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Hazards of Pfff 

Diesel Exhaust
■ Re "Diesel Exhaust Found to Pose 
Strong Cancer Risk,” April 23: It's 
amazing that the astounding dis­
covery of findings by a groiq> of 
scientists stated that emissions 
from diesel-fueled buses, trucks, 
etc. cause cancer and other diseases 
and are generally depicted to cause 
extremely unhealthy conditions.

Frankly, anyone living in the Los 
Angeles Basin would only take 
about 10 seconds to make the same 
discovery after sitting behind one 
of these vehicles on the road. It is 
appalling that our lawmakers allow 
the air to be poisoned by these 
vehicles.

When are they going to wise up 
and correct this harmful problem?

FRANK ABRAMOFF 
Beverly Hills

APR 3 0 1998

■ Wait just one minute! Of those 
14,850 who could die due to sec­
ondhand exposure to diesel smoke, 
how many are also a part of the 
232,572 who may die from second­
hand cigarette smoke?

These so-called statisticians are 
just playing into a government 
seeking more and more taxes to 
pursue top-down programs which 
ultimately can buy votes.

How about a $2.50-per-gallon 
tax on diesel fuel? That should 
make them happy.

SAMUEL L. CLARK II 
Redondo Beach

(Tljr ^'cUl Jlork (timcss
Circ; l,187,9t,c

Don’t Cut the Gas Tax^

To the Editor;
I take exception to Ronald Fra­

ser’s narrow approach in dealing 
with the problem of pork-barrel 
spending in the recenUy passed 
transportation bill (Op-Ed, April 28). 
He says that cutting the gasoline tax 
to 5 cents a gallon would 
pork. Yet taxes cannot be merely a 
revenue base; rather, they function 
as adjustments to markets and, as 
with taxes on gasoline, may also 
serve to compensate for a public 
“bad,” in this case, air pollution.

Instead of cutting an already insuf­
ficient gasoline tax — far below that 
of countries like Germany, Italy and 
France — an even higher tax could 
encourage the use of cleaner fuels, 
contribute to improving public trans- 
portaUon and, most important, de­
crease the United States’ demand for 
oil and dependence on oil-producing 
countries like Nigeria and Saudi Ara­
bia. JONATHAN Fox

New York, April 28,1998

Lilco Takeover Plan -

To the Editor:
Clitics of Gov. George E. Patakl’s 

plan to issue bonds for the takeover 
of the Long Island Lighting Compa­
ny’s electricity service continue to 
fault the |7 billion debt and suggest 
that somehow the plan will stand in 
the way of electric competition 
(news article. April 23).

The Long Island Power Authority 
plan will allow for every electric rate­
payer on Long Island to choose an 
electricity suppUer within five years. 
Any rate reduction from competition 
will be oi top of the 20 percent aver­
age reducUon that the Governor’s 
plan brings to every Long Islander 
immediately. Compare this with com- 
petltkn in other states, where most 
people are shying away from choosing 
an alternative supplier and total aver­
age rate reductions are less than 5 
percent Richard M. Kessel 
Chmn., Long Island Power Authority 

Uniondale, N.Y.. April 24.1998
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IT'S UNFORTUNATE that Vice President A1 Gore attenipted to advance his 

political agenda by blaming Florida's recent fires on global warming. His 
comments trivialized the losses suffered by hundreds of Floridians whose homes 
went up in flames.

Florida farmers disagree with Gore's assertion that global warming is a 
scientific fact requiring drastic action now. Even if the climate is warming, 
the global-warming treaty supported by the vice president is the wrong medicine.

The treaty would require this country to reduce carbon dioxide emissions 30 
percent below 1990 levels by 2010, while allowing such developing countries as 
China, India and Mexico to increase their emissions.

Instead of scapegoating to support his controversial agenda, Gore should 
focus on protecting the financial interests of American farmers and workers. 
Michael J. Stuart, President of Florida Fruit & Vegetable Association, ORLANDO
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Gbbal Wanning, Melting Glaciers
The sins of conunissioh and omis- this to solar cycles.) Whatever his

r\n in Inkn IT • ... __Sion in John K. Carlisle’s ‘T.lnhal 
Wanm'ng: Watch the Gladei^rET 
ters, Nov. 17] are so exftgme that 
the record needs to be set straight 

First omission; Mr. Carlisle 
heads the Environmental Task

view may actually be, surely Mr. 
Carlisle’s office and organization 
merited mention by The Post 

Second, commission: Mr. Carlisle 
contends that if the planet were 
wanning, ^ciers would be melting,------—- waniiinK,KiaaerswomaDemeiung,Force of the Nabonal Center for but they aren’t He dtes data horn 

^bhe Pohey Research, a self- the World Glacier Monitoring Ser- 
descnT)ed conservative/free^na^• vice in Zurich, “aearly, glaciers 
ket foundation.” I last saw Mr. show no evidence of global warm- 
Ca^de at the recent international ing,” he concludes. Trouble is, this 
global waring meeting in Buenos directly contradicts the Glacier Ser- 
^res handing out propaganda that vice’s own conclusion, as follows: 
like his letter, disputes the interna- “One century of systematic ob- 
tiond consensus that air pollution is serrations clearly reveal a general
causing global warming. (Ironically, Arinkage of mountain glaciers on a 
in another article, “Sun to Blame for global scale. This general shrinkage 
Global Warming,” he concedes that remains one of ffie most reliable 
the earth is hotter, but attributes pieces of evidence for a worldwide

secular warming trend.”
Mr. Carlisle’s obvious motives 

were to create confusion about glob­
al warming, thereby undercutting 
the credibility of not only environ­
mental science but The Post’s own 
reporter, Joby Warridc, whose orig­
inal article “As Glaciers Melt, Talks 
on Wanning Face Chill” (Nov. 2] 
was 100 percent accurate. For ex-

---- ample, Mr. Carlisle claimed that Mr.
Warrick’s attribution of glacial melt­
ing to warming is “unsubstantiated” 
when, in fact, scientists throughout 
the world—Kenya, Java, the United 
States, Europe and Russia, to name 
but a few—have documented glacial 
shrinkage.

CURTIS A. MOORE 
McLean

•12



I’y has agreed lo raise me 
Beanie ‘bring io Sm* to SO, but *ilh 
coadKons intended Jo protect Its 
franebjae - DO none Jhw Cireeot a 
Mod. none brought in tor rctaJe, 
none bom counterMl-Betnie mak­
ers in China. Korea or IndoiieaM.

In the meantime, xrhal to do «iOi
all the seised Beanlea? lituaUy, 
aebed goods vc destnoyed. Bui k<r 
reasons aduha may never under- 
staid, these trJe critters also ndw 
Udt happy. Eveo negal Beaniet de- 
arve a chance to do jest that Sif^ 
the powers that be i.-i gaverniaeat 
and biitneta can £nd t way to get 
them in some needy mJe bands.

wVJ try to sneak something past me m I na 
would implrrornt the Kynlo agreencM 
urho-jlaSenaevote.

Viherr toanetariousClinlor-Gore plot 
to do tha, we have no doubt the legions 
of weR-paid tobbritte for L.S Ihdesiry

detect it and ahrt Coogrew in ylenty 
of <ii*e to bfocfc it In the rneantme, a gag 
rule on (edeia) leiearchaod dlacus^ ed 
aay science or Oerhnokigr tteue to a very 
bad Met. So Is any svretmng maodale 
lo block anti-polhilloa ineaiurei that 
would be ufchil eveo if gfobal wamdiig 
doesn't eitoL

h's bat ouMhlt week.'nut's no reason 
for pane HI gfobil winning. Itbcvea Jess 
retson for some members of Coogrem to 
act as dthe heat hM addled iheh braina

COLLEGE BONDS
Tliey'd be a sinart mvestmerU in Macomb County

"acomb Cwnmunhy CoOegc 
is one of the area's mtrt nim­
ble 'uisdtu*i6na at seeing aA/T=. .T JL-oeediDdCgiriagouthowro 

■ lAkertLaU kUnder PresMesl Afcert Lorenzo, the 
coEegehasetKcOed

and bidomry. It has
also forged closer 
lahs viib sMe -.:ni- 
tereUes, the better lo serve stedenu who 
enn^ afford to IK-eiwaj f«>m home w hile 
caniiic a four-year degree.

.liow MCC naots to expHid iu on-Ene
frodticn. The cobege to askmg for a ivi-
year, $l<t.2-iniSoo techoofogy bond issue. 
It’f a g^ 'nveshnem.

The money wwiM ray ter hardware

aad tohwsre fer htkffld ecUege co-jraes, 
for oo-br e registratloa. for coirjwter- 
baaed fob trsbing tailated lo loca] e»v 
pfovOT. for an on-Bite fob pbtemeot net­
work open to anyone, and for compote.' 
labs and other specUijed genr.

The loud issue would cost the aver­
age Macomb County home oarner less 
tW.SISayeai; Il'ta lemibfo proposal for 
a county whose prosperity to to riosely 
ded to iislhoGsandt oi tedmica] jobs, and 
to the ablBiy of Its emphnera and work err 
to leaptrog bto the h^-:ecb age.

MCCaper-pupi budgH is ZSih r.-nor< 
C-.e 2t corranunity ccflc^s fo the s'ate. k 
lias made kacb a nrieva.il cosi-ei'focdvi;
insJiru’jon. The bond issse wfll helpit coo 

mend aikiix to be thst We recomrr.end a b'ES 
vote Aug. f torlhe Macomb Commuo'iiy 
College Icchnofog)- bone propoaal

ON-LINE HOAX
The cybet^virgim are revealed to be just a scam
T f ateiosmrweiold>TO«>.biim 
■ 1 lurmonUhetwoyoungvlrgJis
I I planntol lo have sex for the

JL JL list time in hik view-of the In­
ter oet were J-jat characters in lo elabcvate 
acteme to make money.

One of the coinputer-etiuipniriil fobta 
tavoivel hia come dean. reveaEng that 
A) the plan was to charge viewers $S 
for accets and then announce at the 
Iasi miaiile that the two lAyeff-olds de­
cided they weren’t ready; tod B) the 
scmarki was just made np anyway. The

pmcDOtcrt 6gured to take in $S mSBon.
We were -Aeplical from the oihset — 

oof about live sex on the laiemcl bal 
abool all the claims that (hit was ahoal 
fove and facedom of expression.

It would be nice lo tell you thnl the 
hon wts erqiosed becaiie of an attack of 
eomciesxje, but the cnilh fo the guy who 
tattod fiarH jnfoic bsckfadi that oilf bl 
hurt hto malii bufooets, on-kie aduk en- 
lerhfomeM and nrx vUm.

TV other truft'»that $5 mlSon was 
probably a low esttnile.

mniionttt'ur i-row-tvairav-uuiriK-in- eo<ftigDoftBs-dtn/HiclrriJsck.«oo 
ciptrs, Urdcf and auJcvwTKhioctiidf 
aousiot MtV37 Denote Areker of 
vtotoUng l>.t spiiil u't JSbo'raJlH iai-iaSvesbym>»«kvuogaprjDaryWtck 
carino df reloper- Hrw rificuicus 

iVrhapr aoywie vke bappm to h»-,e 
betobornlriih. HlrpiinitGreek,.'toBbic, 
A.mealo, Ojine»e.Japaiieie.PolWu 
Iti3an or Cermu s-wuld be hfobly 
otfoidef aod'jillialrpfUdood-ivesfcr 
diaerinfoiatM and excKinon ir. Ovr cxslno 
cevelopsrcbtoiingpracesi.

the vjteri of Detroil are iMeBgrnI and 
aophhliatedand vjL-fly Cieycai see 
ri^ lht>n«bihe Dardet/ficksao tcil- 
ferviag cpporOaiitJiesrd iocaLCygteie 
olaa—iMdmIed b)-purvgrred.

MwgsiHLafiaa
Dmif

Lai-le Goleobe^ 
rormKgfOH HilbTiie other three 

soon-to-be casino 
operators are in it 
for the money, too.

luadthtmnuttmeotpgiti
Don Banff a has bees a svaibol fw black 

HKOcninJblsclly. Crowing upli Detroil 
Bx-den kaan what tbeaty needs. Heflitl 
trade bin fonuor wiltog cable telerfooci 
service to l>.e dliiens of Deboil. Hr bn r 
goodldea of!iowbi;ilnetsesw!).-k.aiid fi»

Name erne
Even though we are mavi-igouUo 

A-madx I woul*"! vp'a yeioo Don 
harden and '/iriaeijrciison's .\(qertjc 
Kiigdom. lacksjn ;r nil] too goofy, lod Bordroreialndsowoiacrooked 
poiilKtaa li'iasifBarden'.segDg 
jacksoc'seame iogel peopletovoleyer or. 
hto caano proposal because he’s • sore 
loset.

! cHTiiierid Mayor DmrJi Archer fx 
stiddne to Us guos. Detrok fiooDe hasa 
msyx arhcih hooesl acd 'lai s good heao 
oabhihon'jdert.

DawofoWaknclak
Oclrail

Plug in electric deregulation carefully
^ 7"o«rJ-iJy9e<ficuU-Powefi;pr;Fair 

otmpe'rlfon t?wuM ruleeleciricily 
T Darkr'vast'ea'.ltcaptarcd 
JL perhaps the non'jopo^Jtos je 

related loehtuiciad'asrxydereguhliaa As 
.Michigar laridei deregu'jaucn. 7069 
.T *e.-» acta to be iarg-h-eve riooldog 
sofodons to protect coneumers bora 
deregdated v'ilkv inonc«ol:n.

Eivciridy ii sol a kKvty, bu-a iwces^y 
LnmakcfimaslIiierM'xe eorure Cial ■jU'aiy 
dercgulalioa jokinccea.e I-xuh oper. 
elettric .•Darkel aod TTF.ecl i3 caatomers. 
foriadijv those on limiled:r.conMs.troT, die 
sotfsompel^tve tusineit.--p:acUcet oi uJitly 
OMnopaVa

•Ar your editorial ruiytrnrd.i'.isa]M} 
impHtaiil to rrfovate progrins in e-une

maooer 10 beiy aistoir^ri save ew .-gy in 
Dior hortes ar.i buifciesses. WetWchpied 
enecgy-riSchocy progrwu oo‘. only kelp 
cuaio.-nera lower 'Jtejrenergj- tortx but ako 
nedua pofcjUoe. delay oew power plan
conslniicdor.ndoeilf oewjobs.

SalhBillupt
PoiitjS^aiist
.'•ftehtgea firwrwimevfaf Cotracil 
Lantiag

I wndd agree Ihil Iddercgulatfoo is lo 
werii. everyone should bene#'. However, 
folk what dtreguJelici Ijf dooefor the 
aklincB aJ Meto AlrpxJ. One earner 
dombates. aad • hen rurtup rriiner ty ■ 0 
cunpelF, die oiiforcwrie: rulr II s faes tid 
drive* romprlitiar. o-j*.

As fw s-eanded costa, ttaitv wre tooured 
because ereavjncraentalre^tiont. bodi 
stale lod 'edeni. These were gcvenuDesl- 
appreved fovesuneiit cosu. Yoc woiddoT 
purchase a hosie sriftoiit a cor.tnc. Ho« 
H-oa)d >-0 j react dthe ieodiog ritthiSon lajd 
you have to pay it i4f ir. two or three years.’

Not eosugb transu-Jsfioc Ur. es? Rile 
peters Kinewherr wosJd hivt to pay for aay 
re* roortnKtii»,wiuch woajobe added to 
IhesbiDk

Ff ora where to aU iKscompeimwe power 
goiig to come ? ,Ai -wm demoailrated '.asl 
tmrxier aid agiio a lew weeks ago. here is 
very lilOe tijrphis power oat Ikere an ary 
prite. Decg-ilsikie nust wsare conIJi-aed 
.'eSable power, f Ohio power car. eel in 
MictiBaa. Mlchigtoi shoaid be able lo seT it 
Ohio tad other tUle*

m
W two «MT WE OAR Toa BWUH SU«dKf SN# n UfoDtlWWMUNT,'

MalroVG.I>i«lita
Cretteilr

CMlMUmtrifBCtt need ten
lam appaVi by the number of letoagcrt 

whox-e boyiaiconiact leitessinph-to 
tagmrnl lie cpior ofikeii eyes CTor 
appeBfaaaeasile.'hiV If)- 

lEral iix'led wearing cottacl lentei as a lOCi-gindeflnhii^aciiocdbecauteglasaes 
•ere tooawkvard to wear s-hile ptoyirg 
bisketbaOndbets'jselwaniedbeller 
vUon. I wou'id do thnosi Biyihing to'inve 
20/20\hioiwiJhoulthe aMot'cpiilactsor 
gtoaset (without roiOy iisgtry).

I won  ̂if these kidshave arp/Idee how 
grate tol hey should be Ikal Ikeycnaseo 
wiihoa) mmrMDdofristooad.TIueisfoal 
another example of vain, egocentric 
taeoageiaViag allowed lodowVtever they
wan, regajdteaaaflke niluinvohed. 

M«>-aadalt«ica 
FtmtngcuHHU
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Kazakhstanis Progress

sSSr s^oS..ss^g 

jssssrsi's Ofcoia«,wehavealongwayto myironniental degradation. Bat go. But onrrecord in thefotj^
wWch years of our independence staiSS

^ have-all which have had 50 years to evolve, *nd others, like the United sSS 
«~rethan200.Wel^fi^s5

ant sraety, vathort discrimination in place the hamework foranmM 

nn^tp*^L'!22f® *® ““ individiial rights, and^
^ia% ^quiah our nuclear are moving forwardScraiS

ateps to bring further de^& 
^ “** economic reform in 

fornonproKf- with our commitments asapartid-
^cm (u stated m a recent Car- pating state in the OigamaatiOTto

Security and CoopenS^ m £ 
Regards democracy and poKt- rope.
^i™”f’’^.?«?«»ragingthe TTie Post’s Mure to acknowledge

" aiy of these natioivbmlding
2,000 nongovernmental orga- achievements is troublesome. After 

now functioning. We have 70 years under Soviet repression 
hdd four nabonal elections, with a*>d 200 years under the yoke of the 
two more scheduled for next year Russian oars, we find Ilie Post's

WtoKyoto ago
Fred Hiatt’s Nov. 8 oped column, write. It is the largest, most diveise SetiflefiriSv^^t^,^°lS!!

X^g of the Board R(»ms.- U^S. industry^^iSlS ......
miss^ a firndamratal pomt m the climate issues-and a staunch oppo- during this kmg historv^I«^nateg^hter«tby nent of the Kyoto Protocol^ sion.OmSS&S^d^E
SOIM U5. <»mpames m official coahbon ranks remam strong be- th#. !»»«/««.♦
<^t for then- voluntary efforts to cause business leaders know that 
hunt greenhouse-gas emissions implementing the protocol could
stinntM nnt Ka ___ OAcf 1A ••■kA* Wk^A^ tt. ..

cuwiLd iu wuoAUCM ICOUCn WWW IDolmnit greenhouse-gas emissions implementing the protocol could
^ould not be confused with endors- cost 10 times wdiat top White House
ing the Kyoto Protocol, which officials claim, an aimpying fact the 
would cap family and business use ^2^L.RDSSLfeljQ!mation 
of heating oil, electricity, coal, gaso- .^bon actoowiedged last montiT^ 
line and natural gas. Nor is this No doubt CEOs welcomed *Uus 
really a debate about "early action.” towrard realism' by one federal
President Clinton announced his ^cncy, but expect the board room 
Climate Action Plan back in 1993. °° climate policy to remain
Since then, thousands of U3.ooiih ****Vduntary, yes.
panies have improved energy effi- uiayb^yoto, no.
dency, invested in energy technolo- THOMAS M. KIRIIN
gies and re-thought strategic plana Washington
for new facilities. The writer, a climate consultant.

Among these corporate activists ^ Ihe Global Climate Coalition 
are members of that ‘most retro- among kis clients.
grade indusby group,” the Global 
Climate Coalition, a name the au­
thor apparently cannot bev to

vrui WIUMUUUUD proviaes tnaf the preadent is elected on an aher- 
native basis from a number of candi- 
dat« in free and M dections in 
^ch every dtiien who votes will 
be choosing the dest% of our 
nation.

There certainly should be no 
doubt that the forthcoming ni«n%. 
tions in 1999 wfll meet the high 
standards of democratic pluralism.

BOLAT NURGALIYEV
nauMm^mgar

Rcpulilic of KaBUflUn 
Washington

22
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Global-warming facts need to be put on table

Geneva Overholser, in her Dec. 4 column, urged serious discussion on the United 
Nations' Koyoto Protocol concerning the controversial global-warming theory. I 
agree'that it's long overdue.

Overholser's appalling lack of knowledge on the subject, however, reinforces 
the necessity to get the scientific facts out on the table so the public will 
understand and support the Senate's overwhelming opinion that the Koyoto 
Protocol would not only be disastrous to the U.S. and the world economy, but is 
based on erroneous scientific theory and world-government politics.

Careful measurements over the last 20 years, the period most affected by 
''greenhouse gasses,'' actually show a trend of decreasing global temperatures, 
as reported by the Marshall Institute in the Astrophysical Journal. A trend 
line of wildly fluctuating annual temperatures does show an increase in 
atmospheric temperatures as the world recovers from the ''Little Ice Age'' of 
300 years ago; however, there have been five extended periods where temperatures 
were much higher than today. Are humans responsible for these climatic changes 
also?

It appears that the best correlation of our climate to an outside influence 
is with solar activity, while strict scientific methodology indicates that 
increasing hydrocarbon emissions do not support a global warming hypothesis. 
Rationing hydrocarbons emissions, as called for under the Koyoto Protocol, would 
reduce America's standard of living drastically. The protocol is one more step 
along the path of subverting our nation to the dictates of the United Nations 
that President Clinton desires.

I belong to a John Birch Society chapter that has a large library of 
information on why we should not only reject the Koyoto Protocol, but also get 
our country out of the United Nations and the United Nations out of our country. 
E-mail jayveef@aol.com for an invitation to attend one of our monthly 
issues-and-answers sessions. Yes, as Overholser says, it's time to warm up the 
climate debate.
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Jack Fried 

Denver

P.kGE

Senator's book selection should cause us concern

It did not inspire confidence to read in the Books section soon after the 
election that Sen. Ben Nighthorse Campbell's choice of reading material is The 
Art of War by Sun Tzu, proving him to be a student of the Pat Robertson and Newt 
Gingrich school of politics.

Robertson has espoused the strategy of Chinese military tactician Sun Tzu, 
as revealed in The Art of War, in gaining political power, with the goal of a 
Republican-controlled Congress and White House by year 2000. Simultaneously, he 
has expressed admiration for powerful, corrupt political machines like New 
York's 19th century Tammany Hall.

Newt Gingrich, too, had his staff study military history from The Art of War 
for its political lessons, describing his strategy for traveling the ruthless 
road to political power thusly: ''Be nasty . . . stand up and slug fast ... we
are fighting a war for power.''

I think most of Campbell's Colorado constituency would rather he not be such 
an avid follower of religious-right political philosophy.

Rita Harper

Littleton

Jefferson's sage advice on doing what is right

''If ever you find yourself environed with difficulties and perplexing 
circumstances out of which you are at a loss how to extricate yourself, do what 
is right, and be assured that that will extricate you the best out of the worst 
situations. Though you cannot see when you take one step what will be the next, 
yet follow truth, justice and plain dealing, and never fear their leading you 
out of the labyrinth in the easiest manner possible. The knot which you thought 
a Gordian one will untie itself before you. Nothing is so mistaken as the 
supposition that a person is to extricate himself from a difficulty by intrigue, 
by chicanery, by dissimulation, by trimming, by an untruth, by an injustice.
This increases the difficulties tenfold; and those who pursue these methods get 
themselves so involved at length that they can turn no way but their infamy 
becomes more exposed.'' -Thomas Jefferson, 1785.

Now, that's good advice. For history, 
the right thing.

for posterity, for our children, do
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Tim Burns 

Lakewood

December 16, 1998

Smaller government isn't what he has in mind

Gov.-elect Bill Owens, as quoted in Vincent Carroll's Dec. 6 column, predicts 
that we ''can pass tax cuts and still keep the budget growing at 6 percent.'' As 
a Libertarian, I find the first part of this appealing and the second part 
appalling.

Do the math; Six percent annual growth means that at the end of Owens' 
four-year term, the budget will have grown by more than 26 percent. Two terms 
under this policy would give us nearly 60 percent growth, and three terms would 
be more than enough to double the budget. Clearly, a smaller, less intrusive 
state government is not what Owens has in mind, campaign rhetoric 
notwithstanding.

The Republicans may not mean what they say about reducing the scope of 
government, but the Libertarian Party does. Interested readers can find the 
details at www.lp.org / platform.

Craig Stinson

Public Information Director

Libertarian Party of Colorado

Highlands Ranch

Think of consequences

If President Clinton had any integrity, he would resign. At this point, even his 
staunchest defenders no longer deny his perjury under oath. If perjury under 
oath is not a felony, then the people currently serving jail time for it should 
be released and the law against it should be rescinded. But can you imagine what 
would happen to our legal system if that occurred?

Polls tell us the majority of Americans do not want Clinton impeached. This 
then must mean that most Americans favor abolishing the law against perjury - 
unless they believe Clinton is above the law.

Is this how you feel? If not, let your elected representatives know where 
you stand on this issue. By remaining silent, you condone Clinton's reckless 
disregard for our American heritage.
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Too slow for our good?

With all the wrecks and deaths caused by road rage, one must ask: Do speed laws 
contribute to road rage?

For example, consider Sante Fe from Hampton to Mississippi, which is a 
six-lane gem of a road with few, if any, cross streets. The speed limit is 45 
mph. If you go the speed limit, though, you are taking your life in your hands, 
with motorists passing you with angry looks and an occasional hand gesture. Or 
you are tailgated until you leave the road or break the law and speed.

Like Antigone in the 2,000-year-old play, you must decide whether to break 
an unrealistic speed law or obey the law and incur road rage. And, no, I've 
never gotten a ticket.

David Hester

Littleton

The freeing of Matt Grise

Kudos to the Denver Rocky Mountain News, Rep. Scott Mclnnis, Roger Gomez and all 
who helped in freeing Matt Grise from the juvenile detention compound in 
Louisiana. What a wonderful Christmas present for Matt and his family in 
Colorado.

We hope steps will now be taken to shut down the New Bethany compound and 
any others like it. Places like these cannot continue to be allowed to unjustly 
imprison and enslave young children.

Tracy and Randy Fullerton

Westminster
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Missed Opportunity for Cleaner Airp^Q
The Post’s March 26 editorial 

Air and Climate Change* cor­
rectly points out that the CEnton 
administration's proposal to dereg­
ulate the electric utilities is woefully 
inadequate to bring about critical 
reductions in carbon dioxide emis­
sions from power plants, the na­
tion’s largest industrial contributors 
of greenhouse gases.

Missing from the editorial was 
discussion of the plan’s failure to 
protect public health and the envi­
ronment from air pollution, which 
causes tens of thousands of hospital­
izations and premature deaths each 
year. The electric power industry is 
responsible for fully one-third of the 
air pollution that causes ozone or 
smog and two-thirds of the sulfur 
emissions that form the fine parti­
cles that are deadly when inhaled by 
vulnerable people such as children 
and the elderly.

The vast majority of the electricity 
industry’s air pollution comes from 
older, coal-burning power plants 
built in the 1950s and ’60s, which are 
exempt from modem air-quality 
standards under the Clean Afr Act. 
This loophole allows older plants to 
emit from 10 to 100 times the 
amount of i^llution that a newer 
plant is permitted to oniL Under the 
Clinton plan, these older plants will 
enjoy a sigi^cant competitive ad­
vantage by virtue of their failure to 
invest in pollution controls.

Many observers predict that de­
regulation, without measures that 
mandate clean-up of the dirtiest

plants, would result in increased 
smog and particulate air pollution, 
and consequently more illness and 
premature death. By failing to set 
tough standards for air pollutants 
from the electric industry, the Clin­
ton administration has missed a key 
opportunity to save American lives. 
I hope that Congress will recognize 
and correct this failure.

REBECCA STANFIELD 
Washington

17



2;l)c^'fUI Jlorktiinrj;
Circ: l,107,9i>C

APR 6 1998

8 Countries Agree to Fight Environmental Crime
LEEDS CASTLE, England, April 5 

(Reuters) — Ministers from Russia 
and the Group of Seven leading econ­
omies agreed today to step up their 
cooperation against environmental 
crime, a market estTmated at 52(T 
billion a year.

“We want to declare war on the 
smugglers who trade illegally in 
banned products such as endangered 
species, the ozone-depleting sub­
stances and hazardous wastes,” 
Deputy Prime Minister John Pres­
cott of Britain said.

The meeting of environmental 
ministers from Britain, the United

States, France, Germany. Italy, Ja­
pan, Canada and Russia was held in 
advance of a gathering of national 
leaders in England in May.

Mr. Prescott said he wanted to see 
the equivalent of an Interpol for envi­
ronmental crime.

He said the illegal trade in endan­
gered species was estimated at $5 
billion a year; the figure rises to $20 
billion when illegal fishing, logging 
and trade in bootleg chlorofluorocar- 
bons are included. Those gases, 
which deplete the ozone layer, are 
still produced in Russia, China and 
some other countries. Environmen­

tal crimes can be as profitable as 
drug crimes, Mr. Prescott said.

The meeting highlighted continu­
ing differences between the Euro­
pean Union and the United States 
about how governments should carry 
out the Kyoto conference agreement 
to cut emissions of greenhouse gases.

The pact, which Mr. Prescott 
helped negotiate in December, 
agreed that industrialized nations 
should cut emissions of six green­
house gases by an average 5.2 per­
cent between 2008 and 2012, with a 7 
percent cut for the United States and 
8 percent for the European Union.

Patents Sabra Chartrand

Making Cars 
Run Cleaner

Four inventors who work at the 
Ford Research Laboratory in Dear­
born. Mich., won praise for two pat­
ents that enable cars to run with 
.cleaner emissions. The devices are 
especially designed for automobiles 
that run on natural gas. The technol­
ogy is in use in California, where 
stringent new low-emission require­
ments are in place.

Exhaust is created when a mix­
ture of air and fuel is ignited in an 
internal combustion engine. The in­
ventions reduce the noxious chemi­
cals that cars emit by first filtering 
hydrogen from the exhaust through a 
conditioning catalyst. The exhaust 
gases are then passed through an 
electronic sensor, which analyzes 
their oxygen concentration.

Determining the amount of oxygen 
in the exhaust allows more careful 
control over the air-fuel mixture be­
ing fed to the engine. The mixture 
can be adjusted in response to read­
ings from the oxygen sensor so that a 
more efficient combination is used. 
With a more efficient mixture, the 
car’s central catalyst can better re­
duce noxious gases to meet low- 
emission standards.

The inventors of the devices — 
Jeffrey Hepburn, Robert McCabe, 
Bela Povinger and Raymond Willey 
— received patents 5,433,071 and 
5,474,054.
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British Petroleum Sets Profit Goals, Plans Big Stock
Repurchase

Increase of 25% 

Planned in Output
By Bhishan Bahbee

Staff Reporter Of Thk Wall Street Journal

GENEVA-Despite low oil prirp.s 
British Petroleum PLC aims to make a lot 
more money than it already does and to re­
ward its shareholders with share buy­
backs. starting next year.

Chief Executive John Browne told ana­
lysts that the company aimed to increase 
underlying annual profit by S2 billion 
within the next five years, to at least S6 bil­
lion a year by 2002. BP reported net income 
of S4.6 billion for 1997.

News from the analysts’ meeting, at 
which Mr. Browne disclosed BP's intention 
to buy back S2 billion of shares next year 
lifted the company ’s shares on the London 
Stock Exchange. The stock jumped more

than 6% after the meeting, easing back to 
end the day up 1.7% at 895.5 pence ($14.91), 
a gain of 15 pence.

But BP’S message wasn’t nearly as 
new for some analysts. “I’ve felt for 
some time that BP is a solid long-term 
growth story,” said Paul Spedding, an 
analyst at Dresdner Kleinwort Benson 
In London. “They just confirmed that,” 
he said.

Mr. Browne said BP expects to meet 
the profit targets through both increased 
volume and cost reductions. The targets 
can be achieved, “perhaps with a small 
timing adjustment, even if oil prices re­
main at around $14 a barrel,” Mr. 
Browne said.

That price would be some $2 a barrel 
lower than BP’s current assumption of the 
price of North Sea benchmark Brent crude 
oil at $16 a barrel. Mr. Browne said BP re­
mained ready to adjust to a sustained pe­
riod of lower prices.

Asked in a telephone interview 
whether hitting profit targets would put

PumpefdUp^^^^ :E
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BP far in front of its peers in profitabil­
ity, Mr. Browne’s .reply suggested he 
wasn’t under any illusions about the
competition. “I don’t expect anyone to 
stand still,” he said.

For its part, BP plans to increase its 
output of oil and gas by some 25% in the 
next five years from the 2.7 billion barrels 
produced in the past five-year period. Al­

ready a major oil producer in Alaska, the 
.North Sea and elsewhere, BP yesterda\- 
Confirmed petroleum discoveries offshore 

V Angola that will add 500 million barrels to 
the company’s reserves.

Mr. Browne said BP was looking at the 
next 15 years, not just the next five, by 
securing options to expand output in such 
weas as the Gulf of Mexico and Latin 
America, and build market positions in 
Europe and Asia, particularly in China. 
For the even longer term, Mr. Browne 
said BP was creating options to produce 
natural gas in eastern Siberia and oil in 
the Caspian Sea.

’ ’We re be^nning to create a new com­
pany, but I think we’ve only just begun to 
understand quite how much it could de- 

. liver.” Mr. Brownesaid^ _
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Environment legislation left 

out in cold on Capitol Hill
By Charles Pope 
congressional OUABTEflLV J 1 J

No matter its scope, its merits or 
its intentions, environmental legis- 
latiotL-has earneo nine more than 
an icy stare in Congress this year.

1\yo-and-a-half months into the 
session, the most prominent stand­
alone bills are barely breathing. 
These include legislation to over­
haul the Superfund toxic waste 
cleanup program and to reauthor­
ize the Endangered Species Act, as 
well as land use and timber mea­
sures.

Similarly, prospects for ad­
dressing the Kyoto treaty on global 
warming are so dim that the Clin- 
ton administration decided against 
even offering it this year.

Below the surface, however, the 
picture is different. Finding the 
front door blocked. Republicans 
are using the back door to push 
environmental or public land 
amendments to unrelated legisla­
tion. Most of the proposals are 
coming from conservatives eager 
to scale back environmental pro­
tections.

Such “riders" can trigger strong 
reactions. “Congress never has to 
resort to riders; it's an abom­
ination of the legislative process 
and an abomination of the public’s 
right to know," said Kathleen A.

McGinty, who chairs President 
Clinton’s Council on Environmen­
tal Quality.

Indeed, legislative officers at 
the Interior Department now 
spend much of their time watching 
for what they call “guerrilla activ­
ity” that could affect the depart­
ment.

Their attention is well-placed. 
Officials at the Interior Depart­
ment counted at least 29 riders at­
tached to the fiscal 1997 and 1998 
Interior appropriations bills alone. 
Among the more controversial 
1998 changes were provisions:

• Restoring taxpayer subsidies 
for Forest Service road construc­
tion.

• Overturning a federal court 
injunction against the Forest Ser­
vice on more than one-half of the 
grazing leases in place at 11 na­
tional forests in Arizona and New 
Mexico.

• Postponing collection of 
higher “special use fees” based on 
property appraisals for people 
who own recreation homes on na­
tional forest land.

In fact, the practice has become 
so commonplace that Rep. Henry 
A. Waxman, California Democrat, 
introduced legislation in 1997 to 
require a separate vote on any 
rider that “reduces environmental 
protection.” His bill hasn’t gone

anywhere in the Republican- 
controlled Congress.

However, House GOP leaders 
recognizing how often environ­
mental issues have split Eastern 
and Western Republicans, have 
asked Reps. James C. Greenwood 
of Pennsylvania and Richard W. 
Pombo of California to head an ef­
fort to explore ways to heal the dif­
ferences within the party.

This year’s proposed environ­
mental riders are more narrowly 
written than some in the last Con­
gress, and therefore less likely to 
draw a presidential veto.

Democrats and environmental­
ists take no comfort in that. In fact, 
they are more nervous about these 
low-profile riders than those from 
the days when the Republicans 
were waging a full-scale, largely 
unsuccessful assault on environ­
mental laws.

Republicans and lobbyists for 
business groups see riders as a 
powerful mechanism for roping in 
regulators who ignore congres­
sional dictates.

“When agencies refuse to listen 
to the will of Congress, they are a 
useful tool,” said Susan Eckerly, 
chief Senate lobbyist for the Na­
tional Federation of Independent 
Businesses. “In some instances 
it’s appropriate.”
• Distributed by Scripps Howard.
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