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Time: 10:57:38

This message serves as confirmation of an appointment f^rthe 
visitors listed below.
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Appointment With: 
Appointment Date: 
Appointment Time; 
Appointment Room: 
Appointment Building:

BLUNT 
9/4/97 
1:00:00 PM 
INDIAN TRE 

OEOB
Appointment Requested BLUNT SHENNA 
Phone Number of Reque' • 62930

WAVES APPOINTMENT NUMBER; U69685

If you have any questions regarding this appointment, 
please call the WAVES C er at 456-6742 and have the 
appointment number listen ..oove available to the 
Access Control Officer answering your call.

****************'
:**********tHk*****************************4r************A****

TOTAL NUMBER OF NAMES SUBMITTED FOR ENTRY : 11 
TOTAL NUMBER OF NAMES OF CLEARED FOR ENTRY; 11

**#****^**>^*******A******************«r<r**«h**A***********************^******

ALEXANDER. CLAUDE 
DRAZEK, PAUL 
GILLEN, NEAL 
LYONS, DAVID 
MOGAN, KAREN 
NUZUM, JANET 
PETTRUS, JACK 
RICHERT, HANNAH 
SCHUMACHER, AUGUST 
STEEL, PATRICK 
WEIGERT, KAREN
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Septembers, 1997

FAST TRACK BRIEFING FOR AGRI-BUSINESS COMMUNITY 
AMBASSADOR BARSHEFSKY

DATE: September 4, 1997
TIME: 1:00 pm-2:00pm
LOCATION: Indian Treaty Room 
FROM: Vicki Radd

PURPOSE:

To demonstrate the Administration’s commitment to securing fast track authority this year 
and to ensure that key leaders in the agri-business community are well-briefed on the likely 
content of the bill while underscoring the importance of their active support.

BACKGROUND:

You will join Jay Berman, Vicki Radd and Secretary Glickman in the first of a series of 
fast track outreach efforts to business and agriculture groups. You will brief 
approximately 50 representatives from the agri-business community. You should 
underscore the importance to which the President attaches to securing fast track authority 
and the vital role agri-business can play in helping marshall support for the bill. Secretary 
Glickman will focus on the agricultural sector of fast track. You will provide an overview 
of what is included in the bill with specifics on agriculture.

You should also mention that we expect the fast track debate this fall to be extremely 
tough. There are powerful voices allied against this measure which every President since 
1974 has had. We will be doing everything we can to continue opening markets for 
American goods. American agri-business has an enormous stake in whether fast track 
authority is renewed this fall. You can expect to be asked about labor and environmental 
provisions during the question and answer session. You should also be aware that 
one-half of the attendees have not signed on to supporting fast track yet.

PARTICIPANTS:

- Secretary Glickman
- Jay Berman
— Secretary Glickman
— Vicki Radd
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SEQUENCE OF EVENTS

-- Jay Berman and Vicki Radd will make opening remarks and introduce you.
- You will provide details on what is included in the bill.

- Secretary Glickman will follow with general remarks on fast track and with specifics on 
the agricultural impact of fast track.
- You and the Secretary will take questions.

V. PRESS COVERAGE:

None
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The American Soybean Associatifin

oraasmftf Association (ASA) is a national, noWor-prom
f” ,‘*7*"‘“*‘on with 31.52S membars that develops 
and implements policies to increase the profitability of its members snH tha 
entire soybean industry. ASA has 26 affiliate state offices ^

^ybean farmers and extension workers founded the Seuhaan 
Assomation in 1920 in an effort to promotes the crop aito inel^asri^t 

W^nrties. After 75 years, the organizabon conUnues these impo^nt

1956 “* iato'oabonal marketing office in Japan in
1956. Today, ASA has overseas offices In 13 foreign countries and staff anH 

consultants who promote U.S. soybeans in more than 100 countries.

Soybeans accounted for 24% of all U.S. crop acres planted in 1996 
and represented a farm gate value of more than $16.9 billion The United

h^i^!f soybean and soy product exports in 1996 exceeded S9 1
billion, making them the #1 U.S. agricultural export. '

^®A*s headquarters is located in Saint Louis, Missouri USA where a 

Visit ASA on the worid wide web at http://www.oilseeds.org/asa
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AMERICAN AGRICULTURE DEPENDS ON FREE TRADE.

American agriculture and agri-buses are the nation’s largest employers.

US agriculture leads the nation in positive returns to the trade balance.

Agriculture faces more trade disputes and market barriers than any other industry. 

Agriculture depends on trade for over one third of all sales.

Export sales help guarantee a low cost domestic food supply.

The agriculture community stands ready to support “clean” fast track legislation - 
legislation that does not contain language that would allow environmental or 
labor issues to become trade barriers.

Fast track negotiating authority is critical to the US role as a credible leader in 
advancing trade liberalization and opening markets for all sectors.

Agriculture must be a part of all negotiations of the Free Trade of the Americas, 
as well as in all other regional and bi-lateral negotiations, and in all WTO 
discussions.

The Fast Track debate must not be a NAFTA debate. Fast Track focus needs to 
be on obtaining authority to negotiate changes in trade agreements that are not 
working and for protecting and maintaining the US leadership role in addressing
the WTO agenda and advancements of agreements such as the FTAA and 
APEC.

Promises made in the NAFTA and GATT debates remain unaddressed 
Although agriculture is committed to a free trade arena many of our trading 
partners have not complied with their commitments. The Administration must 
activate the appropriate mechanisms to enforce compliance with WTO 
commitments.
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ITC Representation -
The Administration can assure more equitable treatment in trade disputes by 
naming individuals to the International Trade Commission who are supportechbY C 
the agriculture industry and have a sound knowledge of the industry as well as^ ^ 

trade law.

Domestic laws
There are a number of outdated domestic laws that create disadvantages in 
international markets as well as to local consumers. The Cargo Preference 
requirements and Jones Act are maritime laws that the administration should 
help end or reform to protect US producers and consumers.

The 1974 definition of an agricultural crop does not fairly address the great 
difference in production and growing seasons across the US. This law has put 
producers of fresh fruit and vegetables at great trade disadvantages with our 
competitors.

Chile
The US market is basically open to agricultural products from Chile - while Chile 
remains closed to US products. President Clinton’s intention to make Chile his 
primary focus for Fast Track, before actions are taken to hold Chile accountable 
for her WTO commitments, sends a negative signal to US producers. There are 
many products not fairly treated in the Chilean market, including wheat, wine and 
fresh fruit and vegetables.

Canada
Canada continues to maintain excessive tariffs and barriers to US products. The 
administration needs to exhibit, from the highest level, a commitment to 
renegotiating existing agreements with Canada especially for dairy and poultry 
products. _____

Europe
Europe continues to abuse trade agreements for many agriculture products. Tfi 
US should act quickly to bring action against the EU and respond to the 
agreements they are creating which would restrict US trade. The principal of 
sound science must be upheld and enforced. The administration must actively 
oppose actions by the EU to raise trade barriers against genetically modified 
organisms and those products produced from BSE free animals.



mAmerican Frozen Food Institute • 2000 Corporate Ridge, Suite 1000 • McLean, Virginia 22102
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September 8, 1997

President William Jefferson Clinton 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mr. President:

On behalf of the members of the American Frozen Food Institute (AFFl), I am writing to 
urge your continued efforts to secure fast-track negotiating authority that is consistent with 
the goals of free and fair trade. Also, AFFI urges you to oppose measures hostile to these 
goals, such as a front panel country of origin marking requirement for frozen produce 
packages with imported content, which history indicates may become intertwined improperly 
with the fast-track debate.

On December 29, 1993, the United States Customs Service issued an interim final rule 
mandating front panel country of origin marking in direct response to promises made to 
members of Congress in exchange for their votes earlier that year in favor of legislation to 
implement the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA). In 1994, AFFI filed suit 
to block the rule in the Court of International Trade. 3’he Court agreed with AFFI and 
declared the rule "null and void."

Also, an AFFI-opposed attempt to insert an amendment to require front panel country of 
origin marking into the implementing legislation of the Uruguay Round of the General 
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) was averted in 1994. Reportedly, the amendment 
was to be offered at that time in an effort to win support for the legislation.

While strongly supportive of the goals of fast-track negotiating authority, AFFI will 
vehemently oppose any similar attempt to advance a front panel country of origin 
marking proposal through one of the "vote trades" or extraneous aniendmcnts which 
may be contemplated by some in a misguided effort to facilitate passage of fast-track 
legislation.

As you may know, AFFI is the national trade association representing manufacturers and 
processors of frozen food products, as well as their marketers and suppliers. AFFI’s 550 
member companies account for more than 90 percent of the total annual production of frozen 
food in the United States, valued at approximately $60 billion.

IS/Investment



A supporter of free and fair trade, AFPI opposes a U.S. Customs Service proposal currently 
under consideration to change the location of country of origin marking on frozen produce 
packages with imported content by requiring that the marking appear on the front panel.
AFFI also opposes legislation introduced in the House of Representatives, H.R. 2332, which 
would institute this change through legislative means.

As a well-recognized non-tariff trade barrier, the front panel conntry of origin marking 
proposal flies in the face of free and fair trade. The Uruguay Round of GATT prohibits 
use of country of origin marking requirements as non-tariff barriers to trade. In addition, 
our North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) partners have objected to the Customs 
proposal on the ground it violates Aimex 311 of NAFTA, which describes proper marking 
guidelines.

Implementation of the requirement could open the door to international retaliation which 
could harm U.S. agriculture, as well as U.S. businesses, employees and the economy. 
Specific to the frozen food industry, the tremendous growth in exports of frozen produce 
enjoyed by the U.S. industry could come to a halt. Frozen vegetable exports from the 
U.S. nearly donblcd between 1990 and 1996 - from 469.2 million pounds to 933.5 
million pounds. Especially during the pursuit of legislation intended to empower the 
President of the United States to seek agreements to facilitate trade, a measure that 
could jeopardize this success would be unwise.

Non-tariff barriers are an albatross around the neck of free trade. As such, the front panel 
marking proposal is inconsistent with fast-track negotiating authority. AFFI shares your 
belief that it is virtually impossible to negotiate credibly with our trading partners without 
tliis authority. AFFI has written to Members of Congress urging them to provide it, without 
undermining free and fair trade in the process.

Thank you for your consideration. / . '

nSleven C. Anderson 
President and Chief Executive Officer

5CA/jeh
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FRnmERS
union Office of the President

September 4, 1997

Senator Tom Daschle 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20210

Dear Sen. Daschle:

The National Farmers Union appreciates the opportunity to comment on the reauthorization of fast track 
negotiating authority to expand U.S. trade agreements to other countries. NFU firmly believes that a series of 
issues relating to agricultural trade must be resolved before the U.S. considers expanding the North American 
Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) to other countries in Latin America or enters into any new trade agreements.

The agricultural sector has experienced a variety of difficulties due in part to the NAFTA, the Canada-U.S. Free 
Trade Agreement, the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade and other trade pacts. NFU firmly believes the 
following concerns must be addressed before the U.S. considers expanding relationships with other countries. 
We believe the U.S. must:

► Require country-of-origin labeling on all agricultural products entering the U.S.;

► Require an increase in the use of end-use certificates so U.S. producers are made aware of the 
characteristics and quantities of imported agricultural commodities and how they are being consumed 
in this country;

► Increase border inspection substantially to ensure only safe agricultural products cross U.S. borders. 
The Food and Drug Administration, Animal Plant Health Inspection Service and the Agricultural 
Marketing Service and other federal agencies charged with inspecting agricultural products must be 
funded at higher levels and have more authority at the border. Inspectors should be allowed to fully 
inspect agricultural products to determine their condition as they enter this country. NFU firmly believes 
the role for these agencies should be greatly broadened so that the American farmer is certain that only 
safe and high-quality agricultural products enter the U.S. to prevent the spread of animal and plant 
diseases and maintain the American public’s confidence in our nation’s food supply.

► Increase the monitoring and reporting of the activities of brokers as they trade agricultural products with 
the U.S. and mandate strict penalties be placed on both importers and exporters when they do not 
comply with U.S. laws and standards;

► Establish a variable tariff system to in order to manage currency fluctuation in the U.S. and abroad; and

► Uphold U.S. sanitary and phytosanitary standards in all international trade.

11900 East Cornell Avenue • Aurora, Colorado 80014-3194 • Phone:(303)337-5500 • Fax:(303)368-1390
400 Virginia Avenue, S.W. • Suite 710 • Washington, D.C. 20024 • Phone:(202)554-1600 . Fax:(202)554-1654



As you well know, wheat farmers in the U.S. have undergone considerable difficulty due to the influx of wheat 
crossing our border from Canada. The U.S. Department of Commerce has pledged to investigate the matter, but 
we believe this will be “too little too late” to assist these struggling wheat farmers. We firmly believe that 
imports and exports of wheat and other agricultural products should be closely monitored by the volume that 
enters and leaves each region of the country. After close monitoring, the federal government should be required 
to take action to stem the flow of trade within 30 days after a problem is discovered so that U.S. producers are 
not adversely affected. We believe a firm time line is necessary to resolve these problems before real damage 
occurs in the agricultural sectors in any and all regions of the country.

NFU firmly believes the U.S. government should maintain its right to establish and maintain internal 
government policies and infrastructure when it negotiates trade pacts. We believe it is essential that the U.S. 
continues to have the ability to set land ownership, credit, farm and other policies to ensure moderate and small­
sized farmers are able to continue to live and work on the land within the increasingly international economy. 
When negotiating any trade agreement, the U.S. should ensure that it is able to set policies to target farm 
commodity, loan, and other programs to moderate and small-sized producers. It is essential that the U.S. 
maintains the right to shape beginning farmer and other programs so that younger people will make the decision 
to farm and the agricultural sector continues to grow.

The U.S. government should adhere to certain principles when enters into trade agreements with other countries 
that do not have the same standards and laws as we do in this country. Throughout its history, NFU has focused 
on international development programs in impoverished countries. For this reason, we urge trade negotiators 
to adhere to principles in trade agreements with developing countries to ensure people in these countries receive 
a fair wage for their labor in a safe working environment, natural resources are protected and no exploitation 
of these growing countries occurs. We are greatly concerned that if trade agreements are not properly crafted, 
developing nations will chose to disregard environmental concerns in order to farm the land both to feed its 
citizens and provide export dollars. The U.S. should encourage these countries to refrain from engaging in 
farming operations on highly erodible land and other fragile areas as we have here in the U.S.

We further believe that it is essential as we continue to engage in international trade that a thorough study be 
conducted to determine the true impacts of this activity. We believe the study should be performed by a 
nongovernmental, nonpolitical entity to ensure that a truly objective review of the impact of international trade 
is completed. The study would be useful to determine who truly benefits from international trade and how these 
benefits are spread throughout the American economy.

We believe it is essential that the U.S. enter into trading relationships that do not prevent our federal, state and 
local governments from remaining fully engaged and involved in the agricultural sector of the U.S. economy 
as it has throughout the history of this country.

Again we thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on this subject.

Sincerely,
O y /)

Leland Swenson 
President
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Septembers, 1997

The Honorable Dan GUckman
Secretary of Agriculture
U.S. Depanment of Agriculture
12ih Street and Independence Avenue, SW
Washington, DC 20250

Dear Mr. Secretary:

Thank you for the opportunity to discuss our concerns about fast track legislation soon to^ 
proposed by President Clinton. While agriculture obviously benefits from expanded world trade 
the agriculture community has several very critical issues that must be resolved.

Trust in new trade agreements can only be built when terms of past agreements are favorably 
viewed and steps are taken to deal with inequities. We urge the administration and Congress to 
take steps to address the following issues to assure agriculture that every effort is being made to 

make current and future agreements work for the industry.

Specific issues to be addressed during the negotiations include;

(1) Language that would require the administration to address the issue of tariff 
equalizing and increasing market access by requiring U.S. trading partners to 
eliminate all trade barriers within specified time frames.

(2) Language in the legislation that binds trading partners to resolving sanitary and 

phytosanitary disputes on the basis of sound science;

(3) Securing actions by the administration and Congress that would lead to 
changes in U.S. laws and practices that would facilitate and shorten dispute 
resolution procedures and processes, especially in issues involving perishable 
products. This would include changes in international agreements and U.S. law 

which would redefine a crop or growing season.

Again thank you for your time.

Sincerely,

Richard W. Newpher 
Executive Director 
Washineton Office
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Fast-Track Negotiating Authority

Califomii agriculture i« ilrongly committed to free and open trade. In 1996, California agriculture 
exports totaled nearly S13 billion. Production from over two million California farm acres is 
destined for foreign markets. The expansion of free trade with Chile, possible agreements wrth 
other Latin American countries, and the resumption of agricultural negotiations under the World 
Trade Organization, offer important new trade opportunities.

California agriculture’s commitment to free trade has been d^nstrated through broad induitty 
support for past agreements. However, industry confidence in fliture trade agreements is 
dependent upon the satisfactory implementation of past agreements. Many of our trading partners 
have not complied with their commitments and our govemmem has not done enough to force
compliance.

Promises made by other countries during the NAFTA and GATT negotiations remain 

unaddressed, such as;

• Market Access:
The U.S. wine industry was promised the same access to the Mexican market that 
the Chilean industry now ei\)oys; that promise has been broken.

• Sanitery/Phytosanittry Standards:
U.S. markets are open to Mexican and South American commodities, but many 
of our commodities have difficulty accessing their markets due to bogus 
phytosanitary rules (i.e., U S. vegetable exports to Chile are virtually non­
existent due to phytosanitary regulations).

• Unfair Trade Practices:
Canodo maintains excessive tariffs as barriers to U.S. products, especially against 
dairy and poultry.

Trust in new trade agreements can only be engendered when terms of past agreements are kept 
and steps are taken to deal with inequities. We request that before the U.S. moves forward with 
additional uade agreements these problemi be corrected. In addition, we hold that fUturc trade 
agreements must include an expedited resoluUon process as part of the final document to provide 

aafbguarda against these concerns in the fiiture.
^Therefore, we support the CaUforaU Agriculture Industry Coalition and withhold our 

support for fast-track authority until outstanding proMemi of put agreements are
ruolved.
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INDUSTRY COALITION

MtSITiOSSTATEMENT ON FAST-TRACE

This statement is the produa of seven) meetings held by a coalition of 
California agriculture industries to discuss trade concerns and perspectives, 
and arrive at an industiy consensus on the is«e of granting fast-track 
negotiating authority. It is the result of extensive discussions involving 
representatives of government. Industry and academia.

The group examined unresolved issues under current agreement# /\rea« of 
unanimous concern were market access, phytosanitary issues, unfair trade 
praaices, sensitive commodities and dispute resolution.

The California agriculture industiy recognizes there are other important issues 
related to granting &st-track negotiating authority, but holds firm to the 
opinion that these iisuei have great impact on the economic viability of the 
state and its people. In a stale where one in ten jobs are related to agriculture, 
it ii our hope that this position statement will serve as a valuable assessment 
of the problems encountered with past trade agreements, and will be usefol to 
oil involved with, or interested i^ future agreements
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CALIFORNIA AGRICULTURE INDUSTRY 

POSITION STATEMENT
ON FAST-TRACK NEGOTIATING AUTHORITY

AND AGRICULTURE NEGOTIATIONS

CtUfomia agriculture is strongly committed to free and open world trade. That commitment has 
been demonstrated through broad industry support for past trade agreements, including the recent 
Uruguay Round and free trade agreements with Mexico, Canada and Israel

California agriculture relies heavily on foreign markets, exports totaled nearly $13 billion in 1996 
Production from over two million California farm acres is destined for foreign markets The 
expansion of free Uade with Chile, possible agreements with other Latin American countries, ind 
the resumption of agricultural negotiations under the World Trade Organization (WTO) offer 
important new trade opportunities.

Industry confidence in future trade agreements, however, is tied closely to the satisfactory 
implementation of past agreements and to a commitment to rectify resulting inequitic*. Trust in 
new trade agreements can only be engendered when terms of past agreements are kept and steps 
are taken to deal with inequities.

Several problems stOI exbt with past agraemeats and require attention. Therefore, we the 
undersigned seek resolution of oototanding problems and, where necessary, seek statutory 
safcguanls before we offer our support for fast-track authority and new trade agreements.

Problems with past agreements fall into several categories of unfinished business. The following 
list provides examples which warrant resolution.

MARKET ACCESS

The United States faces the following unresolved market access issues associated with the
Uruguay Round, Canadian, Israeli and North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA);

• The administration needs to review tariff reduction commitments made in the multilateral 
Uruguay Rmind. The global implications of this agreement are significant. The 
administration should ensure objective implementation of the trade document.

• Chile maintains a price band on U.S. wheat. This translates into a variable levee system, a 
practice which is illegal under WTO policy. These variable price levies are a major 
violation of free trade principles.

• Tariff inequities were negotiated into the Uruguay Round and NAFTA, causing particular 
damage to California's wine industry. The Uiuted States must act to address these 
inequities in future agreements, especially those involving Chile and Argentina.
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Chile received t preferentiil tariff reduction over the U S. for wine ules into Mexico,
The U S leeki compatible access for iu products The idnunistration agreed to rectify the 
problem within 120 days-following passage of NAFTA. It also agreed to achieve tariff 
parity with Mexican brandy. Both issues are stilt not resolved.

De facto trade barriers and the failure to create a payment arbitration system have also 
restricted sales of U.S. fresh produce sales to Mexico.

All meat going to Chile must be marked according to Chilean inspection standards. Chile 
lacks grading and inspection reciprocity, which constitutes a significant trade barrier

SANITARY AND PHTTOSANTTARY STANDARDS (SPS)

Mutual acceptance of scientiflcally-sound phytosaniury regulations is essential Transparency in 
the area of sanitary and phytosanitary regulations is therefore cnicial to ensuring fair trade 
practices. Signatories to free trade agreements must be held accountable to international SPS 
Standards and resolutions. Consultations with industty must be a pre-requishe for any new 

agreement
• Chile currently maintains questionable phytosanitary restrictions on imports of U S 

poultry and various fruh and vegetable products which effectively bans imports of those 
goods into their country. (The United Sutes imported one billion trays of Chilean fresh 
vegetables during the 1996-97 growing year, while the U.S. exported no product to that 
country during its growing season.)

• Future trade agreements will likely include managed risk concepts. Such an approach 
warrants industry consulUtions during the development with periodic review. Managed 
risk should be based on sound science and diligent enforcement.

• Chile should recognize APHIS certi6cation on Kamal bunt.

• Dispute resolution for sanitary and phytosanitary problems should have an expedited 

procure.

UNFAIR TRADE PRACTICES

Unfair trade tracticea undermine the effectiveness of agreements and create mistmst between 

trading partners.

• Canadian Wheat Board practices must be neutralized. California seeks the elimination of 
Canada's discriminatory pricing practices, particularly with its current NAFTA partners.
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• There ere t luiihber of ouuiending tttde imiei with the Europeer Union (E.U.), induiing 
Ihi ftSHLrd the^ of rd-erenee price, on fiuit. vegeteWee. wh.ch

constitute violstions of the Umgusy Round.

sensitive commodities
Celifomia’t wnsitlve commodities face ligniflcsnl losses under t U.S./Chilean free trade 
^e«n«>t. America, famere were promieed protection for import 8cn«t.ve coramo<l.t..» when 

the NAFTA desl wa struck, but thst protection ha been licking.

• Arty new irede egreemaii mu« indud. rauond.1. pairy H
end lef^dJ to protect impon-ienative producti, luch es vegaebles, cauwd fruit aid

tomatoes.
• As to wine, both bulk and bottled, and grape concentrate, the U S t^fFs

reduced further until all other WTO members reduce their tanffs on these products to U^S 
levels Further reductions should occur on a WTO-wide bais. By way of background, for 
many decada the U.S. had the lowest wine tariff of any major wme-producmg country. In 
the Uruguay round, the U.S. further reduced the tariff by 36 percent, compared to to
percent by the E.U.

establishing effective dispute resolutions

The free trade agreement with Canada and the North American Free Trad^grcemcni with 
Mexico established a dispute resolution process and safeguard provisions. The process is not
working effectively.
• Dispute problems with the Canadian Wheat Board are especially pronounced.

• California has experienced problems with safeguard provisions with vegetables; other 
states have had similar problems with tomatoes. The dispute process needs more 

refinement to produce better results.

CONCLUSION
Our concerns are the result of commitments and assurances provided during past negotiations that 
were not honored. The California agriculture industry seeks adequate checkpoints, including 

consultation to prevent a replay cf past problems.

0:\W«avUXIlWaSU»T^U^DE^CHn£^STATEMEN.W»
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Statement of the
National Pork Producers Council

on Fast-Track Trade Authority: 

Impact on Agriculture

presented by
Karl Johnson, Past President National Pork l^oducers Coimcil

before the
General Farm Commodities Subcommittee 
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Mr. Chairman and members of the subcommittee:

I am Karl Johnson, a Mankato. Minnesota based pork producer of a 1,800 
sow farrow-to-finish operation. I have been raising hogs on my family farm 
since 1969. I also farm com and soybeans. My family has held our farm 
since 1912. I am a former president of the National Pork Producers Council 
(NPPC). I currently serve as Chairman of NPPC’s Trade Committee and as 
Secretary-Treasurer for the U.S. Meat Export Federation. I appreciate the 
opportunity to appear on behalf of U.S. pork producers to express our views 
on the importance of renewing fast-track trade negotiating authority.

The National Pork Producers Council is a national association representing 
44 affiliated states who aimually generate approximately $11 billion in farm 
gate sales. According to a recent Iowa State study conducted by Otto and 
Lawrence, the U.S. pork industry supports an estimated 600,000 domestic 
jobs and generates more than $64 billion aimually in total economic activity.

With 10,988,850 litters being fed out aimually, 1.065 billion bushels of com 
valued at $2,558 billion are consumed by U.S. pork producers. Feed 
supplements and additives represent another $2,522 billion of purchased 
inputs from U.S. suppliers which help support U.S. soybean prices, the U.S. 
soybean processing industry, local elevators and transportation services 
beised in rural areas.

Pork is the world’s meat of choice. Pork represents 44 percent of daily 
meat protein intake in the world. Even though there’s been a huge global 
market for pork and pork products, efficient U.S. producers were precluded 
from exporting significant volumes of pork in the pre-Umguay Round 
Agreement, pre-NAFTA era. A combination of foreign market trade barriers 
and highly subsidized competitors kept a lid on U.S. pork exports.

Renewal of Fast-Track la CriHcalr

Pork producers realize that their future is based on their ability to e3q)ort. 
Therefore, the renewal of fast-track trade negotiating authority is of 
paramount importance to producers. As you may know, pork producers 
were one of the first groups to express strong public support for the renewal 
of fast-track trade negotiating authority. Indeed, our Washington office has 
been coordinating the efforts of the A^culture Coalition for Fast-Track. As 
of September 19 there are 41 agricultural organizations in support of fast- 
track. A list of these organizations is attached to my statement. In addition, 
many of these Organizations have prepared one-page statements in support 
of fast-track. These statements have been compiled and have been made 
available to the committee.

The U.S. pork industry has reaped tremendous benefits from recent trade 
agreements. Since 1995, when the Uruguay Round Agreement went into
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effect, U.S. pork exports to the world have increased by approximately 45 
percent in volume terms and 75 percent in value terms from 1994 levels. 
The U.S. pork industry exported over one billion dollars of pork for the first 
time in 1996. We anticipate e^qilosive e:q)ort growth to continue in 1997.

U.S. pork exports to Mexico sky-rocketed in 1994 when NAFTA went into 
effect. Even with the devaluation of the peso, U.S. pork increased market 
share in Mexico. This would not have happened without NAFTA. U.S. pork 
now has over 95% of the Mexican pork import market and in 1996 Mexico 
was the pork industry's second most important market behind Japan in 
terms of value.

like other American pork producers, my family has benefitted from these 
trade agreements through strong and growing exports. I ship my hogs to the 
Swift-Monfort plant in Worthington, Minnesota and the Hormel plant in 
Austin, Minnesota: both of which export a significant part of their 
production. The boost in exports over the past several years has been 
fundamental to the economic health of our business. The recent expansion 
of our production up to 1800 sows is largely bsised on the success of exports. 
Moreover, my niece and her husband as well as a number of other relatives 
recently joined the family business, again in large part due to burgeoning 
pork exports. Last year global trade boosted the bottom line for all pork 
producers as exports added an estimated $10 per head to cash hog prices.

My family’s positive experience with international trade agreements is 
shared by many others in American agriculture. Research conducted by the 
Economic Research Service (ERS) of USDA indicates that for each dollar of 
value-added agricultural exports such as pork, $1.63 in additional U.S. 
economic activity is generated. The total contribution to U.S. economic 
activity from agricultural exports in 1996 is estimated to be $140 billion by 
ERS. Moreover, ERS calculates that every billion dollars in pork exports 
creates an additional 23,000 new jobs in the U.S. economy. ERS data 
Indicate that U.S. agricultural exports support nearly a million jobs with 
more than 60 percent of those jobs off the farm in processing, 
transportation, and trade. Export-related jobs pay higher than average 
wages, providing good-paying jobs for American workers in rural and urban 
areas throughout the nation.

I recognize that while the U.S. agricultural export performance has been 
good, foreign trade barriers and other factors continue to prevent us from 
realizing our potential in international markets. Based upon the annual 
foreign market barrier reports prepared by the office of the U.S. Trade 
Representative, it appears that about half of all foreign trade barriers are in 
the agricultural sector. The Foreign Agricultural Service estimates that 
agricultural exports are reduced by $4.7 billion annually by unjustifiable 
sanitary and phytosanitary measures alone.
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Given that the Uruguay Round was the first m^or trade round that included 
agriculture, these problems should not be surprising. Global agriculture is 
an extremely protected sector. Most of these problems pre-date both the 
Uruguay Round and the NAFTA. These problems must not undermine 
agriculture's support for fast-track. Indeed. I believe these issues compel us 
to support fast-track so that we can find effective remedies to these 
outstwding problems.

Secretaty Glickman has said "either we export or we die." I couldn’t agree 
more with him. In the U.S. economy at large, agriculture was the number 
one positive contributor to the U.S. trade balance in 1996. American 
agriculture is more than twice as reliant on foreign trade as the U.S. 
economy as a whole, with e^qsorts currently accounting for an estimated 30 
percent of agriculture’s cash receipts. We have a mature market for pork 
and other agricultural products in the United States. However, the other 
96% of the world, which lives outside our borders, is experiencing rapid 
economic growth. The first thing that people do when they move up from 
poverty is upgrade their diets. Simply put, if we don't get fast-track 
renewed, U.S. agriculture will lose billions of dollars in the short term and 
in the long run we risk losing our comparative advantage.

The next round of global agricultural trade negotiations is scheduled to 
begin in late 1999. Removing tariff and non-tariff barriers to trade — 
helping to open new markets and gain increased access to existing markets 
- is critical for U.S. pork producers. If the United States is not leading the 
charge in 1999, at best, nothing will happen which means that U.S. 
agriculture will lose billions of dollars of potential sales. At worst, the EU 
and other countries will build momentum for initiatives hostile to U.S. 
agriculture such as weakening the Sanitary and Phytosanitaiy Agreement. 
Adequate preparation for and participation in these negotiations require the 
renewal of fast-track authority now.

Fast-track authority is also needed so that the U.S. can pursue trade 
liberalization with our western hemisphere neighbors and the 18 member 
countries of the Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation forum CAPEC). The U.S. 
pork industry is disadvantaged by the failure of the United States to keep up 
with the pace of trade agreements in the western hemisphere. The rapidly 
expanding Brazilian pork industry - a key competitor to the U.S. industry - 
now has preferential access into many markets to the detriment of U.S. 
producers. Canada, another significant competitor, has gained preferential 
access into Chile through a free trade agreement. With respect to the APEC 
nations, these countries will experience the majority of the world's 
population and Income growth in the next 8 to 10 years, passing through 
the middle ranges of per capita income where the shift in dietary patterns is 
particularly pronounced. Yet, it is precisely these same countries which 
lack surplus food producing resources. The Food and Agricultural Policy 
Research Institute (FAPRI) projects that Chinese pork consumption will
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increase over 23 percent, approximatefy 8 million metric tons, in the 
next ten years. Poiic consumption is forecast to increase rapidty in many of 
the other APEC nations but, , like China, most of these countries place 
significant restrictions on pork imports.

The world will not wait for the United States. We are only four percent of 
the world's population. While we sit back idly, our trading partners are out 
negotiating trade agreements at record pace. The European Union, Mexico, 
Canada, Chile, Brazil, are making news almost every day with their various 
trade negotiations. In our hemisphere alone, more than 30 bilateral and

agreements are in effect and the United States is party to only

The renewal of fast-track authority will facilitate further multilateral, 
regional, and bilateral trade agreements which will spur e:qx}rts and keep 
U.S. agriculture healthy and profitable. I implore you to support fast-track.
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NPPC URGES PROMPT RENEWAL OF FAST-TRACK AUTHORITY
• The National Pork Producers Council (NPPC) is a national association 
representing 44 affiliated states 'adio annually generate approximately $11 
billion in farm gate sales. According to a recent Iowa State study conducted 
by Otto and Lawrence, the U.S. pork industry supports an estimated 
600.000 domestic jobs and generates more than S64 billion annually in total 
economic activity. With 10.988.850 litters being fed out aimually. 1.065 
billion bushels of com valued at $2,558 billion are consumed by U.S. pork 
producers. Feed supplements and additives represent another $2,522 
billion of purchased inputs from U.S. suppliers which help support U.S. 
soybean prices, the U.S. soybean processing industry, local elevators and 
transportation services based in rural areas.

• U.S. pork producers were ardent proponents of the Umguay Round 
Agreement and NAFTA. The industry urges the prompt renewal of fast-track 
negotiating authority so that further trade agreements may be executed. 
These trade agreements permit U.S. pork producers to exploit their 
comparative advantage in intemation^ markets.

• Since 1995, when the Umguay Round Agreement went into effect, U.S. 
pork exports to the world have increased by approximately 45 percent in 
volume terms and 75 percent in value terms from 1994 levels. Indeed, the 
U.S. pork industry exported over one billion dollars of pork for the first time 
in 1996. U.S. pork exports to Mexico exploded in 1994 when NAFTA went 
into effect. Even with the devaluation of the peso U.S. pork increased 
market share in Mexico - this never would have happened without NAFTA. 
U.S. pork now has over 95% of the Mexican pork import market. Mexico is 
now the pork industry's second most important market behind Japan in 
terms of value.

• Exports of U.S. pork generate considerable economic benefits. The 
Economic Research Service of USDA calculates that for each dollar of value- 
added agricultural exports such as pork, $1.63 in additional U.S. economic 
activity is generated. Moreover, ERS calculates that every billion dollars in 
pork exports creates an additional 23,000 new jobs in the U.S. economy.
The National Pork Producers Council estimates that pork exports added $10 
per head to cash hog prices in 1996.

• The United States is uniquely positioned to reap the benefits of liberalized 
world pork trade. U.S. pork producers are the lowest cost producers of the 
safest, highest quality pork in the world.

• The next round of global agricultural trade negotiations is scheduled to 
commence in 1999. The removal of tariff and non-tariff barriers to trade — 
so that new markets are opened and access is increased to existing markets 
" is of particular importance to pork producers. In order to adequately 
prepare for and participate in these negotiations. U.S. trade officials need 
fast-track authority now.
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• Fast-track authority is also needed so that the U.S. can pursue trade 
liberalization with our western hemisphere neighbors and the 18 member 
countries of the Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation forum (APEC). The U.S. 
pork industiy is disadvantaged by the failure of the United States to keep up 
with the pace of trade agreements in the western hemisphere. The rapidly 
esqpandlng Brazilian pork industry — a key competitor to the U.S. industry - 
now has preferential access into many markets to the detriment of U.S. 
producers. Canada, another significant competitor, has gained preferential 
access into Chile through a firee trade agreement. With respect to the APEC 
nations, these countries will experience the majority of the world's 
population and income growth in the next 8 to 10 yeare. passing through 
the middle ranges of per capita income where the shift in dietary patterns is 
particularly pronounced. Yet. it is precisely these same countries which 
lack surplus food producing resources. The Food and Agricultural Policy 
Research Institute (FAPRl) projects that Chinese pork consumption will 
increase by over 23 percent, approximately 8 million metric tons, in the 
next ten years. Pork consumption is forecast to increase rapidly in many of 
the other APEC nations but, like China, most of these countries place 
significant restrictions on pork imports.
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National Cattlemen^s beef Association
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Coniact; Julie J. Bousman (202) 347-0228

RENEWAL OF TRADITIONAL TRADING AUTHORITY 
Statement By Clark S. Willingham.. President-Elect 

National Cattlemen’s Beef Association 
September 17,1997

“NCBA supports proposed legislation to renew cooperation between Congress and the executive branch 
for negotiation and implementation of market-opening trade agreements. Without renewed negotiating authority 
many long-term trade objectives - reducing barriers in existing beef markets and gaining access to new beef 
mar^ts - will not be possible.

“As urged by NCBA and other agricultural organizations last week, the Administration remained 
pragmatic about labor and environmental language in the legislation in an attempt to gain broad bipartisan 
support for fast-track negotiating authority. Coasequendy, the proposed legislation is not over-burdened with 
labor and environmental language.

•’NCBA believes that negotiations conducted under the proposed authority should be for trade 
agreements, not social agreements. The U.S. and other developed countries do have a responsibility to help 
developing countries increase standards of living and to help them resolve environmental problems. NCBA 
believes that increased trade and the increased standard of living that accompanies trade are the most effective 
means to achieve these objectives.

“For the United States and U.S. agriculture to continue to be a player in the global marketplace, renewal 
of trade negotiating authority is imperative. NCBA will continue to work to urge the opening of new markers 
for U.S. beef, to ensm^e that existing trade agreements are enforced and to ensure that trade agreements are 
based on sound scientific principles. NCBA and the beef industry also will continue working to assure that tr ade 
agreements do not abdicate private property rights in the interest of international trade law.”

Iniriarp/t in 1898, the National Cattlemen’s Beef Association is the marketing organization and trade association for America's one 
million fanners and ranchers. With offices in Denver, Chicago and Washington, D.C., NCBA is a consumer-focused, 
produccr-diiccicd organualion representing Uie largest .segment of the nation’s food and fiber industry.

###

America's Cattle industry

Denver Washington D.C. Chicago
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TRADE NEGOTIATING AUTHORITY WOULD REDUCE TRADE BARRIERS

WASHINGTON, D.C., Sept. 18, 1997 - The Clinton administration’s proposal to renew negotiating 

authority for international trade agreements would give the United States the opportunity to reduce barriers in 

existing beef markets and gain access to new beef markets, the National Cattlemen’s Beef Association said today.

“NCBA supports proposed legislation to renew cooperation between Congress and the executive branch 

for negotiation and implementation of market-opening trade agreements,” said NCBA President-Elect Clark 

Willingham, Dallas, Texas.

Trade negotiating authority, which has been held by every president since 1974, allows the adminisn-ation 

to negotiate trade agreements in good faith by requiring Congress to vote them up or down rather than amending 

them.

NCBA urges support for trade agreements incorporating agriculture, including agreements that would:

• implement a veteiinary-equivalency agreement with China and gain meaningful access to the beef market in 

China,

• resolve differences in grade specifications and gain access to the beef market in Chile,

• continue the focus of the World Trade Organization to resolve the European ban on U.S. beef,

• eliminate state grading .systems that restrict access for U.S. beef in certain Mexican markets,

• fecilitate exports of U.S. feeder cattle to Canada with a minimum of testing and expense, and

• eliminate North American grain trade distortions.

“Negotiations conducted under the proposed authority should be for trade agreements, not social 

agreements,” Willingham said.

“The U.S. and other developed countries do have a responsibility to help developing countries increase 

standards of living and to help them resolve environmental problems. Increased trade and the increased standard
of living that accompanies trade are the most effective means to achieve these objectives.”

I
- more -

AMERICA'S Cattle industry

Denver Washlngtcn D.C. Chicago
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Trade Negotiating Authority Would Reduce Barriers -- Page Two

The administration earlier had been seeking controversial authority to include broad labor and 

environmental standards in trade negotiations, but instead submitted legislation which would only include the 

standards if they are directly related to trade.

“As urged by NCBA and other agricultural organizations last week, the administration remained 

pragmatic in their use of language regarding labor and environmental standards in an attempt to gain broad 

bipartisan support for fast-track negotiating authority,” Willingham said. “The proposed legislation is not over­

burdened with labor and environmental language.”

“NCBA and the beef industry will continue working to assure that trade agreements do not abdicate 

private property rights in the interest of international trade law,” he said. “While working to open new markets 

for U.S. beef, NCBA will continue work to ensure that existing trade agreements are enforced and to ensure that 

trade agreements are based on sound scientific principles.”

Initiated in 1898, the National Cattlemen's Beef Association is the marketing organization and trade 

association for America's one million cattle farmers and ranchers, With offices in Denver, Chicago and 

Washington, D.C., NCBA is a consumer-focu.sed, producer-directed organization representing the laigest 

segment of the nation's food and fiber industry.

-NCBA-
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National Pork 

Producers Council

For Immediate Release 
September 17. 1997

Contact Dorothea K. Vafiadis 
202-347-3600

NPPC Reiterates Its support for Fast-Track Negotiating Authority Renewal

Washington. D.C. - The National Pork Producers Council (NPPC) today 

reiterated its support for fast-track negotiating authority, one day after 

President Clinton presented his legislation to Congress asking for fast-track 

authority. Congress must renew fast-track authority in order for the United 

States to participate in upcoming international trade negotiations such as 

the so-called "agriculture 1999." which will permit U S. agriculture to 

continue to expand exports. Although agricultural groups have been pushing 

for a clean bill, this legislation does contain some labor and environment
provisions that the pork trade association said it can live with.

The U.S. pork industry has experienced rapidly growing exports as a 

result of the Uruguay Round Agreement and the NAFTA, and in order to 

continue that momentum, we need fast-track." said NPPC's President Jerry

King, a Victoria. 111.-based pork producer.
According to King. 96 percent of the world’s population is Irving

outside U.S. borders and experiencing rapid, economic growth. "The first 
thing that people do when they move up from poverty is upgrade their diets. 
Simply put. if we don’t get fast-track renewed. U.S. agriculture will lose 

billions of dollars."
If fast-track does not pass before Congress adjoirms this year. King 

said the poUttcal reaUly is that "the U.S. -will be forced to stand on the 

sidelines during the next century while the rest of the world continues to

conduct trade deals at record pace."
Fast-track will permit the U.S. Administration to negotiate 

i,.t>roational trade agreements by allowing Congress to vote yes or no while

more
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forfeiting Its right to offer amendments. Fast-track authority expired three 

years ago, and was used during the NAFTA and the Uruguay Round. Such 

trade Inltlattves have been very positive for the pork Industry, boosting the 

bottom line for pork producers last year by approximately $10 per head on 

cash hog prices. In 1996, the U.S. pork Industry exported mote than one 

btlUon dollars of pork for the first time, but King says that number will be 

slgniflcantty larger with further agricultural trade Uberallzation.
The National Pork Producers Covmcll Is a national association 

representing pork producers in 44 affiliated states who annually generate 

approximately $11 billion in farm gate sales. $64 billion in econoimc activity 

and employ 600.000 Americans from the farm through processing.



Agriculture OrgayitMtJons Supporting Fast-Track*
As of September 10, 1997

Agricultural Retailers Association 
American Crop Protection Association 
American Feed Industry Association 
American Horse Council 
American Meat Institute 
American Soybean Association 
Blue Diamond Growers 
Bunge Corporation 
Cargill. Inc.
ConAgra, Inc.
Continental Grain Company 
Com Refiners Association, Inc.
Farmland Industries, Inc.
The Fertilizer Institute 
International Dairy Foods Association 
Louis Dreyfus Corporation 
Miller’s National Federation 
National Broiler Council 
National Cattleman’s Beef Association 
National Com Growers Association 
National Food Processors Association 
National Diy Bean Council 
National Grange
National Grain and Feed Association
National Grain Sorghum Producers
National Grain Trade Council
National Pork Producers Council
National Oilseed Processors Association
National Sunflower Association
North American Export Grain Association
Northwest Horticultural Council
United Egg Association
United Egg Producers
U.S. Apple Association
U.S. Daily Ebcport Council
U.S. Feed Grains Council
U.S. Meat Export Federation
USA Poultry & Egg Export Council
USA Rice Federation

• Given that no legislation is submitted, these groups support the concept 
of fast-track. The majority of these organizations would clearly prefer a 

clean bill.
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Bonnie E. Raquet 
Vice President 

Washington-Corporate Relations
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September 18, 1997

Ms. Barbara Woolley 
Associate Director 
Office of Public Liason 
Room 122
Old Executive Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20502

Re: Presidential Trade Negotiating Authority

Dear Barbara:

Thank you for following up with your question on Cargill's position concerning 
the Fast Track legislation. As we discussed, Cargill supports broad trade 
negotiating authority for the president and we will be working toward that goal. 
Enclosed please find a copy of some of the printed materials Cargill is using in 
that effort. While we will not be not issuing a separate statement, these papers are 
being made widely available to Congressional members and their staffs, to our 
trade associations, through our employee network and to other organizations 
interested in freer trade.

Please let me know if you have any further questions.

Sincerely,

Bonnie E. Raquet

(herjasltrack, woolley 091897)



09/19/97 FRI 11:36 FAI @002

National Pork 

Producers CouncilProducers Council “■

nGWSrGiCxiSG
For Immediate Release 
September 17, 1997

Contact Dorothea K. Vafiadis 
202-347-3600

NPPC Reiterates Its support for Fast-Track Negotiating Authority Renewal

Washington. D.C. - The National Pork Producers Council (NPPC) today 

reiterated its support for fast-track negotiating authority, one day after 

President Clinton presented his legislation to Congress asking for fast-track 

authority. Congress must renew fast-track authority in order for the United 

States to participate in upcoming international trade negotiations such as 

the so-called ”agriculture 1999." which will permit U S. agriculture to 

continue to expand exports. Although agricultural groups have been pushing 

for a clean biU, this legislation does contain some labor and environment 
provisions that the pork trade association said it can Uve with.

“The U.S. pork industry has experienced rapidly growing exports as a 

result of the Uruguay Round Agreement and the NAFTA, and in order to 

continue that momentum, we need fast-track." said NPPC’s President Jerry

King, a Victoria. Ul.-based pork producer.
According to King. 96 percent of the world’s population is living 

outside U.S. borders and experiencing rapid, economic growth. "The first 
thing that people do when they move up from poverty is upgrade their diets. 
Simply put. if we don’t get fast-track renewed. U.S. agriculture will lose

billions of dollars."
If fast-track does not pass before Congress adjourns this year. King 

said the poUUcal reality Is that "the U.S. wUl be forced to stand on the 

sidelines dtaring the next century whUe the rest of the world continues to 

conduct trade deals at record pace,"
Fast-track will permit the U.S. Administration to negotiate

trade agreements by allowing Congress to vote yes or no while

more
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forfeiting Its rtght to offer amendments. Fast-track authority expired three 

years ago, and was used during the NAFTA and the Uruguay Round. Such 

trade Initiatives have been very positive for the pork Industry, boosting the 

bottom line for pork producers last year by approximately $10 per head on 

cash hog prices. In 1996. the U.S. pork industry exported more than one 

billion dollars of pork for the first time, but King says that number will be 

significantly larger with further agricultural trade Uberalizatlon.
The National Pork Producers CouncU Is a national association 

representing pork producers in 44 affiliated states who annually generate 

approximately $11 billion in farm gate sales. $64 billion in economic activity 

and employ 600.000 Americans firom the farm throu^ processing.
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* Initiated in 1898, 
NCBA is the
marketing 
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America’s one 

million cattle 

farmers and ranchers.

• The industry’s goal
is for consumers to
have a great beef 

experience — every 

time.

• Beef contributes 

significantly to 

healthful diets, 
providing essential 
amounts of protein, 
iron, zinc and B 

vitamins.

* Eighty percent of 

U.S. cattle
businesses have been 

in the same family 

for more chan 25 

years, with 10% over
100 years.
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National Cattlemen’s beef Association
1301 PennsylvanloAve.. ^V^' Suite #300 • \M3S^)(ngioa DC 20004 ■ 202-347-0228 • Far 202-A38-0607

Coniact; Julie J. Bousman (202) 347-0228

RENEWAL OF TRADITIONAL TRADING AUTHORITY 
Statement By Clark S. Wiliingham. President-Elect 

National Cattlemen’s Beef Association 
September 17,1997

“NCBA supports proposed legislation to renew cooperation between Congress and the executive branch 
for negotiation and implementation of raaiket-opening trade agreements. Without renewed negotiating authority 
many long-term trade objectives - reducing barriers in existing beef markets and gaining access to new beef 
markets — will not be possible.

“As urged by NCBA and other agricultural organizations last week, the Administration remained 
pragmatic about labor and environmental language in the legislation in an attempt to gain broad bipartisan 
suppon for fast-track negotiating authority. Coasequently, the proposed legislation is not over-burdened with 
labor and environmental language.

“NCBA believes that negotiations conducted under the proposed authority should be for trade 
agreements, not social agreements. The U.S. and other developed countries do have a responsibility to help 
developing countries increase standards of living and to help them resolve environmental problems. NCBA 
believes that increased trade and the increased standard of living that accompanies trade are the most effective 
means to achieve these objectives.

“For the United States and U.S. agriculture to continue to be a player in the global marketplace, renewal 
of trade negotiating authority is imperative. NCBA will continue to work to urge the opening of new markets 
for U.S. beef, to ensure that existing trade agreements are enforced and to ensure that trade agreements are 
based on sound scientific principles. NCBA and the beef industry also will continue working to assure that tiade 
agieements do not abdicate private property rights in the interest of international trade law.”

\mtiatfA iu 1898, the National Cattlemen's Beef Association is the marketing orgitnization and trade association for America's one 
million rarrlf fanners and ranchers. With offices in Denver, Chicago and Washington, D.C., NCBA is a consumer-focused, 
produccr-diiccicd organization representing the largest .segment of the nation's food and fiber industry.

###

America’s Cattle Industry

Denver wixNngton D.C. CNcago
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CONTACT: Julie J. Bousman (202) 347-0228
Andy Baumeit (303) 694-0305

jjb@beef.org
ab@beef.org

TRADE NEGOTIATING AUTHORITY WOULD REDUCE TRADE BARRIERS

WASHINGTON, D.C., Sept. 18, 1997 - The Clinton administration’s proposal to renew negotiating 

authority for international trade agreements would give the United States the opportunity to reduce barriers in 

existing beef markets and gain access to new beef markets, the National Cattlemen’s Beef Association said today.

“NCB A supports proposed legislation to renew cooperation between Congress and the executive branch 

for negotiation and implementation of market-opening trade agreements,” said NCBA President-Elca Clark 

Willingham, Dallas, Texa.s.

Trade negotiating authority, which has been held by every president since 1974, allows the adminisu-ation 

to negotiate trade agreements in good faith by requiring Congress to vote them up or down rather than amending 

them.

NCBA urges support for trade agreements incorporating agriculture, including agreements that would:

• implement a veteiinary-equivalency agreement with China and gain meaningful access to the beef market in 

China,

• resolve differences in grade specifications and gain access to the beef market in Chile,

• continue the focus of the World Trade Organization to resolve the European ban on U.S. beef,

• eliminate state grading .systems that restrict access for U.S. beef in certain Mexican markets,

• j^cilitate exports of U.S. feeder cattle to Canada with a minimum of testing and expense, and

• eliminate North American grain trade distortions.

“Negotiations conducted under the proposed authority should be for trade agreements, not social 
agreements,” WiUingham said.

“The U.S. and other developed countries do have a responsibility to help developing countries increase 

standards of living and to help them resolve environmental problems. Increased trade and the increased standard 

of living that accompanies trade are the most effective means to achieve these objectives.”

- more -
America's Cattle industry

Denver Washington O.C. Chicago
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Trade Negotiating Authority Would Reduce Barriers - Page Two

The adininistraiion earlier had been seeking controversial authority to include broad labor and 

environmental standards in trade negotiations, but instead subnoitted legislation which would only include the 

standards if they are directly related to trade.

“As urged by NCBA and other agricultural organizations last week, the administration remained 

pragmatic in their use of language regarding labor and environmental standards in an attempt to gain broad 

bipartisan suppon for fast-track negotiating authority ” Willingham said. “The proposed legislation is not over­

burdened with labor and environmental language.”

“NCBA and the beef industry will continue working to assure that trade agreements do not abdicate 

private propeny rights in the interest of international trade law,” he said. “While working to open new markets 

for U.S. beef, NCBA will continue work to ensure that existing trade agreements are enforced and to ensure that 

trade agreements are based on sound scientific principles.”

Initiated in 1898, the National Cattlemen's Beef Association is the marketing organization and trade 

a.ssociation for America s one million cattle farmers and ranchers, With offices in Denver, Chicago and 

Washington, D.C., NCBA is a consumer-focused, producer-directed organization representing the largest 

segment of the nation's food and fiber industry,

-NCBA-



Suite 1000 
not Fifteenth Street 

Washington. DC 20005 
202/785-3060 Fax 3034

Bonnie E Roquet 
Vice President 

Washington-Corporate Relations

BY HAND DELIVERY

September 18, 1997

Ms. Barbara Woolley 
Associate Director 
Office of Public Liason 
Room 122
Old Executive Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20502

Re: Presidential Trade Negotiating Authority

Dear Barbara:

Thank you for following up with your question on Cargill's position concerning 
the Fast Track legislation. As we discussed, Cargill supports broad trade 
negotiating authority for the president and we will be working toward that goal. 
Enclosed please find a copy of some of the printed materials Cargill is using in 
that effort. While we will not be not issuing a separate statement, these papers are 
being made widely available to Congressional members and their staffs, to our 
trade associations, through our employee network and to other organizations 

interested in freer trade.

Please let me know if you have any further questions.

Sincerely,

Bonnie E. Raquet

(her./asiirack. wooUey 0VI89 “)
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NORA’S STATEMENT ON FAST-TRACK

WILLIAM B. CAMPBELL Chairman

RICHARD GALLOWAY Chairman-elect

ALBERT J. AMBROSE 
Secrelary/Treasurer

JOHN BURRITT 
Immediate Past Chairman

SHELDON J. HAUCK President

LLEN F. JOHNSON 
.xecutive Vice President

September 10, 1997 Contact: Allen F. Johnson 
202/452-8040

The National Oilseed Processors Association (NOPA) supports 
approval of Fast-Track negotiating authority that is not encumbered by 
environmental, labor, or other issues. NOPA is a national trade 
association comprised of 14 regular and 24 associate member

process vegetable meals and oils from oilseeds 
NOPA s regular member firms process an estimated 1.4 billion

supporters of and advocates for greater trade liberalization. The Uruguay Round and the NAFTA 
were important steps in liberalizing agricultural trade. Both 
agreements resulted in important new market access opportunities for 
U.S. exports of oilseeds and oilseed products. However further 
progress needs to be made. High tariffs and other barriers continue 
to restrict our access in potentially large markets such as China and 
India^ In addition a number of countries are using market-distorting 
export practices that were not disciplined by the Uruguay Round
SthfmoSeS"' "®®"’’®

NOPA, as a member of the American Oilseed Coalition, has been
‘"*t‘^tive to eliminate 

practices in the oilseedsand oilseed products sector. Although the Uruguay Round 
implementing legislation gave the Administration the authority to 
continue negotiating trade liberalization in this sector, the LPF 
initiative would have a much greater chance of success in a 
negotiation that is broader based in terms of both country coverage 
and sectoral coverage. Fast-track authority is needed to successfully 
engage in broad-based, rnultilateral negotiations that will lead to 
greater liberalization for oilseeds and oilseed products, and for all of 
aQricuitur6.

The United States is in danger of being left behind in the regional and 
bi ateral free-trade agreements being negotiated throughout the 
Western Hemisphere. U.S. exports of oilseeds and oilseed products 
are disadvantaged by Western Hemisphere free-trade agreements 
that give some of our largest competitors preferential access to 
markets in which we could be competitive.

continued
(1929-1989) • NATIONAL SOYBEAN PROCESSORS ASSOCIATION



With the 1999 review and continuation process that is part of the 
WTO’s built-in agenda from the Uruguay Round, The Free Trade Area 
of the Americas, and APEC, U.S. agriculture is already facing an 
ambitious trade policy agenda. The United States not only has to get 
engaged in these trade negotiations, we have to take the lead in 
setting an agenda that will remove the remaining distortions to trade 
in agricultural
products. Some countries would like to leave agriculture out of future 
trade negotiations.

NOPA supports an agenda for trade negotiations that;

• ensures that agriculture is a full participant in any negotiation 
and moves forward in tandem with other sectors;

• requires any regional or bilateral free-trade agreement to result 
in the elimination of all trade barriers in agriculture by a date 
certain:

• emphasizes the importance of reducing tariffs and increasing 
minimum access levels; and

• allows developing countries a longer implementation period, 
but othenwise imposes the same disciplines on them as on 
developed countries.

P064
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NEWS RELEASE
For Immediate Release Contact: Janet Nuzum 

or Susan Ruland 
(202) 737-4332

IDEA Urges Renewal of Fast Track Negotiating Authority

(Washington, D.C. - Sept 10, 1997) Congress must renew fast-track authority if it wants the United 

States to have a strong role in international trade talks, and if it wants U.S. agricultural product export 
to continue to grow, the leading U.S. dairy processor trade association stated today.

“The U.S. dairy industry has a large stake in the ability to open foreign markets to U.S. dairy products 

and reduce trade-distorting subsidy practices around the globe. It is imperative that the United States 

play a leadership role in forging international trade rules, especially in the upcoming WTO 

negotiations on agriculture, scheduled to begin in 1999,” said Janet Nuzum, Vice President and 

Counsel of The International Dairy Foods Association (IDFA). “U.S. trade negotiators must have the 

support of fast-track in order to continue making progress in eliminating existing trade barriers -- and 

to prevent new ones from emerging in international markets for U.S. products.”

IDFA reiterated its support for fast-track today along with other members of a broad coalition of 

agriculture groups. President Clinton will kick-off his campaign for fast track authority later today.

Nuzum noted that without fast-track authority, the United States will hold a weaker presence at the 

upcoming WTO talks, which would allow the European Union to dominate these and other 

negotiations. The European Union has already captured substantial shares of world dairy trade 

through subsidies. For example, it currently holds 57% of world cheese trade, while the U.S. share is 

only 3%, due largely to Europe’s subsidy programs.

“The only way we can assure improved access for U.S. dairy products is to be a dominant force at the 

negotiating table,” Nuzum said. “That requires fast-track authority.”

1250 H St., NW, Suite 900, Washington, DC 20005 202«737«4332 FAX 202*331«7820
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U.S. dairy exports now exceed $740 million annually, but Nuzum says that number could be much, 
much greater if there were fewer barriers to trade. “With improved access to foreign markets, the U.S. 
dairy industry is well positioned to be a leading competitor in world dairy trade. New trade rules 

achieved in the GATT Uruguay Round, as well as U.S. farm policy changes embodied in the 1996 

FAIR Act, have given the U.S. dairy industry the opportunity and incentive to engage more actively in 

international markets,” she said. “Much more needs to be done, however, before international 
opportunities for the dairy sector are truly open and fair.”

In important regional markets around the world, U.S. opportunities are being lost as other countries 

move forward, forging trade arrangements that exclude, and even disadvantage, the United States, 
Nuzum said. Many of these markets, particularly in Latin America and Asia, have the fastest growing 

incomes and population growth, where opportunities for expanded sales of dairy products are greatest.

“We must arm U.S. negotiators with fast track authority so they can make sure that dairy markets 

around the world are open for the benefit of U.S. dairy producers, processors, and foreign consumers,” 

she said.

###

The International Dairy Foods Association is the Washington, DC-based organization representing the 
nation’s dairy processing and manufacturing industries. The IDFA is composed of three constituent 
organizations: Milk Industry Foundation (MIF), National Cheese Institute (NCI) and International Ice 
Cream Association (IICA). Activities range from legislative and regulatory advocacy to market research, 
education and training. MIF has 205 member companies that process 85 percent of the fluid milk and fluid 

milk products consumed nationwide; NCI has 95 member companies that manufacture 80 percent of the 
cheese consumed in the U.S.; and IICA has 170 member companies that manufacture and distribute an 

estimated 85 percent of the ice cream and ice cream-related products consumed in the United States. IDFA 
also provides management services for the American Butter Institute (ABI), which has 35 member firms.
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IDFA Urges Renewal of Fast Track Negotiating Authority

The International Dairy Foods Association (IDFA) is the leading U S. trade association 
representing more than 650 companies and organizations involved in the processing, manufacture, and 
marketing of dairy products. As an umbrella organization, IDFA is comprised of three constitutent 
associations -- the Milk Industry Foundation, the National Cheese Institute, and the International Ice 
Cream Association. IDFA member companies include a wide range of enterprises, from multinational 
corporations to small family businesses, proprietary firms to farmer cooperatives. They have more 
than 700 dairy-related facilities in 48 states across the United States. IDFA members account for 
approximately 85% of the $70 billion worth of dairy foods, including milk, milk products, yogurt, sour 
cream, cheese, ice cream and frozen novelties, consumed in the United States.

The U.S. dairy Industry produces high-quality, affordable, and safe dairy products for 
consumers, food service providers, and food manufacturers. New trade rules achieved in the GATT 
Uruguay Round as well as U.S. farm policy changes embodied in the 1996 FAIR Act, have given the 
U.S. dairy industry both the opportunity and incentive to engage more actively in international 
markets. U.S. dairy exports now exceed $740 million annually. Much more needs to be done, 
however, before international opportunities for the dairy sector are truly open and fair. With improved 
access to foreign markets, the U.S. dairy industry is well positioned to be a leading competitor in world 
dairy trade.

Reasons Why Fast-Track Renewal is Important

IDFA strongly supports renewal of fast track negotiating authority, in order to continue making 
progress in eliminating existing trade barriers and preventing new ones from emerging in international 
markets for U.S. dairy products.

Renewal of fast-track authority is critical for the United States to play a leadership role, which 
it must, in the upcoming WTO negotiations on agriculture, scheduled to begin in 1999. We cannot 
afford to allow the European Union, which has captured substantial shares of world dairy trade through 
subsidies (for example, 57% of world cheese trade), to dominate these negotiations. The only way we 
can assure improved access for U.S. dairy products is to be a forceful leader at the negotiating table. 
That requires fast track.

In important regional markets around the world, U.S. opportunities are being lost as other 
countries move forward, forging trade arrangements that exclude, and even disadvantage, the U.S. 
Many of these markets, particularly in Latin America and Asia, have the fastest growing incomes and 
population growth, where opportunities for expanded sales of dairy products are greatest. It is 
imperative that opportunities for the U.S. dairy industry to expand sales and market share in these 
emerging markets not be bypassed and captured by our foreign competitors. We must arm U.S. 
negotiators with fast track authority so they can make sure that d^iry markets around the world are 

open for the benefit of U.S. dairy producers, processors, andforeign consumers.

Contact: Janet A. Nuzum, Vice President and Counsel

1250 H St., NW, Suite 900, Washington, DC 20005 202«737*4332 FAX 202*331 *7820
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NATIONAL CORN GROWERS ASSOCIATION

E-mail; cominfo@ncga.com Website: http://www.ncga.com

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
September 10, 1997

Contact: Ellen Dougherty or Susan Keith 
(202) 628-7001

CORN GROWERS ENTHUSIASTICALLY SUPPORT FAST TRACK AUTHORITY 
Statement by National Corn Growers Association President Wallie Hardie

Good morning. My name is Wallie Hardie. I farm near Wahpeton, North Dakota, where I raise com, 
soybeans and sugar beets. I serve as President of the National Com Growers Association, which has 30,000 
members in 48 states. The NCGA’s mission is to create and increase opportunities for corn growers in a 
changing world and to enhance com utilization and profitability.

Specifically, we have set the aggressive goal of realizing a $40 billion corn crop by 2002. Quite simply, we 
cannot begin to achieve that level of growth without further trade liberalization. And without the leadership 
of the United States, we will not see meaningful reform of world trade in agricultural commodities. The 
Administration must have fast track negotiating authority to push our trading partners to remove trade 
barriers.

The U.S. com crop is the largest crop in the world. Because of our climate, infrastructure and technical 
know-how, the United States enjoys a tremendous advantage in the production of com. We also excel in 
corn-derived products such as sweeteners, as well as in meat, dairy and poultry products fed by corn. We 
have the capacity to increase exports of all of these products, but trade barriers preclude developing our full 
potential.

That is why the National Com Growers Association enthusiastically supports fast track authority. If our 
negotiators are not full participants in trade discussions, the trade climate for U.S. products will not improve. 
We need a strong commitment to emphasize agriculture in trade negotiations. Trade agreements must include 
market-expanding goals such as: 1) eliminating tariffs on agricultural products; 2) making the activities of 
state trading enterprises transparent and fair; and 3) precluding non-tariff barriers to the produets of 
biotechnology.

Ten years ago, the target price for corn was $3.03 per bushel, but producers had to idle 20 percent of their 
com base to participate in the program. Today, producers receive a market transition payment and are able to 
use their land to the greatest economic and agronomic advantage. As com farmers, we are now in a very 
different production and marketing environment. Our organization embraced this change, but with the 
expectation that Congress would support our efforts to develop global markets.

We have reformed farm policy. Now is the time to substantially reform trade in agricultural products. We 
must end protectionism that denies U.S. producers access to new and emerging markets. The first step 
towards that end lies with fast track.

m#
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ASA SUPPORTS RENEWAL OF FAST TRACK NEGOTIATING AUTHORITY

September 10,1997 -- Washington, D.C. -- American Soybean Association President Mark 
Berg today expressed the full support of U.S. soybean producers for renewing the 
Administration’s Fast Track negotiating authority for future trade agreements. “One of ASA’s 
top priorities is to gain greater access to foreign markets,” Berg stated during a press conference 
at the National Press Club. “This cannot happen without renewal of Fast Track authority.”

“Fully 50 percent of every soybean crop produced in this country is exported as whole soybeans, 
as protein meal and vegetable oil, or in the form of poultry or pork products,” the ASA President 
continued. “As world food needs double over the next 30 years, U.S. soybean producers are 
prepared to supply this increased demand — provided we have access to these growing markets.”

In granting Fast Track authority. Congress agrees in advance to consider trade agreements 
submitted by the Administration in their entirety, and without amendments. Other countries insist 
the U S. operate on this Fast Track basis so that final agreements are not “renegotiated” by the 
U.S. Congress. Every significant trade agreement concluded in recent years has been negotiated 
under Fast Track authority.

Berg, a soybean and corn farmer from Tripp, South Dakota, stated that “past trade agreements 
have been good for the U.S. soybean industry. Under NAFTA, sales of U.S. soybeans and soy 
products soared from $474 million in 1993 to $869 million in 1996 — an increase of 83 percent.” 
The ASA President added that “expanding NAFTA offers potential to tap other markets in Latin 
America.”

According to Berg, “for ASA, the Uruguay Round Agreement did not go far enough in 
liberalizing trade in the oilseed sector.” Among the deficiencies, Berg pointed out that “U.S. 
competitors are still allowed to indirectly subsidize vegetable oil and soybean meal exports,” and 
“import tariflFs in countries with major market potential have not been adequately reduced.” Berg 
stated that “our industry supports complete elimination of all export incentives and import tariflFs 
to create a Level Playing Field for oilseed trade.”

Another issue cited by the ASA President as a priority for future negotiations is trade in products 
of plant biotechnology. “In the past two years, U.S. farmers have become aware of both the 
benefits of new biotech soybean varieties and the challenges these new products face in gaining 
approval in some countries,” Berg said. “The development of global standards for trade in 
biotech products must be a key objective of the next round of negotiations under the World Trade 
Organization.”

Washington Office
1000 CONNECTICUT AVENUE, NW, SUITE 1106, WASHINGTON, DC 20036

PHONE: 202/371-5511, FAX: 202/331-7036 

http://www.oilseeds.org
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The ASA President emphasized that “none of these trade priorities can be developed without 
renewal of Fast Track authority.”

Soybeans accounted for 24 percent of all U.S. crop acres planted in 1996, and U.S. production 
represented 49 percent of the world’s soybeans. U.S. soybeans had a farmgate value of more than 
$16.9 billion lat year, while the value of U.S. soybean and soy product exports exceeded $9.1 
billion. This made soybeans the highest value U.S farm export in 1996.

ASA is a national, not-for-profit, grassroots membership organization with affiliate offices in 26 
states and overseas marketing offices in 14 countries. The Association develops and implements 
policies to increase the profitability of its members and the entire soybean industry.
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For more information, contact:

Mark Berg, ASA President Phone: (605) 935-6100 
Bob Callanan, ASA Communications Director 
Woodcrest Executive Drive, Suite 100, St. Louis, MO 63141 
Phoiie: (314) 576-1770, Fax (314) 576-2786
URL: http://www.oilseeds.org/asa/news.htm. E-mail bcallanan@soy.org



National Cattlemen*s Beef Association

1301 Pennsylvania Ave., NW, Suite #300 • Washington, DC 20004 • 202-347-0228 • Fax 202-638-0607
USA"

Contact; Julie J. Bousman 
Andy Baumeit

(202) 347-0228 
(303) 694-0305

FAST-TRACK NEGOTUTING AUTHORITY FOR TRADE 
Statement By Clark S. Willingham, President-Elect 

National Cattlemen’s Beef Association 
September 10,1997

“NCBA urges the administration to include strong language in fast-track legislation that provides for 
consultation with agriculture and to focus on gaining access to international beef markets: eliminating non-taioff 
ti'ade bai'riers, reducing existing tariffs and negotiating sanitary and phytosanitary' agreements based t)ii science.

“While the U.S. has been sitting on the sidelines due to lack of negotiating authority, Canada has 
negotiated ti'ade agreements with Chile and China; the EU has been very aggressive in developing ti'ade 
agreements in Latin America; and other competitors, including Austi'alia and New Zealand, have gained special 
ti'ading conces.sions.

“The international market is the future growth maj'ket for U.S. agricultural products, especially beef. 
During 1996. beef exports accounted for more than seven percent of total U.S. production and more than 12 
percent of beefs whole.sale value. The value of beef and beef variety meat exports totaled $3.05 billion with a 
U’ade suiplus of nearly $1.3 billion. As tariffs and non-tariff banners are eliminated in other countries, the U.S. 
beef industip will benefit, because it has more access to gain than it has to give.

“Without congressional approval of fast-track negotiating authority, reducing barriers in existing mai'kets 
and gaining access to new markets will not be po.ssible. Fast-track negotiating authority allows the 
admini,stration to negotiate a U'ade agreement without congre.ssional modification. Congress can either vote to 
approve or disapprove the agreement once it has been negotiated - fast track in no way guar'antees that an 
agreement will be approved. Fast U'ack .simply eliminates congressional ability to amend trade agreements and to 
slow their approval. Trading partners ai'e not willing to negotiate with the U.S. unless they are negotiating under 
fast track, because without it, the negotiating partners have no way of knowing to what they are agreeing.
NCBA supports fast-track negotiating authority.”

###

America’s Cattle Industry

Denver Washington D.C. Chicago



Statement by H.D. Cleberg, President an^ CEO, Farmland Industries, Inc.

Farmland Industries, Inc. is the largest farmer-owned cooperative in North America with 
over 1,400 local cooperative members, serving 500,000 farmer-rancher families in 22 
Midwestern states, Mexico and Canada. Also, more than 13,000 livestock producers are 
direct members of Farmland, marketing their hogs and cattle. It is this network of 
farmers, farmer-cooperatives and Farmland — and the many people who work for them 
— that make up the Farmland Cooperative System.

The future economic well-being of American agriculture is closely tied to our 
competitiveness in an expanding global market. The importance of trade to the future of 
American agriculture has been emphasized under the 1996 Farm Bill, with the reduction 
in support to producers from domestic farm programs. US producers now depend on 
exports for over 25 percent of gross receipts. This is anticipated to be 35 percent by 
2003.

In response to this globalization. Farmland Industries has developed business strategies 
that reflect a strong commitment to expanding world markets. The farmers and ranchers 
who own the Farmland System are very much involved in expanding international 
markets. In Mexico alone we have seen our trade, since NAFTA, grow from $50 million 
in 1992 to $450 million in 1996. We believe US policy must also be dedicated to the 
expansion of global markets.

Farmland finds that sanitary and phyto-sanitary non-tariff trade barriers, for meat and 
grain, are among the most important and prevalent of our concerns with respect to 
international marketing of Farmland products. Incidence and cost of problems related to 
these barriers, in addition to lost business, is increasing at an alarming rate. These 
barriers expose Farmland specifically and US agriculture in general to million of dollars 
of risk and lost trade.

Currently, other foreign countries (our competitors) are going forward with trade 
agreements among US markets in Latin America and the Pacific Rim. If this continues, 
the United States will be excluded. We must insure that all is done to allow US 
agricultural producers to compete.

The next round of global agricultural trade negotiations is scheduled to begin in 1999. 
The continued removal of tariff and non-tariff barriers to trade, so that new markets are 
opened and access is increased to existing markets, is of particular importance to 
American agriculture. In order to adequately prepare for and participate in these 
negotiations, US trade officials and US agriculture need fast track authority now.

The farmers and ranchers who own Farmland support fast track authority as a tool in the 
pursuit of trade liberalization. They clearly understand the importance of world trade to 
US agriculture’s continued growth.



National Cattlemen's Beef Association

1301 Pennsylvania Ave., NW, Suite #300 • Washingtan, DC 20004 • 202-347-0228 • Fax 202-638-0607
USA"

Contact: Julie J. Bousman 
Andy Baumert

(202)347-0228 
(303)694-0305

FAST-TRACK NEGOTIATING AUTHORITY FOR TRADE 
Statement By Clark S. Willingham, President-Elect 

National Cattlemen’s Beef Association 
September 10,1997

“NCBA urges the administration to include smong language in fast-track legislation that provides for 
consultation with agriculture and to focus on gaining access to international beef maj'kets; eliminating non-tariff 
made baj-riers, reducing existing tariffs and negotiating sanitary and phytosanitary agreements based on science.

“While the U.S. has been sitting on the sidelines due to lack of negotiating authority, Canada has 
negotiated trade agreements with Chile and China; the EU has been very aggressive in developing made 
agreements in Latin America; and other competitors, including Au.smalia and New Zealand, have gained .special 
fading concessions.

“The international market is the future growth market for U.S. agricultural products, especially beef. 
During 1996, beef exports accounted for more than seven percent of total U.S. production and more than 12 
percent of beefs whole.sale value. The value of beef and beef vaiiety meat expons totaled $3.05 billion with a 
trade suiplus of nearly $1.3 billion. As taiiffs and non-taiiff baniers are eliminated in other cotinmies, the U.S. 
beef industi-y will benefit becau.se it has more acce.ss to gain than it has to give.

“Without congre.ssional approval of fast-track negotiating authority, reducing bairiers in existing maiTets 
and gaining access to new' markets will not be possible. Fast-track negotiating authority allows the 
administration to negotiate a made agreement without congre.ssional modification. Congress can either vote to 
approve or di,sapprove the agreement once it has been negotiated - fa.st track in no way guarantees that an 
agreement will be approved. Fa.st track .simply eliminates congre,ssional ability U) amend made agreements aid to 
slow/ then- approval. Trading partners am not willing to negotiate with the U.S. unless they are negotiating under 
last mack, becau.se without it. the negt)tiating patners have no way of knowing to what they are agreeing.
NCBA supports fast-track negotiating authority.”

###

America’s Cattle Industry

Denver Washington D.C. Chicago



National Pork Produoers Council
Washington Office
122 C Street, N.W., Suite 875 
Washington, D.C. 20001 
(202) 347-3600 
FAX (202) 347-5265

Remarks by NPPC President Jerry King 
on Fast-Track Negotiating Authority 
Wednesday, September 10, 1997

I am Jerry King a Victoria, Illinois-based pork producer-owner and general 
manager of a 2,500 sow farrow-to-finish operation. I have been raising hogs 
on my 1200-acre family farm since 1958. I am current president of the 
Nabonal Pork Producers Council. I am pleased to have this opportunity to 
speak to you all on behalf of U.S. pork producers to express our support for 
fast-track negotiabng authority.

I am proud and honored to announce that later today I will be joining a 
number of other representatives of U.S. agriculture and business at the 
White House with the President for a kickoff of the fast-track initiative.
Pork producers applaud the President for his action on this important trade 
matter, which is cribcally important to the U.S. pork industry and 
fundamentally important to the ability of the U.S. to compete and win in the 
global market as we enter the next century. We call on the Administration 
and the Congress to work quickly in order to pass legislation that will renew 
fast-track negotiating authority.

The U.S. pork industry has reaped tremendous benefits from recent trade 
agreements. Since 1995, when the Uruguay Round Agreement went into 
effect. U.S. pork exports to the world have increased by approximately 45 
percent in volume terms and 75 percent in value terms from 1994 levels. 
The U.S. pork industry exported over one billion dollars of pork for the first 
time in 1996. We anbcipate explosive export growth to continue in 1997.

U.S. pork exports to Mexico sky-rocketed in 1994 when NAFTA went into 
effect. Even with the devaluation of the peso, U.S. pork increased market 
share in Mexico. This would not have happened without NAFTA. U.S. pork 
now has over 95% of the Mexican pork import market and in 1996 Mexico 
was the pork industry's second most important market behind Japan in 
terms of value.

Like other American pork producers, my family has benefitted from these 
trade agreements through strong and growing exports. The boost in exports 
over the past several years has been fundamental to the economic health of 
our business. Last year global trade boosted the bottom line for all pork 
producers as exports added an esbmated $10 per head to cash hog prices.

The continued growth and profitability of U.S. agriculture is inextricably

National Headquarters
P.O. Box 10383 • Des Moines, Iowa 50306 USA • (515) 223-2600 • FAX (515) 223-2646

The Other 
White Meat;



linked to continued trade liberalization. That’s why pork producers are 
ardent supporters of the renewal of fast-track negotiating authority. Later 
today, we will unleash 300 producers on Capitol Hill to lead the charge on 
fast-track.

I recognize that while the U.S. agricultural export performance has been 
good, foreign trade barriers and other factors continue to prevent us from 
realizing our potential in international markets. Based upon the annual 
foreign market barrier reports prepared by the office of the U.S. Trade 
Representative, it appears that about half of all foreign trade barriers are in 
the agricultural sector. The Foreign Agricultural Service estimates that 
agricultural exports are reduced by $4.7 billion annually by unjustifiable 
sanitary and phytosanitary measures alone. But these problems must not 
undermine agriculture's support for fast-track. Indeed, 1 believe these 
issues compel us to support fast-track so that we can find effective remedies 
to these outstanding problems.

Secretary Glickman has said "either we export or we die." I couldn’t agree 
more with him. In the U.S. economy at large, agriculture was the number 
one posiUve contributor to the U.S. trade balance in 1996. American 
agriculture is more than twice as reliant on foreign trade as the U.S. 
economy as a whole, with exports currently accounting for an estimated 30 
percent of agriculture’s cash receipts. We have a mature market for pork 
and other agricultural products in the United States. However, the other 
96% of the world, which lives outside our borders, is experiencing rapid 
economic growth. The first thing that people do when they move up from 
poverty is upgrade their diets. Simply put. if we don’t get fast-track 
renewed, U.S. agriculture will lose billions of dollars in the short term and 
in the long run we risk losing our comparative advantage.

The next round of global agricultural trade negotiations is scheduled to 
begin in 1999. Removing tariff and non-tariff barriers to trade — helping to 
open new markets and gain increased access to existing markets — is 
critical for U.S. pork producers. If the United States is not leading the 
charge in 1999, at best, nothing will happen which means that U.S. 
agriculture will lose billions of dollars of potential sales. At worst, the EU 
and other countries will build momentum for initiatives hostile to U.S. 
agriculture such as weakening the Sanitary and Phytosanitaiy Agreement. 
Adequate preparation for and participation in these negotiations require the 
renewal of fast-track authority now.

Fast-track authority is also needed so that the U.S. can pursue trade 
liberalization with our western hemisphere neighbors and the 18 member 
countries of the Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation forum (APEC). The U.S. 
pork industry is disadvantaged by the failure of the United States to keep up 
with the pace of trade agreements in the western hemisphere. The rapidly 
expanding Brazilian pork industry - a key competitor to the U.S. industry - 
now has preferential access into many markets to the detriment of U.S. 
producers. Canada, another significant competitor, has gained preferential



access into Chile through a free trade agreement. With respect to the APEC 
nations, these countries will experience the majority of the world's 
population and income growth in the next 8 to 10 years, passing through 
the middle ranges of per capita income where the shift in dietaiy patterns is 
particularly pronounced. Yet, it is precisely these same countries which 
lack surplus food producing resources. The Food and Agricultural Policy 
Research Institute (FAPRI) projects that Chinese pork consumption will 
increase by over 23 percent, approximately 8 million metric tons, in the 
next ten years. Pork consumption is forecast to increase rapidly in many of 
the other APEC nations but, like China, most of these countries place 
significant restrictions on pork imports.

In sum, fast-track authority will facilitate further multilateral, regional, and 
bilateral trade agreements which will spur exports and keep U.S. agriculture 
healthy and profitable.
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Peter O’Keefe 08/04/97 01:03:48:1
PKT

Record Type: Record

Barbara D. Woolley/WHO/EOP

cc:
Subject: fast track issue mtgs

FYI - Farmland Industries in Kansas City met with Mack. 
------------------------ Forwarded by Peter O'Keefe/WHO/EOP on 08/04/97 12:46 PM •

Friendly ____

Record Type: Record

To: Peter O'Keefe/WHO/EOP

cc:
Subject: fast track issue mtgs 

Peter,

In planning the WH mtgs on fast track with various issue groups, please make sure to include Farmland 
Industries, based in Kansas City. They have indicated to Mack a willingness to be very supportive.

Their Wash rep is Scott Shearer at (202) 783 - 5330. He and I have talked about trying top arrange a trip 
by Mack to KC to push fast track.

Also, after seeing todays ad in the Wash Post (pg. A 18), I am sure you'll include American International 
Group in your list of supporters.

Thanks

Andrew
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USDA U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

Telephone (202) 720-3631 Fax (202) 720-5437

FAX COVER SHEET 

DATE: K nil
NUMBER OF PAGES S INCLUDING COVER SHEET

?CrrC^ [aJ g>of/-PLEASE DELIVER TO:

FAX NUMBER:! 

FROM:

PHONE NUMBER:! )

MESSAGE:

□ Dan Glickman, Secretary

□ John Gibson, Special Assistant

□ Greg Frazier, Chief of Staff

□ Miguel Gonzalez, Executive Assistant

□ Reba Pittman Evans, Deputy Chief of Staff, Internal Affairs 
^!^atrick Steel, Deputy Chief of Staff, External Affairs

□ Paul Drazek, Special Assistant for Policy

□ Anne Kennedy, Special Assistant for Policy

□ Eric Olsen, Specul Assistant for Policy

□ Janet Potts, Counsel to the Secretary
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Victoria Radd 
08/06/97 09:59:30 AM

Record Type: Record

Barbara D. Woolley/WHO/EOP

cc:
Subject: Re: Fast Track - Ag Groups H)

Also, we should include Peter Sher and Bob Novick from USTR (if possible). And please inform Tony 
Blinken and David Leavy (if they have an interest) that they are welcome to sit in.

Many thanks, 
V.
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FAX NUMBER: ( PHONE NUMBER:i___ )_

FROM: □ Dan Glickman, Secretary

□ John Gibson, Special Assistant

□ Greg Frazier, Chief of Staff

□ Miguel Gonzalez, Executive Assistant

□ Reba Pittman Evans, Deputy Chief of Staff, Internal Affairs 

'^0^>ATRicK Steel, Deputy Chief of Staff, External Affairs

□ Paul Drazek, Special Assistant for Policy

□ Anne Kennedy, Special Assistant for Policy

□ Eric Olsen, Speoal Assistant for Policy

□ Janet Potts, Counsel to the Secretary
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FAX COVER SHEET 
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FAX NUMBER; ( ) PHONE NUMBER; ( )

FROM: □ Dan Glickman, Secretary
□ John Gibson, Special Assistant

□ Greg Frazier, Chief of Staff

o Miguel Gonzalez, Executive Assistant

□ Reba Pittman Evans, Deputy Chief of Staff, Internal Affairs 

po^ATRiCK Steel, Deputy Chief of Staff, External Affairs

□ Paul Drazek, Special Assistant for Policy

□ Anne Kennedy, Special Assistant for Policy

□ Eric Olsen, Special Assistant for Policy 

n Janet Potts, Counsel to the Secretary
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Presidential Reeords Aet -144 U.S.C. 2204(a)]
RESTRICTION CODES

Freedom of Information Aet -15 U.S.C. 552(b)|

PI National Security Classified Information 1(a)(1) of the PRAj 
P2 Relating to the appointment to Federal office 1(a)(2) of the PRAj 
P3 Release would violate a Federal statute 1(a)(3) of the PRAj 
P4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential commercial or 
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PRM. Personal record misfile defined in accordance with 44 U.S.C. 
2201(3).

RR. Document will be reviewed upon request.

b(l) National security classified information 1(b)(1) of the FOIA] 
b(2) Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of 

an agency 1(b)(2) of the FOIA]
b(3) Release would violate a Federal statute 1(b)(3) of the FOIA] 
b(4) Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial 

information 1(b)(4) of the FOIA] 
b(6) Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of 

personal privacy 1(b)(6) of the FOIA] 
b(7) Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement 

pnrposes 1(b)(7) of the FOIA]
b(8) Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of 

financial institutions 1(b)(8) of the FOIA] 
b(9) Release would disclose geological or geophysical information 

concerning wells 1(b)(9) of the FOIA]



MAILMGT @ A1
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Record Type: Record

Barbara D, Woolley

(

c) l(,

C

To: 

cc:
Subject: CONFIRMATION. APPT, REQUEST FOR WOOLLEY, .BARBARA D

FROM; WAVES OPERATIONS CENTER - AGO: !| .lEil

Date; 08-15-1997 
Time; 15:00:44

This message serves as confirmation of an appointment for the 
visitors listed below.

Appointment With; 
Appointment Date: 
Appointment Time: 
Appointment Room: 
Appointment Building:

WOOLLEY, BARBARA D 
8/18/97 
11:00:00 AM 
180 

OEOB
Appointment Requested by; WOOLLEY BARBARA D.
Phone Number of Requestor; 62155^_^_______
WAVES APPOINTMENT NUMB^: U64872 A

If you have any questions regarding this appointment, 
please call the WAVES Center at 456-6742 and have the 
appointment number listed above available to the 
Access Control Officer answering your call.

★************A***<^*********************************************************

TOTAL NUMBER OF NAMES SUBMITTED FOR ENTRY : 6 
TOTAL NUMBER OF NAMES OF CLEARED FOR ENTRY; 6

^,**k*^^**^i*^•*^l*****■k*»l*******^^* ‘̂**************** ******’**•*•*******************

BARRMD, TERRY 
KEITH, SUSAN 
LAMBERT, CHARLES 
MAGUIRE, ALFRED 
SHEARER. SCOTT 
TANK, AL

:fe|.'V --y ■
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National Pork Producers Council 

122 C Street, NW. Suite 875 

Washington, D.C. 20001

•••IMPORTANT CONTIDENTIALnY NOTICE”*
This FAX communication Is Intended only for the use of the individual to whom it is addressed 
and may contain information that is proprietary, confidential or privileged. If you are not me 
intended recipient (or an employee or agent responsible for delivering this conmumcation to 
the intended recipient), you are hereby notified that any dissemlnaUon, (^tnbutlon. or 
copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this coinmunicaaon 
in error, please notify the sender immediately by telephone and return it to the sender by mail. 
Sender will reimburse you for any expense Incurred. Tliankyou

Facsimile Transmission
August 21,1997—6:36 pm

Attention: Barbara Woolley

Conipan]^:
Telephone #;

Fax#: 456-6218, 456-6682
Subject: Washington Rep's Fast-Track List

Sender: Nick Giordano

Sender Telephone #: 202-347-3600
Sender Fax#: 202-347-5265

You should receive 9 page(s), including this cover sheet. If 
you do not receive all the pages, please call the number above.

Comments: See attached.
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National Pork Producers Council 

122 C Street, NW, Suite 875 

Washington, D.C. 20001

“•IMPORTANT CONnDENTIALrnr NOTICE***This FAX communication Is intended only for the use of the individual to whom It Is addressed 
and may contain Information that is proprietary, confidential or privileged. If you are not the 
intended recipient (or an employee or agent responsible for delivering this communication to 
the Intended recipient), you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution, or 
copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication 
in error, please notify the sender immediately by telephone and return it to the sender by mail. 
Sender will reimburse you for any expense incurred. Thank you

Facsimile Transmission
August 21,1997—8; 14 pm

Attention: Barbara Woolley
Company:

Telephone #:
Fta#: 456-6218. 456-6682

Subjeet:

Sender: Nick Giordano
Sender Telephone #: 202-347-3600 

Sender Fax #: 202-347-5265

You should receive 1 page(s). including this cover sheet. If 
you do not receive all the pages, please call the number above.

Comments: I noticed an error in my earlier fax. Patrick Boyle from the
American Meat Institute should get the invite he runs the^ffice. Len 
Condon does the trade work.

■ Gb'\
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street. NW. Suite i 
Washington, D.C. 20001

sen..

Facsimile Transmission
August 25,1997—10:40 am

Attention: Barbara Woolley
Company:

Telephone #: 456-2930
Fhx#; 456-6218 

Subject: Fast-Track

Sender 

Sender Telephone # 

Sender Fax #

Nick Giordano 

202-347-3600 

202-347-5265

of c^efl^rwak'^^r of USA RIce Federation^
'give you two names. Ralph Newman is^Sin^ meetings I am going to
the organization while they iSra new
gener^ljMnterface with on trade ^ ^ /



09/03/97 WED 16:34 FAX 202 783 3457 NAT’L PORK
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0001

or Washington, D.C. 20001
The Other 
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the intended recipient). If you have received this communication

b
D ;

M

Facsimile Transmission
September 3,1997—4:35 pm

Attention: Barbara Woolley

Company:
Telephone #:

paz #: 456-6218
Subject:

Sender: Nick Giordano
Sender Telephone #: 202-347-3600

Sender Fax #: 202-347-5265

SiJSf.sSTdiysi 5ra,“£=^£»'
The foUo»ing are the nam« of the Producer Presidents that you wanted:

. National C^^n’a 202)^-628-7Ml_ _ ^y-7 /

^ 1 SMiTiTiS-'C .»»
Mark Berg
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••important CONripENTlAlOT ^yiotd it Is addressed
This FAX communication is Intended only lor “f^HentiaJ or privileged. If you are not the 
and may contain information that fo? dellvSng this communication to
intended recipient (or an anVd^ distribution, or
Se intended recipient), you Tyouhave received this conmnmlcaOon

Facsimile Transmission
Septembers. 1997^:35 pm

Attention: Barbara Woolley
Company:

Telephone #:
Flax#: 4S6-6218

Subject:

Sender: Nick Giordano
Sender Telephone #: 202-347-3600

Sender Fax #: 202-347-5265

fouovrtng are the nam» of *e^o^ Presidents that you wanted:
National Ph: 202^628-7001_ 7 /

^ 1. Wally Hardy [until Sept. 30. 1997)
^ 2. Ryland Utlaut (Oct 1. 1997- Sept. 30. 1998)

American Soybean Association. Ph; 202-331-7373 

Mark Berg
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National Pork Produceis Council 

122 C Stieet. NW, Suite 87S 

Washington, D.C. 20001

“TMPCiRIAIiT CONFJDEKTIALnTIIOTlCB—
This FAX communication Is intended only for the use of the individual to whom It Is addressed 
and may contain information that is proprletaiy. confidential or privileged. If you are not the 
intended recipient (or an employee or agent responsible for deUverlng this communication to 
the intended recipient), you are hereby notified that any dLwTninaMrm, distribution, or 
copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication 
In error, please notify the sender immediately by telephone and return it to the sender by mall. 
Sender will reimburse you for any expense Incurred. Thank you

Facsimile Transmission

Attention: 

Company: 

Telephone #: 
Fax#: 

Subject:

Sender 

Sender Telephone # 

Sender Fax #
202-347-3600
202-347-5265

You should receive ___ page(s), including this cover sheet. If
you do not receive all the pages, please call the number above.

Comments:
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09/04/97 THU 12:19 FAX 1^001

4or
The Other 
White Meat

National Pork Producers Council 
122 C Street, NW. Suite 875 

Washington, D.C. 20001

••H4PORTANT CONFIDENTIALnT NOTICE***
This FAX communication is Intended only for the use of the Individual to whom It Is addressed 
and may contain information that Is proprletaiy, confidential or privileged. If you are not the 
Intended recipient (or an employee or agent responsible for delivering this communication to 
the Intended recipient), you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution, or 
copying of this communication Is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication 
In error, please notify the sender immediately by telephone and return it to the sender by mall. 
Sender will reimburse you for any expense incurred. Thank you

Facsimile Transmission

Attention: 

Company: 

Telephone #: 
Fax#: 

Subject:

September 4,1997—12:20 pm 

Barbara Woolley

456-6218

Sender: 
Sender Telephone #: 

Sender Fax #:

Nick Giordano 

202-347-3600 

202-347-5265

You should receive _1_ page(s), including this cover sheet. If 
you do not receive all the pages, please the number above.

The following person has asked to be included at the Briefing: 

Kathryn Metz. American Cotton Shippers Assn.

I hope you can accommodate her. Thanks.

Clinton Library Photocopy



iy-08-9i 03:42PM FROM FAS LEGIS/APAC ATAC TO 94566218 POOl/OOT

FOREIGN AGRICULTURE SERVICE 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

To: FAX # Telephone #

FROM: Hci. rer4 i 5 V-

Legislative Affairs,Room 5065-S 
Washington,D.C. 20250

FAX # Telephone i

(202)720-8097 (202)720-6829

SUBJECT:

COMMENTS:

REGARDS.

PAGE 1/ 8
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FOREIGN AGRICULTURE SERVICE 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

FAX. # Telephone #

FEOM: J , j

Legislative Affairs,Room 5065-s 
vraslilngton,D.C. 20250

FAX # Telephone #

(202)720-8097 (202)720-6829

SUBJECT:

COMMENTS:

REGARDS.

PAGE 1/ II '



09/09/97 TUE 13:41 FAX 202 783 3457 NAT'L PORK ®001

or
The Other 
White Meat

National Pork Producers Council 

122 C Street, NW. Suite 875 

Washington, D.C. 20001

••IMPORTANT CONriDENTIALnY NOTICE***
This FAX communication Is Intended only for the use of the tadlvidu^ to JJ;
and may contain information that Is proprletaiy. confidential or privileged. If you ^ not the

Sender will reimburse you for any expense incurred. Thank you

Facsimile Transmission
September 9,1997—1:41 pm

Attention: Barbara Woolley
Company: The White House

Telephone #:
Fax#: 456-6218

Subject: Requested Info

Sender: Nick Giordano
Sender Telephone #: 202-347-3600

Sender Fax #: 202-347-5265

You should receive 2 page(s). including this cover sheet. If 
you do not receive all the pages, please call the number above.

Comments:

Barbara-
Here is a description of our organization in the first paragraph of the 

attached one-pager on fast track.

Please let me know if you need more.

Thanks.
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American Soybean 
Association

Fax Cover Sheet
DATE: Q'Q-Q'l

TO: 'Rn.rinn vn Ulnnl^fp PHONE:
FAX: U^-/nZlR

FROM: PHONE;
FAX;

CC;

Number of pages including cover sheet;_______2-

Message:_______

Washington Office
1000 CONNHCTiniIT awrmiic m\a/ ci hxc

PHONE: 202/371-5511. FAX: 202/331-7036



09/09/97 TUE 08:26 FAX 314 275 7061 NCGA ®001

NATIONAL 

CORN GROWERS 

' SSOCIATION

CORN FAX

1000 Executive Pkwy.
Suite 105 

St. Louis, MO 63141

Phone: (314) 275-9915 
Fax: (314) 275-7061 

E-Mail: corninfo@ncga.com 
Web Site: www.ncga.com

TO: Barbara Wooley
The White House - Public Liaison

FROM: Kevin Aandahl, Director of Communications

DATE: Septembers, 1997

RE: NCGA Background Statement

If transmission problems occur, contact: 

MESSAGE:

Number of pages including cover;

Susan Keith in our Washington office asked me to send you a brief background statement on our 
jrganization. Hopefully, the following wili suffice:

The National Corn Growers Association actively represents the interests of producers of the nation’s 
top grain crop. This organization’s membership includes nearly 30,000 corn growers in 48 states and 
42 affiliated state corn grower organizations. NCGA’s mission is to create and increase opportunities 
for corn growers in a changing world and enhance corn utilization and profitability.

Here’s the FAX: Corn is the major feed grain grown by farmers in the U.S., 
leading all other crops in both value and volume of production.

Corn is also a major component in many food items like cereals, peanut butter and snack foods.



SEP 09 ’97 11:47 FR FRRMLnND IND. INC. 202 7S3 4381 TO 4566218 P.01/01

Farmland
Fannland Indusuies, Inc.
Suite 520 East
1100 New York Avenue. N.W. 
Washington. D.C.2D0D5 
Telephone; 202 783-5330 
Facsimile; 202 783-4381

TO:

FACSIMILE #: 

FROM:

Government Relations

FACSIMILE TRANSMITTAL FORM

Barbara Wooley

456-6218

P. Scott Shearer 
Director National Relations

DATE: September 9, 1997

NUMBER OF PAGES INCLUDING TfflS COVER PAGE:

SPECIAL NOTES: Farmland Industries, Inc.

Farmland Industries, Inc., Kansas City, Mo., is the largest farmer-owned cooperative 
in North America and one of the top 200 Fortune 500-listed companies. In 1996, 
company sales of $9.8 billion encompassed all 50 states and 74 countries, including 
$3.2 billion in meat products and $3.5 billion in grain. Focused on meeting the 
needs of its half million fanner-owners in the U.S., Canada and Mexico, Farmland is 
a highly diversified company widi major business lines in crop production products, 
livestock feeds, petroleum, grain processing and marketing, and the processing and 
marketing of pork and beef products.

OUR FACSIMILE NO. IS 202/783-4381

Please Advise If You Have Any Problems Receiving This Transmission
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TIk' Irishniim, as Williani Hull<!r Yeats 
wrote, lias “an aliiclinn sense of tragedy 
which sustains him thmngh lemfiorary pe­
riods of joy." If polilic:il patties were na- 
tioiiidities, the Democrats would belrisli.

For Democnits, joyful over tlu' schisms 
plaguing Republicans, there is a looming 
calamity: the fiist-track initiative Presi­
dent Clinton will piopose in September to 
give him authority to negotiiite free-trade 
agreements.

There are two.realities here; One, fast- 
track is essentiiil if the IJ.S. is to continue 
to play a leading role in the globtil econ­
omy: but two, it will seriously exacerbate 
fault lines within the Democratic Party. It 
is a foregone conclusion that a decisive ma­
jority of congressional Democrats will vote 
against the president; the ensuing tensions 
will make it considerably harder for them 
to win hack control of Congress in 1998.

Politics & People
By Albert R. Hunt

The fast-track legislation would simply 
give the president the authority to negoti­
ate trade agreements, whether bilateral 
deals with Chile and South Africa or sec- 
torai pacts in areas like agriculture and fi­
nancial services. These treaties then 
would be brought back to Congress for up- 
or-down approval but couldn’t be amended 
or changed.

Without fast-track, any trade pact 
would become a special-interest bazaar in 
the legislative branch. When >Cohgress 
started to reject portions of trade agree­
ments a quarter-century ago, this proce­
dure was necessitated. Such authority ex­
pired several years ago, and without it, 
any major trade deals are impossible.

As right as it is on the merits, the poli­
tics of fast-track are dicey. The .opposition 
will include labor, many environmental­

ists, the Pul Ruch;m;m-led economic n:i- 
tioimlists :md Ross Perot.

Despite the strong economy, the pid)lic 
is skeidical of unfettered free trade. In this 
week's Wall Street .lournal/NBC News 
poll, respondents by a stunning 2-to-l mar­
gin opposed giving the president fast-track 
authority.

Some of this is a residual effect of the 
199;i Noith America Free Trade Agree­
ment. U.S. Tratle Representative Charlene 
Barshefsky, in laying the gioundwork for 
fast-track legislation, has talked to more 
than 175 members of Congress, and practi­
cally every one offers a Nafta horror story 
of some plant that moved or jobs that were 
lost. Actually, much of this is exagger­
ated; Nafta hasn’t yet produced some of 
the benefits proponents promised, but nei­
ther has it caused the ills critics claim.

But the White House wili try strenu­
ously to divorce fast-track from these 
Nafta perceptions. “We won’t fight this on 
the Nafta battleground," says Victoria 
Radd, a top White House aide who has 
been detailed to the fast-track fight. “We 
will fight it on the future battleground.” 
Similarly, Ambassador Barshefsky says; 
"To say that fast track is Nafta ignores the 
necessity for U.S. leadership in the global 
economy."

But no matter how the argument is 
framed, it splits the Democratic party. It’s 
a little bit of the New Democrat vs. Old De­
mocrat schism. But more than that, it re­
flects different constituencies-the more 
traditional and usually industrial districts 
vs. higher-tech, cutting-edge sectors of the 
economy.These splits will be symbolized today. 
The president will meet with several dozen 
House Democrats at the White House to 
pitch fast track. At about the same time, a 
few hundred yards away in the AFL-CIO 
building, the top labor chieftain, John 
Sweeney, will convene a meeting of lead­
ing legislative, political and media offi­
cials from major unions to map an anti­
fast-track strategy.

It also goes to the politics of ’2000. Leal 
ing the fight against fast track will it 
House Minority Leader Dick Gephardt (I. 
Mo.). Within the administration sits an m 
comfoitable Vice President Albert Goe 
who knows the issue is going to cause hm 
grief with core constituencies.

Mr. Gephardt has tried to persuade he 
administration to water down any recimst 
for fast-track authority, in order to linit 
the political fallout; even free-trade )e- 
mocrats like California’s Vic Fazio hive 
voiced concern to both Mr. Gephardt md 
the White House over the likely poliical 
damage. But Clinton operatives are con-

Uphill Track ]
: President Clinton will ask Congress It gire 

him •‘fast-track" authority to negoliali mae 
tree trade agreements. This would mean hat 
once the negotiations are completed. 
Congress would lake an up-or-dawn vole, 
but not make any amendments or changes 
Do you lavor or oppose this?

■ FAVOR
161V.

Poll taken July 26-28,1997.

'HIE WALL STREET J0DRNAL //VBC NEWS pcll

temptuous of Mr. Gephardt’s motives, 
charging he only advances thinly dis­
guised protectionist pitches that the presi­
dent finds unacceptable.

The administration plans an aliout 
push. It has hired an outside lobbyist M di­
rect the campaign; the top cabinet officials 
will be actively engaged this fall; ant it 
has enlisted two highly resourceful fomer 
members of congress. Republican Vin V/e- 
ber and Democrat Tom Downey, a close 
confidant of Mr. Gore.

The battle will be waged first in tie 
House, where Republicans publicly insist 
the White House must deliver 90 Demcc-

rats-privately, that number is more like 
70-out of the 2t)t; total House Democrats. 
But according to a reliable Democratic 
strategist, there are currently fewer than 
GO Democratic votes for fast-track. At a 
White House meeting last week. Rep. 
Charles Rangel of New York, the ranking 
Democrat on the Ways :uul Means com­
mittee, pointedly warned the luesident he 
has to do more for workers displaced by 
trade pacts.

Other concessions may prove very elu­
sive. The Nafta side agreement on labor 
and environment has proven toothless. 
Leading congressional Republicans now 
insist on going the other way, telling the 
White House there must be language that 
makes it clear that any trade negotiations 
involving labor and environmental mat­
ters will be very limited.

“If the president tries to cater to Dick 
Gephardt and John Sweeney, he’s not go­
ing to get fast-track, " bluntly warns Rep. 
David Dreier (R., Calif.), a key GOP trade 
strategist.

In the end, the president will probably 
succeed. Despite public opinion and formi­
dable ofiposition, presidents almost invari­
ably win major foreign policy and trade 
initiatives. Moreover, for all the rhetoric of 
labor, the pro-trade business community 
has more resources. And there would be 
consequences if fast-track fails. Trade ne­
gotiations would continue without the 
U.S.; only recently Canada cut a deal with 
Chile.

Moreover, as the president showed in 
the recently completed budget deal, 
when he needlessly caved in on some tax 
provisions in order to get a quick deal- 
to clear the decks for fast-track this; 
fall-he often prefers dealing with Re-^ 
publicans. Thus, the likely final resolu-. 
tion-another second-term victory for the 
White House that virtually assures con­
tinued GOP control of the House in 
1998-is a bargain to which Bill Clinton 
and congressional Republicans are grow­
ing accustomed.



ters to the Editor
1

iomething's Out There, Somewhere
I When I was young my cousin explained 
Ime that the Dow had just gone above 600 
' the first time in history, and that we 

.were lucky to see iL He speculated that it 
/might even go above 1000 in our lifetimes. 
That it would be closing near SOOfi was 
quite out of anyone's experience, and 
hence wa.s not considered possilile. 1 am 
struck, then, hy the timing of the .luK hi 
editorial-page piece by Guillermo Gonza­
lez. 'Nobody Here but Us Earthlings." Mr. 
Gonzalez joins a long line of experts who 
have stated that nothing can exist that 
they, personally, can't imagine, based on 
their own experience. 1 am not convinced.

When 1 worked at NASA in the lOSIIs 1 
was convinced that a fail number ol astro- 
jilivsicists tind astronomers would have 
been willing to prove that life on Earth was 
so' improbable that it. too. couldn't exist. 
Thanklullv. this group has htid to consider 
the data, in addition to their own preju­
dice. In tact, the history of modern astron- 
omv has repeatedly demonstrated that 
Eiirth is not all that special, our own egos 
aside. There are probably millions of 
Earth-like planets in this galaxy alone. Be­
cause we Earthlings are here, it is much 
more likely that we aren't alone.

Mr. Gonzalez claimed to "consider the 
necessary conditions for both the origin of 
life" and its maintenance. This is remark­
able. since the conditions for the origin of 
life are quite unknown. His list of condi­
tions is thus somewhat laughable: only by 
■'inding life elsewhere will we ever be able 
0 consider the common conditions that al­
ow life, and throw out those that are 
merely "the wa\ it was" on Earlii. Far 
;rom weakening tin- case for extraterres­
trial lile. recent discoveries in astronomy 
gamma-ray bursts, black holes, and as­

teroid impacts, etc.) only sen-e to tell us 
that we grew up in a tough neighborhood, 
.luxtaiiosed is the current understanding 
that lile was widespread on Earth as much 
as :;.s billion years ago labout one-third 
the :ige of the tiniversel. Life here must 
have formed at a time when the bombard­
ment of Earth hy asteroids and comets wtis 
many times greater in both frequency and 
intensity, and ar a time when Earth prob­
ably didn't eveii have an ozone layer to 
protect the surface from sotar ultraviolet 
radiation.

1 do agree with Mr. Gonzalez th;it "Why 
are we here?" is a perfectly reasonable 
question. Nonetheless. "Are we alone?" re­
mains one of the most fascinating ques­
tions iti science tod.iy.

.lollN D. Kl MMItl.. I'll.l).
Marine Biologictil Laboratory 

Woods Hole. Mass.
-tt -it

It amazes me that a professional as­
tronomer should have such a stunningly 
inflexible mind as Mr. Gonzalez. Mr. Gon­
zalez argues that extraterrestrial life does 
not exist because it is statistically unlikely 
to occur elsewhere precisely the same way 
it occurred on Earth. Can he not imagine 
:my possible scenario other than exactly 
what occurred here on Earth? He states 
that, if one "looks at the astronomical data 
with an open mind" it becomes obvious 
that "early estimates |of habitable worlds 
in the universe I were wildly optimistic." 
Mr. Gonzalez leaps from stating "Given 
that the laws of chemistry and physics'are 
universal" to the hypothesis that life is 
only possible it an environment has "liquid 
water. <i long-term stable energy source 
and" 17 particular elements. He also states 
that such an environment must also enjoy 
another 31 astronomical conditions for life 
to occur, leading to a "small window of op- 
ponunity."

■Mr. Gonzalez apparently knows every 
possible way that life can develop, perhaps 
after a brief consultation with God.

This ktnd of narrow thinking is de­
plorable in a scientist, trying to state that 
because certain conditions occurred in test 
case A (Earth) they must be present in test 
case B (elsewhere) for life to exist. For ex­
ample. 1 concede thal the presence of a

NOW'5 Opposition 

To Promise Keepers
The Rev. Ann K. Larson, in her July 22 

Letter to the Editor, writes that 1 misrep- 
lesenled her m mv July 11 editorial-page 
piece "NOW'S Time Is Fast," by implying 
that she was a snpiiorter of the Promise 
Keepers. For the record, the Rev. Larson 
made it clear to me when I interviewed 
her foi" the piece that she opposed the 
gi'oup. Hei opposition should be evident 
from the fact that she sought to amend, 
rather than reject, NOW'S virulently anti- 
IM-omiso Keeper resolution. Nonetheless, I 
appieciated the fact that she was open- 
minded enough to grant in her amend­
ment language that men have needs, 
too- something many of her colleagues at 
NOW cannot bring themselves to ac­
knowledge.

Sau.y L. Satel
Washington
nearby gas giant like Jupiter would 
gj-eatly ease the process of life developing 
on a planet, but it would be unprofessional 
to slate categorically that a gas giant is 
necessary foi' the development of life. Fur­
ther. the vast majority of Mi". Gonzillez’s 
conditions have less merit than the gas gi­
ant hypothesis. The evidence does not sup­
port his conclusions.

.John Hauuh
Atlanta

Clearly, the parameters within which 
life (as we know it) can emerge, are nar­
row (i.e.: litiuid water, moderate tempera­
ture lange, etc.). Likewise, as our knowl­
edge Increases we find additional con­
straints which fui'ther define these bound­
aries. Howevei", Mr. Gonzalez fails to 
mention that simultaneous with our dis­
covery of nai'i'owing pie-conditions for 
life, we’re also finding a universe that is 
vastly larger, with millions of galaxies, 
"each" containing "billions" of stars. Ob­
viously, while life will emerge only in spe­
cial environments, the statistical probabil­
ity of more and mifre such opportunities 
existing increases exponentially the fur­
ther we look out toward the expanding 
edge of the universe.

Life indeed is a delicate achievement of 
nature. However, it is a fragility with 
broad dimensions. There are sponges and 
crabs thriving on this planet in total dark­
ness next to undersea volcanic vents that 
spew toxic minerals and where the water 
would boil but for the intense pressure. 
There are fish in Antarctica who exist in 
subfreezing temperatures with blood 
chemically analogous to antifreeze. There 
are microbes that exist and propagate in 
pools of minerals and acids. Clearly, the 
size of the "window" for life is not as 
diminutive, nor as rare, as Mr. Gonzalez 
would have us believe.

The imiverse admittedly is a hostile 
place, as Mr. Gonzalez asserts. Galaxies 
do appear to harbor, at their center, mas­
sive black holes that spew dangerous radi­
ation. Such a massive black hole, in fact, 
is most likely what lies at the center of our 
own Milky Way galaxy. Yet we and the di­
nosaurs before us managed to evolve into 
existence from one-celled life forms and 
collectively survived a couple of mass ex­
tinctions to ensure a couple of hundred 
million years of continuing life on this 
fragile sphere.

Yes, life is fragile and unique, but those 
are relative terms at best. The fragility is 
one honed in the .raging furnaces of stars 
and therefore resilient and enduring. The 
uniqueness is one that is intrinsic, like a 
snowflake; each one different, but with in­
finite variations. While the creation of life 
surely requires nature to “follow the direc­
tions carefully when baking,” per Mr. Gon­
zalez, we need to realize that our universe 
is comprised of nothing but trillions of 
"ovens” all cooking at once. Whether we 
choose to call the baker God or Nature, the 
sheer volume of implements at His dis­
posal prove He has a fairly boundless mar­
gin of error in His recipes, and life is most 
likely His "soup du jour.” Life is not a 
question. It is an imperative from the chef.

Antonio Gonzalez
Pembroke Pines, Fla.

A Misunderstanding,
Not Act of Bad Faith

In regard to your article about the 
breakup of Conrail, I would like to clarify 
several points regarding our relationship 
with the Norfolk Southern Railroad. Dur­
ing the winter and early spring we had 
several discussions with NS representa­
tives on their proposed acquisition of Con- 

; rail and how it would affect our railroads. 
NS did make certain commitments to us at 
that time. Subsequent discussions with NS 
revealed that there was a misunderstand­
ing between the parties as to the exact de­
tails of those commitments.

The tone of your article was that NS, 
having won the batUe for acquisiUon of 
Conrail, was now reneging on promises 
made. I want to stress that, based on our 
subsequent conversations with NS. we be­
lieve this was an honest misunderstanding 
between the parties. We do not believe that 
NS acted in bad faith in dealing with us.

Our subsequent conversations with NS 
officials also resulted in their furnishing 
us with the details of what operating, com­
mercial and service arrangements they 
will put in place when they take over Con­
rail. These arrangements are a distinct 
improvement over what we now have with 
Conrail, and we believe they are a strong 
foundation Jor further" good faith discus­
sions that we hope wUl result in the best 
commercial and industrial development 
environment in the North Central Penn­
sylvania region that we serve.

Richard D. Robey 
President 

North Shore Railroad Co. 
Northumberland, Pa.
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Journal of Commerce, 9/8/97

Clinton seen deferring to GOP 

in order to stay on fast track
House minority leader 

expects the president to 
craft; bill for trade 
authority around the 
wishes of the Republicans. 
BY WILLIAM ROBERTS
lOUBNAL OF COMMBBCB STAFF

WASHINGTON — With little 
time left to win renewed trade 
negotiating power this year, the 
l^ite House this week will 
bow to the wishes of pro-busi­
ness Republicans who control 
Congress.

At the same time, President 
Clinton, who is expected to ask 
Congress on Wednesday for 
new "fast-track” trade authority, 
^11 face vocal and troublesome 
demands from within his own 
party for inclusion of labor and 
environmental conditions in fu­
ture trade pacts.

But in what is being de­
scribed by House leaders who 
met with U.S. Trade Represent­
ative Charlene Barshefsl^ last 
week as a practical approach, 
the administration Will give Re­
publicans what they want.

Focus is on ‘how*

wmmiliil't

"Their concern is how, 
practically, to get this done," 
said House Minority Leader 
Rep. Richard A. Gephardt, who 
at a press briefing Friday out­
lined his views on what fast- 
track legislation should include 
and offered observations from a 
recent trip to Latin America.

Earlier last week. House 
Ways and Means Committee 
Chairman Rep. Bill Archer, R- 
Texas, had also signaled he ex­
pects a trade negotiating re­
quest from the White House 
that sticks closely to what Re­
publicans want.

"We want to get it passed,, 
and they want to get it passed," 
Rep. Archer told reporters last 
week.

Fast-track trade negotiating 
authority is needed by the 
White .House to bolster the 
standing of the U.S. Trade Rep- 
resentaUve’s Office as it en­
gages in what are often com­
plex and difficult talks with 
t^er nations on lowering tar­
iffs and opening markets to 
U.S. goods. By granting approv­
al in advance. Congress agrees 
to treat any trade pact emerg­
ing from such talks on a fast- 
track procedure without 
amendment, thus closing off

Rep. Richard A. Gephardt
the threat that Congress would 

to reopen a deal reached by 
U.S. negotiators.

Fast track has been stalled 
for three years because of a 
deadlock between the pro-labor 
and pro-environment Clinton 
administration and House Re­
publicans who have been ada­
mant in their opposition to giv­
ing unions and
environmentalists a greater 
hand in crafting future trade 
rules.

Limited provisions

In recent talks with the 
administration House Demo­
crats have been trying to get la­
bor and environment standards 
treated in the fast-track legisla­
tion so that they would be ac­
comodated in any trade pact 
that would follow from new 
talks. But, based on what Rep 
^cher and Rep. Gephardt said 
followng meetings with Ms. 
B^shefsky, it now appears the 
White House will agree to limit­
ing environmental and labor 
provisions to a narrow range of 
what is "directly related to 
trade.”

A possible candidate for the 
Democratic presidential nomi­
nation in 2000, Rep. Gephardt 
declined tp seize an oppqrtuni-' 
ty to differentiate himself 
sharply from Vice President Al 
Gore on an Issue that plays to 
populist sentiments among 
some voters. Instead, he struck 
a conciliatory note Friday.

"To me trade is good. It’s 
positive. We need free-trade 
agreements. We are moving to­
ward a global economy. Inte­
gration of countries in the

^ericas is a good thing to 
do,” Rep. Gephardt said.

But, he added, "the greater 
problem is these treaties create 
downward pressure on wages 
In our own country,” citing a 
recent Department of Labor 
Study that found threats by 
business leaders to move pro­
duction facilities to Mexico 
were used in 65% of recent la­
bor disputes and labor elec­
tions as way to hold down 
wages in the United States.

It s an Important issue,” 
Rep. Gephardt said.

Latin American trip

The minority leader was also 
In Latin America recendy visit­
ing the leaders of Argentina, 
Brazil and Chile. He said he 
was primarily interested in the 
issue of fast track and trade 
and trying to get a sense of 
what Latin views and thoughts 
are on expanding trade with 
the United States.

Rep. Gephardt met with the 
presidents of each country, 
ministers of trade finance, labor 
and environment. He also met 
with officials of the American 
Chamber of Commerce, labor 
leaders and private organiza­
tions concerned about environ­
ment in each country.

There is a lot of hope and 
optimism about the future and 
their abUity to improve their 
economies,” he said.

"They’ve got Mercosur and 
they’re trying to make that 
work, and they’re a litde reti­
cent about a free-trade agree­
ment in the Americas. I think 
they see that as the future, but 
they are not willing to leap into , 
that until they’ve been able to 
make what they’ve done work 
to their satisfaction,’' he said, 
adding "there’s tremendous 
economic difficulties in the re­
gion.”

Mercosur is a Spanish acro­
nym for the Southern Cone 
Common Market, a regional 
trade agreement between Ar­
gentina, Brazil, Paraguay and 
Uruguay.

Rep. Gephardt had wrestled 
with the Bush administration in 
1991 to widen fast track. Dem­
ocrats were only able to get 
side agreements to Nafta, 
agreements that have been 
criticized as deficient and lack­
ing enforcement capability.
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Mr. Clinton Deserves ‘Fast Track’
President Clinton begins an important battle 

with Congress this week for renewal of “fast track” 
authority, the right to submit trade agreements to 
Congress for a speedy vote without amendments. 

, Without fast-track protection, countries will not 
' negotiate trade accords with Washington for fear of 

endless revision. Not surprisingly, protectionist 
forces within both parties would be happy to block 
the no-amendment rule, even though every Presi­
dent over the past 20 years has used the rule to open 
up foreign markets and also bring down prices for 
American consumers.

The Adifiinistration needs fast track to com­
plete negotiations within the World Trade Organiza­
tion on opening markets to foreign-provided serv­
ices, tightening copyright protections and prying 
open government contracts to bids by foreign com­
panies. Fast track is also needed to negotiate trade 
agreements with Chile and other South American 
countries. They are already negotiating deals with 
Europe, Mexico and Canada that would give exports 
from those countries favored access.

Opponents ranging from isolationists to pro­
union liberals indict trade pacts with environmen­
tally lax and low-wage countries. The claim is that 
these countries steal American jobs and drive down 
living standards of American workers. But trade 
itself does not create or destroy jobs. The American 
economy will operate near full employment as long 
as Federal Reserve and budgetary policies remain 
sensible. Trade does shift jobs from apparel and 

^her low-paying industries into high-paying export 
.dustries. The transition can be rough, but the long­

term benefits are substantial.
Nor are low foreign wages the scourge that the 

forces led by the House majority leader, Richard

Gephardt, proclaim. Low wages largely reflect loik 
productivity, providing no net benefit to>foreign' 
manufacturers. Nor would higher foreign wages 
help American companies. Rising production costs 
would be offset by a falling exchange rate, leaving 
the net cost of imports to American buyers largely 
unchanged. - •

That said, the Administration goes too far in 
claiming that trade helps everyone. The influx into 
the United States of clothing and other goods pro­
duced with low-skilled labor has modestly pushed 
the wages of unskilled workers further behind the 
wages of skilled workers. But rising inequality 
should not be confused with falling living standards. 
After taking account of lower prices for imported 
goods and the availability of jobs in a fully em­
ployed economy, very few Americans actually lose.

Though labor and environmental conditions are 
rarely related directly to trade, the United States 
should condition trade pacts on a country’s willing­
ness to adopt agreements that provide basic inter­
national protections, like prohibitions on child labor 
and rights for union organizers. As in the trade 
accord with Mexico, Washington ought to insist that 
countries, like Chile, strictly enforce their own 
environmental laws.

Bill Archer, chairman of the House Ways, and 
Means Committee, proposes a reasonable compro­
mise that would allow the Administration to incor­
porate into the text of a fast-track accord labor'Md 
environmental conditions that directly affect’ trade 
in specific products. The details remain to,!,'be 
worked out, but the Archer plan offers an opportunir 
ty to fashion a sensible fast-track plan that can be 
made acceptable to Democrats.
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Volume 6. Number 164, p( 2 
1 rade Reports Inlemalional Group

Washington Trade Daily...
Monday, Angus! 18, 1997

Calendar
oihe, timely Items ol inlemst to the intemallonol trade oommunily onnoenoemenis end
ep to two’tSIs'm ° »nd covers events

■■ indicates either a new or revised entry.

^nr.e,ColT

Oeoni a roundtable discussion on

August 20

Newfoundland 

August 21

June.
The Commerce Department releases monthly trade balance statistics for

St John, ?„3USI H" Cooperation (ovum senior Clidal, meet through

Allanin Ho.«i ^ Association holds a two-day meeting at the Omni
Atlanta Hotel. For furlher information contact the Association at (770) 493-9401.

August 22 ■ Jhe US-Africa Chamber of Commerce sponsors the African WnrlH Fimr,

August 24 
I

Newfoundland

St, lohn, " ough5Iig™t'°3 r’"'"' °'fla‘als meeting Is held

Auausl26Edmonton, Joy meetag“° ™™««» haW a two-

Alberta

Reprodiiclion Is prohibited without express permission ofTRIG 
lidilKr/Tuhlislicr: Jim Dergcr.
WashiMglon Iradc Dally also Is available electronically fromNewsnel. For online access call I-800-345-1301. llW
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^ugust^Z
Santiago

R<=!ykiavik,
Iceland

August 28
Wasliinglon

September 1

■ The third 1997 meeting of the Asia Fbcific Economic Cooperation forum 
business advisory council is held through August 29.

■ The US National Committee of the International Dairy Federation holds Its 
annual sessions through September 1. For further information call the Federation at 
(847) 446-2402.

■■ The International TVade Commission sponsors a seminar on import prices 
and the competing goods effect with Dr. Phillip L Swagel of the International 
Monetary Fund, beginning at 2 pm at the ITC. For further Information contact the ITC 
at (202) 205-3226.

■ Labor Day Holiday

Soskatoon,
Saskatchewan

SsjsleiubscZ

September 4
Washington

September 5
Washington

geptember 6

5eplfinibei_Z
Lima

September B 
Washington

Chicago

September 9
Washington

Chicago

■ The Asia Fbcific Economic Cooperation forum on food, energy, environment 
and economic development holds a symposium through September 4.

■ Due date for public comments to the International H-ade (Commission for its 
annual report on production sharing and the use of US components and materials in 
foreign assembly operations. For further information contact ITC at (202) 205-3492.

■ The Commerce Department's materials processing equipment technical 
advisory committee holds an open meeting, beginning at 9 am at Commerce. For 
further information contact (202) 482-2583.

■ The German American Business (Council sponsors a luncheon on 
globalization and systems integration of an international automotive supplier, 
beginning at 11:30 am at the Hyatt Fbrk Hotel. For further information contact the 
Council at (202) 371-0555.

■■ Due dale for public comments to the Senate Finance Committee on 
legislation (S 1093) to provide permanent most-favored-nation treatment to Laos. For 
further Information contact Finance at (202) 224-4288.

■ The Commerce Department sponsors a technology trade mission to Israel, 
Thnisio and Morocco through September 13, For further information contact 
Commerce at (202) 482-0879.

■ The International Anti-(Corruption Conference sponsored by 
IA(CC/IVansparency International is held through September 11. For further 
information call 49-30-787-5908.

■ The Brazll-US Business Council holds its two-day plenary meeting on the 
Brazil-US trade agenda. For further information contact the Council at
(202) 463-5485.

■■ Seminars on importing and exporting made easy run through September 9 
by the Laredo-Corpus Christi InfoCenter. For further information call (800) 292-2122.

■ The International TVade Administration holds a public hearing on proposed 
countervailing duty regulations, beginning at 10 am at the (Commerce Department. 
For further information contact (Commerce at (202) 482-0189.

■ The US Dairy Export (Council holds its annual export seminar through 
September 11 at the Swiss6tel. For further information contact the Cxsuncll at 
(703) 528-3049.
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Jakarta

Wa.«;hinglon

Seplenili^eLiQ
New Yor k

>

New York

Houston

Roanoke, Va.

Washington

■ The US-lndonesian Project Finance Conference is held through September 
11 at the Gran Melia Jakarta Hotel. For furtlier information contact the Institute for 
Public-Private Partnerships at (202) 466-8930.

■■ The Commerce Department's sen.sors and instrumentation technical 
advi.sory committee holds a partially closed meeting, beginning at 9 am at 
Commerce For further information contact Commerce at (202) 482-2583.

■ The Institute of International Bankers holds its annual membership luncheon 
at noon at the Waldorf-Astoria Hotel. For further information contact the Institute at 
(212) 421-1611.

■ International Aid & Trade ’97 is held through September 12 at Madison 
Square Garden. For further information contact the seminar at (416) 968-7252.

■■ The conference on Indonesia Customs and Ftertimina is held. For further 
irmation contact IAEA at (713) 752-8404.

■■ The annual Virginia conference on world trade is held through 
September 12. For further information contact the Virginia Chamber of Commerce at 
(804) 644-1607.

■ The International TVade Commission holds a two-day symposium on the 
economic implications of liberalizing Asia Pacific Economic Gxaioeration tariff and 
nonlariff barriers to trade at the ITC. For further information contact the ITC at 
(202) 205-3125.

■ Rep. Ron Klink discusses the Impact of the Clean Air Acl on International 
Washington policy at a breakfast sponsored by the German American Business Council,

beginning at 8 am at the Willard Inler-Cxanlinental Hotel. For further information 
contact the Council at (202) 371-0555.

Las Vegas

Washington

September 13
Ottawa

September 16 
Washington

Washington

Hong Kong

Washington

■ The Commerce Department releases second quarter 1997 statistics on 
International transactions.

■ The National Mining Association sponsors MlNExpo International 2000 
through September 14. For further information contact NMA at (202) 463-2607.

■■ The House Ways and Means subcommittee on trade holds a hearing on the 
President's comprehensive review of the North American FVee TVade Agreement, 
beginning at 10 am in room 1100 Longworth HOB.

■ The Asia Pacific Economic (Tooperation forum Women l^eaders' Network is 
held through September 16.

■ Washington International Trade Association sponsors a discussion on trade 
responsibilities in the US government, beginning at 4:30 pm at ATStT. For further 
information contact WITA at (202) 293-4193.

■ The annual Satellite Communications Expo 8r Conference is held through 
September 19 at the Washington Convention Center. For further information contact 
Intertec Presentations at 1-800-388-8606.

■■ The annual World Economic Development Congress is held through 
September 18. For further information contact World Congress LLC at 
1-800-767-9499

■■ The Overseas Private Investment Corporation board of directors meets.
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Sepletnber 17
Ottawa

Montreal

Memphis

Lake Geneva, 
Wisconsin

Washington

Chicago

Manila

Warsaw

■ The Asia Fbcific Economic Cooperation forum small and medium-sized 
enterprise ministerial meeting is held through September 18.

■ The Asia-FLiclIic Expo is held through September 19 For further information 
contact Martin International at (514) 288-3931.

The National Cotton Council holds its fall meeting through September 19.

■ The American Corn Millers Federation holds its annual meeting at the Grand 
Geneva Resort & Spa through September 21. For further information call
(202) 554-1614.

■ The Free TVade Area of the Americas working group on standards and 
technical barriers to trade meets through September 18.

■■ A luncheon celebrating ASEAN's 30th anniversary is held, featuring 
Singapore Prime Minister H.E, Goh Tong. For further information contact the US- 
ASEAN Council at (202) 289-1911.

■■ The FtowerTrends 2000 + international exhibition and conference is held 
thr ough September 20. For further information contact Leverage International at 
(303) 937-1982

■■ ACDl/VOCA holds a two-day conference on how emerging market countries 
can create working capital thorugh commodity storage and exchange development. 
For further information contact ACDI/VOCA at (202) 383-4972

September 18 ■ The Commerce Department releases monthly trade balance statistics for

Quebec

September 19
Ottawa

Hong Kong

September 21
Washington

Charleston, SC

September 22
Hong Kong

Geneva

Taipei

July.

■ The parliamentary conference of the Americas is held through 
September 22

■■ A conference on free trade in the Americas is held. For further information 
call (613) 562-5297.

■■ The World Bank holds its annual meeting through September 24. For further 
information contact the World Bank at (202) 458-0358.

■ The National Customs Brokers & Forwarders Association of America holds 
its annual Washington conference through September 23 at the Hyatt Regency 
Capitol Hill. For further information contact the Association at (202) 466-0222.

■ The East-West Dairy Leaders Conference Is held through September 23 at 
the Francis Marion Hotel. For further information call (919) 383-0044.

■ The Institute of International Bankers holds its annual breakfast dialogue 
with government officials at the Hotel Furama Kempinski. For further information 
contact the Institute at (212) 421 -1611.

■ The World TVade Organization Committee on Environment and TVade meets 
through September 24 on its work programs related to the Interlinkages between the 
multilateral agendas on the environment and trade.

■ SEMICON Taiwan semiconductor conference and exposition is held at the 
World Trade Center through September 24. For further information contact the 
Semiconductor Equipment and Materials International trade association at
(886) 3-573-3399.


