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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

September 1, 1993 

. . ----------.., 

TO: KENT KRISTOFF/ 

FROM: WILL IT 

The President recently read an article 
in The Wall Street Journal (attached) 
entitled "Clinton's Naivete on North 
Korea Could Be Deadly." He asked Tony 
what his response to the article was. 
He would like a brief memorandum 
following up on the article to include 
where we are on this issue and where we 
plan to go. 

Mr. Lake would like an answer to this by 
the end of today. 

(Your response should be an info 
memorandum to the President under a 
short action memorandum to Tony.) 

Thank you. 

cc: Dan Poneman 
Steve Aoki 
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OUTLOOK Clinton's Naivete 

Dealing With the 'Honest Person' On North Korea 
Could Be Deadly Periodically, the government 

thmws a wetlands "felon" in jail, en· 
ads a retroactive tax or singles out 
some company for regulatory harass· 
ment to please a screaming activist 
grqup. At times like these. the natural 
question is, "Is the government an 
hoAest person?" 

We borrow the phrase from John 
Ciblnic. the noted contracts authority 
at George Washington University's 
law school. who places this Important 
question at the heart of some Interest· 
ing cases percolating up from the fed· 
era! bench. Because these lawsuits 
ha~e to do with the savings and loan 
del;>l.cle and could cost the government 
bWIDns of dollars In damages, they 
may actually point to a healthy change 
in Washington's atmospherics. 

·We've roUowed In particular. the 
case of Glendale Federal Bank. wblcb 
w~ back In 1981 was enticed by the 
Federal Home Loan Banlt Board Into 
buftng a failing Florida. tbrUl The 
lute was the promise of "aupervtaory 
goodwill" that coiild be counted as 
capital. In return, Uncle Sam was re­
lieved of havtng to pay off the falling 

. thrift's deposlton. 
··This deal and othen Uke It were 

unilaterally abrogated by FIRREA. 
the law enacted by Congress In 1989 to 
spank the good rema1n1ng members of 
the S&L Industry, which had made 
Congress look bad. Virtually 
overnight, Glenfed and dozens of 
thrifts that had relied on the govern· 
ment's own agreements found them· 
selves Insolvent and In danger of being 
seized and shut down by regulators. 

Now the lepl question here Is 
whether the government's sovereign 
Immunity from lawsuit ailows It slm· 
ply to slough ofr the sort of promises It 
.made to Glenfed. Traditionally, sover· 
.elgn Immunity hasn't extended to acts 
undertaken by government as a party 
to a contract. 

But In a murky ruling in May, the 
appeals court for the federal circuit In 
Washington, D.C .. ruled that Glenfed 
and others don't have a claim for dam· 
ages because they dldn't have con­
tracts. And even if they did. the court 
added, the "sovereign acts doctrine" 
gives the government carte blanche. 

In her dissenting opinion, Judge 
Pauline Newman observed that the 
banks and their regulators would 
have been surprised to hear that 
their agreements meant nothing. 
"These documents were explicit as to 
the financial obligations of all par-

ties, the condltlons and mutual 
promises by which these commit· 
ments lnvolvtng millions of doU&n By l..WIY D1Rm 
were made." At a nen conference yesterday tr 

Seoul. a stunn.1nr announcement w~ 
U the majority's ruling were to made by a North Korean defector whc 

stand, doing business with the gov- waned In tbat country's oerense Mlnistr) 
ernment would become Uttle more for llYe yeus: Pyongyang has tlntshl!! 
than a crap shoot. But the court wort on two of four missile bases that th• 
clearly hasn't finished Its work. defector llYI will be used to target Amer 

The Glenled decision files In tbe lean mllltary Installations in Guam am 
face of another decision by the same Jap111. In lllbt of other recent actions b! 
court In July. This time the plaintiffs Nortb Korea. tllil development does no 

coqie u a total surprtse. But 11 does serv• 
were two sateUlte companies who'd u a nm1Dder that the Clinton admlnlstra 
been stiffed by NASA for sbuttlt t10li'1 Wik-bleed policy toward the com 
launches. The court concluded that mllllllt 1Dff1111Dent Ls naive and. unless al 
while "the President or Congre9" are tend.~ allow North Korea to satiS(J 
free to make sovereign policy, that na.Clliil #ar objectives. . 
doesn't excuse the government from Whlll .IJle ldmlolstratlon has 1>ee1 

ytn dam h It b--- ..._ ~ by nents ID-:.tbe f?rmer Yu 
pa (. ages w en ,_... ,.. pl!lvta. Prmldent Clllllon seems pre 
contractual word. . . . · · · ~ 191it 111 at0wedly pWe rertme de 

Having contused nerytlOdy wttlt ,.... ia~• nuclear capabWty Iha 
these dueling rullnp, ~ ~. ..... . ......, , 1111 .. ·delicate balance o 
full appeals court panel wlll lit Ui ~~.lilL\114.: Tiie coofllct stem: 
know what It really tllinb. It ~ · • Ml iiar11~•MS'* made March 12 II! 
last week that an 11 JUdlel Would Id*• · tll1"ra ~ amrmoent that It In 
a second JOOk at Glenfed'I CllM'. ftll l-tmlfMlli.illihW nil tbe Nuclear Noa 
~- 1 .... II the., __ ,. ..... .- · !.,~.. ~&order toprnent ID .....,.. -.. -·~"""'"rt ·i'·~ . · al HI nuclea 

While all Udl lepllsm bu bieo ... · · " ·· _ ' . 
1n1 on, Glendale 1w held up It.end of" : ' . ·. . a; OlillDa oftered fO cu 
the original birpln. Liit week.· . I · .'Dna agreed to bonor 1!11 
through the herculean enorti cit cllO ~ trWI. . promised to: U 
Stephen Trafton, It llOlllebow railed· ClllCll;liit< U.1.-Boutb Korea Joto 
S425 m1lllon In fresh capital from lai- lldlllirt ~ W lllYel' use nuclea 

WI .._ Ila' llllut Nartll lorea and m suppor 
stitutional Investors. th 1111 ·-:.. . *rdA ~ • af nuclear rac111 
taxpayers are probably otf the boor·. 111111l 9illlll . . ' - · 
for the S2.5 bUUon It would cmt to ~ .. AlaPllDI .-of 1111 otters but hopilb 
Glented dawn. ID !IQ --liiltL. Nortb Korea "11111 

Of course, this recapltallzatlon also '~• dedliGlf to wttbdraw a day be 
dilutes the existing sbarebokten down fan tl wfiil ._,, 111111 eCfect. Pyoogy1111 ba 
to pocket change. Maybe these uni~ ..-;19•b ll?'9id to ber1n further coo 
tunates will now take to the lecture•· lultldall wta ~ IDteroatloa&I Atomt. 
cult on what It's Uke belnl ''putql!n-" ~ lllli'lr ~;. · BlrtJ molution t 

. · .. ; iioirlin la - {tftn tllouati tile CUntoi 
with Washington. ··· -~a.a.called the embarrasl 

It's worth recaWnr tllaf ll'IRRBA mr ltlllmit8 .._. ICiep In the r1gbt dlrec 
was driven In the first place largely by tion"). l&llntlllle, Nortb Korea contlD~ 
Congress's desire to deflect the pub- llD qaietb' . .,... 111 llUClear mlulle pm 
llc's S&L fury away from that august' . sram.' . . . • · 
body's own role 1n the nuco and onto · ,apu Ii one of 1111111 ccuotnes that bu 
someone else. Congreaa, ol c:oune. . ~ ~ .about tile nuclear 
was present at the creation, bl(tnnlDf ~ = . .::r rrl:, 
with Femand St Germain's mldnlgbt w ·ftlllld dial lta 
legislative exertions and nmnlnf on ..._.. _. 
through the Jim Wright and Keattng port of lbs Nucllar 
Fl ve scandals. In particular, the Nm-Pnlllferatlaa 
record makes clear that Congrea TMlf cannot be 
knew It was suckering people with llWIDteed. Imply· 
whom regulators had made IOlemn lnr n may dlftlop Ill 

OWD auclear capabll· 
agreements. lty. 'lbe ClA esU· 

The private sector's standard rap ml.tll that North II& 
on Washington ts that It's obUvtoua or rea may !ll'eady 
worse to the Impact of Its polldes In haft produced Kl111 n Sung 

1he real world. U some big awards In eDllUlll plutoolum ID develop a nuclea 
these S&L cases helped concentrate a bomb, and Its director, James Woolse, 
rew minds, it wouldn't be a bad thing. hu rurtber cootlrmed that North Kore 
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Politics in Arkansas 
La.st year, voten in 14 states ap­

proved tenn limit measures by an 
overall margin of 2 to l. Don't expect 
'the mossbacks to go quietly. In several 
states, the political establishment has 
brazenly decided to 1111e the people to 
protect career ornceholders. 

House Speaker Tom Foley refuses 
to even allow a committee hearing on 
a constitutional amendment to impose 
tenn limits nationwide. But he can't 
:wait to have his day in court on a law­
suit he has joined to overturn Wash­
ington state's tenn limit law. 

The fact is that for all the rhetoric 
about whether limits are constitu­
uonal, the objections from the incum­
bents are essentially political. They 
don't want to give up what for most or 
them has simply become a career, 
what they do for a living. So now 
they 're going to any lengths to run 
around the people who see tenn limits 
as a means to restore the idea or pub­
lic service to political office. 
· Exhibit A at the moment comes 
from Arkansas. Last month, a state 
circwt court judge in Little Rock 
tossed out a tenn limit initiative that 
had been approved by 603 of the voters 
last year. Judge Chris Piazza's deci­
s10n is remarkable on several counts. 

First, according to the Arkansas 
Democrat-Gazette, the only statewide 
newspaper, the judge's eight-page 
opmlon "was written out and ready to 
be distributed before he had heard the 
arguments." Second, Judge Plaua 
tossed out the law's Congressional 
tenn limits by citing a case m which 
the Supreme Court ruled that Congress 
couldn't add its own qualifications for 
service in that body. However, the 
Supreme Court was completely silent 
on what power the states retained. 

Finally. the judge invalidated the 
term limits for state legislators on the 
incredible premise that the people 
didn't know they were amending the 

state constitution. He ruled that since 
the amendment did not begin with a 
three-word clause, "Be It enacted," 
the entire law Is Invalid. 

Thla last ruling has astounded 
state constitutional experts. Dick Hat­
field, an attorney for the state. says 
the judge's logic would overturn sev­
eral parts of the state's constitution, 
Including amendments legalizing 
horse racing and voting machines. 

Judge Plaua's decision has at least 
focused attention on Arkansas's pecu· 
liar political mores. It's the only state 
in which all judges are elected on a 
partisan basis. and In which the polit­
ical parties run the primaries that usu­
ally select judges. To run for judge, 
candidates must pay a filing fee of be­
tween SS,000 and S8.000. not to the 
state but to the political party they be­
long to. And get this: Democrats, who 
control 74 out of 75 county court­
houses, also reqUire a "loyalty oath" 
of all judicial nominees in which they 
pledge to support the party and all of 
its candidates. 

Since the Democratic Party Is the 
most vociferous opponent of tenn lim­
its in Arkansas, Judge Plazza might 
well have committed political suicide 
if he'd upheld tenn limits. He will hold 
a final hearing on his decision tomor­
row. It will then be appealed to the 
Arkansas Supreme Court, made up en· 
tirely of Democrats who've also signed 
a party loyalty oath. 

While he opposes term limits, De­
mocratic Governor Jim Guy Tucker II 
worried nonetheless that the ex­
pressed will of the people may be 
thwarted on a dubious technlcallty. 
That would only deepen public cyni· 
cism about government. He told us 
that if the law is struck down voters 
Will likely pass it again by a bigger 
margin. Next time, the draften may 
be sorely tempted to add additional 
term limits-for judges. 

Asides 
Discharge Rumbles 

Some House Members have com· 
plained that we listed their names 
among the 223 Members who haven't 
joined Rep. Jim lnhofe's effort to 
end secret discharge petitions. 
Speaking for the non·signers in to­
day's letters column. Rules Commit· 
tee Chairman Joe Moakley claims 
that ending secrecy would mean 
more power for lobbyists and special 
interests. We'd have thought that 
takil'g a stand against such forces 
came with the JOb. We suspect that 

Mr. Moakley is fundamentally wor· 
rit>(l that his Rules panel would lose 
its :1ammerlock on bills. Some Mem· 
bers aren't listening to him. Democ· 
rats David Mann of Ohio and Barney 
Frank of Massachusetts have told 
constituents recently that they favor 
ending the secrecy rule. Rep. Frank. 
says the issue is simply about 
whether House .Members support 
open government. Three more Mem· 
bers Will give Rep. Inhofe the ma· 
jorlty that he needs to let some sun­
shine into Cungress. 

.---. ... -r--· 
Pyonl)'IDI II appamiUy wtlll.ng to ne­

iiotlate Ill threatened wlthdrawa.I trom the 
Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty. but Its 
act!ona speak louder than Its wonla. In a 
recent policy paper expn!Sllnf cautloos 
optlmlam about the North Korea-South ~ 
rea dialogue, the South Korean M1nlstry or 
Defense outllned the mllltary buildup that 
has been taking place In the North since 
late 1991. In nearly e't'ery cateiiory. North 
Korean force levels are on the rise. There · 
are now more troops (more than one mu- 1 
Uon), tanks t3,700l, anUlery pieces 19.BOOl 
and tactical missiles !370l poised to strtkej 
the South than when the joint talks began. 

At the same time. a leadership succes· 
slon Is unloldlni In the North. In a process­
that bepn In 1973, "Great Leader" Kim n 
Sun1 Is gradually cedln1 power to his son. 
"Dear Leader" Kim JonlJ n.The younger 
Kim, with no mllltary expenence and nr 
natural constituency wlthln the arme< 
forces, has been court1ng his ot!lcers wit: 
higb-vtslbWty participation in milita[\ 
ceremonies and awards presentations~ 
The mWtary buildup has taken place sine· 
be Ulllllled 11JPn!me command of th 
armed forces In December 1991. and i 
seems likely that the lnlUal decision 1;.. 
wlthdraw from the Nuclear Non·Prolllera 
lion Treaty WU made by Kim Jong D Witt 
an eye toward hll restive officer corps. 

The Junior Kim can only feel embold· 
ened by what hll belligerence has pnr 
duced: (1) additional time to continue 
buildlnl a nuclear weapon. 12 l the possible 
end to "Team Spirit," the thinly veiled 
U.S.·South Korea preparation for war Wlth 
the Nortb, and (3) direct dialogue Wlth the 
pobal Aq>erpower, greatly enhancing 
North Kore&'• world·wlde prestige. .J 

President Clntoa will need more tha1, 
words to l'llOl'fe thll c:rllls. He must mu!! 
bll obJecttvet clear, and back them up 
with tbe promile or credible dlplomatla 
and military action. Rather than trying : '1 
appeue one ol the IUt remaining StallntSI 
dlctatanb1P1 In the world, Mr. Clinton 
lhollld specify the date by which North Ko­
rea must open lta suspect facillties to in· 
ternatlonal Inspection. If It !al.ls to do so. 
be lbould seek U.N. economic sanctions 
with an establllhed deadline. 

After that, military measures must bf 
onsldered. While It's too late to attack th1 
uspect nuclear facilities themselves 1 be 
ause of the potential for the release of ra 
attonl. destroylnf military headquar 

ers, balllstlc mlastle launch sites. or com 
mand and control facWtles would send ar 
equally compelllnl message and give th· 
North Korean mllltary command pause t 

Ider the sapclty of l!J Dear Leader. 
AboYe all, U .S.·South Korea joint mil. 

eierd.sel must not be suspended. Ur 
der the clrcumltances, such a concessio 
by the U.S. would only be perceived a 
weatnea, rurther embolden1n1 our adve r 
sanes and dlacouragtng our allies in th 
repon. DurlnlJ the presidential campa1gr 
Mr. Clinton correctly Identified the sprea 
of weapons or mass destrUction as one 
the most difficult post.Cold War challeng• 
we face. Now he has an opportunity 

eet that challenge. 

Mr. /JIRita is deputy director of forn, 
an4 de~ policy frJmgn policy at the H1 
1ttf. ~ndatioll i11 Wa.shmgt011. 



ACTION 

MEMORANDUM FOR 

THROUGH: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
WASHINGTON. O.C. 20506 

September 1, 1993 

ANTHONY LAKE ~( r 
KENT WIEDEMAN {( 
SANDRA J. KRISTOFF 

Letter to Korean assador Han 

6557 

The Korean's arranged for a cassette tape of the President's 
favorite music to be played during his "jogging event" in Seoul 
with President Kim. The President apparently commented how much 
he enjoyed the music and the Koreans now have forwarded the tape 
to the President. 

It would be appropriate for you to thank the Korean Ambassador 
for his government's thoughtfulness in forwarding the tape to us. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you sign the letter at Tab I. 

Attachments 
Tab I Letter to Ambassador Han 

Tab A Incoming Material 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Dear Ambassador Han: 

I wanted to let you know how much the 
President enjoyed receiving the music 
cassette of some of his favorite songs. 
It was thoughtful of you to arrange for 
the music to be played at the Blue House 
jog with President Kirn and gracious of 
you to arrange to have the cassette 
delivered to the White House. 

The President's trip to Seoul was 
enormously successful and we look forward 
to hosting President Kirn in Washington 
soon. 

Sincerely, 

Anthony Lake 
Assistant to the President 

for National Security Affairs 

His Excellency Han Sung-su 
Ambassador 
Republic of Korea 
Seoul 

t 
r 

r .. ... 

t I . 
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Mr. William Itoh 
National Security Council 
Executive Office 

Dear Will: 

_J~p~ 
Embassy of the United States of America 6SS,Z. 

!UlU 
Seoul, Korea 

August 4, 1993 ~ L<__ 

~~-

Jud-

Enclosed is the cassette tape that was playing in the Blue 
House swimming pool and changing area, when President Clinton 
came in to change after the jog on July 11. 

As I understand the story, the Korean Embassy had 
apparently contacted White House staffers to find out just what 
his favorite songs are. When he came in to change, the tape 
was playing. The President was reportedly amazed to hear so 
many of his favorites, and asked for the cassette. I received 
the enclosed from the Foreign Ministrys' Director of Protocol, 
Mr. Paek. 

Please forward it to the President, perhaps with this 
letter of explanation. 

It was a pleasure to work with you on the visit, which 
continues to draw very favorable comments here. 

Sincerely, 

Chief of Mission 



TO: HAN SEUNG SOO 

FROM: LAKE 

KEYWORDS: KOREA SOUTH 

PERSONS: 

UNCLASSIFIED 
NSC/RMO PROFILE 

RECORD ID: 9306557 
RECEIVED: 31 AUG 93 15 

DOC DATE: 17 SEP 93 
SOURCE REF: 

SUBJECT: LAKE THANK YOU LTR TO AMB HAN OF SOUTH KOREA RE TAPE OF PRES 
FAVORITE MUSIC 

ACTION: FOR DISPATCH DUE DATE: 03 SEP 93 STATUS: C 

STAFF OFFICER: KRISTOFF LOGREF: 

FILES: WH NSCP: CODES: 

D 0 C U M E N T D I S T R I B U T I 0 N 

FOR ACTION 
STATE 

COMMENTS: 

FOR CONCURRENCE FOR INFO 
KRISTOFF 
NSC CHRON 

DISPATCHED BY ______ \f\f\ ___ DATE _°1-+.-:/J'--7 __ BY HAND W/ATTCH 
~ I 

OPENED BY: NSASK CLOSED BY: NSWEA DOC 3 OF 3 

UNCLASSIFIED 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

September 17, 1993 

Dear Ambassador Han: 

I wanted to let you know how much the 
President enjoyed receiving the music 
cassette of some of his favorite songs. 
It was thoughtful of you to arrange for 
the music to be played at the Blue House 
jog with President Kim and gracious of 
you to arrange to have the cassette 
delivered to the White House. 

The President's trip to Seoul was 
enormously rewarding and we look forward 
to hosting President Kim in Washington 
soon. 

Sincerely, 

~{L-
Anthony Lake 
Assistant to the President 

for National Security Affairs 

His Excellency Han Sung-su 
Ambassador 
Republic of Korea 
Seoul 

I 
J 



6557 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
WASHINGTON. 0 C 20506 

September 1, 1993 

ACTION 

MEMORANDUM FOR 

THROUGH: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: Letter to assador Han 

The Korean's arranged for a cassette tape of the President's 
favorite music to be played during his "jogging event" in Seoul 
with President Kim. The President apparently commented how much 
he enjoyed the music and the Koreans now have forwarded the tape 
to the President. 

It would be appropriate for you to thank the Korean Ambassador 
for his government's thoughtfulness in forwarding the tape to us. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you sign the letter at Tab I. 

Attachments 
Tab I Letter to Ambassador Han 

Tab A Incoming Material 



Mr. William Itoh 
National Security Council 
Executive Off ice 

Dear Will: 

__J~p/~ 
Embas.~_y of the United States of America bSSf 

Seoul, Korea 
!UlU 

August 4, 1993 ~k 
~~~ 

)uJ-

Enclosed is the cassette tape that was playing in the Blue 
House swimming pool and changing area, when President Clinton 
came in to change after the jog on July 11. 

As I understand the story, the Korean Embassy had 
apparently contacted White House staffers to find out just what 
his favorite songs are. When he came in to change, the tape 
was playing. The President was reportedly amazed to hear so 
many of his favorites, and asked for the cassette. I received 
the enclosed from the Foreign Ministrys' Director of Protocol, 
Mr. Paek. 

Please forward it to the President, perhaps with this 
letter of explanation. 

It was a pleasure to work with you on the visit, which 
continues to draw very favorable comments here. 

Sincerely, 

Chief of Mission 



ACTION 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
WASHINGTON. D.C. 20506 

August 23, 1993 

MEMORANDUM FOR ANTHONY LAKE 

THROUGH: KENT WIEDEMANN~<.( 
FROM: AMY ZEGAR~ 

5879 

SUBJECT: Letter Regarding Jason Li's Detention Under Korean 
Door-to-Door Sales Act 

Jason Li, a Taiwanese national who manages the Korean operations 
of Sunrider International, has written thanking the President for 
assisting in his release from detention in Korea. Mr. Li was one 
of several people detained by South Korean authorities for 
allegedly violating the Door-to-Door Sales Act, a law which 
closely regulates the commission structure of door-to-door sales 
companies. 

The American Chamber of Commerce raised the detention issue with 
the President in Seoul; subsequently, the American Embassy sought 
resolution of the matter on behalf of one of the detainees -- Mr. 
David Ussery, an American citizen and representative of the Amway 
Corporation. Korean officials responded by releasing all of the 
those charged under the same provision. 

Because the United States government did not intervene directly 
in Mr. Li's case, we recommend that you send a response on behalf 
of the President. 

Your reply appreciates Mr. Li's letter and expresses your hope 
that entrepreneurial opportunities will increase as President 
Kim's Five-Year Economic Plan and the U.S.-Korea Dialogue for 
Economic Cooperation move forward. 

Concurrences by: Paul Clar~Mike ~Joman, Eric Sc~z 
RECOMMENDATION 

That you sign th2 letter to Jason Li at Tab I. 

Attachments 
Tab I Letter to Jason Li 
Tab A Incoming Correspondence 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Dear Mr. Li: 

The President has asked me to reply to 
your thoughtful letter concerning your 
recent detention and release under 
Korea's Door-to-Door Sales Act. 

We are pleased your situation has been 
resolved, and are hopeful that 
entrepreneurial opportunities in Korea 
will increase further as President Kim's 
Five-Year Economic Plan and the U.S.­
Korea Dialogue for Economic Cooperation 
move forward. 

Sincerely, 

Anthony Lake 
Assistant to the President 

for National Security Affairs 

Mr. Jason Li, Branch Manager 
Sunrider International Korea 
2F Chang-Kang Building 
22 Dowha-Dong, Mapo-Ku 
Seoul 121-040, Korea 
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July 25, 1993 

His Excellency Bill Clinton 
1600 Pennsylvania A venue 
Northwest 
Washington D.C. 20500 
U.S.A. 

Dear Mr. President; 

I, Jason Li, Branch Manager of The Sunrider International Korea, am 
personally writing to you to give my heartfelt th.an.ks and gratitude for your 
exneditious assistan~~- in secutj_!Yr.._the___hll_man rigp_ts fo!" me d_\Uin:;r_yQJ.U'._~C.ertt 
visff1n5outl1Korea on July 10-11, 1993. 
Mr. Davia.UsseTY.-Branch iV.fanager of-Ainway Corp. Korea, some staff of both 
Amway Corp. and Sunrider International Korea ..and I were detained on June 29, 
1993 for allegedly violating Korea's Door-to-Door Sales Act. 

·-- - -----

With your support, the seriousness of the matter was given appropriate attention 
by the Korean government. My staff and I were released from detention . on 
July-12, 1993.With.otityo~sonal intervention and help, I would not be able 
to talk to my family who are your constituents in the United States, sit in my 
office to run the business, nor regain my dignity as an executive representing 
an American Company. Your acting has greatly increased my confidence in the 
American system and its belief in the fundamental human rights of all 
individuals. Your direction also solved some obstacles on bilateral trade between 
the United States of American and South Korea. 

Although the businesses of both Amway Corp. Korea and Sunrider International 
Korea and our personal safety are still in jeopardy, because we still face 
possible indictment, staff and I are eternally grateful for your time and taking 
the necessary steps to assure the future of American business in Korea. 

Your decision and efforts to secure the justice are deeply appreciated by me as 
well as my employer, Sunrider International Korea. 
May God bless you richly. 

Respectfully Yours, d 
_..;iic;..-:~£~~L"~ 
son Li, Branch Manager 

Sunrider International Korea 
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SUNRICER 

July 25, 1993 

His Excellency Bill Clinton 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Northwest 
Washington D.C. 20500 
U.S.A. 

Dear Mr. President; 

I, Jason Li, Branch Manager of The Sunrider International Korea, am 
personally writing to u to give my heartfelt thanks and gratitude for your 
exneditious assistance in securing the human ri t~ for me 
visit in South Korea on July 10-11, 1993. 
Mr. -David Ussery, Branch Manager of Amway Corp. Korea, some staff of both 
Amway Corp. and Sunrider International Korea -and I were detained on June 29, 
1993 for allegedly violating Korea's Door-to-Door Sales Act. -

With your support, the seriousness of the matter was given appropriate attention 
by the Korean government. My staff and I were rel~ trOm-deteiition on --

J'iily lZ 1993. Without your personal intervention and help, I would not be able 
to talk to my family who are your constituents in the United States, sit in my 
office to run the business, nor regain my dignity as an executive representing 
an American Company. Your acting has greatly increased my confidence in the 
American system and its belief in the fundamental human rights of all 
individuals. Your direction also solved some obstacles on bilateral trade between 
the United States of American and South Korea. 

Although the businesses of both Amway Corp. Korea and Sunrlder International 
Korea and our personal safety are still in jeopardy, because we still face 
possible indictment, staff and I are eternally grateful for your time and taking 
the necessary steps to assure the future of American business in Korea. 

Your decision and efforts to secure the justice are deeply appreciated by me as 
well as mY employer, Sunrider International Korea. 
May God bless you richly. 
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THE DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER AND 

MINISTER OF NATIONAL UNIFICATION 

SEOUL, REPUBLIC OF KOREA 

Mr. Samuel Berger 
Deputy Assistant for 
National Security Affairs 
National Security Council 
Old Executive Building 

July 26, 1993 

17th Street & Pennsylvania Ave., N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20506 
U.S.A. 

Dear Mr. Berger: 

I came back to Seoul with many good memories from my short 
trip to the States. And, among other things, I have to 
express my thanks to you who shared your time with Mr. 
Lindsey and your expertise and insight on Korean issues. 

As you are already reported, a second round of the u.S.-DPRK 
talks ended in Geneva and my off ice is busy preparing for a 
long-waited inter-Korean dialogue. I hope this talks will be 
held as early as possible to find a constructive way to 
resolve the North Korean nuclear problem and to discuss all 
other matters to ease tensions on the Peninsula. 

I will assure you that you will keep abreast of the progress 
in inter-Korean relations and I hope you will seriously take 
into consideration of the Korean issue by adding your 
professional judqaent to lead Korean problem into the right 
direction. 

Thank you again and hope to get together in the near future. 

Sincerely, 

Ban Wang-Sang 
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' 
EMBASSY OF THE REPUBLIC OF KOREA 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 

Mr. William Itoh 
Executive Secretary for the 
National Security Council 

August 2, 1993 

Old Executive Office Building 
17th street and Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, o.c. 20500 

Dear Mr. Itoh: 

Having completed my assignment in the United States, the time 
for my departure has arrived. I will leave Washington, o.c., for 
Seoul on August 9, 1993, and would like to take a brief moment to 
bid you farewell. 

During the last three and a half years, I have always been 
pleased to work with you on bilateral and multilateral matters, as 
well on various issues of interest to us both. I am happy to note 
that relations between Korea and the United States are stronger 
than ever. President Clinton's recent visit to Seoul highlighted 
the current friendly and cooperative state of relations between our 
two countries, and I am confident that they will continue on an 
upward path. 

I would like to express my appreciation for the thoughtful 
consideration and cooperation you graciously extended to me during 
my tenure in Washington, D.C. Mr. Jong Rak Kwon will assume my 
place as Political Counselor in the Embassy. I am confident that 
Mr. Kwon will enjoy as much cooperation and assistance from you as 
I have enjoyed. 

Although my next assignment has not yet been finalized~ I may 
be working in the field of American affairs for the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs. I sincerely hope that our paths will cross again 
in the near future, and I look forward to staying in touch. I wish 
you the greatest success in all of your endeavors. 

Sincerely, 

-~J.~----coJ!le~~ Y 
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
WASHINGTON. D.C 20506 

August 10, 1993 

MEMORANDUM FOR BG MICHAEL B. SHERFIELD 
Executive Secretary 
Department of Defense 

SUBJECT: Recognition of Korean Theater Service with 
Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal 

5872 

We have been asked by the Chief of Staff's office to provide our 
reaction to the Veterans of Foreign Wars' request (attached) to 
award the Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal to service personnel 
who served in the Korean DMZ since 1953. Please provide your 
comments and a proposed response on this request by August 14. 

Attachment 
As stated 

.......... w. 

t 

~(l_ 
William H. Itoh 
Executive Secretary 



THE DEPUTY SECRETARY OF VETERANS AFFAIRS 

WASHINGTON 

August 4, 1993 

Memorandum to Mack McLarty, Chief of Staff 

Subject: Recognition of Korean Theatre Service Personnel 

Attached is a copy of a letter from Jack carney, 
Commander in Chief of the Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFfl) 
concerning a 'lfarding the Azmed Forces Expeditionary Medal to 
our American service personnel serving in Korea. I believe 
this recommendation has merit and I further recommend that 
DoD be asked to investigate the possibilities of doing it. 
If need be the a'lfard could be restricted to certain 
units/personnel 'lfho serve or have served on the r::MZ. 

This a'lfard 'lfould do several things, 

Demonstrate the President's recognition of the 
difficult and dangerous job our service personnel 
are doing 

Indicate his appreciation of these men and 'lfomen 

Announcement at the VFW Convention is a great idea, if 
it is not too late. If I may be of assistance please let me 
kno'lf ... 

#JI 
Hershel W. Gober 

Attachment 



VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS OF THE UNITED STATES 
VFW MEMORIAL 8U1LDING 

200 Maryland Avenue, NP. Wash1ng1on. DC 20002 
Telephone: (202) H.~-2239 Fas: (202) 543-6719 

LARRY W. RIVF.RS 
1lfE EXECUTIVE DUU!CTOR - w ASHINGTON omcE 

TO: HERSHEL GOBER 
DEPUTY Sl:::CRET ARY Of VETERANS AfF Al.RS 

f AX#: 202-535-8665 

RE: KOREAN SERVICE MEDAL 

Hershel: 

Attached is a letter Jack sent to President Clinton July 26, l 993. As you know (and as the Presi­
dent saw a few weeks ago) the DMZ in Korea bas been and remains a very dangerous place. 
Over the years the VFW has tried to convince the Department of Defense that those who have 
served in Korea deserve recognition for their valuable and often dangerous service by awarding 
the Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal to thenL To do so would not cost the government any 
money, would not change the status -of the servicemen and servicewomen that served there - it 
would only recognize the special nature of their service. Any help you could give us in this regard 
would certainly be appreciated • by both the VFW and those who have served ill Kore.a. 

We are optimistic that Secretary or .Defense Aspin is going to accept our invitation to be our 
keynote speaker at lbe opening of our National Convention in Dallas on Monday August 23rd. 
Any help you could give in that regard would also be appreciated. [f Secretary A~pin does accept 
it would be GREAT and a feather in the Pi~Ml_!nt's cap if the Secretary could announce such an 
award. It would be a GREAT way for this Pr•ident and this Secretary to show how they appra. 
ciate those American servicemen and 5ervicewomen who have over the years placed themselves in 
harm's way. And it can be done at no cost to the government! Hershe~ its a "no brainer" and a 
winner for the President. 

Any help woukl be appreciated. Thanks and keep up the good work. 

J..arry • 3August93@ 8:4Sam. 
Page 1 of 3 Pages 



VETERANS OF FORE IC~~ \\'AK~ ur i nr.. L .. , ~ L ~~ .., ... a ....... .._, 

The President 
The White House 
Washington. D. C. 20SOO 

Dear Mr. President: 

July 26, 1993 

- ..... 

Our paths nearly crossed in Korea last week when visiting our servicemen and women 
:stalioned in their battle positions just south of the DMZ. I watched on television your 
visit to the forward most outpost of freedom at Panmunjon. Just a few days later I stood 
on the same spot and looked north toward a hostile and still menacing foe. While I stood 
there it occurred to me, and perhaps to you as well, that we. as a nation, have done so 
tin le for tho~e who have stood guard on this frontier of freedom. 

Even though the Armistice is forty years old, over that time our servicemen and women 
have endured the near constant danger of North Korean aggression. On many occasions 
over those years. we suffered casualties as a result of the North's provocative actions. 
And yet. in alJ those years we, as a nation, have failed to recognize the danger we placed 
these brave men and women in and the achievement in keeping the peace along this most 
dangerous border. 

Therefore, I've decided to uk you Lo consider directing the Defense Department to 
recognize the service and sacrifice of those who stood in banns way in Korea. It seems to 
me it is appropriate to award the Armed Fore cs Expeditionary Medal to all of our military 
persoMcl who served for an appropriate period of time in Korea ~ince the 19S3 Armistice. 
This. I believe, would he a fitting tribute and welcome recognition of those who served 
and are serving freedom's cause so well. I feel certain your Commander in Korea. General 
Gary Luck. with whom I spoke, would hcanily support your action on this . 

• ,,.,,,..111-.•. n lN 11n·wr: • 
.I',\ '.::··.11••:11.1 !'1' 11.111''' •~•w1\l,\llYl..\,I• \\F'.\l'f: ·' 1:.•W,\:-illl:"•:l;TflN.llC ~IXlll;!."17 1• .. •·\R~:,\1'1111~:.:11~·~11 .... , 
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Lastly. Mr. President, I 'm probably the last Korean War veteran who will serve as 
Commander-in-Chief of the 2.2 million member Veterans of Foreign Wars. I would 
sincerely appreciate your favorable consideration of this request before my official tenn 
expires on August 26. 1993 and I turn over this post to a long line of Vietnam comrades. 

ln closing. let me offer you my best wishes and sincere thanks for considering this request. 

R~tfully. 

I &CARNEY 
l/ Commander-in-Chic 

·~··. 



COR!AR FACT SKEET 

Since 1945, the Korean Peninsula has been a hot spot 
brluging four of the world's strnngest povers (U. S., USSR, 
China snd Japan) into conflict. 

Th~ Korean War from from 1950 to 1953, co~c 54,248 American 
lives and left 8,177 missing in action. 

lle.~pite th~ 40 year old Armistice, Korea remains one of the 
vorld's most dangerous military flash points. 

ln 1968, a North Korean comm~ndo team raided the Korean 
capital attempting to kill the Korean president. 

Also in 1968, the ~orth Koreans seized the USS Pueblo, 
captured and tortured it~ ere~. 

In 1969, the North Koreans shot dovn a U. S. Air Force 
patrol aircraft killing the entire craw. 

ln 1976, North Kureans attacked and killed two lJ. S. 
officer~ with axe» vithin siaht of the Panmunjon 
Armistice Commiwsion Headquarters. 

In 1978, North Korea shot down a U.S. helicopter 
temporarily imprisoning two voundad U.S. pilots. 

In 1984, a U. S. ~oldier was killed by North Koreans 
attempting to recapture a defector. 

Appruximately 43,000 U. S. troops ara now serving in Korea 
and over 31,000 are located vichin range of North Korean 
artillery. 

The 20,000-man 2nd U. S. Infantry Division conducts rl~tly 

combat patrols and ambushes 1nKide the Demilitarized Zone 
(OH7.) and mans two gu~~d posts juAt outside the DMZ. 

Other 2nd Division soldiers are based at over twenty 
observation »it~s along the DMZ within range of North Korean 

_machine guns and artillery. 

U. S. soldiers serving in the Joint Security Area ac 
~anmunjon are confronted daily ~y physical threats from 
North Korean guards. 

Almost two million soldiers, sailors, airmen and Marines 
have ~erved in Korea 91nce the 1953 Armistice. The U. S. 
has 9u!fered 89 killed and 132 wounded from hn~tile North 
Korean actions 8ince the Armistice vas signed . 

. ' 
l 
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ACTION 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
WASHINGTON. D.C. 20506 

August 10, 1993 

MEMORANDUM FOR WILLIAM H. ITOH 

THROUGH: 

FROM: 

ROBERT BELL f ~ 
KEITH HAHN W' 

5872 

SUBJECT: Recognition of Korean Theater Service with Armed 
Forces Expeditionary Medal 

At Tab II we have been asked to comment on, and provide a 
proposed response to, a request from the Veterans of Foreign Wars 
that the Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal be awarded to all 
servicemen and women who have served in the DMZ in Korea since 
1953. The VFW recommends that the award be announced at their 
annual convention in Dallas on August 23, if possible. 

The Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal has traditionally been 
awarded for participation in operations involving combat and 
covering clearly defined periods of time. For example, it was 
awarded for Operations Desert Shield/Desert Storm, but not for 
previous operations in the Persian Gulf. It was only recently 
approved for operations in Somalia. Furthermore, the award of 
this medal to those who served in the DMZ would have to 
distinguish between those individuals who actually were at the 
line, rather than the support personnel in their units who remain 
far removed from possible danger. 

Discussions with Mike Sherfield indicate that there is more 
history to this issue than is indicated in the VFW letter. We 
should forward this request to OSD for comment and a proposed 
draft. 

Concurrence by: Sandra Kristof~& 
RECOMMENDATION 

That you sign the memorandum at Tab I forwarding this request to 
OSD Executive Secretary for a proposed response. 

Attachments 
Tab I Memorandum to the OSD Executive Secretary 

Tab A Incoming Correspondence 



From the Office of the Chief of Staff 
Phone: 202/456-6797 Fax: 202/456-1121 

Date: </ ). ~ ) Response needed by: _;?...._---'-f ....;:;....~-_..;~_..;~~J'---_ 
COS Office Contact: -~~\\\LL---JB_...u.;;mttnW~L-.------------

Action FYI Action FYI 

Joan BaggeU Leon Panetta 

Rahm Emanuel Howard Paster 

Mark Gearan John Podesta 

David Gergen Jack Quinn 

Jack Gibbons Carol Rasco 

Marcia Hale Bob Rubin 

Alexis Herman Eli Segal 

Nancy Hernreicb Ricki Seidman 

Tony Lake °'-. George Stephanopoulos 

Bruce Lindsey Christine Varney 

Katie McGinty David Watkins 

Regina Montoya Maggie Williams 

Dee Dee Myers 

Roy Neel 

Bernie Nussbaum 

Remarks: 

Response: 
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
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ROBERT BELL fed-I 
KEITH HAHN W' 

5872 

Recognition of Korean Theater Service with Armed 
Forces Expeditionary Medal 

At Tab II we have been asked to comment on, and provide a 
proposed response to, a request from the Veterans of Foreign Wars 
that the Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal be awarded to all 
servicemen and women who have served in the DMZ in Korea since 
1953. The VFW recommends that the award be announced at their 
annual convention in Dallas on August 23, if possible. 

The Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal has traditionally been 
awarded for participation in operations involving combat and 
covering clearly defined periods of time. For example, it was 
awarded for Operations Desert Shield/Desert Storm, but not for 
previous operations in the Persian Gulf. It was only recently 
approved for operations in Somalia. Furthermore, the award of 
this medal to those who served in the DMZ would have to 
distinguish between those individuals who actually were at the 
line, rather than the support personnel in their units who remain 
far removed from possible danger. 

Discussions with Mike Sherfield indicate that there is more 
history to this issue than is indicated in the VFW letter. We 
should forward this request to OSD for comment and a proposed 
draft. 

Concurrence by: Sandra Kristof ~t 
RECOMMENDATION 

That you sign the memorandum at Tab I forwarding this request to 
OSD Executive Secretary for a proposed response. 

Attachments 
Tab I Memorandum to the OSD Executive Secretary 

Tab A Incoming Correspondence 



NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
WASHINGTON. 0.C. 20506 

MEMORANDUM FOR BG MICHAEL B. SHERFIELD 
Executive Secretary 
Department of Defense 

SUBJECT: Recognition of Korean Theater Service with 
Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal 

5872 

We have been asked by the Chief of Staff's office to provide our 
reaction to the Veterans of Foreign Wars' request (attached) to 
award the Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal to service personnel 
who served in the Korean DMZ since 1953. Please provide your 
comments and a proposed response on this request by August 14. 

Attachment 
As stated 

William H. Itoh 
Executive Secretary 



From the Office of the Chief of Staff 
Phone: 202/456-6797 Fax: 202/456-1121 

Date: </ ). ~ ) Response needed by: -1o1<j.__-......;..f ~~---:__;~~J:..____ 
COS Office Contact: _1)_...;~ .... l-~__.u.....,0...-~-----------

Action FYI Action FYI 

Joan Baggett Leon Panetta 

Rahm Emanuel Howard Paster 

Mark Gearan John Podesta 

David Gergen Jack Quinn 

Jack Gibbons Carol Rasco 

Marcia Hale Bob Rubin 

Alexis Herman Eli Segal 

Nancy Hemreicb Ricki Seidman 

Tony Lake °'" George Stepbanopoulos 

Bruce Lindsey Christine Varney 

Katie McGinty David Watkins 

Regina Montoya Maggie Williams 

Dee Dee Myers 

Roy Neel 

Bernie Nussbaum 

Remarks: 

Response: 



THE DEPUTY SECRETARY OF VETERANS AFFAIRS 

WASHINGTON 

August 4, 1993 

Memorandum to Mack McLarty, Chief of Staff 

Subject: Recognition of Korean Theatre Service Personnel 

Attached is a copy of a letter from Jack Carney, 
Commander in Chief of the Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW) 
concerning awarding the Anned Forces Expeditionary Medal to 
our American service personnel serving in Korea. I believe 
this recommendation has merit and I further recommend that 
DoD be asked to investigate the possibilities of doing it. 
If need be the award could be restricted to certain 
units/personnel who serve or have served on the DMZ. 

This award would do several things, 

Demonstrate the President's recognition of the 
difficult and dangerous job our service personnel 
are doing 

Indicate his appreciation of these men and women 

Announcement at the VFW Convention is a great idea, if 
it is not too late. If I may be of assistance please let me 
know. 

#Jr 
Hershel W. Gober 

Attachment 



VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS OF THE UNITED STATES 
VFW MEMORIAL BUILDING 

200 Maryland Avenue, NF. Washington, DC 20002 
Telephone: (202) H.=\-2239 Fa~: (202) 543-671') 

LARRY W. RIVF.RS 
IRE EXECUTIVE Dl.IU!CTOR - WASHING TON OFFICE 

TO: HERSHEL GOBER 
DEPUTY SECRET ARY OF VETERANS AFFAIRS 

f AX#: 202-535-8665 

RE: KOREAN SERVICE MEDAL 

Hershel: 

Attached is a letter Jack sent to President Clinton July 26, l 993. As you know (and as the Presi­
dent saw a few weeks ago) the DMZ in Korea has been and remains a very dangerous place. 
Over the years the VFW has tried to convince the Department of Defense that those who have 
served in Korea deserve recognition for their valuable and often dangerous service by awarding 
the Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal to theni To do so would not cost the i&ovemment any 
money, would not change the status of the servicemen and servicewomen that served there - it 
would only recognize the special nature nf their service. Any help you could give us in this regard 
would certainly be appreciated· by both the VFW and those who have served in Korea. 

We are optimistic that Secretary of Defense Aspin is going to accept our invitation to be our 
keynote speaker at the opening of our National Convention in Dallas on Monday August 2~rd 
Any help you could give in that regard would also be appreciated. If Secretary Aspin does accept 
it would be GREAT and a feather in the Pr~M.f~nt's cap if the Secretary could announce such an 
award. It would be a GREAT way for this President and this Secretary to show how they appre· 
c:iate those_ American servicemen and servicewomen who have over the years placed themselves in 
harm's way. And it can he done at no cost to the government! Hershel, its a "no brainer" and a 
winner for the President. 

Any help would be appreciated. Thanks and keep up the good work. 

Larry- 3August93@ 8:4Sam. 
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V E T E R .AN S 0 F F 0 RE I G N \V AK ~ U .t• r .tt lj u l~ 1 .i r... u ~ .t rt .l i.:.. ~ 

The President 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

Till·~ Cl >M~IMliDEH· 1:-;-Cllil-:F 

July 26, 1993 

- , .... 

Our paths nearly crossed in Korea last week when visiting our servicemen and women 
:stationed in their battle positions just south of the DMZ. I watched on television your 
visit to the forward most outpost of freedom at Panmunjon. Just a few days later I stood 
on the same spot and looked north toward a hostile and still menacing foe. While I stood 
there it occurred to me, and perhaps to you as well, that we, as a nation, have done so 
little for tho~e who have stood guard on this frontier of freedom. 

Even though the Armistice is forty years old, over that time our servicemen and women 
have endured the near constant danger of North Korean aggression. On many occasions 
over those years. we suffered casualties as a result of the North's provocative actions. 
And yet, in alJ those years we, as a nation, have failed to recognize the danger we placed 
these brave men and women in and the achievement in keeping the peace along this most 
dangerous border. 

Therefore, I've decided to a:;k you Lo consider directing the Defense Department to 

recognize the service and sacrifice of those who stood in harms way in Korea. It seems to 
me it is appropriate to award the Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal to all of our military 
persoMel who served for an appropriate period of time in Korea 5ince the 1953 Armistice. 
This, I believe, would he a fitting tribute and welcome recognition of those who served 
and are serving freedom's cause so well. I feel certain your Commander in Korea, General 
Gary Luck. with whom I spoke, would heartily support your action on this. 

• \\",\,.-111'•;111:-< tlFFll"~·: • 
.i·'.I ·.:: ·-.110•."t'.I !'I 'J.itl'\t.•:.:••1\J,\11'1.\.'\I• \\F.'\IT. ·'l:.•\~,\:->lll:"<;T<l:-.:.i•l .,'.l~Wl:!·"11<1H•..\lU'.,\<'11lll-:~11·~.-.. ~:1 ··:·:" 
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Lastly, Mr. President, l 1m probably the last Korean War veteran who will serve as 
Commander-in-Chief of the 2.2 million member Veterans of Foreign Wars. I would 
sincerely appreciate your favorable consideration of this request before my official tenn 
expires on August 26, 1993 and I tum over this post to a long line of Vietnam comrades. 

in closing. let me offer you my best wishes and sincere thanks for considering this request. 

RJ8Pectfully, 

I &CARNEY 
L/ Commander-in-Chic 



~OREAR FACT SHEET 

Since 1945, the Korean Peninsula has been a hot spot 
brluging four of the world's strongest powers (U. S., USSR, 
China and Japan) into conflict. 

Th~ Korean War from from 1950 to 1953, co~c 54,248 American 
lives and left 8,177 missing in action. 

lle.~pite the 40 yeoir old Armistice, Korea remains one of the 
world's most dangerous military flash points. 

tn 1968, a North Korean commsndo team raided the Korean 
capital attempting to kill the Korean president. 

Also in 1968, the ~orth Koreans seized the USS Pueblo, 
captured and tortured it~ ere~. 

In 1969, the North Koreans shot down a U. S. Air Force 
patrol aircraft killing the entire crew. 

ln 1976, North Kureans attacked LJ.nd killer.l t'WO tr. S. 
officer~ with axe~ within sight of the Panmunjon 
ArmisticQ Commi~sion Headquarters. 

In 1978, North Kore~ shot down a U.S. h~licopter. 

tempornrlly imprisoning two wounded U.S. pilots. 

In 1984, a U. S. soldier was killed by North Koreans 
attempting to recapture a defector. 

Appruximately 43,000 U. S. troops are now serving in Kor~a 
and over 31,000 are located within range of North Korean 
artillery. 

The 20,000-man 2nd U. S. Infantry Division conducts rl~ily 

combat patrols and ambushes inside the Demilitarized Zone 
(DMZ) and mans two ~uard posts just outside the DMZ. 

Other 2nd Division soldiers are based ac over twenty 
observation ~ic~s along the DMZ within range of North Korean 
machine guns and artillery. 

U. S. soldiers serving in the Joint Security Area ac 
Panmunjon are confronted dail) by physical threats from 
North Korean guards. 

Almost two million soldiers, 8ailors, airmen and Marines 
have served in Korea since the 1953 Armistice. The U. S. 
has suffered 89 killed and 132 wounded from ho~tile North 
Korean actions ~ince the Armistice was signed. 


