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“When the smoke of war had cleared and victory
was won, the services of the Filipino-World War n
veterans appeared 10 be remembered only In word
and nol in deed.” - President Corazon C. Aquino

(In her speech delivered af Mount Samal,
Balaan on April 9, 19592, commemorating
the 50* anniversary of Worid War 1)

u___Greal nations, like great men, must keep their
word.
When America says something, America means 1,
whether a freaty or an argument or a vow made on
marble steps...... - President George Bush (Inaugural Address)

“The Philippine Army Veterans are nationals of the
United States and will continue in that status unt/!
July 4, 1946. They fought as Americans, as American

nationals, under the American Flag, and under the
direction of our military leaders. They lought with
galfantry and courage under the most difficuit
conditions during the recent conliict. Their officers were
commissioned by us. Their official organization, the
Army of the Philippine Commonweaith, was taken Into
the Armad Forces of the United States by exscutive
order of the Prasident of the United States on July 26,
1946. ......However, the passage and approval of
this legislation (Rescisslon Act of 1946) do not release
the United States from the moral obiiqation to provide
for the heroic Philiopine veterans who sacriliced so

much for tha common cause during the war.”

- President Harry S. Truman
(Upon signing the Rescission Acl)

“Of our former ward, the Philippines, we can look
forward In confidence...that a strong and healthy
nation will grow in the longer aftermath of war's

terrible destructiveness. We must be patient and
understanding and pever fail them as in our hour

of need they did nol fail us.”
General Douglas MacArthur

(oint Meeting of Cangress, Apil 19, 1951)
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Mr. Chairman, Honorable Members of this Committee:

My name is Alex A. Esclamada, son of Teodorico P. Esclamado, a
Guerrilla Mayor of a remole seaside village named Padre Burgos in Soulhem
Leyie. During World War (I our family supporied five Amserican Guaeriiflas vho
operated Station ‘TUT™ on auf |and. Their activities an Leyla island were made
basis for 8 movie entitled “The American Guerrillas in the Philippines.”

The stalion was a vital communicalions link batween the Philippine
Resistance Movement and Gemeral Dowglas MacArhur’s Headquarters in
Australia. The Guerilla chief in Leyta was my uncls, Colonel Ruperio Kanglean
who became Secretary of Nalional Defense after (he war. Station “TUT alsa
provided inteliigence reparis needed during the preparation for the landing of the
Liberation Forces an Leyte an October 20, 1944.

| was only fourteen years old then. My brother, Filameno and ! wers shot
at by a Japensese officer who was arresting our father on suspicion of being A
guerrllla Isader, We ware lucky. The officar was a poor shet. | have firsi-hand
wnowledge of the vital role played by [he American and Filipino guerillas dusing
the war. They prevented the Japanese from controlling the entire Philippines
most of which remained loyal to America. .

THE FILIPINO AMERIGAN COMM UNITY

Now, | am privileged lo be hers as Chairman of the Naflonal Federalion of
Fitipino American Associalions (NaFFAA), the organization prasently establishing
an infrastructure to mobilize some 3,000 Filipino Amefican organizations
twoughout the country foc their empowenment The lirst agenda of NeFFAA is all-
out support for the passage of the Equity Act of 1995.

The Filipino American community i8 now the largest Asian group in
California and the second-targest immigran graup to the U. S., secand anly lo
the Mexicans. Qur present population is astimated Lo be 3 million and grawing al
the rate of 100,00 every year by legal immigration and [amily growth. The Filipina
family household income is the highest emang all groupings. A high percentage
of Filipino-Americans are professionals.

Our yaulh has great promise. A significant number of them do wall in 1he
Isading universities in the country. While we are not yet repvesented in Cangress,
mare and more Filipine Americans are bsing etecled to public office.
Representalive David Pendlelon here is among our four promising Stale
Legislalars. Thers is Delegate David Valderrama of lhe Stale Legislalure af
Maryland, Rep. Viima Veloria of Washington Siate’s Legislalure and Delegate
Jan Amares of West Virginia's House of Delegales.

Of course we have Governor Ben Cayetano of Hawail and seversl ather
legislators there. Wa have Mayoss and Council Membars in various citles. Many
more are members of various Boards and Commissions in al levels of
govarnment.

DEBT OF GRATITUDE OF FILIPINO Al ERICANS TO VETERANS

The Filipine American communily is greatly indebled to the Filipina World
War il veterans. Before the war, the Filipinos in the U. S. wers mostly larm
workers of Hawaii and California and cannery workers in Alaske. Thay ware
considered second ar tird class residents. Many were looked down upon 8s
“monkeys™. They could not court while wamen, nor mary one. There were anti-
macigenation laws. They could not ovm proportes. Employment in the
government and the private sectar, aside from farming and manual labor, weis
closed to them.

Warld War 1) changed all thal.

The herces of Bataan and Comegider and ather Prilippine batlefisids
changed the atlitude of Americans {owards Filipinos. The newspaper headlines
and broadcasts of their gallaniry effaced the image of "the monkey'. The Filipino
became & human being, wornhy of respect. Bacause of the oourageous
partnership between Filipinos and Americans In the foxholes, we finatly bacame
brother Americans.

| am here in behalf of the leadership af the Filipino Amesican community to
pay tribute (o aur aging heross and la strongly wge this Commitiee lo grant them
the Equily and justice that|  long been denied them| It will be too late if you do
not act naw. Ti veterans are dying every dey In a 2 of rejaction, despair
and billerness. They fesl that they have been victims of disceimination,
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In memory of the heroic dead in Bataan, Corregidor and the nameless
olner battefields in the Pnilippines and in order la honor the living whose
memory has bean dishonored, let not this 105" Congress pass withoul favorable
aclion on the Equity Act. The 191 ca-spansars to the bill is a clear testimony that
this is a biparlisan issue. It is an Amarican issus.

We are proud lo receive the stong endorsement of the California
Republican Party, the Democratic National Cammittee and the Stale Lapislatures
of Hawail, California, Washinglon Stale and Maryland. We even have a nica
jelier of endorsement from Senator Bob Dale addressed to the Chairman of (his
Committas. This is nol to mention \he numerous lelters of endorsement from
various Filipino community arganizations end individuals sent ta your Commilles.

A QUARTER CENTURY OF INVOLVEMENT

{ have devoted 39 years of my lifs in the United States In advocacy
including 37 years of publishing and ediling the Phlilppine News, the largest
Filipino Amevican newspaper in the U. S. Our badge of honor is having fought the
Marcos dictatorship and suffered preally for it. We had lo contend with two
powerful enemies: the Marcos dictatarship and the United Stales Government,
which -supported the Marcos diclatorship. Among the myriad issues we
championed was the naturalization of Filipino World War Il veterans for which |
spent 23 years of my life. Congresswoman Nancy Pelosi and Senator Barbara
Boxer have been aware of my involvement in veterans issuas.

My family i8 proud of two awards | have been privilegesd 1o recsive. The
Ellis lsland Meadal of Honor which was awanded to 80 ouistanding Americans
representing the ethnic nalionalities comprising our Great Couniry. The awards
were the highlign! of the Centennial Celebsation of the Stalue of Liberly in
October, 1885, In May, 1983, President Corazon Aquino presented me with the
Philippine Legion of Honor, Degree of Officer, (he highest eward given o a
civilian in the Philippines. In both cases, | was lhe only Filipino American

reciplent
WE MUST HONOR OUR BASIC PRINCIPLES

Let ma digress for a momenl from the main issue at hand.

Thers are limes in our life as a nalion when we sacrifice our basic valuss
for our selfish or sirategic inlerests. For instance, our support far the Marcos
regime was dictated primarily by our desire to be friendly 1o a strong Dictator who
could pressrva aur vilal military bases in the Philippines — Subic Naval Base and
Clerk Air Farce Base. Until today, many Filipinos can not forgive America for
dishoncring the democratic velues, which Americans taughl Filipinos to charish.

" How could Americans support & dictalorship in the Philippines, vAiich was

created in the likeness aof America? They asked.

Whan we selectively honor our values because of considsrations of State,
Farsign Relations, stralagic Interests or other seemingly overmiding facters, we
diminish our moral integrity and our credibility. Consequenily, the image of our
people and our nation sufiers. That's how the phirase “The Ugly Amarican* wss
cotned.

We ignored our values by supporing Marcas, In the end, we lost Subic
Naval Base and Clark Air Force Base — the very strategic interests we tied so
hard (o preserve by “wallzing with the Dictalor.”

Today, tha United Siates is negoliating with the Philippines on a treaty to
allow our military forces to conduct exercises in the Philippines. Thera is doubt
that this realy will be ratilied by the Philippine Senate sven if newly-instalted
President Joseph Ejercito Estrada is fighting for its ratification. The Filipino
peopls kicked us aul of Subic and Clark even with the stronp campaign by the
vary papular President Carazon Aquino to mainiain the bases. indeed, the
common man has his own wisdom &lthough often taken for granisd.

Another instance of the Filipino pecple's grievence is in the lack of
fulfilment by Ihe United Stales of promised full payment of war damage claims.

The Philippines suffered mose in lives and property during the liberation of
the Philippines than during the invasion by the Japanese. That cauntry suffered
two attacks. The first attack was from Ihe smalter bombs and bullets of Ihe
Japanese Imparial Army. The olher, Irom the bigger bombs and heavier guns of
the U. S. liberation forces. Indeed, the carpet bombing of the American forces
were s0 devasialing that it wrought more destruction in the Philippines than he
Japanese bambings. ’
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After \he war, the U. S. promised 1o pay the war damage claims ol
Filipinos-at-tne-rate of ten percent of the properlias’ assessed vaiue, which in the
Philippines, is usually only ten percent of the markst valus.

Bul the U. S. reneged even in Ihis promise. The War Damage
Commissian operating in the Philippines did nat finish its job. The sense of
disappoiniment was SO intense and infuriating thal my father-in-aw, then
Congressman Ramon P. Milra, sponsored a bill that passed both Houses of the
Philippine Congress. The law gbolished the joim celebration of American and -
Philippine  Independence Day. Philippine Indspendence Day is now

commemorated on June 12 every year Instead of the Fourih af July.
NO JUSTIFICATION FOR THE RESCISSION ACT

We dishonored our valuss again In the case of the passage O
Reascission Act of 1946.

How did the Members of the 79" Congress and {he President af the
United States approve a bill, which negalsd ths hercism and the gallaniry of the
Filipino soidiers who served in the USAFFE during Warld War 117 1 cannot
undearstand. The Filipino veterans oould 1wt find any justification for America's
rejection af their honarable sarvice in the U. S. Armed Forces!

There clearly was no juslificalion for \he 79" Cangress lo pass (he
Rescission Act of 1946 that withdrew the benafits which the Filipino World War |1
velerans were already receiving, other than not wanting 1o spend money that was
due the velerans, . :

The U. S. Government consldersd $3.2 bilion too expensive for \he
Filipino velerans' benafit packags. The Membars of Conpress ignored the fact
that the amouni was big bscause there wefe many more Filipinas who fought
America's war then any other aliens| And sacrifice and fight they did, wilh
averything within thelr human sirength apainst the overwhelming forces of the
enemy. Their vital conribution to the war effarl was too well known to the whale

waorld (o deny.

I the

PLNISHED FOR BEING TOO MANY

In effect, the Filipno velerans have been punished for 52 years because
loo many af lhem joined te United States Army Forces in the fFer East
(USAFFE). Afier all, \he war had elready been wonl The 79" Congress mus\
have thought that there wars other prigrities for the dallar such as rshabilitating
thels former enemies.

Amevica continued with ils newly-self-imposed pbligation and poured
pilions of dollars \a rehabilitate the lives and lhe economies of its former snemies
— Japan and Germany! Al the same tima, the 79™ Congress found an arbitrary
melhiod of saving monay for the 1. S. Government by declassifying the gallani
and valiant service of Filipino heroes in the USAFFE as *not be deemed to have
be=n aclive military, naval, or air service for puiposes of any law of the Uniled
Slales conferring rights, privileges, or benefs....~ What a tragedy and irony this
was (o the Filipino veteransl it appeared that the thinking of Ihs 79" Congress'
was: "Let us take cars of our former enemies firsL Never mind our loyal soldiers
and loyat friends.” That was the unmislakable message.

Thers was ons promise which America fulfiled. The Philippines was
granted its Independence on July 4, 1846, Bs promised, But it was the wrong
time lo give Independence (o a cauntry thal was in a state of total economic
devaslation! If \he mative was o honor the Philipplnes far their war effort by
granting them Independencs, then it should have been the pricrity of the U. S.to
hslp rebuild its ruined ecanamy and lhen give it its independenca. Unforiunatsely,
whatever economic assistence was given was not enough and was grudgingly
given|
That is why loday, former enemies af the U.S. have sound econormnies
whife the WWII herces of Balaan and Cormegidor and other bawlefields in the
Philippines are vinually starving and neglecied. Those still alive are dying daily,
feeling rejected and abandoned by America.

A decent, honest and fair mind cannot bul agree that passage of {he
Rascission Act was blatantly discriminatory and unfair to the Filipino valerans.

$100 BILLION SAVINGS FROM DISCRIMINATION

From my own calculations, the United Stales has already saved, al leas!,
$10D billion daflers as a1 1 of the Res »n Act over the 52 year period. [t
could be more if the savings were to 1 interes\.




[dhos4a

VA CONG AFFAIRS

12./10/99 15:48 FAX 2022738791

Here is my basis far my calculations:

According o the Congressional Budget Office, it will cost $4.9 pillion over
five years to fund full aquity lo the Filipino veterans if \he Filipino Veterans Equity
Act of 1995 is approved. Tren the amoun! will be diminishing thereafter
degpending upon naw many veterans die each year. The more deaths, the bigger
the savingsl

Therefore, it will cost 3880 miltion per year to fund full equity, (34.9 divided
by 5yrs.} Consequenlly, the cost per veleran per year is $14,000.

In 1946, there were an estimated 210,000 velerans who were collecting
benefits or a total cost of $2.94 bilion per year. Today, we have an estimated
70,000 velerans alive; 140,000 have died over the 52 year period. This makes
\he average annual deatn rate of 2,692 or 7 deaihs avery day. Computing these
figures on & diminishing basis for the past 52 years, | came up with a total
gavings of $102,805,712,000 - manies which the U. S. Goverment should have
given Fillpino veterans as benefits during the entre period

So, it is not a quesiion of maney, which we cannol afford \o give ta correct
this injuslice 1o the Filipino veterans, The U. 3. has already saved, twenty times
the full cost of Equity of $4.9 billion aver five yesss by the simple act of
discriminating apairst them.

I respectiully submit: How ¢an Congress ar tha Vyhite Houss justify not
providing the measly sum af $4.9 villian ‘o carrach the present discerimination
against our Filipina vetarans in the Tight of the $102 billion we have already saved
by discriminating apainst them?

Therefore, it is nol a queslion of maney. It is a question of our values. How
much do we honor ou values? .

This Is the real Issue that this Commitlee laces {odayl

DENIAL OF FILIPINO VETERANS' MILITARY SERVICE AS SERVICE

10 THE U. $. ARMED EORCES AIMED TO DEPRIVE THEM OF BENEFITS

BEING RECEIVED BY THEIR AMERICAN COUNTERPARTS DURING THE
1] , IRRA AND DISCRIMINATORY

WAR, IS GROSSLY UNJUST, IR TIONAL

Wilhoul meaning lo be discourieaus, allow me \o clardy certain key
posilions which the Honerable Chairman of this Commitiee has published
seamingly to justify the continution of the present injustica and discrimination
against Filipino velerans of World War 1. (SMM‘_MM_S-_"LLS
[realed Filipino Velerans Fairy”, Qctober 20-Noverpbar 2. 1997, cogy enciosed
as ANNEX "4

FirsL, he said, and | quote: */ do not beliave that simply serving under
US command meels the test of swearing allegience o the Comnstitution of
the United States.”

The fact is \het e Filigino soldier did not merely serva under US
command. He sclually toak tis Oath af pliegiance ta the Flap of the United
Statas of America and swore lo deferd the Constitution of the United Steles. This
was done a1 the time of his formal induction into the U. S. Amy Faorces in the Far
East! He raised his hand and utered the words| Ask every Fillpino saldier alive
today and he wil corfirm this fact. The foemal swearing in ceremony was a
matter of mililary procadure. Il was the first thing they did as an American soldier.
The Filiplao soldier could not have swom allegiance to ne Philippine Flag
because il was nol a sovereign nation. || was a possession of the United Stales.

To us, the bes! test of allegiance o the Constilution of the United Stales is
how much one fisks in defanse of it. These Filipino soldiers have not been found
wanting in courage and tavery in defense of America and Democracy ilseif. The
Joint Resalufion passed by Congress last year commendlng their war effart and
further ariculated by Presidential Praclamation daled October 17, 1997, {ANNEX
“B") is an unmistakable statement of their defense of the Constitution of the
United States.

But Ihe documentary evidence is overwneiming and incontrovedible, as

follows:
1. Prasident Franklin D. Roosevell's Military Order of July 25, 1941,
conscripting all soldiars of the Commonwealth “into the service of the

armed lorces of the United States”, (ANNEX “C");
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2. President Manuel L. Quezoa’s Proclamation No. 740 dated August
10, 1941, publishing the Miiitary Ordar of President Roosevell, [ANNEX
IJDHI.
3. implementing Orders of General Douglas MacArthur dated July 27,
1941, formally incorparating the Fillpino sofdlers Into active service of the
United States Army Forces ia the Far Easl, USAFFE, [ANNEX “E'); and,

4. General Orders No, 6 sigied by Geneval Sutheriand constituting
the various commands, (ANNEX “F"),

Second, the auther said: “Whila Filipino forces certaifily alded the U.S.
war effort, in the end they fought for thalr soon-io-be independent nation.”

The Filipino forces fougnt as members of the U. S. Army Forces, for
America's cause in Amarica’s warl Ask any Fllipino soldier who fought in Balaan
and Corregidor if he was \hinking of Philippine Independence while in the
battlefield. | can only imagine that tha Filipinro and American soldiers v fougnt
sida by side in the foxholes could only think of sheer survival against (he far
superior force of the snemy- Add to this the debilitaiing efects of hunger,
malnutrillan, disease and fear itsetf.

Third, the writer painted out that in the spirit of faimess, he is
sugisappointed that Fifipino veterans look oaly to the Unlited States for
benefits, since it was Philippine sofl on which the U. S. and Philippine
armies foughl the Japanese.”

In the first place, the Philippine sail 1hat the viiter referred 1o was actually
Ihen Amevican soil. The Philippines was then a colony and possession of lhe
United States.

In fzirmess to the Philippings, which is naw an independsnt and sovereign
natian, it is taking cara of ihe Filipino veterans in the best mannar possible within
(e limits of its financial capacity. Evidence is being submitted to the Cammittee
which specify the various veterans penafits now being provided for by the
Philippine Govemnment. I\ has even a new G. L. Bill of Rights far its veterans.

Bul even so, President Truman, in signing the Rescission Acl of 1946,
admonished the Congress and the American people that the United States is not
raleased from its moral obligation o provide far the Filiping soldiers who were
peri of America’s farces during the war.

Fourth, the distinguished Chairman of this Committee rhetorically asked:
sghawld U. S. veterans ask for benefits from the Philippines or any other
couniry lhey liberated in WWII?

if e U.S. velerans were conscripted inlo the Philippine Army by a
General Order of a Philippine Prasident, my answer would be in the affirmative. It
would not have heen a war of liberalion. t would have been military service
rendered based on the U.S, sotdiers’ allegiance to the Flag of the Republic of the:
Philippines or of the other countries, And, certainly, the Philippine Congress
would riever have passed the likes of the Rescission Act of 1946 to deprive
the U.S. soldiers of thelr due, earned in the service of the Republic of the

Phitippines!
Einally, the crucial point raised by the author is the lack of avidenoe of a

such documentation.”
There are numerous communicatians 1o the Secretary of War and the

President af the U.S. from General MacArthur during the thick of batle. He
urgenlly pleaded for equal pay and benefils for all soldiers under his command in
order o maintain morale. One of his secret radiagrams received by the Naval
Communication Service is guoted hereunder: (ANNEX “G"]

*NPM 3558 ROO ET MILLS CK 91 GOVT WD 2™ XXX 123

GOVT 3D AGWAR WASHW

THE SCALE OF PAY OF AMERICAN AND PHILIFPINE ARMY
OFFICERS AND THE SCALE OF PAY OF NON COMMISSIONED
OFFICERS AND SOLDIERS OF THE AMERICAN COMMA THE SCOUT
AND THE PHILIPPINE ARMY ALL DIFFER STOP | RECOMMEND THE
ENACTMENT OF LEGISLATION TO THE EFFECT THAT ALL
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OFEFICERS AND SOLDIERS {NDUCTED INTO THE AMERICAN
SERVICE RECEIVED FOR THE DURATION OF THE WAR THE SAME
PAY RECEIVED BY THE AMERICAN ARMY STOP THE EQUALIZATION
OF BATTLE ON SOLDIERY NEEDS NO FURTHER ELABORATION OF

ARGUMENT TO SUPPORT SUCH ACTION END
MACARTHUR

AGO WAR DEPARTMENT RECEIVED

Obviously, the appeal of General MacArinur in February of 1942, resulled
in the passage by ths U. S. Senale of S. 2387 entilled “An Act To equalize the
rates_cf pay of all parsonnel in the Unlted States Army, the Nevy, the

Phillopine Scouts, and the Phiflgpine Commonwealth Army , and for other

purposes.”
The Senate appraved the bill on March 31, 1342, and was forwarded lo

tha House of Representatives for action.

The Military Affaits Commitee of the House approved the bill in
Committee on May B, 1842, and recommended Iull House cansideration. The
Chairman of the Committee axpecled the bill to bs appraved by the House the
follawing week.

Bul by May.6, Corregidor had fallen and cur voops made the final
surrender of lhe Philippines to the Japanese. Thereaher, the legislation was
forgotten and §. 2387 was nol finally acted inta law.

What betler promise is there 1o show intent to equalize bensfits for the
Filipino soldiers than Ganeral MatArthur's radingram and the consequent action
of the U. S. Congress in 1942 as manifested in 8. 23977 .

Of course, no one could find a Promissory Note signad by MacAsthur or
Roosevell to equalize pay and benefils. Bul the documentation presented here
should be encugh.

DEFENOERS OF BATAAN AND CORREGIDOR CONFIRM FACTS

Early this manth, | asked an aide to this Committes if it were possible 1o
prosent a Video as par of my oral prasentafion la this Commilise, | was then told
{hal il was permissible pravided thal it would be part of my five-minute oral
{estimony. | then wen! fo the Philippines to tapa {estimony on the crucial points |
wauld like to establish at this hearing.

| met with several heraes of Belaan and Cerregidor and Gueriillas. | also
had the gooed luck of attending the monthly meeling cf the Officers end Board of
Trustees of the Defenders of Bataap and Corregidor, Inc. on July 3, 19%8.
They were composed of Rafael R. Estrada, Nalional Commandsf, Rafas! G.
Zagala, Vice National Commandey, Demelrio C. Paz, National Adjutant; Eduerdo
C. Abaya, National Judge Advocale, Manuel A. Acosia, National Finance Officer,
Felix Y. Pestana, National Audilor, Domingo G. Gabilan, Natcnal Public
Relalicns Officer, Sebastian Posadas, Naliona! Chaglain; Anionio S. Vinluan,
National Service Officer and Pedro C. Beisala, Nalional Historian. Members
wers: Artemnla A. Alejo, Juan E. Arroyo, Afred X. Burgosk, Ruparto S. Euslaquio,
Remo G. Lavada and Benjamin T. Malolos.

These gentlemen are mostly retired generals and cclonels. 1 was
accompanied Lo the historic meeting by Cclonel Barl Gacad (retired), who is in
this romm today. Mr. Greg Macabentz, President of Mincrity Media Services and
Director of the Secretarial .of NaFFAA also was wilh ma Manila and was
direcling (he video production.

| explained to the impressive group of aging heraes, in their spotless
Barongs and white DBC caps, ihe issues the vetarans face during this crucial
hearings. | explained to lhem, specifically, the salient aspacts of the p;ublished
views ol the Chaimnan of this Commitlee. | neaded their confirmation of certein
facts which | aiready knew.

After proper deliperation without my party's presence, the group
unanimously corfirmed on tape the fallowing facts:

1, That all Filiplna scidiers who waere inductad into the USAFFE took
the formal Oath of Allegiance to the Flag and the Constitution of the United
States at \he time of their fnduction held at thelr respective mobilization
canlers;
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2. That on several occasions, they heard the radio broadcasts of
General MacArnhur and Presidenl Roosevell, while they were in the
battlefields. These broadcasts promised the Filipino soldiers equal pay and
benefits as their American counterparts ware feceiving, or words to that
eflect;

3. That when they were fighting the war, they fought as soldiers of
America and for the Amarican Flag; Tha thought of Nighting for the eventual
independence of the Phllippines did not occur to them.

4.That they felt insulted, disappolnted, rejected, abandoned and
discriminated against by the passage of the Rescisslon Act of 1946
because it negated and remaved from them the distinct honor and dignity
of being pan of the Unlied States Army Forces, They have always falt that
they were America's soldiers during the-war. This hurt feeling was amang
the factors that discouraged them from applying for American cilizenship.
Thay strongly feel that they have been victims of utter discrimination.

5. That, they are now appealing to this Commitiee, through this

. representation, that the 52-year old injustica and discrimination be finally

correctly now befora they are dead! They want to redeem America's honor
in thelr hearts before they die.

| planned to play this Video today for the Commiittee's viewing.
Unforiunately | was tald by Mr. Michael Brinck of this Committee that |
cannot do . Therefore, | respactfully submit this Video tape to this
Commiitee to form part of the Committea’s recard.

A MATTER OF HONOR

| submit ¢1at it is a mater of honor for the Filipino veterans and for
America, as well, to grant Filipino veterans the Equily they deserve and samed
with valor. There is no ime o waste to rectily this glaring disarimination and
injustice. As earlier staled, there are already 191 co-sponsors to the Equitly Act of
1985. It has bi-partisan support.

if wiis Commiliee wall endorse this matler for full House consideration,
avan withoul favarable endorsement by the Committes, we are certain tal the
bill wilt pass!

The Filipino veterans, for their haroic stand in Bataan and Corragidor for
five whole manths which Iurned the lide of tha war against the superior enemy
forcas, deserve to have thair cause submitted (o the full House for their final
Vote, They deserve nothing less.

THEIR MILITARY RECQORD OF VALOR

We are respectiully submiiting a veluminous callage of newspaper reparts
and commentaries of their hevoism in the field of batlle. They are o many lo
includs In this vaitlen testimony.

We are also submitting materlals prepared and published by the
Defanders of Bataan and Carregsdor, Inc., in connection with ils commemasation
of the Golden Anniversary of the World War [l in 1682, |\ is ihe complete story ol
{he epic of Bataan and Corregidor which every scholar of military history should
read, | am cestain that your full knowledge of (heir war record — what they did and
how they survived 145 days of uneven warfars, succesdad in deraliing the
imelabla of the Japanese to conquer America. | realize thal many members of
(oday’s Congress are post Wartd War Il babies. | want o make special menlion
and appropriate commendalion for the gallant record of your Chaimnan as a
soldler of that war. We commend others who are similarly situated.

Honorable Membears of (his Comamiltee; We can do better than ignors the

legitimate pleas of our heraes.

Lel those who are buried in \he nameless graves of Batasn and
Carregidor and the conoentration camps of Capas and other baitlefislds in the
Philippines, fnally rest in peace.

Let the aged living enjoy whalever is lelt of their lives in dignity.

Let these heroes dia with honaor.

Thank you.
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Manlla

By Lhe President of the Philppines

. PROCLAMATION NO. 740

PUBLISHING THE MILITARY ORDER OF THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED
STATES, DATED JULY 26, INCORFORATING THE PHILIPPINE ARMY (NTO THE
UNITED STATES ARMY.

For the informaton and guidance of all concerned, . MANUEL L. QUEZON,
President ol the Philippines, do hereby publish the follmwing Military Order of the
President of the Uniled States, dated July 26, 1941,

“MILITARY ORDER"

ORGANIZED MILITARY FORCES OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF THE
PHILIPPINES CALLED INTO SERVICE OF THE ARMED FORCES OF THE UNITED

STATES.

Under and by virtue of the autharity vested in me by the Constituton of the
United Slates. by sectlon 2 (a) (12) of Lhe Philippine independence Act of March
24, 1934 (45 Slat. 475). and by the corresponding provision of Lhe Ordinance
appended Lo the Constitutlon of the Commonweelth of the Philippines, and as
Commander-in-Chief ol the Anmy and Navy of the United States, § hereby call and
order falo the service of the armed forees of the Untted Siates for the period of the
exisiing emergency, and place under the command of ageneral officer, United
States Army, to be designated by the Secretary of War from time 1o time, all of
the organized mililary forces of the Govermunent of the Commonwealth of the
Phtltppines; Provided, That all naval components thereo{ shall be placed under
the command of the Commandant of the Sixtcenth Navel Districl, United States
Navy. .

~This Order shall take effect with relation to allupits and personnel of
the organtzed forces of the Government af the Commonwealth ofthe Phillppines
from and afier the days and hours. respectively, indicated in orders to be issued
from Hme to time by Lhe general officer, United Stales Army, designated by the
Secretary of War.”

{Sgd.) FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT

In witness hereof, | have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the
Commonwealth of the Phillppines to be aflixed.

Done at the Clty of Manila, Uhis tenth day of August, in the year ol our Lord,
aineteen hundred and forty-one, and of the Commonwealth of the Philipplnes the
aixth. :

{Sgd.) MANUEL L. QUEZON
President of the Phillppines

DBC Calden Anniveraary 21
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VETERANS FEDERATION OF THE PHILIPPINES
Manila 1000 Philippines

FILIPINO VETERANS EQUITY ACT OF 1995 !
(H. R. 836)

The Veterans Federation of the Philippines (VFP) was created by a law of the Republic
of the Philippines, Republic Act No. 2640, for the purpose, among others, of representing and
delending the interest of all Filipino veterans.

The VFP extends its thanks to the sponsors and co-sponsors of the Filipino Veterans
Equity] Act of 1995 in both the House of Representatives and the Senate of the United States
CL*llgr'ESS and to all the friends of Filipino Werld War II veterans for lending their support.

The VFP hereby appeals to the Committee on Veterans Affairs and to the United States
Hquse of Representatives for the expeditious enactment of H.R. 836 into law.

HR 836 seeks to amend Section 107, Title 38 of the United States Code so that it shall

" hejicefprth read as follows:

“Sec. 107. Certain service deemed to be active service: service in organized
military forces of the Philippines and in the Philippine Scouts.

(2) Service before July 1, 1946 in the organized military forces of the .
Government of the Commonwealth of the Philippines, while such forces were in
the service of the Armed Forces of the United States pursuant to the military
order of the President dated July 26, 1941, including among such military forces
organized guerrilla forces under commanders appointed, designated, or
subsequently recognized by the Commander in Chief, Southwest Pacific Area, or
other competent authority in the Army of the United States, shall be deemed (o
have been active military, naval, or air service for the purpose of any law of the
United States conferring rights, privileges, or benefits upon any person by

reason of the service of such person or the service of any other person in the
Armed Forces.

(b) Service in the Philippine Scouts under section 14 of the Armed Forces
Voluntary Recruitment Act of 1945 shall be deemed to have been active military,

naval, or air service for the purposes of any of the laws administered by the
Veterans Administration.”

By this amendment, the Government of the United States of America can restore the
prjde, jdignity and honor of Filipino soldiers who served under the United States flag during
Worldl War II as .true members of the American military forces. The United States will honar
d dignify the many Filipino soldiers who were Killed in action while serving under the United
ves|Army Forces in the Far East (USAFFE) in Bataan, Corregidor and other (ronts; the

th} safety of their families by joining guerrilla forces and carrying on the fight in the
wijderground movement with loyalty to the American flag. The United States will do justice to
thy men of the Philippine Commonwealth Army and the organized Philippine guerrilln

zanizations who fought under the command of the Allied Forces Western [Pacific

FWESPAC) thereby helping ensure the victory of the United States forces in the Asin-
i(id area .
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Un{ted |States of America, issued a Military Order to call and order into the service of the
armed forces of the United States all of the organized military forces of the Government of the
Cotmmgnweslth of the Philippines. When war broke out on December 8, 1941, the Filipino
fought under the United States Army Forces in the Far East (USAFFE) with courage,

! It is recalled that on July 26, 1941, President Franklin D. Roosevelt, President of the

ven before the surrender of the United States military forces in Bataan on Apyil 9,
1942, many soldiers decided to carry on the fight and together with . farmers, fishermen,
labprers, students and other patriotic civilians formed guerrilla forces under commanders
appointed, designated or subsequently recognized by competent authority in the Army of (he
Unfted [States. These forces fought against the enemy during the resistance movement,
gailiing control of large areas of the country, until the final defeat of the Japanese cnemy
forges in the Philippines on September 3, 1945,

n February 18, 1946, the 79th Congress of the United States enacted Public Law 301
ad a provision that, in general, barred Filipino veterans from rights, privileges and
beilefits under the GI Bill of Rights. By this law, the Filipino soldiers were shorn of their pride,
dighity| and honor as true soldiers of the American forces in World War 11. The Filipino
were finally released by Order of President Harry S. Truman, President of the United
f America, from the service of the Army of the United States on June 30, 1946. The
Republic of the Philippines became independent of the United States of America on July 4,
1946.

ore than fifty years later, on October 17, 1996, President William J. Clinton,
t of the United States of America, issued a Proclamation honoring the Filipino
Velerans of World War II with the following citation:

‘Valiant Filipino soldiers fought, died, and suffered in some of the bloeodiest
attles of World War II, defending belcaguered Bataan and Corregidor, and
housands of Filipino prisoners of war endured the infamous Bataan Death
arch and years of captivity, Their many guerrilla actions slowed the Japanese
akeover of the Western Pacific region and allowed U. S. forces the time to build
nd prepare for the allied counter attack on Japan. Filipino troops fought side-
y-side with U. S. forces to secure their island nation as the strategic base lrom
[hich the final effort to defeat Japan was launched.”

resident William J. Clinton acknowledged the important role Filipino soldiers played
in furding back aggression, defending liberty, and preserving democracy, and extended to
them his abiding thanks. He urged all Americans to recall the courage, sacrifice, and loyalty of
Filiping veterans of World War IT and to honor them for their contributions to Nreedom.

With the passage into law of H.R. 836, the restoration of the pride, dignity and honor of

the| Filipino veterans, living and dead, as true soldiers of the American forces in World War I1
wil| be finally fulfilled.

VFR-11 July 1998

A\




BRIEFING

October 15, 1999

MEMORANDUM FOR MARIA ECHAVESTE

FROM: Laura Efurd

RE: Meeting with Representatives Patsy Mink and Bob Filner on Health Benefits for
Filipino American Veterans

DATE\TIME:

LOCATION:

ATTENDEES:

PURPOSE:

BACKGROUND:

Wednesday, October 27", 4:30 pm
Roosevelt Room

Maria Echaveste, Deputy Chief of Staff
Chuck Brain, Legislative Affairs

Laura Efurd, Deputy Director, Public Liaison
Irene Bueno, Domestic Policy Council
Daniel Mendelson, OMB

Rep. Patsy T. Mink

Rep. Bob Filner

Sharon Shulze, Rep. Filner's office

Andrew Helee, Rep. Filner's office

To meet with Representatives Mink and Filner to discuss options
for providing benefits for Filipino Veterans who served in WWII.

Representative Mink called to request a meeting with John Podesta on health benefits for
Filipino Veterans. Mink and Rep. Bob Filner, who will also be present at the meeting, have long
advocated for the U.S. to provide certain benefits to Filipino Veterans of World War Il who
fought with the U.S. military. The primary purpose of their request is to ask the White House to
include $30.7 million in FY2000 for health benefits for Filipino Veterans in any budget deal that
1s negotiated with the Congress.

Currently a small portion of these veterans, known as the Old Scouts, who reside in the United
States receive health care equivalent to other veterans benefits. However, about 17,000 U.S.-
based veterans of the New Scouts, the Philippine Commonwealth Army and recognized guerilla



groups do not receive benefits equivalent to U.S. veterans. Those with service-connected
disabilities receive monthly compensation at a rate of 50% of what other U.S. veterans receive.
Those without service-connected disabilities receive no benefits.

Past efforts by Mink, Filner and other Members have sought full benefits for Filipino Veterans
(health, retirement etc...), however currently Mink and Filner and the Filipino Veterans groups
are advocating specifically for health benefits. Current legislation sponsored by Representative
Gilman and supported by Mink and Filner would provide Filipino Veterans residing in the U.S.
health care benefits equal to those received by other Veterans, and provides $500,000 for the
treatment of Filipino Veterans residing in the Philippines with service-connected disabilities and
non-service-connected disabilities. The total cost of the bill is estimated to be $30.7 million
annually. The bill also provides equal compensation to Filipino Veterans who have service
connected disabilities (same as Administration proposal, see below).

The Administration has sought to address the issue of benefits for Filipino Veterans in the past.
As aresult of a review of this issue, the Administration made a decision not to pursue health care
benefits for Filipino Veterans, but to provide more equitable compensation for those with
service-connected disabilities. The Presidents FY99 and FY2000 budgets have proposed
equitable treatment for Filipino Veterans with service-connected disabilities, so that they may
receive full compensation at 100%, rather than 50%. (Note: these are not health care benefits,
but compensation similar to workers comp). This Budget request has never been adopted by the
Congress.

The Administration pursued this option because the compensation for service-connected
disabilities comes from mandatory spending. VA health care is funded with discretionary funds.
The concern is that Veterans organizations will see funding health care for Filipino Vets out of
discretionary dollars as taking away funding for U.S. Veterans.

The current Administration position remains to first pursue the 100% compensation for Filipino
Veterans with service-connected disabilities, but not health care benefits.

SSI Benefits for Filipino Veterans: While not the primary subject of this meeting you should
be aware of related legislation that will allow Filipino Veterans of World War II to receive 75%
of their SSI benefits if they reside outside of the United States. Under current law these
individuals lose all their SSI benefits if they do not reside in the U.S. This provision passed the
House on June 15, 1999 as part of the Foster Care Independence Act (H.R. 1802). The
Administration supports this provision. The bill is currently under consideration by the Senate.
On October 13" the Senate Finance Committee held a hearing on the Foster Care bill and
indicated that it would markup a bill including the Veterans SSI provision by mid-November.

FORMAT:
¢ Introductions
e Turn over the Reps. Mink & Filner
e Discussion



TALKING POINTS:

The Administration is certainly sympathetic to the plight of these Veterans who served along
side U.S. soldiers during WWII. The President has recognized this group of Veterans and
honored them for their service.

We have adopted an incremental approach to resolving this issue. After a thorough review of
this issue we have proposed for two years now that service-connected disabled veterans
receive full compensation, instead of 50%. We have faced many barriers in getting this
provision adopted by the Congress. You know we face similar opposition for health benefits.

There are two major issues that we face: 1) finding the funds to pay for the benefits and 2)
facing opposition from other veterans organizations who may perceive inclusion of Filipino
Veterans in VA hospital care and other services and reducing services available for U.S.
Veterans.

We are willing to work with you on this issue, and I would be interested in hearing your
ideas.

ATTACHMENTS:

1. Memo from Rep. Filner outlining request & background on Filipino Veterans
2. Copy of H.R. 1594, Filipino Veteran's Benefits Improvement Act

3. Bill Status including cosponsors

4. Various articles send by Rep. Filner on this issue

5. OMB Decision Memo on Benefits for Filiptno Veterans
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Date: October 1, 1999
. To: Chuck Brain, Deputy Assistant to the President, Legislative Affairs
From: Congressman Bob Filner

Budget Summit Priorities: Funding for Health Care for Filipino World War II Veterans

I request the inclusion of $30.7 million in the Department of Veterans Affairs’ FY2000
budget to provide access for Filipino World War II veterans to Department of Veterans
Affairs (VA) Medical Facilities, both in the United States and in the Philippines--as called
for in the Filipino Veterans’ Benefits Improvements Act (H.R. 1594), sponsored by
Congressman Benjamin Gilman and myself. We propose that access to VA Medical
Facilities would follow the same priority as U.S. veterans receive, nothing more or less.

History: During World War II, the military forces of the Commonwealth of the Philippines,
at that time a territory of the United States, were -drafted to serve in our armed forces by
Executive Order of the President of the United States. In spite of their heroic service, crucial
to the outcome of World War II, Filipino veterans were denied the benefits they expected by the
79th Congress in the Rescissions Act of 1946. These actions have seared the hearts of Filipino
World War II veterans and their families, many of whom are now United States citizens, for
over 50 years. The respect and honor due them because of their noble defense of democratic
ideals has been stripped away.

In 1996, President Clinton and Congress, with a Presidential Proclamation and Congressional
Resolutions, took the first steps to honor and recognize the service of Filipino World War II
veterans. But they are still awaiting the promised benefits. Now in their 70s and 80s, the
greatest need of these veterans is for health care. To address this need, Congressman Gilman
and I introduced the Filipino Veterans’ Benefits Improvements Act (H.R. 1594) in the 106th
Congress. I have attached information about this bill which is estimated by the VA to cost $30.7
million, $500,000 of which would go to the VA Outpatient Clinic in Manila, the rest to provide
health care to Filipino World War II veterans who reside in the United States.

Support/opposition: Benefits for Filipino World War II veteraps are supported by over 200 co-
Members of Congress who have co-sponsored legislation to restore these benefits; a vast
coalition of Filipino-American organizations throughout the nation; American veterans who
served in the Philippines; numerous veterans service organizations including The American
Legion, the Jewish War Veterans, the Veterans of Foreign Wars, and Vietnam Veterans of
America; State Legislatures, County Boards of Supervisors and City Councils in the United
States; the Philippine government; religious groups such as the Synod of the Sun of the
Presbyterian Church; the Mayor of Los Angeles; and editorials in the Washington Post, the Los
~ Angeles Times, and the San Diego Union (attached). Opposition has come from the Chairman
of the House Veterans’ Affairs Committee and the Department of Veterans’ Affairs, I believe
due primarily to the cost of restoring all benefits, including compensation, which is estimated
to cost between $500 million and $1 billion a year. However, with a projected budget
surplus, the United States has the opportunity to do what is morally right: to take the step

of including $30.7 million in the FY2000 budget for access to health care for Filipino World
War II veterans.




106TH CONGRESS
n H.R. 1594

To amend title 38, United States Code, to improve benefits for Filipino
veterans of World War 11, and for other purposes.

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

ArrIL 28, 1999
Mr. GILMAN (for himself and Mr. FILNER) introduced the following bill; which
was referred to the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs

A BILL

To amend title 38, United States Code, to improve benefits
tor Filipino veterans of World War II, and for other
purposes.

1 Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
2 tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled,
3 SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

4 This Act may be cited as the “Filipino Veterans’ Ben-
5 efits Improvements Act of 1999,

6 SEC. 2. INCREASE IN RATE OF PAYMENT OF CERTAIN BEN-

7 EFITS TO VETERANS OF THE PHILIPPINE
8 COMMONWEALTH ARMY.
9 (a) INCREASE.—Section 107 of title 38, United

10 States Code, is amended—
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(1) by striking “Payment” in the second sen-
tence of subsection (a) and inserting “lixeept as pro-
vided in subsection (¢), payment”’; and

(2) by adding at the end the following new sub-
section:

“(¢) In the case of benefits under subchapters II and
IV of chapter 11 of this title by reason of service described
in subsection (a)—

“(1) notwithstanding the second sentence of
subsection (a), payment of such benefit shall be
made in dollars at the rate of $1.00 for each dollar
authorized; and

“(2) such benefits shall be paid only to an indi-
vidual residing in the United States who is a citizen
of, or an alien lawfully admitted for permanent resi-
dence in, the United States.”.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments made by
subsection (a) shall take effect on the date of the enact-
ment of this Act, and s.hall apply to benefits paid for
months beginning on or after that date.

SEC. 3. ELIGIBILITY FOR HEALTH CARE OF CERTAIN ADDI-
TIONAL FILIPINO WORLD WAR II VETERANS.
Section 1734 of title 38, United States Code, is

amended to read as follows:

«HR 1594 IH
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“The Secretary, within the limits of Department fa-
cilities, shall furnish hospital and nursing home care and
medical services to Commonwealth Army veterans and
new Philippine Scouts in the same manner as provided
for under section 1710 of this title.”.

SEC. 4. MANDATE TO PROVIDE HEALTH CARE FOR WORLD
WAR II VETERANS RESIDING IN THE PHIL-
IPPINES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subchapter IV of chapter 17 of

title 38, United States Code, is amended
(1) by redesignating section 1735 as section
1736; and
(2) by inserting after section 1734 the following
new section:
“§ 1735. Outpatient care and services for World War
II veterans residing in the Philippines
“(a) OUTPATIENT HEALTH CARE.—The Secretary
shall furnish care and services to veterans, Commonwealth
Army veterans, and new Philippine Scouts for the treat-
ment of the service-connected disabilities and non-service-
connected disabilities of such veterans and scouts residing
in the Republic of the Philippines on an outpatient basis

at the Manila VA Outpatient Clinic.

*HR 1594 IH
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“(b) LIMITATIONS.—(1) The amount expended by
the Secretary for the purpose of subsection (a) in any fis-
cal year may not exceed $500,000.

“(2) The authority of the Seeretary to furnish care
and services under subsection (a) is effective in any fiscal
year only to the extent that appropriations are available
for that purpose.”.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of sections
at the beginning of chapter 17 of such ftitle is amended
by striking the item relating to section 1735 and inserting
after the item relating to section 1734 the following new
1tems:

“1735. Outpatient care and scrvices for World War IT veterans residing in the
Philippines.
“17306. Definitions.™.

(¢) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments made by

subsection (a) shall take effect on the date of the enact-

ment of this Act.

*HR 1594 IH
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Bill Summary & Status for the 106th Congress
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NEW SEARCH | HOME | HELP

H.R.1594
SPONSOR: Rep Gilman, Benjamin A. (introduced 04/28/99)

RELATED BILLS: S.1391

Jump to: Titles, Status, Committees, Amendments, Cosponsors, Summary

« SHORT TITLE(S) AS INTRODUCED:
Filipino Veterans' Benefits Improvements Act of 1999

o OFFICIAL TITLE AS INTRODUCED:

A bill to amend title 38, United States Code, to improve benefits for Filipino veterans of World

War I1, and for other purposes.

STATUS: Floor Actions
***NONE* %k %k

STATUS: Detailed Legislative Status
House Actions

Apr 28, 99:
Referred to the House Committee on Veterans' Affairs.
May 20, 99:
Referred to the Subcommittee on Benefits.

STATUS: Congressional Record Page References

04/28/99 Introductory remarks on Measure (CR E802)
04/28/99 Full text of Measure as introduced printed (CR H802-803)

COMMITTEE(S):

« COMMITTEE(S) OF REFERRAL.:
House Veterans' Affairs

o SUBCOMMITTEE(S):
Hsc Benefits

AMENDMENT(S):

***NONE***

COSPONSORS(59):

10/26/1999 3:30 PM



Bill Summary & Status

Rep Filner, Bob - 04/28/99

Rep Mink, Patsy T. - 05/05/99
Rep Crowley, Joseph - 05/05/99
Rep Eshoo, Anna G. - 05/14/99
Rep Lofgren, Zoe - 05/14/99

Rep Campbell, Tom - 05/14/99
Rep Weiner, Anthony D. - 05/14/99
Rep Carson, Julia - 05/27/99

Rep Becerra, Xavier - 05/27/99
Rep Gutierrez, Luis V. - 05/27/99
Rep Pickett, Owen B. - 05/27/99
Rep Lewis, John - 06/29/99

Rep DeLauro, Rosa L. - 06/29/99
Rep Hoyer, Steny H. - 06/29/99

http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d106:HR01594: @@@L

Rep Rohrabacher, Dana - 05/05/99

Rep Olver, John W. - 05/05/99

Rep Romero-Barcelo, Carlos A. - 05/14/99
Rep Roybal-Allard, Lucille - 05/14/99

Rep Cunningham, Randy (Duke) - 05/14/99
Rep Underwood, Robert A. - 05/14/99
Rep McGovern, James P. - 05/27/99

Rep Engel, Eliot L. - 05/27/99

Rep Pelosi, Nancy - 05/27/99

Rep Lipinski, William O. - 05/27/99

Rep Miller, George - 06/29/99

Rep Kennedy, Patrick J. - 06/29/99

Rep Menendez, Robert - 06/29/99

Rep Tauscher, Ellen O. - 06/29/99

Rep Schakowsky, Janice D. - 06/29/99 Rep Pastor, Ed - 06/29/99

Rep Abercrombie, Neil - 06/29/99
Rep Reyes, Silvestre - 07/01/99

Rep Rodriguez, Ciro - 07/01/99

Rep Serrano, Jose E. - 07/01/99

Rep Mascara, Frank - 07/01/99

Rep Kildee, Dale E. - 07/01/99

Rep Peterson, Collin C. - 07/15/99
Rep Martinez, Matthew G. - 07/15/99
Rep Scott, Robert C. - 07/15/99

Rep Jackson-Lee, Sheila - 07/15/99
Rep Hutchinson, Asa - 07/15/99

Rep Stark, Fortney Pete - 08/03/99
Rep Wynn, Albert Russell - 08/03/99
Rep McDermott, Jim - 08/03/99

Rep Meehan, Martin T. - 08/03/99

Rep Ortiz, Solomon P. - 07/01/99

Rep Hinojosa, Ruben - 07/01/99

Rep Sanchez, Loretta - 07/01/99

Rep Maloney, James H. - 07/01/99
Rep Rahall, Nick J., I - 07/01/99

Rep Vento, Bruce F. - 07/01/99

Rep Woolsey, Lynn C. - 07/15/99

Rep Frank, Barney - 07/15/99

Rep Lee, Barbara - 07/15/99

Rep Lantos, Tom - 07/15/99

Rep Berman, Howard L. - 08/03/99
Rep Slaughter, Louise Mclntosh - 08/03/99
Rep Weygand, Robert A. - 08/03/99
Rep Traficant, James A, Jr. - 08/03/99

SUMMARY:
(AS INTRODUCED)

Filipino Veterans' Benefits Improvements Act of 1999 - Authorizes payment of compensation for the
service-connected disability of members of the Philippine Commonwealth Army who served with U.S.
armed forces during World War II in the amount of one dollar for each dollar authorized, as long as each
such individual resides in the United States and is a U.S. citizen or an alien lawfully admitted for

permanent residence.

Directs the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to furnish hospital and nursing home care and medical services
to such veterans and new Philippine Scouts in the same manner as furnished to U.S. veterans.

20f3
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Directs the Secretary to furnish care and services to veterans, Commonwealth Army veterans, and new
Philippine Scouts for the treatment of service-connected disabilities and non-service-connected
disabilities of such veterans and scouts residing in the Republic of the Philippines on an outpatient basis

at the Manila VA Outpatient Clinic. Limits to $500,000 the amount to be expended during a fiscal year
for such services.

3of3 10/26/1999 3:30 PM
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- THE OLBEST NATTONALVETEEAN... NE'NSFAPER.

(Stars and Stripes)—Filipino
WWII veterans hailed the introduc-
tion Aprﬂ 28 of HL.R. 1594, “The
Filipino Vetzmans’ Benefirs Im-
provements Act of 1999, as “the
first vital step” in obwining fuil r=<-
ognition of their military sc—'uc-sbv
the U.S. govermmenr

,Th= bill was introduc=d bv Rep.

: Benja.rm.u Gilman, R-N.Y,, chairman

of the House International Reiadons

Commires. Its co-sponsor is' Rep.

- Bob Fiiner. D~Calif., a member of

' members of the Philippine Coomen- -

the Vererans Afairs Commitie=.
 “I believe it is long past dme o
corre=< this injustics and m provide the

wenlth Army and Spe<ial Philippine
Scours with the beneSrs and sexvicss
that they valiantly earmed during Wodd
“War IL.™ said Gilman, a WWII veteran
who served in the Pacific theater with
thc US. Ammy ﬂurCorps.

| “Realizing that onr cxrreat bud-
vemry e::vn-mmzxx is gor candn-
cive o the c:-'u:mn of a new =adte-
Imear prograrm.. I have ‘cafted this
legisiadion to be ﬁsmﬁy feasible
while providing the ver=ins wirh
the benefrs rI:::_;ar-:ncs’mn:ﬁ
of "Be'added 7 -

_—%e. d..-:::lv thz.k Gmnzm and

'.F:Inzr for Iilc_r !:I:Icss ‘znd dei-
* dared efforts to our case cf;u.snc-

and equity,” said Parrick Ganio, 78,
presideqr of the » Washingron-basad
Amezicon Coalidor for Filipino

.Vc.:mns, Inc., and a v:::::'.n of the

.

WWD.’ barr.lcs o.. Ba.r":m “and
Car::__dc:

- IRY 10- MR 23t -

Flhpmo Veterans Welcome Beneﬁts Bill

“We fought as soldiers for
Ameziea 57 years agn. We desexve
D Be Teared as sonals. This bill wAll

be &= X=v stez-in winning beceZts

for us.” _
- Ganic’s orgznizaon. wit L.4C0

mMembess in '“""'7 S. is ymoaien-

mg 0 T=oognizs i former Fiipine
scldiess as vezerans -of the U.S.
armed fores$and o makes them eli-
gible 0 recsive ver=rans h:alr.n and

* disabiliry pezsion benefirs.’
- Tae aew legslation would: -

* & Provids 100 perczar pariry for
Fiizino secvicsconpected verzans
living in the Unired Staras who wers
woundad, injrred or taken prisonsr
durng'Wwil and who pr=viousiy
wers recsiving half the monthly
compexsadon of their Ax.r;m::c:z.u

-counr=pars.

: % Allow all Fii .ummo vc'-':u:s

. ‘Bving'm the U.S. 1o be sligible for

hcalﬂ:c::-arlocalVAc.:mcsand

- hdspirals.

] OP-cvui. anmual funding of
§s00, OOO :h: '\/fam.La v.s Qut-

patis 27 Clinie” w u-::n: Filipino -

WWII vew=razs living iz the
Fhilippin=s.x
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Under the American Flag

States folded the armed forces of its then-terri-
tory the Philippines into its own. Promises of
~ generous individual military benefits followed.
. Fighting to liberate their horneland, the Filipinos

IN 1941, AS Japan prepared for war, the United

conducted themselves, it is established, with valor. .

. But no sooner was the war over and independence
bestowed than Congress reneged on important
benefits. Now some of the American citizens
~among the 70,000 aging survivors of those Filipino
forces are petitioning for review. Considerations of
equity and honor commend their cause, but the
benefits remain frozen.
As it happens, a couple of American Pacific war
veterans loom over the Washington poliical terrain
. on which this issue is being fought. Chairman Ben
Gilman (R-N.Y) of International Relations intro-
duced the Filipino Veterans Equity Act. Chairman
Bob Stump (R-Ariz) of Veterans' Affairs thinks it
costs too much. For one thing. the new congressional
pay-as-you-go rule would require his committee to
make up the nearly half-billion-dollar annual cost of

pensions matching those given American service-
men. The Filipino former soldiers swore an oath to
American authority and fought side by side with
American soldiers, but Mr. Stump questions whether
they are American veterans. So as not to raise their
expectations, he has resisted the hearings they se=k
to promote their appeal.

. Itis demeaning to Americans as well as to Filipinos
for the United States to continue denying benefits
that were pledged at the highest level, then abundant-
ly earned on the battlefield, then denied. then
withheld through decades of Filipino entreaty. Surely
this is an issue begging for a consensus financial
resolution. Such an outcome would preserve a
modicum of obligation to full-fledged comrades who
fought under the American flag. It would ease the
declining vears of survivors’ ranks that are shrinking
by the day. A Senate version of this bill would leave
the Filipino veterans with funeral and burial expenses

‘only. We would not like to be the ones to tell these

fading old soldiers they must die for the governmeqt
they served to pay.
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Honor Promises, However Late

US. hasa moral obli

They sarred with honor, dignity and -esgac
Yet more than 30 vears later, the 'I niza
is var o fulfill its moral abligation iz

3

benefits to the Filipinos #ho fough:

American soldiers during World War [L The -
nation broka its proises. It is dme o Taka

amends.

About 200,000 Flhmno
soldiers came under U.S.
militar» commiandfin? 194> g
when PresidentFrankiin D.
Roosevelt signed an execu-
tive grder drafting the
entire armed forces of the
Philippines, then a U.S. pro-
tactorata. Thev fought the
Japanese under Gen. Dou-
glas MacArthur in some of
the hloodiest battles of the
war, including Cor'eﬂdor
and Bataan.

The soldiers were Lmt:ally promise< il ~nl-

itary benefits and U.S. citizeaship, tut Can-

gress reneged on those pledges in 1945 wnen

ekt

the P‘nhppmes was given independenzz Con-

gress granted Lhern citizenship righiz in

1880 immigration law but has failed tc 222l Witk

the aroken promise of GI benefits, !
loans 0 medical cars. To draw atzanizn
plight of the est‘mated 70,000 surTving
pino vetarans, a group of them has Se=n 2
a sit-in protest at Macarthur Parc i

b
1)
n
(D (v in

In chains: Farmer scidiers, rotest-
lng for bene"ts frcm Was..mgﬁ.n

garion o : }wse Frlzpmo soldiers

weakand.

v
»
i
)
Ly

Sr:. ) i .r.ouve {D-Hawaii) has wied lor
he last -0 ~a3T3 TQ MUSTAr SUCDOre o estabiisnh
tha :.:. which wowld cost ap estimatad
3730 million annually, diminishing over. Ume.
Rers. Bc u'e-' (D-San Diego) and Senjamin

A Gmean (R-N.Y.) have
introduced iegisladon in the
Haouse to do.the same
-Despite the clear moral JUS-
fication for such legisla-
tion,.Washington is duck:ng
the issue because new fed-
erazl expenditures regquirs
gffsets to avoid expanding
the deficit. Neither political
par.y has been willing to
come up with a way to pay
the henefits. They ouvht 0
apply zome bmarUSan spirit
an hehalf of Flhnmos who

rcugnz ‘or American interests. Thousands of

L‘*eve soldiars andured the Baczan death march

-and resrz of ~aptivity.

1 shouid at least hold hearings to
'_.".e urkept gromises and their
“-2 'ives of these aging former soi-
A"e:‘cars—lrc‘udmd memgers

dersicod the ! issue, -hev suraiy
Rast2 to grant the Filiping vetar-
- ar2 due. This s atcu' national

Jrg=ag

[hoog
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A moral obligation

Filipino vets deserve equal treatment

his weelk’s visit to San Diego
by Philippine Presideat Fidel
Ramos highlighted the friead-
ship and close historical tes
that have leng exdisted betwesan
Amercans and Filipinos. But it also cast
a spotlight on a glaring injustice against
Filipino veterans of Warld War II that
demands to be corrected by the U.S.
government half a century later.

In 1941, as war clouds gathered in
the Pacific, President Franklin D. Rao-
sevelt signed an executive order draft-
ing the entire armed forces of the Phil-
ippines into the U.S. military. At the
time, the sprawling archipelago was an
American commonwealth.

Throughout World War II, Fiiipino
soldiers fought the Japanese alongside
their American counterparts and distin-
guished themselves in such famous bat-
tles as Bataan and Corregidor. In 1946,
however, when Philippine indepen-
deace was granted, Congress cut off
benecfits to Filipino veterans. Even as he
signed the legislation, Presideat Harry

Truman acknowledged it did nat “re-

" lease the United States from its moral
obligation to provide for the heroic Phil-

ippine vetarans.” _

Yet that is where the matter stcod for
nearly 50 years, until Rep. Bob Filner,
D-3an Diego. introduced a bill ta re-
store benefiis for the estimated 75,000
Filipino veterans who are still alive.
About a third of the vets live in the
United States, including an undeter-
mined number in San Diego County’s
flourishing Filipino community.

It is unclear how much it would cost
the U.S. gavernmeat to honor its moral
obligation o Fiiipinos who served in the
American milicary. The Congressional
Budget Ciiice puts the figure at up 0
$300 nuilicn a year; Filner beiieves that
number is vastly inflated.

But the dollar figure is hacdly the
issue. The rezl question is whether the
United Scates will do its duty by the

"Filipino veterans, just as they did their

duty a half-century ago. Finer’s mea-
surc deserves passage by Cangress.



BRIEFING

October 15, 1999

MEMORANDUM FOR MARIA ECHAVESTE

FROM: Laura Efurd

RE: Meeting with Representatives Patsy Mink and Bob Filner on Health Benefits for
Filipino American Veterans

DATE\TIME:

LOCATION:

ATTENDEES:

PURPOSE:

BACKGROUND:

Wednesday, October 27", 4:30 pm
Roosevelt Room

Maria Echaveste, Deputy Chief of Staff
Chuck Brain, Legislative Affairs

Laura Efurd, Deputy Director, Public Liaison
Irene Bueno, Domestic Policy Council
Daniel Mendelson, OMB

Rep. Patsy T. Mink

Rep. Bob Filner

Sharon Shulze, Rep. Filner's office

Andrew Helee, Rep. Filner's office

To meet with Representatives Mink and Filner to discuss options
for providing benefits for Filipino Veterans who served in WWIL.

Representative Mink called to request a meeting with John Podesta on health benefits for
Filipino Veterans. Mink and Rep. Bob Filner, who will also be present at the meeting, have long
advocated for the U.S. to provide certain benefits to Filipino Veterans of World War II who
fought with the U.S. military. The primary purpose of their request is to ask the White House to
include $30.7 million in FY2000 for health benefits for Filipino Veterans in any budget deal that
is negotiated with the Congress.

Currently a small portion of these veterans, known as the Old Scouts, who reside in the United
States receive health care equivalent to other veterans benefits. However, about 17,000 U.S.-
based veterans of the New Scouts, the Philippine Commonwealth Army and recognized guerilla



groups do not receive benefits equivalent to U.S. veterans. Those with service-connected
disabilities receive monthly compensation at a rate of 50% of what other U.S. veterans receive.
Those without service-connected disabilities receive no benefits.

Past efforts by Mink, Filner and other Members have sought full benefits for Filipino Veterans
(health, retirement etc...), however currently Mink and Filner and the Filipino Veterans groups
are advocating specifically for health benefits. Current legislation sponsored by Representative
Gilman and supported by Mink and Filner would provide Filipino Veterans residing in the U.S.
health care benefits equal to those received by other Veterans, and provides $500,000 for the
treatment of Filipino Veterans residing in the Philippines with service-connected disabilities and
non-service-connected disabilities. The total cost of the bill is estimated to be $30.7 million
annually. The bill also provides equal compensation to Filipino Veterans who have service
connected disabilities (same as Administration proposal, see below).

The Administration has sought to address the issue of benefits for Filipino Veterans in the past.
As a result of a review of this issue, the Administration made a decision not to pursue health care
benefits for Filipino Veterans, but to provide more equitable compensation for those with
service-connected disabilities. The Presidents FY99 and FY2000 budgets have proposed
equitable treatment for Filipino Veterans with service-connected disabilities, so that they may
receive full compensation at 100%, rather than 50%. (Note: these are not health care benefits,
but compensation similar to workers comp).

This Administration pursued this option because the compensation for service-connected
disabilities comes from mandatory spending. VA health care is funded with discretionary funds.
The concern is that Veterans organizations will see funding health care for Filipino Vets out of
discretionary dollars as taking away funding for U.S. Veterans.

The current Administration position remains to first pursue the 100% compensation for Filipino
Veterans with service-connected disabilities, but not health care benefits.

SSI Benefits for Filipino Veterans: While not the primary subject of this meeting you should
be aware of related legislation that will all Filipino Veterans of World War Il to receive 75% of
their SSI benefits if they reside outside of the United States. Under current law these individuals
lose all their SSI benefits if they do not reside in the U.S. This provision passed the House on
June 15, 1999 as part of the Foster Care Independence Act (H.R. 1802). The Administration
supports this provision. The bill is currently under consideration by the Senate. On October
13" the Senate Finance Committee held a hearing on the Foster Care bill and indicated that it
would markup a bill including the Veterans SSI provision by mid-November.

FORMAT:
e Introductions
e Turn over the Reps. Mink & Filner
e Discussion



TALKING POINTS:

e The Administration is certainly sympathetic to the plight of these Veterans who served along
side U.S. soldiers during WWII. The President has recognized this group of Veterans and
honored them for their service.

e We have adopted an incremental approach to resolving this issue. After a thorough of this
issue we have proposed for two years now that service-connected disabled veterans receive
full compensation, instead of 50%. We have faced many barriers in getting this provision
adopted by the Congress. You know we face similar opposition for health benefits.

e There are two major issues that we face: 1) finding the funds to pay for the benefits and 2)
facing opposition from other veterans organizations that may perceive inclusion of Filipino
Veterans in VA hospital care and other services and reducing services available for U.S.
Veterans.

e We are willing to work with you on this issue, and I would be interested in hearing your
ideas.

ATTACHMENTS:

Memo from Rep. Filner outlining request & background on Filipino Veterans
Copy of H.R. 1594, Filipino Veteran's Benefits Improvement Act

Various articles send by Rep. Filner on this issue

OMB Decision Memo on Benefits for Filipino Veterans

B
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i 106T11 CONGRESS
=29 H.R. 1594

"T'o amend title 38, United States Code, to improve benefits for Filipino
veterans of World War I, and for other purposes.

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
APRIL 28, 1999

Mr. GILMAN (for himself and Mr. FILNER) introduced the following bill; which
was referred to the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs

A BILL

To amend title 38, United States Code, to improve benefits
for Filipino veterans of World War II, and for other
purposes. '

ja—

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the “Filipino Veterans’ Ben-
efits Improvements Aect of 19997
SEC. 2. INCREASE IN RATE OF PAYMENT OF CERTAIN BEN-

EFITS TO VETERANS OF THE PHILIPPINE

COMMONWEALTH ARMY.

O o 3 o b WoN

(a) INCREASE.—Secction 107 of title 38, United

—
o

States Code, is amended—
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1 (1) by striking “Payment” in the seeond sen-

2 tence ofE subseetion (a) and inscrting “Bxcept as pro-

3 vided:in subsection (¢), payment’’; and

4 (2) by adding at the end the following new sub-

5 section:

6 “(¢) In the case of benefits under subehapters I1 and

7 1V of chapter 11 of this title by rcason of service described

8 in subseetion (a)—.

9 “(1) notwithstanding the second sentence of
10 subsection (a), payment of such benefit shall be
11 made in dollars at the rate -of $1.00 for cach dollar
12 authorized; and
13 «(9) such benefits shall be paid only to an indi-
14 vidual residing in the United States who is a citizen
15 of, or an alien lawfully admitted for permanent resi-
16 dence in, the United States.”.

17 (b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments made by
18 subscction (a) shall take cffect on the date of the enact-
19 ment of this Act, and shall apply to benefits paid for
20 months beginning on or after that date.

21 SEC. 3. ELIGIBILITY FOR HEALTH CARE OF CERTAIN ADDI-
22 TIONAL FILIPINO WORLD WAR II VETERANS.
23 Seetion 1734 of title 38, United States Code, is
24 amended to read as follows:

«HR 1584 IH
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“The Seerctary, within the limits of Department fa-
cilities, shall“ furnish hospital and nursing home care and
medical s-éx;viees to Commonwealth Army veterans and
new Philippine Scouts in the same manner as provided
for under seetion 1710 of this title.”.
SEC. 4. MANDATE TO PROVIDE HEALTH CARE FOR WORLD
WAR II VETERANS RESIDING IN THE PHIL-
TPPINES.
(a) IN GENERAL.—Subchapter IV of chapter 17 of
title 38, United States Code, is amended—
(1) by redesignating scetion 1735 as scection
1736; and
(2) by mserting after section 1734 the following
new section:
“$ 1735. Outpatient care and services for World War
' II veterans residing in the Philippines
“(a) OUTPATIENT HEALTH CARE.—The Secerctary
shall furnish eare and services to veterans, Commonwealth
Army veterans, and new Philippine Scouts for the treat-
ment of the service-conneeted disabilities and non-serviee-
connected disabilities of such veterans and seouts residing
in the Republie of the Philippines on an outpatient basis
at the Manila VA Outpatient Clinie.

«HR 1594 TH

doos
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“(b) LIMITATIONS.—(1) The amount expended by
the Secretar;r for the purpose of subsection (a) in any fis-
cal year nfay not exceed $500,000.

“(2) The authority of the Scerctary to furnish care
and services under subsection (a) is effective in any fiscal
year only to the extent that appropriations arc available
for that purpose.”.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of sections
at the beginning of ehapter 17 of such title is amended
by striking the item relating to seetion 1735 and inserting
after the item relating to scetion 1734 the following new
items:

“1735. Outpatient care and services for World War II veterans residing in the
Philippines.
“1736. Definitions.”. |

(¢) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments made by

subsection (a) shall take effeet on the date of the enact-

ment of this Aect.

«HR 1594 TH
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October 15, 1999

BRIEFING
MEMORANDUM FOR MARIA ECHAVESTE
FROM: Laura Efurd

RE: Meeting with Representatives Patsy Mink and Bob Filner on Health Benefits for
Filipino American Veterans

DATE\TIME: Wednesday, October 27th 4:30 pm
LOCATION: Roosevelt Room |
ATTENDEES: Maria Echaveste, Deputy Chief of Staff

Chuck Brain, Legislative Affairs

Laura Efurd, Deputy Director, Public Liaison
Irene Bueno, Domestic Policy Council
Daniel Mendelson, OMB

Rep. Patsy T. Mink

Rep. Bob Filner

Sharon Shulze, Rep. Filner's office

Andrew Helee, Rep. Filner's office

PURPOSE: To meet with Representatives Mink and Filner to discuss options
for providing benefits for Filipino Veterans who served in WWIL

[

BACKGROUND:

Representative Mink called to request a meeting with John Podesta on health benefits for
Filipino Veterans. Mink and Rep. Bob Filner, who will also be present at the meeting, have long
advocated for the U.S. to provide certain benefits to Filipino Veterans of World War I who
fought with the U.S. military. The primary purpose of their request is to ask the White House to
include $30.7 million in FY2000 for health benefits for Filipino Veterans in any budget deal that
is negotiated with the Congress.

Currently a small portion of these veterqns, -kIlIan as.the Old Scouts, who reside in the United
~ States receive health care equivalent to other veterans benefits. However, about 17,000 U.S.-
based veterans of the New Scouts, the Philippine Commonwealth Army and recognized guerilla



groups do not receive benefits equivalent to U.S. veterans. Those with service-connected
disabilities receive monthly compensatlon at a rate of 50% of what other U.S. veterans receive.
Those without service-connected dlsablhtles recelve no benefits.

Past efforts by Mink, Filner and other Meéimbers have sought full benefits for Filipino Veterans
(health, retirement etc...), however currently Mink and Filner and the Filipino Veterans groups
are advocating specifically for health benefits. Current legislation sponsored by Representative
Gilman and supported by Mink and Fllner would prov1de Filipino Veterans residing in the U.S.
health care benefits equal to those recelved by other Veterans, and provides $500,000 for the
treatment of Filipino Veterans residing in the Philippines with service-connected disabilities and
non-service-connected disabilities. The total cost of the bill is estimated to be $30.7 million
annually. The bill also provides equal compensation to Filipino Veterans who have service
connected disabilities (same as Administration proposal, see below).

The Administration has sought to address the issue of benefits for Filipino Veterans in the past.
As a result of a review of this issue, the Administration made a decision not to pursue health care
benefits for Filipino Veterans, but to provide more equitable compensation for those with
service-connected disabilities. The Presidents FY'99 and FY2000 budgets have proposed
equitable treatment for Filipino Veterans with service-connected disabilities, so that they may
receive full compensation at 100%, rather-than 50%. (Note: these are not health care benefits,
but compensation similar to workers comp) Th1s Budget request has never been adopted by the
Congress. -

The Administration pursued this option because the compensation for service-connected
disabilities comes from mandatory spending. VA health care is funded with discretionary funds.
The concern is that Veterans organizations will see funding health care for Filipino Vets out of
discretionary dollars as taking away funding for U.S. Veterans.

The current Administration position remains to first pursue the 100% compensation for Filipino
Veterans with service-connected disabilities, but not health care benefits.

SSI Benefits for Filipino Veterans: While.not the. primary subject of this meeting you should
be aware of related legislation that will.allow Filipino Veterans of World War II to receive 75%
of their SSI benefits if they reside outside.of the United States. Under current law these
individuals lose all their SSI benefits 1fthey do not reside in the U.S. This provision passed the
House on June 15, 1999 as part of the Foster. Care Independence Act (H.R. 1802). The
Administration supports this provision. The bill is currently under consideration by the Senate.
On October 13" the Senate Finance Committee held a hearing on the Foster Care bill and
indicated that it would markup a bill including the Veterans SSI provision by mid-November.

FORMAT: o
e Introductions

e Turn over the Reps. Mink & Filner
¢ Discussion



TALKING POINTS:

The Administration is certainly sympathetic to the plight of these Veterans who served along
side U.S. soldiers during WWII. The’ Premdent has recognized this group of Veterans and
honored them for their service.

We have adopted an incremental approach to resolving this issue. After a thorough review of
this issue we have proposed for two years now that service-connected disabled veterans
receive full compensation, instead of 50%. We have faced many barriers in getting this
provision adopted by the Congress. You know we face similar opposition for health benefits.

There are two major issues that we face: 1) finding the funds to pay for the benefits and 2)
facing opposition from other veterans organizations who may perceive inclusion of Filipino
Veterans in VA hospital care and other services and reducing services available for U.S.
Veterans.

We are willing to work with you on this issue, and I would be interested in hearing your
ideas.

ATTACHMENTS:

1. Memo from Rep. Filner outlining request &.background on Filipino Veterans
2. Copy of H.R. 1594, Filipino Veteran's Beneﬁts Improvement Act

3. Bill Status including cosponsors ‘

4. Various articles send by Rep. Filner on this issue .

5. OMB Decision Memo on Benefits for Filipino Veterans



TRANSPORTATION AND INFRASTRUCTURE
COMMITTEE

BOB FILNER
SO0TH DISTRICT. CALIFORNIA
2463 RAYBURN BUILDING —
WASIINGTON. DC 20515

TEL: (202) 225-8045 VETERANS™ AFFAIRS

FaX: (202) 225-9073 COMMITTEE
33 S, Surre A CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES —
Chura VisTa. CALIFORNIA 919180
" \1-,::_;T((\,IL),\J;E_;,{:; o HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES e-mail: TalkToBobFilner@mail.house.gov
FAX: (619)422-7290 website: www.house.gov/filner

November 1, 1999

Laura L. Efurd

Deputy Assistant To the President and
Deputy Director of Public Liaison
122 Old Executive Office Building
Washington, DC 20502

Dear Laura:

I appreciated the chance to meet with you to discuss the situation of
Filipino Veterans of W.W_II.

I look forward to working with you to bring justice and equity to
these brave men.

Best wishes.

BF/kim
261298

Printed on Recyceled Paper
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THE WHITE HOUSE

Office of the Press Secretary

For Immediate Release October 18, 1996

HONORING THE FILIPINC VETERANS OF WORLD WAR II

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

A PROCLAMATION

During the dark days of World War II, nearly 100,000
soldiers of the Philippine Commonwealth Army provided a ray
of hope in the Pacific as they fought alongside United States
and Allied forces for 4 long years to defend and reclaim the
Philippine Islands from Japanese aggression. Thousands more
Filipinog joined U.S, Armed Forces immediately after the war
and served in occupational duty throughout the Pacific Theater.
For their extraordinary sacrifices in defense of democracy and
liberty, we owe them our undying gratitude.

Valiant Filipino soldiers fought, died, and suffered
in some of the blecodiest battles of World War II, defending
beleaguered Bataan and Corregider, and thougands of Filipino
prisoners of war endured the infamous Bataan Death March and
years of captivity. Their many guerrilla actions slowed the
Japanese takeover of the Western Pacific region and allowed
U.S5. forces the time to build and prepare for the allied
counterattack on Japan. Filipino troops fought side-by-side
with U.S. forces to secure their island nation as the strategic
base from which the final effort to defeat Japan was launched.

This month, as we mark the anniversary of General
MacArthur's return teo the Philippines, we acknowledge the
important role Filipino soldiers played in turning back
aggression, defending liberty, and preserving democracy,
and we extend to them our abiding thanks.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the
United States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in
me by the Constitution and laws of the United States, do hereby
proclaim October 20, 1996, as a day Honoring the Filipino
Veterans of World War II. I urge all Americans to recall the
courage, sacrifice, and loyalty of Filipino veterans of World
War Il and honor them for their contributions to our freedom.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand
this seventeenth day of October, in the year of our Lord

nineteen hundred and ninety-six, and of the Independence of
the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-first.

WILLIAM J, CLINTON
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THE WHITE HOUSE

Office of the Press Secretary

Tor Immediate Release October 18,

HONORING THE FILIPINO VETERANS OF WORLD WAR II

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

A PROCLAMATION

During the dark days of World War II, nearly 100,000
soldiers of the Philippine Commonwealth Army provided a ray
of hope in the Pacific as they fought alongside United States
and Dllied forces for 4 long years to defend and reclaim the
Philippine Islands £from Japanese aggression. Thousands more
Filipinos joined U.S. Armed Forces immediately after the war
and served in occupaticnal duty throughout the Facific Theater.
For their extraordinary sacrifices in defense of democracy and
liberty, we owe them our undying gratitude.

Valiant Filipino soldiers fought, died, and suffered
in some of the bloodiest battles of World War II, defending
beleagquered Bataan and Corregidor, and thousands of Filipino
prisoners of war endured the infamous Bataan Death March and
years of captivity. Their many guerrilla actions slowed the
Japanese takeover of the Western Pacific region and allowed
U.S. forces the time to build and prepare for the allied
counterattack on Japan. Filipino troops fought side-by-side
with U.S. forces to secure their island nation as the strategic
base from which the final effort to defeat Japan was launched.

This month, as we mark the anniversary of General
MacArthur's return to the Philippines, we acknowledge the
important role Filipino soldiers played in turning back
aggression, defending liberty, and preserving democracy,
and we extend to them our abiding thanks.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the
United States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in
me by the Constitution and laws of the United States, do hereby
proclaim October 20, 1936, as a day Honoring the Filipino
Veterans of World War II. I urge all Americans to recall the
courage, sacrifice, and loyalty of Filipino vetarans of World
War II and honor them for their contributions to our freedom.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand
this seventeenth day of October, in the year of our Lord
nineteen hundred and ninety-six, and of the Independence of
the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-first.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON
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Filipino Veterans

Concerned about the plight of these men who fought alongside American soldiers
during WWII. Providing full benefits is very costly. On October 20, 1996, 1signed a
proclamation honoring the Filipino Veterans of WWII.

We are taking incremental steps better serve the needs of these veterans and repay
America's debt to these brave men:

Our budget calls fro legislation to pay disabled Filipino Veterans and their survivors
residing in the U.S. the full rate granted to other veterans, instead of .50 cents per
dollar, as under current law. The Budget estimates that this will cost $5 million in
FY2000 and 25$% over 5 years.

Also, we support a provision in the Foster Care Bill now going through the House
Ways and Means Committee will expand SSI benefits for Filipino Veterans.
Currently Filipino Veterans are eligible for SSI benefits only if they remain in the
United States. This change will allow them to receive SSI benefits even if they
return to the Philippines.

Immigrant Deportation:

issue: Under current law legal immigrants who commit a felony must be deported.
This law is retroactive. This issue is of concern to the South East Asian community
in particular because of the problem of youth gangs. There are concerns about the
retroactive nature of the requirement which can deport someone who has already
served their time for their felony conviction. Also, because the South East Asian
countries do not have treaties with the U.S. often young people with felony
convictions are not deported by indefinitely detained in jail.

| don't know what the answer is on this one. We need to check with INS, to see if
there has been any regulatory action to ease this requirement.
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Bill Summary & Status for the 106th Congress

Item 1 ofl

PREVIOUS BILL:ALL | NEXT BILL:ALL
NEW SEARCH | HOME | HELP

H.R.1594
SPONSOR: Rep Gilman, Benjamin A. (introduced 04/28/99)

Jump to: Tltles Status Commlttees Amendments Cosponsors Summary

o SHORT TITLE(S) AS INTRODUCED:
Filipino Veterans' Benefits Improvements Act of 1999

o OFFICIAL TITLE AS INTRODUCED:
A bill to amend title 38, United States Code, to improve benefits for Filipino veterans of World
War II, and for other purposes.

%k *NONE** *

STATUS: Detailed Leglslatlve Status
House Actions

Apr 28, 99:
Referred to the House Committee on Veterans' Affairs.
May 20, 99:
Referred to the Subcommittee on Benefits.

STATUS: Congressmnal Record Page References

04/28/99 Introductory remarks on Measure (CR E802)
04/28/99 Full text of Measure as introduced printed (CR H802-803)

COMMITTEE(S):

« COMMITTEE(S) OF REFERRAL.:
House Veterans' Affairs

« SUBCOMMITTEE(S):
Hsc Benefits

AMENDMENT(S):
E 3 3 *NONE* k%

COSPONSORS(21):

1of2 6/7/99 4:18 PM
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Rep Filner, Bob - 04/28/99 Rep Rohrabacher, Dana - 05/05/99

Rep Mink, Patsy T. - 05/05/99 Rep Olver, John W. - 05/05/99

Rep Crowley, Joseph - 05/05/99 Rep Romero-Barcelo, Carlos A. - 05/14/99 .
Rep Eshoo, Anna G. - 05/14/99 Rep Roybal-Allard, Lucille - 05/14/99

Rep Lofgren, Zoe - 05/14/99 Rep Cunningham, Randy (Duke) - 05/14/99
Rep Campbell, Tom - 05/14/99 Rep Underwood, Robert A. - 05/14/99

Rep Weiner, Anthony D. - 05/14/99 Rep McGovern, James P. - 05/27/99

Rep Carson, Julia - 05/27/99 Rep Engel, Eliot L. - 05/27/99

Rep Becerra, Xavier - 05/27/99 Rep Pelosi, Nancy - 05/27/99

Rep Gutierrez, Luis V. - 05/27/99  Rep Lipinski, William O. - 05/27/99

Rep Pickett, Owen B. - 05/27/99

SUMMARY:
kRN ONE***
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CALL SHEET FOR MARIA ECHAVESTRE

From: Laura Efurd
Date: February 3, 2000
Re:  Filipino Veterans

Call: Herschel Gober
Deputy Secretary, Veterans Affairs
Number: 202-273-4817
Best Times: Thursday, Feb. 3: 3:00 pm — 6:00 pm
Friday, Feb 4™: 9:00 am — 10:00 am, 11:00 am — 2:00 pm,
after 3:00 pm
Purpose: To discuss the possibility of Administration endorsement of Rep.

Filner's legislation to provide health benefits for Filipino Veterans
(H.R. 1594). Specifically, we want to get the Veteran's
Administration's agreement on a process that would lead to
endorsement with the White House facilitating a meeting with Rep.
Filner et al, Veterans' organizations and the VA to work out any
objections by the Veterans organizations to Administration
endorsement of H.R. 1594).

Background:

In October of last year You met with several Members of Congress led by Reps. Filner and Mink
regarding the possibility of including funding (approx $30 mil) in the budget for health benefits
for Filipino Veterans who fought in the U.S. military during WWIL. In past years Filner and
other Members have proposed more extensive benefits for the Filipino Veterans, but have chosen
to concentrate their efforts on health care.

Since the October meeting, we met internally in December with OMB and DPC to discuss
funding in the FY0O1 budget. OMB felt that we could not include the $30 mil for Filipino
Veteran Health Care because the funding would come from the discretionary health care monies
and the Veteran's organizations would see this as taking money away from their health care. At
that time the decision was made not to pursue funding in the budget, but to discuss possible other
avenues for the Administration to demonstrate support for the Filner bill, such as an endorsement
of the bill which would take place outside of the budget process.

Note that there was agreement to continue to include the provision which would provide
equitable treatment for Filipino Veterans with service-connected disability, raising their
compensation from 50% to 100% of what other Veterans receive (this provision affects
mandatory money, so the issue of taking funds away from other Veterans does not apply to this
provision).



As a result OPL has suggested that since opposition of the Veterans Organizations are our major
concern, that we facilitate a meeting among all involved parties to see if the Veterans
Organizations would not oppose the Administration making a formal endorsement of H.R.

Talking Points:

e [ am calling today to discuss with you the issue of health care benefits for Filipino Veterans
who served during WWII and to see if we might work with you on a process that would lead
to the Administration's endorsement of legislation that has been proposed by Reps. Gilman,
Filner, Mink and others (H.R. 1594).

e This Administration has been sympa?é to the situation of these Veterans and 1 know VA
has worked hard to find a solution to 1ssue. We have in previous budgets sought to improve
héix compensation for those with service-connected disability. However, there is a
significant number of these Veterans that currently receive no real benefits, and the issue 1s
really one of the United States living up to its promise to these veterans.

Their case is unique in that they were called to serve under the U.S. military by Executive
Order of the President and-that their status as veterans was specifictescinded by legislative

action. L'K/H WU N

The Members and qdvgggtes for the Filipino Veterans have come along way in limiting their
proposals to health{dnly — and as I understand this is the key benefit that these aging Veterans

need. Y\me&» C‘S’j W ey ;

I understand that our major obstacle that in dealing with/iiscretionary funds the perception
may be that we are taking funds away from other Veterans' health care to fund benefits for
the Filipino Veterans. And that this is particularly sensitive when we really need more funds
in that account to begin with. '

Given this problem, I would like your thoughts on whether there may be ?t'ay that the
Administration can demonstrate support for the Gilman/Filner bill apart from the budget
process.. To do this we would need to make sure that the Veterans Organizations would be
agreeable and we would have to make it very clear that the Administration would only
ﬂupport the bill if it included new money for the Filipino Veterans.

o NS

% After our discuss T am going to have to call the Reps. Filner and Mink to give them the heads
up that we are not including any new proposals for Filipino Veterans, but I would like to at
least be able to share with them that we are willing to facilitate a meeting to work out any
concerns of the Veterans Organizations and work toward a possible endorsement of this
legislation.



BRIEFING

October 15, 1999

MEMORANDUM FOR MARIA ECHAVESTE

FROM: Laura Efurd

RE: Meeting with Representatives Patsy Mink and Bob Filner on Health Benefits for
Filipino American Veterans

DATE\TIME:

LOCATION:

ATTENDEES:

PURPOSE:

BACKGROUND:

Wednesday, October 27", 4:30 pm
Roosevelt Room

Maria Echaveste, Deputy Chief of Staff
Chuck Brain, Legislative Affairs

Laura Efurd, Deputy Director, Public Liaison
Irene Bueno, Domestic Policy Council
Daniel Mendelson, OMB

Rep. Patsy T. Mink

Rep. Bob Filner _

Sharon Shulze, Rep. Filner's office

Andrew Helee, Rep. Filner's office

To meet with Representatives Mink and Filner to discuss options
for providing benefits for Filipino Veterans who served in WWIL

Representative Mink called to request a meeting with John Podesta on health benefits for
Filipino Veterans. Mink and Rep. Bob Filner, who will also be present at the meeting, have long
advocated for the U.S. to provide certain benefits to Filipino Veterans of World War II who
fought with the U.S. military. The primary purpose of their request is to ask the White House to
include $30.7 million in FY2000 for health benefits for Filipino Veterans in any budget deal that
is negotiated with the Congress.

Currently a small portion of these veterans, known as the Old Scouts, who reside in the United
States receive health care equivalent to other veterans benefits. However, about 17,000 U.S.-
based veterans of the New Scouts, the Philippine Commonwealth Army and recognized guerilla



groups do not receive benefits equivalent to U.S. veterans. Those with service-connected
disabilities receive monthly compensation at a rate of 50% of what other U.S. veterans receive.
Those without service-connected disabilities receive no benefits.

Past efforts by Mink, Filner and other Members have sought full benefits for Filipino Veterans
(health, retirement etc...), however currently Mink and Filner and the Filipino Veterans groups
are advocating specifically for health benefits. Current legislation sponsored by Representative
Gilman and supported by Mink and Filner would provide Filipino Veterans residing in the U.S.
health care benefits equal to those received by other Veterans, and provides $500,000 for the
treatment of Filipino Veterans residing in the Philippines with service-connected disabilities and
non-service-connected disabilities. The total cost of the bill is estimated to be $30.7 million
annually. The bill also provides equal compensation to Filipino Veterans who have service
connected disabilities (same as Administration proposal, see below).

The Administration has sought to address the issue of benefits for Filipino Veterans in the past.
As a result of a review of this issue, the Administration made a decision not to pursue health care
benefits for Filipino Veterans, but to provide more equitable compensation for those with
service-connected disabilities. The Presidents FY99 and FY2000 budgets have proposed
equitable treatment for Filipino Veterans with service-connected disabilities, so that they may
receive full compensation at 100%, rather than 50%. (Note: these are not health care benefits,
but compensation similar to workers comp). This Budget request has never been adopted by the
Congress.

The Administration pursued this option because the compensation for service-connected
disabilities comes from mandatory spending. VA health care is funded with discretionary funds.
The concern is that Veterans organizations will see funding health care for Filipino Vets out of
discretionary dollars as taking away funding for U.S. Veterans.

The current Administration position remains to first pursue the 100% compensation for Filipino
Veterans with service-connected disabilities, but not health care benefits.

SSI Benefits for Filipino Veterans: While not the primary subject of this meeting you should
be aware of related legislation that will allow Filipino Veterans of World War II to receive 75%
of their SSI benefits if they reside outside of the United States. Under current law these
individuals lose all their SSI benefits if they do not reside in the U.S. This provision passed the
House on June 15, 1999 as part of the Foster Care Independence Act (H.R. 1802). The
Administration supports this provision. The bill is currently under consideration by the Senate.
On October 13" the Senate Finance Committee held a hearing on the Foster Care bill and
indicated that it would markup a bill including the Veterans SSI provision by mid-November.

FORMAT:
e Introductions
e Turn over the Reps. Mink & Filner
e Discussion



TALKING POINTS:

The Administration is certainly sympathetic to the plight of these Veterans who served along
side U.S. soldiers during WWII. The President has recognized this group of Veterans and
honored them for their service.

We have adopted an incremental approach to resolving this issue. After a thorough review of
this issue we have proposed for two years now that service-connected disabled veterans
receive full compensation, instead of 50%. We have faced many barriers in getting this
provision adopted by the Congress. You know we face similar opposition for health benefits.

There are two major issues that we face: 1) finding the funds to pay for the benefits and 2)
facing opposition from other veterans organizations who may perceive inclusion of Filipino
Veterans in VA hospital care and other services and reducing services available for U.S.
Veterans.

We are willing to work with you on this issue, and I would be interested in hearing your
1deas.

ATTACHMENTS:

1. Memo from Rep. Filner outlining request & background on Filipino Veterans
2. Copy of H.R. 1594, Filipino Veteran's Benefits Improvement Act

3. Bill Status including cosponsors

4. Various articles send by Rep. Filner on this issue

5. OMB Decision Memo on Benefits for Filipino Veterans
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