
Case Number: 2009-0528-F 

FOIA 
MARKER 

This is not a textual record. This is used as an 
administrative marker by the Clinton Presidential 
Library Staff. 
IF~i<l~r-iiii~: - -- --- ----------------------------------------- -
]Korea, July-December, 1995 [6] 

I 
: 

Staff Office-Individual: 
I 
Asian Affairs-Kristoff, Sandra 

I 

I 
I 

i 
I 1---- - --- ---- ----- ----- --------------------·-·--

1original OA/ID Number: 
11040 

Row: Section: Shelf: Position: Stack: 
30 ~ 10 2 v 



Withdrawal/Redaction Sheet 
Clinton Library 

DOCUMENT NO. 
AND TYPE 

SllB.JECTfflTLE DATE RESTRICTION 

00 I a. briefing 
paper 

Meeting with President Kim Young Sam. Record ID: 9505453. (4 
pages) 

07/25/1995 Pllb(I) 

00 I b. talking 
points 

Points to be Made. ( 4 pages) 07/25/1995 Pllb(I) 

OOlc.agenda The State Visit to Washington, D.C. of President Kim Young Sam. (3 
pages) 

08/26/1995 PI /b( I) 

00 Id. report U.S. Government Report. (I page) 07/13/1995 P 1lb(1) 

00 I e. report U.S. Government Report. (I page) 0711411995 P lib( I) 

00 I f. report U.S. Government Report. (I page) 07/18/1995 Pllb( I) 

00 I g. report U.S. Government Report. (I page) 07/1711995 P 1 /b( I) 

00 I h. paper Trends Leading to ROKG Proposal. (I page) n.d. Pl/b( I) 

OOli. memo For the President !Tom Strobe Talbott. Subject: State Visit. (2 pages) 07/20/1995 p l/b(I) 

002a. cover sheet Lino to NSC. Regarding ROKG Proposal. (I page) 07/2111995 P 1 /b( I) 

002b. cable re: ROKG proposal. (4 pages) 

003a. letter Home Address. [partial] (I page) 

COLLECTION: 
Clinton Presidential Records 
National Security Council 
Asian Affairs (Sandra Kristoff) 
ONI3ox Number: I 040 

FOLDER TITLE: 
Korea, July - December, 1995 [6] 

07/19/1995 

07/2611995 

P 1 lb( I) 

P61b(6) 

2009-0528-F 

vzl449 

RESTRICTION CODES 
Presidential Records Act - 144 ll.S.C. 2204(a)I 

Pl National Security Classified Information i(a)(I) or the PRAI 
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PJ Release would violate a Federal statute l(a)(J) or the PRAI 
1'4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential commercial or 

financial information 1(11)(4) or the PRAI 
1'5 Release would disclose confidential advice hetween the President 

and his advisors, or hetween snch advisors la)(5) or the PRAI 
P6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion or 

personal privacy l(a)(6) or the PRAI 

C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor's deed 
or girt. 

PRM. Personal record misfile defined in accordance with 44 ll.S.C. 
2201(3). 

RR. Document will he reviewed upon request. 

Freedom or Information Act - 15 ll.S.C. 552(h)I 

b( I) National security classified information l(b)( I) or the FOIAI 
b(2) Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices or 

an agency l(b)(2) or the FOIAI 
b(J) Release would violate a Federal statute l(h)(J) or the FOIAI 
h(4) Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial 

information l(h)(4) or the FOIAI 
h(6) Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion or 

personal privacy l(b)(6) or the FOIAI 
h(7) Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement 

purposes l(b)(7) or the FOIAI 
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b(9) Release would disclose geological or geophysical information 

concerning wells l(h)(9) or the FOIAI 
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06/18/1995 

RESTRICTION 

P6/b(6) 
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RESTRICTION CODES 
Presidential Records Act - 144 ll.S.C. 2204(a}I 

Pl National Security Classified Information !(a)( I) of the PRAI 
P2 Relating to the appointment to Federal office l(a)(2) of the PRAI 
PJ Release would violate a Federal statute l(a}(J) of the PRAl 
P4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential commercial or 

financial information l(a}(4) of the PRAl 
PS Release would disclose confidential advice between the President 

and his advisors, or between such advisors la)(S) of the PRAI 
P6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of 

personal privacy l(a)(6) of the PRAI 

C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor's deed 
of gift. 

PRM. Personal record misfile defined in accordance with 44 ll.S.C. 
2201(3). 

RR. Document will be reviewed upon request. 

Freedom of Information Act - IS l.l.S.C. SS2(b)I 

b(I) National security classified information l(b)(I} of the FOIAI 
b(2) Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of 

an agency l(b)(2) of the FOIAI 
h(J) Release would violate a Federal statute l(h)(J) of the FOIAI 
h(4) Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial 

information l(b}(4) of the FOIAI 
h(6) Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of 

personal privacy l(b)(6) of the FOIAI 
b(7) Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement 

purposes l(b)(7) of the FOIAI 
b(8) Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of 

financial institutions l(b}(8) of the FOIAI 
h(9) Release would disclose geological or geophysical information 

concerning wells l(b)(9) of the FOIAI 
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financial information ((a)(4) or the PRAI 
1'5 Release would disclose confidential advice hetwcl'n thl' Prl'sident 

and his advisors, or between such advisors la)(S) or the PRAI 
P6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion or 

personal privacy l(a)(6) of the PRAI 

C. Closed in accordance with restriclions contained in donor's deed 
or girt. 

PRM. Personal record misfile defined in accordance with 44 ll.S.C. 
2201(3). 

RR. Document will be reviewed upon request. 

Freedom or Information Act - 15 ll.S.C. 552(b)I 

b( I) National security classified information l(b)(I) or the FOIAI 
b(2) Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices or 

an agency l(b)(2) or the FOIAI 
h(3) Release would violate a Federal statute l(b)(3) or the FOIAI 
h(4) Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial 

information l(h)(4) or the FOIAI 
b(6) Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of 

personal privacy l(b)(6) or the FOIAI 
b(7) Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement 

purposes l(b)(7) of the FOIAI 
h(8) Release would disclose information concerning the regulation or 

financial institutions l(b)(8) of the FOIAI 
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Pl National Security Classified Information l(a)(I) of the PRAI 
P2 Relating to the appointment to Federal office l(a)(2) of the PRAI 
PJ Release would violate a Federal statute l(a)(J) of the PRAI 
P4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential commercial or 

financial information l(a)(4) of the PRAI 
PS Release would disclose confidential advice between the President 

and his advisors, or between such advisors ja)(S) of the PRAI 
P6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of 

personal privacy l(a)(6) of the PRAI 

C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor's deed 
of gift. 

PRM. Personal record misfile defined in accordance with 44 ll.S.C. 
2201(3). 

RR. Document will be reviewed upon request. 

Freedom of Information Act - 15 ll.S.C. 552(b)I 

b( I) National security classified information l(b)(I) of the FOIAI 
b(2) Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of 

an agency l(b)(2) of the FOIAI 
b(J) Release would violate a Federal statute l(b)(J) of the FOIA] 
b(4) Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial 

information l(b)(4) of the FOIA] 
b(6) Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of 

personal privacy j(b)(6) of the FOIAI 
h(7) Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement 

purposes l(b)(7) of the FOIAI 
b(8) Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of 

financial institutions l(b)(8) of the FOIA I 
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P2 Relating to the appointment to Federal office i(a)(2) of the PRAI 
PJ Release would violate a Federal statute l(a)(J) of the PRAI 
P4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential commercial or 

financial information l(a)(4) of the PRAI 
P5 Release would disclose confidential advice between the President 

and his advisors, or between such advisors ja)(5) of the PRAI 
P6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of 

personal privacy l(a)(6) of the PRAI 

C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor's deed 
of gift. 

PRM. Personal record misfile defined in accordance with 44 ll.S.C. 
2201(3). 

RR. Document will be reviewed upon requesl. 

Freedom of Information Act - 15 ll.S.C. 552(b)I 

h( I) National security classified information l(h)( I) of the FOIAI 
b(2) Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of 

an agency l(b)(2) of the FOIAI 
b(J) Release wonld violate a Federal statute l(b)(J) of the FOIAI 
h(4) Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial 

information l(b)(4) of the FOIAI 
b(6) Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of 

personal privacy l(h)(6) of the FOIAI 
h(7) Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement 

purposes l(b)(7) of the FOIAI 
h(8) Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of 

financial institutions l(b)(8) of the FOIAI 
b(9) Release would disclose geological or geophysical information 
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Pl National Security Classified Information l(a)(l) of the PRAI 
P2 Relating to the appointment to Federal office l(a)(2) of the PRAI 
PJ Release would violate 11 Federal statute l(a)(J) of the PRAI 
P4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential commercial or 

financial information l(a)(4) of the PRAI 
PS Release would disclose confidential advice between the President 

and his advisors, or between such advisors 111)(5) of the PRAI 
P6 Release would constitute 11 clearly unwarranted invasion of 

personal privacy l(a)(6) of the PRAI 

C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor's deed 
of gift. 

PRM. Personal record misfile defined in accordance with 44 ll.S.C. 
2201(3). 

RR. Document will be reviewed upon request. 

Freedom of Information Act - 15 ll.S.C. 552(b)I 

b( I) National security classified information l(b)( I) of the FOIAI 
b(2) Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of 

an agency l(b)(2) of the FOIAI 
b(J) Release would violate a Federal statute l(b)(J) of the FOIAI 
h(4) Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial 

information l(b)(4) of the FOIAI 
h(6) Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of 

personal privacy l(h)(6) of the FOIAI 
b(7) Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement 

purposes l(b)(7) of the FOIAI 
b(8) Release would disclose information concerning the regnlation of 

financial institutions l(b)(8) of the FOIAI 
h(9) Release would disclose geological or geophysical information 

concerning wells l(b)(9) of the FOIAI 
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Pl National Security Classified Information l(a)(I) of the PRAI 
P2 Relating to the appointment to Federal office l(a)(2) of the PRAI 
PJ Release would violate a Federal statute j(a)(J) of the PRAI 
P4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential commercial or 

financial information l(a)(4) of the PRAI 
P5 Release would disclose confidential advice between the President 

anti his advisors, or between such advisors la)(5) of the PRAI 
P6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of 

personal privacy l(a)(6) of the PRAI 

C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor's deed 
of gift. 

PRM. Personal record misfile defined in accordance with 44 ll.S.C. 
2201(3). 

RR. Document will be reviewed upon request. 

Freedom of Information Act - 15 ll.S.C. 552(b)I 

b(I) National security classified information l(b)( I) of the FOIAI 
b(2) Release would disclose internal personnel rules anti practices of 

an agency l(b)(2) of the FOIAI 
b(J) Release would violate a Federal statute l(b)(J) of the FOIAI 
b(4) Release would disclose trade secrets or eonfitlential or linancial 

information j(b)(4) of the FOIAI 
h(6) Release would constitnte a clearly unwarranted invasion of 

personal privacy l(b)(6) of the FOIAI 
b(7) Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement 

purposes j(h)(7) of the FOIAI 
b(!I) Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of 

financial institutions j(b)(8) of the FOIAI 
b(9) Release would disclose geological or geophysical information 

concerning wells l(b)(9) of the FOIAI 
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DATE 
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RESTRICTION 

Pl/b(I) 

2009-0528-f 
vzl449 

RESTRICTION CODES 
Presidential Records Act - 144 U.S.C. 2204(a)I 

Pl National Security Classified Information l(a)(I) of the PRAI 
P2 Relating to the appointment to Federal office l(a)(2) of the PRAI 
P3 Release would violate a Federal statute l(a)(3) of the PRAI 
P4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential commercial or 

financial information l(a)(4) of the PRAI 
PS Release would disclose confidential advice between the President 

and his advisors, or between such advisors la)(S) of the PRAI 
P6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of 

personal privacy l(a)(6) of the PRAI 

C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor's deed 
of gift. 

PRM. Personal record misfile defined in accordance with 44 ll.S.C. 
2201(3). 

RR. Document will he reviewed upon request. 

Freedom of Information Act - 15 lJ.S.C. 552(b)I 

b( I) National security classified information l(b)( I) of the FOIAI 
h(2) Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of 

an agency l(b)(2) of the FOIAI 
b(3) Release would violate a Federal statute l(b)(J) of the FOIAI 
h(4) Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial 

information l(b)(4) of the FOIAI 
h(6) Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of 

personal privacy l(b)(6) of the FOIAI 
b(7) Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement 

purposes l(b)(7) of the FOIAI 
b(!I) Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of 

financial institutions l(b)(8) of the FOIAI 
h(9) Release would disclose geological or geophysical information 

concerning wells l(h)(9) of the FOIAI 
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vzl449 

RESTRICTION CODES 
Presidential Records Act - 144 lJ.S.C. 2204(a)I 

Pl National Security Classified Information l(a)(I) of the PRAI 
P2 Relating to the appointment to Federal office l(a)(2) of the PRAI 
PJ Release would violate a Federal statute l(a)(J) of the PRAI 
P4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential commercial or 

financial information l(a)(4) of the PRAI 
PS Release would disclose confidential advice between the President 

and his advisors, or between such advisors la)(S) of the PRAI 
P6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of 

personal privacy l(a)(6) of the PRAI 

C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor's deed 
of gift. 

PRM. Personal record misfile defined in accordance with 44 ll.S.C. 
2201(3). 

RR. Document will be reviewed upon request. 

Freedom of Information Act -15 ll.S.C. 552(h)I 

b( I) National security classified information l(b)( I) of the FOIAI 
h(2) Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of 

an agency l(b)(2) of the FOIAI 
h(J) Release would violate a Federal statute l(b)(J) of the FOIAI 
b(4) Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial 

information l(b)(4) of the FOIAI 
b(6) Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of 

personal privacy l(b)(6) of the FOIAI 
b(7) Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement 

purposes l(h)(7) of the FOIAI 
h(8) Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of 

financial institutions l(h)(8) of the FOIAI 
h(9) Release would disclose geological or geophysical information 

concerning wells l(b)(9) of the FOIAI 
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Presidential Records Act - )44 l l.S.C. 2204(a)) 

Pl National Security Classified Information l(a)(I) of the PRAI 
P2 Relating to the appointment to Federnl office l(a)(2) of the PRAI 
PJ Release would violate a Federal statute l(a)(J) of the PRAI 
P4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential commercial or 

financial information )(a)(4) of the PRAI 
P5 Release would disclose confidential advice between the President 

and his advisors, or between such advisors )a)(5) of the PRAI 
P6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of 

personal privacy l(a)(6) of the PRAI 

C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor's deed 
of gift. 

PRM. Personal record misfile defined in accordance with 44 ll.S.C. 
2201(3). 

RR. Document will be reviewed upon request. 

Freedom of Information Act - )5 ll.S.C. 552(h)) 

b(I) National security classified information l(b)(I) of the FOIAI 
b(2) Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of 

an agency )(b)(2) of the FOIAI 
b(J) Release would violate a Federal statute l(b)(J) of the FOIAI 
h(4) Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial 

information l(b)(4) of the FOIAI 
h(6) Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of 

personal privacy i(b)(6) of the FOIAI 
b(7) Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement 

purposes )(b)(7) of the FOIAI 
b(ll) Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of 

financial institutions )(h)(8) of the FOIAI 
b(9) Release would disclose geological or geophysical information 

concerning wells l(b)(9) of the FOIAI 
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Pl National Security Classified Information l(a)( I) or the PRA I 
P2 Relating to the appointment to Federal orlice l(a)(2) or the PRAI 
PJ Release would violate a Federal statute l(a)(J) of the PRAI 
P4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential commercial or 

financial information l(a)(4) or the PRAI 
P5 Release would disclose confidential advice between the President 

and his advisors, or between such advisors la)(5) of the PRAI 
P6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarrauted invasion or 

personal privacy l(a)(6) or the PRAI 

C. Closed in accordance with restrictious contained in donor's deed 
of gift. 

PRM. Personal record mislile defiued in accordance with 44 ll.S.C. 
2201(3). 

RR. Document will be reviewed upon request. 

Freedom or Information Act - 15 ll.S.C. 552(b)I 

b( 1) National security classified information l(b)(I) of the FOIAI 
b(2) Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of 

an agency l(b)(2) of the FOIAI 
b(J) Release would violate a Federal statute l(b)(J) of the FOIAI 
h(4) Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial 

information l(h)(4) of the FOIAI 
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On this day -- as we remember the sacrifice of those who 

built the great alliance between the United States and 

Korea -- President Kim has come back to the White 

House to look forward. 

In our discussions, we have focused on the clear and 

common goals that our nations have pursued for decades: 

to strengthen our alliance, to stand together against threats 

to our shared ideals and goals, and to increase the safety 

and prosperity of our peoples. 
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Over the past three years, President Kim and I have 

worked closely together to advance these goals; and in 

him I have found an ally whose courage is matched only 

by his commitment to freedom. 

Our talks centered on the critical strategic challenges 

facing Korea and the United States. Forty-two years have 

passed since the Korean War ended, but for the people of 

South Korea -- as I learned firsthand during my visit two 

years ago -- the threat lingers every day. 
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For decades now, the people of South Korea have faced 

constant threats from those who rule the North: dark 

warnings of battles ahead, skirmishes along the border, 

and an army of one million able to rain destruction on 

Seoul and beyond. 

Through all these years, America's commitment to South 

Korea has not wavered -- and today I reaffirmed our 

nation's pledge to keep American forces in Korea as long 

as they are needed and the Korean people want them to 

. 
remam. 



5 

President Kim and I spent much of our time discussing the 

strategy our nations, along with Japan, are using to 

confront a new, but no less terrible, threat to his people: 

North Korea's dangerous nuclear program. Already, 

thanks to our efforts, North Korea has frozen its existing 

program under the terms of the Agreed Framework. 

Today, President Kim reaffirmed his strong support for 

the Framework, and for the understanding reached in 

Kuala Lumpur that confirms South Korea's central role in 

helping t~e North acquire less dangerous light water 

reactors. 
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Our goal is to end the threat of nuclear proliferation on the 

Korean Peninsula -- part of my Administration's 

worldwide effort to curb the spread of weapons of mass 

destruction. 

I also told President Kim that the United States regards 

North Korea's commitment to resume dialogue with the 

South as an essential component of the Framework. 

President Kim expressed to me his determination to enter 

into meaningful dialogue with the North, and the United 

States stcinds ready to support his efforts. 
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I emphasized to President Kim, however, that until South 

and North Korea negotiate a peace agreement, the 

armistice regime will remain in place and cannot be 

abrogated unilaterally by the North. 

President Kim and I also touched on a number of regional 

and global security issues: efforts to ensure stability in 

Northeast Asia; Korea's commitment to peacekeeping, 

including its forces in Somalia, the Western Sahara and 

now Angola; and our commitment to work together on 

issues fa~ing the United Nations Security Council. 
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Finally, President Kim and I reviewed a wide range of 

economic issues, including those that we will take up at 

the meeting of the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation 

forum in Osaka this fall. And we talked about efforts to 

expand our bilateral trade -- Korea is already our 

country's sixth largest export market and its dynamic 

economic growth holds great promise for the future. 
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One hour from now, President Kim and I will look to the 

past as we dedicate the new Korean War Veterans 

Memorial on the Mall. The monument is a long overdue 

reminder of what Americans, fighting alongside the 

people of South Korea, sacrificed in the defense of 

freedom. In the years since, as today's meetings remind 

us, the people of South Korea have built a nation worthy 

of that sacrifice. It is a country that America is proud to 

claim as equal partner and ally .... a thriving reminder of 

the strength of democracy and the power of a people free 

to pursue their dreams. 

Let me now invite President Kim to speak. 
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President and Mrs. Kim; members of the Korean delegation: welcome to Washington. Let me 
extend a special greeting to the many Korean-Americans who are with us today. You represent a 
prosperous and proud community that contributes so much to America's strength and diversity. 
Thank you for being here. 

The Republic of Korea and the United States are joined by a history of shared sacrifice and a 
future of common purpose. Today, President Kim and I will pay tribute to that past and continue 
our work toward that future. 

Mr. President, your great personal sacrifice and single-mindedness of purpose helped return 
democracy to your country for the first time in three decades. Since your election two and a half 
years ago, South Korea has matched economic success with remarkable political progress. And in 
so many areas -- from regional security to expanded trade ... from peacekeeping to diplomacy -­
you have strengthened the partnership between our nations. 

Today, I reaffirm America's pledge to stand by that partnership. Our forces will remain in Korea 
as long as the Korean people want them to. Ultimately, the North-South dialogue and the future 
of the Korean peninsula are in the hands of the Korean people. But they will always have a 
helping hand from the United States as they work toward lasting peace, reconciliation and 
security in Korea and throughout Asia. 

Together, we have made great progress toward those goals. With Japan, we secured an 
agreement from North Korea to end its dangerous nuclear program -- which already is frozen 
under international inspection. With other Northeast Asian nations, we are strengthening our 
security alliances so that a region too often torn apart by war knows a future of peace. And we 
are taking historic steps to make trade and investment more free throughout the Asia Pacific area 
so that our people know a future of prosperity. 

South Korea is and must remain a vital leader in these efforts -- all of which are on our agenda 
today. 

President Kim and I also will commemorate the foundation of the partnership between our nations 
when we dedicate the Korean War Veterans Memorial. The monument pays tribute to those 
Americans who fought with the sons and daughters of South Korea in defense of their land. It 
reminds us of all that we sacrificed, together, for freedom. And it stands as evidence of an 
unshakable alliance between our nations -- an alliance that today is stronger than ever. 

Mr. President, we are glad to have you with us. Welcome back to the White House. Welcome 
back to America. 
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President Kim; Mrs. Kim; members of the delegation of the Republic of Korea; distinguished 
guests: Hillary and I are pleased to welcome you to the White House. 

And I have been especially pleased to spend today working with a man whose extraordinary 
resilience is matched only by his deep commitment to democracy: President Kim Young Sam. 

Mr. President, this is our fourth meeting, and if you'll permit me a personal note, I am struck by 
how much we have in common. We both were elected to office at an early age -- you won a seat 
in the National Assembly when you were 25. You entered the Blue House just a month after I 
came to the White House -- or, put another way, we've both spent the past 20,000 hours or so 
dealing with our respective congresses and fielding questions from the press. And we're both 
enthusiastic joggers -- and let me suggest that after this meal, we both may need to run an extra 
mile in the morning. 

Mr. President, for all that brings us together, I must also comment on something that sets you 
apart from most of the leaders of the free world. And that is the extraordinary hardship you 
endured and courage you displayed to help bring democracy to your country. Your years in 
opposition were marked by jail terms, house arrest, an assassination attempt and a 23-day hunger 
strike that almost took your life. As you once put it, "A short life of integrity is better than a 
long life in disgrace." 

But you persisted -- and you prevailed. At your inauguration, you said "Deep in my heart, I have 
a vision of a new Korea ... a freer and more mature democracy ... At last we have established a 
government by the people and of the people of this land." Now, under your leadership, Korea is 
taking its rightful place in the world as both a thriving economy and a dynamic democracy. 

Mr. President, the bonds between our people, forged in the fires of a war on your land, have only 
grown stronger with time. We are united by a history of shared sacrifice, and a future of common 
purpose. Lasting peace, security and reconciliation on the Korean Peninsula. A stable, 
prosperous Asia Pacific region fueled by free and open trade and investn.ent. A rising tide of 
democracy around the world. These are our common goals. Working together, the Republic of 
Korea and the United States can help achieve them. 

Mr. President, when I visited you two years ago, you presented me with a beautiful work of 
calligraphy with your favorite saying "Taedo Mumun" [Tay-eh-DO Moo-moon] -­
"Righteousness Overcomes All Obstacles." Tonight, I ask everyone in this room to raise a glass 
to a man who, through his own righteousness, has overcome all obstacles -- Kim Young Sam. To 
you, Mr. President, and to the friendship between our two countries. 
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On this day -- as we remember the sacrifice of those who 

built the great alliance between the United States and 

Korea -- President Kim has come back to the White 

House to look forward. 

In our discussions, we have focused on the clear and 

common goals that our nations have pursued for decades: 

to strengthen our alliance, to stand together against threats 

to our shared ideals and interests, and to increase the 

safety and prosperity of our peoples. 
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Over the past three years, President Kim and I have 

worked closely together to advance these goals; and in 

him I have found an ally whose courage is matched only 

by his commitment to freedom. 

Our talks centered on the critical strategic challenges 

facing Korea and the United States. Forty-two years have 

passed since the Korean War ended, but for the people of 
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Through all these years, America's commitment to South 

Korea has not wavered -- and today I reaffirmed our 

nation's pledge to keep American forces in Korea as long 

as they are needed and the Korean people want them to 

. 
remam. 
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President Kim and l·eJ~s"t nMcllf om tiMtll&&S&g the 

strategy our nations, along with Japan, are using to 

confront a new, but no less terrible, threat to his people: 

North Korea's dangerous nuclear program. Already, 

thanks to our efforts, North Korea has frozen its existing 

program under international inspection. 

Today, President Kim reaffirmed his strong support for 

the Framework, and for the understanding reached in 

Kuala Lumpur that confirms South Korea's central role in 

helping tpe North acquire less dangerous light water 

reactors. 
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I also told President Kim that the United States regards 

North Korea's commitment to resume dialogue with the 

South as an integral component of the Framework. 

President Kim expressed to me his determination to enter 

into meaningful dialogue with the North, and the United 

States stands ready to support his efforts. As North Korea 

fulfills its nuclear commitments and addresses other 

concerns, it can look forward to better relations with the 

community of nations. 
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I emphasized to President Kim, however, that until South 

and North Korea negotiate a peace agreement, the 

armistice regime will remain in plac~[.?n 1 ;;11 amtbe 
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President Kim and I also touched on a number of regional 

and global security issues: efforts to ensure stability in 

Northeast Asia; Korea's commitment to peacekeeping, 

-R~nr tmgnJ.a; and our commitment to work together on 

issues facing the United Nations Security Council. 
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One hour from now, President Kim and I will look to the 

past as we dedicate the new Korean War Veterans 

Memorial on the Mall. The monument is a long overdue 

reminder of what Americans, fighting alongside the 

people of South Korea, sacrificed in the defense of 

freedom. -In the years since-,--as today's meetings remind 

us, the people of South Korea have built a nation worthy 

of that sacrifice. It is a country that America is proud to 

claim as equal partner and ally .... a thriving reminder of 

the strength of democracy and the power of a people free 

to pursue their dreams. 

Let me now invite President Kim to speak. 
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his meeting with President Kim of Korea who will be here on July 
27 for the dedication of the Korean War Memorial. 
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RECOMMENDATION 

That you sign the Memorandum for the President at Tab I. 

Attachments 
Tab I Memorandum for the President 

Tab A Points to be Made 
Tab B Sequence 
Tab C Biographies 
Tab D Background - Troop Incidents in South Korea 
Tab E Memo to the President from Acting Secretary 
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Statement on Bosnia 
lHE PRESlOENT HAS S~N 

I 'J 1 ~ ; 

Before I begin, I want to say a word about the meetings on 

Bosnia that have taken place in London. 

All of us who are concerned about the future of Bosnia 

and have been outraged by the tragic events of recent 

weeks should welcome the statement of Foreign Secretary 

Rifkind that an attack by the Bosnian Serbs on the United 

Nations safe area of Gorazde will be met by "a substantial 

and decisive response." The conference also agreed that 

the United Nations mission should be strengthened and 

that access to Sarajevo should be ensured by the Rapid 

Reaction Force. 
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coiliIIlunity's dete11niflation-tu deal=Wilh this extremely 
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difficult and destructive problem. There is more work to 

be done -- and the United States is determined to do 

everything it can not only to deal with the problems in 

Gorazde and Sarajevo but also to fmd a peaceful end to 

the war. 
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e :·: amp L (~ , t. h a t V i re! L 11 am ' :c; cu o p e r a t :i o n i n t h e p ;ci s t t vJO '/ f' ;:1 r ::; h a ~: 
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and Cambod.i.a. 

Si11c~rely, 

Anthony Lake 
As:::istant to the President 

for National Security Affairs 
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ACTION 

MEMORANDUM FOR ANTHONY LAKE 

FROM: STANLEY ROTHJ/l 

SUBJECT: Letter from Mr. Thomas Riordan 

Attached at Tab A is a letter to Mr. Thomas Riordan who wrote 
you concerning the normalization of relations with Vietnam. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you sign the letter to Mr. Riordan at Tab A. 

Attachment 
Tab A Letter to Mr. Thomas Riordan 
Tab B Incoming Correspondence from Mr. Thomas Riordan 
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P6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of 

personal privacy ((a)(6) of the PRAI 

C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor's deed 
of gift. 

PRM. Personal record misfile defined in accordance with 44 l l.S.C. 
2201(3). 

RR. Document will be reviewed upon request. 

Freedom of Information Act - 15 ll.S.C. 552(b)i 

b(l) National secnrity classified information l(b)(I) of the FOIAI 
b(2) Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of 

an agency j(b)(2) of the FOIAI 
b(3) Release would violate a Federal statute j(h)(3) of the FOIAl 
h(4) Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial 

information l(h)(4) of the FOIAI 
h(6) Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of 

personal privacy i(h)(6) of the FOIAI 
h(7) Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement 

purposes l(b)(7) of the FOIAI 
h(8) Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of 

financial institutions l(b)(8) of the FOIAI 
h(9) Release would disclose geological or geophysical information 

concerning wells l(h)(9) of the FOIAI 
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MATIOHAL ALLJAl'tCE OF FA"JLIES 
FOR THE RETU~H OF A"ERICA5 "JSSl"G SERUICE"E" 
WORLD WAR II - KOREA - CDLD WAR - UIET"A" 

FRO": DOLORES ALFIJ'ID - CZ86> B61-119' BARB SWORSMI - C612l 3?8-1917 
LYT'lff O'SHEA ---- <718> 816-1359 

to: ALL POW;nJA FA"ILY "~BERS JUHE 17, 1995 
COl'tCERHED CITIZEPIS 
THE "!DIA 

ALL THOSE AS FRUSTRATED AHD Al'tGRY AS WE ARE, GO TO ~OUR WJMDIJ,I, OPE'l't 
IT. STICK 'IOUH HEAD our Af'tD SCRIM "I'" nAD AS HELL." SlttCE 
"EnORIAL DAY WEEXDtD, THE nATIOl'tAL ALL[A"CE OF FAnILIES HAS BEEH 
R[Ul[WlPIG SlmE 198 PAGES OF DOCUf'IEPITS RELATIHG TO OUR POW/"JAS. 

WE DON'T ~l'ICIW ~OTO BE l'llRE ArtGRY WITH, THE. UIET"A"ESE OR TiiE U.S. 
GOUERHMD'iT. TODAV, THE ALLIAHCE RELEASED A LIST or HAnES. RIGHT HOW 
IT WOULD BE lnPOSSIBLE TO GIUE ntE IHTELLIG£HCE CORRELATIOHS FOR ALL 
NA"£D. HOWEUER, WE WOULD LIME TO SHARE A FEW UITH YOU. 

THE FIRST JS BRUCE C. DUCAT. HIS HAl'IE APfrARED Jiii "CATEGORY D 
PROBABLY CAPTURED." THE REPORTS STAJES "'SUBJICT WAS IDEl'ftlrJEll AS A 
POW BY REnJJV1EES. HAHOI REPORTED CAPTURE OF PILOT WHICH CORRELATED 
w l TH THE SHOOT OOwrt or SUBJECT. RE?URl'fEE SAW HELr1ET w ITH DUCAT' s """E 
OH IT:· 

A stca"D "El'tO. TITLED "U.S. PERSOl9tEL BtLIIUtD TD BE '" A CAPTUllED 
STATUS, <WE WILL RELEASE ntE HAftES CO~TAl,,ID IH THIS "Eno SHORTLV) 
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DAUD JULY li. 19?3. REPORTED THE SME IHFORnATIOl'L STATll'fG THAT THEREPORT "DIRECTLY CORRELATES 'IO 
SUBJ." 

BRUCE DUCAT DID "OT CllftE HOftE IH 19?3. HIS HA"£ WAS HOT OH THE DJED 
I" CAPTIUITV LIST. BRUCE DUCAT'S REnAl"S WERE RilURPIED Al'fD IDENTIFIED 
"ARCH J, 1978. UHERE UAS BRUCE DUC:AT BETWEEH THE TinE HE WAS LAST 
SEEft A~D 1978? 

ACCOflDIHG TO THE JULY 14TH 19?3 HD10, CHARLES PUTMAn WAS "LAST SEEH 
llY RETUJllEE. SUBJECT lilAS BEll'tG LED ~AY BY CAPTORS." CHARLES PUTP'IAl'l'S 
HA"E IS HOT o" THE DJED ll'f CAPTIUITY LIST. HIS REnAJNS WERE RETURHED 
nHD lDE"TIFIED HOUE,,BER J, 1~88. WHERE UAS CHAALES PUTHA" BETWEEN 
r1ARCH 9, 19&7 AHD l~B? 

WE ALL lCtlOW THE STORY OF EDWIH 1\JCXER Al'fD HOU HIS REMAINS WERE PUT OH 
DISPLAY AT A "EDlc.AL SCt«JOL. CAPT. ROBERT GREGORY WAS SHOT l){liJH 
DICI,,BEH 2. 196b. TiiE JULY JRD. 1973 •m•o PUTS HIP• [pt "'CAfEGORY c -
PROBABLY DJ£D JH IHCJDEHT - CC11"EMTS: "RETURHE£ REPORTED ESTABLJSHIHG 
UOICE C°"TACT WITH SUBJECT AFTER F.JECTIOrt. RETURNEE HEARD CHASHlr.& 
SOUrtDS AtfD BELIEVES SUBJECT WAS HlltG UP l" TRE[S. RETURHEE l"FO~ED 
BY "UA ntAT SUBJECT HAD DIED. HIS rtAl'II WAS rtOT O" THE DIED IN 
CAPTJUJTY LIST. CAPT. GREGORY'S RE"Al"S WERE RETURMED AHD 
lDEHTIFIED lN 1900. UHAT FOLLOlolS IS DIRECTLV FROn BACHUP 
DOCUnErtTATJCJti TO "Erll DATED lZ ,JAl'tl.IARY l'J'JZ. THE nE"O IS Sl<~ED B'I' 
THAT SULLAR CITJZEtt, BRIGADIER GEftERAL THOl'IAS "'THI SHREDDER" "EEDHAn. 
UHDER THE HF.ADlrtG FORD'ISIC AttALYSIS: "REl'IAlrtS Bil TO 98 PERCE1'1T 
COr1PLETE Wini EUIDEHCE or BURIAL Al'tD STORAGE. SIGHS or EROSIOH, CUT 
"ARKS OH llOHES AnD DRILLED tllLES ll'f JOINTS WERE EUIDEHT. REnAINS ALSO 
COPITAIHED EUIDEHCE OF "" MJTOrsv AHD IHDICATIOftS THEY WERE USED AS AH 
A"'ATO" lCAL SPEC In!J'I." 

FROft THE SA"E DOClJ1DIT. WE tWIUE A REl'ORT Oft l'IAJOR STAHLEY HORl'II. WR 
JULY 3RD REPORTS PUTS MAJOR HORHE IH THE "LAST SEEl't ALIUE CATEGORY." 
THE connEMlS - AJ:RCRllFT HIT BY AIR TO AIR n1ss1LE FIRED BY "lG. A 
GOOD CHUTE WAS SEEH Iii ITH BIEPERS. SAR HEGAl IUE." l'IAJOR HORNE'S 
HE~AIHS WERE ~ETIJR"ED Ort AP~IL le. t990. THE FORE,,SIC A"~L~SIS 
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llEAPS " JIECtlUED AS UtfJDEHTIFIED. RE,.AI"S liltflE BB PERCE"T a:JnPLETE 
WITH SJGl'tS OF BURIAL AftD STORAGE. COrwllrtGLED BOHES COHTAIHED l"PACTED 
DIRT. DISl"FECTAftT. AHD BROlol'C STAIH. rosT-~ORTE" FRACTURES or 
VERTEBRAE. ll'tE RIB, AHD BOTH fEl'IHtAS WIRI IUIDE"T. REnAl"S COHTAIHED 
UHUSUAL ALTERATIOtf OF LlltGJTUOlf'tALLr- ORl[HTID. HARROW GROOVES JH ALL 
LOHG BO"ES, CRAHll.l1, SCAPULA Al'tP HIP BOHES IHCOtfSlSTEHT Wl?H AH111AL OR 
POST-DEPOSIT ICll'tAL DAl'tAGE." HEED llJE SAY, "AJOR HOR"E' S tfAP1£ WAS NOT 
OH THE LIST AS DIED IH CAPTIVITY. 

IF THI UIIT~ESI CAPl'T TELL THE TRUTH ABOUT RDtAl"S HOW THE HELL, CAf'I 
WE EXPECT THin TO TELL THE TRUTH ABrlJt OUR LIUI POU'S. 

THIS BRil'fGS us m DMIEL u. BORAH - A PRUtE EXAnPU: or UlETHAftESE 
LIES. THE JULY 3RD HDtO PUTS DAit BORAH IPf "CATEGORY A - LAST SEEl't 
ALIUE." niAT IS ... JtfTEJlf."STJl'IG Ct«JICE or WORDS. WE WDl"DER LAST SE£ft 
BY WHO"'? Of' OAft BORAH THE ftE1'0 STATlS "AIRCRAFT HIT BY AAA "EAR 
QUA"G TRJ, SUBJECT HAD A GOOD ClfJTE WITH BEEPERS A"D UOICE COPITACT OH 
THE GJIOl.tUI. LAST TRAHS"ISSIO" WAS "GO"ER ALL AROUPfD." UJETHA", WHERE 
IS DAH BORNf7 

GERALD A'itflS. ACCORDll'IG TO THE JULY l4tH 1973 "ENl: "PROBABLY 
CAPTURED" CEUIDEl'CE SUPPORTS AftALVStS lftDICAU:S CAPTURE.) or GERALD 
AYERS THE ~DtO STATES "BEEPER COl'ITACT WAS ESTABLISHED SHORTLY AFTER 
DOW"JHG OF Al1'CRAFT. RETUJlftEE STATES THAT SUBJECT UAS PW IH HA LO 
PRISOH ltl tlORTH UIETl'tAl'I FRO" l JULY TO 4 SIP 7Z." 

GERALD AYERS WAS Dl'tE Of lZ nEH lJi BOARD APf AC130A SHOT DOW" OVIH 
SOUTH UIE™Al"I OH JUHl 1CJ, 1CJ7Z. OTHERS OH BOARD WERE "ARI< DAl'flELSort, 
LARR'/ pt~~ft. JACOB ftEHCER, PAUL GILBERT, LEOH H~t. ROBERT "YHOF. 
ROBIRT HAJUUSOl't. DOHALD JCL IHICE, STAHLEY LEHRKE, Al'tD RI CHARD COLE. 
SEVERAL "°" THS BACK THE "IL ITAJI Y HELD A PIASS BUR I AL AT ARL I l'tG fOpt 
NATIOHAL CE~TERY. THEY llJRIED SEUERAL TEETH APfD BOH£ FRAG"IMTS -
SAID TO BE THE CREW OF THE AC130A. UE GUESS THE REPORT or A RETURtiED 
POW, SAYl"G THAT GERALD AYERS WAS IH A PDW CA"P fRO" JULY 1 - SEPT 
1TH. 1972. DIDl't'T ftEfVt "UCH TO U.S. l"UESTIGATORS. JUST GET 11iOSE 
CASES CLOSED. FAST. RIGHT Q.JVS? THE UlET"A"ESE A"D U.S. GOUERPtnE"TS 
WOULD LIXE US TO BELIEUE GERALD AYERS TO BE DEAD. WE WOHDER7 

BOTH THE JULY 3RD A"D JULY 14nt 1~73 REPORTS "E"TIOHED: JOHH GJIAF IPf 
THE CA~TUHtD ~TATUS. BOTH REPORTS CARRY THE SA"£ co"~E"TS. OF GRAF 
THE REPORTS STATE "SE'UERAL llPTS CORRELATE lalITH HIS CAPTURE. SOUJICES 
RPY SU&J DIED BY DJlll.lfltfG I" AH ESCAPE ATTfnPT A"D UAS BURIED AT XR 
6567. SOURCE IDE"t PHOTO or SUBJ AS THE "A" WHO HAD DIED A"D STATED 
THAT GRAF WAS BURIED BY LHS IH AREA OF 91. LOHG TOAH AT YR 6567. 
RETURl'tEE RPT ntAT HE HEARD GRAF'S HAPIE OUER l'tUtf RADIO IH LATE 1971. 
RfTS Opt flLE ntAT COJIREl.ATE WITH SUBJ UHICH l"DJC THAT HE IS ALIVE AS 
or 1~73. o~ VIEnuvt, ALIVE OR DEAD. UHERE IS JOHtf GRAF7 

ClUlLIA" JA"ES SlnPSOM ArtD BRITISH l'fATIO"AL THO"AS CORPfTH~AITE "A~E 
THE JULY 3RD LJST UIGEJI "CATEGORY D - PROBABLY CAPTURED." TH! REPORT 
Jl[AJ)S '' S IMfSll't a CORtfntilA I TE LEFT QU t tlOHH FOR SGft 111 A JEEP MD WERE 
CArfURED DURUtG Aft MIIJSH. RALLIERS REl'ORTED CORHTHUAITE ALLEGEDLY 
WAS ~ILLED DUffJHG ESCAPE ATrtnrr. RETURftEES REPORTED HEARl"G 
CORHJHWAITE'S PfAl'IE [JI HAl'tOI RADIO IN LATE 1971. CORptTHWAJTE'S NAl'IE 
WAS YOUl'tD O" THE WALL AHD A SCRAP Of PAPER AT THE CITADEL IPf JAH 73. 
OM UIETl'IA,,, WHERE ARE THE't'? 

THE HA"ES GO Ott AHD OH, Ulni DESCHIPtlOl'tS, AFTER D£TAILED 
DESCRIPTlll'tS OF AftERICAHS '" THE QJSTODV or THI UIETHAnESE. r\Af'I~ OF 
THEii, YET TO CO"E HlltE. 

IH OUR POSSESSIClt IS A BRIGHT LIGHTS REPORT. IT IS or l"TEREST THAT 
THE DATE OF THE REFORT IS REDACTED. HO DOUBT TO fROTECT H~TIOf'tAL 
srCURJTY. WE CA" TELL THE REPORT WAS ISSUED PRIOR TD JULY 10. 1~?2 
AS T~AT IS niE DATE A T~PED C~"[~T WAS ADDED TO THE RtPDRT. THAT 
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CD"l"IErtT "AllE IV "AJ. C.W. UATSOH. STATE'S "SPECIFICS OF PH'l'SICAL 
DISCRIPTIOftS DO "OT TALLY. l-IJUEUER GEOGRAPHIC LOCATIOrt, DATE OF 
CAPTURE AftD RACIAL DERIUATIClt CCAUCASl~/ftEGROJ lrtDICATES THIS IS 
ALftOST CERTAlftL'i nME Art)) nPllt: LOST 31 "AROi 1971. SOURCE PUTS THE 
REPORTED DATE AND Pl.AC[ or CAPTURE ALl"IOST ()ti THE nONtY FOR rtA"E." 

SO WHO ARE HAftE ArtD ~E1. THEY ARE JRrlES SALLEY AriD PHILIP TERRILL. 
THE JULY 3RD 1973 ru:no rurs fHEl"I I" "CATEGORY B - PROBABLY DIED IH 
r.APT JU lt'i." THE COll'IIttT Rl:ADS "REPORTS Oft HAftD THAT CORRELATE TO TH lS 
lHCIDErtT. RETURttEE CALLLllrtEl REPORTED THAT HE RECEIVED IHFORl'IATIOl'I 
FROl"I SALLEY CDIED IH F~ CAl"IPl THAT SUBJECT CTERRILL) DIED Ort TtiE TRAIL 
TO ttUrt." J~ES SALLEY'S ftArt! IS Ort THE DIED lrt CAPTIUITY L1St. HIS 
REnAl"S HAU[ YET TO BE RETUllttD. JAftES SALLEY IS BUT OrtE or THE l"IAHY 
HOSTAGES ALIUE A"D DEAD. HELD BY THl UIETMAPIESE. 
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WAS WARTl"E IHTELLIGEftCE GOOD7 IT WAS GOOD, DArl" GOOD. JUST AS TODAY'S l"TELLl~fl'ICE ABllJT LIU[ 
row's IS DAl"l'I GCIJD. DURiftG THE WAR, l"TELLIGEl'tCE WAS USED TO TRACE POLIS. TODAY. IMTELLIGIMCE ()Pl 

POW'S IS JGl'()RED, OR DEBl.lftKED. THE RULE Of THl.ltB. AMY JrtfOR"ATIOrt OM DEAD AnERICFltS lS ACCURATE. 
AMY IHFOJU'1ATION Ort LIUE AftERICArtS IS A FABRICAT10H. OUF.RllEAD SATEl.LITE l"MERY DOESH' T PHOTOGRAPH 
"ESSAGES FROl'I POU'S, IT rICMS UP GEOGRAPHICAL ArtOMALIES. SOUTHEAST ASIA MUST HOLD THE RECORD FOR 
GEOGRAPHICAL A"CIMALIES THAT CORRELATE TO ArtERICAM row·s. 

LltAT WE PRESE"TED HERE. IS A SMALL FRACTI°" Of IHfORMATIO~ AVAILABLE O" AMERICAH POYS, ALIUE AMD 
DEAD. UIETl'1A" l<tcOWS WHERE n1ES£ "~ARE AHD SO DO U.S. OFFICIALS. YET. BO~ SIDES DO HOTHIHG TO 
CORRECT "ISTAKES "ADE DUER TWIHTY YEARS AGO. 

JUST READl"G THESE DOCUMErtts, tURrtS OUR STl1"AQ-IS. nJRrtlftG STOMCHS 
BRIHGS US TO SD'IATORS JOHM "CCAJH AftD JOHH KERRY. FRESEHT ArtD FOJl'IER 
GDUERNnEl'iT OFFICIAL SUCH AS CHUCK TROWBRIOGE. JOE HARUEY, JOE 
SCHLATTER AHD THAT ILK. TO THEM UE ASX, HOW DO YOU SLEEP AT NIGHT? 

AFTER READlrtG THIS, ARE YOU AS AHGRY AS WI ARE? WELL SHOUT, STA"P 
YOUR FEEl OR PUptCH A WALL, THI" GIT DOlitl TO BUSl"ESS. 

WE MUST STOP NORl"IALl2ATIOrt. UIETNAM HAS HOT COOPERATED ON THE POU 
ISSUE AND THE U.S. GOUERNftEHT IS DOlrtG "OTHIHG TO El'ICOURAGE THEN TO DO 
SO. GIUirtG UIETtlAn ACCESS TO THE WORLD BAH~ DIDft'T !"CREASE 
CODPEHATIO". LIFTlrtG THE TRADE E"BARGD. DIDM'T JHC~EASE COOPERATIOft. 

UJETrtA" HAS NOT EARHED ltJRnALIZATlort. "D~ALIZATlOrt UILL rtOT 
l"CREASE ACCESS TO POW 1nrORl'1ATIOH. THAT IS Art [Xa.JSE fOLITIClAHS 
LIKE JOtl'( CHANOIJ KERRY ArtD JOHf'I CHAUE YOU HUGGED A COPV'IUttIST TODAY) 
nccAIH LIKE TO USE TO HIDE THEIR TRUE l'ICITIUES - - GREED. 

PRESIDEMT CllftTCli, IF YOU DO NOR"ALJZE RELATICJ1S WITH UlETNAft, D01'4'T 
USE THI fOW'S TO JUSTIFY YOUR ACTICl'IS. TH! fAnlLIES ArtD FRI~DS or 
ClJR POU'S Sl"fLY DON'T llJY IT. MR. FRESIDiftT, WHEl'i YOU SELL OUT 
THOSE WHO fOUGHT Irt YOUR PLACE, HAUI THE GUTS TO SAY \'OUR DECJSIIJl"f IS 
OASrD OH PROFITS HOT "ORALITY. 

l'ATRICIA PLll'IADOR£. SISTER OR POW/NIA J<Ift"ITH PLunADORE. SAYS IT BEST 
"I THiftK IT'S WROnG TO RECO~IZE VJETftRrl. WHY DOH'T THEY JUST AD"IT 
IliAT THEY'RE DOING TtiJS TO~ OUER THERE AftD l"IA~E P'IJN£Y1 WHY ARE THEY 
LYlttG Af'fD SAYlrtG U£'flE DOIPCG THIS FOR n-tE ftIA'S7" 

TO ADNIT TH£ REAL REASOH FOR THE RUSH TO "ORNALIZE. THOS[ IN YAUOR or 
THIS STEP WOULD HAUE TO SPEAX THE T~UTH A"D THAT rtY FRIEHDS IS A 
FOREIGN COHCEPT TO 9'9.99'99%, Of THOSE I" WF\SHll'tGTOH DECEIT. 

GET nAD. AND STAY "AD. PASS THIS FAX TO YllJR FRIENDS AftD ArtY 
ORGAHIZATJOl"IS YOU BELO"G TO. CO"TACT YOUR SENATORS AND THE PRESJDEHT. 
SErtD THE "ISSAGE LOUD AHD CLEAR. no "O~ALIZATIO" WITH UlET"A". 
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Facing Up to the Dirty Secret of Vietnam 
Y ES, IT'S time to restore diplomatic relatioos 

with Vietnam. 
And it's also time th tell Americans the 

whole truth about lhe prisoners or war who didn't 
come home. 

For more than 20 years, Hanoi and Washington 
have 60Ught lo suppress the shameful secnt that 
not all the American POWs were returned aft.er 
the peace aocords were signed in early 1973. The 
two governments, or course, had dissimilar mo­
tives ror hiding the truth, but they shared one 
common desire - to save (act>. 

A large and still-growing body of evidence shows 
that the Vietnamese held back prisoners - possi­
bly hundreds of them - in order lo bargain for 
war reparations.~ the yean passed, and Hanoi's 
secret overtures to get the Uoiled States to pay the 
ransom either fell apart lhrm.;.gh bungling or were 
met with rejection in Washir.gt.on, it became hard­
er and harder for both sides w tell the truth. 

The Vietnamese sorely wanted acceptance into 
the international community and the economic aid 
that would follow. A confession that they had held 

· prisoners in violation of a peace treaty - and 
probably executed many or -.hem - could, they 
feared, undermine Hanoi's rehabilitation and was 
thus shunned as a truth-telling gesture that could 
not be risked. 

The American governm£-nt faced a similar 
risk.. How do you admit lha.t you knew from t.he 
start that significant numbers of U.S. POWs had 
nol been repatriated by J-J'lnoi in 1973? And 
that &.inoe then you had committed yourself to 
obacuring, distorting, ignoring and sometimes 
even falsi.fyiog the evidence? The public outrage 
could be enormous, enougn perhaps to bring 
down a president and all bis men. As a result, 
six BUCOe68ive American pr1:sidents, from Rich­
ard Nimn t.o Bill Clinton, have cboseo lo deal 
with the issue in secret, ultimately with no re­
su.lt. They too could not confess to what they 
knew, for rear of the dishonor il could bring to 
them and to the nation's reputation. 

So here we are, more th<>n two decades later, 
with a certain and overdue need to end the Viet­
nam War by exchanging amba..."'53dors. and yet still 
not enough backbone and chancier in Washing­
ton t.o utter a fonnal apology to the American peo-

pie, and in particuJar ID the families of the men 
&till unaocount.ed for. 

Cold realism dictates that we caonot apect an 
equ.ivaleot gesture froDl Hanoi, at least not at this 
time. We are the democracy and they are not. One­
aided or nol, a public admission of the historical 
truth about the POWs is crucial to reducing the 
size of the shadow that the Vietnam War continues 
to cast ov~r the United States. 

Maybe it won't happen, and both sides will sim-

SYDNEY H. SCHANBERG 

Six successive 
American . 
presi-
dents 
have 

chosen to deal with 
the issue in secret. 

ply go on lying. Some national shames fester in 
cl09ets even longer than this one. The Tuskegee 
scandaJ, for instance, was hidden for 40 yea.rs. 
About 400 poor black sharecroppers in Alabama 
with syphilis were made part of a government ex­
peri menL in 1932 lo study "untreated syphilis in 
the Negro male." Blood samples were taken regu­
larly from the meo, but none was offered any 
treatment. That experiment didn 'l come to light 
until 1972, when st.ones broke in newspape:s. 

It took nearly 50 years before similar exposure 

laid bare the government radiation tests conduct­
ed in the 1940s on people who had not given their 
informed oonsent. The purpose waa t.o see bow plu­
tonium, the element that fuels atomic bombs, 
1~ on the body. That story lay buried until a 
reporter for The AJbuquerque Tribune, Eileen 
Welsome, dug il out in 1993. 

The l~n is, I guess, that sometimes dirty se­
crets don't emerge until oearly all the participants 
are dead and the nation can deal wiLb the di&grace 
pretty much as an abstraction. That doesn't bode 
well for the secrete of Vietnam. Ezcept for Nixon, 
all the participating presidents are alive, as are 
many of I.heir best. and brightest. 

It isn't that the evidence of the POWs hasn't 
bubbled t.o the surfare from time to time. But on 
each occasion, the inform.at.ion has been quickly 
surrounded by the government's debunkers, who 
then declare il inconclusive or call il a hoax or s.ty 
that the distress-signal ground markings that ap­
peared clearly on satellitt: imagery weren't re.ally 
man-made symbol~ at all but merely "photograph· 
ic anomalies." 

The press, too, joined in this chorus of the delib­
erately blind. At. times, it seemed I.Ml e\'eryone in 
the opinion industry was also too ashamed to 
speak the truth. For example, in 1992, three for· 
mer defense secretaries from the Vietnam period 
- Melvin Laird, Elliot Richardson and James 
Schlesinger - all testified before a Senate commit­
tee, under oath, that. American prisoners had in­
deed been left behind in 1973. The Washington 
press corps gave it one-day treatment and·never 
brought it up agaio. 

\Vhen t.he debunker& ~t realty desperate - that 
is, when revelatory documenta are thrust in their 
faces, such as evidence that men were believed 
alive by intelligence officiaJs as recently a& the lat.e 
1980s - they immediately recast the isaue by de­
manding lo know if there is proof that any captiv~ 
are stiU alive today. No one can answer ye& wit.h 
w1.ainly, bul in any event it's a phony challenge. 

From the beginning, I.here has been only one 
question: What happened to the men who were not 
returned? President Clinton can bring this Be(:ret 
out of hiding even as he moves to normalize rela­
tions with Vietnam. Or he can turn his back and 
join his predecessors in ignoble silence. 
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