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WASHINGTON, D.C. 20510

June 3, 1992

The Honorable Robert C. Byrd 
Chairman
Committee on Appropriations 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Mr. Chairman:

The United Nations Conference on Environment and 
Development in Rio has focused world attention on the need to 
address a wide range of global environmental problems 
including ozone depletion, global warming, deforestation, 
water pollution, and desertification. Policies to deal with 
these problems in a cost-effective way require a firm 
foundation of scientific research.

As the Appropriations Committee prepares to make 
allocations to its subcommittees, we urge you to take into 
account the needs of the United States Global Change Research 
Program (USGCRP). This multi-agency program funds most of 
the country's top global change researchers, whose efforts 
have greatly improved our understanding of our planet and how 
human activities are affecting it. For Fiscal Year 1993, the 
Administration is requesting a total of $1.37 billion for the 
eleven agencies in the program. (See the enclosed budget 
table.)

This is a very well-run, well-planned program; there has 
been an unprecedented amount of coordination between the 
participating agencies to eliminate duplicative programs and 
ensure teamwork between agencies. Unfortunately, in the past 
Congress has been unable to provide the necessary funding for 
all components of the program. For example, for the last two 
years, the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
(NOAA) of the Department of Commerce has received none of the 
additional funding requested for its research programs, which 
focus on the role of the oceans and atmosphere in climate. 
Since NOAA works closely with National Science Foundation, 
NASA, and other agencies, this funding shortfall has been 
felt throughout the USGCRP and has delayed several key 
experiments. Lack of funding at other agencies has had 
similar effects.
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We recognize that the Appropriations Committee faces 
very difficult decisions this year, but we urge you to fully 
fund the Administration's FY93 request for the U.S. Global 
Change Research Program. This program is providing us with 
the data needed to identify and address environmental 
problems. It is helping us utilize our natural resources in 
ways that minimize the damage done to the earth's ecoloov.
And most importantly, it will provide the information we need 
to protect the global environment for our children and 
grandchildren.

Thank you for your consideration.

ALBERT GORE, JR. 
United States Senator
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WASHINGTON. D.C. 20510

June 3, 1992

The Honorable Mark O. Hatfield 
Ranking Republican 
Committee on Appropriations 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Mark:

The United Nations Conference on Environment and 
Development in Rio has focused world attention on the need to 
address a wide range of global environmental problems 
including ozone depletion, global warming, deforestation, 
water pollution, and desertification. Policies to deal with 
these problems in a cost-effective way require a firm 
foundation of scientific research.

As the Appropriations Committee prepares to make 
allocations to its subcommittees, we urge you to take into 
account the needs of the United States Global Change Research 
Program (USGCRP). This multi-agency program funds most of 
the country's top global change researchers, whose efforts 
have greatly improved our understanding of our planet and how 
human activities are affecting it. For Fiscal Year 1993, the 
Administration is requesting a total of $1.37 billion for the 
eleven agencies in the program. (See the enclosed budget 
table.)

This is a very well-run, well-planned program; there has 
been an unprecedented amount of coordination between the 
participating agencies to eliminate duplicative programs and 
ensure teamwork between agencies. Unfortunately, in the past 
Congress has been unable to provide the necessary funding for 
all components of the program. For example, for the last two 
years, the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
(NOAA) of the Department of Commerce has received none of the 
additional funding requested for its research programs, which 
focus on the role of the oceans and atmosphere in climate. 
Since NOAA works closely with National Science Foundation, 
NASA, and other agencies, this funding shortfall has been 
felt throughout the USGCRP and has delayed several key 
experiments. Lack of funding at other agencies has had 
similar effects.
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We recognize that the Appropriations Committee faces 
very difficult decisions this year, but we urge you to fully 
fund the Administration's FY93 request for the U.S. Global 
Change Research Program. This program is providing us with 
the data needed to identify and address environmental 
problems. It is helping us utilize our natural resources in 
ways that minimize the damage done to the earth's ecology.
And most importantly, it will provide the information xve need 
to protect the global environment for our children and 
grandchildren.

Thank you for your consideration.

>AKIEL K. IMOUYE 
In/ted States SenatorALBERT GORE, JR.
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Table 6-12. U.S. GLOBAL CHANGE RESEARCH PROGRAM
(Dollar amounts in, millions)

Budget Authority

Description 1992 1993
DoUsir

Change:
Percent
Change:

Enacted' Proposed 1992 to 1992 to
1993 1993

Program Component

Ground-based ......................................................................... ........... 733 915 -H82 +25%
Oceans ........ ......................................................................... ........... 62 85 +23 +37%
Modeling.............................................................................. ............ 33 51 +18 +55%
Land Processes .............. ................................................................ 80 92 + 12 +15%
Human Dimensions.......................................................... ............ 7 9 +2 +29%
Economics ........................................................................... ............ 4 13 +9 +225%
Other ............................................................'.................................... 547 665 + 118 +22%

Space-based ........................................................................... ............ 378 457 +80 +21%
Earth Observing System (NASA)................................ ............ 188 308 +120 +64%
Other Programs (NASA) ................................................ ............ 190 . 139 -51 -26%
Energy ................................................................................. ............ .... 10 +10 —

Agency

National Aeronautics and Space Administration ........ ..;......... 756 891 +135 +18%
National Science Foimdation ............................................ ............ 109 163 +54 +50%
Energy..................................................................................... ............ 77 113 +36 +47%
Commerce (NOAA)............................................................... ............ 47 78 +31 +66%
Agriculture ............................................................................ ............. 44 48. +3 +7%
Interior.................................................................................... ............. 40 36 -4 -9%
Environmental Protection Agency .................................. ............. 24 26 +2 +8%
Smithsonian ....................................................................................... 6 11 +4 +68%
Defense ................................................................................................ 6 7 +1 +5%
Health and Human Services ............................................ ............. 1 1 —
Tennessee Valley Authority ............................................. • . • — —

Total................................. .............................................. ............. 1,110 1,372 +262 +24%

•Less than $500 thousand.


