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Febi-uary 12, 1997
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The Rcjnorable RtcharcJ w. fUley 
Secretary ofEduoation 
600 InOtspeodcace Avenue SW 
\VeuitimKtonD.C. 20202

DdAT Seerptary Rilpy;

t vi/anl to congmculfitc you and ITesitlent CUnwn for putting foitli tm outstanding 
cdut^iitioii agenda for coniddcration In tlic 105"’ Congress. The President’s plan appropriately 
cliftUeaiges patents, teaehers, and studejils! to work l:br liigh. edut^ational si'anctoxcls, and h gives 
them the tools to get there. Additionally, the President’s plan clearly demonstrates this 
Administration's cominitrneat to make higher education more accessible and oifordable fox l.o\v 
.'uid middk income familie.s who struggle to pay for college.

Afi wa begin consideration of the Hope acholawhip tax credit and $10,000 doductioii phn, 
it would bo useful to have additional inforraaficin on the effects of tire tax proposals on differem 
gToup,s of studoms, f'or example, 1 would like to know the number and pcicentugc of students 
lhat would be eUgihlc (or ineligihic) for sonre tax benefits within different income i:aages (in the 
aggregate and by olassiiioution of student). How would this v^y if the Hope scholarship is made 
i cfundahle? How would this vary if the Hope scholarship was not reduced by the amount a 
student was Pcll-eligiblc? What would be the average value of the credit or deduction within 
e«*oh income group? How woviid single. Indtspendctf; studeatE at various inctJinr levels Inf 
effected by the change in the needs analysis, and by what amounts? Wlmt number of students 
do you expert to be fexoludec[ Rrom roctsiviug a sei^tnuJ year Hope scbolarahip based ou the B 
average rei.iUiremcntV Please provide any other disUibutlonal information prepared by or 
available to Uie Pepartmeut.

I look I'orwaid to receiving this additional Infonrudiou at your carlia.si. convenience. 
.Rbonld ynvi have additional f|iiB.sl;ioDs, p)»*.nsft cnnta<-T Gail Wei.ss, PomocTQt.LC CommitTeo Stuff 
Piiccim*. at 225-3725.

Best Kagttfds,

WILLIAM L. CLAY 
Ranking Democratic Member
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