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Surrogates List 
Five categories
1. Military/defense
2. NGO/Development/Human Rights
3. Issue or regional specialists
4. International economics
5. General talkers

1. Military

Brig. Gen. Hugh Aitken, USMC ( Ret.) 
Rear Adm. Thomas Brooks, USN (Ret.) 
Harold Brown, former SecDef 
Major Gen. Arthur Clark, USAF (Ret.) 
Major Gen. Clay Comfort, USMC (Ret.) 
Capt. Jay Coupe, USN (Ret.)
Rear Adm. Craig Dorman, USN (Ret.)
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Gen. Michael Dougan, USAF (Ret..)
Rear Adm. Cathal L. Flynn, USN (Ret.)
Brig. Gen. Evelyn Foote, USA (Ret.)
Gen. Paul Gorman, former Southcom CfNC 
Vice Adm. Albert Herberger, USN (Ret.)
Gen. David Jones (Ret.)
Brig. Gen. Douglas Kinnard, USA (Ret.)
Col. Richard L. Klass, USAF (Ret.)
Richard Kugler, RAND
Arnold Punaro, SASC
Brig Gen. Craig Reals, USMC (Ret.)
Rear Admiral Horace Robertson, Jr., USN (Ret.) 
Brig. Gen. William Seawell, USAF (Ret.) 
Bernard Schwartz, CEO Loral Corp.
Major Gen. Perry Smith, USAF (Ret.)
Major Gen. James Taylor, Jr., USAF (Ret.)
Lt. Gen. Bernard Trainor, USMC (Ret.)
Vice Adm. Richard Truly, USN (Ret.)
Adm. Stansfield Turner, USN (Ret.)
Lt. Gen. Vem Weber, USA (Ret.)
Gen. John Wickham, Jr., USA (Ret.)
General Fred Woemer, Jr., USA (Ret.)
Lt. Gen. John Woodmansee, Jr., USA (Ret.) 
Adm. ElmoZumwalt, USN (Ret.)
David Lyles, ITT
Andy Johnson, Ofc of Sen. Exon

2. NGO/Development/Human Rights

Holly Burckholter 
Jeffery Colman, AIPAC 
Carl Gershman, NED 
Bradley Gordon, AIPAC 
David Gordon, ODC 
Tex Harris, AFSA
John Isaacs, Council for Liveable World 
Mahnaz Ispahan!, Ford
Craig Kennedy, Pres. German Marshall Fund (able to be active?) 
James Leonard, LNA dir.
Ed Luck, formerly UNA 
Matt McHugh, World Bank 
Aryeh Neier, Open Society Institute 
Amit Pandya, VP, Refugees Infl
Michael Posner, Lawyers Committee for Human Rights
John Sewell, ODC
Peter Shiras, Interaction
Jerome Sestach, League of Human Rights
Ken Wallach, NDI
Morton Winston, Amnesty International
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3. Issue or Regional Specialists 
Africa
Pauline Baker, Georgetown 
Herman Cohen, Global Coalition for Africa 
Adonis Hoffman Carnegie 
Randall Robinson, Dir. Transafrica 
Ronald Walters, Howard U.
Donald Payne, Congressman, Black Caucus 
Maurice Templeman, Former Chair African American Institute 
Roger Wilkens, Chair African American Institute 
Frank Ferrari, Pres African American Institute

Asia

William Alford, Harvard Law (China)
Jan Berris, Nafl Committee US-China Relations 
James Clad, Georgetown 
James Fallows
Merle Goldman, Harvard (China)
Harry Harding, GWU
Robert Manning, PPI
Mike Mochizuki (Japan) -- supporter?
Michael Oksenberg 
Stanley Roth, USIP 
Selig Harrison, Carnegie 
Robert Scalapino, Berkeley (China)
Mike Armacost
Orville Schell
Kenneth Lieberthal
David Michael Lampton
Jerome Cohen, Former prof Harvard (China)

Europe

Ronald Asmus, RAND 
Frances Burwell, U, Md.
David Calleo, SAIS 
Charles Gati
Stanley Hoffmann, Harvard 
Charles Kupchan, CFR 
Rozanne Ridgeway 
Warren Zimmerman, RAND

Human Rights/Democracy/Infl Law

Thomas Buergenthal 
Pat Deri an
Larry Diamond, Hoover/Stanford/NED 
Seymour Martin Lipset, George Mason, Democracy
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Gay McDougall, Infl Human Rights Law Group

Latin-Central America/Caribbean

Bernard Aronson, - supporter?
Michael Barnes 
Peter Bell 
Pamela Falk
Richard Feinberg, Dean UCSD
William Gray, former Rep., United Negro College Fund 
Peter Hakim, Dir. Inter-American Dialogue 
William LeoGrande
Abe Lowenthal, former Dir. Inter-American Dialogue 
Robert Pastor, Carter Center

Mideast

Fouad Ajami, SAIS 
Samuel Lewis 
William Quandt, U. VA 
Fuad Ajami, SAIS 
William Quandt, UVA 
Bernard Lewis, Princeton 
John Esposito, (Georgetown?)
Patrick Clawson, NDU 
Shai Feldman, Harvard 
Houchang Chehabi (Iran), Oxford 
Tom McNaugher, RAND 
Greg Gause (Arabian Peninsula), UVT 
Lisa Anderson (Maghreb), Columbia 
Myron Weiner (India), MIT 
Robert Kaplan, The Atlantic Monthly

Proliferation/Arms Control

A1 Camesale, Harvard KSG 
Spurgeon Keeney, ACA 
Jack Mendelson, ACA
Michael Krepon, Co-director, Stimson Center
Janne Nolan, Brookings
Leonard Spector, Carnegie
Jeremy Stone, Pres, FAS
John Pike
Joe Ciriccione, Stimson 
Sidney Graybeal, SAIC

Rusi a/Eurasia

Anders Aslund, Carnegie 
Steve Cohen
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Richard Combs, Monterey IIS (former Nunn staffer)
Marshall Goldman
Robert Legvold, Columbia
Michael McFaul, Stanford/Camegie
Fred Starr
Zbigniew Brzezinski, CHS 
Gail Lapidus, Stanford 
David Flolloway, Stanford 
Leon Aron, AEI 
Arnold Horelick, Rand

4, International Economic Trade

Lloyd Bentsen 
Fred Bergsten, Director HE 
Michael Blumenthal 
Bo Cutter 
Mac Destler
Randall Henning, HE/AU 
Robert Hormats 
Gary Huffbauer, HE 
Paul Krugman 
Robert Lawrence 
Felix Rohatyn 
Charlie Schultz
Bruce Stokes, CFR/National Journal 
Paula Stern 
Jeff Garten

5. General Experts

Morton Abramowitz, Pres. Carnegie Endowment for Inf 1 Peace 
Graham Allison, Harvard KSG 
Pauline Baker, Aspen Inst.
Michael Beschloss
Barry Blechman, Dir. Stimson Center 
Robert Borosage, ISP
Zbigniew Brzezinski, CHS, former ASPNA 
Hodding Carter
James Chace, ed. World Policy Journal 
Dick Clarke, (former lA Sen.)
Michael Clough, CFR 
Gregory Craig 
Dante Fascell 
Tom Foley
Bob Gallucci, Georgetown 
Les Gelb, CFR-NY 
David Gergen
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Mort Halperin, CFR-DC 
David Hamburg, Carnegie Corp.
Rev. Brian Hehir, Harvard 
Richard Holbrooke
Jane Holl, Carnegie Project on Prev. Deadly Conflict
Tom Hughes, Carnegie Endowment
Samuel Huntington, Harvard
John Ikenberry, U, of PA
Jesse Jackson
Bruce Jentleson, UCDavis in DC 
Max Kampelman
Adrian Karatnycky, Freedom House 
George Kennan
Andrew Kohut, Pew Center for People & Media
Steven Kull, PIP A
Richard Leone, 20th Century Fund
Bob Lieber, Georgetown
Sol Linowitz
Bette Bao Lord
Dave McCurdy
Joseph Nye, Harvard KSG
Will Marshall, Pres. PPI
Jessica Tuchman Mathews
Bill Maynes
Donald McHenry, Georgetown
Robert McNamara
Howard Metzenbaum (former Sen.)
Joshua Muravchik, AEI
Robert Oakley
Norman Ornstein, AEI
Jeremy Rosner, Carnegie
Michael Sandel, Harvard
Sherle Schwenninger, World Policy Inst.
Thomas Scoville 
Wendy Sherman 
Larry Smith 
Steve Solarz 
George Soros 
Ted Sorenson 
Ronald Steel
John Steinbruner, Brookings 
Robert Strauss
John Stremlau, Carnegie Corp.
Cyrus Vance, former Sec. State 
Jane Wales, RBF 
Paul Warnke 
Andrew Young 
John Plebani
Jack Joyce, Infl Union of Bricklayers/Craftsman 
Nick Katzenbach, Former DepSecState and AG



31C5B5C4.FrN Page 7 of 8

Paul Volcker, Former Chair Federal Reserve Board
William H. Donaldson, Former Chair & CEO of NY Stock Exchange
1st Lt. Scott Rutherford, US Army in Bosnia
Harry G, Barnes, Jr., Former Amb to Chile
James C. Gaither, Vchair Carnegie
David Boren, Former Senator, Pres of Univ, of OK
Donald Kennedy, Former Pres at Stanford
Arthur Schlesinger, Jr., NY Univ
Jeff Bingaman, Senator
Kent Conrad, Senator
R. Sargent Shriver, Former Dir. Peace Corps
Bob Graham, Senator
George C. Lodge, Harvard Business
Patrick Leahy, Senator
Claiborne Pell, Senator
Harris Wofford, Former Senator
Thomas L. Hughes, Former Pres Carnegie
Jim Kimsey, Former Pres America On-Line
John Douglas, Former Chair Carnegie, Former Ast.AG
Kerry Kennedy Cuomo
Jim Fallows, Wash Bureau Chief, Atlantic Monthly 
John F. Kennedy, Jr.
John Glenn, Senator
Bill Moyers, Former DepDir Peace Corps
Phillip M. Kaiser, Former Ambassador
Pierre Salinger, Former Ambassador to France
Drew Days, Yale Law
Harold Koh, Yale Law
Antonia Hernandez, Pres MALDEF
Gloria Molina, Councilwoman in LA
Wayne Fredericks, Former DepAsstSec for Africa
Louis V. Gerstner, Chair and CEO IBM
Ben Heineman, Jr., Exec VP and GC of General Electric
Richard Cotton, GC of Nafl Broadcasting Network
Nancy Barton, GC of GE Capital Corp
Peter Kreindler, Exec VP and GC of Allied Signal
Steve Friedman, Chair Overseas Development Corp

On your lists, but have questioic s about whether 
they'd support:

Bernie Aronson
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Norman Augustine
Gen. Adrew Goodpaster (Ret.)
Gen. Edward "Shy" Meyer (Ret.) former Army Chief of 
Staff
Lt. Gen. William Odom, USA (R.-t.)
Donald Gregg 
James Lilley 
Nfichael An-nacost 
Steve Sestanovich, Carnegie 
Patrick Glynn, AEI 
@chael Mandelbaum 
Paul Nitze 
Walt Rostow, U. TX 
Richard Solomon, USIOP 
Helmut Sonenfeld 
Paul Samuelson 
Paul Volcker
On your lists, but not famfliar v rith expertise or 
organization:
Gerry Curtis 
Bob Horelick 
Zal Khah@
C. Payne Lucas 
Alan Romberg 
Gay McDougal 
Matt Nimitz 
Peter Reddaway 
Blair Ruble 
Peter Rosenblatt 
Marshall Shulman 
George Downs 
Jack Welch
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Abdulmalik, April B.
Albert, Ronda A.
Alijanil, Leyla 
Andreasen, Steven P.
Appel, Edward J.
Armstrong, Fulton T.
Atlas, Edwin L.
Babcock, Douglas W.
Baker, Jane E.
Baker, James E.
Bakke, Kyle D.
Baldwin, Kenneth 
Bass, Peter E.
Battenfield, Pat 
Bedell, Blair B.
Beers, Rand R.
Behring, Deanna M.
Bellamy, Ralph C,
Bell, Robert G.
Bemisderfer, Dwight D.
Bendick, Gordon L.
Benjamin, Daniel 
Biernacki, Eileen V,
Birkland, Andrea L.
Black, Todd F.
Blieberger, Marion H.
Blinken, Antony J.
Bolinski, Charlene C.
Boulton, Darrien D.
Boynton, Peter J.
Brennan, Steven A.
Bresnahan, Gary E.
Brooks, Jennifer 
Brown, Dallas 
Brown, Nancy E,
Bruton, Robert G.
Bryan, Lloyd D,
Bujold, Noelle D.
Burrell, Christina L.
Busick, Paul E,
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Caravelli, John M. 
Carter, Michael E. 
Chen, Philip D.
Cicio, Kristen K.
Clark, Bronya 
Clarke, Richard A. 
Cooper, Kathleen H. 
Daadler, Ivo H. 
Danvers, William C. 
Dames, Victoria J. 
Davis, William K, 
Dimel, Marsha L. 
Dobbins, James F. 
Dohse, Fred J. 
Dowling, J. Nicholas 
Dupuy, Shawn L. 
Durham, Robert J. 
Edwards, Joan 
Eggert, Tamara E. 
Elkind, Jonathan FI, 
Epstein, Gerald L. 
Feeley, John F.
Fetig, James L.
Ficklin, John W. 
Flessas, Dan 
Florio, Elaine 
Fort, Jane B.
Fried, Daniel 
Friedrich, M. K. 
Fuerth, Leon S. 
Fuhrman, Thomas A. 
George, Christopher 
Gerstner, Christina L. 
Gibney, James S. 
Gladbach, Damon J. 
Glinski, David L. 
Gorsuch, Robert P. 
Gray, Wendy 
Gmmmon, Stephen R. 
Haines, Mary A.
Hale, John E.
Hall, James A.
Hall, Wilma G. 
Hamel, Michael A. 
Hamilton, Roy A. 
Harding, Bmce D. 
Harmon, Joyce A. 
Harris, Elisa D. 
Harrison, Lyle M, 
Hasman, Thomas M.
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Hawes, David J. 
Hawkins, Ardenia R. 
Heslin, Sheila N.
Higgins, David B. 
Hilliard, Brenda I.
Hill, Roseanne M.
Hilty, JoAnne M. 
Hofmann, Stephan D, 
Houck, Baerbel K. 
Huggins, Peter 
Hunerwadel, Joan S. 
Johnson, David T. 
Johnson, Natalie A, 
Jones, Kerri-Ann D. 
Jordan, Donald L.
Joshi, M, Kay 
Kale, Dora A.
Kelly, Sandra L. 
Kessinger, Jodi 
Kinser-Kidane, Brenda J. 
Koehler, Marc 
Kreczko, Alan J.
Kristoff, Sandra J.
Kyle, Robert D. 
Lawrence, Cynthia 
Leary, William H. 
LeBaron, Richard B.
Lee, Malcolm R.
Letts, Kelly J.
Lindsay, James M. 
Lindsey, Christine J. 
Lorin, Matthew E 
Lowry, Jay E. 
MacDonald, Bruce W. 
Mai ley, Robert 
Marshall, Betty A. 
Marsh, Thomas S. 
Martinez, Alejandro 
Martinez, Valentino E, 
Maxfield, Nancy H. 
McCarthy, Mary O, 
McCormick, Shawn H. 
McIntyre, Stuart H. 
Merchant, Brian 
Millison, Cathy L. 
Mitsler, Elaine M. 
Miyaoka, Lester H 
Moffett, Julia 
Moody, Angelyn D. 
Moore, Lori A.
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Moran, Betsy Q. 
Motherway, Daniel J. 
Mueller, William (Doug) D. 
Naplan, Steven J.
Natoli, Kim M.
Neil, M. Elise 
Norris, John J.
O'loughlin, Kathrine 
Orfmi, Michael H.
Orr, Robert C. 
O'Shaughnessy, Patrick 
Panerali, Kristen E.
Gwyn M. Parker 
Parramore, Carl W.
Parris, Mark R.
Pascual, Carlos E.
Peggins, John W.
Peters, Mary A.
Piccone, Theodore J,
Pifer, Steven K,
Porter, Gidell
Pritchard, Charles (Jack) L. 
Pyatt, Geoffrey R,
Quinn, Mary E.
Ragan, Richard F.
Ramsay, Martha S.
Rice, Susan E.
Rice, Sean P.
Roach, Darren S,
Robinson, Wylma 
Rosa, Frederick M. 
Roundtree, Beverly J, 
Rumer, Eugene B.
Salvetti, Lisa M.
Samore, Gaiy S.
Sanborn, Daniel R. K, 
David B. Sandalow 
Santarcangelo, Jason M. 
Saunders, John W.
Schifter, Richard 
Schmelz, Angela 
Schmidt, John R.
Schwartz, Eric P.
Scott, John F.
Sculimbrene, Thomas A. 
Seaton, James B.
Sens, Andrew D.
Sestak, Joseph A,
Sheehan, Michael A. 
Showalter, Victoria A.
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Simonalle, Eugene A.
Simon, Steven N.
Simons, James R.
Smith, Michael P,
Snyder, Julie A.
Sparks, John E.
Suettinger, Robert L.
Sulser, Jack A.
Szasz, Nicholas J.
Uriu, Robert M.
Van Tassel, David S.
Veit, Katherine M.
Vershbow, Alexander R. 
Verville, Elizabeth G. 
Wadsworth, Valon J.
Waller, Robert P.
Walsh, Helen C.
Ward, JoAnn X.
Weber, Paul A.
Wechsler, William F.
Wetzel, M. Jeanne 
Whitworth, Frank D.
Willis, Robin M.
Wise, William M.
Witkowsky, Anne A. 
Woolston, Ann E.
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Wright, Jay 
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For Immediate Release December 4, 1996

PRESS BRIEFING BY 
MIKE MCCURRY

The Briefing Room

1:35 P.M. EST

MR. MCCURRY: It's a pleasure to welcome you to our 
White House today -- to your White House, I know, I failed 
miserably
- I'm late, I'm sorry, 1 want to start - I had meant to do 
this
earlier in the week, but 1 want to echo sentiments that my 
colleague,
Nick Bums, expressed earlier in the week over at the State 
Department -- an expression of condolence and some measure of 
honor to
the late Ambassador Robert McCloskey.

Bob McCloskey was probably one of the finest people who 
has ever briefed members of the press on behalf of the United 
States
government. He served as a chief spokesman of the U.S. State 
Department for longer, I think, than any other individual 
through, on
and off for - during the time that President Johnson, President 
Nixon and President Ford served. A tmly remarkable man. When I 
was
tutoring to take that job myself I saw one of his very 
distinguished
successors, Hodding Carter, and asked how best to prepare for the 
Job, and he said, go back and find any transcript you can locate 
of
Bob McCloskey briefing because it's a master of ambiguity and 
nuance, 
a practiced art.

Q And the country suffered because of it.

MR. MCCURRY: The country never suffered because of his 
very fine service. He once said that not many are afforded the 
privilege of serving the government and the press, the two 
greatest
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states, at the same time. "Recognizing the responsibility of the 
government to both perform and inform, and the right of the media 

to
question and comment, he or she seeks to find a tolerable area of 
compatibility even though the two institutions are as separate as 
church and state." A very fine and true commentary on the status 
of
the adversarial, though ought to be amicable relationship.

Anyhow, he is certainly a legend. He was paid tribute
to by many of the reporters who served at the State Department on
Monday. And our condolences go to his wife and his daughters.

Now, on to the present -- and back to the future.
Professor Stephanopoulos. 1 will read you a statement from the 
President of the United States:

"From the snows of New Hampshire in 1991 until the 
present day, no one has rendered me better advice, nor given more 
loyal service to this nation than George Stephanopoulos. There's 

no
one in Washington who has a better understanding of the 
intersection
of politics, policy and the way those affect the American people.

His work here at the White House is evidence of his deep respect 
for
our country, its system of government and its people. He cannot 
be
replaced.

George will undoubtedly be a great teacher at Columbia.
His boundless intellectual curiosity will be put to good use, 
shaping the leadership of the future."

Q Who wrote that, Stephanopoulos? (Laughter.)

MR. MCCURRY: No, his agent did. (Laughter.) The 
President had assistance in that statement from my largely female 
press office staff, which also included some language about -- 
with
the recent marriage of John F. Kennedy, Jr., George now becomes 
the
most eligible stud muffin in New York. (Laughter.) The 
President
struck that for something more appropriately Ivy League.

Q Does the President think he's not the most eligible - 
- (laughter.)
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MR, MCCURRY: I know of at least one person who would 
challenge that, the question of eligibility. We will all miss 
him
very much here.

Q Besides writing odes to George, what has the 
President been doing today?

MR. MCCURRY: Not using his voice, which is my next 
item. I had told you that Dr. Mariano had said that if his voice 

was
not getting any better she was going to take another look at it.

She asked today for the assistance of Dr. James Suen,
who is the President's ENT doctor who participates in his annual
physical exam. He is a professor and chairman of the Department
of
Otolaryngology, head and neck —

Q Could you spell his name?

MR. MCCURRY; Dr. James Suen, S-u-e-n. And you'll see
him in the medical records we released. He made commentary on
the
annual physical exam. He was assisted in examination today by 
Captain David Thompson, Dr. Thompson, who is the chief ENT guy at 
Bethesda and Walter Reed Naval Medical Center.

They did a fiberoptic probe of the President's vocal 
cords, confirmed that they had been overused mightily, and their 
diagnosis is the same one that Dr. Mariano made, that ifs a 
combination of his air travel, overuse of his vocal cords, his 
reflux
condition, which we reported to you in the past, and perhaps also 
his
allergies -- a multifactoral diagnosis of overuse of his vocal 
cords, leading them to prescribe complete vocal rest,

Q For how long?

MR. MCCURRY: They would think a period of three to four 
days would be sufficient, but there is at least some evidence 
that
the patient is not following doctors' orders already.

Q Did they do a biopsy, Mike?

MR. MCCURRY: No. This is a fiberoptic probe that just 
examines the vocal cords.
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Now, they've also made a slight adjustment in some of
the medication the President takes. He takes and antiacid that
we've
reported to you in the past, omeprazole, which we've reported to 

you
in the past under the brand name, Prilasec. They've also 
prescribed
an additional drug, cisapride, which a motility agent that 
controls
the acid reflux in the President's -- 

Q What is a motility agent?

MR. MCCURRY: It means that it controls the level of 
acid as it rises from the esophagus into the throat, I guess.

Q And what does omperazole do?

MR. MCCURRY: It's an antiacid. It's like big, strong 
Maalox.

Q So one of them controls the levels and the other one 
dilutes the acid?

MR. MCCURRY: Right. One's an antiacid and one controls 
where the acid is in the digestive system.

Q How many polyps does he have?

MR. MCCURRY: They believe -- they hope that that will 
control the condition, and they also prescribe rest to the 
President's vocal cords. One consequence of this is the 
President is
under instructions not to talk to people, which, given his 
entertainment schedule over the next couple of days, is going to 
be
interesting. All of the members of Congress who are here for the 
Congressional Ball tonight will get a handshake and a smile, but 
not
the cheerful words of welcome that the President usually provides.

Q What's he going to do for the national tree­
lighting?

MR. MCCURRY: The good news is, it makes the reception 
line go faster, probably.

Q What's he going to do for the national tree­
lighting?
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MR. MCCURRY: Unknown. We'll have to check on that 
tomorrow and we'll see how it is. He might elect to have someone

he might do, as he did yesterday, speak briefly and then have 

someone
else complete his remarks.

Q Mike, do you describe this condition that he now has 
-- is it fair to say it's laryngitis? How would you describe it?

MR. MCCURRY: I'd describe it as colloquially as the 
President has lost his voice; it is missing in action.

Q You said they are adjusting his medication — does
this mean he's not taking his medications at all, or is he taking
less of them?

MR. MCCURRY: No, I think he's still taking the same 
antiacid. 1 think they just prescribed a somewhat different 
dosage
for it. 1 didn't get the dosages.

Q How does that affect the rest of his work? 1 mean.
Cabinet, the Inaugural, budget - is he just completely - 
MR. MCCURRY: He's still working on it. You have some 
interest in that subject, do you?

Q Well, 1 mean, it would seem to be hard for him to 
conduct normal business if he can't talk.

MR. MCCURRY: He's conducting normal business, which may 
be part of the problem. 1 mean, he is --

Q Is he writing things down and communicating that 
way?

MR. MCCURRY: He is being encouraged to.

Q Should we give him an Etch-A-Sketch for Christmas?

MR. MCCURRY: That's a great idea, do one of those 
little think-pad things that you can draw on.

Q He's being encouraged to, but is he doing it?

Q Any announcements to make?

MR. MCCURRY: Yes, you know, he kind of wrote all over 
this statement, you know, doing stuff like that.
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Q How long was the exam?

Q In meetings, is he --

MR. MCCURRY: He's been having - I mean, he whispers 
some audible comments, or barely audible comments. But by and 
large 
he's -

Q "Ifs a hoax." (Laughter.)

MR. MCCURRY: He has been - he will scratch a note if 
he needs to. He's not completely laying off the voice.

Q Where did the exam take place and how long was it?

MR. MCCURRY: At the residence, in the medical unit's 
clinic. It's an out patient exam. It took — I didn't get the 
exact
time, but it was probably about 20, 25 minutes.

Q - pass the fiber optic probe through the nose and 
down into the throat?

MR. MCCURRY: I didn't get those kinds of details.

Q They found nothing else, other than overuse?

MR. MCCURRY: No. No other evidence of any other 
complicating viral infections or anything of that nature.

Q Just for our own, as you say, intense interest, does
this mean that we should not expect him to have any oral or
written
announcements, perhaps, of Cabinet choices for the next three to
five
days‘1’

MR. MCCURRY: On the question of Cabinet selections, the 
President has made no final decisions. He is actively 
considering
that question. He will be meeting this afternoon with the Vice 
President. He continues to be in the same advanced state of 
deliberation that he was when I reported to you earlier this week.

Q Well, what's the likelihood that you will have an 
announcement?

MR. MCCURRY: The likelihood is that there is a finish 
line that will be crossed at some point in the not too distant
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future. But 1 don't want to speculate how soon.

Q Has he gotten to the stage of actually interviewing 
candidates, sitting down and talking to them about a job?

MR. MCCURRY: Yes.

Q Well, he's not doing that this week, right, or is 
he“^

MR. MCCURRY: He's done some of that this week.

Q Well, are there FBI checks going on now?

MR. MCCURRY; There's, as you would expect, a vetting 
process that has been underway for some time.

Q Has there been a scenario where Vice President Gore 
asked the question and the President whispered?

MR. MCCURRY: No, but he has been participating - the 
Vice President has been participating in most of the discussions 
the
President has had, along with Chief of Staff Leon Panetta and 
Chief
of Staff designate Erskine Bowles.

Q If they're already in the administration do they 
have to be checked again?

MR. MCCURRY: They'd still be -- it's not exactly the 
same process, but there would still be an effort to anticipate 
issues
that might arise during a confirmation hearing, and anyone who 
has
served in a high level in the government would be subject to 
questions about his or her performance of duties and that is the 
type
of question that you would normally look at.

Q But if they stay in the same job there's no 
additional confirmation -

MR. MCCURRY; Correct, if someone is retaining the 
current position there wouldn't be any change.

Q Is there anybody else he wants to meet with this
week, Mike, to complete what he wants to do with the national
security team?
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MR. MCCURRY: I'm sorry, say again.

Q Is there anyone else he wants to meet with or talk 
to this week in terms of a candidate to complete the national 
security positions?

MR. MCCURRY: 1 would not rule that out.

Q You said he had met with --

MR. MCCURRY: So he's not using his voice, he is going 
to use his back swing - and he will golf in 10 minutes, so the 
travel pool needs to assemble here at the door shortly.

Q When is this meeting with Gore going to occur?

MR. MCCURRY: Probably when he gets back. He told me he 
was going to do it later today.

Q Wouldn't the cold air put some additional strain on 
his vocal cords?

MR. MCCURRY: Well, back to that, the President has 
reported in the past some aggravation of his allergies because of 
Christmas evergreen decorations, but apparently that's under 
control
because of the shots that he's been taking. He has not reported 

any
additional problem related to allergies, and I'm not aware that 
anything affecting the outside ambient temperature affects this 
condition.

Q We should not expect -- you would rule out any 
announcement today on the Cabinet?

MR. MCCURRY: I'd say given that, given this, given 
that, go home. Maybe we can put a lid on.

Q Who is he going golfing with?

Q Any candidates?

Q How about Erskine?

MR. MCCURRY: A likely suspect. Why don't you go find 
out who is in the foursome -- twosome?

Q You said he had met with candidates this week. This 
is multiple candidates - he's met with several people?
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MR, MCCURRY: I'm only aware of one, but there may have 
been others.

Q Well, just give us the initials, okay?

Q Mike, getting back to the voice, some ENT 
specialists have written about Clinton's voice in journals and so 
forth. They've talked about the possibility that if this keeps 
becoming such a chronic problem, he could actually have - I 
hesitate
to use the term, but they used something like "paralyzed" vocal 
cords. Is anything being applied locally to his vocal cords to 
loosen it up or --

MR, MCCURRY: Only hot tea and the throat lozenges that 
I've mentioned in the past. They've not prescribed any other 
type of
local anesthetic or anything of that nature that I'm aware of.

Q How long do they think this might last, now that 
they've regulated the antacid?

MR. MCCURRY: The diagnosis was if the President did 
refrain from using his voice for four days, that they would 
expect it
normally to start repairing after that length of time.

Q Is he taking anyone else along to yell "fore" for 
him?

MR. MCCURRY: That's what we're going to go find out.

Q No herbal medicine or acupuncture?

Q I wasn't clear what you said to Rita, though. If he 
does finish up this selection process, I mean, he's going to 
violate
doctor's orders, right, to come out and tell us about it? You're 
not
saying that there's going to be no announcement for four days.

MR. MCCURRY: I'm not ruling in, ruling out any 
announcements. And how he would make them, given his vocal cord 
condition, I just don't know. Maybe I'd stand up and make the 
announcement -- read it for him.

Q - weekly radio address?

MR. MCCURRY: No -
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Q You're going to pull out a sub?

MR. MCCURRY: We'll look ahead to that. There might be 
a way of adjusting to taking into account that situation.

Q You could use "the best of" (Laughter.)

MR. MCCURRY: Are they going to do that with Inside
Politics Weekend on CNN during the holiday season, Wolf, kind of
do
the Best of Wolf? It's a good idea.

Q You have to have some good ones in order to do the 
best of

MR. MCCURRY: Mr. Hume, what did you say, you have to 
have some good ones to get a best of? (Laughter.) There will be 
plenty of those.

Q Mike, is this the worst episode of throat that he's 
ever had?

MR. MCCURRY: Apparently not. 1 think the condition
that he suffered in 1992 during the campaign was worse, by the
memory
of those who were present and available.

Q Well, it was more episodic. It came and went more 
often.

MR. MCCURRY: Kind of came and went.

Q This seems to be the longest sustained.

MR. MCCURRY: This has gone for a longer duration, and 
it seemed to have gotten better over Thanksgiving when he rested 
it a
bit, but it seemed to have gotten worse when he started yakking 
this
week. So the doctors say, no more yak.

Q Have all the Cabinet officers been informed now as 
to whether they're staying or going? Like, Janet Reno - you 
people
have been so ambiguous, or noncommittal.

MR. MCCURRY: The President has been focusing mostly on 
these national security posts. I don't believe that he's 
completed
his meetings with individual Cabinet officers that he hadn't seen
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prior to Thanksgiving.

Q So they're still in limbo in the sense of knowing?

MR. MCCURRY; No, they're hard at work and doing good 
work for the President, just as they always have.

Q Mike, can we get some White House comment on the 
ruling yesterday in Hawaii on same-sex marriages?

MR. MCCURRY: 1 don't have anything on that. I'll see 
if we've got anything on that.

Q On the question of adjusting the CPI, Republicans on 
the Hill are saying they'd like to think about it, but they would 
like to see leadership from the White House on this issue. What's 
the
White House view on what the White House is prepared to do?

MR. MCCURRY: The White House is prepared to do what Dr.
Stiglitz said in his statement, to carefully review the Boskin 
report and other evidence regarding the most accurate cost of 
living
measure. The Bureau of Labor Statistics already has an ongoing 
effort to improve the Consumer Price Index calculation. It's 
already
made several improvements over the last four years. The process 
for
improving this measure should not be politicized and our goal 
should
be to reach agreement based on the best scientific and technical 
judgment possible.

Now, let me amend Dr. Stiglitz's statement with an 
admonishment I've had from Professor Daniel Patrick Moynihan, who 
tells me that statistical measurements cannot be a matter of 
science
because statistics cannot be replicated by a scientific method. 
Therefore, this is a matter of estimation. And Senator Moynihan 
has
written essays about the act of estimation as being a worthless 
exercise. So that should be the best statistical and technical 
judgments possible, in my opinion, and in the opinion of Daniel 
Patrick Moynihan. And 1 agree.

Q Can you do your impersonation for us now? How would 
he actually say that?

MR. MCCURRY: "No, lad." (Laughter.)
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Q Can I follow up just on that? Would the President 
be willing to see this issue discussed in the budget negotiations 
with the Hill?

MR. MCCURRY: The issue of how to calculate the CPI and 
the impact it has on federal spending has been an issue in 
bipartisan
budget deliberations in the past. The White House expects it 
will
be an issue in the future. Senator Moynihan pointed out to me 
actually a good point, that the issue of the CPI calculation is, 
itself, now in some ways, if you look at it the way he looks at 
it,
the fourth largest federal program after Social Security, health 
and
defense. And I forgot to ask the Senator whether that would 
include
interest on the federal debt.

Q Therefore, the White House will view it how?

MR. MCCURRY; Well, therefore, the White House will view 
it very carefully, because it has enormous impact, otherwise, on 
the
lives of millions of Americans, and has enormous consequences for 
spending.

Q Is there a large pole long enough in the world with 
which you would touch this issue? (Laughter.)

MR. MCCURRY: I rely on the help of strangers.

Q Well, is there an internal debate? I noticed in the
paper this morning. Dr. Tyson was saying the administration is
willing to look at this. Secretary Rubin was saying, well,
there's
not that much interest in this.

MR. MCCURRY: Oh, I think there is considerable interest 
in what the calculation of cost of living increases does in terms 
of
budget policy, how it affects Americans. There has been 
considerable debate on this in both the academic community and 
certainly among those who are responsible for policy-making. So, 
of
course, there is considerable interest.

Q Is President Clinton prepared to do what Senator 
Moynihan wants, which is to take the leadership on this issue?
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MR. MCCURRY: The President will have to lead when it 
comes to budget and any bipartisan agreement that would balance 
the
budget by a date certain. And certainly if this issue enters 
into
that calculation, leadership will be necessary and will be 
provided.

Q Mike, in the past when the Breaux-Chafee alternative 
was raised you noted the administration's objections to the CPI 
provision. Are you now saying that if that budget alternative is 
brought forward down the line and there is bipartisan support for 
it,
the White House would be willing not to oppose it?

MR. MCCURRY: I'm basically taking a what you would call 
a wait-and-see attitude on that one there. I did not pronounce 
myself on that.

Q Who goes first, Mike, in this process? I mean, 
everybody says it's enormously important --

MR. MCCURRY: Well, the President will start the budget 
deliberations going by presenting a budget proposal to the 
Congress,
and then we will go from there.

Q But on the CPI, though, whaf s the first step.
MR. MCCURRY: Our position on the issue of CPI 
calculation is, it is in late in the budget process now for that 
to be
a calculation in the FY '98 budget submission. But whether or 
not
that becomes an issue as the budget is deliberated remains to be 

seen.

Wolf has lost interest. He's now doing a crossword 
puzzle.

Q What about the proposal by the retired general to 
get rid of all nuclear weapons?

MR. MCCURRY: 1 turn the podium over to Dr. David 
Johnson. Go.

MR. JOFINSON: Thank you. As of, I believe, when we 
started there, they had not finished their presentation, so I'm 
unable to comment on exactly what they've said. A number of the 
things that they suggested are ones that the administration 
supports.
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in particular, the step-by-step approach that they have 
recommended
be taken to reduction of nuclear weapons.

The administration has made enormous strides in this 
respect during its term of office — START 1 implementation, the 
negotiation and the Senate ratification of START II, the 
Comprehensive Nuclear Test Ban Treaty and several other steps, 
including the complete denuclearization of Belarus, Kazakhstan 
and
Ukraine. But we continue to believe that nuclear weapons will be 
part of the cornerstone of our deterrent strategy for some time 
into
the future. And so that there's not, of course, complete 
agreement
between us and the generals.

Q There are some people in the Pentagon who don't want 
to go on camera who think he's just completely lost it, to be 
proposing it.

MR. JOHNSON: Well, the generals 1 think, given the time 
that you've been here and the time that they've made their 
presentation, whoever made that comment to you hadn't had the 
benefit
of the general making his statement. So I don't think anybody 
has
lost it, but I think that's a little unfair to go about making 
those
sorts of comments before the generals have made their
presentation at
the National Press Club.

These ideas that they've put forward have merit and the
notion that we would have a step-by-step approach to this as one
that
the administration has used and one that's been profitable in 
improving the security of the American people. But, as I said, 
we
continue to believe that nuclear deterrence will remain a 
cornerstone
of our strategy in protecting America's vital national interests.

Q The guy's good. Positively McCloskeyan.
(Laughter.)

MR. MCCURRY: Thank you, David. How are you on Riady? 
(Laughter.)

Q A related question, Dave. The strike wave now in
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Russia in the Kuzbass district is now taking on more of a 
political
character. They're calling now for the resignation of Prime 
Minister
Chernomyrdin and spreading also to St. Petersburg. Is there 

concern
in the White House about this, and have you any recommendations 
to
President Yeltsin as to how to deal with this - for instance, 
maybe
paying some of the back wages?

MR. MCCURRY: To my knowledge, we have not rendered any 
advice to President Yeltsin on a matter that is largely within 
his
own province to deal with as a domestic issue. Obviously, the 
impact
of that debate is one that we have followed closely, and it does 
have enormous impact on the lives of many of the Russian people.

Q How about Stephanopoulous? Is somebody going to 
fill an equivalent role, or is George's role so specialized to 
him
personally in his experience --

MR. MCCURRY: He's irreplacable.

Q No, I'm serious, though. Does the President
envision putting somebody in a spot similar to that as a senior
advisor, doing sort of functions that George is now doing?

MR. MCCURRY: I would not be surprised if the President 
attempts to replicate with another individual the role of someone 
who
really does have a broad portfolio on a wide range, looking at 
both
the political impact of policy-making and how the President can 
best
use his own resources to address the most significant policy 
issues
that are in the "in-box."

And George, I like to say, is the guy who makes sure the 
right order exists in the Oval Office "in-box" and that 
everything
that comes out in the "out-box" is perfect. And he's been 
unsurpassed in his ability to kind of manage that type flow of 
issues
and dialogue and he's been, quite literally, indispensible to the 
President.
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So it's conceivable to me the President will want, 
somehow or other, to fill that role, and given his capabilities, 
it
might take more than one person to do so. But 1 think the 
function
itself, the marriage of politics and policy and how that affects 
what
we do here at the White House, is one that requires someone with 
George's kind of talent.

That was a long way of saying "maybe yes." Okay, back 
to sleep. See you all.

THE PRESS: Thank you.

END 2:00 P.M. EST
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