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Legal immigrants, tlie FY 2000 budget, Hispanic and Asian voters, and 
die 2000 elections

In 1997 and 1998, die Administration won important victories in restoring 
benefits for legal immigrants that had been taken away by the welfare law. 
Nevertheless, substantial parts of the damage done to legal immigrants by the welfare 
law remain. Prior to November 3,1 thought it unlikely the Administration could win 
more restorations in tiiis area. Now, I think there is a strong chance you could win 
more here.

Since the election, newspapers have run a spate of articles discussing the pivotal 
role of the Hispanic vote on November 3. Republican strategists such as Ralph Reed 
are quoted as saying Republicans must do better with such voters, while news analyses 
note that anti-immigrant stands have hurt Republicans badly in California. Articles 
also report that 30 percent of tire Hispanic electorate in California consisted of newly 
naturalized citizens voting for the first or second time. In fact, USA Today has reported 
that newly naturalized citizens tend to have Irigher turn-out than other voter groups. 
The articles also point out that Republicans who did well vdth Hispanic voters won by 
large margins.

This suggests that if d\e President's FY 2000 budget contains significant 
immigrant restoration proposals and the Administration pushes for them. Republicans 
may feel they have to give you some tiring iir tlris area, And if they do not and turn 
down your proposals, then Democrats and Vice President Gore should be able to use 
that to remind Hispanic and Asian voters in 2000 of tire differences between the parties.

In short, this appears to he a "xoin-win" situation. Either further restoration will be 
achieved, or the rejection of Adnriiristration proposals in these areas can serve as a 
wedge issue with some key voting constituencies. I urge you to include immigrant 
restorations in the budget, as you have done eadr of the past two years.

The major constituency organizations tlrat work on these issues are preparing a 
memo for the Administration on their priorities in this area; a number of these
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■wedge issue -with some key vodng constituendes. I urge you to indude immigrant 
restorations in the budget, as you have done each of the past two years.

The major constituency organizations that work on these issues are preparing a 
memo for the Administration on their priorities in this area; a number of these priorities 
were induded in your FY 1998 or FY 1999 budgets. Key areas where the Administration 
could propose important restorations indude the foUo'wing:

• Give states the option to provide coverage under Medicaid and the child 
health block grant to low-income legal immigrant children who have 

^ entered the United States after August 22,1996, the date the welfare law was 
signed. States now are barred from extending such coverage. This proposal 
was in the Administration's FY 1999 budget.

Give states the option to provide prenatal care to legal immigrant pregnant 
women who have arrived after August 22,1996. States must provide 
Medicaid coverage for delivery costs when such women give birth but are 
prohibited from providing Medicaid coverage for prenatal care, which can 
result in healthier birth outcomes. This makes little sense.

Provide SSI eligibility to legal immigrants who enter the country after 
August 22,1996 and become disabled after arri'ving here. Should a poor 
legal immigrant hit by a bus or maimed in a workplace accident be denied 
SSI? The Administration fought for this in 1997 but didn't-win it Let's join 
this fight again.

Provide SSI for legal immigrants here on August 22,1996 who subsequently 
become elderly and poor. The 1997 restoration limits SSI to those elderly 
legal immigrants who were both 65 or older and on the SSI rolls on August 
22,1996. This is too restrictive. At a minimum, we should cover those who 
were in the U.S. and 65 or older on August 22,1996 but not on the SSI rolls 
on that date. Current rules in this area penalize elderly legal immigrants 
who worked as long as they could and stayed off SSI as long as they could 
— and consequently weren't receiving benefits on August 22,1996 — but 
who since have become poor. Fixing this would simply conform the 
treatment of elderly legal immigrants in SSI to the food stamp treatment for 
elderly legal immigrants the Administration won this June.

Extend food stamps to poor legal immigrant parents here on August 22, 
1996, or at least to working poor immigrant parents. Currently, children in 
these families can get food stamps, but their parents can't. The result is that 
the family as a whole, including the children, often does not have enough to 
eat. The primary people who would be covered under this proposal are 
individuals who came here legally, are working, and are hying to raise their 
children on below-poverty wages.

Tlus is an area where good poUcy, basic decency, and poUtics converge, I hope 
you'll include such a package in the budget.



^ ® VO ers defy prec ictions
Some ’94 defector^ ^■------ --------- ----------
return to the fold
By K«;ty Klely 
and Jesska Lfc 
USA lODAV

The Drmacialk Parly's 
nllabte VMers lespofNled 

TUndqy to a meaive gel-out- 
llie-vole driven deiyiiiji predh> 

IflBl tbey Mould be loo de­
pressed by acanilal to vue.

'TTte New Oe«l coklilion cl 
Ity BciivUs, overwhelm­

ingly Aliican-Amerlcan and 
Hiqianlc, end union membera 
mounted the hind oJ Intensive 
cantpalgn usuDihr reserved lor 
presldcntlBl yeere.

Jlepubllcaiu struggled to 
- motnlaln ffls>9riUe3 In the Ser>- 
:sie and House by miHIvatlng 

loyaiBU among the lelE 
■glousngbi. iscal conservatives 
and business camiminlty.

&d some the anpy white 
who lueled the itsa Re- 

-puN^ievolutloi. reverted 10 
Ok Denweretk camp, accoid- 

' bog to call polk And mlddte- 
aged wKers^ IMS, turned out 
hi greater mmaben than ih^ 
did lo the last mliMenn elec- 

' Hems and voted mote heavily 
'DcnMcraL

Desolu predictions that the 
White House sen scandal would 

■energlte Republican acilvisis. 
(tit polb Indicated that vollng 
lo^ialian leveb by mem­
bers ol Hie rellgjous right was 

from IT^I Dl voters In 
to ncf this year.

Nationally, utdnn and AlrJ- 
American voter turnout 

leMsteorfy In the face ol a kx 
that many predicted 

« dlscourqge traditional 
I :nts.

Afler a primary season In 
whltJi voters stayed away Imm 
the polb In droves, some et- 

I leaied a near election hoy- 
fai the wake 0/ President 

( s sesand lies scandal, 
bit that wasnil the esse, at leasi 
not everywhere In the country.

''Utrnoul wns very good, 
parlkularly amoitg mlnor- 
ItJesk- said Reic Martin PtsBi, a 
Itxai DemneraJ. "The Hbpatv 
)e members ol Congress and 

'jgKbtadi memhers were ag- 
veadvely Involved m turnout 
W year. They made a dllter-

ence ell over the country.’ '
Hep. Masine Waters, R- 

CaliL. head of the Congres^on- 
al Black Caucus, was overpiyed 
at the clear gains scored by 
black voters supporting Demo 
emts In hey races.

"It was B welkiiganlzed el- 
lort that helped capllalize on 
the mood among Alrlcan 
Amertcaji voters about (he un- 
laimemol Ken 9air,’she sake 
“It became obvious Ihey were 
out to get Bill Clinton. That 
played a rale In this.’

Urmoul In North Carolkw 
and Kentucky, l«o states vrllh 
hot Senate races u well as 
some highly contested down- 
halloi oonleka, was Islgnlil- 
canlly up’ acconllng to Qr/Us 
Cans ol ihe Commiltec (tor (he 
Study ol (he American Elector- 
ale.

Kentucky b iha state where 
the concessional Black Cau­
cus launched a get-oul-thewoto 
bus tour aimed at Demociallc 
voters In the closing days ol the 
campaign.

AFi-CIO poMileal director 
Sieve Roaenihal aid organiz­
ing among the SIOOO union 
members In Rep Ihd Sllck- 
landto Ohio district helped the 
Democratic incumbenl hold 
onto his seat Rosenlhtd said la­
bor elTOfts also played a big 
part In the Rep. Lane Evans 
successful elTorl lo hold onto 
hb seel.

Jl Sen. Harry Reid, D-Nev., 
ends up hotding onto hb seal, 
Rosenlbal said. It will In part be 
due 10 "a huge project" the 
unions mounted lo urge iheir 
members to lake advantage ol 
B Nevada law that allows Ihem 
to vote early by mall.

SIg labor mounted Its mod 
massive gei-oui-the-vore drive 
ever. IWe AFC-CIO sent Bl) mil­
lion pieces ol mail and made 
5.S million phone celb lo urge 
union members 10 get lo the 
polb. tn addltlor^ the unions 
dbpelched thousands ol volun- 
leers In an unpreoedenlly Inge 
gras-ruois polltical mcaonaiy ePor.

"We have round Uial when 
we talk to union xis one 
by one, we can mske the

Hispaiucs prove pivotal
By Maria Puente 
USA TODAY

harln Schurner In the no- 
adi-liarrefl brawl for the'U.R Seilint! aihtinu Innim.

rr enriy Indtcalions hold, benllteiHiblican Al gAmaia 
several major carwtdates In EmI polls showed Sclvumer 
the naiimfa poiliicn] megt wlili owrwhdmkg sup^
tfales ere flpinfe lo owe theLr 
elecllonTo a erowine and irv 

ticaled Hb-

cratsi, seven are Repibliceiu 
and one was In a noaiprtlsan 
race.

Only about !K3 ^Ijor^Ini

ftPni HJisginiw
fjritTrrftJiTS

!S Tuesday ai 0» Adutt Etfuca-
llon CdAUrrw AndefBon. ac. Po» wekers at the ceniw rapofled an 
uniBUfiffy hi^ tivnoul lof a nonpiasidanlW-yetf etoctkia

creas 
panic vole.

TO lexas. Hlspenlcs helped 
RcpubUcan Incumbenl Cuv. 
George W. Bush crush Dem- 
ocrstlc chollenger Garry 
Maura Bush will easily ex­
ceed hb goal ol mi oJ the 
Hldponlc vole, according lo 
exit polb. That certifies Bush 

' as ihesln^e naHonal Repub­
lican with the chnooe 10 win 
back mitlions of Hispanic 
volecB turned off In 1696 by 
COP rhetoric against Imml- 

and Bf-

'^h Isgoing lo do better 
with Latino voters than any 
other while Republiciut In a 
statewide race ever.’ pre­
dicted Antonio Contales, 
presldert of the William Vto- 
tasquez InsllLute. a think lank 
that trades Hbpnnic voters In 
Texas and California.

In.NEtg Yhrlt, Pirrttn oil­
cans cixi l^minlran-Ameri 
cans helped make ihe dlflpr- 
ence loVDemnrral Byp

jnLiniltiQcSu ia. Hisoan-

patilc voters Increaslialv am> 
n^lrietWir pnesentTwi In 
the nailnnii lara^ etalw-

ease for emboiued Pemo- ' Illinois and Horlda.------ -
Sen. Ba ' --------------------------

----- for embolUed Demrv
cralk U.S. Sen, flarhara 

.Boxer prayers In her soueuk- 
er race ogolnsi Republican 
challenger Matt F^, ac- 
conflng to exit polk 

“The jong-heralded poten- 
Hai «r Laino wxais is tecom- 
■iig an actual teaxiy in
tiilllkim Of Ullros nrp (ij^

jlcan with the chance 10 win Ingoul ai the polla'' mU Har- 
back millions of Hispanic ry i*achon, head clIheTlniiiBi 
voters turned off In 1696 by Rivera Polkv Inslltule. a 
COP rbelortc against Imml- ffimil UNI HUnrueb Ihe dl-
granis, bilingualism - ...........................
flrmatlve oction.

ifoniia Hispanic eleciarate, 
an estimated I til of the lotal.

Alore are turning up on 
bonus as well. TWenty-lour 
Hinnies ran for scab nthe 
House, end poltsieis predlu 
as marry as four more senix 
could be added lo the His­
panic Gkucib, brkigiiu the 
lotU to 12. Nailonwlde, an 
unprecedented number ol 
Hbpanlcs ran for statewide 
onces: 29 cendldaiea In nine 
datesL Eight In New Mexico 
alone. Of thcoe, 12 are Demrv

me Hispanic vue atao b 
nuuuring, meaning vaera In­
creasingly pick and choose 
condldales rather this vue 
drai^t party iLckeb In Tbt- 
asi they're lllie(y lo cone out 
stiDftg for Democnl John 
Sharp In the race tor Iteuten- 
ant governor agalnil the 
COPto Rick perry.

"Hairanics are golni to go 
loi Bush in (he high icato low 
Ms ... but that doesarimean 
they're going to give Uh GOP 
aU Iheir votes,' Conzata uk). 
“Sharp is going to ga 7W- 
BIKi on HIspanIciL and Balk a 
sign of maturity, ft neanx 
they're ihinklng,"

Anolber characterialc of 
the Hisiianic vote Is (hit mil- 'bflH ^S^olltie IHinm-
panlc elKlorale In CslihiTiia" 
— are ywN naluiaJliel citl- 
tens vmlMforltiellrsta-^
tmd time, inese vnterrknil
__ _______ _ ieh[-

gges than other voter yipum.

Denis push to the end to increase black votes
W \|/(( —.... -........By Jessica Lee 

USA TODAY

Democrab from Prasidenl ainlon 
on down put laser focus on gelling Al- 
lican-Ameilcan voters to the polls. 
Early exit polls Bnaday showed mat 
hkckvaterai who are about I2U of the 
voting age populaHon. were markins 
lOli olUieballota.

&11 In early reuma, Uut KKf was 
tooWng big enough to break mote than 
one Republicen redoubt In the Soulk

The Democrallc National Committee 
(DNQ ^lenl o reenrd IMn.OOO to gel 
out the wte among Afrlcan-Amert- 
cans. It targeted voters in key guberaar 
torial and Senate races In Georgia, 
New Vbrh. Nevada and Missouri.

Their task was a delicate one. In 
some states where extensive appeals 
to the Interesu ol Uaclr volets could 
trigger a backlash among whites, the 
DNC and DemocreUc congressional 
campaign acted as surrogates to make 
the case for Democratic victory.

In n Bnal burd of telephone bank 
acUvtiy, Democrals pul CBmonk re­
corded voice to work In thouEsmta ol 
phone calls In slates such as CnUfor- 
nla. New \hrk. New Jersey, Ohio, 
Texnsi Nevada and these in (be Deep 
South.

Dora Van, an Alrican-Amerlcan 
who is a regal lypisl In Sacramenltk got 
a call around 3r39 p.m. Monday when 
she got home from work. “At Arsl J 
thought li was a prank," she saysi 
"Then I realized it was his voice leJP

Ingme to go out and vote. It tiutk me 
feel rehlly qteclai. like I douH do 
someltiing for our couniry."

The Cofjgreslona) Black Ouous 
also pushed hard. Rep. Chailea Ran­
gel. DN.Y., raised JI.3 mllbon for a A- 
nal turnout drive.

The liberal People for the Airwrl- 
can W^h last-minute nd campaign In­
cluded a radio spot by cetebrated Alri- 
can-Amerkan author Toni Morrison 
that was targeted to listeners ol imek- 
owned radio stations.

thercTs a lot Bi suke In the elec­
tions and union [rremlKia will 
vote,' F tal 

In :h ol (be noUen, In­
cluding several staiei where

races were going down to the 
wire; dismal weather was do­
ing tiolhbg to lurnnut

Ftor specIaHniercst g 
the Anal days ol ibe 199S cam­

paign were truly ''radio'' ec- 
livcL Croups ihai run the gamut 
Irom the NAACP to (he Cam­
paign tor Working families 
larked thair supjnrUTi v(a

the airwaves.
did a lot ol advertising 

on radio is a at oa- 
ditloraJ ranuhea,'' said consei' 
valJtw preddenUal candldaie

Cory Bauer, heed of Caiypalgn 
for Wtorklng Families; j politl- 
cel acdon oommitlee. “lAeejvd- 
ed up In 179 diflereni raca 
around Uve couniry"
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Washington Post 
Washington, DC 
November 16, 1998

GOP Governors Look to Wield 

Stronger Hand in Party Affairs
Bv Da.v Bau
n iiilunp'jn f'o!!HlaffVnifr

Excerpted from above article...

The success of Bush in Texas and his brother Jeb. 
who was elected governor of Florida in hjs second 
attempt at the office, has attracted particular attention 
among Republicans since the midterm elections. 
Beyond the appeal that comes with one of the 
best-known names in Republican politics, the Bush 
brothers str^d what they call ‘compassionate 
conservatism"—in contrast to the congressional 
wings harder-edged ideologj-.

“I think the lesson of the election is that shar^el- 
bowed conservatism doesn't work and what they offer 
is a new paradigm of compassionate conservatism," 
said Marshall Wittmann of the Heritage Foundation.’ 

Both.Bushes reached out to mi'nnrity enters and 
proved far more popular arnonp rhng<» ivingritypriri»»a
than most other Republicans running this vc^ 
(Alcona Sen. John Mckijdn, who captu^ a maio^ 

of the !Hiq»aniC vote, is one eveeBtinn ^ W
B>ah won 49 percent of the HisnaniV in 
JeS~Bush captured about 60 percent of the Hispanic
vote in MOI-idj Hv wav nf rnntract Dan I thc
Republieanj^beniatoria] nominee in California, won 
lea than a fifth of the Latino vote there. ^

vyumingminonty votes, say Republican strategists, 
is cruoal to me party's Jong-term aspirations. ‘li you 
look at the current demographic trends, reiving 
exdusi^ on male andwhite voters... is a recipe for 
permanent mmority status." said Ralph Reed, fanner 
ex^b'vE director of the Christian Coition.
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House Seats
s
L to iinjillefahle paih (o taking 

le in 200(1.'
^ :orc Support 

locrat*' liirnnut effort was 
D ; party's core support Among 
^ I members ami women. In the 

weeks, every level of (he 
yolvnl ill the effort, from the 
' Hie 1,000 volunteers who 
IS Washington stale to boost 
rollrgc professnr and newly 

■an lliinn Italrd. 
ilysl.s (IticiimeniB llieir sue- 

piirilcliwlion among union 
»r esample. jumped to Z2% 
III m In I9M, when the De- 
then No cnraplete niim- 
k viilers' Innioul were nvall- 
ccdcrinl evkfence shows they 
ferenre In several key races, 
ir I fe. Where Democnls 
repel Ihe Republican elforl lo 
rnnr's office for Ihe first time 
tnicilnn. black voter tiimont 
>r d with m In 1991.
(Innc by the Oirlsllan Coali- 
hal Oemncralseven managed 
Ihe Republican Party's most

dMifcaiUlcd religious conser- 
saM they voted for a Oemoc- 

01 B.itd they voted for a Repub- 
~ I. Republicans garnered 6M 

the rellginuB right, as enm-

QiinafOEov.PtleWltsenfBi 
imilrtCw.MAHntr tPt
|Cov TirryBisnsladfR)

H ailltdCov. floyHonwi (p) 
n-kmilrd Eov LeMon OhOas (or 

0 iSov.Pnftitipi)
^ rGo».JInitdov(R) 
j mM Gov, Brnlmnn Hebon tP)~ 
H mina Gw. Bob Miller (D) 

nOail GeorjieVnnowichtRr

Cw. Aim CirJson (B)

A House Divided
Narrowest 201b nnlury House maioriiles: 

M/uaBlIY
«*8_______mvi WkBCfN
IHM9 RipiiWcsiitl 1
19t3-29 Hepublfcani U
io3l-H Republicans^ ' I

Oamoenu '' ii
t«3-69 Bepmfcins I
»»■» ReptiMesfti
HH90 Ripubllesni
’Smim Mn iec» CMttw «rn> Kra «w B 
:AfM«euii oriiei
'OrmotiiBiim mil mutlwMtutnemiM- 
pjisy

-’AW cwrne m imamM/Kf »

Minorities Put Democrats Over Top in Key Races

pared with the Democrats' 2IK. Some ol 
tlinl cniild be Allrfhuted to the OcmKirils’ 
rccnilimeni of more ennservative candl- 
dales, particularly In Ihe South. Bui Mr. 
Gephardl orgiicil that they were also al- 
Iracted to Ihe pa riy't focus on Issues rather 
than scandals.
News In Ihe Wee Hours

Christian Coallllon Director Hanily 
Talc agreed: 'Demotrails hnd an agenda, 
alhell A liberal agertda.. .and some agenda 
will beat no agenda every lime.'

Tire hill Impitcl on the House races and 
the campaigns lor governor couldn't be de­
termined until Ihe wee houn ol the morn­
ing. when Weal Coast results came In and 
close races were finnily determined.

Among Ihc lole gains tor Democmls 
were Iwo House senis In Washington, one 
In Wisconsin, and another In Calllornla. 
The Repiihllcans managed IlieIr own olf- 
selllng wins on the West Coasi, picking up 
two California House seals and defealing 
Uemocral Rep. Jay Johnson In Wisconsin.

Ihil Mr. .lolinsni). A former television re- 
iwiler who rode Mr. CHnIon's coallalts In 
I9SB lo win Ihe heavily Republican rtlslrirl 
based around Green any, proved lo be Hie 
only Democratic Incumbent lo go dowo In 
liefest. Five Republican Incuiiibcnls. on 
Ihe other hand, lost their seals.

Among Ihc late returns in the gover- 
non' races was the re-election ol llawnU 
Gov. Ren Cnyeiano, an endangered Oemey 
cral hurt by a weak economy. In Nebroskn 
and Colorado. Republicans managed Iwo 
victories that helped looffset Chel r losses In 
the South. Nebraska Gov. Ben Nelson will 
be ! :eeded by Lincoln Mayor Mike Jo­
hanns and Colorado's Roy Romcr will be 
succeeded by Stale Treasurer Bill Owens,

By niMNWPAHKBV
atnfj Hriktrirw <\/Tm: Ur*i.i.AiiiKKT.r'>l>HH«i,

Minority voters were decisive In key 
ciccllons Tuesday, leclalmlugcenler stage 
from Ihe "angry white males" wlm torpe­
doed Dcmocrnlic hopes four years ago.

This lime, II was nonwhltes, especially 
African-Americans, parliciilarly In Ihe 
Deep Smilh. who speniheadecl u suriulslng 
Demncra He rcsii rgence. Siriilcgisis u| both 
parlies concliHled that black votes made 
the dlllereiice In iwo Senate .mil Iwo gu- 
bernalnrl nl races In IIh Sotilli, as well ns I n 
(he Hew York Senaic race. Dcmncrullc 
tundiitalcs prevailed In all five.
Moll vaUMi by Tin cal lo Cllnion

"Tlie bl.ick vole obviously was critical 
In Ihe outcome of many mces.' While 
House pnltsler kl.irk Penn snhl. "They 
were energlr.ed by seeing Hie nepiihllcan 
right ibrcnIcA rncsidrnt Ctlnlon aucinlllhc 
Clininn administration slanib for.'

Republican pollsltr Kddle klahe 
agreed. "Wc |Rcpiib1iciiiu| probably gol 
6cn of Ihc wliilc vole In Ibclimilh.' he said. 
"Bnl If yiNi're only getling r.‘, or IK nf Hie 
black vole. II Jiisl makes 11 really, really, 
really (liriicnil lo move Hie niiinbera. The 
Democrals did on eslnordinarlly line job 
In commuiifr.'illng the message. 'Those 
people nre 0 thre.sl lo you,' and a Ihreal Is 
always the ninsl powerful motivator.'

P.'irudnilrally. ekli polls show brack 
lurnnii didn 't Increase on i nnllonal buls; 
In IncI, black voters .iccounled for on esti­
mated IIK of Hie loial national vole this 
year, down f rum IW In the Li si olf-yea r elec­
tion of 1991. llVIilles accoiinlDd lor 82% of (he 
vote tills year, llls|unks $% and Aslan- 
Ainctlcans K.) But Mucks gave an estl- 
mnlcd BS%. of Hieir voles lo Democrals. The 
black lin]iacl was espccl.illy ooaccnlrnted In

Mlecllve, highly compelltive ritres.
In Alubnnia, for esampic. Hie victorious 

Democratic candjdiile (or guveriior. Don- 
Bid Siegelmnn, drew 99% of ilic black vote, 
according loesfl-poll esOmates. Well over 
90% of Ihe black vole In New York went lo 
Democratic Scnole candidale Charles 
Sclinmer, who ousted Repiihllcin Incum­
bent Sen. Alfonse D'Amalo. In Illinois, De- 
nvoc ralk Sen. Ca rol Moseley' liiann, who Is 
an African-American, lost re-eletllon de­
spite pirllhig on esiimoled 9n olthc black 
vole. In klaryl.-ind. where incumbent Ue- 
mncratlc Rov. I’iiiris Glendenlng survived 
a lough GOP dinllenger, Ihe bl.ick vote 
jumped lo 20% ol Ihe total Ibis year Irom 
only 12% I n 1981, accord I ng In senior po1 It I- 
ral analyst David IbKills of the Joint Cen­
ter for Political and Economic Stiifllcs.

A guml ecnimmy. combined with 
liimoui aiiprals Iroin Preskient aiiiton, la­
bor unions and others, m.ide Ihe itlHcr- 
enre, Mr. Bositis said. A reerni survey by 
Ihe Joint Center foimd that blacks, by a 
Sl% msjorlly, felt belter off under the Clin­
ton economy. "Dlacbs still aren't making 
as iniirh as whites, bid tlie btiick poverty 
rale Is alanoll-llmelow.'
Paltctn Among Ulspan let 
~ Hlspnnlcs,« rapidly growing group es- 
pcclcd to oiilniimber Alrtcan-Amcrlcans 
wilhin a decade or so, also tilled loward 
Democrals on Tuesday. But IheInnHe was 
lar less monolllhlc lhaii the blurk vole.

In CnIHornla. Incurn|>fp» iv»ninrriiHf 
Senainr harbatU-Diixer drew an csllnial^ 
71% ol the IH.sn.inic vote In hef Ikliiidtirrf
eTCClIOn bid. IShe anil f:ni> rlinilpmrer 
Mail pong spill the Ailim-Anieilenn vnliT i 
In Tekfts, GOP Gov. George W. Diush won 
nearly half cl theMcsIcnn-Amrrican vole. 

"The ffispanic vole Is still very iniicli up

Hopes of Some Tobacco Poes Go Up in Smoke
Am gi S'I-iikk-t JisuHNtkl. SUvfS flrpik/irr

WASHINGTON-When the proposed 
nalltNinl tobacco selllrmcnl was an­
nounced III June 1987. Ihe allonieyi gen­
eral who ncgolialcd it were thought to be 
desi IneiMor 11 Ighcr nirirc,

Hill a hill l)a.ifll on Ihc settlement died 
In Hie Scmile, and some ol the atlorncys 
general musi pniniliirnlly iissocLilcil with 
the anlltobarro inoveinenl Biilfereti de­
feats In Ibis week's elect loii.v.

Miniiesnln Alloi ncy Geiieriil Hubert II. 
“Skip" Humphrey, a Democrat whose suit 
against tobacco coni|unies grabbed head­
lines. lost Ihe governor's race to Reform 
Parly candidale s former professional 
wrest ler J "The Body" Ventura.

In Mais.ichusetts, Denmcrallc Altor

ncy General iicolt llarslibargcr, who sired 
tutoccocompanies and helped lonegnllale 
the proposed selHemeni. hast loRcjnibllriin 
Paid Celliiixl In his bid for governor. Jay 
Nison. Missouri's Deinocralk attorney 
general wlio sued lobarto cDmp.in1es In 
1991, lost hli Senate race to hicumbeiil Re­
publican Christopher 'Kit' Rond.

No! everyone associated with the nnti- 
lobacco movement lost. Cnlifarnia Democ­
rat Gr.iy Dnvis and Alabama Democrat 
Don.ild Siegciman, both of wlwm had filed 
private Ijvisulis as lieutenant governors 
against lob.icco comp.inln In soHdartly 
with Ihe attorneys general, won giibema- 
lorlal eleci In their respective stales.

Other attorneys general who had sued 
tobacco companies were re elected.

for gratis.' said Frank Sharry. eseciirive 
dircclw ol Hie Nallonal Immigration Fn- 
nim, n pnrim migration group. "And wliilc 
Men lean-Americans lean Democratic, 
they slIN vole by candlilaie and by Issues." 
klr. Bash reached out in them, a culliirolly 
ciHiserv.iiive group, by stressing family Is­
sues and targeting a dls|Hiiimrllojiate 
amount ol his campaign Irensiiiy to El 
Paso and other irisp.inlc areas,

Minority voters also seem lo have 
longerTHcllioriei. in uiiuornUi. GDP eii-
IlcfAAtbfliii ranmrl.Hf ll.in liinporn w|in
loai bla to Democrat Gray Dovls. was hurl 
by the strident ami-imaiieiraiion stand" 
l.il(^n by GUk bov. i-eie wllsnu In 1994. 
Meanwhile, inccess/ul appeals lo mlnorl- 
llcs, whelliei by Democrats nr by Hciiiihll- 
enns such as Gov. Bush, also rested on 
iMinda Hons that have taken years lo bid Id.

Gov. JItnh, fur csnmple, 'spoke rail for 
lllsponics' while some olher promlnenl 
nepubllcans were bashing Immigrants In 
Ihe 1998 COP president lAl pri ma rics, noted 
Hr. Sharry. Meanwhile, President Clinton 
has stead I ly championed Issues of black 
concern, said Mr. Oosllls of the Joinl Cen­
ter (or Pollllcal and Economic Slndles.

AskeiHI Mr. Clinton is Indebted lohiack 
voters. Ml. Bosllls replied: "If you look at 
the 1988 budget deal. Ihc While House al­
ready h.i 8 delivered lo Ihe black caucus. '



I legislatiw^n^l Women, minorities propelkd
J ^^(tl fWIUW^ PftA h.U BIBS nrti ^UWlflil •tatLiUtal

Democrats in races
U 1\|5

9te legislatures
II stBiB legislatures on Election 
sr Ihey oonlrol as well bs trie 
■s cl oovemment. Key gains 
Mrs. North Caofeu. V^shington 
looh chambera In Micli^an 
I one party comrab boiri riouBss

OeffloorP GOP S|dn
Mo.
Natx«
Nev.
N.M.
N.J.’
N.M.
NY
N.C.
N.D.
OMo

sr
TsB tt.. .

Tenn.
1 i
Uteri
VI,
v».'
w.v '
WIs.
wyo.

X
X

X
X

X
X

draw «Mieresskinal end legbla- 
live district lines aAer the 2000 
C L

Governors and legislahires 
redraw ihuse maps every 10 
years to relied the demo­

graphic makeup of (heir 
71101 power can be used by the 
dominant pollllcal parly to 
draw lines trial help their can­
didates win election to Con­
gress end trie legblaiure.

Excessivtiy partisan redls- 
irlctlng, however, can be chal­
lenged In court. 11 often Is done 
lo Increase — or reduce — the 
Influence of mlnorlly volersu

''Democrats across this 
country made It very clear ihai 
they want lo be heard when II 
comes lime to draw dlslrtcl 
lines," Maryland Senate Presi- 
deni Thotnas Miller says.

Going Into the etectlon, Re- 
puUlcana had hoped to lake 
control of a doren or more 
stale legislalive chamtMrs, In- 
chidiitg both bouses in several 
states- Hiey gained only In 
Michigan and Minnesota.

By conlraal. Democrats 
picked up iriB^aritles In Indi­
ana, New Hampshire, North 
Carolina, Wnsrilngum and Wtv 
consin. In Wbshlngian. Ihey 
look over control of both 
houses from RepufallcansL

The changes at (he state lev­
el, unlike those In Congress, 
will have an Immediate Im­
pact. fn Florida. Michigan and 
Colorado, Republicans will 
control Hie governor's oflice 
and both branches of the legis­
lature. In Collloinla. Norih 
Chrolina. Waablngton and Ala­
bama, Democrats will exercise 
total control. One party wHI 
corarot both legislalive houses 
In 2f states, up from 16 today.

This year, says Ttm Storey of 
(he National Conlerence ol 
Slate Legislatures, "people 
weren't looking fOr a whole lot 
of change.”

Rcpuhlicane stale elec-

sues. not breed national trends. 
As a resulL Ihey drew no lofty 
conclusloiia from (he results.

"These are races ihal are de­
cided at Ihe neighborhood lev­
el," soys Mike CoHIns, spokes­
man for Ihe Republican 
National Committee.

The most significant state 
legislative lesulls came in 
these statea-

^ Indiana, where Demo­
crats broke a lie In (he House 
10 win a mn)(vlly. That will 
help Democratic Gov. Frank 
O'Dannon combat a Republi­
can Sertale.

PNew Hampshire, where 
Democrats took conirol of the 
Senate lor the llrsl time dnee 
1912 ond were likely to pick up 
about 13 seats In the Republl- 
can-nin House.

^ North Carolina, where 
Deniocrais lotA (he House and 
padded their lead In Ihe Sen­
ate. TDal will give Gov. James 
Hunt a uiilDed governmeni.

» WashlrtgtoD, where both 
houses moved Into the Demo­
cratic camp far Democratic 
Gov. Gary Locke.

^Wlseonslo, where Demo- 
crau took over (he Senate end 
denied GOP Gov. Tommy 
Thompson full conirol ol (he 
leglslalure.

¥ Michigan, where Republi­
cans took over Ihe Hotse on 
Ihe coattails ol GOP Cou. John 
Engler, who will have boUi 
houses In his camp.

¥ IdfaneMla, where Repub­
licans took over the House. 
Wllh the Senate remaining 
Democratic and Reform Party 
candidate Jesse Ventura elect­
ed governor, power will be spUi 
three ways.

JBl'ed h.niewe €nou^ wt6J3i Housb SDeAk^r Um/i rinfi'i. 

«wl union members b?l|^^,^‘ boSJ'S^“™ ^'rf'****®^ oulcotiie. acthisb ftm

voting-^ popumuort wuerturnouuflbof Ihe Ra^ Tkie, director of the OrtalJaa CoaUlloa ns
wcuum in Washlnglon, D.C aiaSrt aS!l*tter-Uiaii-«ipecled show-

Onter, women "gave much stronger support to Demo- 
crals lhan men gave to Republicans."

Although Imwil-MrSti Beniihll^iir. <||,1 m^u amnna Hl^

oa^ourfb of Xs irigile memberSiip to ^?iheCO^* 
«nmeo luroed oul at about Uo same rale a men. Bui aooordiivi to the r«hpS^in J-Tr,^

!®lj!aEI33iS

TOat Ustorlc hlgti-wBter mark onfy ahaooea Btsb^ pa 
tenllalas.ooPim^enUal axiUntter In MW 

In New Wrk, Democrat Cbarfei Sebumer stunnel

____sSSSiSS-"'crab such as Oruz BHiamafi 
6 .^?Vli!Ptrntlj*niirTtirFnni

Eidl polb conducted by the SoulhwesI Voter Regblre- 
tlon EdiMstian Pro/ecI showed Bush look 57ft of tbetlis- 
panlc vote, wllh 63ft golpg to bis Democrallc challenger

He toe turnout exceeded Afrkan-Amertams’ 27ft 

5?^ ^ and el®ci lijir-
bert BflXer as tteitolrt first WachaJlOT^ general

^.
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AMD POLICY PRIORITIES

Center on Budget and 

Policy Priorities

From the desk of... 
Ellen Nissenbaum 

Legislative Director

202-408-1080 
Fax; 202-408-1056 

nissenbaum@cbpp.org.

To: Maria Echaveste

Date: Dec. 8
RE: Odds/ends

Hello Maria. You may remember seeing me - with my little girl in hand - at the event last 
Friday with the President on the Earned Income Tax Credit. We had helped get the families for the event 
and, as you rr\ay know, do a lot of work on the EITC. After I saw you, I stuck my head in your office to see 
you for a minute (and because I wanted Nora to meet as 1 explained to her, "one of the important women 
in the WH who helps the President"), but you seemed quite busy so 1 didn't want to interrupt. I wanted to 
catch up with you regarding three things:

One, the memo we (signed by Bob Greei\stein) sent you and others regarding the proposal to include in the 
President’s FY 2000 budget further targeted restorations for legal immigrants. 1 know Cecilia Munoz will .be 
talking with you as well on this. We've had a few more thoughts about it -nothing cribcial, but thought I'd 
pass them along if you had a chance.

Two, I didn't know if you were aware of a significant problem in New York City - and now emerging 
elsewhere in the country - of low income families being denied the ability to even apply for food stamp and 
Medicaid benefits when they apply for TANF. I'm enclosing a two-pager we did on this at the request of 
some Hill folks who wanted more information. We are talking to the agency and DPC staff but are 
increasingly concerned that, with every passing day, more poor families are failing to receive critical 
assistance that they are entitled to and badly need. This is not just about having the agencies enforce the 
law, but actually help promote use of these "work support" programs that help poor families transition 
from welfare to work.

Finally, and on a personal note, wanted to see if you could assist me: my daughter, Nora, 
had hoped to meet the President. We had hoped to get a picture (w/her and the Prez) so 
she could do a report for her P' grade show/tell. Unfortunately, he had to leave right 
after lus remarks. (He did wave at her - and she was thrilled-') I wondered if it's possible 
to get a photo of the President, perhaps one that could be signed to Nora. If so, it could 
either be mailed to her (3047 Oliver St NW, DC 20015) or I can arrange to pick it up.

Thanks Maria. Perhaps we'll get a chance to catch up at some point. Enjoy the holidays.

820 First Street, NE, Suite 510, Washington, DC 20002 
Tel: 202-408-1080 Fax:202-408-1056 center@center.cbpp.org http://www.cbpp.org HN0026
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DENYING POOR FAMILIES THE RIGHT TO APPLY 
FOR MEDICAID AND FOOD STAMPS IN NEW YORK CITY

For more than two decades, one of the most basic principles of federal Medicaid 
and food stamp law has been that all persons have the right to apply for benefits with­
out delay. Through Republican and Democratic administrations, and through numer­
ous rounds of legislation liberalizing or narrowing these programs' eUgibility rules, this 
principle has remained inviolate. When the Reagan Administration learned that a few 
local offices in one state were limiting households' right to apply for food stamps, it 
took prompt and firm action to compel the state to bring those offices practices into
compliance with federal law.

Nonetheless, New York City has established a poUcy of deUberately delaying 
low-income families' opportunity to apply for Medicaid and food stamps. City offiaals 
have been quoted in news accounts saying that families are made to return, m some 
cases more than once, before they may receive an appUcation form. The City argues 
that it has made applying for Medicaid and food stamps more difficult to encourage 
families to become self-sufficient. This practice, however, is both counterproductive 
and uidawful. Even if families denied the right to apply for Medicaid and food stamps 
find entry-level jobs, few will receive health insurance for their family and many will 
remain poor enough that they need food stamps to help feed their families. Food 
stamp rules aUow extensive work requirements to be imposed on applicants and recipi­
ents, but they do not permit states or cities to deny households the right even to apply 

or to delay the point at which they may apply.

So far. New York has instituted these new practices in nine offices throughout 
the City. Another nine are slated to be converted to these policies by the end of the 
year, with the remainder changing over by the end of March. Both the Health Care 
Financing Administration (HCFA), the component of HHS that oversees the Medicaid 
program, and USDA's Food and Nutrition Service (FNS), which administers the Food 
Stamp Program, are investigated these practices, the details of which the City has 
readily admitted in media articles. To date, however, neither federal agency has taken 

any formal enforcement action.
Food Stamp Law. The 1996 welfare law restricted food stamp eligibility for cer­

tain individuals (mainly legal immigrants and unemployed persons without children), 
but a broad bipartisan consensus remained that states may not deny anyone the right to 
apply for food stamp benefits. Indeed, section 835 of the welfare law reiterated a long­
standing food stamp rule by requiring that "a State agency...shall permit an applicant 
household to apply to participate in the program on the same day the household first 
contacts a food stamp office in person during office hours" (emphasis added). City

820 First Street, NE, Suite 510, Washington, DC 20002 
Tel: 202-408-1080 Fax:202-408-1056 center@center.cbpp.org http://www.cbpp.org HN0026
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officials have been quoted as saying that they expect that when FNS issues regulations 
to implement the 1996 welfare law. New York will be permitted to pursue its policy of 
refusing to accept applications at the initial visit. That is flatly incorrect. Since the 1996 
law itself contains the explicit requirement that households be allowed to apply on the 
first day they contact the office, no regulations can override the statutory requirement.

Part of the reason for requiring food stamp offices to accept immediate applica­
tions is that section 838 of the 1996 welfare law requires that food stamps be provided 
within seven days of applying to households in particularly severe need — for exam­
ple, a household with less that $150 of gross income for the month and no more that 
$100 in liquid resources. The City has said it is recording the names and addresses of 
people who initially try to apply for food stamps. If the household is not allowed to 
complete an application, however, its need for emergency food stamps cannot be 
assessed.

It should be noted that the federal government pays the entire cost of food stamp 
benefits. New York City is achieving no savings for the dty or state budgets by deny­
ing families the right to apply for food stamps. Indeed, since the City and State each 
pay a quarter of food stamp administrative costs, they may be increasing their costs by 
requiring eligibility workers to see families more times than is necessary for an appli­
cation.

Medicaid Law. Medicaid rules are equally clear. Section 1902(a)(8) of the Medi­
caid statute requires states to "provide that all individuals wishing to make application 
for medical assistance under the (Medicaid] plan shall have opportunity to do so." Sec­
tions 435,906 and 435.930 of the federal regulatioi\s implement this statute by requiring 
that state and local agencies operating Medicaid "must afford an individual wishing to - 
do so the opportunity to apply for Medicaid without delay” and must "furnish Medicaid 
promptly to recipients without any delay caused by the agency's administrative procedures” 
(emphasis added). The 1996 welfare law did not change any of these requirements.


