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The Honorable Richard W. Riley
Secretary of Fducation

600 Independencs Avenuc SW
Washington D.C, 20202

Dear Secretary Riley:

[ want to congratulatc you and Fresident Clipton tor putting forth an outstanding
education agenda for consideration in the 105™ Congress.  The President’s plan appropriately
challenges parents, teachers, and studenis to work tor hiph educational standerds, and it pives
them the toals to get theve. Additionally, the President’s plan clearly demonstrates this
Administration’s commitment o make higher education more accessible and affordable for low
and middle income families who struggle to pay for college.

As wa begin conzideration of the Hope scholavship tax eredit and $10,000 deduction plan,

it would be yseful to have additional informarion on the effects of the tax proposals on differen

proups of studenis,  For exumple, T would like to know the'pumber and parcentuge of students
that wanld be eligible (or ineligible) for some tax benefits within different income ranges (in the
aggregate and by classification of student). How would (his vary il the Hope scholarship is made
refundable? How would this vary if the Hope scholarship was not reduced by the amount a
student was Pell-eligible? Whet would be the average value of the credit or deduction within
each income group? How wonld single, independent students 4t various income levels e
effected by the change in the aeads analysis, and by what amounts?  What number of students
do you sapest to be savluded from receiviug a secoud yoar Flope scholarship based on the B3
average teguirement? Pleaso provide any other distributions] information prepared by or
availahle 10 the Department.

[ look forward ta receiving this additional informution at your casliest convenience,
Shauld you have additional questions, please eontact Gail Weiss, Democratic Comimitres Stuff
Dircctar, at 225-3725,

Rest R.mgmds

/\.)/CK{(”
WILLIAM I.. CLAY
Ranking Democratic Member
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