FOIA Number: 2017-1094-F

FOIA
MARKER

This is not a textual record. This is used as an
administrative marker by the William J. Clinton
Presidential Library Staff.

Collection/Record Group:
Subgroup/Office of Origin:

Series/Staff Member:

Subseries:

Clinton Presidential Records
WH Task Force on Climate Change

Roger Ballentine; Paul Bledsoe; Julie Anderson

OA/ID Number:
FolderID:

Folder Title:
Administration and Its Critics

Section:

3

Position:

1




e
Vasi-

M2

yesterday at a weekly luncheon
here hosted by conservative ac-
tivist Paul Weyrich.

Mr. Bayley. the former pros-
ecutor for King County, described
himself as “a Ronald Reagan Re-
publican” and said if he defeats
Democratic Sen. Pattv Murray, he
would be one more vote to over-
ride President Clinton's veto of a
ban on partial-birth abortions.

However, one conservative ac-
rivist objected that in a TV inter-
view Mr. Bayley had outlined a
“Ted Kenredy” position on abor-
tion in general, saying he was
cersonally opposed to it but
would net impose as beliets on
otihers. i

Then. to the discomfiture of the
cand:date. the tape oi the nter-
viaw was plaved so the activists
could judze for themselves.

Return fire

This column on Tuesdav quoted
from a Wall Street Journal edito-

rial that eruzicized the perform- -\,ﬁ

ance of the Congressional Budyget
Otfice and urged a shakeup there
atter Durector June O'Nell de-
narts.

vesterday, a spokesman o the
CBO phoned to say the director
had responded in a letter to the
Journal that was expected to be
nublisited today or tomoirow.
Here it is:

“It the the editorial page staff
of the Wai! Street Jeurnal aspire
become writers ot fiction, Mon-

waprear cdventure 1n fantasy
i Baeitavay Potency, editorial page,
Juby 20y suggests a successtul ru-
ture awarts them. For the record,
1 have not ‘let it be known' I will
not continue after my term ex-
5 ras. [ will make that decision at
a: appropriate time. Further,
CBO analyses are dynamic — ot
static — in that we take into ac-
count the snticipated changes in
behavior that attend significant
shifts in policy. And if our results
would ‘put a private forecaster
out of a job, as the Journal con-
tends, there must be a lot of un-
emploved private-sector forecast-
ers out there because most of
thera missed the revenue surge of
the last couple of years as we did.
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“Atthe hears of CBOS potency”
s our reputation tor providing
pbjective, nonpartisan analysts,
The Journal’s editorial is one lonyg
harangue for Tosy scenarios’ and
politicizatien of the agency”

They call it summer

Sen. Kay Bailey Hutchison,
Texas Republican, accused Viee
President Al Gore vesterday orf
polittcizing the weatiwern

Mr Gore, quoted in yesterday's
Christian Science Moniter. had
this to say about the brutal heat
wave in the southern Plams and
the Southwest “Hew much mor2
proof do we need that global
warming is real?” The vice nres-
fdent went on to criticze Con-
creg; for ignoring the issue,

Mres, Hutchison, appeariid on
C-SPANS “Moerning Journal”
said: ©T think we really don't want
to politicize this heat wave by try-
ing to indicate that there is a
cause that is not proven at all.”

The senator added: “Actuaily,
the science does not in any way
indicate that we are in global
warming because of anything that
is in the environment. Actually,
we're in a cooling period.”

Stassen loses again

Harold Stassen, who became
the youngest governor ever
elected in the United States 60
vears ago, has lost a bid at run-
ning for the Minnesota post this

e
ZAerS

.
The Yi-vear-oid perennial pres-

shot Tuesday because he didn't
have a running mate, said Joe
Mansky, secretary of the state’s
ciections division.

Mr Stassen. who said i May
that he would seek ancther term
as coverior, tvas 31 when he
made U8 history by being
clected in 1938, By contrast,
Prosident Chinton was 32 when he
was elected Arkansas governor in
1975,

L1 recent years, ne has been
known for potitical futility.

My Stassen sought the Repub-
lLicen normmation for the White
Flouse 10 times, first in 1942 and
most recently in 1992, when he
won one Minnesota delegate.
st recent shet at hizh of-

Gce came in 1990, when he ol
fered 1o e Bob Dole’s running
mate. Mr Stassen said he wanted
to show that Dole, then 72, was
“voung enouzh to be a successtul
president.”

{4e was phillesepnical vesterday
abour s latest reoutt, the Asso-
clated Press reports.

“It's OK.” Mr. Stassen said.
“Half my thoughts were not tu
enter, but then of course, 1 had
the nld urge to participate.”

Asked it his days as a candi-
date were over, he said, "I
wouldn't say that.”

Then he added, “I'll approach
the future when it comes along.”

Mediocre 2

Rep. Thomas Man
ing to announce his i
until it was too late f.
New York Democrat
Job, apparently has ¢
hand-picking his suc

The New York Tin
out yesterday with u.
for Mr. Manton and .
successor, chosen by
ers like Mr. Manton.

“Mr. Manton, who
the Queens Democr:
man, has been a me«
sressman at best, de
of fls tme to distric
newspaper sald In ai

“His chosen sucee
olvy member Joseph
aad an equally undi-
career, notable main
lovalty. The district:
with elected officialr
vounger than Mr. M
would like to have h:
the post, most of the
and more energetic
Crowley”

The newspaper ac
nwember of Congres:
will quickly be forge
ack home, he shout
pered as an emblem
ness that permeates
nolitics — an attitud
Lons dre eniecessal
Jet in the way of the
ness of dispensing ¢

Plaintive r:

Phil Maloof, the v
Democrat who rece:
special election to fi
House seat from Ne-
will be on the ballot
vember. And he app
lseeqt working on his

“1"m not taking ar
special-interest mon
financed candidate t
day political column
Shapiro. “I'm speak!
Mialoof, not Philip M

The columnist sat
then added plaintive
put that in your artu
o Grey Pierce can be
202:636-3285 or by ¢
(Pierce( hvtmai..co

Kasich pushes for $167 billion tax ¢

Social Security would get $338 billion

By John Godfrey

THE 'WASHINGTON TIMES

"House Budget Committee
Chairman John XKasich pitched a
plan to House GOP leaders yester-
day to use looming budget sur-

pluses to cut taxes by $167 bill;
over five vears whiln)r.-.|...~:.?!lcl-.l.(.).n

rity funds for every liberal pro-
gram you have ever dreamed of.”
said House Republican Confer-

ence Chairman John A. Boehner of
Ohio.

lican, said Mr. Kasich's plan is
“getting closer” to the amount
needed to secure the long-term
solvency of Social Security. He and
other Senate Republican leaders

Conversely, Sen.
Minnesota -Republi
$167 billion is “not ¢
a “step in the right «

Commenting g
House Republican
Senate Minority L:
Daschle, South Dak
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Global Warming Is a Hot Topic at the

White House

= Weather: Clinton, Gore use interest created by heat
wave to focus attention on dangers of a changing climate.
Scientists debate theory from sidelines.

By JAMES GERSTENZANG ,L
TIMES STAFF WRITER

ASHINGTON—With a

wide swath of the nation

caught in the enervating
grip of a deadly summer heat wave,
President Clinton and Vice Presi-
dent Al Gore have seized on the
attention it has generated to warn
of the dangers of global warming.

'~ “As you can see from this swel-
tering heat, the climate of our
country and our globe is changing,”
Clinton said Monday during an
appearance in sweltering New
Orleans. '

But the science of global warm-
ing, the term attached to the notion
that the Earth's temperature is
increasing because of the green-
house effect, is much more compli-
cated than that, as scientists,

including government experts, .

have taken pains to emphasize.
It is unlikely that any one event
can be attributed to global warm-

ing, they say, even though a trend-

to which it contributes—in this
case record-setting high tempera-
tures around the globe month after
month—is said to prove that the

world's climate is getting warmer.

“Global warming is a relatively
small change from year to year, but
it is always pushing in one direc-
tion,” said Kevin Trenberth, one of
the government’'s leading
researchers studying climate
change around the world. “A lot of
what we're seeing at the moment is
the kind of extremes we expect
from global warming.” .

Several recent climate trend
have fueled the debate over global
warming. '

For each of the first six months of
1998, the mean global temperature
wasg warmer than it was during the
corresponding month in 1997. The
monthly trend was topped off in
June, when global surface temper-
atures were, on average, 1 degree
warmer than the long-term mean

temperature for the month,
according to records kept since
1880 by the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration.
But critics of the global warming
theory say measurements taken
anywhere from 5,000 to 30,000 feet
above the Earth—which, some say,
show little recent change or per-
haps even a cooling trend—are

more meaningful.

In addition to the temperature
increase at the Earth’s surface,
drought in Florida contributed to
the devastating fires there over the
last several weeks. and torrential
downpours produced unusually
fierce flood torrents in the north-
eastern United States.

It is unclear whether these
events are related to global
warming. .

armer temperatures may
have pushed back the start
of the summer rainy season in
Florida, scientists say. and thus
induced greater evaporation from

.the surface of the ocean, lifting

more moisture into the atmosphere,
carrying it elsewhere and then
dropping it in sudden, intense
storms.

“When you put the whole picture
together, one should conclude that
global warming is playing a role,”
gaid Trenberth, head of the climate
analysis section of the National
Center for Atmospheric Research
in Boulder, Colo. “A few degrees on
top of what would already be a heat
wave pushes the edge a bit more. It
goes over a threshold, and things
are no longer tolerable.”

On the other hand, he added:
“Most of what is going on is sum-
mertime. It's supposed to be hot.
Maybe it's bit hotter than it would

be...”

Reflecting scientists’ uncertainty
about when the occasionaily
unusual crosses the line to become
a demonstrable trend, as well as his
conviction that “the atmosphere is
a pretty chaotic, hard-to-
understand system,”

Randall Ceverny, a climatologist
at Arizona State University, said:
“If we were to see many, many
more heat waves each and every
year, that would be a trend associ-
ated with global warming.”

Gore and, increasingly, Clinton.
have been among the more vocal
political adherents of the global
warming theory—reflecting the
widespread agreement, but cer-
tainly not unanimity, among scien-
tists and others who have studied
data that the E.:th’s climate has
been growing measurably warmer,
most notably in the last decade.

Both Clinton and Gore have
focused their attention on the

"weather pattern as Congress has

debated an appropriations provi-
sion that the administration says
would restrict its ability to take
steps intended to counter global
warming and even to study the
phenomenon.

“This strange pattern of weather
is in keeping with the consequences
that were predicted as a result of
global warming,” Gore said.

LI
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Clinton Climate Plan Would Kill Coal

he latext White House estimata

of the costs of complying with

the Kyeto global warming
treaty assumes the replacement of
every coal-fired power piant in the
uU.S. with gas generation by 2008,
according to an analysis of the
sstimato by Charles River
Associates. White House aconomic
advisor Janet Yellen last week
issued an update of an earlier paper
on the casts of Kyoto compliance,
concluding that reducing
greenhouao gos omicslone to the
levels required by Kyote protocol
would cost a mara $7 billlon to $12
billion per year in 2008-2010.

The Global Climate Coalition,
an industry-backed group that op-
poses U.S. rotifioation of tha traaty,
commissioned the CRA review of
Yellen's work. CRA said, “The ad-
ministration has assumed extromaly
ranird raplacemant of coal-fired
power plants by new natural gss
piants by 2008. This is a very opti-
mistic assumption sbout how
rapidly farge change in natural gas
infrastructure and power generation
can be achieved, and thera is some
inconsistency botween a very low

pormit price and achievement af
theco assumed changas.”

Among other problems with the
Yellon estimate Is that it assumes
worldwide trading of CO2 armung 8l
countries, at $14-23 per ton, s:r/s
CRA. Undar this scenario, the U.S.
would be purchasing ovoer 80
percent of tts permits from abraad,
rather than making reductions in
amissions here. This level of trading
arew fire from onviranmontal.sis,
who prefer that U.S. industry reduce
omissions directly.

The GCC, sounding a bit gmnan
itself, noted that the U.S. waul:j
“spend billions of doliars to purchase

emissions credite — mainly in Fuesia =

to offset our own inability to meet the
goals set by the protocol. That is,
instead of actually cutting bact on
our own greenhouse emissions,
mainly carbon dioxide, we will he
forced 1o make o massive tran:fier of
woalth to other countries thet 1re
actually producing less greenhause
gases than they were in 1990." -
CRA's estimate, using “perhaps
more reatistic assumptions about
technology, fuel substitution, snd
the scope of international tracing,”

The electic industey held 3 summit
maeting with the Clinton admvinixlea.
tion’s glohal warming team last weok In
Washington, inciyding Vice President
Al Gore. Amaong the (olks at the meer-
ing Trorm the industry sitle ware Jeverat
invaslor.owned utility CEO3, inetuding
Rictrard Abdoa of Wiseonsin Energy,
Wayna Brunattl of Naw Century
Snergles, Lawrence Codey of Public
Sorvico Eloctrie & Qas, and E. Linn
Drapar of American Blectric Power,
Actarding to John Novek of the
Edison Elsctric mnstitwto, the WWhitc
House identified three areas whure it

s White Rouse IDs Areas of Electric Interest

and the eclectric {adustry can ‘aork
togethar productivaly. Novak toid
reparters yesterdey dm thaose  irooa
include:

® Regulstory flexibility snd regrlatory -
fncentives. Thet includes issucs siuch os
hydro and nuclear raticensing.

® What t0 do 10 encourage riuclear
power and hydroelecicic. two areas
where administratinn actinn coulr. bring
Qore Into Collision with Nis envire n:nen-
talict friends. .

@ Credit for earty action taken Oy the
clectric inaystry to volunwrlly ‘nduce
CO2 ¢missions.

is thet permits will cost sbout $170
perwon. "In such circumnstances,”
saye the report, “GDP losses at loast
10 timeas the costs derived by the
adminictrotion could occur, with
similarly greater impacts on fami-
ltes, jobs, and businesses - incroas-
ing the average household’s energy
bill by about $8%0 per year and
gasoline prices by aimost $.50 per
gallon. Such impacts are consistent

. with tha fingings of others who have

snglyzed the likely impact of com-
plying with the Kyoto protocaol.”

Entergy to Spin O
Assets, Gut Dividend

aeking to boost its stagnam stock

price, Entergy Corp. yesterday
announced it would sell off its inter-
nationa! efectric distribution busi-
nesses - London Electricity in the
U.K. and CItiPower in Australia;
Entergy Security Inc., ite security
company with 200,000 customers in
the Sourtheast; portions of its tele-
COMMUNICITIONS INTterests; anc
Entergy integrated Solutions, its
energy managemant company. New
Orteans-based Entorgy atgso said v
will cut the company’s quarterly
dividend to 30 cents per share from
45 cents, offactive Sept. 1. The com-
pany hopes to raise $4 billion through
the asset sales and trimmed dividend.

“Wa need 10 gat back to basies
with our core domaestic utility busi-
ness,” said Rohert Luft, Entergy
chairman and acting CEQ. acknowi-
edging that customer service quality
has suffered at the utility, The trim-
med-down company will focus on
four areas, Lufr 1old reporters yester-
day, Including intyromiunagl pgower
generation in merchant plamts,
nuclear operations through Entargy
Nuclesr, Inc,, and power trading
and marketing. “We've over-extand-
ed our resources in the past,” hea said,
“and were not dging justice 10 some
aof our businessos. With the new,

© 199A. Flrevier Scignce foc.  All righis rescrved.  Unauthor:zrd reproducrion prohibied by hiw
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Gore’s remarks heat up |

global warming debate

By James W. Brosnan
SCRIPPS HOWARD NEWS SERVICE

Looks like even presidential candidates
will be talking about the weather.

Vice President Al Gore took the time yes-
terday to announce that July was the hottest
month since reliable recording began in

1880 — further evidence, he said, of global

warming.

Repuﬁlican officials said it was evidence
that Mr. Gore, the favorite for the Demo-
cratic presidential nomination in 2000, is an
environmental extremist.

According to the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration’s National Cli-
matic Data Center, July temperatures aver-
aged 61.7 degrees Fahrenheit, 1.26 degrees
higher than average, and 0.45 degrees
higher than the previous record set last
year. Every previous month in 1998 set a
record, too.

“When you look at these figures, it’s easy
to see the long-term trend, and it’s easy to
see how unprecedented this January
through July really is,” Mr. Gore said. “And
when we warm up the planet, the result is
more extreme weather, more floods, more
drought, stronger storms.

“How much more evidence do we need
" that global warming is real and it's here?”
he asked.

Republicans said it was certainly evi-
dence of a trend, but not necessarily one
proven to be caused by carbon monoxide
emissions from burning coal in utility
plants, gasoline in cars and other fuels, as
Mr. Gore contends.

“Of course there is global warming” said
Lamar Alexander, a contender for the 2000
Republican presidential nomination. “Ev-
eryone’s grandmother can tell you that win-
ters were colder 70 or 80 years ago. It’s part
of a process that’s gone on for thousands of
years. ... :

“The question is whether the industri-
alization of the Earth is accelerating that
process and what to do about it. That’s a
serious issue. He’s running around like
Chicken Little warning us that it’s going to

be hot in August and that global warming is .
some new phenomenon.”

Another GOP contender, magazine pub-
lisher Steve Forbes, said, “The earth is 4
billion years old. Thirty-one days does not
a major climatic change make. We need
sober scientific evidence, not superficial,
superheated musings”

Sen. John Ashcroft, Missouri Republi-
can, who also is considering a presidential
run, said the global warming treaty that Mr.
Gore helped negotiate in Kyoto, Japan, last
year would “sacrifice the living standard of

. all Americans.”

. The Republican Party Web site includes
amap that claims to show the estimated job
loss in each state if the treaty is ratified. In
Florida, where Mr. Gore has blamed this
summer’s forest fires on global climate
change, the map says the treaty would cost
56,600 jobs. In Texas, where temperatures
in Dallas stayed above 100 degrees 29 days
in a row, the study claims the treaty would
cost 123,000 jobs.

“He is making a choice between the ex-
treme environmental fringe of his party
and American workers. And he’s making
the wrong choice,” GOP spokesman Mike
Collins said of Mr. Gore.

But the vice president argued yesterday
that “we can meet the challenges of global
warming without economic cooling”

In the Washington area, the average daily
high temperature recorded at the Ronald
Reagan Washington National Airport in
July was 1.1 degrees cooler than average,
according to the National Weather Service.

The normal average temperature is 80
degrees, based on daily highs for the past
30 years. The average high temperature in
July 1998 was 78.9 degrees.

During a late July heat wave, though, the
mercury rose to 96 degrees on July 21. The
stifling heat lasted about a week before sub-
siding.

The hottest July in Washington since rec-
ords have been kept in 1871 was 1993, when
the average high temperature for the month
was 83.1 degrees.
® Leslie Koren contributed to this report.
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White House, Hill Democrats Vow to Sto .B——-——"'

'Anti-Environmental' Riders 'Eww
By Joby Warrick .

Washington Post Staff Writer - ql " ' qg
Wednesday, September 30, 1998; Page A05

The White House joined congressional Democrats yesterday in

vowing to block Republican spending bills that contain

"anti-environmental" amendments -- even if it means rlskmg a
government shutdown.

In a new signal of the Clinton administration's willingness to stand
firm on the issue, Vice President Gore called on congressional leaders
to end "backdoor assaults" on the environment and "send the
president clean bills."

"We are once again putting Congress on notice: We will not tolerate
stealth attacks that do unacceptable harm to our environment or
threaten public health," Gore said in a statement.

In a coordinated response, congressional Democrats promised to
supply the votes needed to block any attempt to override a veto. More
than 140 Democrats signed a letter to President Clinton urging him to
strike down appropriations bills that have what they consider
anti-environmental measures attached.

"They are a poison pill," Sen. Max Baucus (Mont.), ranking Democrat
on the Senate Environment and Pablic Works Committee, warned in
floor speech yesterday. "We'll be back to where we were three years
ago, facing a veto, gridlock and a political showdown."

At issue are as many as 50 "riders" or amendments attached to
appropriations bills that fund govemment agencies. Often buried
within the dense language of "must-pass” spending bills, riders are
favored by some lawmakers as a way of affecting pollcy while
bypassing the normal legislative process

Included in the current crop are measures that would allow
road-building or other encroachments on federal wilderness areas,
delay implementation of federal air pollution standards and ban
government actions to reduce emissions blamed for global warming.

Although most are narrow in focus, the riders collectively would
represent a significant step backward for the environment, opponents
said. "Make no mistake," said Rep. Elizabeth Furse (D-Ore.), "if these
riders are passed this will have been the most anti-environmental
Congress ever."

But Republicans say critics of the riders are being hypocritical,

9/30/98 8:26 AM



denouncing _
some riders while remaining silent on scores of others. Many environmental
protections, including bans on offshore drilling, were achieved through riders,
they note.

In addition, policies that are considered "anti-environmental" to some may be
life-savers to others, helping them keep their jobs and earn a living for their

families. "It all depends on whose ox is getting gored," said a GOP staff®idé
for the Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee.

Controversy over the riders has already snarled progress on several of the
dozen spending bills still before Congress. With just over two weeks
remaining before Congress's scheduled adjournment, Republican leaders
were considering combining the measures into a single omnibus bill -- a
move Baucus predicted would "only compound the mayhem."

© Copyright 1998 The Washington Post Company
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Gore Asks Chemical Industry
To Test for An Y Toxic Effects

By JOHN H. CUSHMAN Jr. m'

WASHINGTON, April 21 — The
Clinton Administration today asked
chemical companies to test thou-
sands of common chemicals and dis-
close their toxicity, threatening to
require the tests if the companies do
not comply voluntarily. '

Vice President Al Gore proposed
the idea at a small rally in a picnic

area in Washington’s Rock Creek

Park, where he also signaled a parti-
san political tone for this week’s ob-
servances of Earth Dax by accusing
Republicans In ongress of *‘cozying
up to the worst of the polluters.”

Emphasizing two of the Adminis-
tration’s favorite environmental
themes — protecting children from
pollution and expanding the public’s
right to know about emissions of
potentially harmful pollutants — Mr.
Gore said that testing chemicals and
disclosing their toxicity would serve
both purposes.

Under the Administration’s plan,
industry would run a standard set of
tests on each of about 3,000 chemi-
cals that are produced in amounts of
more than a million pounds a year.
Fewer than a tenth of these chemi-
cals have been fully tested to date,
officials said.

The’chemical industry said today

that it would voluntarily accelerate
the pace of this kind of testing, sub-
mitting as many as 100 new chemi-
cals per year to the tests by the year
2003. But environmental groups said
that was not fast enough.
. Mr. Gore also told the Environ-
mental Protection Agency to consid-
er additional testing for chemicals
that children are most likely to be
exposed to, and for chemicals that
tend to build up in bodily tissues.

Officials said the agency already
had the authority to require the

~chemical tests under existing laws
and would not have 10 seek Congres-
sional approval.

Mr. Gore lashed out at the Republi-

can leadership in Congress, which he
said was *'up to its anti-environmen-
tal games, tempted, as they are, to do
what the large polluters -are asking
them to do.” i

“They are helping the polluters
and hurting children and families,”
he said to a group made up largely of
children from neighborhood schools.
“If they don’t learn that soon, they
will learn it suddenly,” he said, call-
ing for voters in November to *get
people in there who will vote to clean
up the environment.”

Mr. Gore complained that the Sen-
ate, in its budget resolution, had cut
much of the financing for several of
the Administration’s environmental
initiatives, including those dealing
with parks, clean water and energy
conservation tax credits. :

-- Environmental groups welcomed

the Administration’s position on
chemical testing. “Even basic
health-effects tests are missing from
the public record for most of the top-
selling public chemicals,” said Fred
Krupp, the executive director of the
Environmental Defense Fund, which
called attention to the problem in a
report last July.

Fred Webber, the chief executive
officer of the Chemical Manufactur-
ers Association, said his industry
group was already working closely
with both the environmental agency
and Mr. Krupp’s group to increase
the rate of testing and expand public
access to the information.

He said it would cost the industry
an estimated $26 million per year to
test 100 chemicals annually. But Mr.
Krupp said that at the industry's
proposed rate it would take two dec-
ades to complete the screening tests,
and urged the companies to act by
the year 2000.

APR 22 1398
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WASHINGTON YESTERDAY:
Two centuries of White House
makeovers

WASHINGTON (AP) _When
¥ President Truman ordered the White
House interior gutted and rebuilt in
the early 1950s he exposed a fossil
Ews record of the mansion's 150-year
: home improvement drive.

Gouged into the red bricks that backed

the old sandstone walls were the
channels cut for gas lighting, the pipes for early indoor
plumbing, the remains of ancient electric wires.

i The Truman demolition left skeletal outlines of old
 fireplaces, evidence of early central-heating ducts and
the remains of the bell system used to summon
servants.

In its two centuries the White House has been a
§ showcase of American innovation, refitted repeatedly
1 to accommodate new and changing technology.

President Clinton added the latest chapter this month

g when he reported on what his administration has done
¥ to bring the newest methods of reducing waste and
increasing efficiency at the old house. He cited

i cverything from using new halogen light bulbs to
employing the latest energy-efficient generation of

| computers, copiers and fax machines.

S ABC2000

- A'Bc.com

§ Some presidents and their families resisted modern
conveniences.

YVhan svinelrmman in 104Q tantallad minan Fre caclinhea

1of4 12/20/1999 9:24 AM



WASHINGTON YESTERDAY: Two centuries of White House makeovers http://abcnews.go.com/wire/Politics/ap19991220_76.html

YY1ITH WULAILIICLL LT 1 010 111DdLAalIcu lJllJCb 11Ul 5abu5l|m _
cheaper, safer and brighter than candles _ the wife of
President Polk was unimpressed.

Sarah Polk demanded that one room _ the Blue Room
_ be lighted only by the candles always used there.

So at 9 p.m., during the first reception after the advent
of the new lighting system, the gas company
unexpectedly cut off the flow of gas for the evening.

The flames in the chandeliers flickered and died,
throwing the crowded White House into darkness
except for the Blue Room, where Sarah Polk presided
serenely in the comforting glow of dozens of
shimmering wax candles.

The first improvements at the White House were made
before the building was a year old.

Thomas Jefferson began by demolishing the outdoor
privy that had served President John Adams.

Historian William Seale, in his definitive two-volume
chronicle of the White House, "The President's
House," writes that Jefferson ordered a pair of indoor
water closets, specifying that they be "cleansed
constantly by a pipe throwing water through them at a
command from a reservoir above."

It was the first White House plumbing.

Heating was always a problem in the drafty White
House. Adams installed a coal-fired furnace to warm
the dining room for his guests, but the rest of the
house depended on fireplaces and occupants often
shivered.

"Hell itself couldn't heat that corner," Andrew Jackson
growled about one chilly spot.

His successor, Martin Van Buren, experimented with
central heating in 1840, and President Pierce added
improvements in 1853. The Pierce system used
copper coils filled with hot water to heat air, which
then circulated through ducts.

"Central heat _ still uncommon at this time _was a
luxury to which the 19th century presidents quickly
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grew accustomed," Seale writes.

Alexander Graham Bell's telephone arrived "on trial"
on May 10, 1879. At first, there were so few
telephone subscribers in the capital that there was
almost no one to talk to.

But Seale records that the first typewriter proved its
worth shortly after the crate it came in was opened in
1880, quickly replacing the elegant penmanship of
generations of scribes.

Electric lights were installed in the White House in
1891  shortly after Thomas Edison perfected the
light bulb. But President Benjamin Harrison and his
wife were wary.

"As long as they remained at the White House, the
Harrisons refused to operate the electric lights
because they feared being shocked,"” Seale writes.

Air conditioning was first attempted during a medical
emergency in the steamy summer of 1881. Electric
blowers and tons of ice were used to cool the
overheated bedroom in which President Garfield
suffered for weeks after being shot by an assassin.

The first attempt to air-condition the whole house was
made in 1909, again with fans blowing on ice. It was
not a success.

A workable modern system was installed in Franklin
Roosevelt's White House in 1933. It used units
installed in fireplaces and rooftop compressors to cool
six bedrooms. The central system now in place,
improved as needed over the years, dates from
Truman's time. So does the rest of the White House
interior.

President Carter tried to leave his mark with solar
panels in the 1970s. It was hoped they would heat the
water for a staff kitchen, but the results were
disappointing. The apparatus was removed during the
Reagan administration.

Clinton said he hoped the changes he approved will
make the White House a model of efficiency and
environmental excellence well into the next century
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while setting an example for the country.

"Before I ask you to do the best you can in your
house, I ought to make sure I'm doing the best I can
in my house," he said.

EDITOR'S NOTE: Lawrence L. Knutson has reported
on Congress, the White House and Washington's
history for more than 30 years.

Copyright ©1999 ABC News Internet Ventures. Click here for Terms of Use
and Privacy Policy and Internet Safety Information applicable to this site.
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Getting warm

President Clinton, on a visit to
- Newport, R.I, yesterday, blamed

the warm weather on so-called
gmnl_wﬂi_ng — and then said
how much he was enjoying it.

“On the way in here I thanked
Senator [John H.] Chafee in par-
ticular for his help in trying to
sensitize the Congress to the
great challenge of climate change
and global warming,” he said of
the Rhode Island Republican.
“But on this magnificent De-
cember day in Rhode Island, it’s
hard to see it as a threat, I must
say. I appreciate this wonderful
day.” :

® Greg Pierce can be reached at
202/636-328S5 or by e-mail at
(Pierce@twtmail.com).
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July 26, 1998

VIEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT
FROM: TODD STERN
SUBJECT: Climate Change Weekly Report (weeks of July 13 and 20)

Congressional

Appropriations. A little good news in the House this week. First, we worked with Rep. Obey on
an amendment to override the Knollenberg gag order in the report to the VA-HUD bill.  The
amendment passed 226-198, with 175 Ds and 51 Rs voting for it. Rep. Greenwood had planned
10 offer an amendment to neutralize the Knollenberg bill language, but at the last minute,
Greenwood, decided to not offer it. We were working this hard, as were the enviros. It would
surely have lost, but probably with a respectable vote. Greenwood, along with Reps. Boelhert
and Waxman, criticized the bill language during floor debate. Because the Senate bill does not
contain any such language on this issue, we are hopeful that we can work with the Senate and
these House members to modify the language in conference.

Second, after an initial 213-212 defeat, the House accepted a Skaggs/Fox amendment to the
tnterior Approps bill to add back $45 million to DOE’s energy efficiency budget; $34 million of
this was part ot our climate change initiative. This still leaves us far below your requested
increase of $193 million, but it was an important step in the right direction.

romestic policy

“eonomic analysis. CEA’s economic analysis, which provides the underpinning to Janet Yellen’s
[-ebruary economic testimony on the Hill, is ready for release. There is one open issue that I will
aiidress through a separate memo that should be ready for your review Monday or Tuesday.

Federal energy. As you know, we used this week’s radio address to roll out the first four
¢leinents of your federal energy plan, all related to significantly reducing the use of energy in
taderal buildings. A good AP story ran in the Sunday Washington Post. Your announcement
aicluded: (1) a directive to all agencies urging them to maximize their use of energy saving
performance contracts, accompanied by specific OMB guidance; (2) a new campaign to replace
Adu,000 hight bulbs/fixtures in federal buildings with fluorescents in the next three years; (3) a
directive to agencies to maximize efforts to earn EPA’s Energy Star label for their buildings; (4)
20D’s and six other agencies’ agreement to build all new buildings, starting in the year 2000,
aceording to sustainable design principles (e.g., 50% more energy efficient). We are pressing
as2ad on the other elements of your federal energy plan.



Aulo tax credit. T met separately with GM and Chrysler this week to see if the logjam could be
broken in discussions on an auto tax credit. The discussions to date, led by NEC, CEQ and OVP,
have toundered on the companies’ opposition to a performance based credit (i.e., a credit for cars
that achieve two/three times ordinary mileage for their class). What they would support is a
credit for use of specific technologies -- such as hybrid engines. Our side has resisted until now
out of concern that unless the credit is performance based, you can’t be certain that greenhouse
cus emissions will decline; the technology could be put into larger cars so that net emissions,
compared to a conventional engine in a smaller car, were the same. GM argues that these
technologies will always save emissions because even if the hybrid goes into a bigger car, it’ll emit
iess than a conventional engine in the bigger car. My feeling is that to have an auto tax credit
which Detroit would actively support on the Hill would be a huge boost for us -- and would give
us a transportation initiative with some zip -- so I want to rapidly explore whether we can’t bend
enough to make a deal. Adequate acceptance by the environmental community (which likes our
performance based proposal) would be essential to make this work.

Inclustry consultations. We met recently with CEOs from the steel, cement and forest products
industries. The meetings were cordial, but there is a good deal of wariness on the part of many of
these leaders. They are uncertain about the level of reductions that would be expected of them
under a ratified treaty, uncertain about how mechanisms like trading would work, and concerned
about the lack of developing country participation. The Asian financial crisis has made this last
concern a good deal more acute, especially for industries like steel and forest products facing stiff
competition from those countries. The idea that our Kyoto obligations would give these countries
another price advantage (beyond cheap labor and a devalued currency), riles many of these CEOs.
We. of course, stress the value of working in partnership with us, but with many industries, this is
zuing to be tough sledding.

Oiglomatic

A senior Chinese official has otfered one of the most positive statements from her government to
Jaie on the topic of emissions trading. Deng Nan, Vice Minister of Science and Technology (and
Jdauvghter of Deng Xiaoping), said that China is willing to work with other countries to develop
rules for emissions trading and would welcome further discussions with the U.S. on this topic.
‘The remarks came during a ceremony attended by Ambassador Sasser, launching a program to
build a demonstration energy efficient building in Beijing.

{he G-8 climate change working group held its first meeting last week in London. Talks were
constructive, but underscored the wide gaps between ourselves and the EU on the difficult issue
of zmissions trading. EU officials continue to insist on a percentage cap on the amount of
reductions that any country may purchase from abroad.



Communications

Tuesday and Wednesday, CNN aired a strong two-minute segment on climate change that
incinded footage of the heat wave in the Southwest, the Vice President’s event last week and your
speech to the AFT. Anti-climate remarks by Rep. Knollenberg were countered by a litany of
recent weather data. On Thursday, The Los Angeles Times ran a story detailing your and the Vice
President’s recent activity on climate change. There was also significant press coverage of the
House vote to drop the “gag order.” In next week’s issue, Newsweek is expected to run a piece
on the heat wave, its connection to climate change and its agricultural implications.

Feitorials.  Our editorial mailing of a couple weeks ago continued to pay dividends. The
Wishington Post, Detroit Free Press, and Los Angeles Times all editorialized against the gag
oider provision in the VA, HUD bill. The Free Press also criticized the funding cuts. On
Sunday, July 12, the New York Times, ran an editorial attacking the Knollenberg and other anti-
environmental riders. On Friday, July 17, the Times editorialized on the heat wave in the South
aid Southwest and its possible link to global warming.

‘The Vice President’s weather event on Tuesday, July 14, was covered by NBC and ABC in long
pleces on the Texas drought, and also received a good deal of print coverage.

United Technologies Corporation pledged to reduce energy use 25% by the year 2007 in over 240
facilities worldwide. A congratulatory letter from you was sent to the CEO, George David.
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August 1, 1998

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

FROM: TODD STERN
SUBIJECT: Climate Change Weekly Report
Domestic policy

Industry consultations. We had a constructive meeting yesterday with top management of 14
major electric power providers, a sector that produces a third of the nation’s carbon emissions.
The group included CEOs of American Electric Power, the Southern Company, the Tennessee
Valley Authority, Texas Utilities, Wisconsin Electric, Illinova, Public Service Electric and Gas
(New Jersey) and Trigen, as well as the President of Edison Electric Institute, the industry
association. The Vice President did a very effective drop-by for around 30 minutes. Three issues
were raised over and over: credit for early action; extending the life of nuclear (and to a lesser
extent, hydro) plants, which emit no greenhouse gases but face major hurdles on the relicensing
and waste fronts; and a more coordinated, rational approach to environmental regulation.

On this last point, many argued that they face contradictory air pollution requirements on varying
time schedules, which can result in their having to ameliorate one problem (say, sulphur or NOX)
at the cost of exacerbating another, like CO2. Tom Casten claimed that there are innovative
solutions on CO2 that could be put into effect if we had performance-based standards for
pollutants. Tom made the useful suggestion to establish an informal task force of people from
their side and our side to examine this regulatory question, and the Vice President agreed. We
will follow this up on a fast track. On the other points, we were already planning (this week if
possible) a working session on early credit with our interagency team and the three outside groups
who have done significant thinking in this area (one of these is a joint group from the
Environmental Defense Fund and several utilities); and we will move our dialogue on the nuclear
and hydro issues to a more technical level to see if helpful options can be developed.

Economic analysis. We released our economic analysis yesterday. Janet Yellen and I briefed
several environmental reporters. We also sent it up to all interested Members on the Hill, did a
small House and Senate staff briefing, and will do further briefings both on the Hill and for
business, labor and environmental groups on Monday. As expected, the analysis has been
criticized from both left and right -- the left saying we rely too much on buying permits from
abroad, the right saying it’s a rosy scenario. The New York Times and AP both ran stories, which
emphasized the report’s reliance on international trading. Janet and I both pushed back on this in
our briefing; AP gave more attention to our arguments than the Times did.



Congressional

Rep. Matsui is planning to introduce our climate change tax package at an event on the Hill
Wednesday morning. Larry Summers and I are going to participate. The Matsui bill will include
our auto tax credit as we proposed it, but we are continuing to work with GM to see if a modified
auto tax credit can be fashioned that they can support. To this end, we sent a two-person team
from CEA and NEC to Detroit this week to meet with GM. The toughest part of this will be to
develop a proposal that gains some support from the environmental community.
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