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Los Anacles Gimes

Cire:

Hazards of A}
Diesel Exhaust

a Re “Diesel Exhaust Found to Pose
Strong Cancer Risk,” April 23: It's
amazing that the astounding dis-
covery of findings by a group of
scientists stated that emissions
from diesel-fueled buses, trucks,
etc. cause cancer and other diseases
and are generally depicted to cause
extremely unhealthy conditions.

Frankly, anyone living in the Los
Angeles Basin would only take
about 10 seconds to make the same
discovery after sitting behind one
of these vehicles on the road. It is
appalling that our lawmakers allow
the air to be poisoned by these
vehicles.

When are they going to wise up
and correct this harmful problem?

1,104,651

s Wait just one minute! Of those
14,850 who could die due to sec-
ondhand exposure to diesel smoke,
how many are also a part of the
232,572 who may die from second-
hand cigarette smoke?

These so-called statisticians are
just playing into a government
seeking more and more taxes to
pursue top-down programs which
ultimately can buy votes.

How about a $2.50-per-gallon
tax on diesel fuel? That should
make them happy.

SAMUEL L. CLARK II
Redondo Beach -

APR 3 0 1998

FRANK ABRAMOFF
Beverly Hills

Don’t Cut the Gas Tax

To the Editor:

I take exception to Ronald Fra-
ser's narrow approach in dealing
with the problem of pork-barrel
spending in the recently passed
-transportation bill (Op-Ed, April 28).
He says that cutting the gasoline tax
to 5 cents a gallon would eliminate
pork. Yet taxes cannot be merely a
revenue base; rather, they function
as adjustments to markets and, as
with taxes on gasoline, may also
serve to compensate for a public
*“bad,” in this case, air pollution.

Instead of cutting an already insuf-
ficient gasoline tax — far below that
of countries like Germany, Italy and
France — an even higher tax could
encourage the use of cleaner fuels,
contribute to improving public trans-
portation and, most important, de-
crease the United States’ demand for
oil and dependence on oil-producing
countries like Nigeria and Saudi Ara-
bia. JONATHAN Fox

New York, April 28, 1998

Lilco Takeover Plan
To the Editor: ‘ ‘ a

Critics of Gov. George E. Pataki's
plan to issue bonds for the takeover
of the Long Island Lighting Compa-
ny's electricity service continue to
fault the $7 billion debt and suggest
that somehow the plan will stand in
the way of electric competition
(news article, April 23). :

The Long Island Power Authority
plan will allow for every electric rate-
payer on Long Island to choose an
electricity supplier within five years.
Any rate reduction from competition
will be on top of the 20 percent aver-
age reduction that the Governor’s
plan brings to every Long Islander
immediately. Compare this with com-
petition in other states, where most
people are shying away from choosing
an alternative supplier and total aver-
age rate reductions are less than 5§
percent. RICHARD M. KESSEL
Chmn., Long Island Power Authority

Uniondale, N.Y., April 24, 1998
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IT'S UNFORTUNATE that Vice President Al Gore attempted to advance his
political agenda by blaming Florida’'s recent fires on global warming. His
comments trivialized the losses suffered by hundreds of Floridians whose homes
went up in flames.

Florida farmers disagree with Gore’'s assertion that global warming is a
scientific fact requiring drastic action now. Even if the climate is warming,
the global-warming treaty supported by the vice president is the wrong medicine.

The treaty would require this country to reduce carbon dioxide emissions 30
percent below 1990 levels by 2010, while allowing such developing countries as
China, India and Mexico to increase their emissions.

Instead of scapegoating teo support his controversial agenda, Gore should
focus on protecting the financial interests of American farmers and workers.
Michael J. Stuart, President of Florida Fruit & Vegetable Association, ORLANDO
LANGUAGE: ENGLISH
COLUMN: LETTERS FROM READERS

LOAD-DATE: July 20, 1998
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Global Warming, Melting Glaciers pay

The sins of commission and omis-
sion in John K. Carlisle’s ﬁ]%bal
Warming: Watch the Glaciers” [let-
ters, Nov. 17) are so eme that
the record needs to be set straight.

First, omission; Mr. Carlisle

heads the Environmental Task

Force of the National Center for
Public Policy Research, a self-
described “conservative/free-mar-
ket foundation.” I last saw Mr.
Carlisle at the recent international
global warming meeting in Buenos
Aires handing out propaganda that,
like his letter, disputes the interna-
. tional consensus that air pollution is
causing global warming. (Ironically,
in another article, “Sun to Blame for
Global Warming,” he concedes that

- . the earth is hotter, but attributes

852,262

this to solar cycles.) Whatever his
views may actually be, surely Mr.
Carlisle’s office and organization
merited mention by The Post.

Second, commission: Mr. Carlisle
contends that if the planet were
warming, glaciers would be melting,
but they aren’t. He cites data from
the World Glacier Monitoring Ser-
vice in Zurich. “Clearly, glaciers
show no evidence of global warm-
ing,” he concludes. Trouble is, this
directly contradicts the Glacier Ser-
vice's own conclusion, as follows:

“One century of systematic ob-
servations clearly reveal a general
shrinkage of mountain glaciers on a
global scale. This general shrinkage
remains one of the most reliable
pieces of evidence for a worldwide
secular warming trend.”

Mr. Carlisle’s obvious motives
were to create confusion about glob-
al warming, thereby undercutting
the credibility of not only environ-
mental science but The Post's own
reporter, Joby Warrick, whose orig-
inal article “As Glaciers Melt, Talks
on Warming Face Chill” [Nov. 2)
was 100 percent accurate. For ex-
.ample, Mr. Carlisle claimed that Mr.
‘Warrick's attribution of glacial melt-
ing to warming is “unsubstantiated”
when, in fact, scientists throughout
the world—Kenya, Java, the United
States, Europe and Russia, to name
but a few—have documented glacial

CURTIS A. MOORE
McLean
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I'v has agreed to raye ine
Beanie bring-io 5m¥t o 30, but with
condiions inteaded jo protect it
tranchise — no rore han treeota -
king, none brotght in for resale, -
nooe from counterfel-Beanie mak:
ers in China, Korea or Indonesia.

Inthe meantime, what o do nith
til the seized Beanies? Usually,
seised poods are destroyed. But, for
Teas01s adulie may never under-
stand, shese little critters ds0 paake

_ kids bappy. Even Hleg2] Beanies de-
serve A chance 1o do jest that, Susely
the powers Lhat be i1 governmsent
and basiness can find » way fo get
them in some needy Bttle bands.

Wiiltry o soeak sormetning past them ihal
would implemert the Kyolo agreement
without a Senate vote.

1 there in s pefarious Clintor-Gore plot
10 do that, we have no doudt the legions
of well-.pald lodbyists for L.S. industry
W detect it el aert Coogress in glenty
of “rae 10 dlock it LnLhe meantime, a gag
rule on federa) research and discussion of
any sclence or echnology issue is a very
bad idea. So Is any sweeping mandele
to block anti-poliution measuces that
would e useful even if global warming
doesn’ exist.

1's hat out this weed. That's no reason
for panic.¢n global warmisg. IU'seven Jese
reeson for some members of Coogress ¢
act as i the heat has addled the’r braina

COLLEGE BONDS .

Theyd be a smart investinent in Macomb County

acornb Copymumity Cobege
is one of the area’s mare i
ble institurions al seeing a
oeed and frrizg out how %o
1 h. Under President Albert Lorenzo, the
colege has excelled
in tralning foe stu-
deus v e "FTRRTIOR
ersinlocal business > Y
and indostry. 't bas . %
slso {orped closer
ks with stete =ni-

versities, the bette: 10 serve stodents who
cant atford to bve away from home while
a four-vear degree.

Now MCC wants to expand its on-Cne
frowders. The coBege is asking for a fve
year, $19.2-midion techoology bord ixswe,
K's 3 good tvestment.-

The money would pav for hardware

d wfware for Intetnet college courses,
for oolire registratdan. for computer-
based job rahing tailoced to loca) er
lovers, for an on-Bre job placement oet-
work open to anvone. and for compute:
h's and other specialised gewr.

The tood 3sue would cost the aves-
age Macomb County home owner less
thar. §152 year 1t's 3 sensible proposal for
3 county whose prosperity is so closely
ted to its thoesands of techmical jobs, and
1o the shility of (ts emplovers and work
to Jeapirog into the high-ech sge.

MCCaperpupd budget s 25th rnong
“e 28 community colleges io the s:ate. A
Las made kael! a relevant, cost-etfecthe
ins3tu%ion. The bond isswe will helpit con-
tinue 10 be Unt. We recommend a YES
vate Aug. ¢ fo: the Macamb Community
College techaology bon¢ proposat.

ON-LINE HOAX

The cybersirgins are revealed to be just a scam

ste to say we lold you 0, bt R

arees oud the two Young Vrg'ns

planning 1o Fave sex for the

fret time in full view of the In-

teroet were gt characiers in a0 eabrate
scieme 10 make money,

One of the compuler-equipmen! folks

. Involved has come clean, revesting that

.A) the plan wras 10 charge viewers §5

for accest snd then announce 21 the

tast mimnte that the two 18 yearolds de-

cléed they weren't ready; aod B) the

scenaric was just made up anyway. The

promoters Ggured fo take in §5 miBon.
We were skeptical from the owiset —
oot about Live sex on the [nternet, byl
about all the claitns. that this was aboul
iove and freedom of expression.
It would be nice (o tel] you that the

hoax was exposed because of an atiack of

conscience, but the oruth is the guy who
tallked feared public backiash that might
hurt his main busiaess, on-ine adult en-
tertinment and oex videos.

The other trut} is that §5 milon was
protably 2 Jow estimate.

MVEIWILITG 10 I LIIW-LERIE S B Wit i e
eoding Dan Ba: densMtichael Jacksan
captrs, acict and antes. wiichioclude
sccusiog “ayar Denols Archer of
virlating Lk.e St of casiao szllet
inizdstives by not selecling 2 prioary black
casino developer. e ridicu’sus.

Perhaps apyune whc bappensto have
heeo bornIrish, Hispaoic. Greek_ Arabic,
Asmealan, Chinese, Japanese, Polirh.
ItaB3an or German s ould be bighly
atfended sod'AWale pedjond-iver for
diserimiration and 2xclusion ir. (hs cisino
Cevelop2rcheozing process, :
 Thevatersof Deircitare inteligent nd
sophhstisied and susely Ley cx see
right throughthe Dardec/fackson 92¥-
sereing. oapor unistic and socaky game
plan—methated by puregrrel.

Margared LaBan
Derwii?

The other three
soon-to-be castno
operalors are in it
for the money, t00.

Buld the snusement park

Don Bardea has bee a svmbol for black
sucoess in Dbiscity. Grow.ng upia Detoit,
Barden koowy what the city needs. e first
made hin fo: tuoe selling cable lelevision
servce lo Lhe cilizens of Detyoit. Hehas s
005 1dea ofhow brsinesses wa-k, and he

Lavie Golenberg
Forminglon Hills

Name game

Eveo hough we are maving oul te
Aade, Iwouldnt voe yesaa Din
Barden aod Micael Jacksen's Majestic
Kiagrom. Jacksin i3 stil) too goaty, and
Barden repindzmeo’acrovked
poiitician. ):'s asif Barden s v sing
Jacksor:'s came ‘ogel reople fosoleyes on
his casino proposal tecause he's 4 sore

ser.

) cormmend Mavor Dernis Archer foc
aicking ‘obts guos. Detrok fipally hasa
mavos who'shonest ard "2 a good hew
oahis shoudert.

Dawo R. Walendak
Detreit

Plug in electric déregulation carefully

cur J-aly Sedi orta) “Power Up: Fair
oumnpe iton shoud rule electrici
ke, weegres’. t captured
aerbaps the ot ‘roportesd issue
reizted 1o elecuic aduwry derequiation As
Michigar. taldes derepuiatica, policy
feakessacem ko beargeiv oveookiog
soluticns 1o grolect consumers ok
dereguiaied viility monepoties.
E’ectriclyie w4 s hetury, bu’ anecessity.
Lawroakersirust \iered 7re corure st ulllity
dereguletion solic’es crenie arulyoper. .
lectric macket and arecect A cuvlommers,
incuding those on limite d:r.comes, Gom the
ot commpettve tusiness praciices ol wiibity

monopoBes
Asyour edharal suggrard. i s also
Snporanl R relasate JTograms ip Lame

anoer L he ) Cusiomerssave e R D
Uveir horees ar2 businesses. Wel-desiged
ene-gy-2{ficitocy programsant oaly help
cugtaness luwer theireaengy: costs, butaka
reduce polutior, delar oew power slznt
constructior. axd creste newjots.

Sally Billups |

Policy Specialist

Michigon Emarsnmentol Coimeft
Lansing

) weuld agree that Uderegehiionisto
wesk, evervorve should tenefi. However,
Jook what deregusticn h.as donefor Lhe
airlines 3; Meto Airpart. One carrier
demicnies. and when tartup Ertines 1y 1o
comete, the aajorcarries culsiiz feres ead
drives compefton oyl

et

MY WO SENT ME OVIR TOR BRAIN SURGERY AND A LVER TRAGAANT.

As fur 1randed cosls, rany were iocwred
because of eov:rmarmental regulations, bath
slace a0d ‘ederal. These were zovernment-
approvedinvesurent costa You wauldo'
purchase 2 home withouta cor.tuc. How
would yo) reatt f the ‘oding ostituion said
vouhave 10 7ay it tfin two or Lhree year®?

Not ensugh nnsissioc Ur.2s? Rate
payers scovewhere wonldhave o pey for ay
rex coostruction, wich woulc be added to
the's bilis,

Frora where s allthis. compedtive power
going focore? Asaas demonsirated asl
sumer and again a fow weeks 3go, here it
very e ss£pins power out there a1any
price. Decegralstiar must sssure contnued
selia>le power. ' Ohjo pawer can sell in
Michigaa \Jichigen shouid be ableto se3n
Ohicand other sizlex ’

Malcolm G. Dugliss
Gresse fBe

| Contacts only i youneed them

Jam appalie by Uve number of iceaagers
who e buyiaz coniact levses sirply to
sugrved (e ¢2joc of theis eves (For
sppearaaces sake,” July 15).

16t star ted wearing contect lensesasa
106-greder inhigh schoa) becouse glasses
weretooswkward to wear while plarirg
basketdal) and becasse ) wanied better
vi£on. } woud do almont epvthing 1o have
20;20vision without the ajd ol cootacts or
glasses (witoul costly sogery). -

) wonder if these kids have any ides how
grateful-hey should be Uat they can see
withowd some klod of oo 24d. This is Just
another axamole of vain, egocentric
feenagers beisg allowedtodo whaterer they
want, regardiess of the rishs imvolved

Mary Chondelewic2
Farminglon Hills
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The Washington Post
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Kazakhstan’s Progress Ag_o

The Post's Nov. 9 editorial *A
Central Asian Czar” attempted to
identify obstacles our young nation
faces—including potential ethnjc
tensions, geopolitical pressures and
environmental degradation, Byt

€se are the very afeas i which
Kazakhstan has built an exemplary
record. With the most complex
multiethnic population of any for-
mer Soviet republic, we have—all

sective of
lished a remarkably open and toler-
ant society, without discrimination
and with full freedom of religion. -

As the world's first mation to

unilaterally relinquish our nuclear
arsenal, the third-largest on earth,

- we have been widely credited with

being a “model state" for nonprolif.
eration (as stated in a recent Car-
neii: Endowment study).

regards democracy and polit-
ical reform, we are enoouramm

No’ to Kyoto PO

Fred Hiatt's Nov. 8 op-ed column,
“Greening of the Board Rooms,”
missed a fundamental ptl)nint in t.::;
complex climate debate: Interest
some US. companies in official
credit for their voluntary efforts to
limit greenhouse-gas emissions
should not be confused with endors-
ing the Kyoto Protocol, which
would cap family and business use
-of heating oil, electricity, coal, gaso-
line and natural gas. Nor is this
really a debate about “early action.”
President Clinton announced his
Climate Action Plan back in 1993.
Since then, thousands of U.S. com-
panies have improved energy effi-
ciency, invested in energy technolo-
gies and re-thought strategic plans
" for new facilities.

Among these corporate activists
are members of that “most retro-
grade industry group,” the Global
-Climate Coalition, a name the au-
- thor apparently cannot bear to

write. It is the largest, most diverse

US. industry group involved in
dimateissu&s—andastannchopp&
nent of the Kyoto Protocol The
coalition ranks remain strong be-
aus]e busmessul:eaders know that
implementing protocol could
cost 10 times what top White House

officials claim, an annoying fact the
.S. Energv Information Adminis-
i toformation Admiie
“"No doubt CEOs welcomed “this
turn toward realism” by one federal
agency, but expect the board room
buzz on climate policy to remain
about. the yl:n;(e: Voluntary, yes.
'Credit, maybe. Kyoto, no.
THOMAS M. KIRLIN
Washington
The writer, a climate consultant,
has the Global Climate Coalition
among his clients.

that will be fully monitored by
international observers and will be

~ contested by multiple national polit-

ical parties, ,
Ofeom'se.wehavealongwayto

go. But our record in the first seven

years of our independence stands gs

one of enormous progress when'

compared with virtually any other
newly independent state, some of
which have had 50 years to

and others, like the United States’s,
more than 200, We have firmly set
in place the framework for an open,

democratic society based on toler.

ance and individual rights, and we
are moving forward with concrete
steps to bring further democratic
and economic reform in compliance
with our commitments as a partici-
pating state in the Organization for
Security and Cooperation in Eg
rope.. -

.. The Post’s failure to

any of these nation-building -

achievementsistroublesome.After
70 years under Soviet repression
andzooymundertbeyokeoftbe
Russian czars, we find The Post’s
glib reference to our president as 3
czar not just factually erroneous but
culttnllyinsensiﬁv:.Wedonotnse
the title lightly , a8 we know what

'lifewaslikeforourforefathm

during this. long history of oppres-
sion.Ouroonstitutionprovidsthat
thepresidentiselectedonanalter-
native basis from a number of candi-
dates in free and fair elections in
which every citizen who votes will

-. pation.

There - certainly should be no
doubt that the forthcoming elec-
tions in 1999 will meet the high
standardsofdemocraticplmalm.'

BOLAT NURGALIYEV
Ambassador
Republic of Kazakhstan
Washington

bechoosingm_e-daﬁny-ofou-__
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Global-warming facts need to be put on table

Geneva Overholser, in her Dec. 4 column, urged serious discussion on the United
Nations’ Koyoto Protocol concerning the controversial global-warming theory. I
agree that it’'s long overdue.

Overholser’s appalling lack of knowledge on the subject, however, reinforces
the necessity to get the scientific facts out on the table so the public will
understand and support the Senate’'s overwhelming opinion that the Koyoto
Protocol would not only be disastrous to the U.S. and the world economy, but is
based on erroneous scientific theory and world-government politics.

Careful measurements over the last 20 years, the period most affected by
' 'greenhouse gasses, '’ actually show a trend of decreasing global temperatures,
as reported by the Marshall Institute in the Astrophysical Journal. A trend
line of wildly fluctuating annual temperatures does show an increase in
atmospheric temperatures as the world recovers from the ’'’‘Little Ice Age’'’ of
300 years ago; however, there have been five extended periods where temperatures
were much higher than today. Are humans responsible for these climatic changes
also?

It appears that the best correlation of our climate to an outside influence
is with solar activity, while strict scientific methodology indicates that
increasing hydrocarbon emissions do not support a global warming hypothesis.
Rationing hydrocarbons emissions, as called for under the Koyoto Protocol, would
reduce America’s standard of living drastically. The protocol is one more step
along the path of subverting our nation to the dictates of the United Nations
that President Clinton desires.

I belong to a John Birch Society chapter that has a large library of
information on why we should not only reject the Koyoto Protocol, but also get
our country out of the United Nations and the United Nations out of our country.
E-mail jayveef@aol.com for an invitation to attend one of our monthly
issues-and-answers sessions. Yes, as Overholser says, it’s time to warm up the
climate debate.
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The Rocky Mountain News (Denver, Co.) , December 16, 1998
Jack Fried

Denver

Senator‘s book selection should cause us concern

It did not inspire confidence to read in the Books section soon after the
election that Sen. Ben Nighthorse Campbell’s choice of reading material is The
Art of War by Sun Tzu, proving him to be a student of the Pat Robertson and Newt
Gingrich school of politics.

Robertson has espoused the strategy of Chinese military tactician Sun Tzu,
as revealed in The Art of War, in gaining political power, with the goal of a
Republican-controlled Congress and White House by year 2000. Simultaneously, he
has expressed admiration for powerful, corrupt political machines like New
York’s 19th century Tammany Hall.

Newt Gingrich, too, had his staff study military history from The Art of War
for its political lessons, describing his strategy for traveling the ruthless
road to political power thusly: '’‘Be nasty . . . stand up and slug fast . . . we
are fighting a war for power.'’

I think most of Campbell’s Colorado constituency would rather he not be such
an avid follower of religious-right political philosophy.

Rita Harper

Littleton

Jefferson’s sage advice on doing what is right

"'If ever you find yourself environed with difficulties and perplexing
circumstances out of which you are at a loss how to extricate yourself, do what
is right, and be assured that that will extricate you the best out of the worst
situations. Though you cannot see when you take one step what will be the next,
vet follow truth, justice and plain dealing, and never fear their leading you
out of the labyrinth in the easiest manner possible. The knot which you thought
a Gordian one will untie itself before you. Nothing is so mistaken as the
supposition that a person is to extricate himself from a difficulty by intrigue,
by chicanery, by dissimulation, by trimming, by an untruth, by an injustice.
This increases the difficulties tenfold; and those who pursue these methods get
themselves so involved at length that they can turn no way but their infamy
becomes more exposed.’’ -Thomas Jefferson, 1785.

Now, that’'s good advice. For history, for posterity, for our children, do
the right thing.
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The Rocky Mountain News (Denver, Co.) , December 15, 1998
Tim Burns

Lakewood

Smaller government isn’'t what he has in mind

Gov.-elect Bill Owens, as quoted in Vincent Carroll’s Dec. 6 column, predicts
that we ‘‘can pass tax cuts and still keep the budget growing at 6 percent.’’' As
a Libertarian, I find the first part of this appealing and the second part
appalling.

Do the math: Six percent annual growth means that at the end of Owens’
four-year term, the budget will have grown by more than 26 percent. Two terms
under this policy would give us nearly 60 percent growth, and three terms would
be more than enough to double the budget. Clearly, a smaller, less intrusive
state government is not what Owens has in mind, campaign rhetoric
notwithstanding.

The Republicans may not mean what they say about reducing the scope of
government, but the Libertarian Party does. Interested readers can find the
details at www.lp.org / platform.

Crailg Stinson
Public Information Director
Libertarian Party of Colorado

Highlands Ranch

Think of conseqguences

If President Clinton had any integrity, he would resign. At this point, even his
staunchest defenders no longer deny his perjury under oath. If perjury under
oath is not a felony, then the people currently serving jail time for it should
be released and the law against it should be rescinded. But can you imagine what
would happen to our legal system if that occurred?

Polls tell us the majority of Americans do not want Clinton impeached. This
then must mean that most Americans favor abolishing the law against perjury -
unless they believe Clinton is above the law.

Is this how you feel? If not, let your elected representatives know where
you stand on this issue. By remaining silent, you condone Clinton’s reckless
disregard for our American heritage.
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The Focky Mountain News (Denver, Co.) , December 16, 1998
Emile A. Rainold III

Greenwood Village

Too slow for our good?

With all the wrecks and deaths caused by road rage, one must ask: Do speed laws
contribute to road rage?

For example, consider Sante Fe from Hampton to Mississippi, which is a
six-lane gem of a road with few, if any, cross streets. The speed limit is 45
mph. If you go the speed limit, though, you are taking your life in your hands,
with motorists passing you with angry looks and an occasional hand gesture. Or
you are tailgated until you leave the road or break the law and speed.

Like Antigone in the 2,000-year-old play, you must decide whether to break
an unrealistic speed law or obey the law and incur road rage. And, no, I’'ve
never gotten a ticket.

David Hester

Littleton

The freeing of Matt Grise

Kudos to the Denver Rocky Mountain News, Rep. Scott McInnis, Roger Gomez and all
who helped in freeing Matt Grise from the juvenile detention compound in
Louisiana. What a wonderful Christmas present for Matt and his family in
Colorado.

We hope steps will now be taken to shut down the New Bethany compound and
any others like it. Places like these cannot continue to be allowed to unjustly
imprison and enslave young children.

Tracy and Randy Fullerton

Westminster

LANGUAGE: ENGLISH

LOAD-DATE: December 18, 1998
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Missed Opportunity for Cleaner Airgy

The Post’'s March 26 editorial
“Hot Air and Climate %%%e' cor-
rectly points out that the ton
administration's proposal to dereg-
ulate the electric utilities is woefully
inadequate to bring about critical
reductions in carbon dioxide emis-
_ sions from power plants, the na-
tion’s largest industrial contributors
of greenhouse gases.

Missing from the editorial was
discussion of the plan’s failure to
protect public health and the envi-
ronment from air pollution, which
causes tens of thousands of hospital-
izations and premature deaths each
year. The electric power industry is
responsible for fully one-third of the
air pollution that causes 6zone or
smog and two-thirds of the sulfur
emissions that form the fine parti-
cles that are deadly when inhaled by
. vulnerable people such as children
and the elderly.

The vast majority of the electricity
industry’s air pollution comes from
older, coalburning power plants
built in the 1950s and '60s, which are
exempt from modern air-quality
standards under the Clean Air Act.
This loophole allows older plants to
emit from 10 to 100 times the
amount of pollution that a newer
plant is permitted to emit. Under the
Clinton plan, these older plants will
enjoy a significant competitive ad-
vantage by virtue of their failure to
invest in pollution controls.

Many observers predict that de-
regulation, without measures that
mandate clean-up of the dirtiest

plants, would result in increased
smog and particulate air pollution,
and consequently more illness and
premature death. By failing to set
tough standards for air pollutants
from the electric industry, the Clin-
ton administration has missed a key
opportunity to save American lives.
I hope that Congress will recognize

and correct this failure.
REBECCA STANFIELD
Washington
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8 Countries Agreﬁ to Fight Environmental Crime

LEEDS CASTLE, England, April 5
(Reuters) — Ministers from Russia
and the Group of Seven leading econ-
omies agreed today to step up their
cooperation against environmental
grime. a market estimated at $J0
billion a year.

“We want to declare war on the
smugglers who trade illegally in
banned products such as endangered
species, the ozone-depleting sub-
stances and hazardous wastes,”
Deputy Prime Minister John Pres-
cott of Britain said. '

The meeting of environmental
ministers from Britain, the United

Patents

States, France, Germany, Italy, Ja-
pan, Canada and Russia was held in
advance of a gathering of national
leaders in England in May.

Mr. Prescott said he wanted to see
the equivalent of an Interpol for envi-
ronmental crime.

He said the illegal trade in endan-
gered species was estimated at $5
billion a year; the figure rises to $20
billion when illegal fishing, logging
and trade in bootleg chlorofluorocar-
bons are included. Those gases,
which deplete the ozone layer, are
still produced in Russia, China and
some other countries. Environmen-

tal crimes can be as profitable as
drug crimes, Mr. Prescott said.

The meeting highlighted continu-
ing differences between the Euro-
pean Union and the United States
about how governments should carry

out the Kyoto conference agreement

to cut emissions of greenhouse gases.

The pact, which Mr. Prescott
helped negotiate in December,
agreed that industrialized nations
should cut emissions of six green-
house gases by an average 5.2 per-
cent between 2008 and 2012, with a 7
percent cut for the United States and
8 percent for the European Union.
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Making Cars

Run Cleaner

Four inventors who work at the
Ford Research Laboratory in Dear-
born, Mich., won praise for two pat-
ents that enable cars to run with
cleaner emissions. The devices are
especially designed for automobiles
that run on natural gas. The technol-
ogy is in use in California, where
stringent new low-emission require-
ments are in place.

Exhaust is created when a mix-
ture of air and fuel is ignited in an
internal combustion engine. The in-
ventions reduce the noxious chemi-
cals that cars emit by first filtering
hydrogen from the exhaust through a
conditioning catalyst. The exhaust
gases are then passed through an
electronic sensor, which analyzes
their oxygen concentration.

Sabra Chartrand 09‘

Determining the amount of oxygen
in the exhaust allows more careful
control over the air-fuel mixture be-
ing fed to the engine. The mixture
can be adjusted in response to read-
ings from the oxygen sensor so that a
more efficient combination is used.
With a more efficient mixture, the
car’s central catalyst can better re-
duce noxious gases to meet low-
emission standards.

The inventors of the devices —
Jeffrey Hepburn, Robert McCabe,
Bela Povinger and Raymond Willey
— received patents 5,433,071 and
5,474,054.
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- British Petroleum Sets Profit Goals, Plans Big Stock

Increase of 25%

Planned in Output
By BHUSHAN BAHREE ﬁ l q

Staff Reporter of THE WaLL STREET JOURNAL

GENEVA-Despite low rices,
British Petroleum PLC aims to make ajot
more money than it already does and to re-
ward its shareholders with share buy-
backs, starting next year.

Chief Executive John Browne told ana-
lysts that the company aimed to increase
underlying annual profit by $2 billion

within the next five years, to at least $6 bil-

lion a year by 2002. BP reported net income
of $4.6 billion for 1997,

News from the analysts’ meeting, at
which Mr. Browne disclosed BP's intention
to buy back $2 billion of shares next year,
lifted the company's shares on the London
Stock Exchange. The stock jumped more

-———

than 6% after the meeting, easing back to
end the day up 1.7% at 895.5 pence ($14.91),
a gain of 15 pence.

But BP's message wasn't nearly as
new for some analysts. “I've felt for
some time that BP is a solid long-term
growth story,” said Paul Spedding, an
analyst at Dresdner Kleinwort Benson
in London. ‘‘They just confirmed that,”
he said. )

Mr. Browne said BP expects to meet
the profit targets through both increased
volume and cost reductions. The targets

“can be achieved, “perhaps with a small

timing adjustment, even if oil prices re-
main at around $14 a barrel,” Mr.
Browne said. '

That price would be some $2 a barrel
lower than BP's current assumption of the
price of North Sea benchmark Brent crude
oil at $16 a barrel. Mr. Browne said BP re-
mained ready to adjust to a sustained pe-
riod of lower prices.

Asked in a telephone interview
whether hitting profit targets would put

| Repurchase
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BP far in front of its peers in profitabil-
ity, Mr. Browne's .reply suggested he
wasn't under any ulu.iig_gs about the
competition. I don’t expect anyone to
stand still,”" he said.
For its part, BP plans to increase its
‘output of oil and gas by some 25% in the
next five years from the 2.7 billion barrels
produced in the past five-year period. Al-
ready a major oil producer in Alaska. the
(North Sea and elsewhere, BP yesterday
onfirmed petroleum discoveries offshore

" - *Angola that will add 500 million barrels to

the company’s reserves.

Mr. Browne said BP was looking at the
.next 15 years, not just the next five, by
securing options to expand output in such
areas as the Guif of Mexico and Latin
America, and build market positions in
Europe and Asia, particularly in China.
For the even longer term, Mr. Browne
said BP was creating options to produce
natural gas in eastern Siberia and oil in
the Caspian Sea. '

. “We're beginning to create a new com-
pany, but I think we've only just begun to

- understand quite how much it could de-
Aiver,” Mr. Browne said..
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El Nino reduces energy demands

me heati more than 25% below normal across
the USA during the heart of this year’s El Nino winter — anuary and February. While the North
was warm, many southem cities that use air conditioning in winter were cool.

Energy demands Jan. and Feb, Pacific 1, Great New
1998, compared with normal '—E Groat L% 2 England

o o ' Rocky Plains ! — Mid-
saasseamm kﬂw & @ Atiamtic

APR 6 1998

: Great Lower Mid- New Pacific Rocky  South
= - Lakes  Plains Missiﬁsippi Atlantic England Mountains Atiantic
alley . tant
7-day energy forecasts on USA TODAY's online service at www_usatoday.comwi

Source CNG Energy Services Corp ang Consongated Naturat Gas Co

By Elys A McLean USA TODAY
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Environment legislation left
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out in cold on Capitol Hill

By Chzrles.Pope ?q
CONGRESSIONAL QUARTERLY

No matter its scope, its merits or
its intentions, environmental legis-
latiop has earmmﬁﬁ
an icy stare in Congress this year.

Two-and-a-half months into the
session, the most prominent stand-
alone bills are barely breathing.
These include legislation to over-
haul the Superfund toxic waste
cleanup program and to reauthor-
ize the Endangered Species Act, as
well as land use and timber mea-
sures.

Similarly, prospects for ad-
dressing the Kyoto treaty on g}
warming are so dim that the Clin-
fon administration decided against
even offering it this year.

Below the surface, however, the
picture is different. Finding the
front door blocked, Republicans
are using the back door to push
environmental or public land
amendments to unrelated legisla-
tion. Most of the proposals are
coming from conservatives eager
to scale back environmental pro-
tections.

Such “riders” can trigger strong
reactions. “Congress never has to
resort to riders; it's an abom-
ination of the legislative process
and an abomination of the public’s
right to know,” said Kathleen A.

McGinty, who chairs President
Clinton’s Council on Environmen-
tal Quality. - .

Indeed, legislative officers at
the Interior Department now
spend much of their time watching
for what they call “guerrilla activ-
ity” that could affect the depart-
ment. ' :

Their attention is well-placed.
Officials at the Interior Depart-
ment counted at least 29 riders at-
tached to the fiscal 1997 and 1998
Interior appropriations bills alone.
Among the more controversial
1998 changes were provisions:

® Restoring taxpayer subsidies
for Forest Service road construc-
tion. :

® Overturning a federal court
injunction against the Forest Ser-
vice on more than one-half of the
grazing leases in place at 11 na-
tional forests in Arizona and New
Mexico.

® Postponing collection of
higher “special use fees” based on
property appraisals for people
who own recreation homes on na-
tional forest land.

In fact, the practice has become
so commonplace that Rep. Henry
A. Waxman, California Democrat,
introduced legislation in 1997 to
require a separate vote on any
rider that “reduces environmental
protection.” His bill hasn't gone

- anywhere in the Republicah-

controlled Congress. .

However, House GOP leaders,
recognizing how often environ-
mental issues have split Eastern
and Western Republicans, have
asked Reps. James C. Greenwood
of Pennsylvania and Richard W.
Pombo of California to head an ef-
fort to explore ways to heal the dif-
ferences within the party.

This year’s proposed environ-
mental riders are more narrowly
written than some in the last Con-
gress, and therefore less likely to
draw a presidential veto.

Democrats and environmental- -

ists take no comfort in that. In fact,
they are more nervous about these
low-profile riders than those from
the days when the Republicans
were waging a full-scale, largely
unsuccessful assault on environ-
mental laws. :

Republicans and lobbyists for
business groups see riders as a
powerful mechanism for roping in
regulators who ignore congres-
sional dictates.

“When agencies refuse to listen
to the will of Congress, they are a
useful tool,” said Susan Eckerly,
chief Senate lobbyist for the Na-
tional Federation of Independent
Businesses. “In some instances,
it's appropriate.”
® Distributed by Scripps Howard.
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