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My 70 million fellow Koreans at home and aQroad, P~esident Roh 

Tae Woo, other former presidents and distinguished quests, today we 

gather here to open a new er• ot democracy under civilian 

qo~ernment-- the climax of our lonq and tireless pursuit. We have 

had to wait for thia moment for thirty lonq years. At last, we 

h&ve established a qovernment by the pe=ple and of the people for 

this land. The qovernment that ia comin9 into beinq today has its 

foundation in the ~urninq desire and qreat sacrifices ot the people 

for demoora.c::y. 

Standinq ~efore our National Assembly, I am deeply moved, for 

this has lonq been the scene of my 4itticul t and passionate 

strugqle for democr•cy. 'l'he Korean people truly a.:re a great people 

ancS I extend. my deep qratitude to you. Kay the glory of our hation 

be with you forever. Today, I join you all in paying tribute to 

those who no~ly sacrifioa4 themselves in the stru;qle for democracy 

and thus cannot be with us today. 

Fellow citizens, as I aa•ume the Presidency, z am acutely 

aware of OU% historic mission to ~uild a new bameland. ~be spirit 

ot renewal is now rising in this lana. In the past, the Korean 

people have enjoyac! luxuriant sUDitnera, l::iut have also suffered 

withering winters. Today, tbia spirit of national advancement 

repr•••nts the hope of a nev sprinq. 

Thia nev season deman4s that we make a fresh start with 

renewed determination. Deep in my heart, I have a vision of a "New 
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Xorea". 'l'he 0 Ncnt Korea" will :be a freer and more mature democratic 

society. Justioe will flow like a ri'7er throuqhout this land. 

This "New .Korea" will be a sharinq community, workin9 and livinq 

together in harmony. A higher quality of life will flgurish and 

the diqnity cf the individual will ~e upheld. The divided xorean 

people will become one and live in peace in a unified land. 

'l'be "New Xoraau Vill stand tall and proud on the eenter staqe 

ot a new and civilized world, makinq a vital contribution to global 

peace and proqress. The "New xore•" will inspire all to t1ork 

enthusiastically and will make our children proud to be ~orean. 

Let us all share in this vision. We are a people who have already 

worked a miracle, risinq f.tom the ashes of a savaqe var that 

followed devastation by eolonial rule. Now, we must build a;ain 

and move tcrvar~ to !ace the ch•llenqea af the future. 

My fellow citisena, 

We must re•li10 however, that as we face these ohallenges, 

conditions are not necessary favoral;)la. In this post-cold war 

world that is moving headlonq into intense econcmia and 

technological oompetitian, old anemias are beinq transformed into 

new friends and old rules and practioes no lonqer apply. Xf we 

fail to adapt to the chahqinq times, ve will only become bc9qed 

~own at the threshold of the developed world. If we do not charge 

forward, we will only ba la!t behind. This is a qrave matter or 

national survival. 



06:21:93 13:J3 'a'2026Hi388 ... - ... \"SC ~0(15:011 

FEB-24-93 WED 14:19 ELIZABETH FAX NO. 2023870205 P. 05 

It is at this time that we should bo buildinq our strenqth to 

create a "New Jtoroa 11 a.:nd yet, we seem to ha'7e become debilitated. 

we are sick with what has ~een termed the ~oreah disease. our 

industriousness and inqenuity--lonq the envy of the vorld--seem to 

be evaporatinq, Our society faces decay if our values continue to 

e%'ode. The Kor•an people seem to have lost confidence in 

themselves. This is the heart of the pro~lem. If we •re in a 

grisis, it is not due to oballenqes from the outside, it is d~e to 

a feeling of defeatiam that comes fro111 within. 

thinqs qo on like this. We ~ust renew our.elves. 

We eannot: let 

We must. shake oft our frustration and lethargy and break 

through to eata:blish a new era of cou:raqa and hope. Wa must 

replace l:>iqotry and inertia. with open-mindedness and vitality, 

strite and ~ontrontation with dialogue and oooperation, and 

mistrust with trust, We must stop oonaiderinq narroti self-

interests an4 ~uild a society which sees us not only live toqether 

but also truly care -.J:iout each ether. These qoals are the ~ery 

root of the cibanqa and refo;rm I advocate. It is not only our 

institutions but also our way of thinking and ~ehavinq that must be 

ohanqed. It ve hide from chanqe and reform, we will be forsaken by 

history. 

Fellow citizens, 

The retorm1 we need ~ust begin with three essential tasks: 

rir•t, misconduct and corruption must ~e rooted out: second The 

economy must be revitalized; third, national 4iacipline must be 

enhanced. 
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Misconduc:it and c:or.ruption a.re the .niost te:rrifyinq enemies 

attackinq the foundations of cur society, There canaot and will 

not be ilDY sanctuary for those who oppose the f iqht aqainst 

corruption. No sanc::tuary ~t all. We trill stamp out all manners of 

improprieties and qraft, I.tn.mediato refo:tm will start at the very 

top. Yet, it will not be po$ei~le to completely weed out 

corruption unless each and every citizen strives to achieve this 

goal. My tellow citi•ens, a truly honor~le society will only be 

realized with the full coiamit..ment of all of you. 

Next, va must restore economio vitality, ~o that end, the 

qovernment will do avay with unwarranted control• a~d protection 

and instead quarantee self ra;ulation and tair competition. 

Private initiative and creativity will thus be allowed to flourish. 

The administ~etion will be the first to tiqhten its belt.. our 

citizens must also conserve ancl save more. 

wastefulness must oe aliainated. 

Workers must work harder, businesses must maka bo14 

technoloqical innovatiana to be winnera in the international 

marketplace, Only when the Government an4 the people, an4 labor 

and business work together with antbueiasm will it be possible to 

turn our econcmy around. 

economy. 

This is my vision of a nav Korean 
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Fellow citizens, 

We have grown lax and must re~tgre national 4isoipline. Whan 

power is grabbed by foul means, gover:nmental legitimacy is lust and 

law and order is bound to ~reak down. This qives currency to the 

immoral notion that the ends justify the means. There must be an 

end to the dark political ~iqht. 

Respect for authority must be reestablished wherever 

necessary. rreedom must ••rve society. As the freedom fiqhter 

Pack Bum, once sai4-- the true meaninq ot freedom is in using that 

treedom to plant a flower in the park rather than pick a flo~er 

from the park. EthiQ•, which have been so flouted must be ~ade to 

prevail. To this end, education must hen=eforth cultivate 

wholesome character and unwaverinq democratic belief, aa vell as 

equippinq aur younq people for the future with knowledqe and skill 

in science and tecbnoloqy. This is my vision of new education. 

Fellow citizens, 

The qovernmant that serves you trom today will ~e a different 

kind of government. Chonq wa Dae (The Pzesidential Office and 

Residence) will work tirelessly to protect the lives and prosperity 

ot tbe people anc! to promote security and prosperity for our 

natio~. Cboaq Wa Dae will be ycur qoo4 nei~hl:>or. I viii be witb 

you where you work and vill ~· ~y your side ih qood times and bad. 

we will aha~• joy and pain because the more that joy is shared, the 

qreater it becomes and the more that pain is shared, the lesser it 

becomes. 
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The nature of our politics must also chanqe. Politics should 

not serve the politicians, rather it must brinq hope and happiness 

to the people. Polities must address our oitizens• qrievances; it 

must reflect their spoken and Uhspoken wishes. When our government 

and our politios are reformed, so too will a qenuine stability, 

throuqh ohanqe and reform, take root in this land. 

Fellov citizens, 

~et us ~hrov open the door to a new era ~ase4 on justice and 

reconciliation. In the past, we have been divided from within by 

class strife, reqional animosities, qenerational differences and 

ideological conflic::t. We must break down these baJ:riers within our 

own society. We must resolve all leqitimate qrievances and ~emove 

resentment. Too many of you have been denied your place in tbe sun 

and we must assist you in joininq the mainstream of society. Those 

who have more should qive more. Those who are powerful should 

yield more. tet us not demand our share tao qreedily. We must 

qive qreater consideration to the larqer common 9004. When we make 

the rice oake larqer, so too must evoryone•s share become biqqer. 

My 70 million fellow Koreans at home and abroad, 

Thi• I pledqe&I will do my very ~est to fulfill the paopla•s 

call a:n.d t.he historic mandate for national :reconciliation and 

unification. Yet, at this junctu%e, reqar4inq unification, ve must 

acknovledqe that what is needed is not emotionalism but a reasoned 

national consensus on achievihq this crucial qoal. 
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To President Kim Il-sunq I say this: we must ~e genuinely 

willins to cooperate with each other. The world is moving away 

from confrontation and into an era of peace and cooperation. we 

see cooperation expandinq amonq 4ifferent peoples and countries and 

yet, none of these nations can have more ~eaaon to ca~e an4 share 

than we do-- for we ara meml:>ers ot the same ethnic family. No 

ideology or political l;eliet can l:l.rinq qreater happiness than 

national kinship. It, President Kim, you really care a~out the 

Xorean people and desi~a ;enuiae reconciliation and unifiaatioh 

between our ~retbren in the South and North, ve can meat at any 

time and in any ~lace to 4isouss this dream. It oould be at the 

root of Mt. Hallasan in tbe warm aprinq or on the shores of Chonji 

Lake atop Mt. Paektusan in summer. Let us open our hearts and 

discuss the future of the ~orean people. In this spirit, I truly 

believe that we, as ane people, will be able to resolve the issues 

that cSivi4e us. 

To our five million tallow Koreans overseas who live in many 

parts ot the world but who hol4 taat to their pride in their 

national heritaqe, I say this& Your mctherland will be unified 

~afore the present century is over ana will eventually became a 

land ot treedom and peace. Let all of ua, at home an4 •~road, jain 

forces to open an era in which the prou4 Rorean people will play 

a major international role and discharge their obligations to the 

global community. 
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No one else will brinq ua this "Nev Korea". Only we can :build 

it together. Today, many "Nev Kore•ns•• are here. worJc:ar • who 

labor with a~eat on their brow, farmers who venture to qrow new 

kinds of crops, students who strive to expand their knowledge, 

scientists Who explore new frontiers~ businessmen who scout the 

world ror new markets, small industrialists vhc have suoceeded in 

4evalopinq new products, meml:iers of the armed ser'V'ices who defend 

the count~y day and night, •nd pu~lie offigials who 4iliqently wark 

tor out people. They a.re the key builders and leaders of the "New 

Xorea"--those who consistently strive to do their be.st whatever 

they pursue. 

Especially to our younq people I say thiss How is the time 

for you to look out into the world &hd look to the future, to cast 

cff your •p•thy an4 fully commit yourselves, to move from 

unproductive ~riticism to creative new solutions. The future is 

yours. The "Hew Korean will be yours. 

Fellow citizens, Let us •ll have a vision and hope far the 

tuture. I.et us create a 11New Jtorea.11 • »either t.he :Presi4ent alone 

nor the Administration alone can build this 11Nev Korell" • 'l'here 

should be na "us" and 11 tbem11 in the endeavor to achieve this qoal. 

There should be only nu•"· We must work toqether as one. 

our "New xorea" cannot be achieved overnight. J:t will take 

pa.tie11ce •nd time. It will take sweat and tears. It will be a 
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painful task. Yet, vhen we all share the pain, we will realiie our 

dream, and we must. Let us start aqain with hop~ and vision. Let 

us all march forward. Let no one fall behind. Thank you. 
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My fellow party members, in response to your high expectations 

and your show of affection and encouraaement, I humbly accept the 

presidency of the Democratic Uberal Party. I am grateful to you for 

choosing me as the party head in spite of my many inadequacies and, at 

this moment, am overwhelmed by a sense of momentous duty. and 

obligation. 

On behalf of all my fellow party members, I take this opportunity 

to pay tribute to Honorary President Roh Tae Woo for his years of 

dedicated endeavors to develop our party as its top leader. 

I have become the first purely civilian president of a governing 

party in 31 years. This means that an era of civilian government in both 

name and fact is beginning to unfold. 

At this critical juncture, both the people and history demand 

change. The fact that the governing party has selected me, formerly an 

opposition politician who has long championed change, means, I believe, 

that our party has chosen to pursue such change. 

Two and a half years ago, we launched the Democratic Uberal 

Party by merging three parties. I decided on the merger out of a single­

minded desire to stabilize domestic politics which was adrift on rough 

seas, to promote national coherence through reforms and thus to lay the 

groundwork for grand national unity. 

Oplfning All Era OJ Chante 

la!0031013 
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In integrating the various political groups with different 

backgrounds, we have experienced a good de.al of intramural discord and 

conflict. But we have already put the past squarely behind us and are now 

united as one in resolving to embark on the road of change as demanded 

by both the people and history. I believe the public will heartily applaud 

our courage and hard decision. 

My party colleagues, now that both the people and history demand 

change, the Democratic Liberal Party must change itself ahead of all 

others. From now on, you, my fellow party members, must be the 

genuine masters of our party. You have already selected the presidential 

candidate of the ruling party through free competition for the first time 

since the Republic was founded. 

In the future, our party must accomplish intraparty democracy so 

that all decisions will be made from the bottom up. The Democratic 

Liberal Party must transform itself into a party of reform capable of 

harnessing the inherent capabilities of the nation and of taldn3 the lead in 

working change. We must demonstrate that the governing DLP is more 

reform-minded than any other party that has ever appeared in the history 

of the Republic of Korea. 

You must be the prime movers in shaping a bright and healthy 

homeland in this period of switch-over from the twentieth to the twenty­

first century and in passing the new Korea thus built on to the coming 

generations. 

Opening An Era OJ Chanad 
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To mold a bright and healthy homeland, we must first correctly 

grasp the reality that our society is fraught with problems. Public 

discipline has grown lax with the prevalence of a cult of money which 

proclaims that money can buy anything. 

In the course of democratization over the past several years, 

authoritarian tendencies have· greatly diminished. But to our chagrin, 

authority and order have also broken down. Ours has become a society 

in which subordinates do not respect their superiors and people cannot 

trust each other. Confused by conflicting values. young people are 

aimlessly wandering about. There is an increasing trend to indulge in 

excessive consumption, luxury and pleasure hunting. At the same time, 

class, regional and generational strife is deepening. Our environment 

continues to be polluted and destroyed. 

All such phenomena may be diagnosed as the Korean disease. The 

Republic was once counted among the four dragons of Asia. However, 

it is now mired in an economic slump. Businessmen and farmers alike are 

losing their motivation to work. Housewives say they are afraid to go 

shopping. 

Moreover, the nation is registering a balance of payments deficit 

for the third straight year. as our products are driven out of the world 

market by competitors from other newly industrializing countries. Many 

characterize the current situation as a political, social and economic crisis. 

Opening An Era 0/ Change 

141005 I 013 
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My party colleagues and fellow citizens. I do not mean to 

downgrade the economic achievements of the successive governments and, 

in particular, the success in democratization and northern diplomacy under 

the Sixth Republic. I also acknowledge that our social ailments and 

economic stagnation are transitional phenomena incidental to rapid 

economic growth and democratic refonns. 

And yet, nearly all our citizens feel that we must not let the 

situation remain as it is now. I agree. And I believe that all our 

politicians, including myself, are responsible for the current situation. I 

join all my party colleagues in vowing to tackle politics for the well-being 

of all with a full understanding of the plight and wishes of the people. 

Only then will it be possible to transfonn our politics, economy and 

society. 

To that end, we need a strong government, a strong national 

leadership. We must get at the root causes of the Korean disease. If we 

are to restore the health of our society, we must carry out bold surgery to 

root out widespread injustice, deep-seate.d corruption and habitual 

improprieties. 

We must forcefully counter acts of individual and group selfishness 

that disturb the public peace and order. We must see to it that women 

and girls can walk along the streets at night without fear and anxiety. 

Optning An Era OJ Chang.r 

!410061013 
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During the recent period of transition to democracy, it has been 

unavoidable to exercise leadership with tolerance and patience. However, 

the soon-to-be born new government will not vacillate trying to pander to 

various sectors of society. This will be so because it will be a legitimate 

democratic government in both name and fact. It will be a democratic 

government capable of acting resolutely and decisively. 

A strong government and a strong leadership can only be provided 

by men of integrity and honesty. Only when the upper stretch of a stream 

is clean, can the lower stretch be clean also. The only property I own is 

a house in Sangdo-dong. I will not own any other property in the future, 

either. If elected, I shall retire to my same old house that will remain in 

the same condition in which it has always been. 

We must remedy at least the following two ills without fail. One 

is the notion that money can be turned into power. The other is the 

opposite notion that power can be turned into wealth. These two mistaken 

beliefs must be eradicated. The ethical integrity of the national leader is 

the foundation for a healthy society and a healthy country. I shall put the 

highest value on ethical government. 

Next, a strong government and a strong leadership are possible 

only when the process of gaining power is just. Power grabbed through 

illegal and unjust means cannot be truly effective. Real power comes 

from moral authority, rather than from the barrel of a gun or a heap of 

money. 

Opining An Era OJ Chang~ 

141007/013 
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I have no desire at all to be elected President through unjust 

means. I took the initiative in creating an ad hoc committee in the 

National Assembly to get the election laws revised. This is beause I 

want to compete in a fair and just fashion in the forthcoming election. I 

will campaign in a spotless manner. 

The first thing that a government born in a clean fashion must do 

is to reform personnel administration. It is often said personnel 

administration is everything. Our current social ills and regional socio­

economic disparities have stemmed largely from unfair personnel 

management. Appointments and promotions must be based on competence 

and merits, rather than regional bonds, academic connections or nepotism. 

If elected, I will drastically reform personnel administration with the aim 

of promoting grand national unity. I will recruit talented people from all 

areas of the country to fonn the best possible government. I will conduct 

grand politics to shape a new era of reconciliation and integration. 

Our most urgent task now is certainly to revitalize the economy. 

We must rescue the dragon that has fallen into the swamp and free it to 

soar into the sky again. I will do everything in my power to turn around 

the economy and make it vigorously race forward again. 

We are now faced with tough challenges internally and externally. 

On the home front, we can no longer count on an abundant supply of 

labor. In the world market, we see the tide of economic regionalism and 

technological protectionism rising. We will not be able to overcome the 

challenges with our old way of thinking and acting, with our old 

institutions and organizations. A revolution in thinking is required. 

Opening An Era OJ Change 
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I believe that willing participation and creativity on the part of 

businesses and the general public are the key to economic revitalization. 

My view is that nowadays, businesses and the general public know better 

than the government what to do and how to do it. We must achieve a 

small government by minimizing government control and intervention. 

And yet, the small government must be able to effectively help businesses 

grow and prosper. 

To make our economy healthy again, the triad of workers, 

businesses and the government must unite as one. We must ensure that 

honest hard work is duly rewarded. In that way, we musi build an era in 

which everyone. whether rich or poor, male or female, powerful or 

powerless, will be able to work and live with dignity. Agriculture must 

also be developed into a competitive industry and must build a thriving 

rural Korea that will be a good place to live. We cannot overemphasize 

the need to invest in science and technology if we are to compete in the 

international marketplaces. 

Consistency is important to all public policies. If policies are 

shifted around all the time, it is our farmers, businesses and citizens in 

general that will suffer. I have advocated "predictable government," 

because only when government policies are consistent, will businesses be 

able to make investment without anxiety. 

The process of decision-making must also be clean and transparent. 

It must be severed from political and financial power. The term, 

"government-business collusion, a must disappear from this land. 

Opanln1 All EnZ 0/ Chang1 

14J0091013 
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Major national projects must not be swayed by regional or group 

selfishness. Project priorities must be determined based on the best 

interest and available financial resources of the nation. In this sense, no 

political leader should make unfeasible public promises. When a strong 

and stable democratic government comes into being, the economy will 

gain viability and vitality of its own accord and will keep developing. 

Fellow citizens, after all is said, I believe the way to fundamentally 

cure our social ills is through education. First of all, we must cultivate 

good citizenship. That ls to say, we must become hard-working 

democratic citizens who have a proper sense of order and discipline. Such 

education must start from very early childhood. Teenagers must be freed 

from the exam hell. Universities must be made into true centers of 

research. If and when our nation is armed with advanced science and 

technology, our future will be brighter. 

We have a great many things to do. We must ensure that our sons 

and daughters can drink clean water and breath clean air. The almost 

constant traffic gridlock that so wastes resources and so irritates us must 

be done away with. All such endeavors arc crucial to building a healthy 

homeland. 

Fellow citizens, I have discussed a vision of a healthy homeland. 

Our ultimate goal, however, is grand national unity. The changes now 

occurring in the situatl~n enveloping the Korean Peninsula are creating 

conditions more and more favorable to that goal. With the normaliz.ation 
of relations with China, our northern policy has reached its apogee. 

Op•ning An Era 0/ Chang~ 
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Realizing that it is running against time, North Korea must now 

throw its doors wide open and step forward to the conf ercnce table. I am 

firmly convinced that unification will be achieved before the present 

century is out. 

As far as unification is concerned, however, I will not make haste 

under the influence of the passions of the moment. If we make haste, we 
will very likely run into an excruciating process of trial and error that we 

may not be able to withstand. We need to make a sound and solid 

unification policy. 

To prepare for unifi'2tion, we must work out a development 

program for the whole of the Korean Peninsula and carry out an 

educational program to promote national homogeneity. We must also 

continually save to meet the cost of unification. Nevertheless, we must 

forcefully counteract the North's nuclear development program. I also 

think we must press for South-North dispersed family reunions and other 

exchanges of pe.ople on a priority basis. When we pursue unification 

cool-headedly in quest of substance, rather than form, our goal will be 

attained sooner than expected. 

Fellow citizens, what is most important at this critical juncture is 

for us to return to common sense and sound principles. Only when 

common sense and sound principles are upheld, and everybody does his 

part, will our society grow healthy and gain vitality and vigor. This is not 

a task for the government and leaders alone. 

Opening An Era OJ Change 
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We must shape an era of grand participation in which everyone 

fulfills his proper role and does his pan to the best of his ability. Only 

participating citizens have the right to demand the state do something for 

them. As long as I know I am fulfilling my duty, I will proudly ask the 

people to do theirs. 

We must tighten our belts and buckle down to our jobs. · ·only 

when we do so, will we be able to open an era of responsible citizenship. 

My party colleagues and fellow citizens, some point out that our 

citizens are now haunted by a strange sense of frustration and defeatism. 

As I have just said, the current situation is less than sanguine. But our 

worst enemy is thls very attitude. 

Any individual or any country is bound to face challenges. An 

individual or a country rises or falls depending on how challen1es are 

met. Since I met the challenge of being elected to the National Assembly 

at the age of 2S, I have been confronted with an almost endless series of 

political challenges for over four decades. I have experienced countless 

days of darkness and suffering. But I endured them without losing hope, 

and took a plunge again without hesitation whenever an opportune moment 

arrived, thereby attaining my goals. 

The Korean people have tremendous inherent capabilities. For 

example, Korea won the marathon at the recent Barcelona Olympics, and 

thus ranked seventh in the medal standing. The Republic has an ample 

inherent capability to leap into the ranks of the developed nations. 

Opening An ETa OJ Change 
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Uniterl, the Korean people can do anything that they put their 

minds to. If elecred President, I will see to it that every citizen will feel 

proud of being Korean. 

From now on, I, Kim Young Sam, will demonstrate change. Not 

through flowery rhetoric but through resolute action. 

Two million fellow party members, the moment of truth that will 

decide national destiny is now only three months away. Let us unite with 

one mind and one heart. Let us put forth all our energies to achieve the 

t1na1 triumph. Let us win an overwhelming victory in the upcoming 

presidential election. In that way, we will endeavor to present the Korean 

people with the excitement of unification, the fruits of democratizadon, 

and the contentment of stable and decent lives. 

Let us rise and join all our fellow citizens in making a new start. 

Join me, Kim Young Sam, in these endeavors. We will triumph after all. 

'Ibank you. 

OpMing An Era OJ Change 
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My fellow party members, in response to your high expectations 

and your show of affection and encouragement, I humbly accept the 

presidency of the Democratic Liberal Party. I am grateful to you for 

choosing me as the party head in spite of my many inadequacies and, at 

this moment, am oveiwhelmed by a sense of momentous duty. and 

obligation. 

On behalf of all my fellow party members, I take this opportunity 

to pay tribute to Honorary President Roh Tae Woo for his years of 

dedicated endeavors to develop our party as its top leader. 

I have become the first purely civilian president of a governing 

party in 31 years. This means that an era of civilian government in both 

name and fact is beginning to unfold. 

At this critical juncture, both the people and history demand 

change. The fact that the governing party has selected me, formerly an 

opposition politician who has long championed change, means, I believe, 

that our party has chosen to pursue such change. 

Two and a half years ago, we launched the Democratic Liberal 

Party by merging three parties. I decided on the merger out of a single­

minded desire to stabilize domestic politics which was adrift on rough 

seas, to promote national coherence through reforms and thus to lay the 

groundwork for grand national unity. 

Op1ming An Era OJ Chanie 
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In integrating the various political groups with different 

backgrounds, we have experienced a good deal of intramural discord and 

conflict. But we have already put the past squarely behind us and are now 

united as one in resolving to embark on the road of change as demanded 

by both the people and history. I believe the public will heartily applaud 

our courage and hard decision. 

My party colleagues, now that both the people and history demand 

change, the Democratic Liberal Party must change itself ahead of all 

others. From now on, you, my fellow party members, must be the 

genuine masters of our party. You have already selected the presidential 

candidate of the ruling party through free competition for the first time 

since the Republic was founded. 

In the future, our party must accomplish intraparty democracy so 

that all decisions will be made from the bottom up. The Democratic 

Liberal Party must transform itself into a party of reform capable of 

harnessing the inherent capabilities of the nation and of taking the lead in 

working change. We must demonstrate that the governing DLP is more 

reform-minded than any other party that has ever appeared in the history 

of the Republic of Korea. 

You must be the prime movers in shaping a bright and healthy 

homeland in this period of switch-over from the twentieth to the twenty­

first century and in passing the new Korea thus built on to the coming 

generations. 

Opening An Era OJ Change 
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To mold a bright and healthy homeland, we must first correctly 

grasp the reality that our society is fraught with problems. Public 

discipline has grown lax with the prevalence of a cult of money which 

proclaims that money can buy anything. 

In the course of democratization over the past several years, 

authoritarian tendencies have· greatly diminished. But to our chagrin, 

authority and order have also broken down. Ours has become a society 

in which subordinates do not respect their superiors and people cannot 

trust each other. Confused by conflicting values, young people are 

aimlessly wandering about. There is an increasing trend to indulge in 

excessive consumption, luxury and pleasure hunting. At the same time, 

class, regional and generational strife is deepening. Our environment 

continues to be polluted and destroyed. 

All such phenomena may be diagnosed as the Korean disease. The 

Republic was once counted among the four dragons of Asia. However, 

it is now mired in an economic slump. Businessmen and fanncrs alike are 

losing their motivation to work. Housewives say they are afraid to go 

shopping. 

Moreover, the nation is rqistering a balance of payments deficit 

for the third straight year, as our products are driven out of the world 

market by competitors from other newly industrializing countries. Many 

characterize the current situation as a political, social and economic crisis. 

1410051013 
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My party colleagues and fellow citizens, I do not mean to 

downgrade the economic achievements of the successive governments and, 

in particular, the success in democratization and nonhern diplomacy under 

the Sixth Republic. I also acknowledge that our social ailments and 

economic stagnation are transitional phenomena incidental to rapid 

economic growth and democratic refonns. 

And yet, nearly all our citizens feel that we must not let the 

situation remain as it is now. I agree. And I believe that all our 

politicians, including myself, are responsible for the current situation. I 

join all my party colleagues in vowing to tackle politics for the well-being 

of all with a full understanding of the plight and wishes of the people. 

Only then will it be possible to transform our politics, economy and 

society. 

To that end, we need a strong government, a strong national 

leadership. We must get at the root causes of the Korean disease. If we 

are to restore the health of our society, we must carry out bold surgery to 

root out widespread injustice, deep-seated corruption and habitual 

improprieties. 

We must forcefully counter acts of individual and group selfishness 

that disturb the public peace and order. We must see to it that women 

and girls can walk along the streets at night without fear and anxiety. 

~ 006/ OlJ 
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During the recent period of transition to democracy, it has been 

unavoidable to exercise leadership with tolerance and patience. However, 

the soon-to-be born new iovemment will not vacillate trying to pander to 

various sectors of society. This will be so because it will be a legitimate 

democratic government in both name and fact. It will be a democratic 

government capable of acting resolutely and decisively. 

A strong government and a strong leadership can only be provided 

by men of integrity and honesty. Only when the upper stretch of a stream 

is clean, can the lower stretch be clean also. The only property I own is 

a house in Sangdo-dong. 1 will not own any other property in the future, 

either. If elected, I shall retire to my same old house that will remain in 

the same condition in which it has always been. 

We must remedy at least the following two ills without fail. One 

is the notion that money can be turned into power. The other is the 

opposite notion that power can be turned into wealth. These two mistaken 

beliefs must be eradicated. The ethical integrity of the national leader is 

the foundation for a healthy society and a healthy country. I shall put the 
.. 

highest value on ethical government. 

Next, a strong 1overnment and a strong leadership am possible 

only when the process of gaining power is just. Power grabbed throuah 

illegal and unjust means cannot be uuly effective. Real power comes 

from moral authority, rather than from the barrel of a gun or a heap of 

money. 

Opening An Era 0/ Chang~ 
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I have no desire at all to be elected President through unjust 

means. I took the initiative in creating an ad hoc committee in the 

National Assembly to get the election laws revised. This is because I 

want to compete in a fair and just fashion in the forthcoming election. I 

will campaign in a spotless manner. 

The first thing that a government born in a clean fashion must do 

is to reform personnel administration. It is often said personnel 

administration is everything. Our current social ills and regional socio­

economic disparities have stemmed largely from unfair personnel 

management. Appointments and promotions must be based on competence 

and merits, rather than regional bonds, academic connections or nepotism. 

If elected, I will drastically reform personnel administration with the aim 

of promoting grand national unity. I will recruit talented people from all 

areas of the country to form the best possible government. I will conduct 

grand politics to shape a new era of reconciliation and integration. 

Our most urgent task now is certainly to revitalize the economy. 

We must rescue the dragon that has fallen into the swamp and free it to 

soar into the sky again. I will do everything in my power to tum around 

the economy and make it vigorously race fonvard again. 

We are now faced with tough challenges internally and externally. 

On the home front, we can no longer count on an abundant supply of 

labor. In the world market, we sec the tide of economic regionalism and 

technological protectionism rising. We will not be able to overcome the 

challenges with our old way of thinking and acting, with our old 

institutions and organizations. A revolution in thinking is required. 

Opining Pv, Era 0/ Ch4ng1 
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I believe that willing participation and creativity on the part of 

businesses and the general public are the key to economic revitalization. 

My view is that nowadays, businesses and the general public know betrer 

than the government what to do and how to do it. We must achieve a 

small government by minimizing government control and intervention. 

And yet, the small government must be able to effectively help businesses 

grow and prosper. 

To make our economy healthy again, the triad of workers, 

businesses and the government must unite as one. We must ensure that 

honest hard work is duly rewarded. In that way, we musi build an era in 

which averyone, whether rich or poor, male or female, powerful or 

powerless, will be able to work and live with dignity. Agriculture must 

also be developed into a competitive industry and must build a thriving 

rur.a.l Korea that will be a good place to live. We cannot overemphasize 

the need to invest in science and technology if we are to compete in the 

international marketplace.s. 

Consistency is important to all public policies. If policies are 

shifted around all the time, it is our farmers, businesses and citizens in 

general that will suffer. I have advocated "predictable 1ovemmcnt," 

because only when government policies are consistent, will businesses be 

able to make investment without anxiety. 

The process of decision-making must also be clean and transparent. 

It must be severed from political and financial power. The term, 

"government-business collusion,• must disappear from this land. 

1410081013 
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Major national projects must not be swayed by regional or group 

selfishness. Project priorities must be determined based on the best 

interest and available financial resources of the nation. In this sense, no 

political leader should make unfeasible public promises. When a strong 

and stable democratic government comes into being, the economy will 

gain viability and vitality of its own accord and will keep developing. 

Fellow citizens, after all is said, I believe the way to fundamentally 

cure our social ills is through education. First of all, we must cultivate 

good citizenship. That ls to say. we must become hard-working 

democratic citizens who have a proper sense of order and discipline. Such 

education must start from very early childhood. Teenagers must be freed 

from the exam hell. Universities must be made into true centers of 

research. If and when our nation is armed with advanced science and 

technology, our future will be brighter. 

We have a great many things to do. We must ensure that our sons 

and daughters can drink clean water and breath clean air. The almost 

constant traffic gridlock that so wastes resources and so irritates us must 

be done away with. All such endeavors arc crucial to building a healthy 

homeland. 

Fellow citizens, I have discussed a vision of a healthy homeland. 

Our ultimate goal, however, is grand national unity. The changes now 

occurring in the situati~n enveloping the Korean Peninsula are creating 

conditions more and more favorable to that goal. With the normalization 

of relations with China, our northern policy has re.ached its apogee. 

0p6ning An Era 0/ Chang~ 
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Realizing that it is running against time, North Korea must now 

throw its doors wide open and step forward to the conference table. I am 

firmly convinced that unification will be achieved before the present 

century is out. 

As far as unification is concerned, however, I will not make haste 

under the influence of the passions of the moment. If we make haste, We 

will very likely run into an excruciating process of trial and error that we 

may not be able to withstand. We need to make a sound and solid 

unification policy. 

To prepare for unification, we must work out a development 

program for the whole of the Korean Peninsula and carry out an 

educational program to promote national homogeneity, We must also 

continually save to meet the cost of unification. Nevertheless, we must 

forcefully counteract the North's nuclear development program. I also 

think we must press for South-North dispersed family reunions and other 

exchanges of people on a priority basis. When we pursue unification 

cool-headedly in quest of substance, rather than form, our goal will be 

attained sooner than expected. 

Fellow citizens, what is most important at this critical juncture is 

for us to return to common sense and sound principles. Only when 

common sense and sound principles are upheld, and everybody does his 

part, will our society grow healthy and gain vitality and vigor. This is not 

a task for the government and leaders alone. 

Opening An Era OJ Change 
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We must shape an era of grand participation in which everyone 

fulfills his proper role and does his pan to the best of his ability. Only 

participating citizens have the right to demand the state do something for 

them. As long as I know I am fulfilling my duty, I will proudly ask the 

people to do theirs. 

We must tighten our belts and buckle down to our jobs. · ·only 

when we do so, will we be able to open an era of responsible citizenship. 

My party colleagues and fellow citizens, some point out that our 

citi7.ens are now haunted by a strange sense of frustration and defeatism. 

As J have just said, the current situation is less than sanguine. But our 

worst enemy is this very attitude. 

Any individual or any country is bound to face challenges. An 

individual or a country rises or falls depending on how challenges are 

met Since I met the challenge of being elected to the National Assembly 

at the age of 25, I have been confronted with an almost endless series of 

political challenges for over four decades. I have experienced countless 

days of darkness and suffering. But I endured them without losing hope, 

and took a plunge again without hesitation whenever an opportune moment 

arrived, thereby attaining my goals. 

The Korean people have tremendous inherent capabilities. For 

example, Korea won the marathon at the recent Barcelona Olympics, and 

thus ranked seventh in the medal standing. The Republic has an ample 

inherent capability to le.a.p into the ranks of the developed nations. 

Opaning All 5a OJ Change 
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United, the Korean people can do anything that they put their 

minds to. If electt.d Prcsitlent, I will see to it that every citizen will feel 

proud of being Korean. 

From now on, I, Kim Young Sam, will demonstrate change. Not 

through flowery rhetoric but through resolute action. 

Two million fellow party members, the moment of truth that will 

decide national destiny is now only three months away. Let us unite with 

one mind and one heart. Let us put forth all our energies to achieve the 

t1na1 triumph. Let us win an overwhelming victory in the upcoming 

presidential election. In that way, we will endaavor to present the Korean 

people with the excitement of unification, the fruiu of democratization, 

and the contentment of stable and decent lives. 

Let us rise and join all our fellow citizens in making a new start. 

Join me, Kim Young Sam, in these endeavors. We will triumph after all. 

Thank you. 

Opening An Era 0/ Change 
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My 70 million fellow Koreans at home and a~road, President Roh 

Tae woo, other form.er preeidents and distinguished guests, today we 

gather here to open a new era ot democracy under ci~ilian 

qo~ernment-- tha climax of our lonq and tireless pursuit. We have 

had to wait for this moment tor thirty lcnq years. At last, we 

have established a qovernment by the people and of the people for 

this land. The qovernment that is coming into beinq today has its 

foundation in the burninq desire and great sacrifices ot the peo~le 

for d.emoorac:y. 

Standinq ~efore our National Assembly, I am deeply moved, for 

this has lonq been the scene of m.y ditticul t and passionate 

strugqle for democracy. The Korean people truly a.re a great people 

and I extend. my deep qratitude to you. May the glory of ou.r hation 

~e with you forever. Today, I join you ail in paying tri~ute to 

these wbo nobly sacrificed themselves in the strugqlo for democracy 

and thus cannot be with us today. 

Fellow citizens, as I as•wne the Presidency, I am acutely 

aware ot our historic mission to build a new hc•eland. The spirit 

ot renewal is now rising in this land. In the past, the Korean 

people have enjoya.S luxuriant summera, but have also suffered 

witherinq winters. Today, this 11pi::it of national advanoem.ent 

represents the hope of a nev sprinq. 

This nev season deman4s that we make a fresh start with 

renewed determination. Deep in my heart, I have a vision of a "New 
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lCorea11
• 'l'be 0 Nov Roreau will :be a rreer and more mature democratic 

sooiety. Justice will !low like a river throughout thifl land. 

This "New Korea" will be a sharinq community, wCJrkinq and livinq 

toqether in harmony. A hiqher quality of life will flQurish and 

the dignity cf the ittdividual will ~e upheld. The divided Korean 

people will ~ecoma one and li~e in peace in a unified land. 

The "New Jtoraau Will stand tall and proud on the center stage 

of a new and civilized wcrld, makinq a vital cont~ibution to global 

peace and progress. The 11 New :xore•11 will inspire all to \fork 

enthusiastically and will make our children proud to be ~orean. 

Let us all share in this vision. we are a peo~le who have already 

worked a miracle, risinq from the ashes of a savaqe va:r that 

followed devastation by eolonial rule. Now, we must build aqain 

and move forward to race the ch•llenqas of the future. 

My rellow citizens, 

We must reali10 however, that as we face these ohallenqes, 

conditions are not necessary favoral;)le. In this post-cold war 

world that is movinq headlonq into intense eccnomic and 

technological oompetition, old enemies are beinq transformed into 

new friends and old rules and practices no longer apply. Xf we 

fail to adapt to the chahqihq times, ve will only become bcgqed 

down at the threshold of the developed world. If we do not charge 

torward, we will only be le!t behind. This is a grave matter or 

national survival. 
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It is at this time that -e should be buildinq our strenqth to 

create a 11 Nev Jtoroa11 and yet, we seem to have become 4ebilitatad. 

we are sick with what has been termed the Korean disease. our 

industriousness and inqenuity--lonq the en~y of the world--seem to 

be evaporatinq, Our society face5 decay it our values continue to 

erode. The Korean people seem to have lost cenf idence in 

themselves. This is the heart of tba pro~lem. If va •re in a 

crisis, it is not due to oballenqes trom the outside, it is due to 

~ teeliJifJ of de:featiam that comes froJ11 within. 

thinqs qo on like this. we =ust renew ourselves. 

We cannot. let 

We must shake off our frustration and lethargy and break 

through tc establish a new era of couraqe and hope. We must 

replace ))iqotry anc1 inertia with open-mindedness and vitality1 

strite and ~onfrontation vith 4ialoque and oooperation, and 

mistrust with trust. We 111.ust stop conaiderinq narrow self• 

interests and ~uild a society which sees us not only live toqether 

but also truly care .tiout each ether. These qoals are the very 

root of the cibanqa and reform I advocate. It ia not only our 

institutions ))ut also our way of thinking anc1 behavinq that must be 

chanqed. lf we hide from chanqe &hd :etorm, we will ))e toraakeh by 

history. 

Fellow citizens, 

The reforms we need ~ust beqin vith three essential ~asks: 

fi~•t, misconduct and corruption mus~ be rooted out; second The 

economy must be revitalized; third, national 4iscipline must be 

enhanced. 
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Misc:onduc:it and corruption a.re the most terrifying enemies 

attackinq the foundation~ of our SQgiety, There canaot and will 

net be ctny sanctuacy tor those who oppose the fight aqainst 

corruption. No sanctuary &t all. We 11ill atUlp out all manners of 

improprieties and ir&ft. I.tnmediate refa.ni will start at the very 

top. Yet, it will not be possi!::tle to completely weed out 

corruption unless each and every citizen strives to achieve this 

~oal. Ky tellow citimens, a truly honor•~le society will only be 

realized with the full commit.me=t of all ot you. 

Next, ve must restore ecohomio vitality, ~o that end, the 

qovernment will do aw&y with unwarranted controls and protection 

and instead quarantee sel: raqulation and tair oompatition. 

Private initiative and croativity will thus be allowed to flourish. 

The adminiatr•tion will :be the first to tiqhten it• t»elt.. our 

citizens must also conserve and save more. Extr•vaqance and 

wastefulness must be ali~inated. 

Workers must work harder, businesses must make bold 

tochnoloqical innovations to ~e winner• in the international 

marketplace. Only when the Government an4 the people, and labor 

an4 business wort toqether with enthusiasm will it be possible to 

turn our economy around. This is my vision of a nav Korean 

economy. 
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We have qrovn lax and must rest=re naticnal discipline. When 

power is grabbed by foul means, govermzaental leqitimacy is l~st and 

law and order is bound to ~reak down. This qives currency to the 

immoral notion that the en~s justify the me•ns. There must be an 

end to the dark political niqht. 

Respect for authority must be reestablished wherever 

necessary. rreedom mu•t ••rve society. As the freedom fighter 

Pacx Bum, once said-- the true meahinq ct freedom is ih using that 

treedom to plant a flower in the park rather than pick a f lover 

from the park. Ethics, which have been so flouted must be made to 

prevail. To this end, education must henceforth cultivate 

wholesome character and unwavering democratic belief, as well as 

equippinq our younq people for the future with knowledqe and skill 

in science and tecbnoloqy. This is my vision of new education. 

Fellow oitizehs, 

The qovernmant that serve• you from today wi11 ~e ~ ditferent 

kind of qovernment. Chonq wa Dae (The Pzesidential Office and 

Residence) will work tirelessly to protoct the lives and prosperity 

ot the people and to promote security and proaJ:)eri ty for our 

natio~. Chonq wa Dae will be your qoo4 neiqhl:>or. X wiil be with 

you where you work and vill ~• ~y your side in qood times and bad. 

We will share joy and pain because the mere that joy ia shared, the 

qreater it be~omes and the more that pain is shared, the lesser it 

becomes. 
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The nAtura of cur politics must also change. Politics should 

not serve the politicians, rather it must brinq hope and happiness 

to the people. Polities must address our oitizana• qrievanoes; it 

must ref lac~ their spoken and unspoken wishes. When our qovern.ment 

and ou~ politics are reformed, so too will a qenuine stability, 

throuqh ohanqa and reform, take root in this land. 

Fellow citizens, 

Let us ~hrov open the door to a new era based on justice and 

reconoiliation. ~n the past, we have been divided from within by 

class strife, reqional animosities, qenerational differences and 

idecloqical conflict. We must break down these barriers within our 

own society. We must resolve all leqitimate grievances and zemove 

resentment. Too many of you have ~een denied your place in the sun 

and wa must assist you in joininq the mainstream of society. Those 

who have mo~e should give more. Those who are powerful should 

yield more. ~et us not demand our aha%e too 9reedily. We must 

qive qreater consideration to the larqer conmon good. When ve make 

the rice cake larqer, so too ~ust everyone•s share become biqqer. 

Ky 70 million fellow Koreans at home and abroad, 

Thia I pled~e:l will 4o my very ~est to fulfill the paopla•s 

call and the histo:z:ic mandate for national reconciliation and 

unification. Yet, at this juncture, reqardinq Uhification, ve must 

acknowledge th~t what is needed is not emotionalism but a reasoned 

na~ional consensus on achieving this crucial qoal. 
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To President Kim Il-Sunq I say this: we must be qenuinely 

willini to cooperate with each other. The world is movinq a~ay 

from confrontation and into an era of peace and cooperation. we 

see cooperation expandin9 amon; 4ifferent peoples and eountriee and 

yet, none of these nations can have more ~eason to care and share 

than we do-- for we ara members ot the B&l!le ethnic family. No 

ideoloqy or political ~eliet can ~rinq ;reater happiness than 

national kinship. It, ~resident Kim, you really care about the 

Xorean people and desi~e genuihe re~onoiliatia~ and unitic~tiott 

between ou~ bretb:en in the South and North, ve can meat at any 

time and in any ~lace tc discuss this dream. It could be at the 

root of Mt. Hallaaan in the warm sprinq or on the shores of Chonji 

Laxe atcp Mt. Paektusan in summer. Let us open our hearts and 

discuss the future of tha Korean people. In this spirit, I truly 

believe that we, as one people, will be able to resolve the issues 

that divide us, 

To our five million fallow Koreans overseas vho live in many 

parts ot the world but who hold taat to their pride in their 

national heritaqe, I say thisc Your mctherland will be unified 

~ef ore the present century is over an4 will eventually ~ecama a 

land ot traedom •ttd peace. ~et all of ua, at home and abroad, join 

forces to open an era in which the proud ltorean people vill play 

a major international role and 4ischarqe their obliqations to the 

global community. 
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No one else will bring u:. this "New Kcreau. Only we can :build 

it together. Today, many "New Koreans•• are here. Workers who 

labor with s~eat on their brow, tarmers who venture to qrow new 

kinds of crops, students who strive to expand their knowledge, 

scientists who explore new frontiers, businessmen who scout the 

world tor new markets, small industrialists vha have suoceeded in 

4evelopinq new products, members of the armed services who defend 

the country day and night, •nd publio officials vho 4iligently wark 

tor out people. They are the key builders and leaders of the "New 

Xorea"--tbosa who oo.nsistently strive to do their best whatever 

they puraue. 

Especially to our yoUl'lq people I say this: Now is the time 

for you to loot out into the world &hd look to the future, to ~ast 

off your •pathy an4 fully commit yourselves, to move from 

unprcductive oriticism to oreativa new solutions. The future is 

yours. The "New Korean will be yours. 

Fellow citizens, Let us all have a vision and hope for the 

future. Let us create a "New 1torea11 • !leither the Presi4ent alone 

nor the Administration alone can build. this "New :Kore•". 'l'here 

should :be no 11usn and "them" in the endeavor to achieve this goal, 

There should be only "U•"· We must work toqether as one. 

our "New Korea" cannot be achieved overnight. It will take 

patience and time. xt will take sweat and tears. rt will be a 
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painf~l task. Yet, vhen we all share the pain, we will realize our 

drea.rn, and we must. Lat us start again with hop• and vision. Let 

us all march forward. Let no one fall behind. Thank you. 


