diversity displays with action
Miriam A. Garcia American-Statesman Washington Staff

08/12/2000

Austin American-Statesman
Page A19

(Copyright 2000)

WASHINGTON -- Republicans will have to back up their message of inclusion with action if
they expect to gain Hispanic votes in November, Hispanic and immigrant advocates said this
week . Despite the spotlight afforded several Hispanics at last week's Republican National
Convention in Philadelphia, leaders of the congressional majority have hesitated to act on
irmigration bills affecting about 900,000 Latin Americans, said members of the National
Hispanic Leadership Agenda, a nonpartisan coalition of Hispanic organizations.

"We appreciate these symbolic marketing and outreach efforts," said Raul Izaguirre, a coalition
member and the president of the National Council of La Raza . "But issues and substance more
than marketing and symbols will decide who Latinos will vote for at all levels of government."

The coalition is pushing Congress to take action in September on the Latino Immigration
Fairness Act, which would upgrade the status of irmmigrants already working in this country.

Coalition members wrote to Texas Gov, George W, Bush and Vice President Al Gore seeking
support for the legislation. Bush has not responded. Gore wrote back in support of the bill.

"We want results, not issues," said Frank Sharry , executive director of the National
Immigration Forum . "There was a chance to have a vote on these issues in the Senate and the
GOP said no."

A Bush spokesman said the campaign's response as delayed by preparations for the Republican
convention.

Meanwhile, Congress is seeking to vote on the H-1B bill, which would raise the limit on high-
tech worker visas.

Some Democrats have said they want to add two parts of the Latino Immigration Fairnes. Actto
the legislative agenda :

* Changing immigration law to allow hundreds of thousands of illegal immigrants to apply for
permanent residence if they can show they have been in this country continuously since 1986.
The eligibility cutoff is 1972 under current law.

* Granting the same immigration benefits to Salvadorans, Guatemalans, Hondurans and Haitians
that were given Cubans and Nicaraguans. Haitians, for example, are treated much differently
than Cubans when seeking permanent residence.

The coalition is also seeking to change the law that would permit immigrants to remain in this
country while their permanent residency papers are being processed. That measure has less
support among Democrats.

In a letter to the coalition, however, Gore expressed support for all three measures.

.../index&Search=national%20immi gration%20forum%2OOR%ZOfrank%zosharry&olh_query_n 8/17/00
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Bush supports allowing families to remain in this country while immigration applications are
being processed, said Ray Sullivan, a campaign spokesman. However, he said, "Gov. Bush does
not support blanket amnesty and has not endorsed a specific bill currently pending in Congress.

Copyright @000 Dow Jones & Company, Inc. All Rights Reserved,
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HISPANICS-IMMIGRATION HISPANIC LEADERS DEMAND APPROVAL OF
RESIDENCY BILL
Rosendo Majano

08/10/2000
EFE News Service
Copyright (C) 2000 EFE News Services (U.S.) Inc.; Source: World Reporter (TM)

Washington, Aug 10 (EFE).- A coalition of Hispanic groups said Thursday that Hispanic voters
"will be angered and frustrated” if the Republican-controlled Congress does not approve a bill
soon which would benefit Hispanics.

This bill, which is backed by President Bill Clinton and Vice President Al Gore, would legalize
the status of more than one million Hispanic immigrants who have been living in the Uni*ed
States for years.

Hispanic defense organizations, united under the National Hispanic Leadership Agenda
(NHLA), remain attentive to all promises made by Democratic and Republican legislators, who
are energetically seeking to win the Hispanic vote before the November presidential elections.

Frank Sharry , of the National Immigration Forum , said Thursday that "Republicans spend
more time talking about values than concrete proposals," and that Hispanic voters "would be
angered and frustrated if politicians from the two main parties do not convert their words into
actions."

During a press conference in Congress, Sharry and other Hispanic leaders said Hispanic issues
were barely addressed in last week's Republican National Convention, despite the community's
strong representation,

"Fortunately, there will be many opportunities in upcoming weeks for the Republican Party, and
in particular its members in Congress, to show they are serious about the issues that are
important to the Hispanic community," National Council of La Raza (N CLR) head Raul
Yzaguirre said.

According to Yzaguirre, there are currently many bills in Congress that enjoy bipartisan support
and which will benefit thousands of Hispanics and other minorities.

The NCLR leader also called for efforts to contro! illegal immigration along the U.S.-Mexican
border to be more "humane," since many illegal iinmigrants have suffered abuses at the hands of
U.S. Border Patrol agents.

Hispanic leaders confirmed their support for a bill that would allow illegal immigrants to present
proof that they resided in the United States betwecn 1972 and 1986, enabling them to get their
permanent residency.

Ancther bill proposes that all Central American and Haitian refugees be included in the
Nicaraguan Adjustment and Central American Relief Act (NACARA), which is currently
limited to Nicaraguans and Cubans.

The NHLA is also seeking to reinstate Section 243-1, which will allow prospective immigrants
to live in the United States while their applications for permanent residency are processed.

/index& Search=national%20immigration%20forum%200R %20frank%20sharry&olh_query_n8/17/00
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The immigration clause expired in January 1999, separating thousands of people from their
farnilies, since they were forced to await their residency approvals in their homeland.

Hispanic leaders want Congress to approve a bil] that will give children and pregnant women
with U.S. residency access to health programs.

They also want legislators to issue food stamps to legal immigrants who entered the United
States before the 1996 Social Security reform.

.. /index& Search=national%20immi gration%20forum %200R%20frank%20sharry&olh_query n8/17/00
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Metro; Op Ed Desk
Commentary Latinos Want Substance in the Form of Amnesty Politics: Latino voters want

more substance, less symbol. Granting amnesty to those here would go a long way.
FRANK del OLMO

08/15/2000

Los Argeles Times :
Home EdTtion -
Page B-9

Copyright 2000 / The Times Mirror Company

Latino Democrats, with the help of some labor union allies, have found a way to top
Republicans in appealing for Latino voter support this election year--a gutsy, if risky, stance on
behalf of amnesty for illegal immigrant workers. Will Vice President Al Gore, the presumptive
Democratic nominee for president, heed their advice?

Texas Gov. George W. Bush, the GOP nominee, still has Latinos buzzing over the show of
simpatico inclusiveness that the Republicans put on two weeks ago in Philadelphia. The party
that most Latinos identify with immigrant -bashing measures like Proposition 187 sought
Latino votes with prime-time speeches in Spanish, mariachis and salsa music.

But it was mostly a show--the kind of symbolism, rather than substance, Democrats used to get
away with when they could take Latino voters for granted. Now that Bush has made it clear he
will bid for Latino votes in key states like California, the Democrats must counter.

Last week's vote by California's Democrat-dominated Legislature to create a state holida
honoring the late fanm-labor leader Cesar Chavez was a step in that direction, but is still Just
symbolism. With Latinos voters feeling empowered now that both major parties are courting
them. it will take substance to win them over,

That is why a grass-roots coalition of Latino , religious and labor activists are urging Democrats
to take a courageous stand on the divisive issue of illegal immigration . They are using the 2000
convention to lobby Gore and Democrats in Congress to support a new amnesty for illegal
immigrants who have established roots in this country.

"We want to make sure we don't just get a smile and a pat on the back," said Eliseo Medina, a
vice pr¥siftent of the Service Employees International Union who is leading the pro-amnesty
carnpaign. "Speaking to us in Spanish is very nice, but we want our political leaders to show us
something real."

The Democrats surely didn't plan it this way, but there is no better place to grasp the importance
of immigrant voters in American politics than California. This state is the modem-day Ellis
Island--the port of entry where thousands of ambitious young people from abroad come pursuing
the American Dream.

There was a backlash against this immigrant wave in the early '90s, when California's economy
was adjusting to the end of the Cold War. The nadir was Proposition 187 in 1994, but the tide
has turned. Thousands of immigrants who were eligible for citizenship were frightened by the
backlash into becoming citizens--fast! And they started voting in big numbers for the party that
had opposed Proposition 187.

That is why Democrats now control the state Legislature, why there is but one statewide official
who is a Republican--and why there is both idealism and pragmatism in the pro-amnesty stance

.../index&Search=%20immigra39%200R%20latino$ 1 %200R%20hispanic%200R%20refugee$ 8/15/00
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Latino Democrats are urging on their party.

Idealism because Latino citizens are spending hird-won political capital to benefit thousands,
perhaps millions, of non-citizens,

Pragmatism because at least some of the Latino immigrants who may benefit from amnesty
have friends and family members who do vote. And pragmatism in the possibility that
immigrants who may become citizens after another amnesty will someday also vote for
Democgats. .

That's what happened with many of the 2,9 million immigrants legalized under the last big
amnesty program approved by Congress, as part of the Immigration Reform and Control Act of
1986. '

IRCA's history offers a precedent well worth the attention of Gore and other Democrats.

The last time the Democrats met in California--in 1984 in San Francisco--another immigration
reform issue had Latinos riled up. That year they were out to stop the Simpson-Mazzoli bill, a
proposal they considered draconian, but which was on the verge of final approval by Congress.

Then, as now, the presidential nomination had becn largely determined before the convention
began. Walter F. Mondale was widely expected to be nominated on the first ballot. But, led by
former U.S. Rep. Edward R. Roybal, of Los Angeles, many of the 340 Latino delegates there
threatened to embarrass Mondale by abstaining on the first ballot as a protest against Simpson-
Mazzoli.

The threat worked. Former House Speaker Jim Wright and other top Democrats struck a deal
with Roybal. Simpson-Mazzoli was shelved, and un effort to draft an immigration reform law
more acceptable to Latinos began when a new Congress was seated in 1985. The result of all
that convention maneuvering was IRCA, and its generous amnesty, in 1986.

There are currently a half dozen bills on Capitol Hill to liberalize U.S. immigration laws, some
including new amnesty programs. Inside the Washington Beltway, conventional wisdom has it
that none of those bills will become law. Medina znd other Latinos think they can prove the
conventional wisdom wrong. Don't count them ouc.

........................................................................................................................................

.../index&Search=%20immigra$9%200R%20latino$ 1 0200R %20hispanic%200R%20refuy =e$ 8/15/00
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Bl CARECEN

| CenTRAL AMERICAN RESOURCE CENTER / CENTRO DE RECURS0S CENTROMMERICANDS |

August 23, 2000

To:  Maria Echaveste
(Deputy Chief of Staff at the White House)

From: Randy Jurado Ertll
(Civic Participation Director, CARECEN)
(213) 385-7800 x159

Re:  Letters and Resolutions supporting the NACARA Amendment

I am faxing to you letters of support that we have obtained here in California
from elected officials, labor, churches and Jewish organizations. We have
passed the Los Angeles City Council, Los Angeles County, and California
State Senate Resolutions in support of the NACARA Amendment.

We greatly appreciate your support and we hope that the Latino and
Immigrant Fairness Act (S. 2912) passes.

Thank you.

2845 West Seventh Street, Los Angalas, Californio 90015-3907 / rel: 213.385.7800 / fax: 213.385.1094
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PRIDE

CENTRAL AMERICANS - THE NEW AMERICANS

tHARE THE AMERICAN DREAM OF OPPORTUNITY

THE VALUE OF HARD WORK
THE IMPORTANCE OF FAMILY AND HOME
and '
IN BECOMING A PART OF AMERICA’s SUCCESS STORY

Centyal Americans are recognized as one of the most important new

immigrant groups in the United States. The majority

arrived during the 80s as a result of the
civil wars that engulfed the Central American region.

According to the 1990 census there were 1,041,100 Central Americans in the United States,
including 458,700 Salvadorans and 216,000 Guat:malans, Although the majonty fled political
persecution and th¢ conditions of war and civil unrest, their applications for asylum were

routinely denied dy]
groups as Cubans §

Central American |
strictly economic 1

Central Americans
San Francisco; Ho
Washington, D.C.;
American populati

iring the 1980s and they lacked access 1o refugee assistance available to such
ind Vietnamese.

immigrants differ from many other immigrant groups in that they are neither
nigrants nor accepted as refugecs, although they posses characteristics of both.

are located in the main metropolitan centers in the United States: Los Angeles;
nston, Texas; New York; New lersey; Chicago, I1I; Arlington, VA;

Seattle, WA, Boston, MA and Miami, Florida. Fifty two percent of the Central
oni in the United States resides in the greater Los Angeles area.

Central Ameridans have been living and working legally in the United States since 1990.

In 1990, the Uniteq States granted temporary protocted status, known as TPS, to Salvadorans who
met certain prereqyisites. Those that registered for TPS became eligible for Deferred Enforced

Departure (DED).

In addition, under the 1991 American Baptist Church v. Thomburg “ABC”

settlement Salvadarans and Guatemnalans who were class members could continue to reside and
work legally in the| United States while their asylum cases remained pending,.

Cerrtral Americans

entered the labor force in traditional low-wage industries such as garment and

manufacturing and|service jobs fueled by high tech industries, aerospace, information-linked

industries, finance,

stemming inflation,

shipping, and tourism. Their high work force presence has contributed to

They pay payroll taxes, social secﬁrity taxes, medical and sales tax, promoting economic vitality

in the central cities

Central Amenicans
have as a buying fq

where a majority of Cemtral American immigrants reside.

Central Americans arc_keen entrepreneurs.

are very proud of their tremendous work ethic; they understand the power they
irce; and, they understand that Central Americans are leaders in bringing new

2845 West Seventh Stieer, Los Angeles, California 90005-3907 / rel: 213.385.7800 / fax: 213,385.1094 / web- www.carecen-la.org
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business and growth to areas where little economic opportunity previously existed. Salvadorans
are the second larﬁest Latino group in Southern California, after Mexican Americans. Almost a
third are U.S. citizens, and about 13% are homeowners. Nearly 30% have annual household
incomes of more than $35,000; about 9% earn more than $50,000. One-tertth of the community
owns a business and 2% hold college degrees from American universities.

Considering that most of the Central Americans have been living in the United States less than 20
years, these statistics are remarkable

In addition to contributing to building strong cotnmunities in the United States, Central
Americans are a strong pillar of the economies of the Central American region. Central
Americans send an estimated $3.5 billion in family support to their families in their countries of
origin. A significaft percent of the remittances is used by Central Americans to buy American
products sold in the region.

In addition, the remittances help fitel the economies of Central America which, io turn, create

Jobs that help reduce migration to the north. The cconomic stability of the region is critical in
supporting the nascent democracies of the Central American region.

Central Americans are proud to be Americans

Central Amencans|are becoming citizens and votag. For example, in the Los Angeles and
Orange counties there are approximately 100,000 registered voters. These are new voters who are
eager to participate in the democratic process of their adopted new country.

Many young men gnd women are also joining the U.S.military. For example, Spe. Angelica Ortiz,
a 22 year-year-old Salvadoran woman, is among the thousands of U.S. military reservists from 18
states participating|in a three-month training program in El Salvador. Spc. Ortiz left El Salvador
as frightened 8-year-old. Fourteen years later she is back in El Salvador as a member of the U S.
army.

The Nicaraguan Adjustment and Centra/ American Relief Act NACARA) gave
unequal treatment to Central American refugees.

In 1997, Congress pnacted NACARA to provide immigration relief for certain Central American
refugees with deepties'in the U.S. NACARA created two tiers of immigration relief: Nicaraguans
and Cubans were gjven the opportunity to apply for permanent residence if they resided
continuously in the U.S. since December 1, 1995, while Salvadoran and Guatemalan refugees
were provided with a much more limited and restricted relief called NACARA suspensian of
deportation. Hond refugees were completely left out of NACARA. NACARA, as it stands

now divides families.

Many young children of NACARA beneficiaries cannot seek NACARA relief ance they tum 21

years of age, unlesg
Department has
have tumed 21 and
continue their highg
as math and sc¢ienc

Salvador in 1989. I]Fl

California. Jaime, 1

they entered the country before October 1, 1990, Because the U S, Justice

taken so long to implement NACARA, thousands of once eligible young people

thus “aged-out” of eligibility. Many young, law abiding, students cannot

r education and their dreams of becoming professionals in various fields such
are ended. Such is the case of Jaime Osorio. His mother, Ms. Osorio fled El
August 1991, her children Jaime and Ana reunited with their mother in

who arrived at age thirtsen, graduated with hopors from Francis Polytechnic
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High School at ag¢ seventeen and was an outstanding ROTC member. He started studying at Cal
State University Nprthridge, planning to major in Health Science, but due to an increase in
tuition, he had to transfer to a two-year community college. Having received an Associate of Arts
degree and complated additional courses in advanced physics, chemistry, calculus and biology, he
hopes to retutn to {Cal State Northridge to eam a bachelor of science degree so that he can achieve
his long-term goal|of obtaining a Ph.D. in biochernistry. Sadly, however, because he entered the
U.S. after October|1990 and because he reached 21 before his mother could have her case
adjudicated, Jaime|does not have a means of becoming a lawful permanent resident.

However, given the opportunity to continue their dream young people like Jamie Osorio can, in
the future, fill the high-tech jobs that are strongly needed in the United States.

In addition, NAC ’s unduly burdensome and complex application process for Guatemalans
and Salvadorans génerate high admmistrative costs for INS.

INS estimates that the parity legislation would cover 330, 000 Salvadorans, 220,000
Guatemalans, 80,000 Hondurans and 50,000 Haitians. These statistics include, 180,000
Salvadorans and 50,000 Guatemalans already covered by NACARA, Therefore, approximately
440,000 people wquld benefit with a NACARA amendment.

The Central American Resource Center, CARECEN along with many national organizations and
bi-partisan local, state, and federal elected officials strongly supperr the inclusion of the “Central
American and Haitian Parity Act of 1999” (HR 2722 and S1592) in the H-1B visa legislation
proposal. HR 2727 legislation sponsored by Con; ressmember Christopher Smith (R-NJ) amends
NACARA to provide certain nationals of El Salvador, Guatemala, Hondurans, and Haitians an
opportunity to apply for adjustment of status under the Act.

It is time that their newly adopted country end the legal immigration limbo and
low Central Americans to be full-fledged AMERICANS.

LEGISLATION THAT GIVES PARITY TO ALL CENTRAL AMERICANS
PROMOTES STABILITY IN THE | /NITED STATES AND ABROAD.,

Prepared by Angela Sanbrano, Executive Director, CARECEN, 2845 W 7% St. Los Angeles CA
90005, For more iﬂformation contact: Randy Jurado Ertll, Director of Civic Participation, (213)
385-7800 ext. 159.) Cell phone (213) 924-4290. I-mail address: rjurado@carecen-la.org
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May 4, 2000 - !

RIC

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR

Honorable Dlan:ne%F sinstein
United States Senator
United States Congrass

" Washington D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Feins%bzin:

1592, the “Central American and Haitian Adjustment Act” to the H-1B legislatio

2133851084 T-572

P.005 F-188

HARD J.
MAYOR

RIORDAN

I am writing this lefter to urge your support for the attachment of provisions of H.R. 2722 and S.

n. HR. 2722

2nd 8. 1552 are both bipartisan supparted bills thai amend the Nicaraguan Adjustment and
Centrel American Relief Act (NACARA) 10 proviile nationals of Bl Salvador, Guatemalan and

As you are aware,

United States the opportunity to adjust their immigration status from unlawful to

Honduras an opporpunity to apply for adjustment of immigration status under NACARA.

NACARA was created to provide Njcaraguans and Cuban Nationals-in the

Jawful if they

were in the country continuausly as of December 1, 1995. NACARA alsg contained some

provisions relating to suspension of deportation for other Central

Americans. However, this law did not provide the same opportunity to adjust immigration status

furthermore, the ma,fority are residents of California.

In ¢osing, by including the important provisions of H.R. 2722 and §. 1592 in 4-
you will help ensurd that Central Americans are given equal reatment under NA

to apply for permanént residency.
Sincerety, |
Richard J. Riordan

Mayor- -~

~ncd

LehikT Ann7 3 T L0 Q07 TIHOCT 2. YR

for Salvadorans, Guatemalans, and Hondurans as v/ere acceded to Nicaraguans and Cubans,

" The vast majority o]L Centcal Americans who will benefit fram the provisions contained in H.R.
12722 and 8. 1592 have resided and legally worked in the United States for more than a decade;

1B legislation
CARA., -

Immigrants from El|Salvador, Guatemala, and Honduras deserve the same oppoertunity as others
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July 5, 2000

Immigration Injustices

Kith unemployment rates at a 30-yeéar low and stiong growth in the high~tech
sector, many technology dompanies are hard presced tc find enough

programmers
and other skilled workers

to meet their needs. One way industry has dealt

with the laber shortage has been to hire skilled foreign werkers who are
allowed to come to this country under special, :emporary H-1B visas., But now
demand for skilled workers is outstripping the number of such workers

allowed

1
in each year by statute.'Congress needs to raiss the visa cap temporarily to
eage the shortages. It should also correct some severe injustices in the
immigration laws that have hurt immigrants who have been in this country for

more Tthan a decade. !

3

United States for up to

ix years, are capped a: 115,000 for fiscal year

Under current law, H-1B ;isas, which permit foresign workers to stay in the

2000 k

Tc increase that cap for

a limited time. One reasonable proposal, sponsored

and will decline to 65,0jO in 2002. There is bipartisan support in Congress

by Representatives David Dreier, Republican of California, and Zoe Lofgren,
Democrazt of California, would increase the cap vo 200,000 visas per year
through 2003. Their bill |[would set aside a numksr cf the visas for nonprofic

research institutions an

would require that 60,000 visas be reserved for

people with advanced degrees. The proposal woulc also increases the visa

application fee to $1,000
and education programs.

from $500 and direct tne money toward job training

The Clinton administration supports .8 temporary increase in the visa cap,

but |
with higher fees than the

Dreier-Lofgren plan. I: also wants Congress to

correct some other immigrrtion problems.

In 1997, Congress granted permanent residency tc Nicaraguan and Cuban

refugees who fled oppress|
granted only lesser forms)

on by their leftist regimes in the 1980's. But it
of relief to Guatemalans and Salvadorans who fled

right-wing regimes, and it neglected Haitians arid Hondurans, Congress should
dismantle these distincrtions and allow Ceéntral ARmerican refugees to apply

for
permanent residency on an

Congress sheculd alsc cure

equal basis.

a legal mess left over from the 1986 immigraticn

overhaul. At that time Congress granted amnesty :c illegal aliens who had
been in the country beforf 1982. But some 300,000 people were improperly
)

denied the opportunity tc
Naturalization Service.

apply for amnesty by the Immigration and

Years of litigation folloLed, with the courts ruting in favor of the
immigrants. Then in 1996, |Congress stripped the ~ourts of jurisdietion over

these cases, leaving thesg
granted work authorizatiodf
Congress would allow thesg
who have been here since 1

s immigrants, a great rumber of whom had been

n, in legal limbo. A sensible bill now pending in
+ individuals and other similarly situated people
the mid-1980's to stay permanently.

Copvright 2000 The New York Times Company

F-189



Aug-24-2000

11:45am

Am erman Rp

T-872 P.00T/050 F-188

2133851094

From-CARECEN

.1 .
LOS

ANGELES TIMES EDITORIALS

‘MARK H. WILLES Publulxer

KATHRYN M. DOWNING, Prazsident and Chief Exerutive Officer
MICHAEL PARKS. Editor and Executive Vice President
JANET CLAYTON, £ditcr of the Editorial Pages and Vice President

Rule Now on Immigrants

g P)Jemdent Clinton tours four coun-

trieg in .the storm-devastated Cen-

tral American isthmus this week, he
will be prassed to help solve the region’s
problems, and there is none mere pressing
than the fate of almost a quarter-million im-
migrants driven out not by storms but by
war. They have lived in the United Stetes
since the 1980s and deserve a resolution of
their statug. Yes or no,
stay or g&. :

Clinton should seize
the occasipn to state
clearly, and’ immedi-
ately, that he intende to
resolve the|situation of
the 120,000!Salvadorans
and 50,000 Guatemalans
who fled the Central
American W;Frs of the 1980s, most of them to
Southern California.

At issue are the heads of families now liv-
ing in the Unpited States mainly under a dis-
puted residence status, When they arrived,
they were denied asylum by U.S. offmws
despite the fact that most of them met tae
asylum 1equ£.rement of being refugees fle.a-
ing from repressive regimes. The refugees
sued and reluctantly Washington agreed to
provide somp relief, granting them permis-

tus was examir ed,
Then canig’

Clinton should resolve the
Situation of the 190,000
Salvadorans and 50,000

Guatemalans who fled the Central
American wars of the 1980s.

called NACARA bill, the law intended that
Guatemalans and Salvadorans “be provided
with a fair and equitable opportunity to
demonstrate that they should be permitted
to remain in the Umted States and pursue
permanerit residency.” But that is not the
message coming from the Immigration and
Naturalization Service, which has adopted
an unnecessarily restrictive mterpretatmn
. of the law.

Instead of presumzng
that these immigrants
would suffer in their na-
tive countries if they
were deported, the Im-
migration Service insists

_ they present proof to an

immigration official that

' deportatlon would mean

e‘{treme hardship” for them and their

family members. Supporters estimate that

requirement will cost each immigrant be-

tween $2,000 and $6,000 in lawyers’ fees.

And it will be up to an INS official to decide
what constitutes extreme hardship.

Here, Clinton has an opportunity to re-
‘dress a wrong. He can and should make a
fair decision on this group of Central Ameri-
cans who got caught up in wars-in which

sion 1o work] jn. this country whﬂe their sta-. _Waqmngion had a significant hand.

... The p1e51dent should consxder that thesc .
mrmgrants ‘haye' | grown roots m ‘America,

hfe and a__.:__._", e
.T_ a they became wctxms of war was_'._. 1
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cannot afford. In all fa.l.rness the INS should '
simplify the rules and be as. generous as the -
cases allow in making its decisions."” -
. Advecates -say the refugees -should . have

- been given asylum and some sort of legal sta-
tus the:moment they set foot"oh'U.S soil. But ..
the Reagan and Bush. administratiéns- ‘held:+
that only 3% -of them were victims of a war..

- fought ‘with-U.S. dssistance. From" postwar
evaluations "by knowledgeable investigators,

1t immijgration issues, the .
by Status of near]y 500,000 Guatemala.n and Sal-.

They will not. r, ejve the blanket a.mnesty
that Congress gr
4|+, bans and Nicara

1 s

'led regimes, The & ’tatus of the Salvadoran and

+|- - Guatemalan refugees is murkier. The regimes --

. they-fled were supported by U.S. administra- .
tions during Cerltral America’s, civil. wars. -
They will not gef:a free pass, but that .doés -

that number: seems. incredibly jow:. The: INS - 3
should take a hard 100]; at what appe,ars to be a

- dubious barrier.

Now, more' than a decade afLer ﬂeemg the
genocide 'in‘Guatemala“and : ‘death squads:in-

_ ~not mean they should be denied an, opportu- :
e .mty to make a cas to st.ay )
I Under the Clinton admlmstrahon program
il ‘Lhcse see.l-:mg to}gmam must file new-docu--
t

El-Salvador, many of'these’ immigrants- haver i

., put down roots - in 'the: United- States ‘and -
" borne children who. are ‘Ametican. citizens, g -
many cases they could: not return ‘to their -

~ home countries. without ‘risk:, Likeall «givil'- -
wars, these in El Salvador and’ Guatema.la_'

' have]ong shadows.”. - i
The INS will begm acceptmg_ ,pphcatxons E

for refugee status Juné 21, Community-based "',
support groups like thie Central ‘American Re-. ;
source -Center should deploy their .resources-
to assure that the refugees get a fmrlheanng .
,.They havep:—udthe pnce S v

" a|..mén{s to back their claim ‘to.refugee status
-4, and, ultunately._ rémain as legal remdents‘
. Faﬂure 10-make a case -could leadto deporta®

| tion. That judgment will be made by.the Im-
. : rmgratlon and'Natralization Service. .-

- = | . It won't be easy for applicants to- complete
| the complex and mtmudatmg .process. Paper-
.| . work will require|the help of a professionial. -
T . conquLnnt coum 1 ihat, mosL lmnugrants

J"a,
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The Washington Post

AN INDEPENDENT = NEWSPAPER

HERE IS A yay to provide hurricane-

. struck Centra] America with billions in

- prompt, steady and effectively targeted

aid yyithout a pennyls expense to U.S. taxpay-

ers.’ But it will tai()é some legislative and
buwreaucratie agility to produce it.

-inThe smart way would be to provide the

option of immediate| pernanent residence to

" those who fled upheaval in Central America in

the !70s and '80s and whose irmmigration

Stdtlis is uncertain ndw. That status is already

] i s a5 a class, but it is

s and Guatemalans only

uncertain case-by-case

dence would allow the

neficiaries to’ continue

on.3.slow, costly an
basis, Permanent resi
several groups of
sending home the
crudal to a region that was still gasping for
. - rebirth even before Hurricane Mitch delivered
its once-in-a-century hpymaker in November.

. S0 why not make |it fairer and easier for
Salvadorans and Guatprualans, who otherwise
face being deported i

illions in remittances.

Without Taxpayer -E:cpénse

B cause the immigration law of 1997 compels
them to prove o7 an individual basis that their
deportation would result in “extreme hard-
ship”™—a proof, as we say, slow, costly and
urreliable to make, L

And why was the law written in this unequal
fashion? Because Cold War immigration Jaw
has consistently favored those who fled com-
munist-led regimes (such as Nicaragua in the
"80s, unlike Guatemnala and E) Salvador), And,
adds House immigration Chairrnan Larpar
Smith of Texas, because this is what immigra-
Hou groups asked for in a farnous suit alleging
uniairness in administration of the Jaw.

"l'o treat immigration privileges as foreign aid
to friends in distress—this cannot be the law’s
first purpose. But in the special Grewnstances
of Central America, which is (1) devastated, (2)
do:e and (3) dependent, it is a good second
purpose. The case is strong for touching up the
law while administering it as flexibly as passible
and otherwise supporting President Clinton’s

+ app-als for the reconstruction of the region.

T-572 P.008/050 F-189
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Salvadoran Vice Consul Oscar Sariles, ce :
Julia d¢ Melendez, Sussy Quintilla and Aria Mello at Sai-PAC fund-raiser.

Salvadorans Stake Their Claim_
in §ou_th1and Political Game -

By ANTONIO OLIVO
TIMES STAFF WRITER

Sure, $550 spread among three
City Cqunecil candidates is not
likely totwin any elections,

But to Sauthern California’s ap-
proximately 750,000 residents with
roots in Kl Sajvador, that money—

raised foT races in Los Angeles and -

Glendale| by Salvadoran Ameri-
cans—represents g major viclory.
With it,| members of thig fast-
growing lcommunity have staked
their claim in local politics, hoping
to emergﬁ from obseurity and elect

PERRY C. RIDDLY / uxmuela:'x_'lpg'
rmer, talks with, from lef, Marfa

a fe w of their own. il
Those are goals of the Salva- .
dorin American Political Action
Committee, or Sal-PAC, the onJ
reg:stered lobby for Central 4
Americans living in the U.S, -..i
This group of lawyers, éntrepre- !
news and other professionals— |
most of them in their 20s—aimg 3¢
push the Salvadoran perspective
on an array of issues affecting the
Tegion’s about 1.5 million Centraif
Americans—including crime,,
healih care and immigrant rights, "
Their efforts are a sign of whag ,’
Please see GROUP, BS"
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GROUP

Continued from Bl .
observers cail growing sophistica-
tion in the Cenural American com-
munity as Salvadomn, Guatemalan
and Nicaraguan fajnilies who fled
civil wars in the 1980s sink deeper
roots in Southern Cplifornia.
“There is no political voice yet
among Central Americans,” said
Mari Lopez, a Sal-PAC board mem-

ber who coordinateg community -
ational Assn, of:

s for the
Latino Elected Officials. “What
there i3 arounts to g little squeak.”
But as they apply for citizenship
in greater numberp, “Pecple from
Central America arg stariing to look
for attention from their elected
officials,” she said) “We have our
own issues that are different than
the rest of the Latino eommunity.
But when it comes|to public educa-
tion and the quality of life in our
neighborhoods, we have the same
concerns as everybpdy else.”

program

Second - Larlg%t Latino

Group in Sonthland

A 1996 demographic sindy of
local Central Americans conducted

by the Latino officials association.

and the Tomas Rivera Policy Insti-
tute in Claremont showed signs of
prosperity in the $alvadoran com-
munity, sightly
Guatemalans and Nicaraguans.
Already, Salvadorans are the
gecond largest
Southern Califorrda, behind Mex-
can Americans. Almost a third are
USS. citizens, the ptudy found, and
about 13% own
Nearly 30% have annual house-
hold incomes of njore than $36,000;
about 9% earn mpre than $50,000.
One-tenth of the community owns
a business, the gtudy found, and

297, hold American college degrees.

The numbérs are promising, eon-
gidering that most have beer living
in the United States less than 20
years, said Sal-PAC President
Randy Jurade-Erftll, 28, 2 political
strategist witl'J the California
League of Conseryation Voters.

“We're becomifig 8 vibrant com-
munily with a grqwing middle class,
kids who go td Universities and
become professignals and families

who follow politips here and not in’
J

£l Salvador,” said Jurado-ErtlL

Like leaders inithe Jewish or Irish’

communities before them, he sald,
Sal-PAC Intends to establish its
community's poiltical clout in true
American fashipn—with money.
The group also |hopes to carve a
political bloc fro the-ubout 100,000
Salvadoran American registered
voters in L.A. and Qrange counties,

ore than among

Latino group in.

eir own: homes.’

2133851084

State Sen, Liz. Figueroa (D-Fre-
mont) and Duarte school board
member Reyna Diaz are the only
Salvadoran Americans now holding
public office in California. “Our
ultimate goal is to have one of our
own board members run,” Jurado-
Ertll said,

For Tuesday: elections, Sal-PAC
endorsed city council candidates
Alex Padilla and Madison Shockley
in Los Angeles. and Gus Garnez in
Glendale, splitting the $550 among
them and prowviding campaign vol-
unteers. The iyoup raised about
$5,000 for the state elections in
November, divided among five can-
didates, includirg Gov. Gray Davis.

The money i-n't much, but “ev-
ery little bit helps,” said Padilla, a
26-year-old Massachusetts Insti-
tute of Technolagy graduate who
has collected $200,000 in his bid to
fill the council :eat in the northeast
San Fernando Valley that Richard
Alarcon left vacant when he be-
came a state senator.

At their fun--raisers and meet-
ings, Sal-PAC members tell paliti-
clans that Ceniral Americans will
gomeday play a key role in local
elections.

More and More Move
Out of Pico-Union

Salvadaran ~.merican families are
increasingly moving from the Pice-
Union area n-ar downtown LA,
where most new arrivals settle, to

‘the northeast Valley, southeast Los -
: !Angeles County and north Orange

‘County, community leaders said.
Noting the same shift in his

hometown of Pacoima, Padilla, a

Mexiean Amedcan, said, “One of

my favorite tico stands as a Kid is.

now a pupuser ia.”

Along Van Nuys Boulevard, in.

what for year: was a mostly Mexi-
¢an American area, there are clus-
ters of Salvadoran restaurants spe-
cializing in pu;usa meal pastries.

The group'; outward migration
from its barric near downtown
provides Sal-PAC with increased
clout, group leaders say. “We ¢an
be the swing vote in several dis-
triets,” Jurado - Ertil said.

In November, Sal-PAC helped
register mor: than 5,000 Salva-
doran American voters on behalf of
Anaheim Democrat Lou Correa,
providing th.: Mexican American
with breathir g room in an Assem-
bly race he won by 5,300 votes.

"My area has the second lowest
voter lurnoul in the state,” said
Correa, whas. district includes the
Salvadoran Consulate in Santa Ana,
“Yoter turnout is the key to any
victory. To us, [the registration
drive] was golden.” Beyond mobiliz-

ing votowrw. "t .= vulue of Sal-DAL i9

getting peopl: Ww become aware of -

their issues.” he said.

‘packed dictatarships during the

_ Southland too. .

T-572 P.012/050 F-198

A chief concern among Salva- |
dorans is what the group calls
unfair treatment of immigrants un-

der the federal Nicaraguan Adjust- |
ment and Central American Relief |
Act of 1997, i

A byproduct of lingering Cold [
War views, the federal immigration
statyte grants blanket amnesty to
Nicaraguans and Cubans who fled |
the Sandinista and Castro regimes. ||
For Salvadoran and Guatemalan |
refugees, however, who fled US.~ ¢

1980s, the law requires each individ-
ual to prove that he or she would
suffer “extreme hardship” if de-
ported, a costly legal hurdle. |
Sal-PAC and other Central |
American activists say the policy
cripples immigrant efforts to gain
legal residency and ignores proof of
widespread human rights violations
in Bl Salvador and Cuatemala, = -
Sal-PAC has begun lobbying to
change the law, which the Clinton-
administration is already scrutimz-.
ing. When President Clinton
toured Central America last month’
1o witness the destruction left by |
Hurricane Mitch, Jurado-Ertll was
part of a contingent that flew to El
Salvador to lobby for changes in
the immigration law. -
The issue, said Jurado-Ertll,
took a back seat to the hurricane.”
“We didn't have much access o
the Clinton administratien,” he said. |
“Bur we've advized other groups on
what to say to his aides. Hopefully,-
the message got through.”

pu—

‘A Continuation of
the American Dream’

~ Some legislators have agreed to7
champion Sal-PAC causes. At @
recent fund-raiser at the San Sal-..
vador Restaurant near downtown, 1
aides 1o Rep. Xavier Becerra, Rep.
Lucille Roybal-Allard and Assem.
bly Speaker Antenio Villaraigesa,™
all Los Angeles Democrats, sam-
pled a $25-per-plate pupuss buffet:
and talked over live cumbia music..
Assemblywoman Gloria’ Romero !
(D-Alhambra) told the audience of .
50 or so Salvadoran acuvists and
business leaders that the formation:
of Sal-PAC "is a continuation of the :
American dream.” She also urged
unity among Central Americans and
Mexican Americans. . cu
The sentiment is spreading, as”
local Guatemalan, Nicaraguan and
Honduran leaders view Sal-PAC as*
a model for their own agpirations. - .
Guatanet—a national nonprofit
group for Guatemalan Americans,’
who number about 500,000 in’
Southern California—predicta a
Guatemalan political lobby being :
formed this year, Aboul 100,;!»_,1
Nicaraguan Americans live in'tbegy

P

,-[:.--
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~ MINUTES OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES, STATE OF CALIFORNIA

Vioiet Varona-Lukens, Executive Officer
Clerk of Ihe Board cf Supervisors

383 Kenneth Hahn Hali of Administration
l-os Angeles, California 80072

At its mezting held June 13, 2000, the Board touk the follawing action:

56 , .
Supe visor Burke|made the following statement:

“The Central American population in Las Angeles County is one of the
larest in the nation. In 1997, Congress cnacted the Nicaraguan
Ad.ustment an8l Central American Relief Act (NACARA). While this much
neuded legislation alloweq the adjustment of status for permanent
res dency by Nicaraguan and Cuban refugees, it neglected 1o include
oth.2r similany siwated groups.

“In light of rrLe similar circumstances endured by Guaternalans,
Haiians, Hondurans and Saivadorans in their countries of origin, itis
Impzrative that they be treated with equity Dy U.S. immigration laws. Like
the Vicaraguans and Cubans, thousands of people that form these
negi.ected groups have suffered from human nghts vialations, political
repr2ssion, economic instability and vielent persecurion.

“Currently, thousands of Central American families (many with
American bomn ¢hildren) contribute greatly toward Los Angeies County's
saciil and econpmic prosperity. As law-abiding taxpayers,
Central-Americis offer tremendous diversity and exhibit a vely strong
cominitment toward democracy. Recognizing their imponance in our
comrunities, Congress is presently consicering the Central American and
Haitiain Adjustr,n%nt Act (HR 2722, 8.1592) that will offer the opportunity of
permanent residency to qualified Guaternalans, Haitians, Hendurans and
Salvadorans wha have coptinuously resided in the United S1iales since
December 1995.

‘A.:Ipption of this legislation would afforc Central Americans similar
protettions 1o thdse previously extended to-ward Cambadians, Chinese,
Cubans, Hungarians, Laonans, Nicaraguans, Yugeslavians, Vietnamese
and many others.”
{Continued on Page 2)
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Syn. 56 (Continued)

Therefare, on mption of Supervisor Burke, secondsd by Supervisor 'Molina'. duly
carried by the following vote: Ayes: Supervisers Burke, Yaroslavsky, and Molina;
Noes: Supervisors Knabe ang Antonovich, the Board 1ok the following actions:

1. Wenton record in Support of adoption of the Centra] American ang
Haitian Adjustment Act, H.R, 2722 (Smith) and S. 1582 (Durbin),
legislation which would provide qualified Guaiemalans, Haitians,
Hondurans and Salvadorans that have continuously resided in the
United Sta1es since December 1995, the Opportunity to adjust status to
pPermanentiresidents of the Uniteg States; and

2. Instructed the Execytive Officer of the Board 1o seng a lefter 1o the
Los-Angeles County Congressional Delegauon, Senators Feinstein
and.Boxer, gnd Presigent Clinton, expressing the Board's Suppont
for enactment of the Centraj American and Haitian Adjustment Act,
H.R. 2722 (Smith) and S, 1592 (Durbin, or its inclusion in other
mmigration |legislation.

5061300-£6

Copies dis ributed:
Each Supetvisor
Chisf Administrativel Officer
County ~ounsel

Letters sen’ to:
The President ;
Senator Barbara Boxer
Senator Dianne Feinstein
Senatar ichard J. Durbin
Congres:;;man Christ pher H. Smith
Each Member, Los Angeles County Congressionaj

Delegation © |

: 99
T IN=2Qe2ARRA 1A 27 +1213RPAARRK

F-1889
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MEMBERS OF THE BOARD

OARD OF SUPERVISORS | lommou
OUNTY OF LOS ANGELES 260 TAIOSAYSEY
3B KENRETR nARN pall OF a0miNiSTRATION / DS ANGELES, CaLiFRANA 80012 MiICrali P, ANTONQVICH

VIOLET VAR! INA-LUKENS, EXECUTIVE QFFICER
(213) 874-14M1

\ June 14, 2000

|
Tha Heno ' ble Richard J. Durbin
United States Senate
SR-364 Russe]l Senate Office Building
Washingtop, D.C. 20510-1304

Dear Senatar Durbin:

Al its meeting held June 13, 2000, on motion of Supervisor

Yvonne Brathwalte Burke, the Los Angeles County Board of

Supervisors went on record in suppen of adoption, or inclusion in other
immigrant |egislation, the Central American and Haitian Adjustment Act,
H.R. 2722 (Smith) and S, 1592, |egislation which you authored.
Supervisarg Don Knabe and Michael 3. Antanovich voted in opposition o

this action.
| Very truly yours,
. a .
VIOLET VARONA-LUKENS
EXECUTIVE OFFICER
3061300-56

-

)

- — - = vy ————— ——
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SOOI AR
i ;r*;-—'—\,‘) OARD OF SUPERVISORS
- %ﬁ OUNTY OF LOS ANGELES
- > ipeg - A3 KENNETH hanN mALL OF APMnISTRATION / DS ANGELES. CALIFORNWK S0012
vtpLET;RTt;MaLUKENS, EXECUTIVE OFFICER
(M3} 976241

June 14, 2000

The HonmebIe Xavier Becerra

Congressman

United States House of Representatives
- House Office Building

Washingtan, DC 20515-0530

Dear Congressman Becerra:

T-572 P.016/050 F-198

sl B OF ThE BOARD

SLORA mQUNA

YVONNE BRaTHwATE SURKE
ZEV Va1 avagy

DON ENeiE

mICRAEL D ANTONOWICH

T N 20 D00

At its meeting held June 13, 2000, on mation of Supervisor

Yvonne Brathwaite Burke, the Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors
went on regord in support of adaption of the Central American and Haitian
Adjustment|Act, H.R. 2722 (Smith) and S. 1592 (Durbin), ar its inclusion in
ather immigrant |egislation. This legislation would provide qualified
Guawemalans, Haitians, Hondurans and Salvadorans that have
continuously resided in the United Stztes since December 1895, the
opportunity to adjust status to permanent residents of the United States.
iu_:peszors Don Knabe and Michael D. Antanovich vored in opposition to
this action.

Very truly yours,
ViotsTanona-Zoudio

| VIOLET VARONA-LUKENS
|. EXECUTIVE OFFICER

i061300-56

14: 22 . =121 REDAAKTR Qs
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MEMEELS QF THE BAARD

=OuNa

OARD OF SUPERVISORS YVONNE BLAT e St
OUNTY OF LOS ANGELES Rilr~-Tiel!

3p3 KENNETH nAnm naul OF aOMINISTRATION / LOS ANGELES, CaLiFORNIA B0OY2 MICMAEL O aNTONOVICH

VIOLET VARC NA-LUKENS, ETCUTWE OFFICER

[213) 7¢240

June 14, 2000

The Monorable Barbara Boxer

Senator

United States Senate
Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0505

.J83r Senatpr Boxer:

Al its meeting held June 13, 2000, an motion of Supervisor

‘fvonne B
\went on rec

hw;ita Burke, the Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors
rd in suppan of adoption of the Cenral American and Haitian

sdjustment Act, H.R. 2722 (Smith) and S. 1592 (Purbin), or its inclusion in

tther immig

"ant legistation. This legis!ation would provide qualified

Guatemalans, Hattians, Handurans and Salvadorans that have

continUousi|

cpponunity
Supervisors

this action. -

5(161300-56

JUN-25~28RR 1@:22

resided in the United Staiss since December 1995, the
adjust status 10 permanent residents of the United States.
Don Knabe and Michae! D. Antonavich voted In oppasition to

Vary truly yours,
VIOLET VARONA-LUKENS
EXECUTIVE OFFICER

€

+12136208638 S& P.ee
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VILET VAROY
(213} 5741417

-BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES

BSLUKENS, EXECUTIVE OFFICER

June 14, 2000

ot

‘The Honorable: Dianne Feinstein
Senatar |

United States g
Sienate Office

enate
vilaing

. \Vashington, D€ 20510-0504

[ear Senator Feinstein:

A1its meeting hild June 13, 2000, on motian of Supervisor

83 KENNETH mapN nalL DF aOMINISTRATION / LOS ~ACELES CALIFORNIA 50012

T-572 P.018/050 F-188

R Rt

mEMBERS OF TME EOARD:

GURLL palIUMNA

TrONNE DRATHWAITE SURKE
2BV VARIISLAVELY

DON KNARE

mICHAEL 0 aNTONOVICK

Yvonne Brathwahe Burke, the Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors
WEnt on record (n support of adoption of the Central American and Haitian
Adjustment Act, H.R. 2722 (Smith) and S. 1582 (Durbin), or its inclusion in
o-her immigrant legislation. This legislation wauld provide qualified

Guatemalans, Haitians, Hondurans and Salvadorans that have

cantinuously resided in the United States since December 1995, the
oppontunity to adjust status to permanent residents of the United Siates.
vipervisors Don Knabe and Michae| D. Arnwonovich veled in opposition to

th's action. f
: Very truly yours,
' VIOLET VARONA-LUKENS
EXECUTIVE OFFICER
50:31300-568

3
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OARD OF SUPERVISORS
“OUNTY OF LOS ANGELES

383 REMNETH mann nall OF aOMINISTRATION / LOS ANGELES CALIFGRNIA 50017

VIOLET VARCNA-LUKENS, EXECUTIVE CFFICER
(213) 9781411 '

June 14, 2000

1
|

The President
The White House
‘Nashington, DC 20500

\dear President Clinton:

/\Uits meeting held June 13, 2000, an motion of Supervisor

T-572 P.018/050 F-198

MEMBERS OF TME AQARD

- GOka mDLINA
TYONNE BEATNWAITE ALIRRE
2EV YARCSLAvSAY

. DON KNaBE
mCral D aNTONOWICH

Yvanne Brathwaite Burke, the Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors
vient on racard in suppon of adpption of the Central American and Haitian -

eantinucusly resigeu in the United Statss since December 1885, the
93portunity 10 adjust status to permanent residents of the United States.
S.pervisors ?on Knabe and Michagl D Antonovich voted in oppositien 1o

this action.
Very truly yours,
VIOLET VARONA-LUKENS
EXECUTIVE OFFICER
5051300-56
L
+12136200636 997 . P.B4
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RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, ™o years ago, Congress enacted the Nicaraguan Adjustment and Ceutral
. American Relief Act (NACARA),which protects Nicaraguan and Cuban refugees by enabling
them to remain pérmanemmly in the United States as immigrants. But many Central Americans
and Haitians were unfairly excluded from that bill; and '

WHEREAS, we must correct the unfairness and discriminaton involved in treating
Nicaraguans and Cubaus more favorably than similarly situated Central Americans and
Haitians — all of thesq refugees should be mreated equally; and

WHEREAS, legislation is currently pending in Congress which would end this
dispariry; it would remedy this omission by addin; Salvadorans, Guatemalans, Hondurans,
and Haidans to the U.T of deserving refugees; and : : ' -

WHEREAS, these Central American and Haitian refugees, like Nicaraguaas and
Cubans, fled decades of violence, human rights abuses, and economic instability resuldng from
political repression. They suffered persecution at the hands of successive repressive
governments. Central |[Americans and Haitians supporting democracy have faced rorture, exmra-
judicial killings, impr%onment, and other forms of persecurion; and

WHEREAS, like other political refugees, Central Americans and Haitians have come 10
 this country with a strong commitment W democracy, their children, that have been born kere,
are U.S. citizens; and!in the City of Los Angeles, just as in other places where they have
settled, they have ma e lasting contributions to the economic vitality and diversity of our,
communifies and our pation; and
WHEREAS, these refugees through their own private efforts are able to send funds to
their families and amounts bave become a primary source of income for families who lost
their jobs as a result qf the hurricanes that ravaged these countries last year. Repatriating
thousands of Central Arnericans and Haitians will impose a great burden on these countries.
Allowiag Central Americans and Haitians to remain here as legal residents will enable them 10
conrinue to provide agsistance that will conmibute substantially to vital economic recovery and
_recopstruction; and '

WHEREAS, the Central American and Haitian Parity Act (HR 2722, §.1592) will
provide gualified Salvadorans, Guatemalans, Hoprturans and Haitians who have lived ia this
~ counmy since December 1995 with the opportuniry to become permanent residersts of the U.S.;
and ' :

WHEREAS, this type of opportuaity is similar to the assistance this pation has given to
other refugees, including Hungarians, Cubans, Yugoslavs, Vietnamese, Laotians, Cambodians,
Poles, Chinese, and many others — Central American and Haitian refugees deserve protection
too — the same protection we gave to Nicaraguans and Cubans; and

Zn°A S1:0 opoz 91 fiew © 2020478812 xRS



Aug-24-2000 11:50am  From-CARECEN 2133851084 T-572 P.022/050 F-198

!

WHEREAS, there is a window of opportunity to have this important legislation enacted
by including ir into another bill. the American Competitiveness in the Twenty-first Century Act
of 2000 (HR 4227, 3983 and S. 2045) which would increase the number of h.lgh.ly skilled
foreign workers t0 come to the United States through the H-1B VLsa

NOW, REFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that by the adoption of this Resolution, the
City of Los Angeles sypports the Central Americ:n and Haitian Parity Act (HR 2722,
S.1592) to provide qualified Salvadorans, Guatemslans, Hondurans and Haitians who have
lived in this conamy since December 1955 with thr opportunity to become permmanent residents
ofthe US.;and . |

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Cicy of Los Angeles hereby also supports the
inclusion of, and urg Congress to include this legislation, the Cenmral American and Haitian
Parity Act (HR 2722, 5.1592) into another measure, the American Competitiveness in the
Twenty-first Century Act of 2000 (HR 4227, HK 3983 and S. 2045), which is cun'emly
being acnvely consxdefed for enactment by Congre s8.

| PRESENTLD BY: m

ALEX PADILLA

$0'd ST1:0  0poZ ST fiew 2040278 T2 xRS
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| SENATE RULéS COMMITTEE [ SR 31|
|office of Senate Floor Analyses I |
|1020 N Street, Suite 524 ] ]
| (916) 445-6614 Fax: (916) | |
1327-4478 I f
- L _

THIRD READI!G

Bill No: SR.31
Author: Figuerca (D), et al
Amended: intreduced
vote: 2

SENATE RULES COMMITTEE : 3-0, 8/7/00
AYES: Hugﬁéﬁ, O'Connell, Burton

SUBJECT federal Central Ame-ican and Raitian Adjustment
Act

SOURCE _ : ! Author

DIGEST | This resolution urge: the President and Congress

——————

to enact the proposed Central Amer.can and Haitian
Adjustment RAct into law. :

ANALYSIS The passage of the Illegal Immigration Reform
and Immigrant Responsibility Act of 1996 would have

applied, retroactively, strict regulations to a form of
relief from|deportation (Suspension of Deportation) to many
individuals |who have been living and working in the United
States for Iany years. In order to prevent the unfair

retroactive|application of the new law to persons who came
to the United States fleeing civil wars, civil unrest, and
communism, Congress passed the Nicaraguan Adjustment and
Central Ameiican Relief Act (NACARA) in 1387. This act
provided imiigration relief for cectain Central American
refugees with deep ties in the Uni:zed States. NACARA
created two|tiers of immigration relief: Nicaraguans and
Cubans werel|given the opportunity to apply for permanent
CONTINUED

SR 31
FPage
2

residence if they rosided continucusly in the United States

P.024/050
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since December 1, 1995, while Salv.idoran and Guatemalan
refugees were provided with a much more limited and
restricted relief. Honduran refug«es were completely left
ocut of NACARA.

Regolution| Findings

1.Congress is currently consideringy legislation, the
Central American and Haitian Adjustment Act, that would
amend the|NACARAR teo provide nationals of El Salvador,
Guatemala, Honduras, and Haiti an opportunity to apply
for adjustment of immigration status under NACARA.

2.If enacted, the Central American and Haitian Adjustment
Act would| extend to gqualified peosple from El Salvador,
Cuatemalal Honduras, and Haiti the same opportunity to
apply forﬂpermanent residence a: was previously granted
to qualified Cubans and Nicaraguins through NACARA.

3.The majority of Central Americans who will benefit from
the provigions contained in the proposed Central American

' and Haitipn Adjustment Act have resided and legally
worked inrthe United States for more than a decade; and,

of these,' the majority are from california.

4.These Central Americans and Haitians contribute many
millions pf dollars in taxes and are fueling the economic
engine of California.

This resolurion urges the President and Congress, and in
particular Members of the california Delegatien, to enact
the proposed Central American and Haitian Adjustment Act
into law, in order that natiocnals of El Salvador,
Guatemala, Honduras, and Haiti residing in this country are
provided an cpportunity to apply ior an adjustment of
immigration| status and that qualitied people may become
permanent residents of this country.

Related Legislation:

S. 1592 (Sen. Richard Durbin) introduced September 15,

1999, and H. R. 2722 (Rep. Christcpher Smith) introduced
SR 31
Page

3

August 5, 1999, (referred to the fenate Judiciary
Committee) lamends the Nicaraguan rdjustment and Central
American Rellief Act to provide to certain naticnals of Rl
salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, ana Hailti an opportunity to
apply for adjustment of status uncer that Act and extends
the applicdtion filing deadline.

Permits certain pending applicaticns filed by Salvadoran or
Guatemalan nationals under the Act or Haitian nationals
under the Haitian Refugee Immigration Fairness Act of 1998

P.025/050

F-189

8/21/00 11:42 AM
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to be converdted to an application for status adjustment
under the Agt.

Amends such |[Acts to: (1) authorize the Attorney General to
waive certaijn grounds of inadmissitility; and, (2) provide
for issuancg of immigrant visas to certain spouses and

children.

Provides for the limited reopening of certain orders of
deportation, exclusion, or removal by certain Haitian,
Cuban, or Nicaraguan natiocnals.

FISCAL EFFECT = Fiscal Com.: No

SUPPORT (Verified 7/18/00)

MALDEF, Mexjcan American Legal Defwnse and Educational Fund
Board of Supervisors, Los Angeles County

CHIRLA, Coaiition for Humane Immig-ant Rights of Los
Angeles

Central ARmerican Resource Center (CARECEN)
Proyecto Pagtoral at Dolores Mission

First Unite$ Methodist Church of L.os Angeles

ARGUMENTS IN SUPPORT Propon:nts contend that adoption
of the Central American and Haitian Adjustment Act would
afford Centpal Americans similar protections to those
previously extended toward Cambodians, Chinese, Cubans,
Hungarians, |Lactians, Nicaraguans, Yugoslavians, Vietnamese
and many c¢thers.

LC:sl 8/8/¢O Senate Fleoor Analy.ses

Page

SUPPORT/OPPOSITION: SEE ABOVE

4 kW x rhk

END

SR 31
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UNITED FOOD AND, COMMERCIAL \WORKERS INTERNATIONAL UNION ¢ AFL-CIO-CLC

¢ ®E :
@ =S :
W RICARDO F. ICAZA, President

April 25, 2000

Honorable Dianne Feinstein
United States Senator
331 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Feinstein:

We are writing in support for the inclusion of the Nicaraguan Adjustment and Central American
Relief Act (NACARA) to H-1B legislation, which is buing co-sponsored by you, Senator
Spencer Abraham and other Congressional representatives.

As you know, NACARA created to provide Nicarnguans and Cuban Nationals in the United
States the opportuniry to agjust their irimigration status from unlawfol to lav/ful if they were in
this country continuously 3s of December 1, 1995. While NACARA also contained some
provisions relating to suspension of deportation for other Central Americans, this law did not
provide the same opportunity to adjust immigration staws for Salvadorans, Guaternalans,

Hondurans and Haitians as|were acceded to Nicaraguar:s and Cubans.

Further, the vast majority cj( Central Americans who will benefit from the provisions contained in
H.R. 2722 and S.1592 hav | resided and legally worked in the United States for more that a
decade. In addition, the 'mf]jority are residents of California.

By including the important provisions of H.R. 2722 and S.1592 in H-1B legislation, you will
help ensure that Central Americans receive equal treatnient under NACARA. Immigrants from
El Salvador; Guatemala, Honduras, and Haiti deserve tie same oppormunity as others to apply for
permanent residency.

Your Southern California Director, Guillermo Gonzales, met with the undersigned and Miguel
Contreras, Executive Secretary-Treasurer of the Los Angles County Federation of Labor, today at
the Federation’s office. W¢ have asked him 1o set up a meeting with you on our behalf, and on
behalf of Angela Sanbrano and Randy Juardo Ertell of the Central American Resource Center, on
Friday, May 19, or Saturday, May 20, in Los Angeles. '

PO. BOX 770 « HOLLYWOOD. CALIFORNIA 90078 = (213) 487-7070

COIN CUATTA DI AT o 1AC AN~ TiIe ~AIIEMNDAlIIlA ONAALS -
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- April 25, 2000
Honorable Dianne Feinsréin
Page 2

We would appreciate the ppportunity to meet with you regarding this critical martter. Although I
will be out of the country, my representative, Jim Rod riguez, would artend in my place

I look forward to an early reply 10 this request.
Sincerely,

UFCW LOCAL 770

Ricardo F. Icaza, President

RFI:jd
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CITY HALL

LOS' ANCELES, CALIPORNIa ﬂoo!:

- (21D) 86472489

May 4, 2000

2133851094

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR

Honorable Representative David Dreier

U.S. House of Repn

sentatives

331 Hart Senate Office Building

Washington D.C. 20
|

1
Dear Represm‘lanvle

510

Dreicr:

T-572 P.029/050 F-198

RICHARD .. RIORDAN
Mavol

I am writing this lefter to urge your support for the attachment of provisions of HLR. 2722 and §.
erican and Haitian Adjustmeat Act” to the H-1B legislation. H.R. 2722’
and S. 1592 are both bipartisan supported bills that amend the Nicaraguan Adjustment and
Central American Relief Act (NACARA) to provide nationals of El Salvader, Guatemalan and
Honduras an opportunity to apply for adjustment ot immigration status under NACARA.

1592, the “Central

As you are aware, NACARA was created to provide Nicaraguans and Cuban Nationals jn the
United States the opportunity te adjust their immig-ation status from unlawful to lawful if they
were in the country|continuously as of December 1, 1995. NACARA also contained some

Americans. However, this law did not provide the same opportunity to adjust immigration status

provisions relntmcgi: suspension of deportation for other Central

for Salvadorans,

temalans, and Hondurans as were acceded to Nicaraguans and Cubans.

The vast majority o;ﬁ Central Americans who will benefit from the provisions contained in LR
2722 and S. 1592 have resided and legally worked in the United States for more than a decade;
furthermdre, the majarity are residents of Califomia.

In closing, by including the important provisiens of HR. 2722 and §. 1592 in H-1B legislation
you will help ensure that Central Americans are given equal treatment under NACARA.
Immigrants from E| Salvador, Guatemala, and Honduras deserve the same opportunity as athers
1o apply for permarent residency. ' '

Sincerely,

Richard J. Riordan
Mayor
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T Aszemibl
SACRAMENTO, CA 54240-0046 , \m G t BUODSE éEEcommmEE 1
(918) 319-2Q46 r BT | (4 M AND HUMAN SERYICES
N REC v Califormaidl egislature
DIETRICT QFFICE R e W AB R S S AT e | COMMITTEES:
OVIATT BUILDING -;"'-'-\R_ET! HFY R R v BUDGET
617 SOUTH OLIVE STREET oAl gl APPROPRIATIONS
SUITE 710 PR PRL oot PUBLIC SAFETY
LOS ANGELES, CA 80014 ' R I A i) By ELEGTIONS, REAPPORTIONMENT
' ﬁ;%)a 8232000 GILBERTA: AND CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS
ASSEMBLYMEMBER, FOHTYSIXTH DISTRICT
E-mall: Gll.Cedlllo @assembly.ca.gov - ASSISTANT MAJOAITY LEADER
July 27, 2000
Honorable David Drei
United States Representative
237 Cannon Building
Washington D.C. 20510

Dear Congressman DTier:

I am writing this letter to urge your support for the attachment of the provisions of H.R. 2722 and
S. 1592, “Central Ame{rica.n and Haitian Adjustment Act” to the H-1B legislation. H.R. 2722
and S. 1592 are both bipartisan supported bills that amend the Nicaraguan Adjustment and
Central American Relief Act NACARA) to provide certain nationals of El Salvador, Guatemala,
Honduras and Haiti anropportunity to apply for adjustment of immigration status under

NACARA.

As you are aware, NACARA was created to provide Nicaraguans and Cuban Nationals in the
United States the oppartunity to adjust their immigration status from unlawful to lawful if they
were in the country coptinuously as of December 1. 1995. NACARA also contained some
provisions relating to suspension of deportation for other Central Americans. However, this law
did not provide the s ne opportunity to adjust the i mmigration status for Salvadorans,
Guatemalans, Honduras, and Haitians, as were granted to Nicaraguans and Cubans.

The vast majority of Central Americans who will benefit from the provisions contained in H.R-
2722 and 8. 1592 havJ resided and legally worked in the United States for more than a decade.
This issue is of particular importance for me since | represent one of the districts with the highest
concentration of Central Americans in the United States.

I am joining Californig legislators in asking you to play a leadership role in ensuring that
Salvadorang, Guatemalans, Hondurans, and Haitians are given equal treatment by our
immigration laws. Therefore, I respectfully request that you support our Central American
communities in California and throughout the Unit.d States. :

Sincerely,

Gil A. Cedillo
Assemblymember 46" District

Serving the communitips of downtown Los Angelss, Chle Center, Boyla Haights, Koreatown, Liftle Tokyo, Flco Union,
Pilipine Town, South Rark, Temple-Beaudry, Wastiaks, Wilshi-a Cenlar, portions of Chinatewn and Eas! Los Angeles

3
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SACRAMENTO, CA 94249-0046 BUDGET SUBCOMMITTEE #1

A - LT ON HEALTH AND HUMA
LR Qaliforniy B egialuture N SRRVICES
: 3 oot s Bty A S R v R .
Al G e
o S e I Py
ce .__rj‘}". X . Al
LOS ANGELES, CA 90014 ' Wbl Y ELECTIONS, REAPFORTIONMENT
@ 1(2; :;)3 g:jz’aé%gnlgu G LBE‘RT-{A} CEDILLO AND CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS
ASSEMBLYMEMBER, FOF TY:SIXTH DISTRICT
E-mall: Gll.Cedlllo @assambly.ca.gov ASSISTANT MAJORITY LEADER

Tuly 27, 2000

Honorable Trent Lott |
United States Senator
487 Russe]l Building
Washington D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Lott:

I am writing this lctter}to urge your support for the attachment of the provisions of H.R. 2722 and
S. 1592, “Central American and Haitian Adjustment Act” to the H-1B legislation. H.R. 2722
and S. 1592 are both bipartisan supported bills that amend the Nicaraguan Adjustment and
Central American Relief Act INACARA) to provide certain nationals of El Salvador, Guatemala,
Honduras and Haiti an opportunity to apply for adjustment of immigration status under
NACARA. _

As you are aware, NACARA was created to provide Nicaraguans and Cuban Nationals in the
United States the opportunity to adjust their immigration status from unlawful to lawful if they
were in the country continuously as of December 1. 1995. NACARA also contained some
provisions relating to suspension of deportation for other Central Americans. However, this law
did not provide the same opportunity to adjust the i mmigration status for Salvadorans,
Guatemalans, Hondurs}s, and Haitians, as were granted to Nicaraguans and Cubans.

The vast majority of C’ niral Americans who will b :nefit from the provisions contained in H.R.
2722 and S. 1592 have resided and legally worked in the United States for more than a decade.
This issue is of particular importance for me since ] represent one of the districts with the highest
concentration of CenuII Americans in the United States. '

1 am joining Californig legislators in asking you to play a leadership role in ensuring that
Salvadorans, Guatemalans, Hondurans, and Haitians are given equal treatment by our
immigration laws. Therefore, I respectfully requesi that you support our Central American
communities in California and throughout the Unitcd States.

Sincerely,
Gil A. Cedillo
Assemblymember 46" District

Sarving tha eommunities of downtown Los Angelps, Civic Centsr, Boyle Halghts, Koreatown, Little Tokyo, Pico Union,
Pllipino Town, South Rark, Temple-Beaudry. Wastiaka, Wiishira Canlar, portions of Chinatown and East Los Angeles
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BTATE CAPITOL
R.O. AOX 842845
SACRAMENTO, CA 54289-0046
(918) 219-2048
FAX (818) 319-2148

DISTRICT OFFICE
OVIATT BUILDING
617 SOUTH OLIVE STREET
8UITE 710
LOS ANGELES, CA 30014
(213) 833-2000
(213) 833-2807 FAX

E-mall: Gil.Cadlllo @assembly.ca.gov

July 27, 2000

Hon. Dianne Feinstein

United States Senatoﬂ

CHAIR:
5311 fh lig BUDGET SUBCOMMITTEE #1

Glghfurnm.;l[ Egtsbﬁun ON HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES

" .m. ; COMMITTEES:
BUDQET
APPROFRIATIONS
PUBLIC SAFETY
ELECT!ONS, REAPPORTIONMENT
AND CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS

A-‘- CEDmLo
ASSEMBLYMEMBER, FOHTY-SIXTH DISTRICT
ASSISTANT MAJORITY LEADER

331 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Feinsteip:

I am writing this lettef to urge your support for the attachment of the provisions of H.R. 2722 and
S. 1592, “Central Amgrican and Haitian Adjustment Act” to the H-1B legislation. H.R. 2722
and S. 1592 are both bipartisan supported bills that amend the Nicaraguan Adjustment and
Central American Relief Act NACARA) to provide certain nationals of El Salvador, Guatemala,
Honduras and Haiti an opportunity to apply for ad:ustment of immigration status under

NACARA. ’

As you are awate, NAICARA was created to provide Nicaraguans and Cuban Nationals in the
United States the opportunity to adjust their immiration status from unlawful to lawful if they
were in the country cgntinuously as of December 1, 1995. NACARA also contained some
provisions relating t&f:spensmn of deportation for other Central Americans. However, this law

did not provide the s
Guatemalans, Hond

g opportunity to adjust the immigration status for Salvadorans,
and Haitians, as were grsnted to Nicaraguans and Cubans.

The vast majority of Central Americans who will Lenefit from the provisions contained in H.R.
2722 and S. 1592 have tesided and legally worked in the United States for more than a decade.
This issue is of particylar importance for me since [ represent one of the districts with the highest
concentration of Cen al Americans in the United istates.

I am joining Californi

legislators in asking you to play a leadership role in ensuring that

Salvadorans, Guatemalans, Hondurans, and Haitiaas are given equal treatment by our
erefore, 1 respectfully request that you support our Central American
comrnunities in California and throughout the United States.

!

Sincerely, ‘

immigration laws.

(dilfe

Gi] A. Cedillo

Assemblymember 467

Pilipino Town, South

District

rk, Templa-Beaudry, Westlaks, Wiishira Cenler, portions of Chinatown and East Los Angeles

Sarving the corrvnunlr%s of downiown Los Angesles, Civic Cantar, Boyle Heights, Korearown, Little Tokyo, Pico Union,

Y00
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]

QITY HALL . : RICHARD J. RIORDAN CT

LO6 ANGELES, CALIFORNIA DOA12 . OFFICE OF THE MAYOR : MAYOR o
(213) Ba7-2409 . . . : ' .
May 4,2000 - ’ o | - .
Honorable Dianng Feinstein :
United States Senator S‘»
United Statés Congress 2
Wasbington D,C. 20510 b
- | e
! )
' Dear Senator Feinptein: W

Pl

I am writing this letter 1o ;.lrge your support for the attachment of provisions of HR. 2722 and S.
1592, the “Central American and Haitian Adjustnient Act” to the H-1B legislation. H.R. 2722
and 5. 1592 are both bipartisan supported bills thet amend the Nicaraguan Adjustment and
Central American Relief Act (NACARA) to provide nationals of El Salvador, Guatemalan and
Honduras an opportunity to apply for adjustment of immigration status under NACARA,

o

As you are aware, NACARA was created to provide Nicaraguans and Cuban Nationals.in the
United States the gpportunity to adjust their Immi-ration status from unlawful to lawful if they
were m the country continiiously as of December |, 1995. NACARA alsg contained some
provisions relating|to suspension of deportation for other Central '

Americans. Howeyer, this law did not provide the: same opportunity to adjust immigration status
for Salvadorans, Gliatemalens, and Hondurans as were acoeded to Nicaraguans and Cubans,

* The vast majority of Centeal Americans who will henefit fram the provisions contained in H.R.
12722 and S. 1592 have resided and legally worked in the United States for mare than a decade:
furthermore, the majority are residents of California. ' . i

In closing, by including the important provisions «f H.R, 2722 and S. 1592 in H-1B legislation
you will help ensure that Central Amerjcans are given equal weatment under NACARA..
Immigrants from E| Salvador, Guatemala, and Honduras deserve the same opportunity as others
to apply for permanent residency. :

- Sincerely, .

- Richerd ). Riotdan |«
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' to participate fully in the American political

April 21, 2000 B

The Honorable Diar.e Feinstein
United States Cong ess

331 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C., 20510-0504

Dear Senator Feinstcin:

On behalf of the National Association of Latino Elected and Ap.pointed Officials
(NALEO) Educational Fund, I urge-your support for the attachment of the |

provisions of H.R. 2722 and S. 1592, (the Central American and Haitian Act) to
H-1B legislatiop,

The Nicaraguan Adj.stment and Céntral American Relief Act (NACARA),.
provides Nicaraguans and Cuban Nationals in the United States the opportunity
to adjust their unlawrul status to a lawfu] one given that they have resided in the
; this legislation does not extend
this same opportunity to Salvadoran, Guatemalans, Hondurans or Haitians.
Therefore, I hape you wil] consider the provisions, H.R. 2722 and S. 1592 that
include the majority of Central Americans who have resided and have legally
worked in the United States. : ' '

» For those whose lives are already deeply rooted in California and other states,

these, provisions can secure equitable treatment under U.S. immigration laws.
Your support will help to ensure that Central Americans receive recognition of
the tremendous contributions they have already made to American society and it
economy.

The NALEO Educational Fund is the leading organization that empowers Latino
process, from citizenship.to public
service. The NALEO Educational Fund is a national non-profit, civic research
and action organization whose constituency includes the more than 5,400 Latino
elected and appointed officials.

In conclusion, Central Americans still recovering from war, natura) disasters and
economic instability exist in legal limbo while U S. immigration laws.selectively
offer protections for <imilar groups. Therefore, it is necessary 10 assure that our
democracy serves all yroups by supporting the Nicaraguan Adjustment and
Central Arnerican Relief Act. :

- -

O BS53 Broadway, Suite 1920
New York, NY 10003
(212) 777-8335
Fax (2121 777-8611

WWW,NALEQ.ORG

O 311 Massachusetts Averige, NE
Washington, D,C, 2012
(20)2) 546-2536
Fux {202) 546-4121

(3 4920 Irvingion Blvd,, #3
Flouston. TX 77008
(713) 697-640)0
Fax (713Y604-2229
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MALDEF

MEXICAN AMERICAN LEGAL DEFENSE
AND EDUCATIONAL FUND

1717 K|Streer NW. Suite 311 » Washington. DC 20036 - (202) 293-282% - {202) 293-2849 FAX

April 25, 2000

Mexican American Legal Defense and Educational Fyng (MALDEF)
suppoits the bipartisan legislation introduced by Represenrative Christopher
Smith (R-NI) and Representative Lujs Gutierrez (D-IL), (H.R.2722), which will
provide equal mrearment for Central American and Haitian immigrants,

The passage of the Qllegal Immigration Reform and Immigrant Responsibility
Actiof 1996 (ITRAIRA) would have applied, rewoactively. srict

regylations to a form of reljef from deporarion (Suspension of Deportation) to
many individuals who have becn living and working in the United States for
many years. In order to prevent the unfair rexoactive application of the new
law to persons who came to the U S. fleeing civil wars, cjyi} unrest, and
comtnunism, Congtess passed the Nicaraguan Adjustment and Central
American Relief Act (NACARA) in 1997 Those who were helped by
NACARA include nationals from Cuba, Nicaragua, E} Salvador, Guaremala,
and gertain Eastern European countries. However, the Provisions of NACARA
do n£t ear similarly situated individuals the same,

Undgr NACARA, Nicaraguans .ind Cubans are permitted to adjust their srarus
10 that of Permanent Residents. Salvadorans and Guatemalans and certain
natio of the former Soviet Union or Warsaw Pact countries, on the other

hand; still have 1o meet very difficult to satisfy rules that only permit them to
qua.ljﬁ for Suspension of Deporration (now called Caneellation of Removal).
In addition. NACARA.. does not extend any relief 1o Hondnrans op Heaitians
who fled similar civil unrest in their home coufimies.

NACJARA. while a step in the rizht direction, trears people in similar situations
differently, and denies cemain forms of relief 1o whole comurnunities, most of
whom are Latino. The legislation inroduced by Representatives Smith and
Gutlerrez would correct thart by giving qualifying Salvadorap, Guatemalan,

Hondyran, and Haitian immigran's the OPPOrtunity to become permanent
residefus.

Most of the nationals that would be affected by this legislation have lived in
uncertfmty about their starus for many years. They have ser down roots in
their communities, living and warking here with the permission of the U.S.
government. Many have U.S. citizen children. MALDEF soongly supparts
bringing this uncertainty and diffc rential treatment to an end and calls for an
gnacoment of H.R. 2722.
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MALDEF

MEXICAN AMERIC AN LEGAL DEFENSE
AND EDUCATIONAL FUND

1717 K Street NW. Suite 311 - Washingan, DC 20036 - (202) 293-2828 + (202) 293-2849 FAX

MALDEF SUPPORTS H.R. 2722, CENTRAL AMERICAN AND HAITIAN
ADJUSTMENT ACT h
|

H.R. 2722, inlroLiuced by Representatives Smith (R-NT) and Gutierrez (D-IL) would give
Salvadorans, Gulatemalana, Hondurans, and Haitians the same treatment as Nicaraguans
and Cubaus; allowing these nationals to apply for permanent resident statys,

. Currently, under the Nicaraguan Adjustment and Central American Relief Act
(NACARA) only Nicaraguans and Cubans are able to apply for permanent resident
status. There js no relief for Hondurans or Haitians who have fled their countmies for
reasons similar to those of the Nicaraguans and Cubans, Salvadorans and
Guaremalaps face strict rules thar only allow them to apply for Suspension of
Deportation (now called Cancellation of Removal).

[ H.R. 2722 amends NACARA to allow qualified Salvadorans, Guatemnalans,
Hondurans, and Haitians to apply for jermanent resident starus.

L H.R. 2722 sets an application deadline of April 1. 2003 (also extending the deadline
for Cubans! and Nicaraguans to thar dare).

] The requirement of NACARA which rnandates thar a dependent of a Cuban or
Nicaraguan| or Haitlan must also be Cuban, Nicaraguan, or Haitian would be
climinated pnder H.R. 2722. (This recuirement does ot exist for the Salvadorans and
Guatemalan"s covered by NACARA).

s The Atto ijr General is given the authority to waive certain grounds of inadmissibility
based on hialth and misrepresentation under H.R. 2722.

. HR. 2722 1 ovides for the limited reopening of certain orders of deportation,
exclusion, or removal by certain Haitian, Cuban, or Nicaraguan immigranrs,
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March 6, 2000

The Banareble Dennis Hastert
Spaaker
US House of Represantatives
{231 Capitel Building

washington, DC 20513

h Dear Spesiar Hasterk

The undersigned organizghons, representing & braad arn:y of American Jewish groups, swongly suppart the
bipam'_s'{h Central American and Haltian Adjustinent Act, introduced by Representative Christopher Smith and
cosponsored by 99 other Flouze memnbers. The bill extends to qualified persons from El Salvador, Guatemals,
Honduras, and Halti the same oppartunity to apply for permanert residence as was granted to Cubans and
Nicaraguans through the fVicarsguan Adjustment and Cnrral American Relief Act in 1997.

The Tewish comaitnity, Which both has bensfited and been victimized by Historical IS immigration laws,
continues  believe that p genczous end respousible i nigration policy protects family unity, strengthens the
cconany, wnd entiches onr muldethnic culuze.

Enacting this legislation inta law will stzbilize the emer ging democracies of Centra) Americs, espeeially st 2 Umne
when there is considerable instability in South Americe. A loss of the billions of dollars in remittances wobld be
devastting for Centrel American cconomices still recovaring from €ivil wars, and most recently, Hurricane Mitch,

Additionslly, this ect will provide simiarly-sitiated wer refugees cquitable teatment imder US laws, Trwill
eliminate the legel limb encountered by. individusls who have resided in the United States for a long time, sorae
for over. 1S years, All of these individuals share similsr tragjc histories of Gvil conflict in their homs countries.
Currently, their lives — and in many cases thelr childrer's ives, too —&1E degply yooted in the United States.

Maccover, the Central .ﬁmen’can and Haitian Adjustm: a¢ Act will bring a long biswry of discriminatory teatment
of individuals to ¢ close, Many of the individuals who will be coviatd by thig lepislation smne to the United
States md eacotmtered gn 2sylun system thar freated s tmilar grouns ) ly. While helping evtaip vulosmeble
imigrant, the )ﬁaarag[mn Adjustment and Cenirol A merican ReliifAct papetuated this discriminatoty
reaument. .

Accardingly, We urge your support of the Central Am.rican and Haltien AdJustment Act and Tequest that you
make its passage a legialstve priodity for this year: :

Thank you for your kmi:l atrention.
i

Sincersly,
American Jewish CnmLiﬂee

American Jewish Congress

" Habrew Immigrant Ai
Nstional Council of Ja
Roligious Action Cent

Society
ish Women
of Reform Juduistn
United Jewish Communitics ’
Women of Reform Judaism, The Federation of Temple Sisterhoods
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LOS ANGELES CHAPTER
9911 W. PICO BLVD,, SUTTE 1602
LOS ANGELES, CALIPORNIA 900335

(310) 282-8080
(310) 282-80668 FAX

Richard §. Volpert
President

Rabbi Gury Greenebanm
Western Regional Dipector

Susan Godib
Direetor
Resource Development

Vice Presidenty
Rennet S. Bernstein
Brian Cohen
Chaurles Franklin
Barny V. Freeman
Paul Goodwin

Judi Kaufrman
Jeffrey Kichdven
Mursha Kwalwasser
Joel R. Mogy
David B, Rousso®
Burry A. Sanders*
William Sater
Michac] Umuntky
Cathy Unger

Puter M, Weil

Treasurcr
Bertram Massing

Secretary
Lconard Wainberg

Los Angeles Members

National Board of Governors

Beoary Bamberger
Ruth Block

Marcis Bummam
Ellion Caplow
Howard T Fricdmen™
Bertram Given
Arthur N, Groepberg™®
Audrey Skirball Kenis
Bermam Massing
Jocl R Mogy

Bruoe M. Ramer*
Lawrcnce Ramer
David P. Rousso*
Barry A. Sunders®
Cathy M. Siegel*
Sanford C. Sigoloff
Donald Simon
Michael Umansky
Leonard Weinberg
Iz B. Yellin*

*Past Prestdenr

Wakitw WK A TS (YRS

July 10, 2000

Sena !or Dianne Feinstein
U.S. $enate
Washington DC, 20510

Dear|Senator Feinstein,

We write to render our support iar The Central American and Haitian
Adjugtment Act (H.R. 2722/5.1592), which seeks to extend to qualified war
refugees from El Salvadar, Guatemala, Honduras and Haiti the same

oppo unlty to adjust to permancnt resident status offered to Cubans and
Nica aguans by the 1997 Nicaraguan Adjustment and Central American
Relief Act (NACARA). We feel it is of great importance to extend protections
to thase refugees who have suffered under similar political and economic
condjtions.

The American Jewish Committe.: has been in the forefront of organizations
saeking to foster human relations worldwide since it was founded in 1906.
We stand ready to assist you to assist you in your future endeavors in this
regard.

Since}ely,

réenebaum
WesteraRegional Director

cc: CARACEN, Los Angeles
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JArti-Detarafion Leage®

Tuly 28, 2000

Dear Senator:

e are writing to urge your support for the "Latino and
Immigrant Fairness 4ct,"” which would help Central American, Haitian
and other immigrants currently in the US who have been caughtina
state of bureaucratic limbo.

¢

This bill would correct a longstanding injustice by allowing
qualified refugees who fled turmoil in countries such as El Salvador and
Haiti the same opportunity to adjust to permanent resident status offered
ta Cubans and Nicaraguans by the 1997 Nicaraguan Adjustment and
Central American Relief Act INACARA).

other Key provision weuld restore Section 245(i) of the
Immigration Act, allowing immigrants who qualify for permanent
resi to remain in the US with their families while they complete
the fina] stages of the immigration process. Otherwise, these immigrants
who work here to support their families must leave the country until
their petition is approved.

e hope you will suppon this measure and ensure that our
immigration policy reflects this aation’s values of fairness.

Sincerely,

2/" "uvl/mu}

Abraham H. Foxm:n
" National Director

cc:  Jess N, Hardes, Washington Director

Anti-Defamation League of 6'nal B'rith, 823 Unjied Nations Plaza, New York, NY 10017

Ingal poe CEGAN PAV. IREQ 85 ¥ ATIA 1vonns: od) aws
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April 18, 2000

Senator Diane Peinstein
United States Congress

THANSFQR’I’A"’ION-

Senate Maj ority Peader

SENATOR RICHARD G POLANCO

] TWENT‘(-SECQND SENATORIAL DISTRICT

331 Hart Senate Offige Building -

Washington, D.C. ZOTIO

Dear Senator F einstein:

I 'am writing this letterlto €Xpress my support and tc urge your support for the attachment of the

provisions ot H.R. 2720 and

8. 1592, the “Central American and Haitian Adjustment Act” to the

HI-B legislation, of wh ich you are a co-aponsor along with (1.8, Senatnr Spencer Abraham,
Congressmember Dayi Dreier, and Congressmemb er Zoe Lofgren,

The “Central Americamland Haitian Adjustment Acr- (H. R. 2722 and S.1592), are both
bipartisan supported biljs that amend the Nicarapuar, Adjustment and Central American Relief
Act (NACARA) to provide nationalg of El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras and Haiif an
opportunity to apply for'adjustmmt of immigration s :atys under NACARA,

t0 qualified persons from EJ

Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras anq Haiti the same Opportunity to

If enacted, the “Centra] {meﬂcm and Haitian Adjustmens Act” (HR. 2722 und §. 1552) extends
E

apply for permanent residence a3 was granted to Cub::ns and Nicaraguans through the

Nicaraguan Adjustment 3nd

The vast majority of Centra]

Central American Relief Aqt (NACARA) in 1997

Americans who will bene fit from the provisions contained in HR.

2722 and S, 1592 have rcfidcﬂ and legully worked in Lhe United States for more than s decade,

1 am joining Californis legis|

ators in asking you 1o Play a leadership rolc in ensuring that

Salvadarans, Guatemalan: » Hondurans, and Haitlans are given equal treatment by our
immigration laws. It ig ] ortanz to provide Central Americans and Haitians the samg
OPPertunity as others to ap ly for permanent residency. '

I respecttully request that you support our Central Ame 4can and Haitian communities in ,
California and throughout the United States, they desenve 2 fair and humane opportunity to make

merican dre eality.

(haA - 5‘&‘-‘* f

ichard G, Palan¢s™. .
Califorrda State S

)

CCusT
ITRIQT OFFICE: 300 SoUTH

aState Senate | |1 - ST
- Chair, Latino Legislative Caucis o

S OFFICE: STATE CAP|TOL. ROON
BEMING STREE

C'RAM;_EYNTQ. CALIFORNIA 1.5 904
EoTIg v LOE ANGELES CAlIFORNIN 9
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ANTOMIO R, VILL:RAIGOSA
SPEAKER /e AS5cmBLY

April 11, 2000

Representative David Dreler

U.5. House of Representatives

237 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, U.C. 2051

Dear Congressmember []ﬁr'e.ier:
| am writing to express my support for the inclusion of the Nicaraguan Adjustment and
Central Americar) Relief Act (NARCARA) 10 H-1B lezislation being co-sponscred by you
and U.S. Senator Spencar Abraham and U.S. Senator Diane Feinstein.

The inclusion of NARC IRA in H.R. 2722 'E_md S. 1592 will provide nationals of E| Salvador
Guatemala, Honduras, apd Haiti who have been in ihe United States ‘continuously since ’
December 1, 1995, an opportunity to apply for adjustment of their immigration status from
unlawful to lawful. The majority of these people ha-e resided and legally worked in the
United States for more tTn a decade and deserve an opportunity to adjust thelr legal status
in this country. : .

The inclusion of M.R. 2722 and 5. 1592 to H-1B legislation is an Important step to ensure
that Central Americans afe given equal treatment under NARCARA and that they receive
Ihe_same opportunity as pthers to apply for permanent residency. : '

Very Truly Yours, . | |

Oyt (~_—

ANTONIO R, VILLARAIGOSA
Speaker of the Assembly |

AV/aco

..

. Presiden cl

O B T
J‘,l.l’il-_:l_l_u_-'.-r-‘:'-‘-'\--
FaX (2t2) 451-paba




Aug-24-2000 11:57am

STATE CAPITOL
P.O.BOX 842849
SACRAMENTOQ, CA 94243-0047

From-CARECEN

2133851094

cAzsem ily

T-572  P.042/050 F-189

COMMITTEES:
* Governmental Organization, Chair
« Appropriations

(916) 319-2047
FAX (916) 319-2147

+ Consumer Protection,
Governmeantal Efliclency,
and Economic Devalapment

~ Utilitias end Comrnarce

Ualifornia yrgtslafurz

DISTRICT OFFICE
5100 WEST GOLDLEAF CIRCLE
SUITE 208
LOS ANGELES, CA 90056
(323) 290-5105
FAX (323) 290-5127

SELECT COMMITTEES:
» Callfornia Horse Racing Industry
* Californla Wina
* Compton Unified School District
« Enterainment and the Arts
* Exposition Park
* Indian Gaming
« Natlve American Rapatriation

HERB ]. WES:ON Jr.

ASSEMBLYMEMBER, FORTY-ZEVENTH DISTRICT

May 16, 2000

Dear Senator, Congressmember:

| am writing 1o express my support for the attachment of the provisions of H.R. 2722 and S.
1892, the “Central American and Haitian Adjustment Act” to the H-1B legislation. H.R. 2722 and
S. 1592 are both bipart|san supported bills that amend the Nicaraguan Adjustment and Central
American Relief Act (NACARA) to provide nationals of El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, and
Haiti an opportunity to apply for adjustment of immigration status under NACARA.

As you are aware, NACARA was created to provide Nicaraguans and Cuban Nationals in the
United States the opportunity to adjust their immigration status from unlawful to lawful if they
were in the country continuously as of December 1, 1995. NACARA also contained some
provisions relating to syspension of deportation for other Central Americans. However, this law
did not provide the same opportunity to adjust immigration status for Salvadorans,
CGuatemalans, Hondura s, and Haitians as were acceded to Nicaraguans and Cubans.

The vast majority of Ceptral Americans who will berefit from the provisions contained in H.R.
2722 and S. 1592 have|resided and legally worked :n the United States for more than a decade;
furthermore, the majont are residents of California.

If enacted, H.R. 2722 a d S. 1592 extends to qualified persons from El Salvador, Guatemala,
Honduras, and Haiti th e same opportunity to apply for permanent residence as was granted to
Cubans and N|caraguaTs through NACARA in 1997.

In closing, by including the important provisions of F.R. 2722 and S. 1592 in H-1B legislation
you will help ensure that Central Americans are given equal treatment under NACARA.
Immigrants from El SalJador Guatemala, Honduras. and Haiti deserve the same humane and
fair opportunities as others to apply for permanent residency.

Sincerely,

Ml oy

HERB J. WESSON, JR.
Member of the Assembly

HJW:slw

B

Prinled on Recycled Paper
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 @alifornia State Senate

SENATOR
LIZ FIGUEROA

TENTH SENATORIAL DISTRICT

SENATE COMMITTEE ON
~ BUSINEESS AND PROFESSIONS
’ CHAIR

Senator Dianne Fepnstein
United States Co 8

331 Hart Senete Office Building
Washington D.C. TOSIO

Dear Senator Feinstein:

T-572

P.043/050 F-198

COMRITTEES:

HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES
INDUSTRIAL RELATIONE
INBURANGE
TRANSFORTATION

I am writing this letter to express my support a1d to urge your support for the attachment

of the provisions of H.R. 2722 and S. 1592, the “Central American and Haiian
Adfustment Act”

the H-1B legislation. H.R. 2722 and §. 1592 are both bipartisan
supported bills thatjamend the Nicaraguan Adjustment and Central American Relief Act
(NACARA) to provide nationals of El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, and Haiti an
opportunity to apply for adjustment of immigrason status under NACARA. This issue is
of particular importance to me as I am one of the few elected officials in the entire
country from El Sa{\?ador.

As you are aware, i ACARA was created to provide Ni'cazaguans' and C'uBan Netionals in
the United States the opportunity to adjust their iramigration gtatus from unlawful ta
lawful if they were in the country continuously s of December I, 1995. NACARA also

-contained some provisions relating to suspension of deportation for other Central
Americans. However, this law did not provide the same opportunity to adjust

If enacted, the “Cen
. extends to qualified perdohis’
o ey peinh

immigration status for Salvadorans, Guatemalans
acceded to Nicaragyans and Cubans.’

92 haVe resided and legally virked
ermore, the :

e in th

e

ety

den

majority

Sy,

, Hondurans, and Haitians as were

- The vast mafority of Central Americans who will begefit from the provisions contained in
¢ United States for more
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through the Nicaragpan Adjustment and Central American Relief Act NACARA) in
1997. | |

In closing, by including the important provision: of H.R. 2722 and S. 1592 in H-1B-
legislation you will help ensure that Central Amcricans are given equal treatment under
NACARA. Immigrants from El Salvedor, Guatvmala, Honduras, and Haiti deserve the
‘same humane and fﬂ{r opportunity as others to apply for permanent residency,
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Senutor Dignne Feinsiein sg;ﬁg%gnumﬂz on HIBHER
United States Congress _ _ SELECT SOMMITI L ON
331 Hart Senate Office Building . MORKFORCiE MREPARATION

Waushington, D,C. 20510-0504

Diunnr~

Dear Senator W -

1 am writing this letter 10 urgq your support for the attachm.ant of the provisions ot H.R. 2722 and

S. 1592, the “Central American and Haitien Adjustment Act” 1o the H-1B legislation, of which you

are a co-sponger. H.R. 2722 3nd S. 1592 ure both bipartisan supported bills that amend e Nicarapuan
Adjustment and Central Amenican Rolief Act (NACARA) 10 provide nationals of Bl Salvador,
Guulernala, Honduras, and Hair an opportunity 1o apply for adjustment of immigration starus under
NACARA.

As you ere awarg, NACARA was created 10 provide Nicars guan and Cuban Nationals in the United
States the opportunity to adjusy their imumigration status from unlewfil to lawful if they were in the
country continuously as of Degember [, 1995. NACARA &iso contained some provisions relating to
suspension of deporiation for qther Central Armericans. However, this law did not provide the same
oppartunity to adjust immigratjon status for Salvadorans, Guatemalans, Hondurans, and Hajvians as were
acceded to Nicaraguans and Cibans. ' '

The vast majority of Central Americans who will benefit from the pyuvisions contaimed in H R, 2722 and
S. 1592 have resided and Jegally worked in the United State: for more than a decade: furthermore, the
wiajurily are residents of Californis. - ' ' :

In closing, by including ihe important provisions of H.R. 2722 and 8. 1592 in H-1B you will help ensure
that Central Americans are given equal treatment under NACARA, lmmigrants from Tl Salvadoy,
Guatemale, Honduras, and Haiti deserve the same apportunity as others to apply for permanent residency,

Sincerely,
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Representative David Drsier

U.S. House of Refresentatives

237 Cannon Housé Office Building

Washington, D.C. {20510

Dear Congressme ber Drefer:

| am writing this le er to express my suppdri
attachment of the provisions of H.R. 2722 and S. 1592, the

and to urge your support for the -
“Central American

and Haitian Adjustment Act” to the H-1B legisiation, of which you are a co- .

sponsor, H.R. 27.
amend the Nicara

2 and S. 1592 are both bipartisan supported bills that would

uan Adjustment and Central Amarican Relief Act (NACARA)

to pravide nationals of El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras and Haiti who have

been in the United

States cantinuously since: December 1, 1995, an opportunity

to apply for adjustment of their immigration status from unlawful to lawful under

NACARA.

The vast majority of Central Americans who will benefit from the pravigions

coritained in H.R. 2722 and S. 1

592 have resided and legally worked in the

United States for more than a decade; the majority here in California.

| am joining Califo
that Salvadorans,

opportunity under NACARA as other groups to apply for

Sincerely,

MARTINGALLEG

MGgd

rnia legislators in asking you to play a leadership role to ensure
uatemalans, Hondurans and Haitians are given the same
permanent residency.

{

os, D.C.

Assemblymember, 57" District
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Commitrees DAVID TOKOFSKY
Audit L MEMBER OF THE BOARD
Instrucrion Curriculum. Student Achieverpent - Chais STH DISTRICT

Lifelong Learning
Scudent Health and Humun Services - Chair

BOARD OF EDUCATION
CITY OF LOS ANGELES

July 20, 2000

Senator Trent Lot
487 Russell Building
Washington D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Lott:

I am writing this letter to urge your support of the attachment of the provisions of H.R. 2722 and
S. 1592, the “Central| American and Haitian Adjustment Act” to the H-1B legislation. H.R. 2722
and S. 1592. are both bipartisan supported bills that amend the Nicaraguan Adjustment and
Central American Relief Act (NACARA) to provide certain nationals of El Salvador. Guatemala,
Honduras. and Haiti an opportunirty to apply for adjustment of immigration status under
NACARA.

As you are aware. NACARA was created to provide Nicaraguans and Cuban nationals in the
United States the opgortunity to adjust their immigration status from unlawful to lawful if they
were in the country cpntinuously as of December 1, 1995. NACARA also contained some
provisions relating to suspension of deportation for other Central Americans. However, this law
did not provide the same opportunity to adjust immigration status for Salvadorans, Guatemalans,
Hondurans. and Haitians as were a¢ceded to Nicaraguans and Cubans.

The vast majority of Central Americans who will benefit from the provisions contained in H.R.
2722 and S. 1592 have resided and legally worked in the United States for more than a decade.
They pay payroll taxes, social security taxes, medical and sales tax, promoting economic vitality
in major U.S. cities.

In closing, by including the important provisions of H.R. 2722 and S. 1592 in H-1B legislation
you will help ensure that Central Americans are given equal treatment under NACARA.
Immigrants from El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, and Haiti deserve the same opportunity as
others to apply for permanent residency.

David Tokofsky

¢: Central American Resource Center

450 NORTH GRAND AVENUE / LOS ANGELES, CALIFOENIA 900112
TELE. NO. (213) 625-6383  FAX NO. (213) 626-8145




| T‘

Aug-24-2000 12: UUpm rom-CARECEN 2133851084 T-572 P.048/050 F-108

-
S i S |
f 9 S . ¢ ."
" ) NEY . ) ' .« 8 L v
| S5 Office of the President |
| BIEHOFEE 3201 Fowrth Steeqt NE Washngtor, DC 20017-1194 (202) 5413100 Fex: (202) 3413166
Momm vexd Jogeph A, Iﬁcmma, D.D.
* Biskop of Galveston-Housion
President

October 28, 1959

The Honorable William Jefferson Clinten
Presidest of the United Srates

The White Houss

Washington, D.C. 20500

D_car Mcr. President:

I wijte on behalf of the U.S. Cathalic BleO“pS to ask your assistanec for special
irmi gEant popularions who are deserving of the opportunity 1 become lawful parmanent
residents oflthe United States. These groups have lived in the United States for yeers and havs
cstablished pirong ties within their [ocal cornmunities, but for Various reasons have besn denied
I the opportunity to remain in our counuy on a permanent basis.

Thy 1986 Imrmgxatmn Reform ::nd Conmro) Act (IRCA) allowed for the legalization of
close to 3 million undocurmented immigrants. Approximarely 350,000 of those eligible were
denied their oppartunity 10 legalize becruse, according o the mterpmtanon of the Imumigration
and N tion Service (INS), they had briefly traveled abroad in violation of the continupus
residency requirement of the statute.  This situation has lead 10 the Hling of several law suits in
the federsl ¢ourts. As & result, these individuals have remained in an indefinite legal status for
over 12 years, with no current hope for permanent residency and facing the prospect that they
could foon lose their wark suthorizatior. and be deported hack to their eouateies of origin,

[P

1 is|(hc view of the U.S. Catholic Bishops (hu! this populetion should huve their cases
rosolved expeditiously, Tha class has lived in the United States at least since 1982, and many
have hegun|families, starfed businesses, and otherwiss coniributed to the economic end social

N _ fabric of our great nation. We ask you 10 werk with Congress over the next severa) weeks to
| fashion a remedy which brings justics t fhese poople and their unsertain situations.

I algo would express our suppor. for yonr Administrarion’s recent initiative promoung
legislalion widsh kssists Centrel Amorican wnd Haitian populetions who fied civil strife in their |
countyies and have rebuilt thelr ivas in the United States.  As you know, the Nicaraguan and

' Central American Relef Act INACARA), which you signed in November 1957, pennitted
| Niees and Cubans wha fled persecution in their countrjes during the 1980s and have besn
P , present in the United States pinee Decernber 1, 1895, an opportunity to’ adjust to lawful

‘ -+ permanant fesident stahs. However, S: xlvadormn Guatemalans, Hondurans snd Haitigns-
smulaﬂy—'xmated groups who aJso leﬁ hei: homelands for sumla: ma.som du:m,g the same
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The Honprak

period--¢jther

legislation altogether. At the time you signed the NACARA,

with regard to

At youL- behest, lagislation hns been lnroduced uj Congress

would address
As the Congre;
passare of this
residents of the

!

MRS-USCC

e William Jefferson Clinson

did not receive equal trestm st under the NACARA or were excluded from the

: you rightly expressed concern
the disparate treatment given to thess groups.

- 4 > (HR. 2722, 8. 1592) which
the unequal solukions proviced similarly-situated Central Americans and Haitiane,
pS approuclics uljouwrnment for the year, we ask that

legislation, which will afford thege Broups the chanee 15 become pétmanent
* United States and plan thel: futures with confidence,

you for consideration of our iews.

Sincerely,

.,5@ S ‘?MWZ‘ o
Mogt fZ.evcrend Josepl P. Fiorenza

Bishop of Galveston-Houston
President
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$14 € Srregt NJB.-
Washington, DC 20002
Tel, (202) $46-2536
Fax (202) 846-4121

RE: Shpport H.R. 2722, thé Central American and Caribbean Adjustment Act
Oo}pber 26, 1999

U.S. House of Representatives
Weshington, D.C. 20515

Dear Represcntative

On behalf of the National Hispagic Leadership A genda (NHLA), we write to urge yowr support
of HR 2722, the Central American.and Caribbecn Adjustment Act introduced by Congressman
Luis Gutierrez (D-11,) and Congressman Christorher H. Smith (R-NJ). HR-2722 seeks to remedy
she unfaix and disparate treatraent that resulted with the passage of NACARA which granted
permanent residency to Cubans and Nicaraguans. The NHLA is a non-partisan coalition of 30
nationa] Hispanic organizations and distinguished Hispanic leaders from across the nation. Votes
associated with this 1ssue may be included in the NHLA Scorecard for the 106™ Congress.

Central Ametican immigrants are vibrant thembers of American society and the Latino
community; they work hard, pay taxes and are a¢tive participants in the economic and cultural
enrichment of their ¢communitles. It is our opinicn that an amendment to NACARA is urgently
needed to end the long and rerrible uncertainty fucing Salvadoran, Guatemalans, Hondurans and
Haitian families who have lived In immigration |imbo over a decade. We stand with our fellow
Central Atnericans in their demand for equality and parity under the law. Your support for
HR2722 would send a sirong message to Congress that it is time to amend the law.

As you may know, thousands of Central Aserican immigrents are U.S. citizens and many more

are elinible to apply for naturalization. Once pre:ent delays are solved many will complefe the
_process and stari to vote: They must feel that U S, laws and institutions treat people equally

desplie parceived partisan preferences in Congress, Thank vou in advance for your support.

Sincerely,

Artu ari

pes
NHLA Chair

ec; Congressman Luls Gutierrez (D-IL)
Congressingn Christopher H. Smith (R-1])
. Senator Edward M, Kennedy (D-MA)
.. Senaigr Richard J.'Durbin (D-IL) .
Oscar Chacon, President, Salvadoran American National Network

B PR
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Democrats Unite Behind Clinton On C-J-S Immigration Provision Senate and House

Democratic leaders Tuesday affirmed their intention to stand with President Clinton, should he
exercise his plan to veto the FY2001 Commerce-Justice-State Appropriations bill because of its
lack of provisions to normalize the status of a number of Hispanic, Caribbean and Liberian
nationals. At a news conference, Senate Minority Leader Daschle and House Minority Leader
Gephardt said they had sent Clinton a joint letter to that effect signed by 43 Senate Democrats
and 152 House Democrats. "This is as unified as you'll ever see the Democratic caucus. We
could not be more emphatic that this is going to happen," Daschle said. "To my knowledge, this
is the only instance where [the president is] proposing to veto a bill because of what is not
included. It shows the unique nature of this legislation and the strength of our feelings on it."
The Senate earlier Tuesday agreed overwhelmingly to clear a procedural hurdle on its way to
considering H-1B visa increase legislation--which Democrats and the White House originally
had sought to use as the vehicle for the immigration proposal. Daschle said Democrats stood
ready to press for that option, but conceded other means would have to be explored, mostly
because of the popularity of the H-1B bill on both sides of the aisle. The next steps for the
Senate are a cloture vote on the H-1B bill itself and a vote on final passage. Lott said additional
action on the H-1B measure could come in the next few days or early next week. "We can do this
easy, or we can do it hard,” Lott said, referring to Democratic insistence on the other
immigration matters. Gephardt, who joined Daschle at Tuesday's news conference, urged House
Republican leaders to bring H-1B visa legislation sponsored by House Rules Chairman Dreier,
among others, immediately to the floor. House leaders have shied away from broaching that
legislation, partly because of concerns Democrats would demagogue the immigration issue--a
decision Gephardt characterized as "a false choice." Dreier retorted: "I look forward to seeing if
Democrats can drop their partisan attacks in the Senate and truly pass a bipartisan bill. If they
can, I'm confident we'll be able to move in the House." Rep. Lucille Roybal-Allard, D-Calif,,
chairwoman of the Congressional Hispanic Caucus, said the goal of bringing "fairness and
justice to immigrants ... culminates"” in the pending immigration legislation. Roybal-Allard, who
complained that backers of that proposal could not get an open debate in the House, said the feud
underscores the "difference" between the parties. "Republicans talk about supporting Latinos,
while Democrats back their rhetoric of support with positive and firm action," she said. Lott told
reporters Tuesday his main objections to the immigration legislation at this point were
“procedural” rather than substantive, and he thought the measure "could be wrapped in such a
way that I could be forit." Senate Judiciary Chairman Hatch, who argued on the floor Tuesday
against the proposal, laughed when asked whether he thought the immigration legislation
ultimately would be included in the budget. "Are you kidding? That would be totally
irresponsible."

OUTSIDE INFLUENCES
Reforming Tort Reform
In late 1999 and early 2000, tort reformers seemed on a roll. After years of promoting
multifaceted—and unwieldy--bills that seemed to go nowhere, business groups had decided to
separate their legal reform priorities into a series of simpler, narrower bills that would not force
backers to engage in as much horse trading. Using this strategy, tort reformers racked up several



victories in the House, even though the GOP--traditionally the party of tort reform--possessed
only a slender majority. All told, four bills passed the House, with one--legislation limiting
companies' liability for year 2000 computer problems--actually becoming law. As late as this
summer, lobbyists expected that the Senate would send at least some of the bills to President
Clinton's desk. But as the 106th Congress draws to a close, it is not tort reformers who seem to
have momentum on their side. It is their arch enemies: trial lawyers and consumer advocates.
For one thing, the successful House bills--which would have lightened legal burdens on smaller
companies, machine tool makers and targets of class action suits, among others--got stuck behind
more pressing legislation in the Senate. As the year went on, a series of legal reform
appointments piled up. The tort reformers' biggest success--presidential approval of the Y2K
bill--effectively fizzled when few Y2K problems materialized around the globe. Later, senators
from both parties joined in torpedoing another liability reform bill, one that would have changed
how asbestos-related injury claims are handled. Setting the Y2K bill aside, even the three other
successful House bills had winning margins that began to look hollow. Trial lawyers pointed out
that the margins of support had declined substantially from what they were during the "Contract
with America" year of 1995. Perhaps more ominously for tort reformers, the Association of
Trial Lawyers of America--the trial bar's leading advocate--notched some victories while playing
offense. Earlier this year, Congress and the president modified the Death on the High Seas Act to
allow survivors to collect non-economic damages for deaths caused by commercial aviation
disasters at sea. And the Patients' Bill of Rights legislation--which allows wronged patients to
sue their HMOs--won dozens of GOP supporters, not to mention much positive attention for
candidates on the campaign trail. Even the flow of current events over the summer gave trial
attorneys a boost. Problems with Firestone tires demonstrated how lawsuits can force the nation
to pay attention to potentially dangerous everyday products. Even pop culture chipped in with
the hit movie Erin Brockovich, which portrayed trial lawyers in a flattering light. "Right now,
America is in a populist mode," said Linda Lipsen, ATLA's senior director for public affairs.
"There had been a mythology that a lot of people were suing for frivolous cases, but the reality is
different." She expressed confidence that the public mood would outlast even a change of party
in the White House. Rep. W.J (Billy) Tauzin, R-La., "was a tort reformer in the past, but when
the Firestone issue hit, he was talking about his Explorer and how he was not able to get his tires
recalled,” Lipsen said. "All of a sudden, the issue hits home, because the people who drive sport
utility vehicles are soccer moms and members of Congress." Tort reform advocates are not
ready to throw in the towel. "The House has done as much as any recent Congress--and possibly
more--to move forward legal reform," which bodes well for next year, said Mark Behrens, a
partner at the law firm Crowell & Moring who specializes in legal reform issues. Sherman
Joyce, president of the American Tort Reform Association, said that he was impressed by the
progress of the class action reform proposal, which was introduced for the first time late in the
105th Congress. After being passed by the House, the proposal won the backing of the Senate
Judiciary Committee. "I don't think we look at [the past few months] as a setback at all, just as
the beginning of something that is inevitable," said Nelson Litterst, the director of federal public
policy for the National Federation of Independent Business. "We've got an issue that not only a
majority of members of the House support but which polls well, too--frivolous lawsuits against
little guy." Behrens acknowledges that the prospects for legal reform will be "heavily
dependent” on the outcome of the 2000 elections. Indeed, despite her side's apparent momentum,
Lipsen of ATLA urges her colleagues not to become overconfident. "When you have every



Fortune 500 company fighting for reform, that always means trouble for consumers," she said.
"We should never take anything for granted."
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