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SANDRA J. KRISTOF~ 
Carter Letter on North Korea 

9082 

Jimmy Carter wrote the President urging sensitivity in dealing 
with the North Korea nuclear issue and, in particular, suggesting 
we avoid making public demands that will prevent the North from 
accepting a compromise. 

The proposed reply thanks President Carter for his ideas and . 
assures him our policy toward North Korea recognizes the need to 
avoid backing the North into a corner which could trigger 
unpredictable results. ~r7 

Concurrence by: Dan ~eman 
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That you sign the memo to the President at Tab I. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

ACTION 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: ANTHONY LAKE 

SUBJECT: Letter to Jimmy Carter 

Purpose 

To reply to Jimmy Carter's concern that our approach to North 
Korea avoid making public demands that will prevent the North 
from accepting a compromise to the nuclear issue. 

Background 

9082 

Jimmy Carter wrote you urging our policy with North Korea take 
into account the need for the North to avoid a public loss of 
face in its negotiations with us. 

The proposed reply notes the situation with North Korea requires 
firmness and reaffirms our willingness to resolve the nuclear 
issue through dialogue with the North. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you sign the letter to Jimmy Carter at Tab A. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Dear President Carter: 

Thank you for sharing your thoughts on 
resolving the North Korean nuclear issue. I 
agree that we should seek a thorough, broad 
approach to resolving the impasse, through 
dialogue if possible. North Korea must also 
understand, however, that dialogue will not 
be possible if it fails to live up to its 
obligations to the International Atomic 
Energy Agency and to address the nuclear 
issue in discussions with South Korea. 

I am firmly committed to advancing our goals 
of preserving a safe and secure nonnuclear 
peninsula and promoting a strong 
nonproliferation regime. Your discussions 
with Chris and Tony have been most helpful 
and I hope you will keep us apprised of any 
further news you receive from the North as 
well as your insights regarding this critical 
national security challenge. 

Sincerely, 

President Jimmy Carter 
The Carter Center 
Atlanta, Georgia 

'·· . 

·' 1.~ 

! •' 
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JIMMY C,\R'l l·.I< 

November 17, 1993 

To President Bill Clinton 

I presume you have received a copy of the pro-NAFTA letter 
that we prepared yesterday and are delivering today from all five 
of your predecessors. From my more recent phone calls, the move 
seems to be in our favor. I wish you -- and our nation well 
on the upcoming vote. 

I am writing you because of my deep concern about the North 
Korea issue. Last week I shared my concerns with Boutros-Ghali 
and with both Warren Christopher and Tony Lake, but, since you 
will be making the final decision on what to do, I also want you 
to have my opinion. 

Unless resolved successfully, this problem in the Korean 
peninsula could become a much greater international crisis than 
any that you inherited in Somalia, Haiti, or Bosnia. For the 
past two years, we at The Carter Center have spent a 9reat deal 
of time addressing the disputes, mostly attempting to learn how 
the North Korean leaders think and feel. 

Because of many continuing importunities from them for me to 
visit North Korea, I received encouragement from the State De­
partment early last year and sent an advance team to both Koreas. 
Before I made my own plans to 90, however, Secretary Baker in­
formed me that the talks were going exceedingly well on the 
nuclear issue and between Pyongyang and Seoul and that there was 
no need for me to make a visit. 

I understand the reluctance to visit with top leaders in 
North Korea, and I would never do anything to interfere with a 
promising negotiation path. However, now there is every possi­
bility that the isolated and paranoid leaders will be forced into 
making decisions thnt will be very difficult if not impossible to 
reverse. It will not hurt to treat them with respect and to 
permit a comprehensive agreement to be worked out that might lead 
to peace and reconciliation on the peninsula and remove the 
threat of their final rejection of IAEA inspections. If we 
continue to make public demands or seek U.N. sanctions (provided 
China will agree to abstain), it will no longer allow the North 
Koreans to save face and to seek a compromise. 
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As you know, we do not need the Team Spirit exercises in any 
case, and haven't even included it in next year's budget, but now 
it has become something of a face saving issue for us, if we give 
it up as part of a public quid pro quo. Only in a privately 
negotiated comprehensive agreement can both we and they avoid 
boxing ourselves into a corner. 

In closing, let me urge you to treat this developing crisis 
with extreme sensitivity, giving the North Koreans every chance 
to feel respected and to save face. My opinion is that they want 
to work out a solution, but not as a result of public pressure. 

The Honorable Bill Clinton 
The President 
The White House 

Sincerely, 

Washington, o.c. 20500-2000 



Withdrawal/Redaction Marker 
Clinton Library 

DOCllMENT NO. 
AND TYPE 

SllBJECTfflTLE DATE RESTRICTION 

006. email From White House Situation Room to Wiedemann, Poneman, Kristoff, 
Ragle and Aoki at 13:25. Subject: Consultations. (4 pages) 

12/08/1993 Pl/b(I) 

COLLECTION: 
Clinton Presidential Records 
National Security Council 
Asian Affairs 
OA/Box Number: 64 

FOLDER TITLE: 
Korea [Folder 2] [I] 

2009-0528-F 

vzl431 

RESTRICTION CODES 
Presidential Records Act - 144 li.S.C. 2204(a)I 

Pl National Security Classilied Information l(a)(l) of the PRAI 
P2 Relating to the appointment to Federal oflice l(a)(2) of the PRAI 
PJ Release would violate a Federal statute l(a)(J) of the PRAI 
P4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential commercial or 

financial information l(a)(4) of the PRAI 
P5 Release would disclose confidential advice between the President 

and his advisors, or between such advisors la)(5) of the PRAI 
P6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of 

personal privacy l(a)(6) of the PRAI 

C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor's deed 
of gift. 

PRM. Personal record misfile defined in accordance with 44 ll.S.C. 
2201(3). 

RR. Document will he reviewed upon request. 

Freedom of Information Act - 15 ll.S.C. 552(b)I 

h(I) National security classified information l(b)(I) of the FOIAI 
h(2) Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of 

an agency l(h)(2) of the FOIAI 
h(J) Release would violate a Federal statute l(b)(J) of the FOIAI 
h(4) Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial 

information l(h)(4) of the FOIAI 
b(<i) Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of 

personal privacy l(b)(6) of the FOIAI 
h(7) Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement 

purposes l(h)(7) of the FOIAI 
h(8) Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of 

financial institutions l(b)(8) of the FOIAI 
h(9) Release would disclose geological or geophysical information 

concerning wells l(h)(9) of the FOIAI 



Withdrawal/Redaction Marker 
Clinton Library 

DOCUMENT NO. 
AND TYPE 

SllBJECTffITLE DATE RESTRICTION 

007. email From White House Situation Room to Wiedemann, Whyman, Ragle, 
McGeath, et al at 14:29. Subject: Meetings with President Kirn. (4 
pages) 

12/0311993 PI /b( I) 

COLLECTION: 
Clinton Presidential Records 
National Security Council 
Asian Affairs 
ONJ3ox Number: 64 

FOLDER TITLE: 
Korea [Folder 2] [I] 

2009-0528-F 

vzl431 

RESTRICTION CODES 
Presidential Records Act - (44 ll.S.C. 2204(a)( 

Pl National Security Classified Information ((a)(I) of the PRA( 
P2 Relating to the appointment to Federal office ((a)(2) of the PRAI 
PJ Release would violate a Federal statute l(a)(J) of the PRAI 
P4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential commercial or 

financial information ((a)(4) of the PRA( 
P5 Release would disclose confidential advice between the President 

and his advisors, or between such advisors la)(5) of the PRAI 
P6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of 

personal privacy ((a)(6) of the PRAI 

C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor's deed 
of gift. 

PRM. Personal record misfile defined in accordance with 44 ll.S.C. 
2201(3). 

RR. Document will be reviewed upon request. 

Freedom of Information Art -15 ll.S.C. 552(b)( 

b( I) National security classified information ((b)( I) of the FOIA( 
b(2) Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of 

an agency l(h)(2) of the FOIA I 
b(J) Release would violate a Federal statute ((h)(J) of the FOIA( 
b(4) Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial 

information ((b)(4) of the FOIAI 
h(6) Release would constitute 11 clearly unwarranted invasion of 

personal privacy ((h)(6) of the FOIAI 
h(7) Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement 

purposes ((b)(7) of the FOIA( 
h(8) Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of 

financial institutions l(b)(8) of the FOIA I 
h(9) Release would disclose geological or geophysical inform11tion 

concerning wells l(b)(9) of the FOIA( 



Withdrawal/Redaction Marker 
Clinton Library 

DOCUMENT NO. 
AND TYPE 

008. paper 

COLLECTION: 

SlJBJECTflTrLE 

North Korea. (2 pages) 

Clinton Presidential Records 
National Security Council 
Asian Affairs 
OA/Box Number: 64 

FOLDER TITLE: 
Korea [Folder 2] [I] 

DATE 

n.d. 

RESTRICTION 

Pl /b(I) 

2009-0528-F 
vzl431 

RESTRICTION CODES 
Presidential Records Act - 144 ll.S.C. 2204(a)I 

Pl National Security Classified Information i(a)(I) of the PRAI 
P2 Relating to the appointment to Federal office i(a)(2) of the PRA I 
P3 Release would violate a Federal statute l(a)(3) of the PRAI 
P4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential commercial or 

financial information j(a)(4) of the PRAI 
PS Release would disclose confidential advice between the President 

and his advisors, or between such advisors ja)(S) of the PRAI 
P6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of 

personal privacy l(a)(6) of the PRAI 

C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor's deed 
of gift. 

PRM. Personal record misfile defined in accordance with 44 ll.S.C. 
2201(3). 

RR. Document will be reviewed upon request. 

Freedom of Information Act -15 ll.S.C. 552(b)I 

b( I) National security classified information l(h)( I) of the FOIAI 
h(2) Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of 

an agency l(b)(2) of the FOIAI 
h(3) Release would violate a Federal statute l(h)(3) of the FOIAI 
b(4) Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial 

information l(h)(4) of the FOIAI 
h(6) Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of 

personal privacy l(h)(6) of the FOIAI 
h(7) Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement 

purposes l(h)(7) of the FOIAI 
h(I!) Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of 

financial institutions j(h)(8) of the FOIAI 
b(9) Release would disclose geological or geophysical information 

concerning wells l(h)(9) of the FOIAI 



NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

09-Dec-1993 13:01 EDT 

UNCLASSIFIED 

MEMORANDUM FOR: SEE BELOW 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

Steven Aoki 
(AOKI) 

Proposed Press Guidance- North Korea 

Press Guidance 

NORTH KOREA 
December 9, 1993 

Q: Do the President's remarks on North Korea yesterday indicate 
a shift in his assessment of the situation? 

A: No. The President has consistently said that North 
Korea's refusal to comply with its nonproliferation 
obligations is a very serious matter. 

We continue to hope that North Korea will take the 
necessary steps to resolve this issue. 

We remain fully committed to our objectives of a 
nuclear-free Korean peninsula and a strong 
international nonproliferation regime. 

Q: What's your view of the Boutros Ghali trip to North Korea? 

A: The Secretary General's planned trip to North Korea is 
an indication of the strong concerns felt throughout 
the international community about North Korea's actions 
in the nuclear area. 

(If asked) 

We expect that he will convey these concerns to the 
North Koreans and urge them to fulfill their 
nonproliferation commitments, as the UN Security 
Council has already urged. 

The Secretary General is not carrying any message from 
the U.S. to North Korea. 



Q: What do you think about leadership changes in North Korea? 

A: North Korea is facing serious economic problems. I 
wouldn't want to speculate, however, on what lies 
behind the changes just announced in North Korea's 
government. 

State will take a similar line. 
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

21-Dec-1993 13:15 EDT 

UNCLASSIFIED 

MEMORANDUM FOR: SEE BELOW 

FROM: Daniel B. Poneman 
(PONEMAN) 

SUBJECT: Korea guidance 

Q: What is going on with the North Koreans? 

A: As you know we received a response yesterday from 
the North Koreans to our December 10 proposal. 

We are now proceeding with consultations with South 
Korea and our allies. 

Discussions with North Korea are continuing. 

Q: Did the North Koreans give you enough to discuss? 

A: If not, then discussions with the North would not be 
continuing. 

Any other questions should be used to segue back into our 
overall guidance, i.e. two goals of nonnuclear peninsula and 
strong nonproliferation regime; meeting goals through full 
compliance with international obligations to IAEA and under 
North-South denuclearizatin accord; strong commitment to ROK 
allies; US continues to work with entire international 
community to achieve objectives; seeking resolution 
diplomatically but if continuity of safeguards broken the 
issue will return to the UN Security Council. 
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

22-Dec-1993 18:16 EDT 

UNCLASSIFIED 

MEMORANDUM FOR: SEE BELOW 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

Steven Aoki 
(AOKI) 

Boutros Ghali visit to NKorea guidance 

Press Guidance 

NORTH KOREA 
December 22, 1993 

Q: What's your view of the Boutros Ghali trip to North Korea? 

A: The Secretary General was invited by the North Koreans 
and accepted the invitation. 

(If asked) 

The UN Security Council and General Assembly are both 
on record calling for North Korea to comply with its 
nonproliferation obligations and cooperate fully with 
the IAEA. 

we would expect that the Secretary General would convey 
these concerns to the North Koreans and urge them to 
fulfill their nonproliferation commitments. 

The Secretary General is not carrying any message from 
the U.S. to North Korea. 

Poneman, Clarke and Chern have cleared this guidance. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

February 21, 1993 

Dear Gary: 

I greatly appreciate your carrying this 
message to President-elect Kim Young-Sam. 

Although the Koreans apparently decided not 
to seek official delegations, I'm delighted 
you will be there for the United States. 

Sincerely, 

The Honorable Gary Ackerman 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D. C. 2051_5 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

February 21, 1993 

Dear Mr. President: 

It is with great pleasure that I extend my 
congratulations and those of the American people 
to you on your inauguration as the President of 
the Republic of Korea. Throughout your 
impressive political career, you have championed 
the cause of democracy and human rights. 

Close ties have bound the United States and the 
Republic of Korea for many years. Through war 
and peace we have together worked for stability 
and prosperity on the Korean Peninsula and in 
Northeast Asia. In doing so, our people have 
become good friends as well as allies. I look 
forward to your help in building and to 
supporting an even stronger partnership. 

The Republic of Korea, because of the strength, 
endurance and hard work of its people, has 
become an important part of the international 
community. Your country now joins with us not 
only in defense of the Republic of Korea, but 
throughout the world on matters of international 
peace and cooperation. I want you to know how 
much we value that cooperation. 

I wish you and the people of Korea the best of 
luck in the next five years. Be assured that 
you can count on my support and that of the 
United States. 

His Excellency 
Kim Young-Sam 
President 
Republic of Korea 

Sincerely, 
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[011] 

DELEGATION OF THE REPUBLIC OF KOREA 

I. OFFICIAL MEMBERS (14) 

·Name Title 
Period 
of Stay 

"*1. H.E. HAN Sung Joo Minister of 11/21-24 
Foreign Affairs 

2. H.E. KIM Chul Su Minister of Trade, 11/21-24 
Industry & Energy 

j3. Arob. Seung-Soc HAN Amb. to the U.S.A. 

4. Mrs. Seung-Sao HAN Wife of Ambassador 

Mr. PARK Kwan Yong Chief of Staff to 
the President 

11/21-24 

;r6. Gen. LEE Yang Ho Joint Chiefs of 
Staff 

11/20-24 

7. Mr. SHIN Kyung Shik Secretary to the ll/21/-24 
President of the 
Democratic Liberal Party 

8. Mr. PARK Sang Bum Director-General 11/21-24 
of the Presidential 
security Service 

Dr. PARK Jae Yoon senior ~ecretary 11/21-24 
fee>N.Grnl <'.._ ~ 

Dr. CHUNG Chong Wook Senior Secretary 11/21-24 
to the President for 
Foreign & National 
Security Affairs 

*11. Mr. LEE Kyeong Jae Presidential ll/21-24 
Spokesman & Senior 
Press Secretary to the 
J?resident 

I 

12. Arnb. CHOI Dong-Jin Chief of Protocol, 11/21-24 
MOFA 

13. Mr. KIM Suk Woo Protocol Secretary 11/21-24 
to the President 

!41002 

1 
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j< 14. Mr. JANG Jai Ryong Director-General ll/21-24 
of American Affairs 

[011] 

Bureau, MOFA 

II. UNOFFICIAL MEMBERS (49) 

A. Presidential Secretariat (30) 

Title 
Period 
of Stay 

1. Dr. GOH Chang Soon Personal Physician 11/21-24 
to the President 

2. Mr. LIM Woo Young Secretary to the 11/21-24 
Chief of staff 

3. Dr. YOO Chang Hee Staff, Economic 11/21-24 
Affairs Off ice 

4. Mr. PARK Tae Ho staff, Economic ll/21-24 
Affairs Office 

5. Mr. LEE Yang 

6. Mr. LIM Sung Nam 

Secretary to the 
President for 
Foreign Affairs 

Staff, Foreign 
Affairs Off ice 

7. Mr. CHUN Bong Keun Secretary to the 
for National 
Security Affairs 

11/21-24 

11/21-24 

11/21-24 

8. Mr. LEE Byung Chul Staff, National 11/21-24 
Security Affairs Office 

9. Mr. KIM Hyuk Kyu Secretary to the 11/21-24 
President for Civil 
& Judicial Affairs 

10. Mr. HAN Young Hyun Press Secretary to 11/21-24 
the President 

11. Mr. PARK Young Hwan Press Secretary to 11/21-24 
the President 

12. Mr. PARK Jin Press Secretary to 11/21-24 
the President 

{b) 

i4J OOJ 

s 



11: 19 'a'2026-lii388 ~~~ ASIAN AFFAIRS 14!004 

3 

13. Mr. KIM Chul Hee Staff, Press Office 11/21-24 

14. Mr. KANG Jong Pil staff, Press Office 11/21-24 

15. Mr. LEE Kyung Woo Protocol Secretary 11/21-24 
to the President 

16. Mr. KIM Wook Staff, Protocol 11/21-24 
Office 

17. Mr. PARK Suk Hwan Staff, Protocol 11/21-24 
Office 

18. Mr. HUH Yong Sang Staff, Protocol II 

Office 

19. Mr. KIM Ki Soo Ade. to the President II 

20. Mr. JUNG Byung Kook Secretary to the First II 

Lady, Presidential 
Household 

21. 

22. 

[ 011] 23. 

24. 

25. 

26. 

27. Mr. KIM Hyon Jong Photographer II 

28. Mr. KOO Jah Yook cameraman II 

29. Mr. PARK Chang Hee Cameraman " 
30. Mr. PARK Sang Wook Cameraman II 
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B. Ministry of Foreign Affairs (9) 

Period 
Name Title of Stay 

1. Mr. CHOI Jong Il Principal Secretary 11/21-24 
to the Minister 

2. Mr. PAEK Young Sun Directory, Protocol 
Division 

II 

3 . Mr. KIM Eun Jeong 

4. Mr. KOO Hong Seek 

5. Mr. HONG Sang Woo 

6. Mr. CHOI Chul Ho 

7. M:r. KIM Young Mok 

8. Mr. CHO Tae Yong 

Deputy Director, 11/18-25 
Protocol Division 

Protocol Officer 11/21-24 

Protocol Officer " 
Protocol Officer " 
Director, North II 

America Division 

Deputy Director, North 
America Division 

II 

9. Mr. YOON Yeo Cheol Second Secretary of 11 

Korean Embassy in the U.S. 

C. Other Government Organizations (2) 

1. Mr. LIM Chae Min 

2. Mr. PARK Se Heon 

Title 
Period 
of stay 

Principal Secretary 11/21-24 
to the Minister of 
Trade, Industry & Energy 

special Secretary 
the Joint Chief 

11/20-24 

(b)(7 

14!005 

4 

Rmn i 

7)(f) 

[ 011] 

(7)(f) 


