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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL

September 1, 1993
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TO: KENT WIEDE N/SANDY KRISTOFF.

FROM: WILL IT

The President recently read an article
in The Wall Street Journal (attached)
entitled "Clinton’s Naivete on North
Korea Could Be Deadly." He asked Tony
what his response to the article was.
He would like a brief memorandum
following up on the article to include
where we are on this issue and where we
plan to go.

Mr. Lake would like an answer to this by
the end of today.

(Your response should be an info
memorandum to the President under a
short action memorandum to Tony.)
Thank you.

ccC: Dan Poneman
Steve Aoki
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Clinton’s Naivete

Dealing With the ‘Honest Person’ ~ On North Korea

Periodically, the government
throws a wetlands “'felon” in jail, en-
acls a retroactive tax or singles out
some company for regulatory harass-
ment to please a screaming acttvist
grqup. At times like these, the natural
question is, “'Is the government an
honest person?"’

We borrow the phrase from John
Cibinic. the noted contracts authority
at George Washington University's
taw school, who places this tmportant
question at the heart of some Interest-
ing cases percolating up from the fed-
ergl bench. Because these lawsuits
have to do with the savings and loan
debacle and could cost the government
billlons of dollars in damages, they

may actually point to a healthy change

in Washington's atmospherics.

“We've followed in particular the
case of Glendale Federal Bank, which
way back in 1981 was enticed by the
Federal Home Loan Bank Board into
buying a failing Florida. thrift. The
lure was the promise of *‘supervisory
goodwill” that could be counted as
capital. In return, Uncle Sam was re-
lieved of having to pay off the failing

,thrift's depositors.

" 'This deal and others like it were
unitaterally abrogated by FIRREA,
the law enacted by Congress in 1989 to
spank the good remaining members of
the S&L industry, which had made
Congress look bad. Virtually
overnight, Glenfed and dozens of
thrifts that had relied on the govern-
ment’'s own agreements found them-
seives insolvent and in danger of being
seized and shut down by regulators.

Now the legal question here is
whether the government's sovereign
immunity from lawsuit allows it sim-
ply to slough off the sort of promises it
.made to Glenfed. Traditionally, sover-
eign immunity hasn't extended to acts
undertaken by government as a party
to a contract.

But in a murky ruling in May, the
appeals court for the federal circuit in
Washington, D.C., ruled that Glenfed
and others don't have a claim for dam-
ages because they didn't have con-
tracts. And even if they did, the court
added, the “‘sovereign acts doctrine”’
gives the government carte bianche.

In her dissenting opinion, Judge
Pauline Newman observed that the
banks and their regulators would
have been surprised to hear that
their agreements meant nothing.
"These documents were explicit as to
the financial obligations of all par-

ties, the conditions and mutual
promises by which these commit-
ments invoiving millions of dollars
were made."’

If the majority’'s ruling were to
stand, doing business with the gov-
ernment would become little more
than a crap shoot. But the court
clearly hasn't tinished its work.

The Glenfed decision flies in the
face of another decision by the same
court in July. This time the plaintiffs
were two satellite companies who'd
been stiffed by NASA for shuttle
launches. The court concluded that
while ''the President or Congress’ are
free to make sovereign policy, that
doesn’t excuse the government from
paying damages when it breaks its
contractual word.

Having confused everybody -usf

these dueling rulings, presumably the
full appeals court pane! will let is

know what it really thinks, It agreed

Could Be Deadly

By Lazey DiRuta

At a news conference yesterday ir
Seoul, a stunning announcement wa:
made by a North Korean defector whe
worked in that country's Defense Ministry
for five years: Pyongyang has finishec
work on two of four missile bases that the
defector says will be used to target Amer
ican military installations in Guam anc
Japan. In light of other recent actions by
North Korea, this development does no
compe as & total surprise. But it does serv:
asa reminder that the Clinton administra
tion's weak-kneed policy toward the com
munist government {5 naive and, uniess al
tered, allow North Korea to satisfy

its Cold War objectives.
While the administration has bee:
transfixed by events In-the former Yu
gusiavis, President Clinton seems pre
md teJot an avowedly bostile regime de
mln offeqsive nuclest capability tha
. the ‘delicate balance o
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last week that all 11 judges would take’ | e fovernment that it in
a second look at Glenfed's case. The [} & FEBA4 troc the Nuckear oo
next stop is the Supreme Court. ) ;. f " o
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$425 million In fresh capital from ins mmwmmnMu

stitutional investors. With any laek,.
taxpayers are probably off the hook.

for the $2.5 billion it would cost to M ) -_

Glenfed down.

Of course, this recapitalization also

dilutes the existing shareholders down
to pocket change. Maybe these unfor-

tunates will now take to the lecture e~
cuit on what it’s like being ‘plrtnm"'

with Washington.

It's worth recalling that FIRREA
was driven in the first place largely by
Congress's desire to deflect the pub- |
lic's S&L fury away from that august’
body's own role in the fiasco and onto

someone else. Congress, of course, |
was present at the creation, beginning-
with Fernand St Germain's midnight -

legislative exertions and running
through the Jim Wright and Keating
Five scandals. In particular, the
record makes clear that Congress
knew it was suckering people with
whom regulators had made solemn
agreements.

The private sector's standard rap
on Washington is that {t's oblivious or
worse to the impact of its policies in
she real world. If some big awards in
these S&L cases helped concentrate a
few minds, it wouldn't be a bad thing.
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Politics in Arkansas

Last year, voters in 14 states ap-
proved term limit measures by an
overall margin of 2 to 1. Don't expect
‘the mossbacks to go quietly. In several
states, the political establishment has
brazeniy decided to sue the people to
protect career officeholders.

House Speaker Tom Foley refuses
to even allow a committee hearing on
a constitutional amendment to impose
term limits nationwide. But he can't
‘wait to have his day in court on a law-
suit he has joined to overturn Wash-
ington state’s term limit law.

The fact is that for all the rhetoric
about whether limits are constitu-
tional, the objections from the incum-
bents are essentially political. They
don’t want to give up what {or most of
them has simply become a career,
what they do for a living. So now
they're going to any lengths to run
around the people who see term limits
as a means to restore the idea of pub-
lic service to political office.

Exhibit A at the moment comes
from Arkansas. Last month, a state
circuit court judge in Little Rock
tossed out a term limit initiative that
had been approved by 60% of the voters
last year. Judge Chris Plazza's deci-
sion is remarkable on several counts.

First, according to the Arkansas
Democrat-Gazette, the only statewide
newspaper, the judge's eight-page
opinion *'was written out and ready to
be distributed before he had heard the
arguments.” Second, Judge Piazza
tossed out the law's Congressional
term limits by citing a case in which
the Supreme Court ruled that Congress
couldn't add its own qualifications for
service in that body. However, the
Supreme Court was completely silent
on what power the states retained.

Finally. the judge invalidated the
term limits for state legislators on the
incredible premise that the people
didn’t know they were amending the

state constitution. He ruled that since
the amendment did not begin with a
three-word clause, "‘Be it enacted,”
the entire law is invalid.

This last ruling has astounded
state constitutional experts. Dick Hat-
field, an attorney for the state, says
the judge's logic would overturn sev-
eral parts of the state's constitution,
including amendments legalizing
horse racing and voting machines.

Judge Piazza’s decision has at least
focused attention on Arkansas's pecu-
liar political mores. It's the only state
in which all judges are elected on a
partisan basis, and in which the polit-
ical parties run the primaries that usu-
ally select judges. To run for judge.
candidates must pay a filing {ee of be-
tween $5,000 and $8,000, not to the
state but to the political party they be-
long to. And get this: Democrats, who
control 74 out of 75 county court-
houses, also require a “'loyalty oath"
of all judicial nominees in which they
pledge to support the party and all of
its candidates.

Since the Democratic Party is the
most vociferous opponent of term !im-
its in Arkansas, Judge Plazza might
well have committed political suicide
if he'd upheld term limits. He will hold
a final hearing on his decision tomor-
row. It will then be appealed to the
Arkansas Supreme Court, made up en-
tirely of Democrats who've also signed
a party loyalty oath.

While he opposes term limits, De-
mocratic Governor Jim Guy Tucker is
worried nonetheless that the ex-
pressed will of the people may be
thwarted on a dubious technicality.
That would only deepen public cyni-
cism about government. He told us
that if the law is struck down voters
will likely pass it again by a bigger
margin. Next time, the drafters may
be sorely tempted to add additional
term limits — for judges.

Asides

Discharge Rumbles

Some House Members have com-
plained that we listed their names
among the 223 Members who haven't
joined Rep. Jim Inhofe's effort to
end secret discharge petitions.
Speaking for the non-signers in to-
day’s letters column, Rules Commit-
tee Chairman Joe Moakley claims
that ending secrecy would mean
more power for lobbyists and special
interests. We'd have thought that
taking a stand against such forces
came with the job. We suspect that

Mr. Moakley is fundamentally wor-
ried that his Rules panel would lose
its .1ammerlock on bills. Some Mem-
bers aren't listening to him. Democ-
rats David Mann of Ohio and Barney
Frank of Massachusetts have told
constituents recently that they favor

ending the secrecy rule. Rep. Frank §

says the issue is simply about
whether House -Members support
open government. Three more Mem-
bers will give Rep. Inhofe the ma-
jority that he needs to let some sun-
shine into Congress.

Pyongyang is apparently willing 10 ne-
gotiate its threatened withdrawal from the
Nuclear Non-Proiiferation Treaty, but its
actions speak louder than its words. In a
recent policy paper expressing cautious
optimism about the North Korea-South Ko
rea dialogue, the South Korean Ministry of
Detense outlined the military buildup that
has been taking place in the North since
late 1991. In nearly every category. North

are now more troops (more than one mil-

the South than when the joint talks began.
At the same time, a leadership succes-
sion is unfolding in the North. In a process
that began in 1973, “‘Great Leader” Kim 11
Sung is gradually ceding power to his son,
“Dear Leader’' Kim Jong [1.The younger
Kim, with no military expenence and nc
natural constituency within the armec
forces, has been courting his officers wit;
high-visibility participation in military
ceremonles and awards presentations

he assumed supreme command of th

armed forces in December 1991. and i
seems likely that the initial decision te
withdraw from the Nuclear Non-Prolifera-
tion Treaty was made by Kim Jong 0 witt
an eye toward his restive officer corps.

The junior Kim can only {eel embold-

ened by what his belligerence has pro-
duced:. (1) additional time to continue
building & nuclear weapon, (2) the possible
end to “‘Team Spirit,” the thinly veiled
U.S.-South Korea preparation for war with
the North, and (3) direct dialogue with the
giobal superpower, greatly enhancing
North Korea's world-wide prestige.
President Clinton will need more tha

words to resolve this crisis. He must make
his objectives clear, and back them up
with the promise of credible diplomatic
and military action. Rather than trying g
appease one of the last remaining Stalinist
dictatorships in the worid, Mr. Clinton
should specify the date by which North Ko
rea must open its suspect facilities to in-
ternational inspection. If it (alls to do so.
he should seek U.N. economic sanctions
with an established deadline.

After that, military measures must be
onsidered. While it’s too late to attack the
uspect nuclear facilities themselves tbe
ause of the potential for the release of ra

ation), destroying military headquar
ers, ballistic missile launch sites, or com
mand and control facilities would send a:
equally compelling message and give th:
North Korean military command pause t
\Lonsider the sagacity of its Dear Leader.
Above all, U.S.-South Korea joint mil.
exercises must not be suspended. Ur.
der the circumstances, such a concessio
by the U.S. would only be perceived a
weakness, further emboldening our adver
saries and discouraging our allies in th
region. During the presidential campaigr
Mr. Clinton correctly identified the sprea
of weapons of mass destruction as one
the most difficult post-Cold War chaileng:
we f{ace. Now he has an opportunity
deet that challenge.

Mr. DiRita is deputy director of foreu

defense policy forewgn policy at the He
1ta) ~Foundation in Washington.

Hon), tanks (3,700), artillery pieces (9.800) .
and tactical missiles (370) poised to smke’

The military buildup has taken place sinc‘

Korean force levels are on the rise. There
)
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL
WASHINGTON. D.C. 20506

September 1, 1993

ACTION

MEMORANDUM FOR ANTHONY LAKE '( P/

THROUGH: KENT WIEDEMANQ (

FROM: SANDRA J. KRISTOFF (

SUBJECT: Letter to Korean Ambassador Han

The Korean’s arranged for a cassette tape of the President’s
favorite music to be played during his "jogging event" in Seoul
with President Kim. The President apparently commented how much
he enjoyed the music and the Koreans now have forwarded the tape
to the President.

It would be appropriate for you to thank the Korean Ambassador
for his government’s thoughtfulness in forwarding the tape to us.

RECOMMENDATION

That you sign the letter at Tab I.

Attachments
Tab I Letter to Ambassador Han
Tab A Incoming Material



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

Dear Ambassador Han:

I wanted to let you know how much the
President enjoyed receiving the music
cassette of some of his favorite songs.
It was thoughtful of you to arrange for
the music to be played at the Blue House
jog with President Kim and gracious of
you to arrange to have the cassette
delivered to the White House.

The President’s trip to Seoul was
enormously successful and we look forward
to hosting President Kim in Washington
soon.

Sincerely,

Anthony Lake
Assistant to the President

for National Security Affairs

His Excellency Han Sung-su
Ambassador

Republic of Korea

Seoul

ThT Ly e

.




Embassy of the United States of America 65_5.;

Wit -~
Seoul, Korea

August 4, 1993 M M
a2, ot
DV

Mr. William Itoh
National Security Council
Executive Office

Dear Will:

Enclosed is the cassette tape that was playing in the Blue
House swimming pool and changing area, when President Clinton
came in to change after the jog on July 11.

As I understand the story, the Korean Embassy had
apparently contacted White House staffers to find out just what
his favorite songs are. When he came in to change, the tape
was playing. The President was reportedly amazed to hear so
many of his favorites, and asked for the cassette. I received
the enclosed from the Foreign Ministrys’ Director of Protocol,
Mr. Paek.

Please forward it to the President, perhaps with this
letter of explanation.

It was a pleasure to work with you on the visit, which
continues to draw very favorable comments here.

Sincerely,

Ratigan
ng Deputy Chief of Mission
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

September 17, 1993

Dear Ambassador Han:

I wanted to let you know how much the
President enjoyed receiving the music
cassette of some of his favorite songs.
It was thoughtful of you to arrange for
the music to be played at the Blue House
jog with President Kim and gracious of
you to arrange to have the cassette
delivered to the White House.

The President’s trip to Seoul was
enormously rewarding and we look forward
to hosting President Kim in Washington
soon.

Sincerely,
%7[‘&4‘_

Anthony Lake
Assistant to the President
for National Security Affairs

His Excellency Han Sung-su
Ambassador

Republic of Korea

Seoul
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL
WASHINGTON. D C. 20506

September 1, 1993

ACTICON

MEMORANDUM FOR ANTHONY LAKE '( k/

THROUGH: KENT WIEDEMANQ; (

FROM: SANDRA J. KRISTOFF (

SUBJECT: Letter to Korean Ambassador Han

The Korean’s arranged for a cassette tape of the President’s
favorite music to be played during his "jogging event"” in Seoul
with President Kim. The President apparently commented how much
he enjoyed the music and the Koreans now have forwarded the tape
to the President.

It would be appropriate for you to thank the Korean Ambassador
for his government’s thoughtfulness in forwarding the tape to us.

RECOMMENDATION

That you sign the letter at Tab I.

Attachments
Tab I Letter to Ambassador Han
Tab A Incoming Material
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Embassy of the United States of America 65.572
—
Seoul, Korea ZQ/Q{Llf

August 4, 1993 M K/@
a2, Uowtr ™
W

Mr. William Itoh
National Security Council
Executive Office

Dear Will:

Enclosed is the cassette tape that was playing in the Blue
House swimming pool and changing area, when President Clinton
came in to change after the jog on July 11.

As I understand the story, the Korean Embassy had
apparently contacted White House staffers to find out just what
his favorite songs are. When he came in to change, the tape
was playing. The President was reportedly amazed to hear so

many of his favorites, and asked for the cassette. I received
the enclosed from the Foreign Ministrys’ Director of Protocol,
Mr. Paek.

Please forward it to the President, perhaps with this
letter of explanation.

It was a pleasure to work with you on the visit, which
continues to draw very favorable comments here.

Sincerely,

Ratigan
ng Deputy Chief of Mission
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL
WASHINGTON. D.C. 20508

August 23, 1993

ACTION

MEMORANDUM FOR ANTHONY LAKE

THROUGH : KENT WIEDEMANN ’(mv
FROM: AMY ZEGART}\f/
SUBJECT: Letter Regarding Jason Li’s Detention Under Korean

Door-to-Door Sales Act

Jason Li, a Taiwanese national who manages the Korean operations
of Sunrider International, has written thanking the President for
assisting in his release from detention in Korea. Mr. Li was one
of several people detained by South Korean authorities for
allegedly violating the Door-to-Door Sales Act, a law which
closely regulates the commission structure of door-to-door sales
companies.

The American Chamber of Commerce raised the detention issue with
the President in Seoul; subsequently, the American Embassy sought

resolution of the matter on behalf of one of the detainees -- Mr.
David Ussery, an American citizen and representative of the Amway
Corporation. Korean officials responded by releasing all of the

those charged under the same provision.

Because the United States government did not intervene directly
in Mr. 1.i’s case, we recommend that you send a response on behalf
of the President.

Your reply appreciates Mr. Li’s letter and expresses your hope
that entrepreneurial opportunities will increase as President
Kim’s Five-Year Economic Plan and the U.S.-Korea Dialogue for
Economic Cooperation move forward.

3
Concurrences by: Paul Clar%éz/Mikeygroman, Eric S%Ei%gzz
RECOMMENDATION

That you sign the letter to Jason Li at Tab I.

Attachments
Tab I Letter to Jason Li
Tab A Incoming Correspondence
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

Dear Mr. Li:

The President has asked me to reply to
your thoughtful letter concerning your
recent detention and release under
Korea’s Door-to-Door Sales Act.

We are pleased your situation has been
resolved, and are hopeful that
entrepreneurial opportunities in Korea
will increase further as President Kim’s
Five-Year Economic Plan and the U.S.-
Korea Dialogue for Economic Cooperation
move forward.

Sincerely,

Anthony Lake
Assistant to the President
for National Security Affairs

Mr. Jason Li, Branch Manager
Sunrider International Korea
2F Chang-Kang Building

22 Dowha-Dong, Mapo-Ku

Seoul 121-040, Korea
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SUNRIDER

July 25, 1993
-
[ \J His Excellency Bill Clinton §22002 )
(// 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Northwest
Washington D.C. 20500
U.S.A.

Dear Mr. President;

I, Jason Li, Branch Manager of The Sunrider International Korea, am
personally writing to you to give my heartfelt thanks and gratitude for your
exneditious assistance in securing the human rights for me during vour fecent
visit in South Korea on July 10-11, 1993.

Mr. David Ussery, Branch Manager of Amway Corp. Korea, some staff of both
Amway Corp. and Sunrider International Korea -and 1 were detained on_June 29,
1993 for allegedly violating Korea’'s Door-to-Door Sales Act. '

With your support, the seriousness of the matter was given appropriate attention
by the Korean government. My staff and I were released from detention on °
“July 12, 1993. Without your personal intervention and help, I would not be able
to talk to my family who are your constituents in the United States, sit in my
office to run the business, nor regain my dignity as an executive representing
an American Company. Your acting has greatly increased my confidence in the
American system and its belief in the fundamental human rights of all
individuals. Your direction also solved some obstacles on bilateral trade between
the United States of American and South Korea.

Although the businesses of both Amway Corp. Korea and Sunrider International
Korea and our personal safety are still in jeopardy, because we still face
possible indictment, staff and I are eternally grateful for your time and taking
the necessary steps to assure the future of American business in Korea.

Your decision and efforts to secure the justice are deeply appreciated by me as
well as my employer, Sunrider International Korea.
May God bless you richly.

Respectfully Yours,

“ o 4 e
son Li, Branch Manager
Sunrider International Korea
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(il

July 25, 1993
q/ His Excellency Bill Clinton / 722002 )

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Northwest

Washington D.C. 20500
U.S.A.

Dear Mr. President;

I, Jason Li, Branch Manager of The Sunrider International Korea, am
personally writing to you to give my heartfelt thanks and gratitude for your
expeditious assistance in securing the human rights for me durinz vcur receat
visit in South Korea on July 10-11, 1993.

Mr. David Ussery, Branch Manager of Amway Corp. Korea, some staff of both
Amway Corp. and Sunrider International Korea i on June 29,
1993 for allegedly violating Korea’s Door-to~Door Sales Act. "

With your support, the seriousness of the matter was given appropriate attention
by the Korean government. My staff and I were released from detention on ~

“July 12, 1993. Without your personal intervention and help, I would not be able
to talk to my family who are your constituents in the United States, sit in my
office to run the business, nor regain my dignity as an executive representing
an American Company. Your acting has greatly increased my confidence in the
American system and its belief in the fundamental human rights of all
individuals. Your direction also solved some obstacles on bilateral trade between
the United States of American and South Korea.

Although the businesses of both Amway Corp. Korea and Sunrider International
Korea and our personal safety are still in jeopardy, because we still face
possible indictment, staff and I are eternally grateful for your time and taking
the necessary steps to assure the future of American business in Korea.

Your decision and efforts to secure the justice are deeply appreciated by me as

well as my employer, Sunrider International Korea.
May God bless you richly.

Respectfully Yours,

¢ | S,
on Li, Branch Manager
Sunrider International Korea
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THE DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER AND
MINISTER OF NATIONAL UNIFICATION
SEOUL, REPUBLIC OF KOREA

July 26, 1993

Mr. Samuel Berger

Deputy Assistant for

National Security Affairs

National Security Council

01d Executive Building

17th Street & Pennsylvania Ave., N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20506

U.S.A.

Dear Mr. Berger:

I came back to Seoul with many good memories from my short
trip to the States. And, among other things, I have to
express my thanks to you who shared your time with Mr.
Lindsey and your expertise and insight on Korean issues.

As you are already reported, a second round of the U.S.-DPRK
talks ended in Geneva and my office is busy preparing for a
long-waited inter-Korean dialogue. I hope this talks will be
held as early as possible to find a constructive way to
resolve the North Korean nuclear problem and to discuss all
other matters to ease tensions on the Peninsula.

I will assure you that you will keep abreast of the progress
in inter-Korean relations and I hope you will seriously take
into consideration of the Korean issue by adding your
professional judgment to lead Korean problem into the right
direction.

Thank you again and hope to get together in the near future.

Sincerely,

-

" Zé} ijf,:’;,j/# %/ “Z“‘Z?T/
o fan Wang-Sang
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EMBASSY OF THE REPUBLIC OF KOREA
WASHINGTON, D. C.

August 2, 1993

Mr. William Itoh

Executive Secretary for the

National Security Council

0ld Executive Office Building

17th Street and Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. Itoh:

Having completed my assignment in the United States, the time
for my departure has arrived. I will leave Washington, D.C., for
Seoul on August 9, 1993, and would like to take a brief moment to
bid you farewell.

During the last three and a half years, I have always been
pleased to work with you on bilateral and multilateral matters, as
well on various issues of interest to us both. I am happy to note
that relations between Korea and the United States are stronger
than ever. President Clinton's recent visit to Seoul highlighted
the current friendly and cooperative state of relations between our
two countries, and I am confident that they will continue on an
upward path. ’

I would like to express my appreciation for the thoughtful
consideration and cooperation you graciously extended to me during
my tenure in Washington, D.C. Mr. Jong Rak Kwon will assume my
place as Political Counselor in the Embassy. I am confident that
Mr. Kwon will enjoy as much cooperation and assistance from you as
I have enjoyed.

Although my next assignment has not yet been finalized, I may
be working in the field of American affairs for the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs. I sincerely hope that our paths will cross again
in the near future, and I look forward to staying in touch. I wish
you the greatest success in all of your endeavors. :

Sincerely,
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5872
NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL
WASHINGTON. D.C. 20508

August 10, 1993

MEMORANDUM FOR BG MICHAEL B. SHERFIELD
Executive Secretary
Department of Defense

SUBJECT: Recognition of Korean Theater Service with
Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal

We have been asked by the Chief of Staff’s office to provide our
reaction to the Veterans of Foreign Wars’ request (attached) to
award the Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal to service personnel
who served in the Korean DMZ since 1953. Please provide your
comments and a proposed response on this request by August 14.

(U Qe

William H. Itoh
Executive Secretary

Attachment
As stated



THE DEPUTY SECRETARY OF VETERANS AFFAIRS
WASHINGTON

August 4, 1993

Memorandum to Mack Mclarty, Chief of Staff

Subject: Recognition of Korean Theatre Service Personnel

Attached is a copy of a letter from Jack Carney,
Commander in Chief of the Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW)
concerning avarding the Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal to
our American service personnel serving in Korea. I believe
this recommendation has merit and I further recommend that
DoD be asked to investigate the possibilities of doing it.
If need be the award could be restricted to certain
units/personnel who serve or have served on the DMZ.

This awvard would do several things,

- Demonstrate the President’'s recognition of the
difficult and dangerous job our service personnel
are doing

- Indicate his appreciation of these men and women

Announcement at the VFW Convention is a great idea, if

it is not too late. If I may be of assistance please let me
knovw..

Hershel W. Gober

Attachment



VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS OF THE UNITED STATES
VFW MEMORIAL BUILDING
200 Maryland Avenue, NE Washington, DC 20002
Telcphone: (202) $43-2239 Fax: (202) 543-6719

LARRY W. RIVERS
THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR - WASHINGTON OFFICE

TO: HERSHEL GOBER
DEPUTY SECRETARY OF VETERANS AFFAIRS

FAX #. 202-535-8665

RE: KOREAN SERVICE MEDAL

Hershel:

Attached is a letter Jack sent to President Clinton July 26, 1993. As you know (and as the Presi-
dent saw a few weeks ago) the DMZ in Korea has been and remains a very dangerous place.
Over the years the VFW has tried to convince the Department of Defense that those who have
served in Korea deserve recognition for their valuable and often dangerous service by awarding
the Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal to them. To do so would not cost the government any
money, would not change the status of the serviccmen and servicewomen that served there - it
would only recognize the special nature of their service. Aay help you could give us in this regard
would certainly be appreciated - by both the VFW and those who have served in Korea.

We are optimistic that Secretary of Defense Aspin is going to accept our invitation to be our
keynote speaker at the opening of our National Convention in Dallas on Monday August 23rd.
Any help you could give in that regard would also be appreciated. [f Secretary Aspin does accept
it would be GREAT and a feather in the Presidént's cap if the Secretary could announce such an
award. It would be s GREAT way for this Presldent and this Secretary to show how they appre-
ciate those American servicemen and servicewomen who have over the years placed themselves in
harm's way. And it can be done at no cost to the government! Hershel, its a "no brainer” and a
winner for the President.

Any help would be appreciated. Thanks and keep up the good work.

larry - 3August93 @ 8:45am.
Page 1 of 3 Pages



VETERANS OF FOREIGN WAKD Ur 10L Lottty Sainaco

THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF

July 26, 1993

The President
The White House
Washington, D. C. 20500

Dear Mr. President;

Our paths nearly crossed in Korea last week when visiting our servicemen and women
stationed in their battle positions just south of the DMZ. [ watched on television your
visit to the forward most outpost of freedom at Panmunjon. Just a few days later I stood
on the same spot and looked north toward a hostile and still menacing foe. While I stood
there it occurred to me, and perhaps to you as well, that we, as a nation, have done so
little for those who have stood guard on this frontier of freedom.

Even though the Armistice is forty years old, over that time our servicemen and women
have endured the near constant danger of North Korean aggression. On many occasions
over those years, we suffered casualties as a result of the North's provocative actions.
And yet, in all those years we, as a nation, have failed to recognize the danger we placed
these brave men and women in and the achievement in keeping the peace along this most
dangerous border.

Therefore, I've decided to ask you Lo consider directing the Defense Department to
recognize the service and sacrifice of thosc who stood in harms way in Korea. It seems to
me it is appropriate to award the Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal to all of our military
personnel who served for an appropriate period of time in Korea since the 1953 Armistice.
This, I believe, would be a fitting tribute and welcome recognition of those who served
and are serving freedom's cause so well. [ feel certain your Commander in Korea, General
Gary Luck. with whom [ spoke, would heartily support your action on this.

e WASTHNG TON OFFICE, @
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Lastly, Mr. President, I 'm probably the last Korean War veteran who will serve as
Commander-in-Chief of the 2.2 million member Veterans of Foreign Wars. [ would
sincerely appreciate your favorable consideration of this request before my official term
expires on August 26, 1993 and I turn over this post to a long line of Vietnam comrades.

In closing, let me offer you my best wishes and sincere thanks for considering this request.

)

ommander-in-Chie




KOREAR FACT SHEET

Since 1945, che Korean Penlnsula has becn a hot spot
bringing four of the world's strongest powers (U. S., USSR,
China and Japan) 1into conflict.

The Korean War from from L1950 to 1953, cost 54,248 American
lives and left 8,177 missing in accicn.

NDespite the 40 year old Armistice, Korea remains one of the
vorld's most dangerous military flash points.

== ln 1968, a4 North Korean commando team raided the Korean
capital attempting to kill the Korean president.

-- Also in 1968, the North Koreans seized the USS Pueblo,
captured and tortured its crew.

-= [n 1969, the North Koreans shot down a U. S. Air Force
patrol aircraft killing the entire crewv.

-= 1ln 1976, North Kureans attacked and killed two U. §.
officcerys wicth axes within sight of the Panmunjon
Armiscice Commisvsion Headquarters.

-= In 1978, North Korea shot down a U.S. helicopter
temporarlly imprisoning two wounded U.S. pilots.

-- In 1984, a U. S. soldier was killed by Norch Koreans
actempting to recapture a defector.

Approximately 43,000 U. S. troops are now serving Iin Korea
and over 31,000 are located wichin range of Norch Korean
artillery.

The 20,000-man 2nd U. S. Infantry Division conducts datly
combat patrols and ambushes inside the Demilitarized Zone
(DM7) and mans two guard posts just outside the DMZ.

Other 2nd Division soldiers are based at over twentcy
observation sites along the DMZ within range of North Korean

machine guns and artillery.

U. S. gsoldiers serving in the Joint Security Area ac
Panmunjon are confronted daily Ly physical threats from
North Korean guards.

Almost two million soldiers, sailors, airmen and Marines

have served in Korea since cthe 1953 Armistice. The U. S.
has suffered 89 killed und 132 wounded from hostile North
Korean actions since the Armistice was signed.



5872
NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL

WASHINGTON. D.C. 20506

Auqust 10, 1993

ACTION

MEMORANDUM FOR WILLIAM H. ITOH

Y
THROUGH: ROBERT BELL Zm’/
FROM: KEITH HAHN W
SUBJECT: Recognition of Korean Theater Service with Armed

Forces Expeditionary Medal

At Tab II we have been asked to comment on, and provide a
proposed response to, a request from the Veterans of Foreign Wars
that the Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal be awarded to all
servicemen and women who have served in the DMZ in Korea since
1953. The VFW recommends that the award be announced at their
annual convention in Dallas on August 23, if possible.

The Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal has traditionally been
awarded for participation in operations involving combat and
covering clearly defined periods of time. For example, it was
awarded for Operations Desert Shield/Desert Storm, but not for
previous operations in the Persian Gulf. It was only recently
approved for operations in Somalia. Furthermore, the award of
this medal to those who served in the DMZ would have to
distinguish between those individuals who actually were at the
line, rather than the support personnel in their units who remain
far removed from possible danger.

Discussions with Mike Sherfield indicate that there is more
history to this issue than is indicated in the VFW letter. Wwe
should forward this request to 0SD for comment and a proposed
draft.

Concurrence by: Sandra Kristof é

RECOMMENDATION

That you sign the memorandum at Tab I forwarding this request to
OSD Executive Secretary for a proposed response.

Attachments
Tab I Memorandum to the OSD Executive Secretary
Tab A Incoming Correspondence



From the Office of the Chief of Staff ot
Phone: 202/456-6797  Fax: 202/456-1121 S872

Date: _Y g" 13 Response needed by: j H-'. ﬁ}
COS Office Contact: mm

Action | FYI Action FYI

Joan Baggett Leon Panctta
Rahm Emanuel Howard Paster
Mark Gearan John Podesta
David Gergen Jack Quinn

Jack Gibbons Carol Rasco
Marcia Hale Bob Rubin
Alexis Herman Eli Segal

Nancy Hernreich Ricki Seidman
Tony Lake o George Stephanopoulos
Bruce Lindsey Christine Varney
Katie McGinty David Watkins
Regina Montoya Maggie Williams
Dee Dee Myers

Roy Neel

Bernie Nussbaum

Remarks:
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5872
NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL

WASHINGTON. D.C. 20508

August 10, 1993

ACTION

MEMORANDUM FOR WILLIAM H. ITOH

N
THROUGH : ROBERT BELL £(ﬂ’/
FROM: KEITH HAHN w
SUBJECT: Recognition of Korean Theater Service with Armed

Forces Expeditionary Medal

At Tab II we have been asked to comment on, and provide a
proposed response to, a request from the Veterans of Foreign Wars
that the Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal be awarded to all
servicemen and women who have served in the DMZ in Korea since
1953. The VFW recommends that the award be announced at their
annual convention in Dallas on August 23, if possible.

The Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal has traditionally been
awarded for participation in operations involving combat and
covering clearly defined periods of time. For example, it was
awarded for Operations Desert Shield/Desert Storm, but not for
previous operations in the Persian Gulf. It was only recently
approved for operations in Somalia. Furthermore, the award of
this medal to those who served in the DMZ would have to
distinguish between those individuals who actually were at the
line, rather than the support personnel in their units who remain
far removed from possible danger.

Discussions with Mike Sherfield indicate that there is more
history to this issue than is indicated in the VFW letter. We
should forward this request to OSD for comment and a proposed
draft.

Concurrence by: Sandra Kristof é

RECOMMENDATION

That you sign the memorandum at Tab I forwarding this request to
0SD Executive Secretary for a proposed response.

Attachments
Tab I Memorandum to the OSD Executive Secretary
Tab A Incoming Correspondence



5872
NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506

MEMORANDUM FOR BG MICHAEL B. SHERFIELD
Executive Secretary
Department of Defense

SUBJECT: Recognition of Korean Theater Service with
Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal

We have been asked by the Chief of Staff’s office to provide our
reaction to the Veterans of Foreign Wars’ request (attached) to
award the Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal to service personnel
who served in the Korean DMZ since 1953. Please provide your
comments and a proposed response on this request by August 14.

William H. Itoh
Executive Secretary

Attachment
As stated
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From the Office of the Chief of Staff
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Rahm Emanuel Howard Paster
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THE DEPUTY SECRETARY OF VETERANS AFFAIRS
WASHINGTON

August 4, 1993

Memorandum to Mack McLlarty, Chief of Staff

Subject: Recognition of Korean Theatre Service Personnel

Attached is a copy of a letter from Jack Carney,
Commander in Chief of the Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW)
concerning awarding the Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal to
our American service personnel serving in Korea. I believe
this recommendation has merit and I further recommend that
DoD be asked to investigate the possibilities of doing it.
If need be the award could be restricted to certain
units/personnel who serve or have served on the DMZ.

This award would do several things,

- Demonstrate the President's recognition of the
difficult and dangerous job our service personnel
are doing

- Indicate his appreciation of these men and women

Announcement at the VEW Convention is a great idea, if

it is not too late. If I may be of assistance please let me
know.

Hershel W. Gober

Attachment



VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS OF THE UNITED STATES
VFW MEMORIAL BUILDING
200 Maryland Avenuc, NE Washington, DC 20002
Telephone: (202) $43-2239 Fax: (202) 543-6719

LARRY W. RIVERS
THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR - WASHINGTON OFFICE

TO: HERSHEL GOBER
DEPUTY SECRETARY OF VETERANS AFFAIRS

FAX #: 202-535-86635

RE: KOREAN SERVICE MEDAL

Hershel:

Attached 1s a letter Jack sent to President Clinton July 26, 1993. As you know (and as the Presi-
dent saw a few weeks ago) the DMZ in Korea has been and remains a very dangerous place.
Over the years the VFW has tried to convince the Department of Defense that those who have
served in Korea deserve recognition for their valuable and often dangerous service by awarding
the Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal to them. To do so would not cost the government any
money, would not change the status of the serviccmen and servicewomen that served there - it
would only recognize the special nature of their service. Any help you could give us in this regard
would certainly be appreciated - by both the VFW and those who have served in Korea.

We are optimistic that Secretary of Defense Aspin is going to accept our invitation to be our
keynote speaker at the opening of our National Convention in Dallas on Monday August 23rd
Any help you could give in that rcgard would also be appreciated. If Secretary Aspin does accept
it would be GREAT and a feather in the President's cap if the Secretary could announce such an
award. It would be a GREAT way for this President and this Secretary to show how they appre-
ciate those American servicemen and servicewomen who have over the years placed themselves in
harm's way And it can be done at no cost to the government! Hershel, its a "no brainer” and a
winner for the President.

Any help would be appreciated. Thanks and keep up the good work.

Larry - 3August93 @ 8:45am.
Page 1 of 3 Pages
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VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS OF IHE UNILEU StAino

THE COMMANDLER-IN-CHIEF

July 26, 1993

The President
The White House
Washington, D. C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

Our paths nearly crossed in Korea last week when visiting our servicemen and women
stationed in their battle positions just south of the DMZ. [ watched on television your
visit to the forward most outpost of freedom at Panmunjon. Just a few days later I stood
on the same spot and looked north toward a hostile and still menacing foe. While I stood
there it occurred to me, and perhaps to you as well, that we, as a nation, have done so
little for those who have stood guard on this frontier of freedom.

Even though the Armistice is forty years old, over that time our servicemen and women
have endured the near constant danger of North Korean aggression. On many occasions
over those years, we suffered casualties as a result of the North's provocative actions.
And yet, in all those years we, as a nation, have failed to recognize the danger we placed
these brave men and women in and the achievement in keeping the peace along this most
dangerous border.

Therefore, I've decided to ask you to consider directing the Defense Department to
recognize the service and sacrifice of thosc who stood in harms way in Korea. It seems to
me it is appropriate to award the Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal to all of our military
personnel who served for an appropriate period of time in Korea since the 1953 Armustice.
This, I believe, would be a fitting tnibute and welcome recognition of those who served
and are serving freedom's cause so well. I feel certain your Commander in Korea, General
Gary Luck. with whom I spoke, would heartily support your action on this.
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Lastly, Mr. President, 1 'm probably the last Korean War veteran who will serve as
Commander-in-Chief of the 2.2 million member Veterans of Foreign Wars. I would
sincerely appreciate your favorable consideration of this request before my official term
expires on August 26, 1993 and I turn over this post to a long line of Vietnam comrades.

In closing, let me offer you my best wishes and sincere thanks for considering this request.

R/espectfully,

(/C(meander-in-Chie



KOREAR FACT SHEET

Since 1945, the Korean Penlnsula has becn 3 hot spot
brlnging four of the world's strongest powers (U. S., USSR,
China and Japan) into conflice.

The Korean War from from 1950 to 1953, cost 54,248 American
lives and left 8,177 missing in action.

Despite the 40 year old Armistice, Korea remalns one of the
wvorld's most dangerous military flash points.

-= In 1968, a4 North Korean commando team raided the Korean
capital attempting to kill the Korean president.

-- Also in 1968, the North Koreans seized the USS Pueblo,
captured and tortured its crew.

-- In 1969, the North Koreans shot down a U. S. Air Force
patrol aircraft killing the entire crew.

-= In 1976, North Kureans attacked and killed two U. S,
officers wich axes within sight of the Panmunjon
Armistice Commission Headquarters.

-=- In 1978, North Korea shot down a U.S. helicopeter
temporarily imprisoning two wounded U.S. pilots.

-- In 1984, a U. S. soldier was killed by Norch Koreans
attempting to recapture a defector.

Approximately 43,000 U. S. troops are now serving In Korea
and over 31,000 are located wichin range of Norcth Korean
artillery.

The 20,000-man 2nd U. S. Infantry Division conducts daily
combat patrols and ambushes inside the Demilitarized Zone
(DM7) and mans two guard posts just outside the DMZ.

Other 2nd Division soldiers zare based at over twenty
observation sites along the DMZ within range of North Korean
machine guns and artillery.

U. S. soldiers serving in the Joint Security Area ac
Panmunjon are confronted daily Ly physical threats from
North Korean guards.

Almost two million soldiers, sailors, airmen and Marines

have served in Korea since the 1953 Armistice. The U. S,
has suffered 89 killed and 132 wounded from hostile Norch
Korean actions since the Armistice was signed.



