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February , 1996

vl S

NORTH KORFEA -= FLOOD RELIEF ASSISTANCE

‘: What is the status of food assistance to North
orea?
A: == IN RESPONSE TO AN EMERGENCY APPEAL FROM THE WORLD FOOD
PROGRAM (WEP), THE DEPARTMENT HAS AUTHORIZED AID TO
PROVIDE AN ADDITIONAI $2 MILLION IN HUMANITARIAN
ASSISTANCE FOR USE BY THE WFP IN MEETING FLOOD DISASTER

'NEEDS IN NORTH KOREA.

Q: Can you provide details on how the aid will be provided and

how its use will be monitored?

A: —- THE HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE WILL BE PROVIDED BY USAID
THROUGH THE WORLD FOOD PROGRAM, WHICH HAS DETAILED A PLAN

‘ TO DISTRIBUTE FOOD PURCHASED WITH OUR CONTRIBUTION TO

FARMING FAMILIES IN NORTH KORERZ, WHOSﬁ CROPS AND HOMES
WERE DESTROYED BY SEVERE FLOODING LAST SUMMER AND WHO
HAVE NO ACCESS TO THE PUBLIC FOOD DISTRIBUTION SYSTEM.
THE WFP OFFICE IN PYONGYANG, IN COOPERATION WITH OTHER
RELIEF AGENCIES IN NORTH KOREA WILL OVERSEE THE ACTUAL
DISTRIBUTION OF RELIEF GOODS. WFP WILL PROVIDE AID WITH

WRITTEN CONFIRMATION OF HOW THE DONATION WAS UTILIZED.
Q: Why are we granting this additional assistance?

A: -- WE ARE PROVIDING THIS HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE BECAUSE THE

WORLD FOOD PROGRAM, AS WELL AS OTHER INTERNATIONAL
. ORGANIZATIONS OPERATING IN NORTH KOREA HAVE VERIFIED THAT

A SERIOUS HUMANITARIAN CRISIS EXISTS. 1IN ADDITION, THIS

DISASTER ASSISTANCE IS POSSIBLE BECAUSE NORTH KOREA
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CONTINUES TO ALLOW THESE GROUPS UNPRECEDENTED ACCESS TO
AFFECTED AREAS AND POPULATIONS. NORTH KOREA HAS BEEN
COOPERATING WITH THE RELIEF TEAMS TO VERIFY THE DISASTER
REQUIREMENTS AND MONITCR THE DISTRIBUTION OF DISASTER

ASSISTANCE.

== WE PROVIDE DISASTER ASSISTANCE REGULARLY AROUND THE WORLD
AS IT IS NEEDED. WE UNDERSTAND THAT THE NEED IN NORTH
KOREA REMAINS CRITICAL AND LARGELY HAS BEEN UNFULFILLED BY
THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY. RESPONSE TO THE UN APPEAL FOR
$20 MILLION HAS ONLY BEEN AROUND S5 MILLION, AND THE
. RESPONSE TO WEP’S $8.8 MILLION CALL HAS BROUGHT IN ONLY
$1.8 MILLION. WE UNDERSTAND THAT APPEALS BY THE

INTERNATIONAL RED CROSS AND OTHER NGOS REMAIN UNDERFUNDED.

Q: What happened to the original $225,0007?

A: -- THE $225,000 IN DISASTER ASSISTANCE GRANTED BY THE U.S.
TO UNICEF IN FALL 1995 WENT FOR THE PURCHASE OF MEDICAL
SUPPLIES AND FOOD SUPPLEMENTS FOR CHILDREN. WE ARE
RECEIVING INFORMATION FROM UNICEF ON ITS DELIVERY OF

THESE SUPPLIES.
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Q: What about reports that the Government of North Korea

exaggerated the extent of the damage?

A: -- IN GRANTING DISASTER ASSISTANCE, THE U.S. GOVERNMENT DID
NOT RELY ON THE NORTH KOREAN GOVERNMENT’S ASSESSMENT OF
THE DISASTE?, BUT ON THE WFP/FAO FOOD SURVEY CONDUCTED IN
DECEMBER 1995 AND THE ASSESSMENTS OF OTHER NGO GROUPS IN
NORTH KOREA. THE WFP MAINTAINS AN OFFICE IN NORTH KOREA
AND WORKS CLOSELY WITH THE OTHER INTERNATIONAL AGENCIES
AND NGOS TO MONITOR THE FQOOD SITUATION.

Q: What is the source of these funds? Did the USG fund this
donation f£rom the PL-480 Title II emergency feeding program?

A: -- AS WITH PREVIOUS DONATIONS TO UNICEF, THIS ADDITIONAL
ASSISTANCE TO WEP WAS FUNDED FROM AID’S INTERNATJIONAL

DISASTER ASSISTANCE ACCOUNT.
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‘: What is the legal basis for the U.S. provision of aid to
North Korea? What about the embargo/terrorist list/
prohibitions on aid to communist countries?

A: -- THE GUIDELINES FOR FOREIGN DISASTER ASSISTANCE AND OTHER
GOVERNMENT REGULATIONS (II FAM 060) AUTHORIZE AN
AMBASSADOR, OR 1IN COUNTRIES WITHOUT DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS,
A REGIONAL DEPUTY ASSISTANT SECRETARY TO DECLARE THE

- EXISTENCE OF A DISASTER SITUATION.
-— SECTION 491 OF THE FOREIGN ASSISTANCE ACT AUTHORIZES
USAID TO PROVIDE DISASTER ASSISTANCE "NOT WITHSTANDING

ANY PROVISION OF THIS OR ANY OTHER ACT" AND THEREFORE,

THERE WERE NO LEGAL IMPEDIMENTS TO THE U.S. RESPONSE TO

. THE DISASTER.

Q: Are other countries responding? What are they doing?

A: -- WE KNOW TEAT AUSTRALIA, SWITZERLAND, DENMARK, NORWAY AND"

FINLAND HAVE RESPONDED TO THE WFP APPEAL (see table below)
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Governmental Contributions to the WFP Appeal for North Korea
(as of January 19, 1996)

‘mstralia $376 thousand

Switzerland $850 thousand

Denmark $518 thousand (two tranches of $318 and $200
thousand)

Norway $116 thousand

Finland S 23 thousand

Total $1.883 million

Q: Do we know of any private assistance? 1Is private assistance
legal?

A: -- WE UNDERSTAND THAT SEVERAL AMERICAN NGOS ARE CONSIDERING

PROVIDING RELIEF ASSISTANCE THROUGH THE U.N.’S DEPARTMENT

OF HUMANITARIAN AFFAIRS, THE WFP AND OTHER GROUPS.
PRIVATE ASSISTANCE BY AMERICAN NGOS FOR HUMANITARIAN
RELATED SHIPMENTS IS LEGAL PROVIDED THE PROPER LICENSES
ARE ACQUIRED.

Have you consulted with the ROK?

Q
‘A: -- WE HAVE KEPT THE SOUTH KOREAN GOVERNMENT INFORMED OF OUR
| PLAN TO PROVIDE THIS ASSISTANCE.

Q: Do we know of any private assistance? Is private assistance
legal?

A: -- WE UNDERSTAND THAT SEVERAL AMERICAN NGOS ARE PROVIDING
RELIEF ASSISTANCE THROUGH THE UN’S DEPARTMENT OF
HUMANITARIAN AFFAIRS, THE WFP AND OTHER GROUPS. PRIVATE
ASSISTANCE BY AMERICAN NGOS FOR HUMANITARIAN RELATED
SHIPMENTS IS LEGAL PROVIDED THE PROPER LICENSES ARE
OBTAINED.

Q: Have you consulted with the ROK?
A: -- WE HAVE KEPT THE SOUTH KOREAMN GOVERNMENT INFORMED OF OUR

PLAN TO PROVIDE THIS ASSISTANCE. I WOULD REFER YOU TO

THE OFFICIAL ROK SPOKESPERSON FPR THEIR GOVERNMENT’S VIEW.

. Q: The Korean press has noted ROK opposition to further U.S.
aid to North Korea. Does this move signify a "rift" in the
alliance?

A: --NO, IN MAKING THE DECISION TO PROVIDE MORE HUMANITARIAN

ACQTETANAT TN NORTH KORFA. THE U.S. CO LTED VER . W
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WE BELIEVE THE ROK UNDERSTANDS THIS.
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P3 Release would violate a Federal statute [(a)(3) of the PRA|

P4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential commercial or
financial information |[(a)(4) of the PRA]
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b(6) Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of
personal privacy [(b)(6) of the FOIA|

b(7) Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement
purposes [(b)(7) of the FOIA|

b(8) Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of
financial institutions [(b)(8) of the FOIA|

b(9) Release would disclose geological or geophysical information
concerning wells [(b)(9) of the FOIA|



Withdrawal/Redaction Marker
Clinton Library

DOCUMENT NO. SUBJECT/TITLE DATE RESTRICTION
AND TYPE

0l1. paper North Korean Missile. (2 pages) c. 2/1996 Pl/b(1)
COLLECTION:

Clinton Presidential Records
National Security Council

Asian Affairs (Charles Pritchard)
OA/Box Number: 1945

FOLDER TITLE:
[Korea - North, 1998] [Binder] {2]

2009-0528-F
vz1483

RESTRICTION CODES

Presidential Records Act - |44 U.S.C. 2204(a)|

P1 National Security Classificd Information |(a)(1) of the PRA]

P2 Relating to the appointment to Federal office [(a}(2) of the PRA|

P3 Release would violate a Federal statute [(a)(3) of the PRA]

P4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential commercial or
financial information |(a)(4) of the PRA|

PS Release would disclose confidential advice between the President
and his advisors, or between such advisors [a)(S) of the PRA]

P6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of
personal privacy [(a)(6) of the PRA]}

C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor's deed
of gift.
PRM. Personal record misfile defined in accordance with 44 U.S.C.
2201(3).
RR. Document will be reviewed upon request.

Freedom of Information Act - |5 U.S.C. 552(b)|

b(1) National security classified information {(b)(!) of the FOIA]

b(2) Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of
an agency [(b)(2) of the FOIA]

b(3) Release would violate a Federal statute [(b)(3) of the FOIA]
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