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Immigrah‘tﬂﬂa‘hildren's Health iiﬁb%vement Act of 1999 .(Introduced in theASehnate)

S 1227 1S
106th CONGRESS
1st Session

S. 1227

To amend title IV of the Personal Responsibility and Work Opportunity Reconciliation Act of 1996 to
provide States with the option to allow legal immigrant pregnant women and children to be eligible for
medical assistance under the medicaid program, and for other purposes.

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES
June 16, 1999
Mr. CHAFEE (for himself, Mr. MCCAIN, Mr. GRAHAM, Mr. MACK, Mr. MOYNIHAN, and Mr.

JEFFORDS) introduced the following bill; which was read twice and referred to the Committee on
Finance .

A BILL
To amend title IV of the Personal Responsibility and Work Opportunity Reconciliation Act of 1996 to
provide States with the option to allow legal immigrant pregnant women and children to be eligible for
medical assistance under the medicaid program, and for other purposes.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.
This Act may be cited as the 'Immigrant Children's Health Improvement Act of 1999'.

SEC. 2. OPTIONAL ELIGIBILITY OF CERTAIN ALIEN PREGNANT WOMEN
AND CHILDREN FOR MEDICAID.

(a) IN GENERAL- Subtitle A of title IV of the Personal Responsibility and Work Opportunity
Reconciliation Act of 1996 (8 U.S.C. 1611-1614) is amended by adding at the end the following:
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*SEC. 405. OPTIONAL ELIGIBILITY OF CERTAIN ALIENS FOR MEDICAID.

‘(a) OPTIONAL MEDICAID ELIGIBILITY FOR CERTAIN ALIENS- A State may elect to
waive (through an amendment to its State plan under title XIX of the Social Security Act) the
application of sections 401(a), 402(b), 403, and 421 with respect to eligibility for medical
assistance under the program defined in section 402(b)(3)(C) (relating to the medicaid program) of
aliens who are lawfully residing in the United States (including battered aliens described in section
431(c)), within any or all (or any combination) of the following categories of individuals:

*(1) PREGNANT WOMEN- Women during pregnancy (and during the 60-day period
beginning on the last day of the pregnancy).

"(2) CHILDREN- Children (as defined under such plan), including optional targeted
low-income children described in section 1905(u)(2)(B).".

(b) APPLICABILITY OF AFFIDAVITS OF SUPPORT- Section 213A(a) of the Immigration and
Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1183a(a)) is amended by adding at the end the following:

'(4) INAPPLICABILITY TO BENEFITS PROVIDED UNDER A STATE WAIVER- For
purposes of this section, the term ‘means-tested public benefits' does not include benefits
provided pursuant to a State election and waiver described in section 405 of the Personal
Responsibility and Work Opportunity Reconciliation Act of 1996.".

(c) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS-

(1) Section 401(a) of the Personal Responsibility and Work Opportunity Reconciliation Act
of 1996 (8 U.S.C. 1611(a)) is amended by inserting ‘and section 405' after "subsection (b)'".

(2) Section 402(b)(1) of the Personal Responsibility and Work Opportunity Reconciliation
Act 0of 1996 (8 U.S.C. 1612(b)(1)) is amended by inserting , section 405, after 403".

(3) Section 403(a) of such Act (8 U.S.C. 1613(a)) is amended by inserting ‘section 405 and'
after "provided in'.

(4) Section 421(a) of such Act (8 U.S.C. 1631(a)) is amended by inserting "except as
provided in section 405, after ‘Notwithstanding any other provision of law,'".

(5) Section 1903(v)(1) of the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1396b(v)(1)) is amended by
inserting ‘and except as permitted under a waiver described in section 405(a) of the Personal
Responsibility and Work Opportunity Reconciliation Act of 1996," after “paragraph (2),".

(d) EFFECTIVE DATE- The amendments made by this section take effect on October 1, 1999.
SEC. 3. OPTIONAL ELIGIBILITY OF IMMIGRANT CHILDREN FOR SCHIP.

(a) IN GENERAL- Section 405 of the Personal Responsibility and Work Opportunity
Reconciliation Act of 1996, as added by section 2(a), is amended--

(1) in the heading, by inserting "and schip' before the period; and
(2) by adding at the end the following new subsection:
‘(b) OPTIONAL SCHIP ELIGIBILITY FOR CERTAIN ALIENS-
(1) IN GENERAL- Subject to paragraph (2), a State may also elect to waive the application

of sections 401(a), 402(b), 403, and 421 with respect to eligibility of children for child
health assistance under the State child health plan of the State under title XXI of the Social
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Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1397aa et seq.), but only with respect to children who are lawfully
residing in the United States (including children who are battered aliens described in section

431(c)).
'(2) REQUIREMENT FOR ELECTION- A waiver under this subsection may only be in

effect for a period in which the State has in effect an election under subsection (a) with
respect to the category of individuals described in subsection (a)(2) (relating to children).".

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE- The amendment made by subsection (a) applies to child health assistance
for coverage provided for periods beginning on or after October 1, 1999.
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Cynthia A. Rice 12/15/99 12:59:32 PM

]
Record Type: Record

To: Jack A. Smalligan/OMB/EOP@EOP, Jennifer Friedman/OMB/EOP@EOP, Jeffrey A.
Farkas/OMB/EOP@EOP
cc: See the distribution list at the bottom of this message

Subject: Re: immigrant cost estimates
Thanks this is very helpful.

Do we know how much it would cost to add to our FY 2000 Medicaid proposal a state option to cover all
lawfully resident immigrants with disabilities under Medicaid (i.e., eliminate the 5-year ban)? This as |
recall is what the immigrant groups identified to us as their highest additional priority.

Forwarded by Cynthia A. Rice/OPD/EOP on 12/15/99 12:53 PM

® Eugenia Chough 12/14/99 07:47:01 PM

Record Type: Record

To: Cynthia A. Rice/OPD/EOP@EOP, J. Eric Gould/OPD/EOP@EOP

cc: Andrea Kane/OPD/EOP@EOP
Subject: immigrant cost estimates

Forwarded by Eugenia Chough/OPD/EOP on 12/14/99 07:46 PM

Jennifer E. McGee
"~ 12/14/99 06:17:30 PM

Record Type: Record

To: Eugenia Chough/OPD/EOP@EOP

cc:
Subject: immigrant cost estimates

You can forward this to appropriate staff. Thanks.
Forwarded by Jennifer E. McGee/OMB/EOP on 12/14/99 06:19 PM
Diana L. Meredith
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Record Type: Record

To: Jennifer E. McGee/OMB/EOP@EOP
cc: Jennifer Friedman/OMB/EOP@EOP, Jack A. Smalligan/OMB/EOCP@EOP, Jeffrey A.
Farkas/OMB/EOP@EOP

Subject: immigrant cost estimates

Attached is a table with our latest estimates of the costs of various options for immigrant benefit
restorations.

ey

immigrant_restorations_lis

Message Copied To:

Jennifer E. McGee/OMB/ECP@EOP
J. Eric Gould/OPD/EOP@EOP
Eugenia Chough/OPD/EOP@EOP
Irene Bueno/OPD/EOP@EQOP
Jeanne Lambrew/OPD/EOP@EOP
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National Immigration Forum

/

To: Irene Bueno
Company : DOMESTIC POLICY COUNCIL
Fax Number : 202-456-5581

Phone Number ;. 202-456-6558

From : Qamar Abdi
Fax Number : 202=-544-1505

Phone Number ~ 202=544-0004 X43

Time Sent ; Thursday, Jul 29, 1999 06:19PM
Pages : 5
Description :
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The National Immigration Forum's

Benefits Bulletin

Faimess For All Legal Immigrants

July 29, 1999

Contents »letter: Reps. Diaz-Balart, Ros-Lehtinen to Senator Mack
>Letter: Rep. Ros-Lehtinen to President Clinton
>Letter: Senator Graham to Constituents

Contact Lisa Shuger, (202) 544-0004, ext. 41 4 pages total

Key Members of Florida Delegation
Support Moynihan-Levin Bill

A bipartisan group of Mcmbers of Congress from Florida reiterated their support for the Fairness for Legal
Immigrants Act of 1999 (Senator Moynihan, D-NY and Representative Levin, D-MI), S. 792/H.R. 1399. The
legislation gives states the option to provide Medicaid coverage and access to the state Child Health Insurance
Program to all legal immigrant pregnant women and children, regardless of their date of arrival in the U.S. Italso
restores Supplemental Security Income 10 certain elderly and disabled legal immigrants — inctuding those who
become disabled after August 22, 1996 — and Food Stamp eligibility to all legal immigrants who arrived prior to
August 22, 1996.

Representatives Lincoln Diaz-Balart (R-FL) and Ileana Ros-Lehtinen (R-FL), original cosponsors of HR
1399, sent a letter to Senator Connie Mack (R-FL), urging his support for the Senate version of this legislation.
In requesting Senator Mack to cosponsor this legislation, Reps. Diaz-Balart and Ros-Lehtinen highlight the
importance of providing access to preventive health care to improve the general health of communities and to
contain surging health care costs. They also cite the need to provide food assistance to eradicate malnutrition and
to reduce dependence on community soup kitchens and food pantries.

Representative Ros-Lehtinen sent a letter to President Clinton requesting his assistance in ensuring that the
Moynihan-Levin legislation is enacted into law. In her letter, Rep. Ros-Lehtinen points out that many states,
including Florida, with growing immigrant populations do not have safety net programs for legal immigrants who
have been denied benefits as a result of the 1996 welfare law. The Fairness to Legal Immigrants Act, which
goes further than the President’s current benefits restoration proposal, would alleviate the burdens facing states.

In a letter to elderly immigrants and other constituents attending a celebration at the Little Havana Activities and
Nutrition Center in Miami, Senator Bob Graham (R-FL) announced that he had joined a bipartisan congressional
coalition, including Reps. Diaz-Balart and Ros-Lehtinen, in cosponsoring legislation to restore federal safety net
benefits to legal immigrants.

Prepared by the National Immigration Forum
220 | Street, NE, #220 € Washington, DC 20002-4362
Tel: (202) 544-0004 @ Fax: (202) 544-1905
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Congress of tbz WUnited States
Wasyington, RC 20513 _
June 9, 1999 ¢
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Ths Honorabie Cannie Mack
United States Senator

517 Hart Senscz Office Buildiag
Washingeon, D.C. 20510

Dewur Sematar Mack: ,

We wrile w enllst your suppar foc legistatian Incroduced receatly by Seaxor Moynihan to
sestoce vital Beglth, disability, 1nd auition penefits for legal immipranes Ot weee climinated dy Qe
1996 Weifare Act. Wehave cospousored ths House campanion b1, H.R. 1399, and respectfully
requasc that you cospansor @e Senate vession of s praisewordty legitiaden.

As you recall, the 1996 Welfare Ac savegely affected South Flozida's {mmigeane populatien.
In responss, we warked with you to restere cerain benefits for the bliad, elderly and disabled — SSI
and Medizaid as part of e Balanced Budget Act of 1997 and Food Starmps as included in the
Agricuimral Rescasch Acx of 1558.

The Fairmess for Legal lounigrans Act (S. 792) builds ou-tie progzess we bave made o date.
S. 792 would amznd Tits [V of the Personal Rasponsidility a4 Work Oppormnly Receneilladon
Acx of 1996 to provide Saus with & opdon (o allow legal immigrant pregnant women, childrea, and
tlind or disabled medically seedy indlviduals o be aligidle for medlcal assistanss under the Medicald
Program. :

Mere specifically, the Act would give sures e optisn 1o provide Medicaid covesage 0
pregnant women and legal immigrant children who rrived in the Unftzd States afier August 22, 1696
(the dacs of the Welfare'Acr's Epactmeny). It would also exend health coverige W lega!l immigrant
children under the Children’s Resith Insucance Program (CRIP). Tuls section is very ipporaat
bmupmmﬂvewmanunm b&c;mmwuofemwduudmmwhdns
the growing costs of ancompensawsd haspita! caze in Florida,

Provisioss in e Act also restore eligidility for Supplemental Secnrdty Incama (SST) to conmsin
elderly and disabled legul immigrans. Thls feature of the bill is necessary (o provide a basic safety
net 0 Individualy, who becausa of advanead age &t disabillty, are-unable t work Wward gelf
nufficlency. 1o addicon, §. 792 rastares fo0d stamp allgidility to all legal Emmigranis who eatered
the United Srates prior w August, 1996, which, if enacted, would help eradicats malmutricon among

legal immigrant fasnilies, reducs wheic dependence upse community soup kitchens and food pantries
and improve thelr overall health.

Beczuss we knaw of your eormmitment to improving the qealley of healdi cars for all
Floridant, we tespectfully urge you © join us in cosponsariag the Fairnzss for Lego! Umenigrasts Act.
Thank you in jdvapee for your cousideradon of this meritorious tegistatios.

‘ Sincerely.
Uiocoln Diaz-Balact Nlezfia Kos-Lehuinen

Pou(t(0 QHrICVALY Pusrta

(3
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o Bouse of Representatives e
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The Honorable William Jefferson Clinton
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue

Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mr. President:

| am writing to respectfuily request that you assist to ensure that HR. 1399/ S, 792, the
Fainess to Legal Immigrants Act of |999, currently pending in Congress, is enacted into law.

Addressing three fundamental issues, this |egislation will restore much neaded eligibility
for Federal public benefits to certain US legal residents. Firstly, it will grant states the option 1o
provide Medicaid and CHIP to lawfully residing immigrant children who entered the U.S after
August 22, 1996, as well as to lawfully residing pregnant women who entered the U.S. after this
same date. Secondly, this legislation will provide Supplemental Security Income to disabled
residents, after entry eligibility, without a five year bar and restores eligibility 10 eiderly non-
citizens when they reach age 65 (with no disability requirement if they were iawtidly residing in
the U.S. on August 22, 1996). This beneficial legislation also restores food stamy &higibility 1o gl
legal immigrants who resided in the U S. on or before August 22, 1996.

Many states with large, increasing immigrant populations, such as my siai: of Flovida, do
not have established safety net programs for lawful US residents to relieve the harsh restrictions
on immigrant eligibility imposed by the Federal Welfare Reform Law of 199¢. Diue 1o the
absence of these programs, and the substantial population of hard working legal i:nmigrarts in
this country, it is essential that the Fairness to Legal Immigrants Act of 1999 te enacted into Jav .

Your assistance to ensure that this legislation is passed and ultimately signsd ints law
would be greatly appraciated.

Sincere|

-Lehtinen
Member of Congress
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Brited States Senate vt

WASHINE BN, DC 3061p-0083 “umhﬂtl ox

-

June 31. 1999
Dear Priends: ;'

mlmhlmujmmhpﬁw.lmMnm |
and commitment ts America’s legal {immigrants. o fgpan

Asnlongﬂnemmofhmimdnﬁh&.ll:ncjdudu& resentatives Deans
Ros-Lehtinen, Lincaln Diaz-Balare, and s bipartisan Cangregsional ;:’iiﬁuainlpwa&ng
lcﬁsl?ﬁontn h:lpenmquamymdjmﬁu&hgdhulpmm;nmmm
mu The Fabrness to Legal Immigronts Acs of 1999 atampts to undo many cf the
injustices that have rasulted from changes made to welfare and immigration laws in 1995,

This logisiaticn hdudumcﬂwmuhlpmlnpmwth.ﬁuhmy' d
nitrition benefits to legal immigraats. These beneSits would {mprove the lives ofman;:f

ourmastvulnersble community members, such as
2nd the disabld peeguant women and children, tho elderly,

Oumﬁmwbuihhypuplewhoemnnauthmuddnzo ertunity and a hetter

MMuwmymmmwmmmm:famum mdw{?'k
sthic of many gensraticns of Jsgal bumigrants. Time and time again, they bave restored our
faith in the American Drsam. Y am proud to offix this logislation With the hopa of keeping
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® J. Eric Gould 06/16/99 03:30:02 PM

Record Type: Record

To: See the distribution list at the bottom of this message

cc: Cynthia A. Rice/OPD/EOP@EOP
Subject: Statement by the President on the Immigrant Children’s Health Improvement Act of 1999

Forwarded by J. Eric Gould/OPD/EOP on 06/16/99 03:24 PM

" #  Erica S. Lepping
T 06/16/99 02:40:32 PM

Record Type: Record
To: J. Eric Gould/OPD/EOP@EOP

cc:
Subject: Statement by the President on the Immigrant Children's Health Improvement Act of 1999

Forwarded by Erica S. Lepping/WHO/EOP on 06/16/99 02:40 PM

From: Julia M. Payne on 06/16/99 01:34:49 PM
Record Type: Record

To: See the distribution list at the bottom of this message

cc:
Subject: Statement by the President on the Immigrant Children's Health Improvement Act of 1999

THE WHITE HOUSE

Office of the Press Secretary
(Paris, France)

For Immediate Release June 16, 1999

STATEMENT BY THE PRESIDENT



I am pleased that today a bipartisan group of Senators, led by Senators Chafee and
McCain and including Senators Graham, Mack, Moynihan, and Jeffords, have taken an
important step in ensuring health care coverage for children by introducing the “Immigrant
Children’s Health Improvement Act of 1999.”

When I signed the 1996 welfare reform law, I pledged to work toward reversing the
unnecessary cuts in benefits to legal immigrants that had nothing to do with the goal of moving
people from welfare to work. As part of the Balanced Budget Act of 1997 and the
Agricultural Research Act of 1998, my Administration worked with Congress to restore vital
health, nutritional, and disability benefits to hundreds of thousands of vulnerable legal
immigrants. Recognizing that more needs to be done, my budget includes a $1.3 billion
proposal to restore health care benefits to children and pregnant women, nutritional assistance
to elderly individuals, and disability and health assistance to legal immigrants who become
disabled after they arrive in the United States.

The proposal introduced today, which is similar to the one in my budget, would
provide health care coverage for over 55,000 children, allowing states to use Medicaid or the
Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP) for pregnant women and children who are legal
immigrants, regardless of when they came to the U.S. I look forward to working with
Members of Congress on both sides of the aisle to enact this legislation to help many children
lead healthier and more productive lives.

30-30-30

Message Sent To:
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Record Type: Record

To: Janet Murguia/WHO/EOP@EOP, Irene Bueno/OPD/EOP@EOP, Cynthia A. Rice/OPD/EOP@EOP

cc:
Subject: FYI -- bill introduced yesterday.

S. 1227. A bill to amend title 1V of the Personal Responsibility and Work
Opportunity Reconciliation Act of 1996 to provide States with the option
to allow legal immigrant pregnant women and children to be eligible for
medical assistance under the medical program, and for other purposes.
Introduced by Mr. CHAFEE (for himself, Mr. MCCAIN, Mr. GRAHAM, Mr. MACK,
Mr. MOYNIHAN, Mr. JEFFORDS)
Read twice and referred to the Committee on Finance.
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National Immigration Forum

To: Irene Bueno
Company : DOMESTIC POLICY COUNCIL
Fax Number : 202-45%6-3381

Phone Number: 202-456-6558

From : Qamar Abdi
Fax Number : 202-544-1905

Phone Number 202-544-0004 x43

Time Sent : Monday, Jun 28, 1999 03:28FM
Pages . 4
Description :

e



28:25 JUN 28, 1993 TO: IRENE BUENO FR: QAMAR AEDI ¥llodo4 ;)-'Hlbl'_li /4
JUN 28 99 @1:58PM .
»

The National Immigration Forum’s

Benefits Bulletin

Faimess For All Legal Immigrants

June 28, 1999

Contents »News Article: Associated Press, “Influential GOP Senators
Introduce Bill on Immigrant Benefits™

Contact Lisa Shuger, (202) 544-0004, ext. 41 3 pages total

Bipartisan Benefits Restoration
Legislation Introduced in the Senate

On June 16, 1999, several moderate Senate Republicans and two key Democrats introduced
bipartisan legislation that would allow states to provide Medicaid and the state Child Health
Insurance Program (CHIP) to all lawfully present immigrant children and pregnant women.

The Immigrant Children’s Health Improvement Act of 1999, S. 1227, is sponsored by Senator
John Chafee (R-RI) and cosponsored by three other Republican Senators, John McCain (AZ),
Connie Mack (FL), and James Jeffords (VT). Democratic Senmators Daniel Patrick
Moynihan (NY) and Bob Graham (FL) are also original cosponsors.

This bipartisan legislation is identical to the health care provisions of the Fairness for Legal
Immigrants Act of 1999 (S. 792, H.R. 1399), introduced by Senator Moynihan and
Representative Sander Levin (D-MI), and the Clinton Administration proposal (not yet
formally introduced in Congress). Although Senator Chafee’s bill is narrower than both the
Moynihan/Levin legislation and the Administration’s proposal, it is an important and decisive
demonstration of support from key Republicans, who believe that the 1996 welfare law went too
far in denying certain federal benefits to vulnerable legal immigrants, such as pregnant women
and children. In addition, Senator Moynihan and President Clinton, whose proposals also seek to
restore SSI and Food Stamp benefits to immigrants not covered by previous restorations,
consider it an essential step toward restoring critical safety net programs to a/! legal immigrants
and have expressed their support.

Prepared by the National Immigration Forum
220 | Street, NE, #220 ® Washington, DC 20002-4362
Tel: (202) 544-0004 @ Fax: (70?) R44.1a9n58
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Influential GOP senators introduce bill
on immigrant benefits

restorations

mmcl

By MICHELLE MITTELSTADT= Associated Press
Writer=

WASHINGTON (AP) - A cadre of influential Senate
Republicans, including presidential hopeful John
McCain, on Wednesday introduced legislation that
would allow restoration of health coverage cut by
Congress in 1996 for low-income immigrant children
and pregnant women.

The Immigrant Children’'s Health Improvement Act of
1999 could restore Medicaid eligibility to 130,000
children and 50,000 pregnant women annually and
allow states, if they wish, to open their new children's
health insurance programs to all uninsured legal
immigrant children.

**In 1996, legal immigrants in this country lost critical
public benefits because of changes made under
welfare reform," said Sen. John Chafee, R-R.I., the
bill's chief sponsor. **While I supported the
underlying goals of welfare reform - self-sufficiency
and individual responsibility - I continue to believe
that the cuts made to immigrants' benefits as part of
the 1996 reforms were unwarranted."

Joining Chafee and McCain, R-Ariz., in sponsoring
the legislation were: Sens. Connie Mack, R-Fla.; Jim
Jeffords, R-Vt.; and Democrats Daniel Patrick
Moynihan of New York and Bob Graham of Florida.

Their bill would allow states to extend Medicaid
coverage to all eligible legal immigrant children and
pregnant women, including those who arrived after
August 1996 - the cutoff date for immigrant benefits
set into action when President Clinton signed the
welfare bill into law. Currently. states must wait five

#¥11342>4 FHbt: 279

P.271
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years before extending such coverage to immigrants
who arrived after August 22, 1996.

Said McCain: “*The consequences of lack of insurance
are problematic for everyone, but they are particularly
serious for children. Uninsured and low-income
children are less likely to receive vital primary and
preventative care services."

Congress already has moved twice to soften the blow
of the 1996 welfare reform law, which hit legal
immigrants especially hard, agreeing to restore
disability payments and food stamp benefits to certain
%c;%ps of noncitizens in the country as of August

The Congressional Budget Office estimates Chafee's
measure would cost $490 million over five years.

Immigrant advocacy groups that have lobbied to
restore noncitizens' benefits applauded the senators'
action.

**We think this is a very strong signal that
Republicans indeed support benefits restoration for
immigrants,” said Cecilia Munoz, vice president of the
National Council of La Raza. *'I think 1t significantly
increases the likelihood that something wiﬁ be done
this year."

AP-WS-06-16-99 2046EDT
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SEN JOHN H CHAFEE

TUE 17:40 FaX 202 347 2417 BLLUL 2ad aoen

PaMILIES USA

June 28, 1999

Dear Senator Chafee:

The undersigned organizations write to suppert the "“Tminigrant Children's Health Improvenicnt Act of 1909" S,

1227, which you recently inuroduced along with Senawors McCain, Graham, Mack, Moynthan :nd Jeflords.

This legislation would give swtes the option to provide health coverage to Jawfully present children and pregnant
women who arrived after August 22, 1996, under the Medicaid and State Child Health Insurance Program

(CHIP). W belicve that this legislatian is an tmporiane ¢ep in reaching our shared national gaal of providing
health carc to children who are currenty uninsured.

The goals of the Medicaid and CHIP programs are undennined when sta
to provide preventatuve and other basic health services to lawfully prescat immigrants. lt.s well established that
the nation saves $1 for each dallar it spends on prenatal care. It makece no sense ta deny prenatal care under '
Mcdicaid to pregnant women simply becauac they are immigrants who arrived after a specific date.

Similarly, it is shoruighted to deny states the sbility to provide Medicaid ar CHIP to umivigrane children because
of their date of eutry. Tragically, such 8 policy will inevitably mean that some children will develop health
complications that could have been prevented  In addition to causing necdless suftering, the long term effects of

lack of basic hicalth care and treatment can prevent children fram making a full cconomic contribution as they
grow into adulthaed.

Eor all of these reazope, we are grateful for your leadership on this important jasue. Tour sponsorship of the
"lipmugrant Children's Health Impravement Act of 1999" will be of great help in 2ddressing the health concerns
that lawfully present children and their familics face

Sincerely,

Alliance for Children and Familics

Amcrican Academy of Pediatries

American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists
American Dental Hygienists’ Assaciaton

Asian and Pacific Islander Americans

Center on Budget and Policy Priorities

Children’s Defenge Fund

Council of Women's and Infant's Specialty Hospitals
Families USA

Family Voices

March of Dimes

Mennonite Central Committee

Nationa} Association of Children's Hospiials
National Associaton of Community Health Centers
National Association of Public Hospluls

National Health Law Program

Nationa} Immigraton Law Center

Nanonal Partnership for Women and Children

tes are nat permitied to use federal funds



