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SCHEDULING REQUEST PROPOSAL
August 19, 1999

ACCEPT REGRET PENDING

• 3B

TO:

FROM:

REQUEST:

PURPOSE:

DATE & TIME: 

AUDIENCE:

BACKGROUND:

Stephanie Streett 
Assistant to the President and 
Director of Scheduling

Ben Johnson
Assistant to the President and 
Director, Office of the President’s Initiative 
for One America

For the President to demonstrate the Anti-Defamation 
League's "HateFilter". The HateFilter protects 
children from getting onto hate sites inadvertently.

To combat the proliferation of hate and intolerance 
through the internet and to highlight positive 
campaigns to promote tolerance and non-violence.

September 1999. Time TBD.

Weekly Reader and Scholastic Magazine CEOs, 
prominent children's advocates, educators, young 
people, civil rights community and other groups 
engaged in similar efforts.

On August 12, 1999, the President met with key 
leaders of the Jewish community, as part of his series 
of outreach meetings with various constituencies.
The shootings at the Jewish Community Center in 
Los Angeles was an important topic of discussion. 
The President heard about the "HateFilter" that the 
Anti-Defamation League had developed to combat 
the effects of the explosion of hate sites on the 
internet and expressed an interest in conducting a 
White House demonstration.



During September, the President is sending out 
messages of tolerance to the 25 million young people 
who read the Weekly Reader and Scholastic 
Magazine. The proposed event will demonstrate a 
device that will assist parents in protecting their 
children from hate sites on the internet, as well as 
highlight the President's messages to young people.

In light of the recent rash of school violence and hate 
crimes, from Columbine to Bloomington to Los 
Angeles, it would be a timely message. The event 
would provide a spotlight on the many positive efforts 
that are happening across the country to fight 
intolerance and violence. It would be ideal to tie the 
demonstration to the timing of the publications of the 
Presidential messages to young people and to the 
overall "back to school" season.

DURATION: 1 hour.

RECOMMENDED BY: Ben Johnson.

CONTACT: Ben Johnson x 65189.

ORIGIN OF THIS PROPOSAL: Staff and the Anti-Defamation League
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WASHINGTON
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August 13,1999 \

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PR^IDENT AND VICE PRESIDENT 

FROM: BEN JOHNSON

fc3(^Ltcrh^

e
. I ■/»

SUBJECT: OFFICE ON THE PRESIDENT’S INITIATIVE FOR ONE AMERICA 
WEEKLY REPORT

ACTIONS

Outreach Meeting with Jewish Leaders; Prior to your meeting with Jewish leaders, I 
met with them to discuss how we could work together to prevent similar incidents like 
the tragic shootings in Los Angeles. We agreed to collaborate on issues of race, 
ethnicity, and justice. They indicated that they would redouble their efforts in support of 
stronger gun control measures and hate crimes legislation. The office is currently 
working to place tolerance and diversity messages on all hate sites on the internet.

I
Incidentally, I understand that you got an opportunity hear about the Anti-Defamation^ 5 
League's (ADL) hate filter, Septamhfir would be a great time for vnu to demonstrate 
how the filter works. We could set something up around the time you will be 
comriiuiiicatmu vuUt luleraiiCb iiiessage Ivj ihilliuns of teenagers via Scholastic j// ^
Maqayine and grade Rr.hnnl children thrniigh the Weekly Header.

Black Farmers: As you are aware, the National Black Farmers Association (NBFA) 
demonstrated against the Department of Agriculture (USDA). They claim that the ' ^ ^ 
Department is moving too slowly in processing the claims of black farmers who had 
npterl nut of the Pigford (JIass and m changing procedures for distributing land'in 
inventory. The farmers also feel that the Department is failing to ade_quatelv^nce the 
outreacFTprograms for black farmers. According to USDA, only 15 of the 185 farmers 
who opted out had pending claims that could be processed. Offers are being made or k ^ 

ill be made to them within the next 30-45 days. W. \

On the day of the demonstration, the USDA Civil Rights Director met with 30 
representatives of the farmers and advised them that no changes had been made 
relative to land in inventory. She then met individually with 11 farmers who had 
complaints or wanted to discuss implementation of their settlement agreements.
Additionally, several members of the CBC, including Congressman Clybum, are 
lobbying for Rev. Joe Lowery to be appointed to the position of Monitor. This position 
was established by the class action settlement agreement.
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August 13.1999

Mr. Ben Johnson '.
Asst, to the Presisient & Director,

The White House Office of the President’s Initiative for One America 
Old Executive Office Building ~ Room 468 ■
Washington, DC 20500

DearBen:

As always, it was a pleasure speaking with you this afternoon. I spoke 
wiffi our Los Angeles Director, David Lehrer, and he is ffarwarding a 
written piece about Sunday’s Unity Rally to you before the end of the day.

As I mentioned to you, we were very pleased that at yesterday’s meeting 
with Jewish leaders the President expressed interest in conducting a 
demonstration oftheADLHateiFilter for the Press. Tying the 
demonstration to the timing of the WeeiJy Reader letter, as well as the 
overall •hack-to-school” season is ideal. We are ready to move forward 
with vdiatever is necessmy firom our end to irdce this happen. Lets touch 
base after you have discussed the idea with Aiui Lewis.

So my friend, I hope you get to grab that vacation we spoke about soon 
and relax a bit. I look forward to speaking with you in the near future 
(my direct line is 212-885>7801). Thanks for your help.

Sincerely,

^IKLSteni-L

INOlOF

Caiyl M. Stem-LaRosa 
Director, Education Division

& the ADL AWORLD OF DIFFERENCE Institiite

Anti-Defematiort League of rnai B'rith, 823 United Nations Piara, New York, NY 10017 
(212) 88S-7700 FAX: (212) 867-0779 www.adLbrg

TQTPiL P.02



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

July 21, 1999

Dear Students:
I am delighted to welcome you back to school. As we 

approach the year 2000, it's a particularly exciting time to 
be a student in America. I hope that all of you will take 
advantage of the many opportunities your schools have to offer.

Many young people have written to me over the past few 
months about the gun violence that has occurred in our nation's 
schools. I believe that everyone deserves schools that are safe 
and secure, and, as your President, I am working with members of 
Congress and your state and local leaders to find ways to prevent 
such violence in the future.

You can help us by talking with your parents, teachers, and 
friends about your concerns and ideas for making things better. 
Include people of all backgrounds in your activities, and learn 
about cultures and interests that are different from your own.
We all need one another, and we must learn from and respect one 
another.

Thank you for doing your part, and best wishes for a 
productive and safe school year.



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

August 19, 1999

Dear Students:
I am delighted to sending my greetings. As we approach a 

new millennium, it's a rewarding time to be a student. I hope 
that-all of you will take advantage of the many opportunities 
your schools have to offer.

Many young people have written to me o-yer the past few 
months about the incidents of gun violence in our nation's 
schools. Everyone deserves^schools that are safe and secure, 
and, as your President, I am working with members of Congress 
and your state and local leaders to find ways to prevent such 
violence in the future.

While we do this, it is important for you to tell your 
parents, teachers, and friends your concerns and ideas for making 
things better. Speak up in disapproval when you hear intolerant 
comments. Include people of all backgrounds in your activities, 
and learn about cultures that are different from your own. We 
all need one another, and we must help and respect one another.

We can do great things for our fellow citizens, our country, 
and ourselves if we break down barriers and reach out our hands. 
Thank you for doing your part, and best wishes for a productive 
and safe school year.

Sincerely,
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peter E. BERGEN
president
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OPBCER

200 RBST STAMFORD PLACE 
P.O. BOX 120023 
STAMFORD CT 08912-0023 
203-70SO667 
FAX 203-705-1667 DbsrQenawasklyreader.com

Mr. Ben Johnson 
Director of the President’s 
Initiative for One America 

White House 
Washington, D.C.
20502

Dear Mr. Johnson,

April 28,1999

I, a pleasure speaking with you yesterday. Weekly K^et woWd b^d to 
^cip4 in communicating the President’s message to Amenca s chtidren.

SiS^e namre of the teirible tragedy in Colorado, our recommendation would be to 

insert the letter only for grades 4 and above.

so that new students wouldn’t feel ostracized or isolated.

^“J’werS'lail" P-eut a
message from the President
I’m attaching copies of Ihe Weekly Reader publications whose audience we feel would 

be appropriate for the President’s message.



Mr. Ben Johnson 
AprU28,1999 
Page Two

I’ll be out of the office most of next week, but can certainly be reached by telephone. 
Please let me know if you have any questions, or comments on how Weekly Reader can 

be of service.

Very truly yours.

yv
Peter E. Bergen 
President / CEO



June 29,1999

Mr. Ben Johnson 
Assistant to the President
Director of the President’s Initiative on One America 

The White House 
Washington, DC 20502

SCHOLASTIC INC 
555 Broadway 
New York. NY 

10012-3999
(212) 343-6700

in many of om magaanes. As you know, we address the impotoce of ol^ce and divemly 
as a fu^nta] focus of oui editorial mission. However, nothing w^d be more mea^l 
to our readers - teachers and students aiike - «ian a message fiom the Praident to help tl^ 
discuss their feelings sibout Littleton and to look ahead to this tragedy’s important lesson for
individuals and for our society. ^ „A bit more by way of background: Shortly after the Uttleton shootmg. we sent two of our
top editors to Colorado to interview dozens of people aftected by the tryedy. ^ong those 
interviewed were parents and students who lost relatives to gunfire, students^o wtnessed the 
shooting from the Ubraiy floor, clergy who have counseled the bereaved, md tw^ers and 
principles at the four high schools in the area. Scholastic’s editors returned ^th hundreds of 
pages of dramatic and moving personal stories. More than that, they returned with a message 
that wc must empower our young readers with a sense of u^rstan^ and hope.

In the special section, we wiU seek to help readers think critically about thei^clves and 
others, to develop healthy strategies to address anger and misunderstanding, and to focus on 
solutions. The special section will be supported and extended by a major special report on our
Web site.

We would be delighted to explore with you further our invitation for the Resident’s 
involvement and to hear your comments about our proposed special section. He has 
contributed to our magazines in tiie past and his messages have been greatly ^predated by
teachers, students and parents. Thanks so much for your consideration.

Yours sincerely.

Richard Robinson
President, Chief Executive Officer
and Chairman of the Board

David Goddy ^
Vice President, Editor-in-Chief 
Scholastic Magazines

cc: Karen Finney
Chief of Staff, Office of the President
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THE WHITE HOUSE

Domestic Policy Council

DATE:S/23|^^

0ruA^ r^(L
FACSIMILE FOR: UaL. UlA-.

PHONE: ( )

FACSIMILE FROM: irene b. bueno

FAX:( )6 -ZJIS'

PHONE: ^02 )456 _ 6558 ^ 202^456 _7028 or 5581

NUMBER OF PAGES (INCLUDING COVERV. O

[ ] FORY( 
[k PER -MARJOR VOICE-MAIL MESSAGE TO YOU

PER YOUR REQUEST

COMMENTS:



Irene Bueno

08/23/99 11:33:27AM^

Record Type: Record

To:

cc:

Bruce N. Reed/OPD/EOP, Eric P. Liu/OPD/EOP, Thomas L. Freedman/OPD/EOP

Subject: Re: scheduling request

Attached is a scheduling request from Ben Johnson for the President to participate in a demonstration of 
the Anti-Defamation League's (ADL) Hatefilter in September. Ben has asked if DPC wouid iike to 
cosponsor this request.

During the President's meeting with reiigious ieaders earlier this month, the hatefiiter was discussed and 
the President expressed interest in conducting such a demonstration. Aiso, in a recent weekiy 
submission from Ben the President indicated his interest (i wiii send a hard copy of the weekiy). The 
hatefiiter protects chiidren from getting onto hate sites inadvertently.

Please advise or iet me know if you have any questions. Thanks.

Forwarded by Irene Bueno/OPD/EOP on 08/23/99 11 ;33 AM ■

^ Kathleen K. Ahn 
^ 08/23/99 10:20:06 AM

Record Type: Record

To: Irene Bueno/OPD/EOP@EOP

cc:
Subject: Re: scheduling request ^

hatefilter.doq^j here it is. thank you.



SCHEDULING REQUEST PROPOSAL

August 19, 1999

ACCEPT REGRET PENDING

TO:

FROM:

REQUEST:

PURPOSE:

DATE & TIME: 

AUDIENCE:

BACKGROUND:

Stephanie Streett 
Assistant to the President and 
Director of Scheduling

Ben Johnson
Assistant to the President and 
Director, Office of the President’s Initiative 
for One America

For the President to demonstrate the Anti-Defamation 
League's "HateFilter". The HateFilter protects 
children from getting onto hate sites inadvertently.

To combat the proliferation of hate and intolerance 
through the internet and to highlight positive 
campaigns to promote tolerance and non-violence.

September 1999. Time TBD.

Weekly Reader and Scholastic Magazine CEOs, 
prominent children's advocates, educators, young 
people, civil rights community and other groups 
engaged in similar efforts.

On August 12, 1999, the President met with key 
leaders of the Jewish community, as part of his series 
of outreach meetings with various constituencies.
The shootings at the Jewish Community Center in 
Los Angeles was an important topic of discussion. 
The President heard about the "HateFilter" that the 
Anti-Defamation League had developed to combat 
the effects of the explosion of hate sites on the 
internet and expressed an interest in conducting a 
White House demonstration.



During September, the President is sending out 
messages of tolerance to the 25 million young people 
who read the Weekly Reader and Scholastic 
Magazine. The proposed event will demonstrate a 
device that will assist parents in protecting their 
children from hate sites on the internet, as well as 
highlight the President's messages to young people.

In light of the recent rash of school violence and hate 
crimes, from Columbine to Bloomington to Los 
Angeles, it would be a timely message. The event 
would provide a spotlight on the many positive efforts 
that are happening across the country to fight 
intolerance and violence. It would be ideal to tie the 
demonstration to the timing of the publications of the 
Presidential messages to young people and to the 
overall "back to school" season.

DURATION: 1 hour.

RECOMMENDED BY: Ben Johnson.

CONTACT: Ben Johnson x 65189.

ORIGIN OF THIS PROPOSAL: Staff and the Anti-Defamation League



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASH I NGTON

August 13,1999

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PR^IDENT AND VICE PRESIDENT 

FROM; BEN JOHNSON

fd(CLLcrh^

( , I A

SUBJECT: OFFICE ON THE PRESIDENT’S INITIATIVE FOR ONE AMERICA 
WEEKLY REPORT

ACTIONS

Outreach Meeting with Jewish Leaders; Prior to your meeting with Jewish leaders, I 
met with them to discuss how we could work together to prevent similar incidents like 
the tragic shootings in Los Angeles. We agreed to collaborate on issues of race, 
ethnicity, and justice. They indicated that they would redouble their efforts in support of 
stronger gun control measures and hate crimes legislation. The office is currently 
working to place tolerance and diversity messages on ail hate sites on the internet.

I

Incidentaliy, I understand that you got an opportunity hear about the Anti-Defamation^
League's (ADL) hate filter. September would he a great time fnr you tn ripmongtratp 
hgw the filter works. We could set something up around the time you will be 
-ComniuiiicatiiiLj luleranue iiicssags to iiHlIimia of teenagers via scholastic i// '
Maqa7infi anrigradR .sr.hnnl nhilHran thrniir|h thp Weekly Reader. ----- Ir

Black Fanners: As you are aware, the National Black Farmers Association (NBFA) _ 
demonstrated against the Department of Agriculture (USDA). They claim that the ^ - 
Department is moving too slowly in processing the claims of black farmers who had 
opted out of the Pigtord Class ana in changing procedures for distributincTia^^ri 

inventory. The farmers also feel that the Department is failing to adeouateiTfinance the ^ 
outreadT^rograms for black farmers. According to USDA. only 15 of the 185 farmers 

who opted out had pending claims that could be processed. Offers are being made or^ 
ill be made to them within the next 30-45 days. V. H

On the day of the demonstration, the USDA Civil Rights Director met with 30 
representatives of the farmers and advised them that no changes had been made 
relative to land in inventory. She then met individually with 11 farmers who had 
complaints or wanted to discuss implementation of their settlement agreements.
Additionally, several members of the CBC, including Congressman Clybum, are 
lobbying for Rev. Joe Lowery to be appointed to the position of Monitor. This position 
was established by the class action settlement agreement.



;.-n. K'>flUG-13-1999 15=08 ANTI DEFAMATION LEAGUE 212 490 0187 P.02/02

/

OfFICCRSOHTHE 
NaTiOnai, commission

Nalinnal Chair 
HOWARD P. aERKOWITZ 
Naiiorul DIrnclor 
ABRAMam H, FOXMAN
G-uir
Nalion.ll l|<Mulive Commlnat 
Ol.tN A. TOBIAS
Akwdali; NaHoiul Oitmor 
Diredof, OavelDpmcnl 
PETEK 'r. WILLNER
Honorlrv Quin 
KENNETH I. flIALKIN 
SEYMOUR CRAUBARD 
maxwell E. CREENBERC 
BURTON M. lOSEPH 
BURTON S. LEVINSON 
MELVIN SALBERC 
DAVID H. STRaSSLER 
Vice Ch.lin
MEYER ElSENBERC 
Thomas c homburcer
jUDITH KRUPK 
LESTER POLLACK 
ALVIN I. ROCKOFF 
ROBERT C. SUCARMAN 
Honorary Vice Chairs 
LEONARD L. aBESS 
DOROTHY BINSTOCK 
RUDY BO.SCHWITZ 
EDGAR M, BRONFMAN 
MAXWELL DANE
MAX Fisher
BRUCE I, HOCHMAN 
SYDNEY F. lARKOW 
CEKI M. lOSEPH 
MAX M. KAMPELMAN 
SAM KANE
PHILIP V, KLUTZNICK 
PHILIP KKUPP 
BERNARD MARCUS 
SAMUEL H. MILLER 
BERNARD D. MINTZ 
MILTON MOLLEN 
ROHEKT R. NATHAN 
ROWLAND SCHAEFER 
IRVINC SHAPIRO 
lOEL SPRAYRECEn 
WILLIAM VFPRIN 
EUGENE WARNER
Carmen warschaw 
Sidney r. vates

Vice Ch,iif
N.ilion,il breculivir Conlrnillee
ceorce e. moss
Horujrjry Chair 
Naiiorul Execviirve Comminee 
RONALD a. S08EL 
frejburw
ROBERT H, NAFTALY
\ili!lonl Treasurer 
hurray KOPPELMan 
iecrcury
IaRBAIUL B. SALSER 
Lssisuni Secrvlary 
. GARRY MEHLER

Yesidenl, fl'iui B'rirh 
IICHARD D. HEIDEMAN 
xcculive Vice Prsnidenl 
I'fui B'rirh 
iDNCY Clearfield

Naliorutl Director 
llrcaor. Inirrnaiiorul Alfairs 
ENNETM IaCOBSON

HVISION DIRECTORS 
ivil Righls
-IZabEth ). COLEMAN

onirYtunily Soviet 
NN TCURK
iliCrIlion
ARYL STERNJ.AROSA
nance A AdminislralionDBBlEARBaFELO
ledership
LiiiUnl to the NaliotuI Director 
ARK O. MFOIN
jthelinH Sf Communicalioni 
ARK A. 6DELMAN

ashinglon Rente 
SS N, HORDES

uieral CoiinMl 
INOLD FORSTER

LkmUa^®

August 13. 1999

Mr. Ben Johnson
Asst, to the President & Director,

The White House Office of the President’s Initiative for One America 
Old Executive Office Building ~ Room 468 
Washington, DC 20500

Dear Ben:

As always, it was a pleasure speaking with you this afternoon. I spoke 
with our Los Angeles Director, David Lehrer, and he is forwarding a 
written piece about Sunday’s Unity Rally to you before the end of the day.

As I mentioned to you, we were veiy pleased that at yesterday’s meeting 
with Jewish leaders the President expressed interest in conducting a 
demonstration of the ADL HateFilter for the Press. Tying the 
demonstration to the timing of the Weekly Reader letter, as well as the 
overall “back-to>school” season is ideal. We are ready to move forward 
with whatever is necessary from our end to make this happen. Lets touch 
base after you have discussed the idea with Ann Lewis.

So my friend, I hope you get to grab that vacation we spoke about soon 
and relax a bit. I look forward to speaking with you in the near future 
(my direct line is 212-885-7801). Thanks for your help.

Sincerely,

aryl M Stem-LC^l M. Stem-LaRosa 
Director, Education Division

& the ADL AWORLD OF DIFFERENCE Institute

Anti-Defamation League of rnai B'rith, 823 United Nations Plaza, New York, NY 10017 
(212) 885-7700 FAX: (212) 74)779 www.adl.brg
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