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Aalrica of environmental initiatives London Latest
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— emissions, in the face of London
World Trade Republican opposition. Closing
_ World Closing
International Thde ad(rjnini?trﬁ?on h?fs been World Indices
. reduced to fighting off a
W Republican measure that would limit President Bill CURRENCIES
Clinton's scope to use executive orders to implement
the Kyoto Protocol for climate change. Exchange
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The protocol, agreed in 1997 by about 150 countries,
commits the US to reducing carbon emissions by 7 per
cent from 1990 levels no later than 2012.

The Republican measure, attached to the Interior
Department appropriations bill, would prohibit the use
of federal funds "to propose or issue rules, regulation,
degrees or orders for the purpose of implementing. . .
the Kyoto Protocol".

Mr Clinton has vowed to veto the bill, which also
contains funding for energy efficiency programmes. But
he has already been forced to sign legislation that
hinders efforts to reduce carbon emissions.

The transportation bill, for example, prevented the
administration from requiring higher vehicle fuel
efficiency standards.

Moreover, budget constraints forced the administration
to limit its request for tax credits to spur private sector
development of technologies to address climate
change.

This modest Climate Change Technology Initiative
came under attack from both ends of the political
spectrum. Gary Cool, of Greenpeace, called the
administration proposals "very inadequate, given the
size of the problem and US emissions".

The rightwing Cato Institute, called the package "a
sham" and a "repackaging of failed programmes that
do nothing to significantly reduce global temperatures".
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But Roger Ballentine, deputy assistant to the president
for environmental initiatives, defended the programme
and said it was impossible to estimate the savings that
could be achieved.” The initiative is meant to spur
development of technologies which will make a
significant contribution to the way we consume energy,"
he said.

The Energy Department's partnership programme with
US carmakers, which aims to triple fuel efficiency by
2004, has also suffered deep cuts. Congress has
refused all funding for a $200m programme to help the
states implement clean air plans.

The Senate has ordered the administration not to
submit the Kyoto Protocol for approval unless
developing countries agreed to reduce emissions as
well.

Congressional stinginess has forced the administration
to address global warming through a series of small
measures. In August the president issued an executive
order co-ordinating federal efforts to convert crops,
trees and other biomass into fuel, power and products.
in June the president required each federal agency to
reduce greenhouse gas emissions in their buildings by
30 per cent below 1990 levels over the next decade.

While environmentalists have strong doubts about
whether the administration's emissions reduction
initiatives would be effective, they may not get a
chance to find out if the Republican-dominated
Congress gets its way.
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What the News Means Today

Why There's More Hot
Air on Global Warming

The nations of the world are meeting

- to discuss air pollution, but many

don’t seem to give a hoot

Most of us need deadlines to spur us into action,
which may be why nobody’s rushing to stop the

. belching of greenhouse gases into the
. atmosphere. The international deadline for the

5.2 percent cut from 1990 global output levels
envisaged in the 1997 Kyoto Climate Change
treaty is 2012, four full election cycles from now.
Representatives of the 150 nations party to the
treaty gathered in Bonn, Germany, on Monday to
discuss technical details of fulfilling its
requirements. But the treaty has yet to be ratified

i by a number of the world's leading industrialized

marketp!ace

nations, including the United States, and that's

: something President Clinton may be unlikely to
¢ risk following his humiliation in the Senate on the

nuclear Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty. After

" all, as the world's largest polluter, the U.S. will be
 expected to dramatically cut its consumption of

¢ gasoline and other carbon-based fuels, and no

. president will comfortably pass the tax hikes and

v

other restrictions necessary to effect that

: reduction. Especially when the oil industry is

. funding an aggressive marketing campaign

" telling voters that the problem is overstated and
- the treaty is unfair.

sy Far from showing any downward
2L trend, carbon gas emissions in
the U.S. are continuing to

,-‘ increase; even the European

- Union, which fancies itself as the
~ world leader on environmental

. matters, is stabilizing rather than
“ reducing its output. And aithough
President Clinton recently characterized
Republican opposition to the Kyoto Climate

~ Change treaty as a threat to American jobs, the

electorate may be more easily persuaded that
signing the treaty is a threat to their SUVs. That

- may be why the most attractive item on offer at

the Bonn talks could be an emissions-trading
scheme, that will allow industrialized countries to

~ buy "credits" from others whose pollution levels
- are below their quotas ailowed under the treaty.

If they can’t convince U.S. consumers to make
the sacrifices needed to cut their own outputs,
future White House tenants may at least be able

FORTUNE ?

)

DOWNLOAD

wysiwyg://165/http://www.pathfinder.com/time/daily/0,2960,33222,00.htr,

10/28/99 6:37 PM




T
Clinton Presidential Records
Digital Records Marker

—

This is not a presidential record. This is used as an administrative
marker by the William J. Clinton Presidential Library Staff.

This marker identifies the place of an oversized document(s).
Given our digitization capabilities, we are sometimes unable to
adequately scan such large documents. The title from the original
| document is indicated below.

Oversized documents have not been scanned in their entirety for
the purpose of digitization. To see the documents please contact or
visit the Clinton Presidential Library's Research Room.



OCTOBER 25, 1999

THE 2000 ELECTIONSS:
What's At Stake

By Deb Callahan, President
League of Conservation Voters

§ he 2000 elections offer
voters a timely opportu-
nity to bridge the gap
between the American
public and elected officials
regarding global warming.

In the 1980s, the .environ-
mental community rallied sup-
port to address the first major
global climate- issue, stratos-
pheric ozone depletion. The
campaign caught. the public’s
attention, in part, because peo-
ple could conceptualize a hole in
the atmosphere’s protective
ozone layer and recognize its
-threat to their health.

Global warming is a tougher
issue for people to grasp. Logic

would seem to dictate that an -

incremental warming of the plan-
et would result in incremental
damage. Yet, science tells us
that the- earth was merely a few
degrees cooler during the last
ice age. Therefore, on a global
scale every degree counts.

Lawmakers Out of Touch

With the overwhelming sup-
port of the scientific community,
an increasing number of
Americans are recognizing the
threats of living on a hotter plan-
et and are unwilling to take the

risk of doing nothing. The public

is learning the enormous human
and economic costs associated
with increased droughts, heat
waves, - floods and ‘hurricanes.
At the same time, however, U.S.

legislators are falling for the. do-

nothing rhetoric of industry-

funded lobbyists, - and are -
stonewalling efforts to cut global

warming gases.

‘Recently, . governmental’

efforts to curb greenhouse gas
emissions, which trap heat in the
earth’s atmosphere and slowly
warm the planet, have all but
drawn to a halt. Much of the
delay can be directly linked to

controversies surrounding the -

Kyoto Protocol. The Clinton
administration has yet to. send
the treaty to the Senate for ratifi-
cation because the Senate has

clearly stated that it will not-

éccept the Protocol until devel-

~oping nations, such as China
and India; are required to partic-’

continued on next page_

hange

Whlte House (':ommltted
“Strong Progress”

By Roger Ballentine and
Frank E. Loy

Ballentine is Deputy Assistant to the
Presrden! for Environmental initiatives
and White House Climate Change
Coordinator. Loy is Undersecretary of
State for Global Affairs and head of the
U.S. delegation to this week's climate
meetings in Bonn, Germany.)

few weeks ago, more
. than 500 mayors and
. local officials—from
- Baltimore to St. Louis
to Seaﬂle—took a pledge. They
committed themselves, and their
cities, to-the fight against global
warming. Two weeks earlier,
DuPont pledged to dramatically
reduce its greenhouse gas emis-
sions, joining Motorola, Dow,
IBM, BP Amoco and other lead-
ing corporations taking real
action on climate change. From

"city council chambers to corpo-
rate boardrooms, America is

mobilizing against global warm-
ing—the greatest environmental
challenge of the Twenty-first
Century.

That is the message ‘U.S.

representatives  Will. take to -

Germany this week when 160

nations gather for this year's

round of international climate
negotiations. Our objective in
Bonn' will be to ensure that the
international community contin-

ues to make strong progress in _
" . elaborating a system that fights
- global warming in an intelligent

way and'at a cost that is reason-
able, with strong efforts by devel-
oped and developing countries
alike. )

No More Business
As Usual |

The Bonn conference takes

place against the backdrop of a
broad and growing scientific con-
sensus that human activities
have started to affect the global
climate. New studies of
Northern Hemisphere tempera-
tures show that the Twentieth
Century has been the warmest in
the past 1,000 years, that the
1990s have been the warmest
decade in that period, and that
1998 was the single warmest
year.ever recorded (breaking the
old mark set just a year earlier).

Continuing on a “business as
usual” course will lead to further
warming in the next century—as
much as 6.5 degrees
Fahrenheit, according to leading
scientists. The recent drought in
the eastern United States, and
the torrential rains and flooding
that followed, offer a too-exciting
preview- of the kind of extreme
weather this. warming could
bring.

To help protect future gener-
ations from ‘these grave risks,
the United States is moving
aggressively to reduce its green-
house gas emissions. Last year,
President Clinton and Vice
President Gore secured over $1
billion towards accelerating the
deployment of Twenty-first
Century clean energy technolo-
gies.

So far this year, President

Clinton -has ‘signed- two new;
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