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Delta Regional Authority and Associated Agency Funding 
2001 Pres Bud ($ in millions) _____

Pres Bud 
(Request)

30

22

10

69

6

14

2

0^

House Action

0

2

Notes
* Outlays are 2% (S.44M)
’’ Outlays are 25% ($.5M)

“^Outlays are 5% ($.25M)
** Funding uncertain - see comments

Senate Action Bill
Mark-Up

Status Comments

n/a

0

6

0

2

E/W

VA/HUD

CJS

House SC 'AO yOinA. UU^ ,

Senate NA.
House ^
Senate NA. t
House FC.-rfjy tV-
Senate NA.

Transp.

Ag

House F.^6UX i-cCt 4- r\*,^yv4, tu^^cc*'

Senate F. 
House FC. 
Senate FC.

lliU**, PU<v P"
..............In House, RCAP provided irFPartnership Technical Assistance 

Giants; no funds for IRP.'In Senate, RCAP provided in Business

Labor/H House F.
Senate FC.

Labor/H House F.
Senate FC.

Labor/H House F.
Senate FC.

Programs; full funds for IRP. ^ c*JUL^
Dislocated Worker Program received $1.589B from Senate (same 
as 2000 enacted) and S1.382B from House (FY 2001 request:
$1.771B); Delta funding could come from within these amounts 
at Secretary’s discretion. 1*^ rv(vw4i'^ .
Funding requested in new program which was not authorized nor 
funded in House Floor or Senate Cmte level. No mention 
Delta funding in Bill report language.
House level provides $31M of $39M requested for Rural Health 
Outreach (RHO) grants; Delta funding could come from within 
these amounts at Secretary's discretion. Full funding provided for 
RHO program in Senate. • O. -

Mark-Up Status 
NA — No action.
FC — Full Committee
SC — Subcommittee 
F - Floor.
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jOffice of the Federal Co-Chairman

June 8, 2000

The Honorable Robert C. Byrd 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Byrd:

Let me first say what an honor it was to be with you last week for the ground breaking 
for Corridor H. Without you, this momentous day would not have happened. I 
congratulate you, and I know that all of West Virginia and Appalachia thanks you.

I am writing in reference to the proposed Delta Regional Authority, based on the ARC 
model. You may recall that two years ago I personally briefed you on the proposal in its 
first form, which was to have it connected to the ARC. The Appalachian Governors 
expressed their concern and opposition to fonmal linkage, and the proposal did not 

pass.

This year, the Administration has proposed a Delta Regional Authority, which is the 
same concept but with no linkage to ARC. It would be a self-standing independent 
agency. We support that proposal here at the Commission, including this time the 
active support of the three governors who would have both Appalachian and Delta 
counties (Governors Musgrove of Mississippi, Sundquist of Tennessee, and Patton of 
Kentucky). In addition, it is my understanding that our current States’ Co-Chairman, 
Governor Underwood, is supportive of the proposal in its current form; and none of the 
other ARC governors has expressed any reservations.

We feel that it strengthens the ARC to be seen a model for other distressed areas like 
the Delta and Alaska (the already functioning Denaii Commission). As a member of the 
Administration, I hope that you will be able to support the creation and funding of the 
Delta Regional Authority. That region needs our ARC-type model very badly.

As always-and above everything else--we continue to thank you here at the 
Commission for your support and leadership on behalf of the ARC.

Je±e L. White, Jr. 
Federal Co-Chairman

Alabama
Ceof^a

Kentucky
Maryland

MW WASHIMCTOM. DC 2021S

MUtixiippi North Catalina
New York Ohio

(202) FAX (202) Ba«-7SB3

Penniyivania Ttnricxsec IFejt f'trginm
South Caraliivi Virginia



Delta Regional Authority

Information Packet

I. FY 2001 Appropriations Request for the Delta

II. Congressional Representation of the Delta Region

III. Map of the Mississippi Delta Region

IV. Delta Region Counties and Parishes

V. White House press paper on the Delta Initiative

VI. Summary of the FY 2001 Budget Request

VII. FY 2001 Budget Estimate

VIII. Authorizing legislation, S. 1622 and H.R. 2911

VIII. Remarks by the President to the Delta Community

IX. Wire story on Senator Lott (R-MS) and the Delta

X. Views of the Governors of the Delta States

XL White House press paper on New Markets agreement between 33 
the President and Speaker Hastert (R-IL)
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Delta Regional Authority and Associated Agency Funding 
2001 Pres Bud (S in millions)

Pres Bud 
(Request) House Committee House Floor Senate Committee Senate Floor Bill Comments

BA
DRA 30 3 n/a n/a E/W No action on bill yet.

HUD 22 0‘ 0 0 n/a VA/HUD No action on bill in Senate.
DoC 10 1 n/a n/a CJS No action on bill yet.
DoT 69 14 0 0 0 0 n/a Transp. No action on bill in Senate.
USDA 6 2 2 0*> 6 2 Ag In House, RCAP provided in Paitnership 

Technical Assistance Grants; no funds for IRP. 
Senate, RCAP provided in Business Programs; 
full funds for IRP.

DoL 5 0' ♦ ♦ ** *♦ ** Labor/H Dislocated Worker Program received S1.589B
from Senate (same as 2000 enacted) and S1.382B 
from House (FY 2001 request: SI.77IB); Delta 
funding could come from within these amounts at 
Secretary's discretion.

Labor/H Funding requested in new program which was not 
authorized nor funded in House Subcmte or 
Senate Cmte level. No mention of Delta funding 
in Bill report language.

Labor/H House Subcmte level provides S3 IM of S39M 
requested for Rural Health Outreach (RHO) 
grants; Delta funding could come from within 
these amounts at Secretary's discretion. Full 
funding provided for RHO program in Senate.

Total

^ Outlays are 2% (S.44M)
" Outlays are 25% (S.5M)

Outlays are 5% (S.25M)
** Funding uncertain — see comments



DELTA INITIATIVE
BA in millions

Proqram
Approps
Committee

Pres.
Budqet

House
Mark

Senate
Mark

Delta Regional Authority Energy & Water 30 n/a n/a

HUD VA/HUD 22 0 n/a

Commerce C/J/S 10 n/a n/a

Transportation Transp. 69 0 n/a

USDA Ag/Rural Dev 6 2 6

Labor Labor/HHS 5 ? ?

Education Labor/HHS 10 0 0

HHS Labor/HHS 7 ? 7

Note: n/a = no action on bill
Also, for both the Labor and Rural Health Centers pieces, the amounts are part of larger accounts, and a detailed 
break-out of what is funded is not yet available.



Delta Members

Arkansas
Sen. Hutchinson (R) 
Sen. Lincoln (D)
Rep. Berry (D-H‘)
Rep. Dickey (R-4^^)
Rep. Hutchinson (R-3''‘‘) 
Rep. Snyder (D- 2'“‘)

Kentucky
Sen. Bunning (R)
Sen. McConnell (R) 
Rep. Whitfield (R-C‘)

Illinois
Sen. Durbin (D)
Sen. Fitzgerald (R)
Rep. Phelps (D-19‘^)

Louisiana
Sen. Breaux (D)
Sen. Landrieu (D)
Rep. Baker (R-fi'*^)
Rep. Cooksey (R-5‘^) 
Rep. Costello (D-lf') 
Rep. Jefferson (D-2'“^) 
Rep. John (D-f')
Rep. Tauzin 
Rep. Vitter (R-C')

Mississippi
Sen. Coclu-an (R)
Sen. Lott (R)
Rep. Pickering (R-3'‘‘*) 
Rep. Shows (D-4"')
Rep. Taylor (D-5"')
Rep. Thompson 
Rep. Wicker (R-L')

Missouri
Sen. Ashcroft (R)
Sen. Bond (R)
Rep. Blunt (R-7th) 
Rep. Emerson (R-8‘^) 
Rep. Gephardt (D-f‘^)



Tennessee
Sen. Frist (R)
Sen. Thompson (R) 
Rep. Bryant (R-7"‘) 
Rep. Ford (D-9"’) 
Rep. Gordon (D-8'^) 
Rep. Hilleary (R-4''^) 
Rep. Tanner (D-S"')

Cosponsors of authorizing legislation in italics.



MAP OF THE 219 COUNTY 
MISSISSIPPI DELTA REGION

The Delta Region
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Arkansas Counties: 42

Illinois Counties: 16

Kentucky Counties: 21

Mississippi Delta Counties and Parishes

Arkansas, Ashley, Baxter, Bradley, Calhoun, Chicot, Clay, 
Cleveland, Craighead, Crittenden, Cross, Dallas, Desha, Drew, 
Fulton, Grant, Greene, Independence, Izard, Jackson, Jefferson, 
Lawrence, Lee, Lincoln, Lonoke, Marion, Mississippi, Monroe, 
Ouachita, Phillips, Poinsett, Prairie, Pulaski, Randolph, St.
Francis, Searcy, Sharp, Stone, Union, Van Buren, White, 
Woodruff

Alexander, Franklin, Gallatin, Hamilton, Hardin, Jackson, 
Johnson, Massac, Perry, Pope, Pulaski, Randolph, Saline, Union, 
White, Williamson

Ballard, Caldwell, Calloway, Carlisle, Christen, Crittenden, 
Fulton, Graves, Henderson, Hickman, Hopkins, Livingston, Lyon, 
Marshall, McCracken, McLean, Muhlenberg, Todd, Trigg, Union, 
Webster

Acadia, Allen, Ascension, Assumption, Avoyelles, Caldwell, 
Catahoula, Concordia, E. Baton Rouge, E. Carrol, E. Feliciana, 
Evangeline, Franklin, Grant, Iberia, Iberville, Jackson, Jefferson, 
Lafourche, La Salle, Lincoln, Livingston, Madison, Morehouse, 
Orleans, Ouachita, Point Coupee, Plaquemines, Rapides, 
Richland, St. Bernard, St. Charles, St. Helena, St. James, St. John 
the Baptist, St. Landry, St. Martin, Tangipahoa, Tensas, Union, 
Washington, W. Baton Rouge, W. Carroll, W. Feliciana, Winn

Mississippi Counties: 45 Adams, Amite, Attalla, Benton, Bolivar, Carroll, Claiborne,
Coahoma, Copiah, Covington, DeSoto, Franklin, Grenada, Hinds, 
Holmes, Humphreys, Issaquena, Jefferson, Jefferson Davis, 
Lafayette, Lawrence, Leflore, Lincoln, Madison, Marion, 
Marshall, Montgomery, Panola, Pike, Quitman, Rankin, Sharkey, 
Simpson, Sunflower, Tallahatchie, Tate, Tippah, Tunica, Union, 
Walthall, Warren, Washington, Wilkinson, Yalobusha, Yazoo

Louisiana Parishes: 45

Missouri Counties: 29 Bollinger, Butler, Cape Girardeau, Carter, Crawford, Dent, 
Douglas, Dunklin, Howell, Iron, Madison, Mississippi, New 
Madrid, Oregon, Ozark, Pemiscott, Perry, Phelps, Reynolds, 
Ripley, Ste. Genevieve, St. Francois, Scott, Shannon, Stoddard, 
Texas, Washington, Wayne, Wright

Tennessee Counties: 21 Benton, Carroll, Chester, Crockett, Decatur, Dyer, Fayette,
Gibson, Hardeman, Hardin, Haywood, Henderson, Henry, Lake, 
Lauderdale, McNairy, Madison, Obion, Shelby, Tipton, Weakley



The Clinton Administration is committed to bringing economic prosperity to the 
Mississippi Delta region and other areas of the country which have not benefitted from the Nation's 
soaring economy. In the Delta region, poverty remains at 175 percent of the national average and 
over half of the counties have had poverty rates over 20 percent for the past four decades. The per 
capita income in the Delta's distressed communities is only 53 percent of the U.S. average. To 
address these problems, the President’s budget proposes $159 million to increase economic 
opportunities in the Mississippi Delta region, including $30 million to create a new Delta Regional 
Authority to bring the resources of a Federal-State partnership to the fight for economic growth in 
the region. This partnership will help provide the infrastructure and job training needed to make 
prosperity a reality in the Delta.

Establishino a Delta Resional Authority:
Targeting Distressed Areas. The Delta Regional Authority's funding will be targeted to the 
counties with the highest poverty and unemployment rates, and lowest per capita income. The DRA 
will include:

$25 million for area development such as distressed counties programs, physical infrastructure 
and job training;
$3 million for assistance to participating state and local economic development entities; and 

$2 million for technical assistance and administrative expenses.

Fostering a Coordinated Effort. The Delta Regional Authority will foster close coordination 
between State and local officials and the federal government, led by the Federal Co-Chair appointed 
by the President. The Governors of the seven member States will serve as DRA members, with one 
Governor elected to serve as the States' Co-Chair. This can be accomplished through authorizing 
legislation that has been introduced in the House and Senate.

Providing $107 Million in Tareeted Economic Development Assistance for the Delta Re2ion: 
Supporting Rural Housing and Economic Development. The Department of Housing and Urban 
Development will provide $22 million in Community Development Block Grants to support rural 
housing and economic development. Funding will be awarded through a competitive process for 
economic revitalization and community development initiatives in the Delta region.

Improving Public Works and Infrastructure. The Commerce Department will provide $10 
million tlirough targeted Economic Development Administration funding for public works and 
infrastructure grants. These grants require a state or local match, except in extremely distressed 
communities.

Increasing Funds for Transportation Improvements. The Transportation Department will 
provide a total of $69 million in funding targeted to the Delta Region, including:

$48 million for new bridge and highway infrastructure in the Delta, including $25 million 
specifically for 1-69 and the Great River Bridge;



S20 million in transit funds, consisting of $15 million from the Federal Transit Administration's 
Capital Investment Grants program for public transit buses and bus facilities to provide 
affordable transportation and $5 million from FTA's Access to Jobs and Reverse Commute 
Grants to promote vanpools, new bus routes, and other transportation alternatives; and 

SI million from Federal Highway Administration administrative funds for technical assistance, 
including training on Federal programs and developing a tourism marketing plan.

Supporting Rural Business. The Department of Agriculture will provide S6 million in funding to 
support rural businesses, including:

S4 million for the Intermediary Relending Program, which finances loans to intermediary 
borrowers who in turn re-lend the funds to rural businesses, community development 
corporations, and others for the purpose of improving rural economic opportunity - the $4 
million represents loan subsidy costs and would support a loan level of 58 million; and 

$2 million for Partnership Technical Assistance grants, to help under-served communities create 
strategic plans, better use USDA's rural development grant and loan programs, create jobs, 
improve the quality of life, and build strong, sustained economic growth. These grants will be 
run through the Rural Business Opportunity Grant Program.

Investine S22 Million in the People of the Delta Reeion:
Providing Training for Dislocated Workers. The Department of Labor will provide resources 
through the Dislocated Worker Employment and Training Program, which provides core services, 
intensive services, training and support to help dislocated workers return to work as quickly as 
possible. The Labor Department will partner with the Departments of Commerce, Housing and 
Urban Development, Transportation, Education, and Health and Human Services to support the 
Delta Regional Authority activities by providing as much as S5 million in dislocated worker grants 
for qualified applications from the seven States and 219 counties comprising the Mississippi Delta 
region.

Providing Technology Training for Teachers. The Education Department will provide $10 
million for a targeted demonstration project to provide technology training to middle school teachers 
in the seven-state Mississippi Delta region. Research suggests that middle school is an especially 
critical time for students to learn the technology-related skills they will need to succeed in today's 
economy. The program will use a "train-the-trainers" approach by training a small number of 
teachers from each school who can then be technology leaders, serve as resident experts, and assist 
other teachers in their schools or districts.

Increasing Access to Quality Health Services. The Department of Health and Human Services 
will provide $7 million through the Health Resources and Services Administration’s Rural Health 
Outreach program for grants to fund rural health clinics in the Mississippi Delta region. This request 
will fund up to 30 new Rural Health Outreach grants, and will support a wide range of services in the 
Delta Region including primary care, dental care, mental health services and emergency care. Each 
grant will require participation by a consortium of three or more providers, which will encourage the



development of shared services arrangements among providers and new networks of care in the 
Delta Region.



Delta Regional Authority

Request
The Administration requests $30 million to create the new Delta Regional Authority (DRA). 
The request includes;
• $25 million for area development such as distressed counties programs, physical 

infrastructure and job training;
• $4 million for technical and other assistance to participating State and local economic 

development entities;
• $1 million for salaries and expenses.

Legislation
DELTA REGIONAL AUTHORITY 

Salaries and Expenses

To establish the Delta Regional Authority and for necessary expenses to carry out its 
activities, $30,000,000, to remain available until expended.

Purpose
The Administration is committed to bringing economic prosperity to the Mississippi Delta region 
and other areas of the country which have not benefited from the Nation’s soaring economy.
The DRA will:
• direct its resoirrces to the Delta region;
• assist in directing resources of other federal agencies to the Delta region;
• focus on those counties with the greatest level of economic need (i.e., highest poverty and 

unemployment rates, and lowest per capita income);
• provide infrastructure and human resource investments;
• fill a substantial gap in the region’s ability to craft region-wide solutions to long-standing 

problems;
• foster close coordination between State and local officials and the Federal Govermnent;
• be modeled after other Federal-State economic development agencies.

Structure
The Federal Co-Chair of the DRA will be appointed by the President. The Governors of the 
seven member States will serve as members, and would elect one of these Governors as States’ 
Co-Chair. Applications for assistance must be submitted through the respective State member. 
No state needs to accept a project without its consent.

Regional Information
• The region is comprised of 219 counties and parishes in seven States: Arkansas, Illinois, 

Kentucky, Louisiana, Mississippi, Missouri, and Tennessee.
• Poverty remains at 175 percent of the national average and over half of the counties have had 

poverty rates over 20 percent for the past four decades.
• The per capital income is only 53 percent of the U.S. average in the Delta’s distressed 

communities.



FISCAL YEAR 2001

BUDGET ESTIMATE

DELTA REGIONAL AUTHORITY

March 2000



DELTA REGIONAL AUTHORITY

Salaries and Expenses

To establish the Delta Regional Authority and for necessary expenses to carry out 
its activities, $30,000,000, to remain available until expended.



FY 2001 BUDGET REQUEST

DELTA REGIONAL AUTHORITY

The Administration requests $30 million to create the new Delta Regional 
Authority (DRA) to assist the Mississippi Delta Region in providing the infrastructure 
and human resources investments needed to make prosperity a reality in the region. The 
DRA will direct its resources and assist in directing resources of other federal agencies to 
the Delta region, with a focus on those counties with the greatest level of economic need.

The Mississippi Delta Region is comprised of 219 counties and parishes in seven States: 
Arkansas, Illinois, Kentucky, Louisiana, Mississippi, Missouri, and Tennessee. The 
Administration is committed to bringing economic prosperity to the Mississippi Delta 
region and other areas of the country which have not benefitted from the Nation’s soaring 
economy. In the Delta region, poverty remains at 175 percent of the national average and 
over half of the counties have had poverty rates over 20 percent for the past four decades. 
The per capital income in the Delta’s distressed communities is only 53 percent of the 

U.S. average.

To address these problems, the budget proposes $159 million to increase economic 
opportunities in the Mississippi Delta region, including $30 million to create a new Delta 
Regional Authority (DRA) to bring the resources of a Federal-State partnership to 
promote economic growth in the region. This Authority will fill a substantial gap in the 
region’s ability to craft region-wide solutions to long-standing problemiS. The remaining 
$129 million will be funded from programs at the Departments of Housing and Urban 
Development, Commerce, Transportation, Agriculture, Labor, Education, and Health and 
Human Services.

The Delta Regional Authority’s funding will be targeted to the counties with the highest 
poverty and unemployment rates, and lowest per capita income. The request includes:

• $25 million for area development such as distressed counties 
programs, physical infrastructure and job training

• $4 million for technical and other assistance to participating 
State and local economic development entities

• SI million for salaries and expenses

The DRA will foster close coordination between State and local officials and the Federal 
Government, and it will be modeled after other Federal-State economic development 
agencies. The Federal Co-Chair of the DRA will be appointed by the President. The 
Governors of the seven member States will serve as members, and would elect one of 
these Governors as States’ Co-Chair.



AREA DEVELOPMENT
(S in thousands)

FY1999
Actual

FY 2000 
Estimate

Appropriation

FY 2001 
Request

25,000

Change 
from 2000

+ 25,000

Area Development includes funding for regional development initiatives. The Authority will 
develop requests for proposals from local Delta entities and begin review and award of such 
proposals in FY 2001.



S.\LARIES AND EXPENSES 
($ in thousands)

FY1999
Actual

FY 2000 
Estimate

Appropriation

FY 2001 
Request

1,000

Change 
from 2000

-1,000

The salaries and expenses budget request is S 1.0 million which provides for the costs of the 
Office of the Federal Co-Chair, the Alternate Federal Co-Chair, and immediate staff, and 
operating expenses of the Delta Regional Authority,

The budget assumes that presidential appointments for Federal Co-Chair and Alternate will be 
completed before mid-FY 2001, and all staff positions will be filled by the end of the fiscal 
year. The Federal Co-Chair’s staff is paid entirely by the Federal Government and assists in 
carrying out the Federal Co-Chair’s policies and responsibilities including working with other 
Federal agencies, the Congress, and the States, and budgeting and financial management of 
the Delta initiatives as delegated by the President.

The following table reflects only the Federal costs for the DR.A..

Salaries and Expenses 
(S in thousands)

FY 1999 
Actual

FY 2000 
Estimate

Office of Federal Co-Chair:

Personnel compensation
and benefits............

Travel and transportation. 
Supplies, materials, and

equipment..................
Other services.................

Total Program Level............

FY 2001 
Estimate

560
40

50
350

1,000

Change 
from 2000

+ 560 
+ 40

+ 50 
+ 350

+ 1,000



ASSISTANCE TO LOCAL ENTITIES
(S in thousands)

FY1999
Actual

FY 2000 
Estimate

FY 2001 
Request

Change 
from 2000

Appropriation 4,000 + 4,000

This includes funding for technical and other assistance to participating State and local 
economic development entities.



ASSOCIATED FUNDING BY OTHER AGENCIES

The Delta Regional Authority will foster close coordination between State and local officials 
and the Federal Government. The President’s Budget includes SI29 million in other agencies 
to increase economic opportunities in the Mississippi Delta Region by targeting economic 
development and investing in the people of the region.

Targeted economic development assistance: S107 million

• Department of Housing and Urban Development will provide S22 million in 
Community Development Block Grants to support mral housing and economic 
development. Funding will be awarded through a competitive process for economic 
revitalization and community development initiatives.

• Department of Commerce will provide S10 million through targeted Economic 
Development Administration funding for public works and infrastructure grants.

• Department of Transportation will provide S69 million, including $48 million for new 
bridge and highway infrastructure in the Delta (of which S25 million is specifically for 
1-69 and the Great River Bridge); $20 million in transit funds (of which $15 million is 
from the Federal Transit Administration’s Capital Investment Grants program for 
public transit buses and bus facilities to provide affordable transportation and $5 
million is from FTA’s Access to Jobs and Reverse Commute grants to promote 
vanpools, new bus routes, and other transportation alternatives for those transitioning 
from welfare to work); and $1 million from Federal Highway Administration 
administrative funds for technical assistance, including training on Federal programs 
and developing a tourism marketing plan.

• Department of Agriculture will provide $6 million to support rural businesses. The 
funding includes $2 million for Partnership Technical Assistance grants to help under- 
serv'ed communities create strategic plans, better use USDA’s rural development grant 
and loan programs, create jobs, improve the quality of life, and build strong, sustained 
economic growth. The grants will be administered through the Rural Business 
Opportunity Grant Program. USDA will provide $4 million for the Intermediary 
Relending Program which finances loans to intermediary borrowers who in turn re­
lend the funds to rural businesses, community development corporations, and others 
for the purpose of improving rural economic opportunity. These funds represent loan 
subsidy costs and would support a loan level of $8 million.

Investino; in the People of the Delta Region: $22 million

Department of Labor will provide as much as $5 million in grants through the 
Dislocated Worker Employment and Training Program, which provides core services, 
intensive services, training and support to help dislocated workers return to work as 
quickly as possible. Funding will be awarded through a competitive process upon



receipt of an acceptable proposal.

Department of Education will provide SIO million for a targeted demonstration project 
to provide technology training to middle school teachers in the Mississippi Delta 
Region. Research suggests that middle school is an especially critical time to learn the 
technology-related skills needed to succeed in today’s economy. The program will use 
a "train-the-trainers" approach by training a small number of teachers from each 
school who can then be technology leaders, serve as resident experts, and assist other 
teachers in their schools or districts.

Department of Health and Human Services will provide S7 million through the Health 
Resources and Services Administration’s Rural Health Outreach program for grants to 
fund rural health clinics in the Mississippi Delta Region. These funds will provide up 
to 30 new Rural Health Outreach grants, and will support a wide range of services in 
the Delta Region including primary care, mental health services and emergency care. 
Each grant will require participation by a consortium of three or more providers, 
which will encourage the development of shared services arrangements among 
providers and new networks of care in the Delta Region.



DELTA REGIONAL AUTHORITY

RESOURCE SUMMARY - STAFFING

FY 1999 FY2000 FY2001
Actual Estimate Estimate

Federal Co-Chair and Staff

Full-time permanent positions

Full-time equivalent



Bill Summary & Status http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-biii/bdquery/z?dl06;SN01622:@@@L&summ2=m&

Bill Summary & Status for the 106th Congress

NEW SEARCH | HOME | HELP

S.1622
Sponsor: Sen Lincoln, Blanche (introduced 9/22/1999)
Latest Major Action: 9/22/1999 Referred to Senate committee
Title: A bill to provide economic, planning, and coordination assistance needed for the development of the lower Mississippi 
River region.

Jump to: Titles, Status, Committees, Related Bill Details, Amendments, Cosponsors, Summary

TITLE(S): (italics indicate a title for a portion of a bill)

. SHORT TITLE(S) AS INTRODUCED:
Delta Regional Authority Act of 1999

. OFFICIAL TITLE AS INTRODUCED:
A bill to provide economic, planning, and coordination assistance needed for the development of the lower 
Mississippi River region.

STATUS: (color indicates Senate actions) (Floor Actions/Congressional Record Page References)

9/22/1999:
Read twice and referred to the Committee on Environment and Public Works.

COMMITTEE(S):

Committee/Subcommittee:
Senate Environment and Public Works

Activity:
Referral

RELATED BILL DETAILS: 

***NONE***

AMENDMENT(S):

***NONE***

COSPONSORS(6), ALPHABETICAL [followed by Cosponsors withdrawn]: (Sort: by date)

Sen Breaux, John B. - 9/22/1999 Sen Durbin, Richard J. - 9/22/1999
Sen Fitzgerald, Peter G. - 10/18/1999 Sen Frist, Bill - 9/22/1999
Sen Hutchinson, Y. Tim - 9/22/1999 Sen Landrieu, Mary L. - 9/22/1999

SUMMARY AS OF:
9/22/1999-Introduced.

Delta Regional Authority Act of 1999 - Amends the Consolidated Farm and Rural Development Act to establish the Delta 
Regional Authority to: (1) develop comprehensive and coordinated plans and programs, establish priorities, and approve 
grants for the economic development of the Mississippi Delta region (parts of Arkansas, Illinois, Kentucky, Louisiana, 
Mississippi, Missouri, and Tennessee surrounding such Delta); (2) provide for research, demonstration, investigation, 
assessment and evaluation of such region's assets and needs; (3) encourage the formation and capacity of local development 
districts and private investment in industrial, commercial, and other economic development projects; and (4) provide a forum 
for the consideration of problems and possible solutions of the region. Provides conflict-of-interest requirements with respect 
to Authority members, alternates, officers, and employees.

Authorizes the Authority to approve grants to States and public and private entities for projects to: (1) assist the region in 
obtaining necessary job training or employment-related education, leadership and civic development, and business 
development, especially entrepreneurship for such region; (2) provide special assistance to severely distressed and 
underdeveloped counties within such region; and (3) fund research, demonstration, evaluations, assessments, training
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programs, construction of necessary facilities, and the provision of technical assistance of and for the region. Provides the 
following priority for the use of grant funds: (1) basic infrastructure in distressed counties; (2) job-related infrastructure; (3) 
job training or employment-related education; (4) leadership and civic development; and (5) business development, with an 
emphasis on entrepreneurship.

Authorizes the Federal co- chairman of the Authority to use grant amounts as required Federal contributions to grant-in-aid 
programs for which the region is eligible but cannot supply the required matching share. Prohibits the Federal share of 
project costs for which assistance is provided under this title from exceeding 80 percent, and prohibits a grant period of more 
than three years.

Defines a "local development district" as a certified entity having a charter or authority that includes the economic 
development of counties or other parts of the region. Outlines certification requirements. Authorizes the Authority to make 
grants to such districts for administrative expenses.

Requires the Authority to: (1) annually designate distressed and economically strong counties, and isolated areas of distress, 
within the region; and (2) allocate at least 50 percent of the appropriations made available under this Act for programs and 
projects for the distressed counties. Prohibits (with an exception) such funds from being used within economically strong 
counties. Makes isolated areas of distress eligible for such assistance at the Authority's discretion.

Requires each State member of the Authority to submit a development plan for the area of the region represented by the 
member.

Outlines factors to be considered by the Authority in considering programs and projects for assistance under this Act and in 
establishing priorities among assistance requests.

Requires the Authority to review for approval any State or regional development plan submitted. Outlines plan approval 
requirements.

Directs the Authority to: (1) maintain appropriate records; and (2) annually prepare and submit to the President, for 
transmittal to Congress, a report on its activities.

Authorizes appropriations to the Authority to carry out this Act.
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H.R.2911
Sponsor: Rep Berry, Marion (introduced 9/22/1999)
Latest Major Action: 10/8/1999 Referred to House subcommittee
Title: To provide economic development assistance and the planning and coordination needed to assist in development of the 
lower Mississippi Delta region.

Jump to: Titles, Status, Committees, Related Bill Details, Amendments, Cosponsors, Sununary

TITLE(S): (italics indicate a title for a portion of a bill)

. SHORT TITLE(S) AS INTRODUCED:
Delta Regional Authority Act of 1999

. OFFICIAL TITLE AS INTRODUCED:
To provide economic development assistance and the planning and coordination needed to assist in development of 
the lower Mississippi Delta region.

STATUS: (color indicates Senate actions)

9/22/1999:
Referred to the House Committee on Banking and Financial Services. 
10/8/1999:

Referred to the Subcommittee on Housing and Community Opportunity.

COMMITTEE(S):

Committee/Subcommittee:
House Banking and Financial Services

Subcommittee on Housing and 
Community Opportunity

Activity:
Referral

Referral

RELATED BILL DETAILS: 

♦♦♦NONE***

AMENDMENT(S):

♦♦♦NONE***

COSPONSORS(19), ALPHABETICAL [followed by Cosponsors withdrawn]: (Sort: by date)

Rep Blunt, Roy - 5/3/2000
Rep Cooksey, John - 9/22/1999
Rep Dickey, Jay - 9/22/1999
Rep Ford, Harold, Jr. - 9/22/1999
Rep Gordon, Bart - 4/3/2000
Rep Jefferson, William J. - 9/22/1999
Rep Phelps, David D. - 10/6/1999
Rep Snyder, Vic - 9/22/1999
Rep Taylor, G. - 4/3/2000
Rep Underwood, Robert A. - 10/20/1999

Rep Bryant, Ed - 4/3/2000 
Rep Costello, Jerry F. - 9/22/1999 
Rep Emerson, Jo Ann - 10/6/1999 
Rep Gephardt, Richard A. - 9/22/1999 
Rep Hutchinson, Asa - 9/22/1999 
Rep John, Christopher - 9/22/1999 
Rep Shows, Ronnie - 3/1/2000 
Rep Tanner, John S. - 9/22/1999 
Rep Thompson, Bennie G. - 9/22/1999

SUMMARY AS OF:
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9/22/1999-Introduced.
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• Title II: Delta Programs
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• Part B: General Provisions
• Title III: Authorizations and Miscellaneous Provisions

Delta Regional Authority Act of 1999 - Requires public investments made in the Mississippi River Delta region (region) 
(parts of Arkansas, Illinois, Kentucky, Louisiana, Mississippi, Missouri, and Tennessee surrounding such Delta) to be 
concentrated in areas of significant and concentrated economic distress and where the impact on the region's poorest 
communities will be the greatest.

Title I: The Delta Regional Authority - Establishes the Delta Regional Authority to: (1) develop comprehensive and 
coordinated plans and programs, establish priorities, and approve grants for the economic development of the region; (2) 
provide for research, demonstration, investigation, assessment and evaluation of such region's assets and needs; (3) 
encourage the formation and capacity of local development districts and private investment in industrial, commercial, and 
other economic development projects; and (4) provide a forum for the consideration of problems and possible solutions of 
the region. Provides conflict-of-interest requirements with respect to Authority members, alternates, officers, and employees.

Title II: Delta Programs - Part A: Programs - Authorizes the Authority to approve grants to States and public and private 
entities for projects to: (1) assist the region in obtaining necessary job training or employment-related education, leadership 
and civic development, and business development, especially entrepreneurship for such region; (2) provide special assistance 
to severely distressed and underdeveloped counties within such region; and (3) fund research, demonstration, evaluations, 
and assessments of the region. Authorizes the Federal co-chairman of the Authority to use grant amounts as required Federal 
contributions to grant-in-aid programs for which the region is eligible but cannot supply the required matching share. 
Prohibits the Federal share of project costs for which assistance is provided under this title from exceeding 80 percent.

(Sec.203) Defines a "local development district" as a certified entity having a charter or authority that includes the economic 
development of counties or other parts of the region. Outlines certification requirements. Authorizes the Authority to make 
grants to such districts for administrative expenses.

(Sec. 204) Requires the Authority to: (1) annually designate distressed and economically strong counties within the region; 
and (2) allocate at least 50 percent of the appropriations made available under this Act for programs and projects for the 
distressed counties. Prohibits (with an exception) such funds from being used within economically strong counties.

Part B: General Provisions - Requires each State member of the Authority to submit a development plan for the area of that 
State within the region.

(Sec. 222) Outlines factors to be considered by the Authority in considering programs and projects for assistance under this 
Act and in establishing priorities among assistance requests.

(Sec. 223) Requires the Authority to review for approval any State or regional development plan submitted. Outlines plan 
approval requirements.

Title III: Authorizations and Miscellaneous Provisions - Authorizes appropriations to the Authority to carry out this Act.

(Sec. 303) Directs the Authority to: (1) maintain appropriate records; and (2) annually prepare and submit to the President, 
for transmittal to Congress, a report on its activities.
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THE WHITE HOUSE

Office of the Press Secretary 
(West Memphis, Arkansas)

For Immediate Release December 10, 1999

3:00 P.M. CST

REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT 
TO THE DELTA COMMUNITY

Civic Auditorium 
West Memphis, Arkansas

THE PRESIDENT; Thank you. Was she great, or what? Let's give her another hand.
She was unbelievable. That's great. (Applause.)

Well, to Dr. Glen Fenter and your board chairman, my longtime fiiend, Alex Coulter; and 
to Sandy and all the students fi-om the college and all the faculty members, thank you. Thank 
you for being exhibit A for the new economy in Eastern Arkansas.

Mayor Johnson, Judge Williams, Representative Jones, Representative Steele, I think I 
speak for all of us when I say we are delighted to be here. I want to thank Lt. Governor 
Rockefeller and the other people from state government who came over to be with us. I thank 
Secretary Riley for coming down with us and my longtime fiiend, Karl Willock, who I'll say a 
little more about in a minute - and Rodney Slater, who I'll say a little more about in a minute.

I also would like to this the White House staff who have heard me say now 5,000 times 
we have to do more for the Delta. My Deputy Chief of Staff, Maria Echaveste; Lynn Cutler;
Lisa Kountoupes - it is theie job to monitor everything the federal government does that might, 
in their wildest imagination, have a positive effect on Arkansas and the other states in the Delta. 
And I thank them.

But I want to say a special word of thanks to Senator Blanche Lambert Lincoln, and to 
Marion Berry, who, long before he was a Congressman, was the farmers' advocate in our 
administration in Washington, and long before he did that used to host all of us at the Gillette 
coon supper. (Laughter.) That's my ultimate trump card with every congressman or senator 
fi-om every other state in America who tells me they know more about rural America than I do. I



say, well, how many coon suppers have you been to? (Laughter.) I haven't lost an argument in 

seven years up there. (Laughter.)

You have absolutely no idea the amount of time and effort and the passion that these two 
people have put in to trying to help Eastern Arkansas and the Delta. You cannot imagine. They 
have been magnificent. I deal with members of Congress from all across America. I deal with 
people who are really good at what they do. There is nobody -- nobody who has done a better 
job standing up for the people they represent than Blanche Lambert Lincoln and Marion Berry. 
(Applause.)

I may have a little trouble getting through this speech today. First, I'm a little tired. I 
talked to Hillary last - about 1:00 a.m. last night, and we talked three times between 11 ;00 p.m. 
and 1:00 a.m. And she was kind of jealous that I was coming dovm here. And I want you to 
know she's doing great and I'm proud of her for what she's doing and my daughter is doing great.

I woke up early this morning and started thinking about what I wanted to say. It's a little 
harder now. I look out in this crowd, and I know half of you by your first names. There's old 
Bobby Glover sitting there, gave me the first contribution I got when I ran for attorney general in 
1976. You could have stopped this whole thing if you hadn't done that. (Laughter.)

Mary Louise Poindexter had me to the first revival of the Elaine Christmas parade. I've 
been colder in Elaine than any public official in the history of America. (Laughter.) We know 
East Arkansas - not we - that's not the royal "we," that's all of our crowd here. And we owe 
Eastern Arkansas. (Applause.) Rodney's roots are here. He did such a good job for you as a 
highway commissioner and at ASU, and he's been a superb Secretary of Transportation. Carl 
Whillock was the President of ASU, head of the co-ops. When Marion went home, he came to 
Washington - thought somebody ought to stick up for the ordinary farmers in the Department of 

Agriculture.

I see Ken Smith out there. I've had so many people here. You can't imagine how many 
people from Arkansas we've got working in Washington. It's sort of a subterranean plot. That's 
how we stayed in all these years - we had people that showed up and remembered who they 

were working for.

I was thinking about the first time I came to Crittenden County to John Gammon's wild 
game dinner when they were still meeting in that - (applause). That's before the dinner moved 
uptown when they were still meeting in a place that had a tin roof. And the first night, a woman 
got up, a young woman got up to sing, "If I Can Help Somebody," and the damdest rain came up 
you ever saw. And it was raining on that tin roof and it sounded like a musical background, and 

she was just beautiful.

Ness Sechrest reminded me that the first time I saw him I had to traipse all the way out to 
Horseshoe Lake and fish with him and do other sundry things that he thought were necessary to 
decide whether he should support me or not. (Laughter.) He's been making the same mistake for 
24 years now.



And I came here today to make another installment on the work we've been doing 
together for two decades. I'm very proud that I signed the bill when I was in my very first term 
as governor to create the vo-tech school here, and then in 19911 signed the bill that enabled you 
to convert it to a community college. And since I have been President, the enrollment at this 
college - the stories like Sandy's - the enrollment has increased by tenfold of accredited 
students - tenfold. And that's something you can be really proud of and it will make a 

difference.

I was thinking when I was coming over here today, all the time I spent in the '80s when 
the whole state, the whole country, this part of the country, was in trouble economically, trying 
to get plants to come in here and save the ones that are here. When I got reelected governor in 
'82,1 remember going up to - I think it was Pointsett County and they closed the Singer plant for 
the last time. I stood there and shook hands with 600 people when they walked off the job for 
the last time. That was right before I got inaugurated governor the second time. I had this 
emblazoned memory of all these people leaving their jobs for the last time.

I remember going all the way to Japan to try to get the Sanyo people not to close the plant 
in Forest City, and then working with all the folks in Brinkley and other places to help start this 
Wal Mart Buy American campaign, to get them to buy the TVs from Sanyo and shirts from 
Brinkley and first one thing then another.

I have a vivid memory of what you have been through and the struggles you had, and the 
struggles you continue to have. And we're here to try to fulfill our duty, not only to you, but to 
people like you throughout the country. I'm very grateful that I've had the chance to serve these 
last seven years. I'm grateful that we're ending the 20th century on a high note.

In February, we will have the longest economic expansion in the history of the eountry - 
already the longest peacetime expansion. In February, it will be longer than the one we had in 
World War II when we had to fully mobilize.

Since 1993, we've got over 20 million new jobs. We've got the lowest unemployment 
rate and welfare rolls in 30 years, the lowest poverty rates in 20 years, the lowest African 
American unemployment and poverty rates ever recorded since we kept separate figures for 
about three decades now.

We have the lowest unemployment rate for women in 40 years and the lowest poverty 
rate for single-parent households in 46 years in America. And I'm proud of that. (Applause.) 
But you couldn't prove it by some places in this country, because there are still people in places 
that have been totally left out of this remarkable upswing, and that's what we're here to say. 
(Applause.) All of you know that. Maybe they're too rural. Maybe they're too undereducated. 
Maybe they're too this, that or the other thing. Maybe their power is too expensive or the 

transportation is too distant.

I've been across America now, doing what I used to come over here and do county by 
county. I've been in the hills and hollows of Appalachia. I've been in Upstate New York which,



interestingly enough, will be 49th in job growth in this country of all the 50 states if it were a 

separate state.

I've been in rural Maine, where - it's a long way from everything. The state's 90 percent 
timberland. I've been on the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation in South Dakota, the home of the 
Lakota Sioux, the tribe of Crazy Horse, where the unemployment rate is 73 percent. So you can 
go to bed tonight thanking God for small favors.

I have seen these inner-city neighborhoods where every other store is still boarded up. 
And what I want to say to you is, if we, with this economy, in the absence of foreign threat or 
domestic crisis, can't bring free enterprise and opportunity to the people and places who have 
been left behind now, when will we ever get around to doing it? (Applause.)

We are determined to try to convince everybody in America that places like the Delta are 
the new markets for the 21st century. We sit aroimd in Washington all the time, and Mr. 
Greenspan sits over at the Federal Reserve all the time, and we have the same debate now - we 
say, we've already got the — in February we're going to have the longest economic expansion in 
history, and we didn't even have a war. How did it happen? Can we keep it going? How can we 
keep it going? How can we keep it going without inflation, because if we have inflation, then, to 
protect everybody else, they'll have to raise interest rates a lot and that will kill the recovery.

And I'll tell you one way to keep it going is to get money invested and jobs created and 
consumers created in the places that have been left behind. That's an inflation-free way to 
continue to grow the economy. So it is in the interest of every single American - in places like 
Nebraska where the unemployment rate is 2.4 percent statewide - it's in their interest for us to 
do what is necessary to bring opportunity to the people in places who have been left behind.
And if we don't do it now, we'll never get around to doing it.

So I want to look at this. Now, let's look at Crittenden County. In Crittenden County, 
unemployment has dropped from over 7 percent in '93 to 5 percent today, but it's much higher in 
the rest of eastern Arkansas than the nation as a whole. Wages are up in the Delta, but wages are 
still way below the national average. Infant mortality rates are better than they were, but they're 
still much, much higher than the national average.

Now, I want to thank all of you for stepping up to the challenge of trying to change all 
that. Before I came over here, I was over at the community college meeting with Dr. Fenter and 
a group of CEOs from some of America's largest transportation companies. They're working 
together to design a curriculum and to build a facility to train young people for good jobs in the 

transportation industry.

Now, these jobs pay good money and there is a shortage today, I learned at our meeting, 
of 80,000 jobs for entry-level truck drivers and other transportation jobs that would pay an 
average of $35,000 to $40,000 a year - entry-level jobs.



So what we want to do is train everybody in the Delta who wants one of these jobs here 
so that they can continue to live in the Delta. You have to travel three or four or five days a 
week, but you don't have to move away from here to get a Job. I mean, you all know you can 
move away from here and get a job, but you don't want to leave.

So this is the kind of thing that we should be doing. This is one of the most important 
transportation hubs in the country, and education and training is the key to providing these 

opportunities.

In August I was here in Helena, and we had kind of a listening session, and in September 
Secretary Slater had another meeting like that in West Memphis. In October we invited a 
delegation from here to meet with senior officials in the White House, and today we want to 
respond to that. First of all, to try to address the unacceptably high rates of poverty that still 
plague the region, I intend to propose in next year's budget more than $110 million to create and 
fund a new Delta Regional Authority, as recommended by Senator Lincoln and Representative 

Berry. (Applause.)

This will fund their legislation. It will provide funds for economic development and 
assistance from federal agencies to help improve the quality of life. It afready has a number of 
bipartisan co-sponsors from throughout the Delta, and I want to work with the Congress, and 
particularly with all the members from this region, to ensure that we get quick enactment of this 
legislation. This should not be a partisan issue. This is about economics. (Applause.)

Second, we're going to help rural communities again access the myriad of federal 
programs that already exist. Today I am signing a memorandum directing 14 federal agencies to 
provide comprehensive technical assistance to the region in a pilot program we're calling the 
Circuit Rider Project. You know, preachers and judges used to ride circuits and go from town to 
town. That's what the Agricultural Extension Service did for decades - seeing people one on 

one.

It is almost impossible for a little town to be able to afford — to find out what kinds of 
grants they could be eligible for in every conceivable federal agency, much less how to apply for 
them and get them. So we want to organize that effort and bring them to you.

I'd like to thank Wilbur Pier (phonetic) and the others at the Agriculture Department who 
have been involved in our rural economic development issues. I want to thank all the 
departments for agreeing to do this. We're going to get out there, be aggressive, and try to bring 
the benefits of the federal government that's already being paid for to the people who are paying, 
but not getting - and the Circuit Rider Project will work, I think. (Applause.)

Third, we're announcing the creation of a $16 million fund to provide resources to 
develop and improve rural health infrastructure in the seven counties served by the Arkansas 
Health Education Center, including Crittenden County - funds used to make loans to hospitals, 
clinics and health providers to help close the health care gaps that are also a problem here and a 

problem in attracting new investment.



Fourth, we're announcing an award of $1.2 million from the Economic Development 
Administration to the Blytheville-Gosnell Regional Airport Authority to create a 35,000 square 
foot mail sort facility out of one of the former hangars at Baker Air Force Base. (Applause.)
This will help create more than 350 new jobs. (Applause.) It will create more than 350 new jobs 

and protect some that are already there.

Finally, we're expanding trade opportunities in the region by opening a Commerce 
Department rural export office at Mid-South Community College to help East Arkansas 
businesses take advantages of export opportunities through E-Commerce. This is no idle thing.
I was out in Los Angeles the other day and I went to a training facility where a young man was 
in a program buying and selling things in South America, in Russia, and you wouldn t believe 
where else - in this poor inner-city neighborhood, he was making a living, he established a 
business identifying people in other countries that needed to buy things and identifying people in 
third countries who had them, and putting them together.

We can sell a lot of the things produced in East Arkansas all over the world if we have 
the right kind of networks. And one of the things that — we just had last week a conference at 
the White House, bringing in big executives in the communications business all over America to 
try to figure out how to close the so-called "digital divide," because if you look at the places 
where not only computer usage but Internet access is roughly as dense as telephone access, 
they're growing faster.

And one of the things that I am determined to do is to finish the job of getting all of our 
schools and libraries and hospitals connected to the Internet so that all of our kids will have 
access to that education information. But we need to make that available for adults, too, in 
commercial centers so that no part of the country is denied these economic opportunities.

I'll bet you there are people here - and I'll just give you one example - I'll bet there are 
people in this audience who have bought something off the web from e-Bay. Have you ever 
usede-Bay? I see some of you nodding. I'll tell you an interesting thing. I was out with the e- 
Bay people in California a couple weeks ago and they told me there are now 20,000 Americans, 
including many former welfare recipients, who are making a living on e-Bay. They don't work 
for e-Bay; they make a living buying and selling on e-Bay because it's basically America's 

trading mart now on the Internet.

It is very, very important that we bring the benefits of e-commerce to the poorest parts of 
America and to teach people how to use it. It's simple. It's getting increasingly user-fiiendly.
It's about gotten to where even I can figure it out. (Laughter.) And I think it is profoimdly 

important.

Finally, I want to ask you one thing that I want you to do for us - for me and for Senator 
Lincoln and for Congressman Berry. I'm trying to pass a couple of simple bills in Washington. I 
got two of them actually passed to provide some funds for my so-called New Market Initiative. 
But what I'm trying to do is to get money, tax credits and tax incentives basically so that I can 
say to anybody in American, we think you should have the same financial incentives to invest in



the poor areas of America that you now have to invest in the poor areas of Latin America, or 
Africa or Asia or any other part of the world. (Applause.)

Now, I hope and pray I'll be able to pass that this year. We have more bipartisan support 
for this endeavor than we've ever had before.

I went to Chicago the other night with the Speaker of the House. And we met with the 
two local members of Congress who were there. We had a great, joint meeting. And there is a 
chance we can just totally put this beyond politics. But if you think about it, sure there are some 
extra risks in going to an extremely rural area where the average education level may not be as 
high as it is in some other places. But it's not as great as the risk of going thousands of miles 

from home.

I'm not against asking Americans to help the people of Africa and Latin America and 
Asia. I'm all for them. We just passed through the Congress a bill forgiving the debt of some of 
the poorest countries in the world that can't pay it back anyway, and all we're doing is keeping 
them mired in poverty. We can't educate their kids or vaccinate them or do anything else, 
because they spend all their money paying interest on the debt, and they never make any 

headway. I'm all for that.

But I think we have areas in the country, as prosperous as we are now, and we still have 
areas as poor as some of our areas are, it is wrong not to give the same incentives to invest there, 
whether it is the Delta, or Appalachia, or the Indian reservations. ( Applause.) So I want you to 

help me do that.

I want you to help make sure every member of this congressional delegation votes for 
that legislation. I want you to help make sure anybody you can reach in Tennessee or 
Mississippi votes for that legislation, and I want you to tell people that the dignity of the job and 
of a thriving community has nothing to do with party politics. And every American ought to be 
entitled to it, and if we can't do it now, we will never get armmd to it, because we are more 
prosperous now than we have ever been. (Applause.)

We'll keep working at it every day to the last hour of the last day of our term. When I 
come home and set up my library and public policy center. I'll keep working at it some more. I'll 
always be doing this. I'll always be indebted to the Delta.

When I was a young college student and I used to drive back home from Washington, I 
used to take off a day every Christmas vacation and just drive to the Delta and ride around. I 
never knew I would be governor, much less president, and I was just fascinated with it. But I 
always promised myself if I could do anything about it, I would.

I never will forget the first time I ran for governor and I discovered how many 
communities over here had no water and sewer. And we tried to do something about it. I don't 
even know if I can tell this story - the most emotional moment I ever had in all the years I was 
in government in Arkansas occurred when I was running for reelection as governor in 1982.
And there was a big meeting in a barbecue joint in Forest City of all the black leaders in the 
Delta. And they were trying to decide whether they were going to be for me or not. I had just



gotten beat two years before, when I had the distinction of becoming the youngest former 
governor in American history, with very limited career prospects. (Laughter.) And no one in 
Arkansas had ever been governor and then defeated and then reelected again; it had never 
happened before.

So they were having this meeting, and an articulate young lawyer, whom I still know 
well, got up and said — I was there and one of my opponents had been there and he had left — so 
this young lawyer got up and said, you know. Governor Clinton was a good governor; we can't 
be for him, he's a loser. And we've got to win, we can't afford to lose. And he had a point. 
(Laughter.) I mean, I had lost and no one had ever been elected, defeated and reelected again.

I wouldn't be here today if this meeting turned out that way, in the Delta. I'm telling you, 
my whole life since then was riding on the outcome of what these 85 people in this barbecue 
joint were going to do.

Wilbur is smiling. He knows all this -1 don't know if I can tell this story. And you 
could feel the tone of the meeting go cold. And all of a sudden, this guy stands up in the back, 
named John Lee Wilson, who was the mayor of a little town called Haines, Arkansas ~ 150 
people. He's not alive anymore. I'd give the world and all if he were here today. John Lee was 
in jeans and a white tee-shirt. He wasn't a lawyer. He weighed about 300 potmds -- on his light 
days. (Laughter.) He had arms bigger around than my neck. And he said, the young lawyer 
might have had a point, but all he knew about this whole deal was that before I became governor 
the first time, sewage was running open in the streets of Haines and the children were sick. And 
after I had served, they weren't sick anymore.

And he said, if we don't stick with people who stick with us, what kind of people will we 
be. He said. Governor Clinton may be going down, but I'd rather go down with him than run off 
fi-om him. And they all - (applause.) And the room changed again. And the Delta stayed with 
me and the rest is history.

I owe you, and I owe the memory of John Lee Wilson, whom I revered and loved and 
remember to this day. And I'll do my best to be faithful. Thank you. (Applause.)

END 3;27P.M. CST
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HEADLINE: Lott cautions Delta Authority 

DATELINE; CLEV/EUAND, Miss.

BODY:

Senate Majority Leader Trent Lott aaid he favere an inibatfve to jump-atart the Mlsslaa^i Delta's 
economy, but warned the program could fell tf it were "eaten up with bureaucracy."

"I want to make sure it'a going to go to entitica that will make sure ife done honestly," Lott, R- 
Miss., told a crowd Tuesday at the Cleveland Ceunby Club.

"I want to draw them a line and show them where the Delta is. I alwaya thought K was pretty 
obvious: you come down off the hills, and it gets ftaL"

President Clinton's $30 million proposal for a Delta Regional Authority would be modeled on (he 
Appalachian Regional Commission, which serves 13 states and helps alleviate poverty and 
economic blight.

The proposed Delta authority would include parts of seven states: Mississippi, Arkansas, 
Louisiana, TennesBee, Missouri, Kentucky and Illinois.

Lott has neither endorsed nor announced his opposition to the White House proposal. During 
remarks Tuesday, he said "I'm certainly going to be willing to take a very close look at it. and be 
supportive where I can." ■

•■One of the things I learned years ago, once you say yns or no, you're hooked." Lott said. 'But if 
you work on a program and have influence on It. then wi *an you do make a decision It can make a 
real diffar^nce."
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Governors' Statements

Governor Bockabee
Republican. Arkanaatf

I Pillow-Thompson H

I've asked 12 ArkuiSBxa to serve op the Governor’s 
ArkvuiBS Delta Development InltUttva work group. This 
work group will Join key state agency 
directors and legislacora in recom­
mending legislation needed to address 
The social and economic needs of the 
Arkansas Delta. The main goal of the 
ADDI work group is to develop legisla­
tion for the 2001 legislative session 
that win improve the quality of life and 
eliminatB poverty in the 43 Arkansas 
counties that were part of the Lower 
Mississippi Delta Development Act.
The Delta region has enormous natutal 
lesouFces as well as a deep cultural 
heritage, TTic land in the Delta was 
once the most productive in the state 
because of abundant Umbei; water and 
other natural rBsoureca. Della residents have always feced 
Uie hardship of poverty with a strong work ethic and eternal 
hope. I'm committed to helping them gam liie tools needed 
to fUnhar improve education, health care, economic devel­
opment, housing and transportation. The aDDI work group 
will be the first state legislative effoEt addressing significam 
issues in the Delta, and It will be designed to complement 
federal indiatives.

The Della is net a rich area if your way of measudng things 
consists of looking at statiatiea on per capita income and 
median family income. But the region is rich in so maiqr other, 
mom important ways. It's an area whete families are still a 
vital part of the social fabric, a place where grandmoihen, 
grand&clwrs, aunts and uncles often are still dose by. It's an 
area where going u chuxdi on Sunday is still considered ihe 
tiatTn rather than the exception. It's second nature in the 
Delta for parents to leave work early to watch their children 
perform in school plays, play in the band or compeie on the 
football uam. It's not considered unusual to check on your 
neighbors there and pick up their mail and newspaptfs when 
they're out of town. People in the Delta have a strong sense of 
history, a sense of continuity, a sense of place.

Now, we must buQd on those strengths. IVe can't alter 
our past,. We can, however, set tlie stage for a prosperous 
future in the Delta. If chose of us in public service will 
provide the proper leadership. Delta residents will work 
together to puU themselves up in the national rankings. For 
too long, officeholders have been guilty of looking to r.he 
nejci olection raiiter ihaii the next generation. We must now 
look more than two or three years down the road. We must 
do dungs that will make one of the unhealthiesL populations

louse, Helena. AR

in the country one of the healthiest. We must also find ways 
bo attract hlgh-tcch, knowledge-based induetriss to the Delta 
and prapate our people for the kinds of jobs that Won't be 
leaving for soutli of the border: We must bring the Delta out 
of poverty and not just repeat the empty rhetoric Delta 

residents have grown tired of 
hearing. The problems of the Delta 
no longer can be Ignored by any 
American, no matter where he or she 
might live, Aloe of this will take time. 
Politicians like to be able to point to 
concrete accomplishments—build­
ings constructed, roads built—and 
some of these efforts might not be 
notdeed until today's Dejta children 
become healthy, contributing adults. 
What we must convince ourselv«a of 
is that a much better Delta is not 
beyond our reach. We have the 
ability to make changes that will 
allow us in our pld age to look back at 

this period and be able to ssy it was time well spent.

Governor Don Sundqnlst
Republican. Tennaasee

Economic development has always been one of my top prior­
ities, I welcome the opportunity to bring privaie industry 
and the communlQr together to wotk with our federal, state 
and local governments in the name of economic progress.

r have seen the progress such partnerships have afforded 
op country's Appalachian regbn and believe the same can 
happen in our Mississippi Delta. That is why I srupport legis­
lation to create the Delta Reglonsl Authority G3RA) in the 
seven states along the lower Mississippi JUver,

During Ror 12 years in Congress 1 leprescnted pordons of 
the Delta leQon in Tennoesee end as Governor I represent 
them alL 1 know firsthand rhe obstacles that prevent this 
region and its people from achieving their full potential. The 
special assistance that the DRA would offer la necessary for the 
legion to fully enter the mainscreacn ef the nation’s e'conainy.

The success of the Appalschian Segiotial Comnussion 
offers a wonderful model for the DRA. AS Governor; I have 
been Intimately involved in the Appalachian program and 
can attest that it has effectively brought together the fedaral. 
state, and local governments and the private sector. It\steail 
of (UcUtes team Washington, these parties have worked 
together to set up spending priorides and bring realistic 
prognma to our drizens.

Economically distressed counties in Appalachian 
Tennessee have decreased from 37 prior to the formation of
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U>e Appalachian Conimission lo 10 today. Incoma levels have 
mcreased from 68 perceni of the naiional average to over 81 
percent. Poverty feibs have been reduced by nioro than half.

'Die same oppoRiinitiea exist in the Delta reson, and the 
DBA can be instmmental in biingitig about meaningful chanffe.

In Tennessee, ABC funds have beep used to bring in 
industry as well as address fundamental quality-oMlfe iaaues. 
We have, for example, used ARC funds to bring municipsl 
water to rural populations that had for years reKed on 
drinking weuir firom wells and spriiigs eontaminated by 
agricuttiiral runoff We brought municipal sewage uervioe lo 
small towns where failed or deteriorated septic tanks seeped 
taw sewage onto the ground's surface. We coiutructed adult 
learning facjJitisB chat have taught marketable bIqIIb lo previ­
ously unskilled workers. We developed primary health care 
nidlities in areas where none existed.

These are but a few of the examples of how ARC frinds 
have been used in Tennessee. The Delta region of Tennessee 
deserves no less. 'Hie problwna that we have faced in 
Appalachia also exist in West Tennessee.

Of Tennessee's 21 Delta counties, seven would be classi- 
Sed as econorrucaliy distressed under the ARC criteria. 
There is significant unemplaymsnt and underemployment. 
Public infrastructure is inadequste to afford our eftieens an 
acceptable qualiiy of life or the means for economic growth, 
levels of health and educational attainment are below 
•"here they should be.

For these reasons, I offer mar support for the Delta 
Initiatives and the creation of the Della Regional Authority. 
It is my hope that we can work together to realize the 
enormous potential of the Delta and its people.

Gofenuir David Bonald Mnsgrnve
Dsmeerat. MUsMsippi

One Mississippi Delta writer speaks of the dirt road he 
saw from his grandmother's -window—a road he thought led 
to nowhere. Half a oentuiy later; we continue to struggle 
valiantly, BomBCimes desperately, to aee prosperity at the end 
of our Delta mads.

A critical need sdsts in the Delta for renewal and icvital- 
rzadem of the economic, physical and social environments. 
Beyond this, or perhaps more accureteljr stated, blanketing 
These efforts must be a renewal of the spirit, which allows us 
to build, u broaden and to bridge. In some w^; by aomc 
strand, we are each eorunected to the Delta. It la through that 
commonalitat we muat Cnd a-wav to share a newfound strength 
and a cuntagioiu determination that aays, “we can do* in the 
Delta, a strengrii that wm make no allowances for “we tried.'

much of our nation, indeed part of our State, has 
experienced growth over the last decade, many Delta 
ennununtties have riot participated fully in our newly found 
prosperity. By partnering with other states, and by working 
-with local leaders, we can create communlly-baBed develop-

vi''vy..V.

I Natchez bridge g boat

ment and tackle the toughest challenges fodng Delta 
counties Mdaji

Water sewer Issues. Housitrg. Roads. Transic. Child care. 
Education. Training. Job creation. Job reiaption. These are 
not the subjects for years after years of patchwork programs 
that provide otUy temporary fixes. And th^ are not the 
subjects for empty promisee and political rhetoric. Our 
people deserve long-term solucionB based on responsible, 
long-range planning.

To become eompetiave, we must develop cooptfation. 
To promote investment, we must demai«l accountability. To 
drive growth, we must work determinedly. Thin is not just 
about the Delta^his is about who we are and who v*e dare 
» become aa a nation. Working togethet; we can develop a 
toad map for the future of Mississippi that benefits all of us.

Gorernor M.J,'‘AOke’’Ibsteii Je 
Republican^ Leaisiana

As all of you are well aware, the lower Mississippi Delta 
conriimes to have the largaBt concentration of high 
unemployment and poverty- in the United States. TWs is 
unacceptable. The people of the Delta are a valuable 
resource. They have seen the Delta area change from an 
agricultural giant to an area of extremely high poverty and 
unemployment.

A plan of action Which has accouniability built into ii needs 
M be developed. It Is important that the governor of each 
state in the Delta has input Into the formation of this plan on 
behalf of the citizena of his state. Each state should have a 
Delta commission to help develop goals and strata© and to 
coordinsto with the other stateB for a regional approach to 
improving the quality of life for the residents of the Delta. 
Ch-snges In the entire Delta region must be monitored to 
determine if programs are working or not Without a coordi­
nated effort, it is likely that We vrill continue on the same path 
we hare followed for too many years without knowing until it 
is too late if we are making a difference.

Any organization selected to coordinate the activity of

PdwTlslMi, Pelts Maas 83
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the Delta should be located in the Delta region and not in 
Washington, ifit is to achieve the most beneficial results. 
We cannot accept che current conditions in the Delta, and 
a regional concept wfU be the most effectbre in imple­
menting change.

Govtemor Md Carnahan
DemdETat. Miaeauri

I appreciate the opportunity to highlight the issues 
affecting Southeast Missouri, as well as our meaningful 
efforta to improve the region's quality of life and economic 
vitality. Our initiatives toyrard building a mare prosperoua 
Southeast Missouri may serve as' ejcamples lor addressing 
the issues Impacting the Missiaaippi Delta region.

We have joined hands wish the coiTununities in Southeast 
Missouri to focus our eObits to address three mqior issues: 
education and adult literacy; economic and commuiiiv 
development; and agriculture.

Educmian and AdUll Utamey
Missouri's Outstanding Schools Act of lf)93 resulted in a 

new Fbundatton Program formula that improved the equity 
of funding among all school districts. In ihis school year 
alone, 55 school districts in 12 Southeasc Missouri counties 
will receive over 542 million more in basic state aid. Total 
funding for the program has increased by nearly fl billion 
since its inceptian.

Ihe Outstanding Schools Act also initiated Missouri’s A-i- 
Schools program. The program sets high standards for 
schools and ^eo young people the oppominiiy to earn a full 
scholarship to a Missouri cwtununiiy college or technical 
schooL Panicipating schools have lower dropout rates, 
improved academic achievement, better atcendance and 
fewer discipline problems, For many liimilies with limitod 
financial meaits in Southeast Missouri, the A+ Schools 
program may be the only oppommity for their chDdren to 
further their education beyond high schooL

Recognizing Southeast Missouri's need to boost 
literacy and improve basic academic skills, wo have been 
aggressive in promoting adult basic education prograins. In 
February, the D.S. Depaitmeni of Education recognized 
Cape Girardeau's Adult Basic Educstian program as one of 
the nation’s lop tan outstanding adult educaUen and literacy 
programs. This program serves nearly 1,400 people In a five- 
county region.

Econamie and Community Dayalopment

Over iho past seven yeew. the Missouri Department of 
Economic Development has invested more than S71 mlUloii 
in initiatives to help locate new and expanding buBineasea In 
Southeast Missouri and lo improve the critical infrastruccurB 
in che region’s communitieB. In addition to partneriiig with 
such firms as Procter and Gamble and Good Humer/Breyers

Ice Cream to expand the employment base in the region, our 
effcrts hwe included micro-enterprise initiatives designed to 
help small buiinesses grow and be more competitive. To 
help workers remain competidve in the marketplace, we 
have initiated skiU-based customized treinmg programs in 
coryunction with many of the region's employers.

Recognizing that neighborhood vitality is essencial to s 
communliy'B quality of life, Missouii is fostering state-local- 
fedsral partnerships to improve neighborhoods by rehabili- 
taiing homes and Improving infrastroctarB, such as water 
and waste water syatems. Our combined efforts are 
providing resources fop the development of affordable 
housing, the preservation of neighborhoods, and a greater 
emphasis on building now communily leadership.

Agriailtura

Until the world market becomes a level playing field for 
agricultural trade, We must help our fartners by g|vji^ 
them access to capital and resources ro produce and market 
their products,

Missouri has inidaied a ‘one-stop" center to help boost 
the state's fami economy. The establishment of the 
Agricultural Innovation Center within the Missouri 
Department of Agriculture will provide Informadon and as.qis- 
canee to help farmers implement new and innovative 
methods of radsing, processing, and marketing theirproducts.

1 have also called upon the legislature to increase stare 
funding to further implement value-added programs, inchjdiiig
loans, grants and tax credits that enable fiinnera to add value
to their taw commodities and earn more for their products.

Southeast Missouri is known for its fertile land which 
yields some of the mosc diverse agricultural products in the 
nwion. Seven of the cen top crop-producing counties in the 
state are located in the area. Southeast Mlsaouri family 
famecs are an admirably resilient and Innovative group. 
Given the right cools, they will survive and prosper,

■'Vhile significant strides have been made, there is still 
much wo^ to be done. 1 offer my support for the Mississippi 
Delta Initiativea. It is my hope that through our pannetahip 
we continue to improve the quality of life and economic 
vitality of the people and communicies in Southaast Missouri 
and the Mississippi Delta region.

Goveinor George H. ]^en
Hapubllcan. Illinaia

I would like to express my support for the Delta Regional 
Authority Act CSR1622, HR 2911).

This legislation establishes the Delia Regional Authority 
to serve me needs of the 219 counties situated within the 
Lower Mississippi Delta region. Illinois is home to Ifl 
counties within that region. All of the Delta counties, not 
just those in Illinois, have historically been underserved by 
critical Infieatrurture support, Industrial development,
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access to educatiolial opportvinitias and cjuali^ health care 
sendees. The Delta Botfonal Authority would assist in 
forming a cooperaiiva entity between the federal and abta 
governments, aimed toward providing much-needed 
resources and attention to this distressed area of the nation.

The federal programs and services Introduced as a result 
of the Delta Regional Authoriiy would Interact with current 
and future state agency in Illinois, 'nverefore, we
are working to develop our activiries in anticlpadon of this 
legislation's passage. I look forward to' continuing to vrark 
with the Presddent on this most important project.

Governor Fanl E. l^ttoR
Democrat,. Kantucky

As Governor of the Commopwealth of Kentucky, I 
strongly support tha mission of and lull Congressional 
funding for the Delta Regional Authorl^ as reoonunended 
by President Clinton. This and other Delta regional initia­
tives promise expanded economic cpportunity to individ­
uals and their cornmuzuties in the 21 Delta counties of 
Wascam Kentucl^.

The Delta region of (Centucky; like each state within the 
Lower Misalsaippi Delta region, has its own unique problems 
and opportunities. While the region overall lias experienced 
positive eeonomie growth, some areu have boon left behind. 
We must build upon our suceesaes in the Delta region tc 
ensure that all may enjoy the benefits of prosperity.

I envision the Delta Regional Authority as a partner to 
assist Kentucl^'s ongoing efforts to improve the capacity of 
our people and their communltlce to participate and 
succeed in the emerging global economy. The new economy 
provides opportunities for those who are prepared to 
compete, but presents obstacles for those who are not.

The needs Ibr developing Kentucky's human e«pit-al In 
this region span a lifetime. We must emphasize early child­
hood development, including early acceaa to health care and 
childcare, as well as eady childhood educadon. We must 
Increase our high school dropout prevention efforts and 
provide more vocation counseling for our future workforce. 
National research proves that the lack of a high school 
diploma greatly diminishes an individuars eainiiig potential 
and hsmpers the region's potential to attract long-term, high 
wage jobs, both of which are crucial elements of sustained 
economic developmenL Adult literacy and job training 
programs must be increased to assure chat every adult is 
ftmctionally literate and pOBseasec the knowledge and skilla 
necassaiy to suceessfolly participate in the wQrkplace. 
Finally; all of our clkisens—^young or old—must have access 
to an elective health care system.

To build stronger cornmunidea in the Delta region of 
Western Kentucky, we must invest more in local infrastruc­
ture. Many households in our Delta communiUeB are plagued 
by uns^ drlnUng water provided by failing systems, or do 
not have connections to waterlines in the f!m instance. 
Public health Is also threatened where sewer systems are 
irmdequate or neneaasunt. Very few coxtununiaea in die area 
have access to the Informadon Highway. Regional trans- 
porcacion priorities include impiaving important corridors 
such as U.S. 80, Great River Road CU.S. 61), and U.S. BS/Ky 
80. The future bodes well for Kentucky's Delta region to 
become a national crossroads as proposals for Interstates B9 
and 66 are discussed.

To address these vital iasuea affecting the Itves of people 
and communities In our Delta region, the Commonwealth of 
KentuclQT welcomes the opportunihr to Join with the other 
six Delta states as a full and active partner in support of the 
Delta Regional Authority and other important Delta 
economic initlarives.

Members of Congress
U,S. Benator BJamcIm XiRiiibert lineoln
Domeceot^ Arfcanaaa

As the United States fcmtifieB its woritforce to compete in 
a global economy, improving oppominities In the Uissisaippi 
Delta roglon must be among our top priorities. Anyone who 
has mveled along tho highways of Che South rcoognizos that 
poverty and a lack of Industrial opportunities have 
restrained the Delta in our nation’s endeavor to succeed.

The lower Mississippi Delta region, following the course 
of Che Misaisoippi River, stretches from southern Illinois to 
the Delta of the Missisaippi and the Gulf of Mexico. 
According to the latest Census figures, commuiuiiBS in the 
seven-state Delta region—^Dlinois, Missouri, KcntucliT’, 
Tennessee, Arkansas, Mississippi and Louisiana—fece a 
poverty rate of 22% While the National average is at 12%.

I have introduced legislation. The Delta Regional 
Authority Act C6-1622), to build on efforts begun mare than 
a decade ago when Congress created the Lower Missisaippi 
Delia. Development Commission. Under the leadership of 
former Arkansas Senator Dale Bumperu, the Commission 
was chsrged with studying the unique problems of the Delta 
rogfon and recommending a course of action. The 
Commission submitted hs Report, "jRealisin^ the Dream ... 
FidJUling the Potential," in 1990. The Chairman of the 
Commission, fbnyer Aricansas Governor Bill Clinton, called 
the Report a "handbook for acdon.”

The Report highlighted preblams fading the Delta, whose 
economy hse traditionally been based on. agriculture. The 
Report noted the Delta faced high unemployment, low levels 
of iiicome and education, welfare dependency, poor health 
care and. hausing, along with serious shortcomings in trans-
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PRESIDENT CLINTON & SPEAKER HASTERT ANNOUNCE BIPARTISAN AGREEMEN 
ON NEW MARKETS AND RENEWAL COMMUNITIES

May 23, 2000

Today, President Clinton will be joined by Speaker Dennis Hastert in announcing a bipartisan agreement on a 
New Markets and Community Renewal legislative initiative. This aimouncement is the outcome of the 
commitment President Clinton and Speaker Hastert made in Chicago last Nov. to develop a bipartisan 
legislative initiative on New Markets and revitalizing impoverished communities this year. This initiative will 
help encourage private sector equity investment in underserved communities throughout the country to ensure 
that all Americans share in our nation’s economic prosperity. The President’s New Markets Initiative was 
originally proposed in President Clinton and Vice-President Gore’s FY 2000 budget. President Clinton has 
highlighted the potential of the nation’s New Markets in three separate trips across America to underserved 
inner city and rural communities like Newark, NJ, Hartford, CT, the Mississippi Delta, Appalachia, and rural 
Arkansas, and the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation in S. Dakota.

THE KEY ELEMENTS OF THE AGREEMENT ARE:

NEW MARKETS INITIATIVES:
• The New Markets Tax Credit. Under this agreement, this credit will spur $ 15 billion in equity 
investment and will be available to taxpayers who invest in certain privately-managed investment funds and

institutions, which, in turn, use these funds to finance businesses in low- and moderate-income 
communities. The proposal would provide a 30-percent credit (in present-value terms) for investments 

in a wide range of investment vehicles. Eligible investment companies include community development 
banks and other CDFI’s, venture funds, and financial institutions such as the new investment company 

programs.

• America's Private Investment Companies (APICs). Just as America’s support for the Overseas Private 
Investment Corporation helps promote growth in emerging markets abroad, APIC will encourage private 
investment in this country’s untapped markets.

Leveraging $2 for every $1 in private investment, the agreement authorizes HUD to guarantee up to $1 
billion in low cost loans to match $500 million in private investment for a total of $1.5 billion in 
investments in underserved coimmmities.

• New Markets Venture Capital (NMVC) Firms. NMVC firms will provide incentives to increase the 
availability of venture capital in low and moderate-income communities for small businesses. Expert 
guidance will also be made available to small business entrepreneurs in irmer city and rural areas. Ten

to twenty NMVC firms are planned. The agreement authorizes the SB A to guarantee up to $150 million in 
loans that will match $100 million in private equity for a total of $250 million. SB A will also have the 
authority to make $30 million in operating assistance grants to match equivalent private commitments.



EMPOWERMENT ZONES:
• Expanded To 40 EZs & Strengthened EZs. President Clinton and Vice President Gore proposed and 

signed Empowerment Zone legislation in 1993 establishing 9 EZs across the country - today there are 
31 across America. This agreement:

• Designates a third round of 9 new Empowerment Zones (for a total of 40).
• Expands the Empowerment Zone tax incentives to form strategic partnership with all existing EZs so 
that all can utilize the 20% EZ wage credit, additional business expensing, and other incentives.
• Commits $200 million in discretionary investment this year for existing EZs.
• Establishes zero-rate capital gains rollover for investments within the EZ.
• A 60% capital gains exclusion for investment in small businesses.
• D.C. tax incentives would also be extended to 2009.

RENEWAL COMMUNITIES:
• The creation of 40 Renewal Communities (32 urban, 8 rural), designated by the U.S. Dept, of Housing 
and Urban Development with targeted, pro-growth tax benefits, regulatory relief,. The tax benefits of

Renewal Communities would address key hurdles facing small businesses when they are just getting 
started — raising capital and maintaining cash flow. Key incentives aimed at spurring investment in 
Renewal Communities include:

• Zero Capital Gains Rate on the sales of assets held for more than 5 years.
• Increased Expensing for Small Businesses (up to $35,000 more than in current law for equipment).
• 15% Employment Wage Credit (up to $ 10,000) for each worker.
• Commercial Revitalization deductions for taxpayers who rehabilitate or revitalize buildings in a
Renewal Community.

In addition, the New Market/Renewal Communities Agreement includes these 2 provisions:

• EXPANSION OF THE LOW INCOME HOUSING TAX CREDIT: To expand and improve the 
supply of available low-income housing, this agreement increases the Low-Income Housing Tax Credit by 
more than 40% to build an additional 180,000 units of affordable housing for working families over the next 
five years.

• ALLOWING FAITH-BASED ORGANIZATIONS TO QUALIFY FOR SUBSTANCE 
ABUSE FUNDING: The initiative allows faith-based substance abuse prevention and treatment 
programs to qualify for federal funds on the same basis as other non-profits consistent with the 1996 
Welfare Reform Act and the constitutional line between church and state.
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PRESIDENT CLINTON AND VICE PRESIDENT GORE:
Fostering Economic Development in the Mississippi Delta

President Clinton and Vice President Gore are committed to bringing economic prosperity to the 
Mississippi Delta region and other areas of the country which have not benefited from the Nation's soaring 
economy. In the Delta region, poverty remains at 175 percent of the national average and over half of the 
counties have had poverty rates over 20 percent for the past four decades. The per capita income in the 
Delta's distressed communities is only 53 percent of the U.S. average. To address these problems, the 
President’s budget proposes $159 million to increase economic opportunities in the Mississippi Delta 
region, including $30 million to create a new Delta Regional Authority to bring the resources of a Federal- 
State partnership to the fight for economic growth in the region. This partnership will help provide the 
infrastructure and job training needed to make prosperity a reality in the Delta.

Establishine a Delta Reeional Authority:
Targeting Distressed Areas. The Delta Regional Authority's funding will be targeted to the counties with 
the highest poverty and unemployment rates, and lowest per capita income. The DRA will include;
V $25 million for area development such as distressed counties programs, physical infrastructure and job 

training;
$3 million for assistance to participating state and local economic development entities; and 
$2 million for technical assistance and administrative expenses.

Fostering a Coordinated Effort. The Delta Regional Authority will foster close coordination between 
State and local officials and the federal government, led by the Federal Co-Chair appointed by the 
President. The Governors of the seven member States will serve as DRA members, with one Governor 
elected to serve as the States' Co-Chair. This can be accomplished through authorizing legislation that has 
been introduced in the House and Senate.

Providine $107 Million in Targeted Economic Development Assistance for the Delta Reeion:
Supporting Rural Housing and Economic Development. The Department of Housing and Urban 
Development will provide $22 million in Community Development Block Grants to support rural housing 
and economic development. Funding will be awarded through a competitive process for economic 
revitalization and community development initiatives in the Delta region.

Improving Public Works and Infrastructure. The Commerce Department will provide $10 million 
through targeted Economic Development Administration funding for public works and infrastructure grants. 
These grants require a state or local match, except in extremely distressed communities.

Increasing Funds for Transportation Improvements. The Transportation Department will provide a 
total of $69 million in funding targeted to the Delta Region, including;

$48 million for new bridge and highway infrastructure in the Delta, including $25 million specifically for I- 
69 and the Great River Bridge;

$20 million in transit funds, consisting of $15 million from the Federal Transit Administration's Capital 
Investment Grants program for public transit buses and bus facilities to provide affordable



transportation and $5 million from FTA's Access to Jobs and Reverse Commute Grants to promote 
vanpools, new bus routes, and other transportation alternatives; and 

$1 million from Federal Highway Administration administrative funds for technical assistance, including 
training on Federal programs and developing a tourism marketing plan.

Supporting Rural Business. The Department of Agriculture will provide $6 million in funding to support 
rural businesses, including:

$4 million for the Intermediary Relending Program, which finances loans to intermediary borrowers who 
in turn re-lend the funds to rural businesses, community development corporations, and others for the 
purpose of improving rural economic opportunity -- the $4 million represents loan subsidy costs and 
would support a loan level of $8 million; and

$2 million for Partnership Technical Assistance grants, to help under-served communities create strategic 
plans, better use USDA's rural development grant and loan programs, create jobs, improve the quality 
of life, and build strong, sustained economic growth. These grants will be run through the Rural 
Business Opportunity Grant Program.

Investing $22 Million in the People of the Delta Region:
Providing Training for Dislocated Workers. The Department of Labor will provide resources through 
the Dislocated Worker Employment and Training Program, which provides core services, intensive 
services, training and support to help dislocated workers return to work as quickly as possible. The Labor 
Department will partner with the Departments of Commerce, Housing and Urban Development, 
Transportation, Education, and Health and Human Services to support the Delta Regional Authority 
activities by providing as much as $5 million in dislocated worker grants for qualified applications from the 
seven States and 219 counties comprising the Mississippi Delta region.

Providing Technology Training for Teachers. The Education Department will provide $10 million for a 
targeted demonstration project to provide technology training to middle school teachers in the seven-state 
Mississippi Delta region. Research suggests that middle school is an especially critical time for students to 
learn the technology-related skills they will need to succeed in today's economy. The program will use a 
"train-the-trainers" approach by training a small number of teachers from each school who can then be 
technology leaders, serve as resident experts, and assist other teachers in their schools or districts.

Increasing Access to Quality Health Services. The Department of Health and Human Services will 
provide $7 million through the Health Resources and Services Administration’s Rural Health Outreach 
program for grants to fund rural health clinics in the Mississippi Delta region. This request will fund up to 30 
new Rural Health Outreach grants, and will support a wide range of services in the Delta Region including 
primary care, dental care, mental health services and emergency care. Each grant will require participation 
by a consortium of three or more providers, which will encourage the development of shared services 
arrangements among providers and new networks of care in the Delta Region.



DRA
HUD
DoC
DoT
USDA

DoL

DoEd

HHS

Delta Regional Authority and Associated Agency Funding 
2001 Pres Bud (S in millions)

Pres Bud 
(Request) House Committee House Floor Senate Committee Senate Floor Bill Comments

OL
30
22
10
69

6

3
0“

1
14
2

n/a
0

n/a
0
2

0
r«b

BA OL 
n/a
n/a
n/a
n/a

6 2

E/W No action on bill yet.
VA/HUD No action on bill in Senate.

CJS No action on bill yet.
Transp. No action on bill in Senate.

Ag In House, RCAP provided in Partnership
Technical Assistance Grants; no funds for IRP. In 
Senate, RCAP provided in Business Programs; 
full funds for IRP.

Labor/H Dislocated Worker Program received $ 1.589B
from Senate (same as 2000 enacted) and S1.382B 
from House (FY 2001 request: $1.77IB); Delta 
funding could come from within these amounts at 
Secretary’s discretion.

Labor/H Funding requested in new program which was not 
authorized nor funded in House Subcmte or 
Senate Cmte level. No mention of Delta funding 
in Bill report language.

Labor/H House Subcmte level provides $31M of $39M 
requested for Rural Health Outreach (RHO) 
grants; Delta funding could come from within 
these amounts at Secretary's discretion. Full 
funding provided for RHO program in Senate.

Total

“ Outlays are 2% ($.44M)
” Outlays are 25% ($.5M)

Outlays are 5% (S.25M)
** Funding uncertain — see comments
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Huckabee hopes for improvementB in Delta by next year

06/06/2000 __
Associated Press Newswixes
Copyright 2000. The Associated Press.- All Rights Reserved.

FORREST CITY, ^k. (AP) - Gov. Mke Huckabee said Tuesday he expects to see an improved
. =.~ti=g wift bu«.«, lcad«, „d oa.ers on h.^ to p,y

"We want to formulate policy and legislation based on what's working," Huckabee said after meetine 
^ih s^e 250 people TO discuss what can be done for the region. "We know we've got problems. ^ 
We re trying to move beyond this sittmg around congratulating ourselves for how much we care."

I^ckabw mrt vwth members of his Aik^as Delta Development Initiative Work Group and said

He said the groi^ will also:

reimbursements so health-care facilities find it advantageous to locate in

-Look at ways to improve the region's infiastructurc, including systems for safe drinking water.

Education was a primary concern of many at the meeting, and Huckabee said the localcolkges and ^hnic^ colleges can be vital In addition, he said, thH^e «^mSte thTschSl
djstncts are getting the resources they need to meet education s^dards. sure mat scnool

and medical research, increased Medicaid coverage and the creation of hcalth^ducation cenS.™ 

Huckabee said it was time to stop talking and start taking action.

S'ro'^x'sr.

b ■
7

6/7/2000 7:00 AM
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Huckabee to host Delta summit iu Forrest City 

06/03/2000
Associamd Press News«dres
Copyrighi 2000. The ^socialed Press. All Rights ResHved.

FORREST CITY, Aik. (AP) - Gov. Mike Huckabee is to host a summit Tuesday intended to lay the 
giDimd'work for legislation that could help the impoverished Mississippi River Delta region in 
Azkansas,

Huckabee said he will meet'at the Forrest City Civic Center with members of his Arkansas Delta 
Development Initiative Woik Group, state agency diieciors, legislators and anyone else who would 
like to come.

"The goal of the work group is not to produce yet another report Lot's be honest about something 
The folks in the Delta have had all the reports they need," Huckabee said. "The purpose of this group 
is to develop proposals for the 2001 legislative session that will improve the quality of life and 
eliminate poverty in this part of our state,"

Earlier this year, Huckabee appointed a dozen people to the Delta work group. In April, he presented 
West Memphis with a 5500,000 grant to establish die Delta Transporuiion Technology Center at 
Mid-South Community College.

President Clinton and Transportation Secretary Rodney Slater also expressed support for the coUeee 
during a December v^sit to Arkansas, But the federal government has yet to gram any money for the 
transportation school.

The govOTor has criticized Clinton for talking about helping the region but not acting quickly to do 
so, But Huckabee sard the state effort could complement any federal initiatives for the Delta.

Huckabee said the Arkansas legislation would focus both on short-term and long-term solutions.

"We must look more two or three years down the road." Huckabee said. "We must do tbmpc
that will make one of the unhealthiest populations in the country one of the healthiest. We must fed 
ways to attract high-tech, knowledge-based industries to the Delta and prepare people for the 
of jobs that wont be leaving for south of the border."

Copyright © 2000 Dow Jonas & Company, Jnc. AH Rights Raservaa.

7 of 7 6/7/200O 7-.00 am
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May 31, 2000, Wednesday, BC cyds

SECTION: State and Regional 

LENGTH! 215 words 

HEADLINE; Lott cautions Delta Authority 

DATELINE: CLEVELAND, Miss.

BODY:

Senate M^ortty Loeder Trent Lott said he favors an injiiattve te jumwtaft the Missfaarapi Deita's 
economy, but warned the program could fail if it were "eaten up with bureaucracy,"

“I want to make sure it’s going to go to entities that will make sure ifa done honestly " Lott R- 
Miss., told a crowd Tueaday at the Cleveland Country Club. '

"I want to draw them a line and show them where the Delta is. I always thought il was orettv 
obvious: you come down off the hills, and it gets flaL“

Presiifcnt Clinton's $30 million pmposai for a Delta Regional Authority would be modeled on the 
economic serves 13 states and helps alleviate poverty and

The proposed Delta authority would include parts of seven states: Mississippi, Arkansas 
Louisiana, TenneBsee, Missouri, Kentucky and Illinois.

Lott has neither endorsed nor announced his opposition to the White House proposal. Durino 
remarks Tuesday, he said "I'm oartainly going to be willing to take a very close look at it. and te 
supportive where I can." ■ ' ^

' j
"One of the things I learned yearn ago, once you say yns or no, you're hooked." Lott said. "But if

you work on a program and have influence on It, then wriian you do make a decision It can make a 
real Qinerenoe.
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Governors' Statement

Gcvernor Mike Hnctahee
Republican. ArkansaiT

I Pillpw-Thompson Housa

I've asked 12 Arkansaxis co serve on the (Jovcmor’s 
Arkwtsas Delta Development Inttlativa work group. This 
v'ork group vnll Jain key state agency 
directors and legislators in recom­
mending legislation needed to address 
the social amd econmnie needs of the 
Arkansas Delta. The main goal of the 
ADDI work group is to develop kgisla^ 
tion for the 2001 legialalive session 
bhat will improve the quality of life and 
eliminate poverty in the 42 Arkansas 
counties that were part of the Lower 
Mississippi Delta Development Act.
The Delta region has enormous nstutal 
resources us well as a deep cultural 
heritage. The land in the Delta was 
once the most productive in the state 
because of abundant timber water and 
other natural resources. Della residents have always faced 
tlie hsTtlship of poverty with a strong work ethic and eternal 
hope. I'm commitied to helping them gain Uie tools needed 
to further improve education, health care, economic devel­
opment, housing and transportation. The aDDI work group 
will be the first state legislative effort addressing significant 
isttues in the Delta, and it will be designed to complement 
federal initiatives.

The Della U not a rich area if your way of neosuiing things 
consists of looking st stazisticy on per capita income and 
median fknily Income. But the region is rich in so mai^ other, 
iTioro important ways. It's nn area whete families are still a 
vital part of the social fabric, a place where grandmothers, 
grand&thers, aunts and uncles often are still close fay. It's an 
area where going to church on Sunday is still considered liie 
norm rather than the exception. It's second nature in the 
DeltA for parents to leave work early to watch their children 
perform in schcKil plays, pl^ in the band or compeUi on the 
football la am. It's not considered unusual to check on your 
neighbors there and pick up their mail and newspapers when 
they're out of town. People in the Delta have a strong sense of 
history, a sense of continuity, a sense of place.

Now, we muat build on those strengths. fVe can’t alter 
gur pa.'St,, We can, however, set the stage for a prosperous 
future in the Delta. If ttiose of us in public service will 
provide the proper leadership, Delta residents will work 
together to pull themselves up in the national rankings. For 
too long, officeholders have been guilty of looking to the 
ne;ct aleCtion rather than Che next generation. We must now 
look more than two or three yonre down the road. Wo must

Helena. AR

do dungs that will make one of the unhealthiesl populations

in the country one of ths healchiesi. We must also find ways 
to attract high-tech, knondedge-hased Industries to the Delta 
and prepare our people for the kinds of jobs that Won't be 
leaving for soutli of the border: We must bring the Deha. out 
of poverty and not just repeat the empv rhetoric Delta 

residents have grown tired of 
hearing. The problems of the Delta 
no longer can be ignored by any 
American, no matter where he or she 
might live. Aloe of this will take time. 
Politicians like to be able to point to 
concrete accomplishments—buid- 
ings constructed, roads built—and 
some of these efforts might not be 
nodeed until today’s Delta children 
become heelchy, contributing adults. 
'What we must convince ourselves of 
is that a much better Delta is not 
beyond our reach. We have the 
ability to make changes that will 
allow us in our old age to look back at 

this period and be able to say it was time well spent.

Go?ernor Don Snadgnlct
Republican. Tenneuee

Economic development has always been one of rny top prior­
ities. I welcome the opportunity to bring private industry 
and the community together to work with out Wderal. state 
and local govetiunents in the name of economic progress.

I have seen the progress such partnerahips have afforded 
our country's Appalachian region Wd believe the same can 
happen in our Mississippi Delta. That is why I sfupport legis­
lation to ersats the Delta Regionel Autliority (PBAj in the 
seven states along the lower Mississippi Elver.

During rny 12 years in Congress 1 represented portions of 
the Delta region in Tehneasee and as Goveinor I represent 
them alL I laow firsthand the obstacles That prevent this 
region and iu people horn achieving their full potential. The 
special assistance that the DRA would offer is necessary for the 
region to fully enter the mainstrearn of the nation’s economy.

The success of the Appalschian Regional Commission 
offers a wonderful model for the DRA. AS Governor, I have 
been intimately involved in the Appalachian progr am and 
can attest that it has effectively brought togather Che federal, 
state, and local governments and the private sector. Instead 
of dictates frorn Washington, these parties have worked 
together to set up spending priorities and bring realistic 
pregrams to our citizens.

Economically distressed counties in Appalachian 
llinnessee have dtereBsod from. 37 prior to the formation of
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UiQ Appalacilian Conunission lo 10 today. Income levels have 
increased from 68 percent of the naiional average to over fll 
percent. Poverty rstes have been reduced by rtioro than half.

The same oppDri'unitiea exist in the Delta, region, and the 
DBA can be instnimentat in bringing about meaningful change.

In Tennessee, ABC funds have beep used to bring In 
industry as well as address fundamental quality^iMifa issues. 
Wa have, for example, used ARC funds to bring munidpsl 
water to rural populatiorw that had for years reh’ed on 
drinking wauir from wells and sputiitgs contaminated by 
agricultural runoff We brought munidpaJ sewage service to 
small towns where failed or deieriorated septic tanka seeped 
taw sewage onto the ground's surface. We constructed adult 
learhtng facilicieB chat have taught marketable skills lo prevl- 
6usly unskilled workers. We developed primary health care 
racUitiefi in areas where none existed.

“nioso are but a few of the examples of how ARC Ihnds 
have been used in Tennessee. The Delta region of Tennessee 
deserves no less. Hie problems that we have faced in 
Appalachia also exist in West Tennessee.

Of Tennessee's 21 Delta counties, seven would be 
5ed as econorrucaljy disiressed under the ARC criteria. 
There is significant unemployment end underemployment, 
Public inrrastnicture is inadequate to afford our cltiEons an 
acceptable quality of life or the means for economic growth, 
bevels of health and educational attainment are below 
where they should be.

Por these reasons, I offer roy support for Ihe Delta 
Initiatives and the creation of the Della RegloruU Authority. 
It is my hope that we can work together to realize the 
enormous potential of the Delta and ils people.

Goyemor David Rotnald Mnsgrove
Oamoerat. Mississippi

One Mississippi Delta writer speaks of the dirt road he 
saw from his grandmother's window—a road he thought led 
to nowhere. Half a cennuy latet; we continue to struggle 
valiantly, Bomecimes desperately, to see prosperity at the end 
of our Delta mads.

A critical need exists in the Delta for renewal and rcrital- 
izadon of the economic, physical and social environments. 
Beyond this, or perhaps more accurately stated,
These eflbns must be a renewal of the spirit, which allows us 
to build, CO broaden and to bridge. In some way, by aome 
strand, we are each eomected to the Delta. It is through that 
commonality, wc must find a to share a newfound strength
and a cuntagioua determlnarion that nays, “we can do'' in the 
Delta, a strengrJi ihat will make no aliowances for "we tried."

much of our nacion, indeed part of our Siate, has 
experienced growth over the last decade, many Delia 
communities Imue nut participated fully in our newly found 
prosperity. By pannering with other states, and by working 
with local leaders, we can create communlty-baaert develop-

Natchez bridge A boat

ment and tackle the too^esi chaUenges feeing Delia 
counties today

Water sewer Issues. Housing. Roads. Transit. Child care. 
Education. Training. Job creation. Job retention. These are 
not the subjects for years after years of patchwork programs 
that provide only temporary fixes. And thsy are not the 
subjeofi for empty promises and poUdcal rhetoric. Our 
people deserve long-term solinions based on responsible, 
long-range planning.

Tb becoine competiOve, we must develop cooperation. 
To promote investment, we must demand accountability. To 
drive growth, we must work determinedly. This is not just 
about the Delta—this is about who we are and who we dare 
to become as a nation. Working together, we can develop a 
read map for the future of Mississippi that benefits all of us.

Gorernor M.J. “jkDke" Fbstta; Je
Republican^ LeidsiBna

As all of you are well aware, the lower Misaissippi Delta 
continues lo have the largest concentration of high 
unemployment and poverty in the United States. This is 
unacceptable. The people of hha Delta are a valuable 
resource. They have seen the Delta area change from an 
agricultural giant to an area of extremaly high poverty and 
unemployment.

A plan of action Whichhas accouniabiliiy built into it needs 
TO be developed. It Is Important that the governor of each 
state in the Delta has input Into the formation of this plan on 
behalf of the ciiizena gf his state. Each state should ha«e a 
Delta commission to help develop goals and strategy and to 
coordinate with the other states for a regional approach to 
improving the quality of life for the residents of the Delta. 
Changes In the entire Delta region must be monitored to 
determine if programs are working or not. 'Without a coordi­
nated effort, it is likely that we 'will continue on iho same path 
wa have foUowed for too many yeare without knowing until it 
ia too late if we are making a difierence.

Any oigftnlzatioTi selecled to coordinate the activity of

bduTIslah, Pelts Meu 83
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the Delia should be located In the Delta region and not in 
Washington, if it is to achieve the most bensSolal results. 
We cannot accept the currant conditions in the Delta, and 
a regional concept will be the most eCfective in imple­
menting Change.

Governor Mel Carnaluui
Democrat. Miaaauri

1 appreciate the opportunity to highlight the issues 
affecting Southeast Missouri, as well as our meaningful 
efforts to improve the region's quality of life and economic 
vitality. Our initiatives toward building a more prosperous 
Southeast Missouri may serve as' examples for addressing 
the issues Impacting the Mississippi Delta region.

We have joined hands with the coinmuniiieB in Southeast 
Mis.souri to focus our efforts to address three mq|or issues: 
education and adult literacy; economic and communiiy 
development; and agriculture.

Eduemian and Adult Lite racy
Missouri's Outstanding Schools Act of 1EI93 resulted in a 

new Foundation Frogrem formula that improved the equity 
of funding among all school districts. In ihis school year 
alone, 55 school districts in 12 Southeast Missouri counties 
will receive over 542 million more in basic state aid. Total 
funding for the program has increased by nearly $1 billion 
since its inception.

The Outstanding Sehoob Act also initiated Missouri’s A-1- 
Schools program. The program sets high standards for 
schools and gives young people the oppommiiy to earn a fuU 
scholarship to a Missouri community college or teohrucal 
schooL Paziidpeting schools have Jourer dropout rates, 
improved academic achievement, better attendance and 
fewer discipline problems, for many fiimilies with limited 
financial means in Southeast Misaouri, the A+ Schools 
program may be the only opportunity for their chCdren to 
further their education beyond high schooL

Recognizing Southeast Miasouri's need to boost adult 
literacy and improve basic academic skiBs, we have been 
aggressive in promoting adult basic education programs. In 
February, the U.S. Department of Education recogniaed 
Cape Girardeau's Adult Basic Education program as ope of 
the nation’s lop ten ouiatanding adult education and literacy 
programs. This program serves nearly 1,400 people in a five- 
county ragion.

Economic enff Community Deyalopment
Over iho past seven years, the Missouri Department of 

Economic Development has invested more than S7l million 
in initiatives to help locsce new and expanding buBinesses In 
Southeast Missouri and Id improve the critical infrastruecure 
in Che region’s communities. In addition to partnering with 
such firms as Procter and Gamble and Good Humor/Breyers

Ice Cream to expand the employment base ijuhe region, our 
efforta have included micro-enterprise initiatives designed co 
help small businesses grow and be more coinpetitlve. To 
help workers remain competitive in the marketplace, we 
have Initiated skill-based customized trairung programs in 
Eoru'unetion with many of the region's employers.

Recognizing that neighborhood vitality is essential to & 
eommunliy'B quality of life, Missouri is fostering state-local- 
federal partnerships to irtiprove naighborhoods by rehabili- 
taiing homes and Improving infrastructure, such as water 
and waste water systems. Our combined efforts are 
providing resourcea for the development of affordable 
housing, the preservation of neighborhoods, and a greater 
emphasis on building new community leadership.

AgrleailUira
Until the world market becomes a level playing field for 

agricultural trade, we must help our farmers by giving 
them access to capital and resources ro produce and market 
their products,

Missouri has initiated a “one-stop" center to help boost 
the state's farm economy. The establishment of the 
Agricultural Innovation Center within the Missouri 
Depwiinent of Agriculture will provide informaSon and is.iis- 
tance to help farmers implement new and innovative 
methods of raising, processing, and marketing their products.

I have also called upon the Legislature to increase stats 
funding to further implement value-added programs, indudirig 
loans, grants and tax credits that enable fennera to add value 
to their raw commodities and earn more for their products.

Southeast Missouri is known for its fertile land which 
yields some of the most diverse agricultural products in the 
bation. Seven of the ten top crop-producing counties in the 
state are located in the area. Southeast Missouri femily 
famera are an admirably resment and UmovativB gmup. 
Given the right tools, they will aurvive and prosper.

■While significant strides have been mode, there is still 
much work to be done. 1 offer my support for the Mississippi 
Delta InitiatTveB. It is my hope that through our pamerahip 
vre will continue to improve the qualiqr of life and economic 
vitality of the people and communities in Southeast Missouri 
and the Mississippi Delta region.

Goyenutr Geoi^ge H. Bynii
Republican, lllinoie

I would like to express my support for the Delta Regional 
Authority Act CSR1622, HR 2911).

This legislattoh establishes the Delta Regional Aucfiariiy 
to serve the needs of the 218 counties situated within the 
Lower Mississippi Delta region. Illinois is homa to 16 
comities within that region. All of the Delta counties, not 
jurt those in Illimiis, have historically been undejrserved by 
critical Infrastructure support, Industrial devdopment,
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access to educational oppoctuzuties and quality health care 
sendees. The Delta Bogjonal Authority would assist in 
forming a coopeiraiiva entity between Che federal and atata 
governments, aimed toward providing much-needed 
resources and attention to this distressed area of the nation.

The fadarai progranu and semcee introduced as a result 
ol ihe Delta Regional Authority would interact with current 
and hicure state agency initiatives in Qlinoia. Therefore, we 
are working to develop our activicies in anCicipadon of this 
legislation's passage. I look forward to' continuing to work 
with the President on this most important project.

Governor Fan] E. I^tton
Democrat. Koniucky

As Governor of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, I 
strongly support the mission of and full Congressional 
hmding for the Delta Regional Authority as recommended 
by President Clinton. This and other Delta regional itdtla- 
tives promise expanded economic opportunity to Individ­
uals and tlieir communitieB in che 2,\ Delta counties of 
Western Kentucky.

The Delta region of Kentucky; like each state within the 
Lower Mississippi Delta region, has its own unique problents 
and opportunities. While Che region overall lias experienced 
positive economic growth, some areas have been left behind. 
We must build upon our successes in the Delta region to 
ensure chat all may enjoy the benefits of prosperity.

I envision the Delta Regional AuChorhy as a partner to 
assist Kentucl^'s ongoing efforts to improve the capacity of 
our people and their communities to participate and 
succeed in the emerging global economy. The new economy 
provides Opportunities for those who arc prepared to 
compete, but presents obstacles for those who are not.

The needs ft>r developing Kentucky’s human capital in 
this region span a lifetime. We must etnphnaize early child­
hood development, including early accesa to health care and 
childcare, as well as early childhood eduesdon. M/e must 
Increase our high school dropout prevention efforts and 
provide more vocation counseling for our future workforce. 
National research proves that the lack of a high school 
diploma greatly dimmishes an indivictuai'B earning potential 
and hampers che region's potential to attract long-term, high 
wage jobs, both of which are crucial elemcnta of sustained 
economic developmenL Adult literacy and job training 
programs must be increased to assure chat every adult is 
functionally liceraia and possesses the knowledge and sldUa 
neceasaiy to successfully participate in the workplace. 
Finally, all of our citisens—^young or old—must have access 
to an efCective health care system.

To build stronger communitieB In the Delta region of 
Western Kentucky, we must invest more in local infrastruc­
ture, Many households in our Delta communiUes are plagued 
by uns^ drinking water provided by failing systems, or do 
lUit have connections to waterlines in the first instance. 
Public health Is alao threatened where sewer Bystems are 
inadequate or noneadBient. Very few communities in the area 
have access to the Infbrmacian Highway. Regbnal trans- 
portation priorities include improving important corridors 
such as U.S. 80, Great River Road CU.S. 51), and U.S. BS/KV 
80. The future bodes well for Kentucky's Delta region t,o 
become a national crossroads as proposals for Interstates 69 
and 86 are discussed.

To address these vital issues affecting the lives of people 
and communities In our Delta region, the Commonwealth of 
Kwituclor welcomes the opportunity to Join with the other 
six Delta states as a full and active partner in support of the 
Delia Regional Authority and other Important Delta 
economic initiatives.

Members of Congress
U.S. SesAtor 'H1mikIu» Lajnliert Uncoln
Domoesat. Arkanaas

As the United States fpitifieB its workforce to compete in 
a global economy, improving opportunities In the Mississippi 
Delta region must be among our top priorities. Anyone who 
has treveled along the highways of the South reoogtiizQS that 
poverty and a lack of industrial opportunities have 
restrained the Delta in our nation’s endeavor to succeed.

The lower Mississippi Delta regioxu following the course 
of the Misaisaippi River, stretches from southern Illinois to 
the Delta of the Mississippi and the Gulf of Mexico. 
According to the latest Census figures, communities in the 
seven-state Delta region—'Illinois, Missouri, Kentucky, 
Tennessee, Arkansas, Mississippi and Louisiana—face a 
poverty rate of 22% While the National average is at 1294.

I have introduced legislation. The Delta Regional 
Authority Act CS-1622), to build on efforts begun mace than 
a decade ago when Congress created the Lower Missisaippt 
Delia Development Commission. Under the leadership of 
former Arkansas Senator Dale Bumpers, the Commission 
was charged with studying the unique problems of the Delta 
region and recommending a course of action. The 
Commission submitted ks Report, "Realising the Dream ... 
FulflUing the Potential," in 1990. The Chairman of the 
Commission, fbrryer Arkansas Governor Bill Clinton, called 
the Report a “handbook for acdon.''

The Report highlighted problems facing the Delta, whose 
economy has traditionally been based on. sgricultuie. The 
Report noted the Delta faced high unemploymetd, low levels 
of income and education, welfare dependency, poor healUi 
care and housing, along with serious shortcomings in trans-

DelUVblea, Pelts Vaieta 86



Irene Bueno
06/08/2000 05:55:20 PM Si

Record Type: Record

To: Maria Echaveste/WHO/EOP@EOP
cc: Lynn G. Cutler/WHO/EOP@EOP, Leslie Bernstein/WHO/EOP@EOP
Subject: Delta Initiative Mtg Request

I recommend that early next week you convene a small meeting to get an update on the Delta Initiative 
and to emphasize to key people - some of whom have not been involved with this initiative - the 
importance of getting the funding and authorization for it. I don't think this meeting needs to be long 
(15-20 minutes). Lisa K. thinks that this kind of meeting would be helpful. Lynn - I'm sure you agree 
too.

The two areas of concern is DOT funding and the getting the authority. Lisa K. thinks we can get the 
authority through one of 5 legislative vehicles - the most likely candidates are new markets, regular 
appropriations, or omnibus. The main problem is the $69 million for the DOT. The House provided 
nothing for the DOT proposal and the Senate is marking up on Tuesday 6/13 and DOT has just begun to 
start working on getting the funding. Martha and Kieffer attended a meeting last week but we don't think 
that they are focused on this and understand its importance. Attached for your information is a legislative 
strategy memo and a chart on the status of budget requests.

Attendees would include:
Sylvia 
Lisa K.
Martha 
Chuck Keiffer
Jack Vasso - DOT Budget person

Please let me know if you are okay with this recommendation. Thanks.
----------------------Forwarded by Irene Bueno/OPD/EOP on 06/07/2000 07:26 PM............... ..................

Adrienne C. Erbach 

06/07/2000 05:50:22 PM

Record Type: Record

To:

cc:

Irene Bueno/OPD/EOP@EOP, Lisa M. Kountoupes/WHO/EOP@EOP

Subject: draft leg strategy for the Delta

As promised, here are the strategy and the appropriations tracking documents. Let me know if you need 
any help or have any questions.



Delta strategy .wp

FY 2001 delta funding
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HUD
DoC
DoT
USDA

DoL

DoEd

HHS

Delta Regional Authority and Associated Agency Funding 
2001 Pres Bud ($ in millions)

Pres Bud 
(Request) House Committee House Floor Senate Committee Senate Floor Bill Comments

30

22
10
69^

6

3
0“

1
14
2

n/a
0

n/a
0
2

BA OL 
n/a 
n/a 
n/a 
n/a

6 2

E/W No action on bill yet.
VA/HUD No action on bill in Senate.

CJS No action on bill yet.
Transp. No action on bill in Senate.

Ag In House, RCAP provided in Partnership
Technical Assistance Grants; no funds for IRP. In 
Senate, RCAP provided in Business Programs; 
full funds for IRP.

Labor/H Dislocated Worker Program received $1.589B
from Senate (same as 2000 enacted) and S1.382B 
from House (FY 2001 request; $1.77IB); Delta 
funding could come from within these amounts at 
Secretary's discretion.

Labor/H Funding requested in new program which was not 
authorized nor funded in House Subcmte or 
Senate Cmte level. No mention of Delta funding 
in Bill report language.

Labor/H House Subcmte level provides $31M of $39M 
requested for Rural Health Outreach (RHO) 
grants; Delta funding could come from within 
these amounts at Secretary's discretion. Full 
funding provided for RHO program in Senate.

Total 159

“ Outlays are 2% (S.44M)
Outlays are 25% ($.5M)
Outlays are 5% ($.25M)

** Funding uncertain — see comments

j-MU PjUx. l^oaU



June 7, 2000 (5:35PM)

Delta Initiative Legislative Strategy

Action Items:

Talk to Senator Byrd - Mathews ? At the meeting w/ Senator Reid, the Senator’s staff 
indicated that Senator Byrd would be (is?) opposed primarily because he is concerned 
that the Delta Regional Authority would compete with the ARC for funding. This is 
primarily an issue if the DRA funding is included in the Energy and Water bill (see third 
bullet). (DOT is going to ask Jesse White (ARC) to call Senator Byrd to express support 
for the DRA)

Follow-up on the Denali Commission/Delta Regional Authority discussion with 
Senator Stevens - Kieffer.

Talk to Senator Stevens about housing the Delta Regional Authority in the VA/HUD 
bill rather than Energy and Water - Kieffer. There may be more success finding 
funding for the DRA in the VA/HUD bill.

Talk to Senator Bond about championing the DRA in the VA/HUD subcommittee -
Kieffer. Because Missouri counties are included in the Delta, it is possible that Senator 
Bond would be interested in supporting the DRA. (Note: if this happens, it could 
increase the opportunity to get some of the $22 million HUD funding.)

Link the New Markets legislation with the authorizing legislation for the Delta 
Regional Authority - Chuck Brain/WHLA. On the House side, this appears to be 
possible and it could provide the vehicle to allow for the DRA authorization to be passed. 
However, it is unclear what the Senate politics on this are.

Conference Call with DOT - Kountoupes, Deich, Cutler, Erbach. Secretary Slater 
talked to Senator Lott about the earmarks for DOT funding in the Delta. The conference 
call (scheduled Tuesday (6/6)) is to find out what the Senator said, and to discuss further 
actions to be taken by DOT (WH?).
Outcome:

DOT to produce 2 impact papers for infrastructure and job access funding.
DOT to talk to Lott’s Leg. Director and Senator Shelby (appropriations chair)

Meeting w/ DOT regarding Delta Regional Authority (June 7) - Kountoupes, Deich, 
Cutler, Erbach.
Outcome:

Secretary Slater to call Senator Byrd re: transportation funding ($69 million)
DOT to ask Delta members to get Dear Colleague letters drafted and distributed in 
support of the DRA and specific agency earmarks



DOT to talk to key Senators before Friday’s subcommittee mark-up of 
Transportation bill.

Interagency meeting to develop plans for pursuing other Delta earmarks - Cutler, 
Kountoupes, Erbach.

Interagency Legislative Conference Call - Kountoupes. To discuss other earmarks.

Meeting with Hill Staff - Kountoupes, Cutler, Erbach. Briefing to develop a strategy for 
raising visibility of funding issues in Congress.



PRESIDENT CLINTON AND VICE PRESIDENT GORE:
Fostering Economic Development in the Mississippi Delta

President Clinton and Vice President Gore are committed to bringing economic prosperity to the 
Mississippi Delta region and other areas of the country which have not benefited from the Nation's soaring 
economy. In the Delta region, poverty remains at 175 percent of the national average and over half of the 
counties have had poverty rates over 20 percent for the past four decades. The per capita income in the 
Delta's distressed communities is only 53 percent of the U.S. average. To address these problems, the 
President’s budget proposes $159 million to increase economic opportunities in the Mississippi Delta 
region, including $30 million to create a new Delta Regional Authority to bring the resources of a Federal- 
State partnership to the fight for economic growth in the region. This partnership will help provide the 
infrastructure and job training needed to make prosperity a reality in the Delta.

Establishins a Delta Regional Authority:
Targeting Distressed Areas. The Delta Regional Authority's funding will be targeted to the counties with 
the highest poverty and unemployment rates, and lowest per capita income. The DRA will include:

$25 million for area development such as distressed counties programs, physical infrastructure and job 
training;
$3 million for assistance to participating state and local economic development entities; and 
$2 million for technical assistance and administrative expenses.

Fostering a Coordinated Effort. The Delta Regional Authority will foster close coordination between 
State and local officials and the federal government, led by the Federal Co-Chair appointed by the 
President. The Governors of the seven member States will serve as DRA members, with one Governor 
elected to serve as the States' Co-Chair. This can be accomplished through authorizing legislation that has 
been introduced in the House and Senate.

Providine $107 Million in Tareeted Economic Development Assistance for the Delta Region:
Supporting Rural Housing and Economic Development. The Department of Housing and Urban 
Development will provide $22 million in Community Development Block Grants to support rural housing 
and economic development. Funding will be awarded through a competitive process for economic 
revitalization and community development initiatives in the Delta region.

Improving Public Works and Infrastructure. The Commerce Department will provide $10 million 
through targeted Economic Development Administration funding for public works and infrastructure grants. 
These grants require a state or local match, except in extremely distressed communities.

Increasing Funds for Transportation Improvements. The Transportation Department will provide a 
total of $69 million in funding targeted to the Delta Region, including:

$48 million for new bridge and highway infrastructure in the Delta, including $25 million specifically for I- 
69 and the Great River Bridge;

$20 million in transit funds, consisting of $15 million from the Federal Transit Administration's Capital 
Investment Grants program for public transit buses and bus facilities to provide affordable



transportation and $5 million from FTA's Access to Jobs and Reverse Commute Grants to promote 
vanpools, new bus routes, and other transportation alternatives; and

$1 million from Federal Highway Administration administrative funds for technical assistance, including 
training on Federal programs and developing a tourism marketing plan.

Supporting Rural Business. The Department of Agriculture will provide $6 million in funding to support 
rural businesses, including:

$4 million for the Intermediary Relending Program, which finances loans to intermediary borrowers who 
in turn re-lend the funds to rural businesses, community development corporations, and others for the 
purpose of improving rural economic opportunity - the $4 million represents loan subsidy costs and 
would support a loan level of $8 million; and

$2 million for Partnership Technical Assistance grants, to help under-served communities create strategic 
plans, better use USDA's rural development grant and loan programs, create jobs, improve the quality 
of life, and build strong, sustained economic growth. These grants will be run through the Rural 
Business Opportunity Grant Program.

Investing $22 Million in the People of the Delta Region:
Providing Training for Dislocated Workers. The Department of Labor will provide resources through 
the Dislocated Worker Employment and Training Program, which provides core services, intensive 
services, training and support to help dislocated workers return to work as quickly as possible. The Labor 
Department will partner with the Departments of Commerce, Housing and Urban Development, 
Transportation, Education, and Health and Human Services to support the Delta Regional Authority 
activities by providing as much as $5 million in dislocated worker grants for qualified applications from the 
seven States and 219 counties comprising the Mississippi Delta region.

Providing Technology Training for Teachers. The Education Department will provide $10 million for a 
targeted demonstration project to provide technology training to middle school teachers in the seven-state 
Mississippi Delta region. Research suggests that middle school is an especially critical time for students to 
learn the technology-related skills they will need to succeed in today's economy. The program will use a 
"train-the-trainers" approach by training a small number of teachers from each school who can then be 
technology leaders, serve as resident experts, and assist other teachers in their schools or districts.

Increasing Access to Quality Health Services. The Department of Health and Human Services will 
provide $7 million through the Health Resources and Services Administration’s Rural Health Outreach 
program for grants to fund rural health clinics in the Mississippi Delta region. This request will fund up to 30 
new Rural Health Outreach grants, and will support a wide range of services in the Delta Region including 
primary care, dental care, mental health services and emergency care. Each grant will require participation 
by a consortium of three or more providers, which will encourage the development of shared services 
arrangements among providers and new networks of care in the Delta Region.



Draft 05/09/00 9:00pm 
Heather Hurlburt

PRESIDENT WILLIAM J. CLINTON 
REMARKS TO DELTA VISION, DELTA VOICES 

CRYSTAL GATEWAY MARRIOTT 
ARLINGTON, VA 

May 10, 2000

Acknowledgements: Thank Conn Davis for that introduction. Conn’s an impressive 
young man - and in addition to being a football standout, an Eagle Scout, and a member of 
Boy’s Nation, he plays trombone in his school jazz band. I also want to thank all the members of 
my Administration who are here, especially those who came up from the Delta and never forgot 
it. Secretary Slater, thank you for your lifetime of work for the Delta, and for your leadership in 
organizing this conference. Secretaries Herman, Babbit, Glickman, and Riley; EPA 
Administrator Carol Browner; FCC Chairman Bill Kennard; Janice LaChance of 0PM.
Governor Musgrove of Mississippi. And a special hello to the hundreds of people watching from 
the Delta by satellite, helping us make sure this is the largest gathering on the Delta ever held.

It has been my great honor to be involved with the Mississippi Delta and its people just 
about all my life. When I was a young college student, I used to take a day every Christmas 
vacation to drive to the Delta and just ride around. I never knew I would be governor, much less 
President. But I was just fascinated with the place, and I promised myself that if I could ever do 
anything about it, I would.

The Delta has that kind of hold on people - on those who call it home, and those who just 
come to visit and fall under its spell. We’ve all devoted years of our lives to making the promise 
and problems of the Delta better known in our own country and around the world. Quite a few of 
us here today worked together ten years ago on the Lower Mississippi Delta Development 
Commission I chaired. We said then that our challenge and responsibility as a nation was “to 
make the people of the Delta full partners in America’s future.”

That’s why we’re here today. This conference is the culmination of ten years of effort - 
and we have some real progress to show — but it also marks our rededication to the effort to build 
a strong, prosperous Delta region for a new century. And I’m here today to pledge that the 
federal government will be in the forefront of that effort, working with the people of the Delta; 
and that I personally will be working on these issues until the day I leave office and for the rest 
of my life afterwards.

For the last seven years, as President, I’ve worked with you to honor our commitment to 
the Delta. We have brought the full force of our government to bear on Delta challenges. 24 
federal agencies got together to help Rodney Slater run the federal task force on the Delta, and 
put together this report, a worthy successor to what we did ten years ago. It’s given us all a 
chance to look back a decade, and to look forward at the challenges and opportunities ahead.



We’ve made important progress toward the goals we set ten years ago - beginning with 
putting our national economy back on track. We now have 3.9 percent unemployment - the 
lowest in thirty years. We’ve created 21 million new jobs. We’ve put in place policies that help 
hard-pressed working families in the Delta and elsewhere - expanding the Earned Income Tax 
Credit and helping bring the wonders of the Internet into schools with our E-rate initiative.

Let me tell you one story about the E-rate. In 1995, Conn Davis’s school district in East 
Prairie had 24 computers for 1100 students. The E-rate helped them acquire 350 computers. 
They’re teaching kids and they’re using Federal funds to give adult computer classes. By June, 
the E-rate will have brought $4 billion in technology funds to the 7 Delta states - and helped 
thousands of people help themselves.

There’s been real change in the daily lives of millions of Delta residents. Since our 1990 
report, more than 10,000 Delta residents got phone service for the first time. We’re helping 
reduce class size and raise test scores in elementary schools across the region. We’ve made 
major improvements in river navigation and port services along the Mississippi, and invested 
hundreds of millions of dollars in highway and airport upgrades. We’ve invested more than $10 
million in Enterprise Zones and Empowerment Communities throughout the Delta - and they’ve 
leveraged ten times that much from local and private sources.

I’ve also reached out across party lines and to the private sector to help spread economic 
opportunities in the Delta and other places that are not yet sharing in our booming growth. Our 
New Markets Initiative has brought new sources of credit and expertise, along with top-flight 
business leaders, to places like Hermitage, Arkansas and Clarksdale, Mississippi. And it’s 
brought results like the private-sector Enterprise Corporation of the Delta, which has created 
more than 5200 jobs and helped support more than 600 local businesses.

Unemployment has fallen across the Delta, from 7.5 percent in 1993 to 4.2 percent last 
December. And the Delta counties in Mississippi created jobs 13 percent faster than the national 
average. But Delta unemployment is still higher than the nation as a whole. Wages and home 
ownership are up in the Delta, but they’re still below the national level. And while we’re gaining 
ground against poverty and infant mortality in the Delta, they remain much too high.

We’re here today because we know that statistics don’t tell the whole story... because 
there are still towns without proper sewage systems and kids sick from pollution or 
malnutrition... because the Delta is home to millions of Americans who are still seeking the 
opportunity to live their dreams and build for their children a future that is better than the past. 
And we’re here because it is in our national interest to help them do it.

There is no reason on earth for the Delta to be left behind as our national economy surges 
forward. We are in the midst of a technology revolution that can help lift more people out of 
poverty more quickly than ever before, and extend opportunity to people everywhere. Just as the 
Mississippi River has been a vital trade route for centuries, today the Mississippi Delta should be 
a major hub on the trade routes of the Information Age.



But if there’s one central message we should draw from the last decade, it is that we’ve 
got to look at the Delta region as a whole - and understand it as more than the sum of its parts. 
That is why I’ve asked Congress to create a Delta Regional Authority with $110 million to invest 
in the economic future of the Mississippi Delta next year. I want to thank Senator Blanche 
Lambert Lincoln and Representative Marion Berry for sponsoring the bill in Congress, and 
Senator Bill Frist for his strong support. We have a number of bipartisan co-sponsors from 
across the Delta and I hope, working with them, that we can bring the Authority to life this year. 
We know that the Appalachian Regional Commission has made a real difference there - let’s use 
what works to make a difference in the Delta.

Today we’re announcing new government support for the Delta in three broad areas: 
attracting new business and economic development; investing in basic infrastructure; and 
building strong, healthy communities. You’ve already heard from the Vice President about our 
major new proposals for economic development: loans and grants for small business, training, 
community technology centers, financial institutions and tourism. That is an important package.

But to help the Delta prosper in the Information Age, we’ve got to bring its basic 
infrastructure into the 2P‘ century. We’ve still got communities in the Delta that don’t have a 
reliable source of safe drinking water... communities with systems too fragile to support industry 
of any size. Today, I’m announcing $30 million in grants and loans to help 19 communities 
improve their water supplies. The Department of Commerce has also issued new grants for road 
and water projects that will help promote industrial development in four communities.

Bricks and mortar alone don’t build a successful community. One of the Delta’s most 
attractive qualities can’t be measured in feasibility studies or economic reports. The Delta is a 
good place to live... a place where you know your neighbors, where family and community are 
the center of life. We need to make those communities strong and healthy, and make them 
places that young people like Conn Davis will stay to work and raise their own children.

We’re helping make Delta communities safer by expanding community policing through 
our COPS program. Today I’m announcing our two newest COPS grantees - Helena, Arkansas 
and Greenwood, Louisiana. We’re also supporting environmental education and 
environmentally-sound farming; we’re helping more Delta residents build and buy their own 
homes; and we’re funding a new public-private partnership to provide regional planning 
information that much of the Delta has never had.

I am proud of the new resources we are bringing to the Delta, but I know that its most 
vital resources are ones its people have always had - strong and determined spirits... 
commitment to God and family... and pride in the richness of a Delta heritage. You’ve given 
America the classic blues of Muddy Waters and BB King.. .the soaring gospel of Mahalia 
Jackson.. .the timeless words of Richard Wright and Eudora Welty. You’ve given America the 
spirit that William Faulkner summed up as “love and honor and pity and pride and compassion 
and sacrifice;” and with it, the belief that “man will not merely endure: he will prevail.”

The Delta people, as we wrote in our first report in 1990, are a people who prefer hope



over despair. We are here today to pledge that together we will forge an American future with 

the Delta at its heart.

Thank you.



Marjorie Tarmey
06/01/2000 11:04:03 AM

Record Type: Record

To: Irene Bueno/OPD/EOP@EOP

Subject: Re: Delta meeting 

I think that you should also go to this meeting
--------------------------- Forwarded by Marjorie Tarmey/WHO/EOP on 06/01/2000 11:03 AM •

Adrienne C. Erbach 

06/01/2000 10:58:45 AM

Record Type: Record

To: Lynn G. Cutler/WHO/EOP@EOP

cc; lisa m. kountoupes/who/eop@eop, michael deich/omb/eop@eop, marjorie tarmey/who/eop@eop 
Subject: Re: Delta meeting

Does tomorrow at 11:30 work for everyone for an internal meeting? If so, we can meet in room 248.



Marjorie Tarmey
06/01/2000 11:04:32 AM

Record Type: Record

To: Irene Bueno/OPD/EOP@EOP

cc:
Subject: Delta Regional Authority 

fyi
• Forwarded by Marjorie TarmeyA/VHO/EOP on 06/01/2000 11:04 AM-----

P/:-
Lynn G. Cutler 
06/01/2000 10:45:16 AM

.........
Record Type: Record

To: Lisa M. Kountoupes/WHO/EOP@EOP, Adrienne C. Erbach/OMB/EOP@EOP, Marjorie 
Tarmey/WHO/EOP@EOP

Subject: Delta Regional Authority

------ Forwarded by Lynn G. Cutler/WHO/EOP on 06/01/2000 10:44 AM ■

"Darr, Linda" <Linda.Darr@ost.dot.gov>
06/01/2000 10:29:48 AM

Record Type: Record

To:

cc:

Lynn G. CutlerA/VHO/EOP

Subject: Delta Regional Authority

Lynn -

Following up on our conversation yesterday, I would recommend that we hold a 
strategy session early next week to discuss how we move the DRA forward. 
The following things could be considered:



Should we seek referral to separate committees given that the committees 
currently assigned don't appear to be well represented by those in the Delta 
that are most affected by this?

If we must deal on the basis of the current referrals what other co-sponsors 
can we find and how do we move forward to ensure support?

Are there other vehicles that, somehow, we could connect with that would be 
a better fit - the current New Markets piece flying through Congress...

This doesn't need to be a large meeting. Other than you and Lisa K it would 
mostly be those at DOT who have either been the most involved or carry the 
most responsibility on the Hill. The list of DOT folks is below. I'd also 
suggest Ken Smith from Interior and leg. affairs from 0MB.

From DOT:

Jack Basso, Asst. Secy, for Budget & Programs, 366-9191 
Mike Frazier, Asst. Secy for Governmental Affairs, 366-4563 
me 
Al
Wilson
Harold

Jack Basso particularly wants to be helpful and is prepared to become fully 
engaged. He called you last night.

See you tonight. Thanks.

Linda Bauer Darr
Deputy Assistant Secretary, Budget & Programs 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
tel. 202/366-9192 fax 202/366-6031



Marjorie Tarmey
06/01/2000 11:04:48 AM

Record Type: Record

To: Irene Bueno/OPD/EOP@EOP

Subject: Delta meeting 
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Record Type: Record

To: Lisa M. Kountoupes/WHO/EOP@EOP, Adrienne C. Erbach/OMB/EOP@EOP, Michael
Deich/OMB/EOP@EOP, Marjorie Tarmey/WHO/EOP@EOP

Subject: Delta meeting

I just got a call from Jack Basso, and he feels our window of opportunity is very short on this. The secy, 
talked to Sen. Lott and felt there was daylight. I know Lisa wanted an internal meeting first-we could do it 
on Monday. The only others would be three from DOT and Ken Smith from Interior. I'm scheduling this 
for 4:00 Tuesday in Room 472.


