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Cuba policy misses the boat
A bipartisan caii for change essentially gave Clinton impunity. Instead, we get

baseball games. Maybe.

By Wayne S. Smith
Those who had hoped for something new in Cuba policy were deeply
disappointed by the measures the Clinton administration announced last 
week.

Needed was a thorough review of policy that would lead to sweeping 
changes. What we got instead was a series of unimportant small steps, some 
impractical, others a timid augmentation of what we are already doing.

Thirty-nine years after the U.S. embargo was first imposed, Fidel Castro is 
still in power. The embargo has accomplished nothing. While regarding our 
refusal to trade with Cuba as eccentric, other countries also saw it as none of 
their business.

But with the Cuban Democracy Act in 1992, Washington began telling 
companies incorporated in other countries that they could not trade with 
Cuba. In the Helms-Burton Act of 1996, Washington threatened to haul 
foreign companies into U.S. federal courts if they "trafficked" in expropriated 
property in Cuba. It warned foreign banks not to provide credit to Cuba. 
Helms-Burton has caused serious problems with our closest friends and 
trading partners and spurred a widespread rejection of U.S. policy toward 
Cuba.

Against this background, last October, a distinguished group called on the 
President to appoint a bipartisan commission to conduct a thorough policy 
review. Coming as it did from Sen. John W. Warner (R., Va.) and 24 other 
senators and from former Cabinet members of GOP administrations, 
including former Secretaries of State Henry A. Kissinger, Lawrence S. 
Eagleburger and George P. Shultz, the call for a bipartisan commission 
would have given the President effective political cover!

At first, the administration seemed amenable. But some members of 
Congress, led by Sen. Robert G. Torricelli (D., N.J.), and Cuban exiles in 
Miami and New Jersey voiced strong opposition.

The administration caved. It announced that there would be no commission 
and no policy review. There was no need for one, it asserted, because there 
was a strong consensus in favor of the existing policy. But if that was true.
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why did respected people from both sides of the aisle insist that a review was 
needed?

As a sop to those who had hoped for more, on Jan. 5 Clinton announced 
measures he says will expand contact with the Cuban people and show 
support for them yet also keep the pressure on the Cuban government:

The number of charter flights carrying Cuban Americans to visit family in 
Cuba will be increased and routed from other cities besides Miami and 
Havana; the processing of visas and licenses will be streamlined; and there 
will be more cultural, academic and sports exchanges, including exhibition 
baseball games between a Cuban team and the Baltimore Orioles.

The latter is the only thing that could be termed a breakthrough: More than 
20 years ago, Castro suggested a baseball game.

The other measures, however - increases in the amount of money U.S. 
citizens can send Cuban citizens; the sale of food to private institutions and 
of farm implements to private farmers and cooperatives; the start of 
direct-mail service between the United States and Cuba - are not likely to 
increase appreciably the flow of people between the countries. And if we're 
trying to improve relations with Cuba, why the increased funds for Radio and 
TV Marti?

So an opportunity has been lost. More meaningful steps are needed. Clinton 
might have indicated, for example, the administration's support for legislation 
to lift the embargo on the sale of food and medicine, removed all travel 
controls, or announced the closure of TV Marti and the transfer of Radio 
Marti back to Washington, where it could be brought under the effective 
control of the Voice of America.

The Jan. 5 announcement might have been couched in different terms, terms 
designed to indicate our readiness to enter into a more constructive 
relationship with the Cuban government.

People-to-people contact is useful, to be sure, but it is an illusion to think we 
can deal only with private entities and citizens in Cuba. Sooner or later, if we 
want to encourage the government to move ahead with reforms, we must deal 
with that government.

But that is a message that has not yet registered with the Clinton 
administration.

Wayne S. Smith, a senior fellow at the Center for International Policy, served 
as the chief of the U.S.-interests section in Havana from 1979 to 1982. He 
wrote this piece for the Los Angeles Times.
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Hurting Cubans
Clinton eases a bit

FINALLY, President Clinton has taken some small steps to relax America's 
stranglehold on the bankrupt island of Cuba. He would ease the four-decade 
blockade by:

(1) Letting any American send up to $1,200 a year in humanitarian aid, (2) 
allowing sale of food and agricultural supplies to Cuban groups, (3) improving 
mail service between the mainland and the island, (4) expanding charter flights 
to Cuba, (5) letting the Baltimore Orioles and Cuba's national team play 
exhibition games.

This is a welcome change - but it isn't 
enough. America should end all of its cruel 
measures designed to starve the Cuban 
people into abandoning communism.

America should end all of its 
cruel measures designed to 

starve the Cuban people into 
abandoning communism.

After Fidel Castro's small band of rebels ousted a Mafia-connected dictator and 
instituted Marxism, rich Cubans fled to Florida and began political war against 
their homeland. They didn't care if they hurt their relatives and countrymen, as 
long as it drove Castro from power.

Conservatives in Congress backed their effort to damage Cuba as much as 
possible.

But Castro wasn't driven from power. The only effect of the embargo was to 
inflict suffering on Cuba's people. Most of the world sees America as a 
malicious neighbor.

Clinton's small step should be followed by wide-open acceptance of Cuba. 
Friendly trade and tourism with capitalist America would soon wipe out Cuba's 
communism - something four decades of strangulation couldn't do.

Write a letter to the editor.

pack News Imports Columns Beat Home
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FINALLY, President Clinton has taken some small steps to relax 

America's stranglehold on the bankrupt island of Cuba. He would ease 

the four-decade blockade by:

(1) Letting any American send up to $ 1,200 a year in humanitarian aid,

(2) allowing sale of food and agricultural supplies to Cuban groups,

(3) improving mail service between the mainland and the island, (4) 

expanding charter flights to Cuba, (5) letting the Baltimore Orioles 

and Cuba's national team play exhibition games.

This is a welcome change - but it isn't enough. America should end all 

of its cruel measures designed to starve the Cuban people into 

abandoning communism.

After Fidel Castro's small band of rebels ousted a Mafia-connected 

dictator and instituted Marxism, rich Cubans fled to Florida and began 

political war against their homeland. They didn't care if they hurt 

their relatives and countrymen, as long as it drove Castro from power. 

Conservatives in Congress backed their effort to damage Cuba as much 

as possible

But Castro wasn't driven from power. The only effect of the embargo 

was to inflict suffering on Cuba's people. Most of the world sees
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America as a malicious neighbor.

Clinton's small step should be followed by wide-open acceptance of 

Cuba. Friendly trade and tourism with capitalist America would soon 

wipe out Cuba's communism - something four decades of strangulation 

couldn't do.
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I read with great interest your news story (Jan. 5) about the White House 
measures easing trade restrictions with Cuba, and your fine editorial ("Cuba 
deserves better," Jan. 6). I agree: Cuba does deserve better, especially the 
Cuban people suffering from the unfair, obsolete U.S. trade embargo. By the way 
the U.S. business community deserves to have better economic opportunities in 
Cuba, as it does in the former Soviet Union, Vietnam and China -- countries 
favored by the White House with the easing of economic sanctions.

I have been to Cuba 10 times recently, and judging by the economic 
investments, trade and tourism from Canada, Latin America and European nations, 
the United States is hurting itself by losing good business opportunities while 
denying U.S. companies the opportunity to profit through trade with Cuba.

The American dollar has practically become the standard currency in Cuba, 
with few transactions made with the Cuban peso, which now is worth l/20th of the 
dollar, or 5 cents. Isn't the legal circulation and dominating influence of the
American dollar a most visible evidence of American capitalistic penetration of 
Cuba?

There are so many other signs of American-style practices in Cuba: the 
tourist attractions, hotels, restaurants, consumption of American products and 
the Cuban people's preferences for American movies, music, television and other 
forms of artistic and cultural expression.

Cubans' acceptance of the American way of life should be enough incentive for 
our government to completely lift the economic embargo that unjustly punishes 

.Cuba, or at least continue improving business, cultural, communications and 
sports relations with Cuba.

From a more pragmatic point of view, if 37 years of economic embargo has done 
nothing to politically hurt the government of Fidel Castro, why does America 
insist on an obsolete measure that never will bring about the results of the 
strategy proposed in the early '60s?

I have known Castro since our school days at Havana University from 1947-52 • 
think the Cuban president is willing to negotiate, and the United States 

should call a summit meeting with him to discuss lifting the embargo and more 
democratization of Cuba. A full introduction of the American way of life in
Cuba would in time contribute to the universal desire for a more democratic 
political system in Cuba.
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Fernando J. Fernandez, Berwyn 

Image is everything

The Sun-Times was right (editorial, Dec. 31) to point out the irony of the 
Illinois State Bar Association's lawsuit protesting a new law that moves toward 
restoring public confidence in Illinois' court system by banning gifts between 
lawyers and judges.

The lawsuit claims that the Legislature has violated the separation-of-powers 
doctrine in passing this law to regulate the judiciary. The bar association also 
points out that the Judicial Inquiry Board, the Courts Commission and the 
Judicial Canon of Ethics were created to guard against improper behavior by 
judges and that the Judicial Ethics Commission required by the new law is 
redundant.

Perhaps the Legislature, like the public, doesn't feel assured by the 
existing safeguards. Certainly the track records of these boards and codes 
doesn't inspire confidence. From 1975 to 1997, the Judicial Inquiry Board 
received nearly 4,000 complaints of injudicious conduct. Only 55 complaints were 
passed on to the Courts Commission. Of those, the majority were either dismissed 
or handled with reprimands. Why? The Inquiry Board has an inadequate budget for 
staff and investigations; until recently, the courts commissioners were all 
fellow judges, and investigations and plea bargains are kept confidential.

A more positive direction for the bar association and the legal profession 
would be to strengthen judicial ethics enforcement to erase any appearance of 
undue influence over judges by attorneys.

The public deserves judges who are beyond reproach, and lawyers should be in 
the forefront of creating an effective judicial ethics enforcement system. While 
an independent judiciary is fundamental to our democracy, this lawsuit sends a 
signal that the bar association is not concerned about gift-giving between 
lawyers and judges.

Laura Sullivan,

Citizen Advocacy Center,

Elmhurst

Cynthia Canary,

Illinois Campaign for 

Political Reform 

Ethical redundancy

The Sun-Times has placed itself in the strange position of saying it doesn't 
care whether a new state law -- the Gift Ban Act -- is unconstitutional.

The Illinois State Bar Association fully supports stringent regulation of 
gifts to judges, but we believe it should be achieved in a constitutional 
manner. Our state Constitution mandates an ethics system for judges -- the
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Judicial Inquiry Board and the Illinois Courts Commission. The Constitution also 
requires the Supreme Court to exercise sole responsibility for overseeing the 
court system.

The Gift Ban Act•s creation of an additional ethics commission conflicts with 
the system mandated in the Constitution. The last thing we need is competing 
commissions telling judges what they can and cannot do.

We believe it is important to object when such an unconstitutional act is 
made part of state law. While that position may be unpopular, it defends the 
decision made by the voters in adopting the Constitution and in amending the 
provision on the Courts Commission in the last election.

Timothy L. Bertschy,

president.

Illinois State Bar Association,

Peoria

Get your own limo

I could only shake my head as I lined up behind a sea of freezing commuters 
to cram myself onto an L the Monday morning after the snowstorm -- the chickens 
are surely coming home to roost.

For years. Mayor Daley has been pouring city funds into potted plants, bike 
racks and fat, no-bid contracts for his pals, while city funding for the CTA 
remains at 1963 levels: $ 3 million, the minimum permitted by federal law.

Now, in a week when all Chicagoans -- rich as well as poor -- needed public 
transit, we realized that we'd been badly shortchanged by Daley's lack of 
vision. Maybe if Hizzoner had to stand out in the cold to wait for a bus like 
the rest of us, things would be different.

Joe Winston, Near North Side

City that won't work

True, the cold is intense here. But it also is cold in Milwaukee, New York 
and Boston. Their transit systems seem to be working fine. Their schools aren't 
closed.

When the mayor fired former CTA President Robert Belcaster, he made the 
mistake he's now paying for. Belcaster's fault was having an independent 
outsider's view of how the CTA should be managed. He had no political baggage.

The mayor continues to support people who can't do what needs to be done. So 
congratulations, Bobby Rush. Your paper tiger may have a few teeth after all.

Thaddeus J. Kochanny,

Ingleside
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We'll drink to that

In response to John Doyle, a representative from the American Beverage 
Institute (Letters, Jan. 5), I am upset that your paper continues to print 
outright lies by individuals who work for the liquor industry. Time and again, I 
have read that a 0.08 standard for determining alcohol intoxication for 
motorists will turn responsible social drinkers into criminals.

Doyle said that an individual who consumed two 6-ounce glasses of wine over a 
two-hour period would be considered "drunk." That is false.

When the Legislature was debating the 0.08 issue, state representatives 
tested these assertions by the liquor industry. After sharing a bottle of wine 
with dinner, two representatives were both well under the 0.08 limit. They 
discovered that an individual has to consume approximately an entire bottle of 
wine within an hour to be considered intoxicated.

The truth is, you can go out to dinner, share a bottle of wine and even have 
a port or brandy afterward and still remain within the law.

I am happy that most Illinois legislators were able to resist the money 
thrown to them by the alcohol industry and made 0.08 the standard for this 
state.

Henry T. Sadowski, Addison 

LANGUAGE: English 
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You would think that, just as a matter of chance or accident. Bill Clinton 

would do at least one thing right occasionally. Apparently he can't. His easing 
of trade sanctions against Cuba is a big mistake.

He says that allowing Americans to send more dollars to Cubans won't help 
Fidel Castro, but he's lying. The only place Cubans can spend dollars is in 
government stores. The extra dollars will end up in Castro's bank account.

In order to wade through the muck of propaganda, let's clear up the 
difference between the trade sanctions against Cuba and the trade embargo 
against Iraq. The sanctions in regard to Cuba apply only to Americans and 
American businesses.

Castro is free to trade with every other country in the world. Cuba can 
export or import anything it wishes from any country except the United States. 
Therefore, Cuba's poverty cannot be laid at the feet of Americans.

The sanctions against Iraq, however, are a true embargo. There is a 
military-enforced prohibition against Iraq exporting or importing anything 
without express permission of the United Nations. Therefore, the poverty in Iraq 
is a result of the embargo and, of course, the bombing of Iraq's infrastructure.

In Cuban waters, however, there are no American ships stopping anyone from 
other countries from visiting or investing or doing business with the bearded, 
blowhard dictator. He blames poverty on us, but he's a Clinton-class liar.

The poverty of the Cuban people is deliberately imposed by Castro who, like 
all communists, confiscated both the land and the people's labor. He exploits 
both to fill the communist coffers. As in all communist countries, the top Reds 
live well at the expense of the people.

A few weeks ago a friend of mine made his first visit to Cuba, spending 
nearly two weeks there and driving from one end of the island to the other. He 
said the country is astoundingly beautiful, the land is fertile, and there are 
crops and cattle everywhere.

Yet, he said, the people are bordering on malnutrition, and even the stores 
that take dollars have bare shelves. Obviously, Castro is reserving the island's
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bounty for his cadre and for export to earn money to support his police state.
Enforced poverty is a standard communist technique of control. People living 

on the subsistence level and at the mercy of the Communist Party for even that 
stay too busy just trying to survive to have any energy left for overthrowing 
the government.

Communism truly is a blight on the human race. Communists have more than once 
used enforced starvation as a means of mass murder. Stalin killed nearly 12 
million Ukrainians by forced starvation, and the deposed Communist boss of 
Ethiopia used it against his enemies.

Because of all the communists and leftists in America, Castro's image is 
blurred, but he is a murderous psychopath. Years ago, I had a long conversation 
with Huber Matos, one of the revolution's most successful guerrillas. He finally 
broke with Castro and spent years in prison. He said Castro is very much like 
Adolf Hitler - a megalomaniac and a ruthless psychopath.

More recently, Cuban defectors who held high positions in Castro's government 
have written that he has a pathological hatred of the United States. One even 
wrote that Castro would order a military attack on the United States rather than 
give up power. He said the dictator's ego would prefer destruction by the United 
States than to have to admit that he is a failed leader.

Clinton and Castro both need to go and sooner rather than later.

LANGUAGE: ENGLISH
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One small step

You'll never convince Jesse Helms or the hard-line Cuban exiles in Miami, but 
the fastest way to subvert Fidel Castro is to end the embargo and drench him in 
Levis and Walkmans, Yankees T-shirts and Taco Bells. The aging dictator keeps 
insisting, in his infamous, self-indulgent harangues, that the only choice for 
Cuba is socialism or death. Let a few more dollars into the country, and the 
Cuban people will quickly figure out some better options.

That's certainly what President Clinton has in mind with his proposal to 
allow more U.S. money to flow to families and non-governmental organizations in 
Cuba. The president also intends to allow direct mail service between the two 
countries, more charter flights and the sale of food and agricultural supplies 
to religious groups and independent farmers.

It's a small step, but one that inches the United States closer to a rational 
policy toward Cuba. The embargo was supposed to help topple Castro; 36 years 
after it was imposed, he's as entrenched and annoying as ever. It's time to see 
what a change in tactics might do. There's nothing more fatal to dictatorship, 
after all, than an open contrast of its scarcity, fear, rigidity and dullness 
with the abundance, confidence and choice possible under a free system.

Until Congress relents and relaxes the commercial embargo, though, the Cuban 
people will be denied a while longer the benefits of free trade, more badly 
needed humanitarian aid and the healthy ferment that comes from greater contact 
with the outside world. As a substitute, Clinton is offering two exhibition 
games between the Baltimore Orioles and the Cuban national baseball team.

Given the Orioles' showing last season, it may not be great baseball, but 
it's smart diplomacy. Let the fans in Cuba, where baseball is the national 
passion, contemplate a few free agents in action. They'll get the point, which 
is less about money than about the rewards of liberty and self-determination.
The hard-line anti-Castro lobby won't like playing ball with the Cubans. But in 
any matchup between today's Cuba and a free society, it's Castro who stands to 
be the loser.

Detroit Free Press 

GRAPHIC: Castro mug
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STEVE
CHAPMAN 1
ON CUBA
NOTHING SUCCEEDS LIKE 
FAILURE

January 10, 1999

If your only means of transportation 
were a rusted-out clunker sitting on 
blocks in the garage, you would 
conclude it was time to get a new car. 
Not Bill Clinton. He'd figure that since 
the jalopy is paid for and never costs him 
money for gas or insurance, he's got the 
perfect vehicle. If that reasoning makes 
sense to you, you'll have no trouble 
understanding his latest policy shift on 
Cuba, which turns out to be no shift at 
all.
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For 37 years, the United States has done 
its best to isolate, ostracize and squeeze 
Fidel Castro's regime in the hope of 
bringing it down. The latest indicator of 
its effectiveness came on Jan. 1, when 
Cuba's Communist dictatorship 
celebrated its 40th anniversary. But the 
Clinton administration thinks mere 
failure is no reason to try something 
different.

So when he finally got around to a sober 
re-evaluation of the U.S. embargo on 
Cuba, the president reached the 
conclusion that it's nearly perfect just the 
way it is. He announced only a few token 
changes—proposing to let any American, 
not just relatives, send money to Cubans, 
allow direct mail service between the 
two countries, expand the number of 
charter flights and. for those who wanted 
a really bold stroke, send the Baltimore 
Orioles there to play the Cuban national 
team. (Fine-but only if Castro agrees to 
keep Albert Belle.) The idea of 
appointing a bipartisan commission to

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/columnists/chapman/ 1/12/99
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address American policy, raised by two 
dozen senators and the likes of Henry 
Kissinger, was studiously ignored.

Anti-Castro exiles in Florida, who 
normally can be relied on to emit fire 
from their nostrils and smoke from their 
ears whenever relaxation of the embargo 
is mentioned, did not think this plan was 
worth denouncing. In fact, the 
conservative Cuban American National 
Foundation issued a statement praising 
Clinton.

Asked about claims that it had gotten its 
way with Clinton, the head of the group 
cheerfully acknowledged, "I'd have to 
agree with that." The administration 
apparently is more concerned about 
elevating A1 Gore--a task that depends 
partly on Florida's 25 electoral votes- 
than on bringing down Castro.

Diehard defenders of the status quo say 
that expanding U.S. trade and investment 
would ease the economic crisis in Cuba 
and thus perpetuate Castro's grip on 
power. But listening to these partisans 
tell us how to get rid of Castro is like 
soliciting investment advice from a 
panhandler. If they had the answer, we 
wouldn't still be asking the question.

Once one of the most prosperous 
countries in Latin America. Cuba is now 
among the poorest. Its per capita income 
is less than $1,500 per year-half the 
level in Guatemala and one-fifth the 
level in Mexico. Things were bad when 
Cuba was on the Soviet dole, but they 
have gotten worse since the Russians 
abandoned communism and stopped 
sending money.

Shortages abound, and most goods have 
to be bought in state-owned stores that 
accept only dollars, not pesos. Thanks to 
rampant prostitution-much of it 
employing children-"Cuba is now 
second only to Southeast Asia as a sex 
tourism destination." reports the left­
leaning on-line magazine Salon. Cubans 
aren't allowed lobster or shrimp because 
they're reserved for export, causing one 
cabdriver to grouse to a USA Today 
reporter, "We are on an island, and we

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/columnists/chapman/ 1/12/99
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don't eat fish."

But Castro, like Saddam Hussein, has an 
ever-ready excuse for every economic 
problem: the U.S. embargo. 
Washington's implacable pressure lets 
him escape much of the blame for the 
wretched poverty of his workers' 
paradise. It also gives him a stature he 
otherwise wouldn't have: He must be 
very important to deserve such 
imperishable hostility. As with Saddam, 
merely surviving lets Castro stand as a 
defiant symbol of opposition to the 
Yankee imperialists. Without our 
persistent efforts to inflate his 
importance, he would be just another 
Third World tyrant.

Page i 01H

Breaking down the existing barriers 
between the U.S. and Cuba would mean 
more Americans traveling and doing 
business in Cuba, exposing ordinary 
Cubans to ever-increasing contact with 
unapproved ideas and ways of doing 
things. It might also spur economic 
growth, which almost infallibly serves to 
stimulate demands for democracy and 
personal freedom.

So why does Castro favor Junking it? He 
thinks a lifting of the embargo would be 
to his advantage-but then, Daniel Ortega 
thought his Sandinista regime would 
easily win a free election in Nicaragua in 
1990.

Dictators don't gain from measures that 
expand the number of things that are 
outside their control. If we had the nerve 
to lift the embargo, Castro would soon 
discover that it was the best friend he 
ever had.
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HEADLINE: IT'S TIME U.S. LET BYGONES BE BYGONES WITH CUBA

BYLINE: Charles Roos 

BODY:
It's hard to tell these days just how and when Bill Clinton will take his 

leave of the presidency, but there's one loose end he ought to tie up, both in 
the national interest and as a matter of simple justice.

Cuba.

The United States has been damning Fidel Castro for 40 years and has enforced 
an economic embargo on Cuba since 1962, and what has it got us?

It has got us the scorn of most of the rest of the world, the disgust of 
many Americans and the creation in South Florida of an arrogant Cuban-American 
political force, a force so haughty and overbearing that it dictates foreign 
policy.

Ten days ago the president took a hesitant step toward common sense by 
easing restrictions on mail service, direct charter flights, purchases of food 
and medicine and the transfer of private funds to Cubans.

But that step was both small and tardy. Some of the same things were being 
considered three years ago, but were shelved after Castro's air force shot down 
two civilian aircraft flown into Cuban air space by Cuban-Americans - private 
citizens reportedly testing Castro's will to respond.

Well, he did, as he had a right to.

And after that, Clinton signed legislation tightening the embargo and trade 
restrictions. The U.S.-Cuba lobby cheered.

So what more could Clinton have done than he did this month? Well, for one 
thing, as Republican Sen. John Warner of Virginia has proposed, he could have 
set up a national commission to review our whole Cuban policy.

points out that the United States allows food and medicine to reach 
North Korea, a former (and still potential) enemy, while keeping restrictions on 
Cuba.
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As columnist Mike Royko observed during the 1995-96 troubles with Castro,
''We had history's most terrible war with Germany, Japan and - to a much lesser 
extent - with laid-back Italy. Now we're all pals. We had another terrible war 
with Vietnam. Now we're shaking hands, making up and doing business with Vietnam

'We've been shaking hands and making up with all kinds of former enemies 
all over the world, which is good, because doing business sure beats counting 
body bags. But who do we still treat like our most dreaded enemy? A puny island 
with a tired government and a feeble economy that isn't a threat to us or 
else. ' '

anyone

Exactly.

Sure, we all know that Castro, long ago, invited the Soviet Union to come in 
and build missile bases that did, directly, threaten U.S. security. But that's 
history, like our troubles with Germany, Japan and Vietnam.

The Soviet Union has gone bust, ideologically, militarily and financially. 
Years ago it abandoned Castro to what he was bound to become, a feeble, worn-out 
ruler of a bankrupt island.

So let Bill Clinton truly act presidential. Let him simply declare peace 
with Cuba. Then, working with Congress, let him do everything he can, with 
whatever time he has left, to do justice to the Cuban people. They've suffered 
in isolation too long.

He doesn't have to hug Castro or invite him to the White House. He can treat 
him like a zany, shirttail cousin who maybe ought to be in a nursing home but is 
allowed to run loose (for whatever time he has left) because the Cuban people - 
his family - love him.

What would Bill Clinton risk by doing this? Well, votes, if he were thinking 
of running for anything, but I'd say that's unrealistic, wouldn't you?

Truth is, the anti-Castro Cuban-American bloc in the United States isn't 
likely to vote for any Democrat for anything anyway. It's still married 
politically to Richard Nixon, Ronald Reagan and conservative Republicanism, and 
it doesn't believe in divorce.

QUOTE: May Cuba, with all its magnificent potential, open itself up to the 
world, and may the world open itself up to Cuba so that this people, which is 
working to make progress and which longs for concord and peace, may look to the 
future with hope.

- Pope John Paul II, Havana, January 1998.
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HEADLINE: Now may be the time to lift embargo and call Castro's bluff 

BODY:
For decades, Fidel Castro has said, "If the United States would only lift the 

'blockade' (his word), then Cuba would be free to solve its social and economic 
problems."

In reality, Castro fears that some U.S. president will call his bluff.

Bill Clinton has made it clear that he won't be that president.

This week, Clinton lightened, but didn't lift, some of the restrictions 
imposed on Cuba --in one way or another -- ever since shortly after Castro took 
power 40 years ago.

The embargo has been a double-edged sword for Castro. Yes, it's made life 
difficult for rank-and-file Cubans. But whenever his Marxist-inspired policies 
failed, he's always had Washington to blame.

Last year, when the pope gave Castro a desperately sought injection of 
international credibility, your reporter went to Havana. The decay of this proud 
city is truly heartbreaking.

Havana's architecture is one of North America's treasures. But it's crumbling 
into ruin, a sad monument to Castro's reign.

For the pope's visit, Castro gave the city a fresh coat of paint, but not 
nearly enough to cover the depressing reality of what Havana has become. And in 
the countryside, the struggle to survive is even tougher.

Agriculture has always been the main business of the island. Today, it's a 
mess.

Even when the Soviets underwrote his communist experiment, Castro neglected 
to shore up Cuba's economic infrastructure. Today, farming and industrial 
equipment are Soviet relics -- at best -- held together with baling wire and 
prayers like the 1950s cars that stagger along Havana's streets.

So when crops are bad (as they have been in recent years), neither hard work 
nor hardware can help the Cuban people.

Some semblance of a reasonable argument can be made that Castroism once 
helped Cuba's poor in some ways. Literacy improved. So did the most basic health
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care.

But there is no reasonable argument that his system has helped economically. 
One enduring mystery is why someone as smart as Castro, and he is -- as anyone 
who has been around him knows -- very intelligent, has so bullheadedly, yea, 
stupidly, clung to Marxist-Leninist economic dogma.

Long after even Mother Russia and Mao's China jettisoned the old mumbo jumbo, 
Castro remains a true believer.

He even claims that, without the embargo, Cuba would be overrun with foreign 
capital -- as if communism naturally inspired investor confidence.

Castro used to point proudly to Cuba's break with economic practices he 
considered corrupt and exploitative: gambling, prostitution, tourism. Now all of 
these are back.

A Cuban now can make vastly more money as a hotel chambermaid than as a 
doctor. Prostitutes of every persuasion swarm around tourists. The black market 
is thriving.

Castro continues to blame the United States for his failures. Even his own 
repressive measures, he claims, are a response to the embargo: If his communist 
experiment were allowed to proceed "without interference," then he could 
recognize freedom of speech, press and assembly.

So he claimed in an interview with your reporter a few years ago while 
teenage student journalists stood by with wistful smiles. I could ask Castro 
tough questions; they could not.

Now politicians and diplomats are urging Clinton to reconsider, perhaps even 
lift, the embargo. Some even proposed a bipartisan commission, which could have 
deflected or diffused any backlash from anti-Castro Cuban-Americans in Florida 
and New Jersey.

But those states are vital to presidential politics, and Clinton, like 
President Bush before him, has so far declined the opportunity to make any major 
change in American policy toward Cuba.

Could rethinking the embargo actually force Castro's hand? Would he be able 
to sustain his dictatorship without Uncle Sam as a boogeyman?

We may never know.

King Features Syndicate 
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HEADLINE: CAN CASTRO SAY NO 

BYLINE: THE MIAMI HERALD 

BODY:
We have supported the ban on U.S. business dealings with or in Cuba. The 

idea, of course, is to prevent needless enrichment of Cuba's totalitarian 
government. But we just as vigorously support the so-called Track II of the 1992 
Cuban Democracy Act. While Track I choked off trade. Track II attempts to 
promote civil society by allowing private groups to provide humanitarian aid to 
people in Cuba and by encouraging cultural and academic exchanges. ... Of course 
the measures' impact will depend on the Cuban government's willingness to agree 
But Castro might be hard pressed to tell his people that they cannot enjoy money 
from U.S. relatives, or a good pro-baseball game. (Scripps Howard News)
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HEADLINE: IT DOESN'T GO FAR ENOUGH

BYLINE: By JUAN FORERO

BODY:
With the end of the Cold War, Cuba no longer serves as a base for potential 

Russian military operations against the United States. American business leaders 
have become increasingly interested in the profit potential of Cuba as it moves 
toward the post-Castro era. Conservatives have taken up the plea made by Pope 
John Paul II to ease the American economic embargo for humanitarian reasons. 
Finally, generational changes in the Cuban-American community have increased the 
influence of those interested in easing the privations of ordinary Cubans.

The pity is that the Clinton administration has been hesitant about seizing 
this opportunity. America should be doing all it can to break down the cultural 
and intellectual isolation of Cuban society through increased tourism, business 
and cultural and sports contacts. It should be defending human rights by 
strengthening its diplomatic presence in Havana. Clinton must go beyond useful 
tinkering with an outdated policy.
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BODY:
Washington's cautious easing of restrictions on Cuba represents welcome 

incremental progress. This week's announcement falls well short of a dramatic 
move that could nudge Cuba toward democracy and lead to more normal relations, 
but it has the virtue of being politically realistic.

The new U.S. policy - easing the flow of money into Cuba and of people both 
ways - will reduce the isolation of the Communist country. Out-and-out tourism, 
Cuba's biggest moneymaker, is excluded. But people-to-people exchanges will be 
allowed in the arts, sciences, religion, education and sports.

The White House rejected a bolder recommendation from four former secretaries 
of State to create a bipartisan commission to review U.S.-Cuba policy. That 
commission - endorsed by Henry Kissinger, George Shultz, William P. Rogers and 
Lawrence Eagleburger - could have set the stage for ending the punishing trade 
embargo in place since 1960, when Cuba, then a Soviet satellite, represented a 
real security threat to the United States.
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HEADLINE: WHAT ARE THEY THINKING?

BYLINE: THE ATLANTA CONSTITUTION 

BODY :
Clinton declined to create a bipartisan panel to review U.S. policy on 

Cuba.

His timidity on the point is inexplicable. He had ample political cover to 
set a bolder course. Former secretaries of state from Republican administrations 
had urged him to initiate the review, as had more than a dozen GOP senators, 
many of them of the extra-conservative persuasion.

So why cling to a failed policy? To placate Castrophobes in south Florida and 
their mossback champions in Congress?

For 40 years this crowd has concentrated solely on Castro's downfall; never 
mind the bitter consequences of isolation and embargo on the Cuban people.

What can they be thinking? The way to hasten the end of Cuba's long night is 
not to extend the darkness but to open up the country to trade and visitors and 
ideas. The only thing to thrive in Cuba after 40 years of U.S. enmity is 
Castro's tyranny. Isn't it time Washington tried a different tack? GEORGIE ANNE 
GEYER SAYS:
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HEADLINE: ISOLATION SUITS HIM 

BYLINE: By GEORGE ANNE GEYER 

BODY:
Early reports from Havana say the canny Cuban dictator's response is "cool." 

And you can bet your booties that it is!

If character is destiny, and it is, he will soon be doing exactly what he has 
done repeatedly in the past. In 1995, when a similar policy change was in the 
works, for instance, he shot down the two unarmed planes of the Cuban exile 
group "Brothers to the Rescue," thus guaranteeing that there would be no 
changes. The still-undeniable fact is that Fidel Castro does not want any 
American "opening" that would give Americans any real power or influence in 
Cuba and thus erode his absolute power.

Castro does not really care about the U.S. embargo, for it suits his real 
purpose, which is the isolation of Cuba.

LANGUAGE: ENGLISH

COLUMN: THE FRONT BURNER

LOAD-DATE: January 10, 1999



(D cafio ®rib n
Fridav. January 8. 1999

Jim Hoagland

Clinton takes 

timid step 

toward Cuba
V V •V- ASfflNGTON—In his final days Fidel 
% % / Castro endures an appropriate fate: 

m l\ I revolutionary who once
W W consciously sought to drag two 
▼ T superpowers into nuclear 

confrontation has become a geopolitical bone. His 
only importance comes from the energy others put 
into scrappmg over and gnawing at him.

When Secretary of State Madeleine Albright 
staged a pre-emptive strike against a full review of 
America's obsolete amd self-defeating Cuba policy 
this week, her real target was not Castro The 
small opening offered as a substitute for a policy 
review and dramatic change will have margmal or 
no impact on the entrenched status of the world's 
last historical communist dictator.

Don’t misunderstand. Albright’s changes are 
certainly better than a slap in the face with a wet 
fish. They are in fact the kind of steps that a bold, 
innovative president would have taken on Day 1 of 
Term 2 as a commitment to bringing full change in 
U.S.-Cuban relations and an end to embargo wlthm 
his presidency.Clmton’s mmd and boldness were elsewhere. 
Cuba could wait. Two years after his second 
inauguration, and almost a full year after the mind 
openmg visit of Pope John Paul II to Cuba. Clinton 
abruptly announced on Jan. 5 that he would accept 
Albright’s recommendation for an easing of 
restrictions on the flow of mail, money and 
travelers to the Caribbean island.

This quarter-loaf feU out of the oven between 
two more ambitious and worthy efforts to question 
the U.S. embargo on Cuba. Clinton’s plan was 
clearly influenced, if not triggered, by them 

Also figurmg in the timing mix is a tentatively 
scheduled trip to and speeches in Florida by 
Albright. Such is the importance of appearance, 
and of the short run. in policy-making m the 
administration of the ninth American president 
Castro has bedeviled.

Clinton and Albright seem unwillmg to accept the Sitical costs for A1 Gore in Florida and New 
Jersey of understanding that Castro toda% is weak 
enoui to be negotiated out the door PO^er.
Castro is a relic of another era and another battle.

In the 1962 missile crisis, he brought the United 
States and the Soviet Union to the edge of nuclear 
war and actually pushed Moscow to respond with 
atomic rockets to the U.S. landmg on Cuba he 
thought imminent. Today he is an anachronism m 
what has become the decade-long Aftermath of the

The full-loaf effort led by Sen. John Warner (R- 
Va.) and other conservatives to have Congress ana 
the White House empower a national commission 
to review and revise U.S. policy toward Cuba is the 
riRht idea at the right time.Warner has made no secret of his view that the 
commission would be looking at drastically 
revising or ending the 37-year U.S. trade ernbargo.
He has eloquently described the costs to U.S. 
foreign policv of a mindlessly enforced etnbargo 
that serves little purpose. It merely gives Castro an 
external excuse for the glarmg faUures of his 
regime and uitensifies friction between 
Washington and its most important aUies. _

“We allow food and medicine to get into North 
Korea We allow food and medicine to get into 
Iraq And we still deny this tiny country basic 
things.” Warner said of Cuba, correctly callmg 
Clinton s decision to pre-empt the commission a
"’■MmmSSrornci.ls say .hey do,J,. .ha, ,he 
Warner approach would prevail in the Senate and 
bring the changes in the Helms-Burton law and 
other legislation needed to end the embargo. We 
did not want to use up political capital in nammg
a commission that would probably not be
effective. ” said one State Department official. ’We 
felt It was more realistic to split the difference. We 
felt It was not a time to go through a major self- 
examination on this.”

But the administration did even less than the 
half-loaf approach urged on it by a Council on 
Foreign Relations report released this week. The 
report stresses the importance of opening Cuba to 
U.S market forces. They also hold out the 
possibility of mUitary-to-military contacts and U.S.- 
Cuban cooperation in the war on drugs.

The real message that comes from Clinton s tmy 
steps IS that he is still not prepared to exercise 
leadership on Cuba as both he and Castro fade into 
the sunset.

Wasn.ngton Pcs, Wnlars G'oup
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CUBA CONTACT: Proposal 

is small step toward more 

effective policy
January 8. 1999

You'll never convince Jesse Helms or the hard­
line Cuban exiles in Miami, but the fastest way 
to subvert Fidel Castro is to end the embargo 
and drench him in Levis and Walkmans, 
Yankees T-shirts and Taco Bells. The aging 
dictator keeps insisting, in his infamous, self- 
indulgent harangues, that the only choice for 
Cuba is socialism or death. Let a few more 
dollars into the country, and the Cuban people 
will quickly figure out some better options.

That's certainly what President Bill Clinton has 
in mind with his proposal to allow more U.S. 
money to flow to families and non­
governmental organizations in Cuba. The 
president also intends to allow direct mail 
service between the two countries, more charter 
flights and the sale of food and agricultural 
supplies to religious groups and independent 
farmers.

It's a small step, but one that inches the United 
States closer to a rational policy toward Cuba. 
The embargo was supposed to help topple 
Castro; 36 years after it was imposed, he's as 
entrenched and annoying as ever. It's time to 
see what a change in tactics might do. There's 
nothing more fatal to dictatorship, after all, 
than an open contrast of its scarcity, fear, 
rigidity and dullness with the abundance, 
confidence and choice possible under a free 
system.

Until Congress relents and relaxes the 
commercial embargo, though, the Cuban 
people will be denied a while longer the 
benefits of free trade, more badly needed 
humanitarian aid and the healthy ferment that 
comes from greater contact with the outside

http://wvm.freep.com/voices/editorials/qecuba8.htm 1/12/99
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world. As a substitute, Clinton is offering two 
exhibition games between the Baltimore 
Orioles and the Cuban national baseball team.

Given the Orioles' showing last season, it may 
not be great baseball, but it's smart diplomacy. 
Let the fans in Cuba, where baseball is the 
national passion, contemplate a few free agents 
in action. They'll get the point, which is less 
about money than about the rewards of liberty 
and self-determination. The hard-line anti- 
Castro lobby won't like playing ball with the 
Cubans. But in any matchup between today's 
Cuba and a free society, it's Castro who stands 
to be the loser.
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HEADLINE: Clinton's half-steps toward Cuba

BYLINE: Susanna Rodell, Correspondent 

BODY:
ROUGEMONT -- Forget Monica. Forget sex, lies and audiotape. Let's talk about 

Cuba.

It bothers me that the president couldn't keep his pants on and lied to us 
all about it; but it bothers me a whole lot more that he's a coward when it 
comes to certain obvious, rational, humanitarian policy decisions he could make 
- if only he had a bit of political courage.

Take Cuba. As an old Latin America hand said to me the other day, only if 
you're the biggest, strongest country in the world can you afford a 40-year 
mistake. That mistake is our Cuba policy. It's an abject failure, any way you 
look at it.

We have not succeeded in isolating Cuba, except from ourselves. The rest of 
the world is flocking into Havana, eager to do business.

We have not succeeded in turning the Cuban people against Fidel Castro. True, 
he's a dictator, but he's done a lot better by the Cuban people than his 
predecessor, Fulgencio Batista, whom the United States supported. During Fidel's 
reign Cuba's literacy rate has soared and health care has been extended into 
regions where people went for generations without seeing a doctor. True, the 
people are still poor, but it's always been a poor country for most of its 
citizens and Castro has succeeded in blaming our embargo for most of Cuba's 
ills. Despite our best efforts, most Cubans still love Fidel.

The folks who lost out were the rich, the ones who ended up in Miami and 
formed themselves into one of the most effective single-issue lobby groups in 
the history of American politics.

Headed by the recently deceased Jorge Mas Canosa, members of the 
Cuban-American National Foundation contributed millions to various 
congresspersons, among them the senior senator from this state. Mas Canosa 
succeeded in presenting the Cuban-American community as a monolith, rabidly 
anti-Castro to the point where any move to thaw our relations with Castro has 
been seen by generations of American leaders - Bill Clinton included - as 
political suicide.

Florida is a populous state. Cuban-Americans vote in presidential elections
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and Mas Canosa's coffers were deep.

In fact, a new generation of Cuban-Americans is not so fanatically opposed to 
softening relations with Havana. Some even favor it.

Even so, we've ended up in the ludicrous position of having warmer relations 
with China, a much more ruthless and dangerous dictatorship, than we do with 
Cuba -

Consider the Helms-Burton Act, signed into law in 1996. As the name suggests, 
it was co-authored by the aforementioned senior senator and it imposes onerous 
restrictions on other countries doing business with Cuba, to the point where it 
has soured our relations with some of our staunchest allies. It calls for trade 
sanctions against any country doing business with Cuba. Problem is, everybody is 
doing business with Cuba. Canada is, the entire European Union is, Mexico is.
The act functionally turns our best friends into trade enemies.

The practice of punishing countries for their trade relations with other 
countries is called a secondary boycott, and it's contrary to international law. 
But hey, we've just got this thing about Cuba, OK? Don't make us mad, says 
Helms-Burton.

Now Clinton was doing OK with this for a while. He steadfastly refused to 
sign the bill into law, until in 1996 a couple of ill-advised adventurers 
decided to fly their airplanes close to Cuban air space and got themselves shot 
down. Outrage! How could our brave president show he was not intimidated by this 
flagrant defense of Cuban national sovereignty? Why, he could sign Helms-Burton! 
Which he did.

Since then, Clinton has prevented some of the act's more odious provisions 
from being carried out by signing six-month waivers - a sure sign that it's a 
bad law in the first place.

This week, our president was offered the perfect escape. A bipartisan group 
of senior statesmen, including former Secretary of State Henry Kissinger, 
suggested creating a bipartisan commission to review our Cuba policy. But even 
this relatively safe course was too dangerous. Clinton was taking no chances on 
messing things up for A1 Gore in 2000.

Instead he'll take a couple of relatively modest steps, allowing direct mail 
service to Havana and letting people send more money to their relatives in 
Cuba. And we may just see, finally, the kind of contact that humanized the 
Chinese in the '70s: sports diplomacy (ping-pong then, baseball now).

In fact, it's an astute move. Sending the Baltimore Orioles to Havana is a 
move that even rabid Castro-hater Sen. Robert Torricelli doesn't object to, and 
it could just create a surge of interest and affection for the tiny country that 
continues to produce some of the world's best ballplayers.

And there's a chance, we're told, that the Cubans could also play here.

A modest suggestion: If that comes to pass. Bill, do something really 
courageous. Let Fidel throw out the first ball.
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Snu^Jing up to Fidel
C 4 O ocialism or death” used to be the battle cry 

of Fidel Castro’s revolution. Now, under pol- 
kJ icy changes adopted by the Clinton adminis­

tration, more Cubans will reap the spoils of capitalism. 
Already strict observance of communist dogmas have 
been eroded on the island by a thriving black market, 
a nascent private sector, rampant prostitution that 
caters to pleasure-seeking tourists and the dollars those 
freewheeling tourists bring to the country. These 
changes have been brought upon by the breakdown 
of a flawed system, rather than any purposeful move 
towards free-market reforms by the government

None of these factors can counteract the crippling 
stranglehold of communism, however Cuba’s econom­
ic performance has dropped 38 percent in the last five 
years and the discontinuation of Soviet aid after 1989 
was devastating to the country’s inefficient economy.

The changes in pohcy the Clinton administration 
has instituted can be broken down into two areas: 
allowing Cubans greater access to material goods and 
cash, on one hand, and greater access to U.S. culture 
and ideas, on the other. The former may prove prob­
lematic in some cases and inconsequenti^ in others. 
Independent restaurateurs and farmers in Cuba will 
be allowed to purchase U.S. food and farming equip­
ment, the Cuban government willmg. According to 
some Cuba experts, however, the degree of autonomy 
these budding entrepreneurs are able to maintain 
from the government is limited, and the regime might 
find a w^ to benefit from the sales.

American organizations will now also be able to 
send sigi^cant cash contributions to non-govern­
ment entities, but there are few such groups on the 
island. In addition, the administration has decided 
to allow any U.S. citizen to send up to $1,200 a year 
to anyone in Cuba, except senior Communist offi­
cials, while before only citizens with Cuban relatives 
could send cash. Some analysts estimate, however, 
that money sent to Cuba from the U.S. far exceed­
ed the legal limit. At any rate, the legalization of 
greater remittances will facihtate the sending of

Motherhood and Marines

money and may prove to serve U.S. interests since 
they send home the message, in material form, that 
free economies generate prosperity and could help 
wet appetites for politick and economic opening.

The administration has also facilitated direct and 
indirect contact between Cubans and US. residents by 
aUowii^ an increase in direct flights between the two 
countries, restoring mail service and allowing cultur­
al and athletic exchanges, such as baseball games. Ihis 
will prove to be a fortunate development Any influx 
of US. ideas to the island could only prove positive.

US. voters need be wary, however, of the Clinton 
administration’s unspoken position towards Cuba. A 
commission to review US. policy, proposed by Sen. 
John Warner, was dubbed the Gore commission by 
Rep. Deana Ros-Lehtinen and Rep. Lincoln Diaz- 
Balart because of their perception of the Vice Presi­
dent^ support for such a study. The administration has 
decided to reject the commission, but this was, accord­
ing to some insiders, Clintonian political maneuver­
ing in anticipation of elections in the year 2000.

Clinton & Co. have repeatedly waved the Helms- 
Burton law of 1996 and had a faint-hearted response 
to the shooting down of an unarmed civilian aircraft 
by the Cuban Air Fbrce that same year. In the case 
Albert Gore were to become the U.S.’s next head of 
state, voters should anticipate future waiving of 
Helms-Burton legislation and an attempt to discon­
tinue the U.S. trade embargo.

A weakening of the embar^ would undermine the 
US.’s national interests. It is imperative that the US. 
keep a firm stand on these policies. Normalization of 
relations with Cuba is no magic formula. A large part 
of the rest of the world has already done so, and Cas­
tro is still Castro. The expropriation of U.S. assets is 
outright thievery and any country that does so must 
suffer consequences. The pressure on Cuba serves 
not only to weaken the regime, but is a standing tes­
tament to the consequences of Castro-style policies. 
The suffering of the Cuban people will end only after 
Castro is out.
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Cuba policy needs bolder changes
After decades in a deep-freeze, any uptick in the 

warmth of U.S.-Cuba relations must be counted as 
good news. And so it is with the Clinton administra­
tion’s announcement Tuesday that it intends to 
loosen, if only a little, certain aspects of the American 
economic embargo on the island.

Still, the timidity of the measures—in apparent 
deference yet again to Miami's hysterically anti-Cas­
tro lobby—is a serious disappointment to those who 
hoped the president would launch a far more dra­
matic overhaul of our bankrupt policies toward Cuba.

Recently the administration has been offered sev­
eral political covers for such an overhaul. A biparti­
san commission, including such Republican heavy­
weights as former Secretary of State Henry A. 
Kissinger, has volunteered to study this nation’s Cuba 
policy and offer alternatives. The prestigious Council 
on Foreign Relations presented its own plate of policy 
options, well short of abrogating the constrictive 
Helms-Burton Act.

Before that a bipartisan Congressional group had 
proposed a partial lifting of the embargo, while the 
U.S. Chamber of Commerce—hardly a coven of Castro 
sympathizers—urged the administration to make a 
move to lift some trade restrictions.

Moreover, Clinton’s lame-duck status—and his 
search for a legacy amid all the scandals—also would 
have suggested bolder moves were in the works.

But for now, the biggest changes will be to allow 
United States citizens to send money to Cuba, to 
increase the number of direct flights to the island and 
to allow direct mail service, along with freer artistic 
and academic exchanges. Independent Cuban farmers 
and restaurant owners—an infinitesimal group—will 
be allowed to buy fertilizer and other goods directly 
from the U.S.

Administration officials argue that any opening 
between the two coimtries will undermine the grip of 
the Castro regime. In fact, hundreds of millions of 
legal and illegal dollars already flow to Cuba yearly 
from the U.S. This particular policy change is so 
limited that it’s unlikely to accelerate any democratic 
transition in Cuba.

A bolder policy shift, even without completely lift­
ing trade sanctions, would have deprived Castro of 
his most potent propaganda weapon—his litany of 
complaints about U.S. aggression—and forced him to 
confront his own people’s most urgent question: After 
40 years of revolution, why are things in our country 
still so miserable?
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When Fidel Castro Goes
I ^ OST-COLD WAR American policy on 

Cuba has been hung up in a stalemate 
A between those favoring the 37-year em­
bargo and those believing it obsolete and 
inhumane. Sen. John Warner proposed a 
rescue in the form of a national bipartisan 
policy-review commission; he delivered the 
moderate Republicans. But the administra­
tion, cautious to a fault, cut its own deal. To 
accommodate hard-line opinion in Miami and 
the Senate, it backed ai^ay from the policy-re­
view commission. For the rest, it now propos­
es to modestly extend modest earlier steps to 
widen humanitarian, economic and cultural 
contacts with the Cuban people and while 
continuing to deny relief to the communist 
government.

Th^ steps go not far but in the sensible 
direction taken by a more ambitious new 
report from the Council on Foreign Relations. 
Led by former Democratic and Republican 
Utiniwlicy hands Bernard Aronson and WD- 
liam D. Rogers, this report addresses the same 
stalemate that stirred Sen. Warner.

The premise of all but the hardest-liners is 
that the Cold War is over and that the part of 
American policy calling for containment of 
Cuba worked and needs to be replaced by

engagement The United States no longer 
harbors aggressive intentions toward Cuba 
and, in Washington’s eyes, Cuba no longer 
poses a strategic or political threat

But that leaves unresolved whether Fidel 
Castro can be compelled to yield power in 
exchange for the lifting of the embargo—un­
likely, or whether the prior lifting will itself 
loosen his grip—likelier but hardly a sure 
thing. The administration’s own tactic, one 
supported by the Council on Foreign Relations 
report is to finesse the embargo issue in favor 
of a more realistic step-by-step opening.

The council draws attention to the models 
of de-communization provided by Soviet col­
lapse. One lesson is that the bottom-up dvil 
society built by citizens promises the smooth­
est transition from top-down communist rule. 
A second is to make a place for former 
(non-cnminal) officials prepared to turn from 
communist allegiance to cooperation with 
democrats. But of all the questions pending 
about Cuba and America in the 21st century, 
the sharpest goes to the future connection 
between Cubans who stayed on under commu­
nism and those who fled and may wish to 
return when Fidel Castro, 73, goes.
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Forty years ago on New Year's Day, Fidel Castro's band of 800 guerrillas 

overthrew the corrupt government of Fulgencio Batista and turned Cuba into the 
first communist state in the Western Hemisphere.

Dwight D. Eisenhower was president of the United States in 1959 and 
Castro's coup surely was as shocking to American policy-makers as it was to 
Batista's poorly led armed forces.

In the four decades since that fateful Jan. i, eight more American presidents 
have sought to dislodge Castro with policies ranging from armed intervention by 
exiles (the ill-fated Bay of Pigs operation in 1961) to economic sanctions, 
international isolation and unremitting hostility. Yet the 72-year-old dictator 
still rules his impoverished police state only 90 miles from Key West, to the 
endless frustration of South Florida's Cuban-American community.

Despite abundant evidence that the United States' long-term Cuba policy has 
been not only ineffective but counter-productive, imposing severe hardship on 
average Cubans while strengthening Castro's control, the fiction persists that 
Castro will topple if only the U.S. keeps turning the economic screws.

Bill Clinton, the latest president to buy into this fantasy, took a welcome 
but incomplete step toward a more enlightened engagement with Cuba Monday when 
he announced plans to increase people-to-people contacts, allow more cash 
transfers from American citizens to needy Cubans and private sales of food to 
non-governmental agencies.

Clinton stopped short of creating a bipartisan commission to review 
Washington's failed Cuba policy, as he should have done, but the changes he did 
propose should help individual Cubans and small businessmen in their efforts to 
move toward a market economy and promote democratic reforms.

Direct mail service, the resumption of direct charter flights to Havana and 
authorization of cash transfers up to $ 1,200 a year from any American to any 
Cuban, not :ust to relatives, make up the Clinton plan. The rationale is that as 
more Cubans hold dollars, they will become less dependent for survival on 
Castro's regime.

Cuban cooperation with the U.S. initiatives is uncertain, but a test of 
Havana's receptivity should come soon when a delegation from baseball's 
Baltimore Orioles, who conduct spring training in Fort Lauderdale, will propose
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a series of exhibition games against Cuban teams in March, with gate receipts 
earmarked for independent charities.

One of Clinton's predecessors, Richard Nixon, used "ping-pong diplomacy" to 
prepare Americans for his historic diplomatic overture to China in the 1970s. If 
baseball diplomacy" can help Clinton open a promising new era of pragmatic 

engagement with Cuba, it is long past time to start the ball rolling.

GRAPHIC: PHOTO, AP file photo; Cuban revolutionary leader Fidel Castro speaks to 
supporters on Jan. 8, 1959 at the Batista military base "Columbia," now known as 
Ciudad Libertad.
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Overcautious on Cuba
The time is right for bold changes in U.S. policy 
toward the island nation, but the president takes 
only a few small steps.

© St. Petersburg Times, published January 7, 1999

^resident Clinton is often lauded for his sense of timing, but he 
ust missed a good opportunity to repair U.S. policy toward 
2uba. Last year's papal visit to Cuba and the death of hard-line 
exile leader Jorge Mas Canosa gave the president the opportunity 
to draw America's 37-year embargo of Cuba to a close. Instead, 
the administration unveiled a set of initiatives Tuesday that failed 
to capitalize on the momentum toward normalizing relations.

The White House announced steps to expand mail service and 
charter air flights between the United States and Cuba. It also 
eased restrictions on U.S. food sales to Cuba and expanded the 
'aws allowing Americans to send donated cash. If all goes well, 
he Baltimore Orioles will soon play exhibition games against ’ 
"uba's national team.

he measures are designed to build bridges to the Cuban people 
while embarrassing their government, and they are welcome as 
ar as they go. But they fall short of a comprehensive policy 

change that could foster a broader climate for democratic reform 
within Cuba.

Nothing wrong with a ballgame or two. Given the vitriol between 
Cuban and American leaders over the years, it is worthwhile for 
ordinary people from both countries to expand their contacts. But 
such exchanges already take place in other settings, from family 
reunions to private aid missions and academic conferences. The 
initiatives announced this week are a cautious step forward at a 
time when conditions are ripe for a dramatic break with the past.

he president rejected a proposal by former diplomats and 
moderate members of Congress for a full-scale review of U.S. 
olicy toward Cuba. U.S. Sen. John Warner, R-Va., called for the 
jpointment of a national commission that would conduct the 
rst comprehensive review of sanctions against Cuba in decades, 
owever, some cold warriors and extremists within the Cuban 

xile community oppose any such process.

Varner's idea, which is long overdue, is endorsed by some of the 
arliest architects of Cuba's containment because it provides the

http://www.sptimes.eom/News/l0799/Commentary/Overcautious on Cuba.html
1/7/99
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framework for ensuring America's long-term interests in the 
region. Appointing the commission would increase the pressure 
on Fidel Castro to grant a new degree of political cuid economic 
freedom to Cuban citizens. It also would send the signal to 
ordinary Cubans that Washington views the Castro dictatorship 
as a temporary impediment to normal relations.

Typically, the president instead chose an incremental approach. 
Depending on how Castro responds to the Clinton overture, it 
may lead to a broader relaxation of relations in the future. 
However, the White House missed another opportunity to make a 
dramatic gesture that could have hastened the end of Castro's 
stranglehold on Cuban society.
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U.S.-CUBAN RELATIONS

Call it baseball diplomacy. Just as ping-pong prepared the way for more open 
U.S.-Chinese relations, a passion for baseball may help thaw U.S.-Cuban 
relations, still an icy relic of the Cold War. The Baltimore Orioles are hoping 
to play charity exhibition games with the Cuban national team, one in Havana and 
another in this country.

The baseball games are just the glitziest changes announced by President Bill 
Clinton on Tuesday. They also include the more quotidien: easing athletic, 
cultural and academic exchanges; establishing direct mail service,- allowing more 
Americans to send money to individual Cuban families,- authorizing the sale of 
food and other agricultural products to non-governmental organizations, such as 
churches and charities. Taken toge ther, they are meant to "help the Cuban 
people without strengthening the Cuban government," said Mr. Clinton.

I be sure, the president's announcement is welcome and long overdue. But 
this opening falls far short of what the president could have done and should 
have done. A report from the Council on Foreign Relations, which has found favor 
among some conservatives, urged Mr. Clinton to take more dramatic steps, like 
approving certain companies to do business in Cuba. The president declined to do
SO .

Mr. Clinton also rejected the idea of Sen. John Warner, a Republican from 
Virginia, for a bipartisan commission to review U.S. policy toward Cuba. 
Presumably, a commission would give Mr. Clinton the political cover to end the 
embargo. "It's a lost opportunity for America to review a policy of basic 
isolationism," said Mr. Warner.

The world has changed since the embargo was first imposed, but the core of
U.S. policy, shaped largely by the early waves of Cuban exiles, remains frozen 
in time and enmity.

The embargo was originally supposed to be a tool for getting rid of Fidel 
Castro. It hasn|t worked. In and of itself, that is the single biggest reason 
for abolishing it. Why hang on to a policy that's a demonstrable failure, 
especially now when it may be counterproductive?

In and out of Cuba, people realize that Fidel Castro - and his era - are in 
their twilight years. The man who thumbed his nose at every president since John 
Kennedy is not immortal, and that fact is gradually transforming Cuba from the
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inside out. Reports from Cuba suggest a gradual blossoming of civil society.
Even the pope, a staunch anti-communist, has chosen engagement as the best way 
foT- nurturing that embryonic impulse. It's apparently paying off for the church.

f U.S. policy toward China and Vietnam are any guides, that should be the 
U.S. approach as well. The Clinton administration regularly justifies trade and 
closer economic ties with these countries as a part of a strategy for fostering 
political liberalization.

The same argument should apply to Cuba. Historically, the United States has 
much stronger ties to Cuba and would likely be more influential in shaping Cuban 
culture and society. Unlike conceivably China, Cuba poses absolutely no military 
threat to the United States. Nor does it pose a threat to Latin America. In 
fact, the majority of the countries within the Organization of American States 
support reintegrating Cuba into the hemisphere.

Cuban policy has rested for too long in the hands of exiles who dream about a 
triumphant return to Cuba. Mr. Clinton should craft a policy that reflects the 
interests of the whole country, not just a special-interest group.

LANGUAGE: English
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The time is right for bold changes in U.S. policy towardthe island nation, 
but the president takes only a few small steps. President Clinton is often 
lauded for his sense of timing, but he just missed a good opportunity to repair 
U.S. policy toward Cuba. Last year's papal visit to Cuba and the death of 
hard-line exile leader Jorge Mas Canosa gave the president the opportunity to 
draw America's 37-year embargo of Cuba to a close. Instead, the administration 
unveiled a set of initiatives Tuesday that failed to capitalize on the momentum 
toward normalizing relations. The White House announced steps to expand mail 
service and charter air flights between the United States and Cuba. It also 
eased restrictions on U.S. food sales to Cuba and expanded the laws allowing 
Americans to send donated cash. If all goes well, the Baltimore Orioles will 
soon play exhibition games against Cuba's national team. The measures are 
designed to build bridges to the Cuban people while embarrassing their 
government, and they are welcome as far as they go. But they fall short of a 
comprehensive policy change that could foster a broader climate for democratic 
reform within Cuba. Nothing wrong with a ballgame or two. Given the vitriol 
between Cuban and American leaders over the years, it is worthwhile for ordinary 
people from both countries to expand their contacts. But such exchanges already 
take place in other settings, from family reunions to private aid missions and 
academic conferences. The initiatives announced this week are a cautious step 
forward at a time when conditions are ripe for a dramatic break with the past.
The president rejected a proposal by former diplomats and moderate members of 

Congress for a full-scale review of U.S. policy toward Cuba. U.S. Sen. John 
Warner, R-Va., called for the appointment of a national commission that would 
conduct the first comprehensive review of sanctions against Cuba in decades. 
However, some cold warriors and extremists within the Cuban exile community 
oppose any such process. Warner's idea, which is long overdue, is endorsed by 
some of the earliest architects of Cuba's containment because it provides the 
framework for ensuring America's long-term interests in the region. Appointing 
the commission would increase the pressure on Fidel Castro to grant a new degree 
of political and economic freedom to Cuban citizens. It also would send the 
signal to ordinary Cubans that Washington views the Castro dictatorship as a 
temporary impediment to normal relations. Typically, the president instead 
chose an incremental approach. Depending on how Castro responds to the Clinton 
overture, it may lead to a broader relaxation of relations in the future. 
However, the White House missed another opportunity to make a dramatic gesture 
that could have hastened the end of Castro's stranglehold on Cuban society.
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President Clinton's decision to ease sanctions on Cuba is only common sense. 

The 37-year-old policy serves no one. What justification there was for a 
wholesale embargo - the threat of communism spreading from Cuba into the 
hemisphere at large - has long since passed.

Unfortunately, the president hasn't gone far enough, even though a bipartisan 
Council on Foreign Relations task force - co-chaired by former officials in the 
Ronald Reagan and Richard Nixon administrations - has given him ample political 
cover to go further.

Building on a few token steps taken last year after Pope John Paul II's Cuban 
visit, the White House will allow the sale of food and agricultural items such 
as seed and fertilizer to private restaurants and farms. There are few such 
entities in Cuba, although this may spur formation of more, and since the State 
Department must OK sales on a case-by-case basis, approval could be 
cumbersome.

The White House also will work toward resumption of direct-mail service and 
allow more charter flights, letting them service cities other than Miami and 
Havana. And, too. State Department officials will streamline the visa and 
permission process for religious, scientific, educational and athletic 
exchanges, such as a proposed baseball exhibition game between the Baltimore 
Orioles and the Cuban national team.

And any U.S. resident, not just Americans with relatives on the island, can 
remit up to $ 1,200 a year to Cuban families.

Clinton's proposals are actually timid. He could have been bolder, as the 
council urged, and lifted most limits on travel and remittances and food and 
medicine sales altogether. He could have allowed Americans, with some 
restrictions, to invest in the island.

American policy has been tied up in the personality of Fidel Castro, at 72 a 
fading force. The United States should be thinking beyond Castro. Clinton's 
actions are steps in the right direction.

LOAD-DATE: January 7, 1999
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IT WILL TAKE political courage, not visiting 
baseball teams and money mailed home, to 
change this country's rusting relations with 
Cuba. This week President Clinton dodged a 
chance to launch a bipartisan commission to 
appraise the 37-year-old boycott of Fidel 
Castro's island kingdom.

Get a printer-friendly 
version of this article

Instead, he approved a batch of changes that 
lower the U.S.-Cuban barriers, but only 
modestly. The Baltimore Orioles will play a 
home and an away game with the Cuban 
national team. Cuban Americans can use

1 BEST TAPA8 IN SF 1

******* .jwi V iV'W i.\_; 4> 1 ,^V/V/ |Jdyear to relatives. Plane flights will increase, and 
private groups may send food and supplies to 
non-government agencies in Cuba.

The changes suggest progress in dismantling the 
ossified trade and diplomatic barriers. But they 
were concocted to divert attention from the 
central question over continuing an American 
embargo which has punished Castro and 
stagnated his economy.

The job of containing him has long been over. 
Threadbare Cuba no longer sends its soldiers 
abroad to oppose U.S. interests, and 72-year-old 
Castro is no longer a showman- revolutionary 
likely to win over Latin America. Why can't 
Washington discard an old policy?

The reason is American politics. In particular, 
Clinton is worried about alienating Cuban 
American voters in swing states such as Florida 
and New Jersey from his preferred successor. 
Vice President A1 Gore. Setting the bipartisan 
commission in motion would be seen by these 
anti-Castro voters as a sellout.

But after nearly four decades, the heavy- 
handed embargo of Cuba needs a fresh look.
The island's politics have changed, its 
subversive threat is a faint flicker, and a 
younger generation of Cubans need a taste of 
America and its jostling ideas.
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A turning point is at hand, yet it will take 
courage and strength in Washington to break 
through the old concepts on Cuba. Instead, 
short-term political calculations continue to 
block opportunities for change.
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Cuba policy
Marginal changes are better than 
nothing
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Elections:

Voters' President Clinton's rejection of a bipartisan panel 
to review Washington's policy toward Cuba is 
unfortunate, but predictable. Chalk it up to
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election, the outgoing Democratic chief executive 
is unlikely to act upon the bold recommendation 
of the business wing of the Republican Party. 
While otherwise logical and desirable, a full-scale 
review of Cuba policy could undermine the 
prospects of the Democratic Party's presidential 
nominee.

To put it bluntly, Cuban-American conservatives 
are politically powerful in Florida. And Florida is 
a state where only political donations and electoral 
votes are considered sweeter and juicier than 
oranges.

So Mr. Clinton took the baby steps of relaxing the 
embargo by facilitating greater people-to-people 
contacts and an easier flow of money to 
individuals. Even so, there was muttering from 
anti-Castro elements in Florida that the main 
beneficiary would be Fidel Castro.

But it was a sign that political times are changing 
that staunch anti-Castro figures such as Sen.
Robert Toricelli found many of the new initiatives 
"unobjectionable." Those include:

* More U.S.-Cuba charter flights involving cities 
other than Miami and Havana.

Improved mail service, perhaps including 
service by FedEx and UPS.

* Sale of fertilizers and farm machinery to 
individual Cuban farmers.

Easier sale of food and medicine to individual

http://www.dallasnews.com/editorial-nf/edit 12.htm 1/7/99
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Cubans and private businesses.

* The prospect of two baseball games between the 
Baltimore Orioles and the Cuban national team, in 
Baltimore and Havana.

A thorough review of U.S. policy toward Cuba 
would have been preferable. That would likely 
have yielded a more comprehensive list of moves 
that would have been contingent upon specific 
reforms by the Castro regime. Such reforms could 
ease the transition from Mr. Castro's inevitable 
departure from the political scene - and reduce the 
prospect of dangerous repercussions from a 
scramble for power.

The administration justifiably argues that the 
initiatives are designed to help the Cuban people, 
rather than the government of President Castro.

The goal of the United States should be to 
demonstrate to the Cuban people that the U.S. 
government supports their bid for freedom and an 
improved quality of life. With or without a 
bipartisan commission, a step-by-step relaxation 
of the embargo should help send that message.
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New year's day mariced the 40th anniversary of the triumph of the Castro 
revolution in Cuba. Fidel Castro is by far the world's senior dictator.

The United States has a long history of accommodating itself to equally O' 
more brutal Latin American dictators. One of the worst was Leonidas 
Trujillo of the Dominican Republic. FDR said of Trujillo, "He's an SOB, but 

explains why we have had such trouble accepting Mr. 
Castro. He is not, and never has been, nor ever will be, ours.

Since the days of the Monroe Doctrine, the US has had a hegemonic
America; but with pre-Castro Cuba it was something 

more. From the beginning of Cuban independence following the 
Spanish-American War, the US unilaterally asserted the right to intervene 
in Cuba and did so. American ambassadors acted as pro-consuls. Castro 
Stopped that.

It did not take long for Castro in power to confirm the State Department's 
worst fears, and the American government shortly began to scheme for his 
overthrow To no avail. Castro has survived the Bay of Pigs, the missile 
crisis (the only time he was a genuine'threat to the US), countless dirty 
tricks hatched by the CIA, American economic embargoes, and the loss of $3 
billion or S4 billion dollars a year in Soviet aid.

With the exception of Carter who made a modest, short-lived effort at 
rapprochement, every American president from Eisenhower to Clinton has 
followed the same policy of implacable opposition.

The policy has been motivated less by sober assessment of the US national 
interest than by Castro's destruction of US influence in Cuba.

In some respects, the Castro revolution was as much against the US 
position in Cuba as it was against the then Cuban government. Especially in 
Its early days, the revolution had a strong puritanical streak. It ended 
gambling and open, big-scale prostitution, both of which were supoorted by

profits to the American mafia. Whenthe CIA was looking for a hit man to knock off Castro, the mafia was more 
than happy to supply one.

^erican interests in pre-Castro Cuba controlled more than vice; through 
legitimate investments, they also controlled a good deal of the Cuban 
economy. Castro ended this by expropriating American investments. This has 
given rise to large ciaims of American citizens against the Cuban 
government, but Cuba is hardly the first country to incur such claims.

The US has steadily raised the bar of what Cuba must do to get back in US 
good graces. Wnen Cuba meets one standard, the US demands another Fo' 
years, we saic Cuba had to get rid of Soviet influence. Tha" was
ofthe soviet uniof """" disintegration

No longer having this to complain about, the US said Cuba had to 
democratize Its politics, increase its respect for human riahts, and

economy. Large steps toward the last goal have been taken 
unaer pressure of the cessation of Soviet aid.' Desperate for foreign 
exchange, the Castro government is catering to Canadian and Europe^
.ourists and is tolerating a resurgence of open prostitution.

The pope's visit a year ago brought some improvement in freedom of 
religion, and it was OK this year to celebrate Christmas. But the poli-ical 
system continues to be authoritarian. We tolerate this in China, but we 
demana more from Cuba.

A potent influence on American policy has been the large, vociferous 
anti-Castro exile community in the US, concentrated in Miami with 
substantial nu-mbers also in New Jersey. Many of these exiles dream of a 

, status quo ante in a post-Castro Cuba. This is unrealistic
fantasy, some Castro policies can be reversed, but the omelette he made is 
never going to be unscrambled.

Counterproductive.mL L ^ prohibit American trade with Cuba, foolish though this
may be. It is something else to try to impose such a policy on third

7/
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Editorial
Thursday, January 7. 1999

Cuba policy needs bolder changes
After decades in a deep-fireeze, any uptick in the 

warmth of U.S.-Cuba relations must be counted as 
good news. And so it is with the Clinton administra­
tion's announcement Tuesday that it intends to 
loosen, if only a little, certain aspects of the American 
economic embargo on the island.

Still, the timidity of the measures—in apparent 
deference yet again to Miami’s hysterically anti-Cas- 
tro lobby—is a serious disappointment to those who 
hoped the president would launch a far more dra­
matic overhaul of our bankrupt policies toward Cuba.

Recently the administration has been offered sev­
eral political covers for such an overhaul. A biparti­
san commission, including such Republican heavy­
weights as former Secretary of State Henry A. 
Kissinger, has volunteered to study this nation’s Cuba 
policy and offer alternatives. The prestigious Council 
on Foreign Relations presented its own plate of policy 
options, well short of abrogating the constrictive 
Helms-Burton Act

Before that a bipartisan Congressional group had 
proposed a partial lifting of the embargo, while the 
U.S. Chamber of Commerce—hardly a coven of Castro 
sympathizers—urged the administration to make a 
move to lift some trade restrictions.

Moreover, Clinton’s lame-duck status—and his 
search for a legacy amid all the scandals—also would 
have suggested bolder moves were in the works.

But for now, the biggest changes will be to allow 
United States citizens to send money to Cuba, to 
increase the number of direct flights to the island and 
to allow direct mail service, along with fteer artistic 
and academic exchanges. Independent Cuban farmers 
and restaurant owners—an infinitesimal group—will 
be allowed to buy fertilizer and other goods directly 
ft-om the U.S.

Administration officials argue that any opening 
between the two countries will imdermine the grip of 
the Castro regime. In fact, himdreds of millions of 
legal and illegal dollars already flow to Cuba yearly 
from the U.S. This particular policy change is so 
limited that it’s unlikely to accelerate any democratic 
transition in Cuba.

A bolder policy shift, even without completely lift­
ing trade sanctions, would have deprived Castro of 
his most potent propaganda weapon—his litany of 
complaints about U.S. aggression—and forced him to 
confiunt his own people’s most urgent question: After 
40 years of revolution, why are things in our country 
still so miserable?
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FRANCE

Complaint accuses Castro of drug links
PARIS—The daughter of an 

executed Cuban colonel filed a 
i^mplaint against Fidel Castro 
in a French court Wednesday, 
accusing the Cuban leader of 
Ihtemational drug trafficking.
‘ Two men, represented by the 
wme lawyer, also filed two 
other complaints charging Cas- 
tro with crimes against human- 
My In the Investigating Magis- 
frates Office of the Paris Court.
■ Ileana de la Guardia. the 
exiled daughter of Cuban Col. 
Antonio de la Guardia, said 
dhe hopes to clear her father’s 
name and have Castro charged 
with involvement in drug

smuggling. Her father was con­
victed and executed by Cuba in 
1989 with three other military 
officers for smuggling drugs 
into the United States.

Cuban drug trafficking "was 
a matter of state, organized by 
the highest echelons of power 
in the country,” de la Guardia 
told reporters at the Palais de 
Justice. “It’s impossible that 
Fidel Castro was unaware of 
this.”

Judicial officials said a judge 
would open an investigation 
because of the complaint and 
that the probe could eventually 
lead to criminal charges.
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One of the enduring peculiarities of Bill Clinton's presidency is his 

blindspot regarding Cuba. While his positions on other world trouble spots are 
reasonably well thought out, he is in denial about Cuba. Intent on perpetuating 
40 years of official hostility toward Fidel Castro's regime, he appears 
oblivious to the policy's utter failure.

Clinton first made a play for Cuban-American rightwingers' support when he 
campaigned in Florida's Democratic primary in 1992. As chief executive, he has
never strayed far from their hard line ---- not even this week when he riled the
fiercest of Castro's exile enemies by announcing a handful of steps to 
strengthen people-to-people contacts between Americans and Cubans.

These measures, intended to open access to Castro's closed society and 
improve the lives of ordinary Cubans, are fine so far as they go. Unfortunately,
Clinton declined to take an even more meaningful step ---- the creation of a
bipartisan panel to review U.S. policy on Cuba and hopefully to give it a 
much-needed overhaul.

Clinton's timidity on the point is inexplicable. He had ample political cover 
to set a bolder course. Three former secretaries of state from Republican
administrations ---- Kissinger, Schultz and Eagleburger ---- had urged him to
initiate the review, as had more than a dozen GOP senators, many of them of the 
extra-conservative persuasion.

So why cling to a failed policy? To placate Castrophobes in south Florida and 
their mossback champions in Congress like Sen. Jesse Helms (R-N.C.) and Rep. 
Lincoln Diaz-Balart (R-Fla.)?

For 40 years this crowd has concentrated solely on Castro's downfall; never 
mind the bitter consequences of isolation and embargo on the Cuban people. To 
illustrate the point, Diaz-Balart objected immediately this week to the modest 
Clinton proposal that would make more food available to malnourished Cubans.

What can he and his cohorts be thinking? The way to hasten the end of 
Cuba's long night is not to extend the darkness but to open up the country to 
trade and visitors and ideas. The only thing to thrive in Cuba after 40 years of 
U.S. emnity is Castro's tyranny. Isn't it time Washington tried a different
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tack?
GRAPHIC: Graphic :
CLINTON'S NEW PLAN FOR CUBA
Would permit any U.S. resident to send up to $ 1,200 annually to needy 
Cubans.
Would allow sale of food and agricultural supplies to private Cuban 
groups.
Would improve direct mail service between U.S. and Cuba.
Would expand charter flights to Cuba, extending service to U.S. cities 
beside Miami.
Would let the Baltimore Orioles and Cuba's national team arrange 
exhibition baseball games.
Photo :
Iliana Lopz (left) buys stamps in Havana./ JOSE LUIS MAGHANA / 
Associated Press
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Back to the future
he Clinton

I administration 
X yesterday 

adroitly tiptoed along a 
fine line in ordering 
overdue changes in 
Cuba policy designed 
;to encourage more 
people-to-people (and baseball player- 
to-baseball player) contact while still 
enforcing the 37-year-old trade 
embargo. Anyone expecting (or fearing) 
some dramatic new overture to emerge 
from the ballyhoo might be disap­
pointed, which we believe is good. In the 
main, the changes put into practice mir­
ror positions that The Herald long has 
supported, with the single exception of a 
suspicious idea to allow the sale of fertil­
izer and other agricultural supplies to 
Cuban farmers.

There are obvious reasons for moving 
slowly here. Cuba “has always been a 
‘third rail’ of U.S. policy,” as former 
White House adviser Richard Nuccio 
says. “Touch it and you die.” That’s 
because of the political clout of South 
Florida’s Cuban exiles, most of whom 
support the embargo. Any administra­
tion that dares tamper with it risks los­
ing valuable allies in Florida, not to 
mention elections.

supported the ban on U.S. business deal- 
,,ings with or inCuba. 111^ ideaT of 
cotnserTrTo^prevent needless enrich- 
'.ment of Cuba’s totalitarian govemmefiT. 
“BurwrTust^s" vigorously support the 
.so-called Track II of the 1992 Cuban 
Democracy Act, developed by Mr. Nuc- 
cio. While Track I choked off trade. 
Track II attempts to promote civil soci- 

: ety by allowing private groups to pro- 
wide humanitarian aid to people in Cuba 
•and by encouraging cultural and aca- 
-demic exchanges.
‘ W<» Yy<^|pr>m<» yesterday’s pmartiv^

•'Cuba initiatives b^use tE^ enhan^

FOR A FREE CUBA
Poli^ changes build on 
old idea: Cuba’s future 
depends on its people.

ernment’s 
to_agtes5f

willingness
BuTICastro

might be hafd pressed
1o tell his people that
TBeyZIcannQt__enjoy.
inonev fmiri TI S rt»ln.
tives. or_a gfxyl prfi-
baseb^ game.

That said, letting U.S. companies sell 
agricultural supplies in Cuba makes lit­
tle sense. Any such sales could bolster 
the state, which virtually controls all 
food production. The measure smacks 
of some corporate lobby’s sneaky way to 
get a foot in the door on Cuban trade.

The Qinton initiative — pushed by^ 
ir!S Sfin. Bob Graham H-Fl^ — alsn 
accomplishes one o^er thing: It torpe- 
dys a request by~Hen^ Kissinger tmd 
^er former policymakers turned lot>^
byists to create a wmmission to review 
O.S. Cuba policy. That commission was 
a ~lransparent attemoTTo end currenl 
sanctions bv people whnse~interests in 
Cuba arft mnrp mercenary than 
cratic or humanitarian.

"the Track 11 approach. Among them are: 
‘allowing any U.S. resident, not just rcla- 
I ives. to senq cash tojamiiies ^d non- 
Ttovemmental groupTiirCuba: injCrgas^ 
iing_direcl_Dasseng^ iiignts: restonng' 
direct-mail service; and^hcouiaglhg cul- 

•^fni^ excliaiigcsT' including iwo exhibi- 
- jtion^sehalt

*.p0.tn rhar^ty. Of Pf>nrg/» thp tn<.acnr«.^’
-^Hnpaet-wUl-depend-en-the.Xjiban gov-
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Glacial Change lii Cuba Policy
Washington’s cautious easing of restric­

tions on Cuba represents welcome incremen­
tal progress. This week’s announcement falls 
well short of a dramatic move that could 
nudge Cuba toward democracy and lead to 
more normal relations, but it has the virtue of 
being politically realistic.

The new U.S. policy—easing the. flow of 
money into Cuba and of people both ways— 
will reduce the isolation of the Communist 
country. Out-and-out tourism, Cuba's biggest 
moneymaker, is excluded. But people-to-peo- 
ple exchanges will be allowed in the arts, sci­
ences, religion, education and sports. The last 
could lead to a little baseball diplomacy. The 
Baltimore Orioles organization is seeking per 
mission to play an exhibition game in base­
ball-crazy Cuba in March, with the Cuban na" 
tional team later playing in Baltimore. Cuban 
charity would get the proceeds, a big help in 
one of the Caribbean’s poorest countries.

An easing of restrictions on sending money

to Cuba will also help, as will more charter 
flights, direct mail service and the sale of 
food and agricultural supplies to Cuba’s pri­
vate restaurants and farmers.

The White House rejected a bolder recom­
mendation from four former secretaries of 
State to create a bipartisan commission to re­
view U.S.-Cuba policy. That commission, en­
dorsed by Henry Kissinger, George Shultz, 
William P. Rogers and Lawrence Eagleburg- 
er, could have set the stage for ending the 
punishing trade embargo in place since 1960, 
when Cuba, then a Soviet satellite, represent­
ed a real security threat to the United States.

Times have changed and Cuba has dimin­
ished in the 40 years since then. But as long 
as the aging Fidel Castro remains dictator, 
and the Cuban Americans who so despise him 
continue to wield political power in the 
United States, no big turnaround in Washing­
ton’s policy IS likely. The waiting game goes
on.
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In a welcome move toward resuming relations with Cuba, President Clinton has 
approved measures to increase trade with the communist island. Typically the 
administration has settled for a halfhearted policy designed to appease staunch 
opponents of Fidel Castro.

Recommended by Secretary of State Madeleine Albright, the changes will allow 
any U.S. citizen -- not just relatives --to send up to $ 1,200 a year to 
Cubans, and permit more direct flights and mail service to the island. And for 
the first time since the early 1960s, the Baltimore Orioles would be allowed to 
play two exhibition baseball games in Havana with Cuba's national team.

Those changes are all well and good, designed to ease the harsh impact of 37 
years of trade sanctions on the Cuban people. But they do not go far enough. The 

-on administration rejected a wider proposal supported by 24 Democratic and 
-lican senators to review and revise all aspects of U.S. policy toward

Cu^a.

Clinton has been rightly criticized for a foreign policy that changes with 
the political winds. Using the excuse of spreading democracy and increasing U s 
business opportunities abroad, the White House has removed sanctions against tne 
former Soviet Union, Vietnam and that most brazen of human rights violators, 
China. To leave tough sanctions in place against Cuba smacks of hypocrisy.
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Progress on Cuba
Star-Telegram editorial

It's about time.

The Clinton administration's announcement yesterday that initiatives designed to allow more direct 
contact between Amencans and Cubans is long overdue.

We have long postulated that the best way to alter the minds and hearts of Cubans who remain 
^mmed to a communist dictatorship is to expose them to the benefits of a democratic lifestyle 
What better way of accomplishing that than through the power of the almighty U.S. dollar?

Under present rules, c^h transfers to Cuba can only be sent by family members in America The 
new program would allow anyone in the United States to send as much as $1,200 a year to any 
individual or group in Cuba, with the exception of high-ranking Cuban officials.

Cuba represents one of those strange disconnects in U.S. foreign policy that are so hard for the
American people to understand. Trying to compare how we relate with, say, China and Cuba is like 
trying to compare apples to aircraft parts.

In China, where a Rom^ Catholic priest was just this week arrested and subjected to torture 
t'e^hnnl^ f Revolution days, the U.S. trades highly sophisticated missile
opet;

announcements are just the first of many to eliminate the embargoes on trade with Cuba.

Send your comments to letters@star-telegram.com

© 1999 Star-Telegram — Terms and Conditions — Send us your Feedback.
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No ay II cambio de polftica 

de Estados Unidos hacia Cuba
Afirma Sebastian Areas Casahon

Por ENA CURNOW

Sebastian Arcos Casabon, ac- 
tivista del Comit6 Cubano Pro 
Derechos Humanos, enfoca las 
medidas de la Casa Blanca hacia 
Cuba de una manera positiva. 
Para 61, lejos de debilitar el em­
bargo econ6mico, las medidas 
fortalecen la Ley Torricelli y la 
Ley Helms-Burton. Y considera, 
ademis, que favorecen especifi- 
camente a la oposicidn interna 
dentro de la isla.

P: iAlteran estas medidas el 
curso de la polftica de Estados 
Unidos hacia Cuba?

R: No. Esto no se puede consi- 
derar de ninguna manera un 
cambio de polftica. La polftica 
sigue siendo la misma y el que 
crea que esto no es asf, le re- 
comiendo que se refiera al carril 
numero 2 de la Ley Torricelli que 
se paso en el ano 92 y que fue 
adoptado por la Ley Helms-Bur­
ton. Considero que el embargo 
queda intacto y lo que sucede es 
que se flexibiliza, se amplfa el 
carril numero 2 de la Ley Tbrri-

ISSSs;;
ARCOS CASABOIN

celli que est6 dentro de la Ley 
Helms-Burton, instrumento jurf- 
dico que forma parte importante 
de la polftica hacia Cuba y que 
precisamente establece aumen- 
iar los contactos a nivel perso­
nal, incrementar el fluio, la co-
[... ................................

de ambos lados del Estrecho de 
la Florida, sin pasar por el go- 
bierno cubano.

P: Una de las medidas m6s 
controversiales es la de facilitar 
productos a entidades privadas 
en la Isla. ^Qu6 opinas?

R: Primero es muy diffcil defi- 
nir para quienes no manejan 
bien la situacidn cubana, qui6- 
nes son no gubernamentales 
dentro de Cuba. Por ejemplo, el 
gobiemo cubano arguye que la 
Federacidn de Mujeres Cubanas 
0 los CDR lo son. Espero que el 
Departamento de Estado tenga 
en cuenta esto y actue con mu- 
cho cuidado. Por otra parte, aiin 
cuando el gobierno cubano acep- 
te esto (hay declaraciones ya de 
disidentes internes, entre ellos 
mi tio Gustavo Arcos, en el sen- 
tido de que es muy dificil que 
el gobierno cubano acepte este 
tipo de medida) pero aiin cuando 
la aceptara, su implementacidn 
en la pr^ctica va a ser compli- 
cada. Esto no quiere decir que

(Pasa a la P6g. 2-B Col. 2)

No hay on cambio de politico de EE.UU. hacia Cuba
yo est6 en desacuerdo, sino que hay 
que trabajarla con mucho cuidado 
para no equivocarse y seguir en es­
te camino que me parece muy in-
teligente de flexibilizar la polftica, 
los contactos por debajo del gobier­
no, sin tocar la parte principal del
emb^o, que es precisamente la 
presidn econdmica y que, repito, 
considero que queda intacto. Txlo 
esto me parece inteligente Me pa­
rece que se debe seguir trabajai^o 
en esa direccidn.

P: iCdmo acogerd la oposicidn 
interna estas medidas?

R: Creo que las acogerd con 
agrado. Mi tfo Gustavo que no es 
de los mds liberales entre los di­
sidentes, reacciond favorablemen- 
te. Me imagine que los demds las

(Viene de la Pdg. 1-B)

verdn tambien con buenos ojos. 
Esto redunda positivamente en los 
disidentes. El hecho de que se pue- 
da enviar dinero a Ciiba directa- 
mente sin necesidad que lo haga 
un familiar, aumenta el numero de 
personas beneficiadas, las que en- 
tenderdn asf que los exiliados de 
Miami no queremos matarlos de 
hambre, al contrario, ayudarlos. 
Esta es una forma especffica de 
edmo se debe trabajar con las nue- 
vas medidas.

P: iCudl serd la reaccidn de 
Castro?

R: Serfa muy interesante que el 
gobierno cubano diiera que no, por 
ejemplo a la posibiudad de que en­
tidades privadas puedan comprar 
en el mercado norteamericano. Si

el gobiemo cubano dijera que no, 
habria que ver como entonces va 
a justificar su actitud ante el resto 
del mundo, cuando ellos precisa­
mente estdn diciendo que el pue­
blo cubano pasa necesidades por 
culpa del embargo.

P: De todas maneras el rdgi- 
men de Castro va a recibir mds 
divisas con estas medidas...

R: Eso es indiscutible. Todo el 
dinero que vaya a Cuba, de una 
manera u otra va a terminar en 
las areas del gobierno. Esa es 
una realidad con la que tenemos 
que trabajar, pero o que estd 
tratando de hacer es que ese di­
nero pase primero por otros sec- 
tores de la sociedaa cubana y los 
beneficie antes.
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Caritas califica de 

“positivas” las 

medidas de EE.UU.
LA HABANA (EFE).- Mientras 

las autoridades de La Habana 
guardan silencio sobre las medi­
das respecto a Cuba anunciadas 
por Estados Unidos, la organiza- 
cion humanitaria catolica "Cari­
tas" las califico de positivas.

La oficina del portavoz del Mi- 
nisterio de Relaciones Exteriores 
declaro a la prensa que el Gobier- 
no "estaba analizando" el mensaje 
del presidente norteamericano, 
Bill Clinton, y que posteriormente 
hari'a ima dcclaracion.

Por su parte, el presidente de 
Caritas Cuba", Rolando Suarez 

dijo que "las medidas son muy 
positivas aunque falta ver su des-

arrollo y los dias posteriores son 
muy importantes".

Suarez recordo que su organi- 
zacion ya ha recibido en el pa- 
sado donaciones de material me­
dico por parte de la "Catholic 
Relief Services", su correspon- 
dicnte en EE.UU,, Que fueron 
distribuidas a traves de los or- 
ganismos oficiales pues se tra- 
taba de equipo avanzado para el 
tratamiento de enfermos graves.

"Lo que nos gustaria aplicar se- 
na un programa de ayuda huma­
nitaria en alimentos que vaya des- 
tinado a las personas con menos 
iwursos, y que podrfa derivarse 
de estas medidas", senald.
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Elogia anuncio de EU el canciller canadiense
ANDREW CAWTHORNE
Reuters

La Hab^a - El minisfro de Relaciones Exteriores de Canady Lloyd Axworthy. 
se reunio el lueves en La Habana con el gobemante cubano, Fidel Castro, y elogi6 
los pasos recientes de Estados Unidos de ampliar los canales con la isla. ^

"Creo que hay una cierta tendencia de Estados Unidos a una actitud m4s abierta y 
la apoyamos", dijo Axworthy a la prensa al terminar una breve visita a Cuba que 
inicid un recorrido de seis di'as por America Latina y el Caribe.

El canciller se referia al anuncio de Washington esta semana de que permitiri mis 
yuelos directos a Cuba y mayores envios de dinero, y aumentari los contactos 
individuales, todo dentro del embargo econdmico de Estados Unidos a la isla.

Las medidas, interpretadas por algunos como pequefias acciones dentro del n v ^
embargo, pero por otros como un alivio significativo de las sanciones, que duran L a ! <A ‘
37 afios, incluyeron tambidn el correo directo a la isla y la autorizacidn de envios 
de alimentos y ventas de productos agricolas a entidades no gubemamentales. /

En breves comentarios, Axworthy declard que Canadd percibid que el lenguaje
del anuncio de Estados Unidos mostraba "algiin grado de vinculo constructivo", r - C
un tdrmino que el gobiemo del primer ministro Jean Chretien utiliza para definir 7^
sus relaciones con Cuba. ^

Esperamos que haya una disposicidn a emprender nuevos pasos que permitan ^
cambios y una apertura de las relaciones entre Cuba v Estados Unidos, y hasta ese f
punto los alentaremos", agregd. ^

Con Chretien, Canadd ha sido un abierto oponente a los esfuerzos estadounidenses 
de aislar a Cuba y presionar a Castro para que emprenda reformas democrdticas.

Canada, que ha sido la primera fiiente de turismo e inversiones extranjeras desde ^ __
que la isla se abrid en los liltimos ahos, insiste en que el acercamiento es es mejor f) /
metodo para promover las reformas democrdticas. ^ •

Axworthy discutid sobre derechos humanos con Castro en un almuerzo y en la ^
entrevista posterior en la sede del gobiemo cubano, el Palacio de la Revolucidn, U
en la que tambidn estuvieron presentes el vicepresidente Carlos Lage y el ministro ''
de Relaciones Exteriores, Roberto Robaina. ___ _

e> c .1 . . '/
Si, lo planteamos", respondid el canciller canadiense en la conferencia de prensa 

a una pregunta sobre si habld del caso de cuatro conocidos disidentes cubanos 
encarcelados sin juicio desde hace 18 meses.
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Las nuevas medidas para ayudar al pueblo cubano
Por Madeleine K. Albright, Secretaria de Estado

Los pasos anunciados por el Presidente el 5 de enero ponen enfasis en el 
permanente compromiso de parte de la Administracion Clinton de apoyar al 

pueblo cubano. Ampliando los contactos de pueblo a pueblo, aumentando las 
remesas de fondos, aumentando los vuelos directos por contrato, 

estableciendo el correo directo y autorizando la venta de alimentos y 
productos para la agricultura a particulares se ayudara al pueblo cubano y 
facilit^a el desarrollo de actividades civicas pacificas independientemente 
del regimen cubano. Esto ayudara al pueblo cubano a prepararse para el dia 

en que su pais sea nuevamente libre.

Estas medidas son consonas con nuestra politica de promover una transicion 
democratica pacifica y respetar los derechos humanos. No estan encaminadas 
a beneficiar al gobiemo cubano o a mejorar las relaciones con el mismo. El 
gobiemo cubano necesita comprender que la linica manera de normalizar 

relaciones con los Estados Unidos es si lleva a cabo cambios democraticos y 
deja que el pueblo cubano ejerza sus libertades fundamentales

Desgraciadamente. la situacion de los derechos humanos sigue siendo 
horrible. Es por esto que el Presidente tambien anuncio nuestra intencion de 

ampliar los esfuerzos diplomaticos encaminados a llamar la atencion 
intemacional sobre los abusos que se siguen cometiendo y continuar los 

esfuerzos para trabajar con amigos y aliados para hacer mas a fin de 
presionar en favor del respeto a los derechos humanos. Tambien daremos los 
pasos necesarios para mejorar la efectividad de las transmisiones de Radio y 

TV Marti a fin de llevar la verdad al pueblo de Cuba.

Yo creo que estamos viendo una emocionante dinamica desarrollandose 
dentro de Cuba; A pesar de la mantenida represion del regimen, el pueblo 

cubano esta buscando cada vez mas formas creativas para actuar 
independientemente y prepararse para la inevitable transicion que le espera. 

La exhortacion del Sumo Pontifice de "no tengais miedo" ha resonado a
traves de la isla.

Las medidas que anunciamos estan encaminadas a fortalecer esta dinamica y 
trabajar sobre las medidas que anunciamos en marzo. La ampliacion de las 
remesas les dara a los cubanos mayor oportunidad de una actividad civica 

independiente y les hara menos dependientes del regimen. El aumento de los

http://www.diariolasamericas.com/dlaexclu.html 1/11/99



Exclusivas - 9 y 10 de Enero - Diario Las Ame... Page 2 of 2

contactos de pueblo a pueblo demostrara al pueblo cubano los valores 
democraticos y las realidades de como fimciona una sociedad civil libre. Las 

ventas de alimentos ayudaran a fortalecer al naciente espiritu empresarial 
privado. Y todo esto beneficiara directamente a la familia cubana que. como 

nos dijo un lider cubanoamericano. es realmente la mas fuerte y mas 
importante organizacion no gubemamental.

Pondremos en marcha estas medidas sin dark ayuda y alivio al gobiemo 
cubano. Y sobre la marcha recordaremos las sabias palabras de Jose Marti de 

que "solo la opresion ha de temer el ejercicio pleno de las libenades."
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La Secretaria Albright v la 

Nueva Politica Hacia Huha
I'> iiiiiy importante, es muv conveniente aue sp hapa 

< sluerzo coordinado. inteligcntcSe^ razonat o 
OHIO a los altos funcionarios del gobierno esta:lonmdensc concretamente de la Casa^Blanca v del

l)f*|Ho. de Estado, en lo que resnecta a

ie^Sba” libertad

un |?adS rn.VorjnCe': ,7rZ,St faTofife'"

Dentro de esos ci'rculos aludidos en el narrafo an-
o'^se” ven^ohMP^H pueden estar e^ivocados
0 se ven obligados a segiiir las pautas de la uolitiea
iiadicional estadounidense, pero que hacen lo que les 
es posible por reducir la el^ctividad de las n?SLsi-
denSS dp7n ^H^lquier motivo. siempfe estan
del ado de lo que conviene, directa o indirectamente-Inllo "se ^ comenzar por razon^

meza con eps personas manteniendo la
® genuino exilio que es noble

intransigente. pero que debe ser piiidente y habil para despertar, mantener o acre- 
centar la voluntad politica de ese pequefio gruno deas" PP^r^ Castro y qu^e dentro 
IpI internas y privadas de las alias esferas

(U1 gobierno quieren una genuina libertad para Cuba.

Entre los altos funcionarios aludidos esta una dp
d"ce“mi

SccreLrIa m ™n fslc asunlo, la
.>etrelaria de Estado Madeleine K. Albrieht. Esto no
qmere decir que en las declaraciones piiblicas ella
que‘^^en"dlt?nfa" gobierno de acuerdo con lo
!p i- S instancia, ha decidido el Presidente

p * Cjinton. Sin embargo, a la luz

:= fjTS-d'i - risS
tmTa'traeedfa'^nhJ"^ Secretarios de Estado envueltos

Secretary Albright and the 

New Policy Toward CubT
If is important, very convenient, that a coordinated 

‘‘ 'oLelligently reasoned, be undertaken near high 
M American government, specificallvln
the White House and the State Department, regarding
Lnd ihp"i relations between Washington
and the totalitarian communist tyranny of Fidel Cas- 
Iro. And this should be done with Ihose senior officials

licSrSy SonSngcJb^’' ‘''"''‘S"
In those circles alluded in the previous oaraeranh

forc7dTo f " be mistaken or wL fre
fm eed to follow the guidelines of tradional American 
politics, but who do whatever they can to reduce'the 
ellectiveness ol the proposals of those who for anv 
leason, are always on the side of what is best directiv 
01 indirectly, for the Castro tyranny. And they should
unllild‘ln'^1h""r ^ speaking to those individuals 
upliolding the firmness of the genuine exile that is

I’reXm fir SSOvernmem deliberations want trne

s;arffai^fei;'et''’A!b%%“i;.“Si'Ai.^et=
™;arX|rh1;'■|g?^eTTts'^re's"Zl^et"?h\^‘‘^

o'rKii:rsSiiiVc'i;?dTgr
SpSiU'l^i1l'’^r,;tfn'‘|l;t,\Vr!'L7el^^

'iTbHt ®.‘’g®''®rnment, her opinion has been
a belt depending on the circumstances the lelst 
nnfavorable, or the most favorable for the S 
against the Castro tyranny. If we go over the sta^P

me lact that she and her familv were virtime nr
communist totalitarianism who had to flee their no 
ble native Czechoslovakia has influenced her.



gue debate en el exilio sobi nedidas de la Casa Blanca
(Viene de !a P.ig I )

riodisU: ”Los jntercambios se 
ban estado produciendo desde 
hacc basUnle tiempo. Y plenso 
que eso es positive. A los que es- 
tamos fuera de Cuba, nos ease- 
Aan sobre la realidad cubana y 
a los que estin dentro de Cuba 
y tienen la posibilidad de vlajar, 
tambi^n les facilita ver lo ^ue 
sucede fuera. Los intercambtos 
acad^micos crean un cUma de 
discusidn serio, lo que es muy 
tmportante para el future de 
nuestra patria”.

Para finalizar, Aragdn da su 
punto de vista sobre la reaccidn 
que tendri el regimen castrista; 
"Cuba verA con reservas que las 
ayudas sean a privados. Hav que 
entender que un gobierno donde 
el Estado lo controla todo tiene 
que ver con reservas el creci- 
mienlo de las industrias priva- 
das, por pequeAas que sean For- 
que a mayor independencia de 
las mismas, menor control del estado".

; Para ^ conocido periodisla 
Agustin Tamargo. estas medidas 
po ofrecen dudas de ninguna da- 
se Su posicldn ante las mismas 
ts radical.

: "La nueva estrategia del go- 
biemo de Clinton sobre Cuba (si 
wo es estrategia) tiene Ires ob 
jetivos esenciales, a mi Juicio I 
Entrar en la pachanga universal 
de manichismo con Castro tia 
^perlura hacia Cuba del Papa). 
2* Asegurarse los votes de los cu 
banos de New Jersey y la Florida 
frvstrando el plan de Kissinger 
y sus asociados Y 3- Darle a

ciertos comerciantes america- 
nos exportadores hoy, un pedazo 
del pastel cubano que c^ician 
y que esperan comerse complete 
maftana. con Castro o sin el".

Segun Agustfn Tamargo "esa 
estrategia es demasiado burda 
para que los cubanos series 
puedan aceptarla. Su seAuelo 
mAs elevado, la creacidn de 
una sociedad civil, es irreali­
zable. Nunca se ha creado una 
oposicidn, por pacifica que 
sea, ni ha surgido en parte al- 
guna una sociedad democriti- 
ca (por medio de subsidies y 
respaldo poKtico-econdmico 
extranjero, abiertamente de- 
clarado) con la anuencia de la 
tirania que se pretende comba- 
tlr. Yeltsin apova el plan de 
Clinton, el gobernador de 
Puerto Rico apoya el plan de 
Clinton, los dialogueros de 
Miami y los de La Habana apo- 
yan el plan de Clinton. Wayne 
Smith apoya el plan de Clinton. Nocreoquehayaquedecirmu 
cho mSs"

cn que ”la sociedad civil cubana. 
la Cuba dcmocrilica. sc impon 
dr4 de todos modos, porque es 
la respuesta hisldrica natural al 
fracaso del sislema comunista 
de Castro

Anunciarla como producto de 
una Ruhvcncibn plaltistn. mo pa 
rccc conlrapro<luccnlo hoy y pc 
ligroso para maAann*'

1^ posicidndel representanie 
dclexilioCarlos Arboleya esde

gran preocupacion ante las 
medidas tomadas por cl presi- 
dente Clinton. Para el activista 
politico, con toto lo que se diga. 
''son un paso Inicial hacia un 
restablecimiento de relaciones 
con Cuba las que. sogun se co- 
menta en circulos de Washing­
ton el Presidenle se ha com- 
prometido a lograrlo antes de 
retirarse del poder".

Evaluando el alcance que 
puedan tener. agrega el Vice 
Chairman retirado del Nation 
Bank "estas medidas no van a 
beneficiar al pueblo cubano. 
Es muv desafortunado ver que 
todo el mundo habla que pro- 
pician la reunificacidn de las 
familias, pero no hablan del 
verdadero porou4 cl pueblo de 
Cuba quiere salir de alld y ve- 
nir para ac4 Las eondiciones 
en la isla no han cambiado. En- 
tonces cudl es el motivode que 
la Casa Blanca cst4 haciendo 
ninguna gestidn favorable ha­
cia Cuba si Fidel ('astro no ha 
hecho nada por la libertad, por 
los derechos humanos Alcon- 
trario. ^1 sigue prcsionando co 
mo siempre. persiguiendo a to 
das los personas que se oponen 
al regimen

Por todo lo anterior, el cono- 
cidn iiclivista prreisa "Cren 
(|uo iKirl.T de Oslo a beuefi 
ciai vcnladeratncnic al pueblo 
culutio Por ejemi'lo, con res 
nocin n la ventii dr alimentos. 
hay <iuc ser muy ingenuo pnrn 
pensnr que los Esindos Unidos 
logren negorinr libremenle 
con empreso'; privndas si cn

Cuba no las hay y lo que va a 
suceder es que el gobierno va 
a fomcnlar cste lipo do empre- 
sas para bcncficiarsc de esa 
medida y muchos de csos ali­
mentos no van a llegarsiqutera 
al pueblo y Castro los va a re- 
vender a otros paises para sa-

car las divisas que tanto nece- 
sita. Fidel no ha cambiado, el 
que piense que ^i ha cambiado 
esta equivocado. Veamos que 
cl discurso que hizo en Santia­
go por el aniversario de la re- 
volucidn fue transmitido a todo 
el pals y. sin embargo, las pa-

labras del Cardenal Ortega no 
se trasmitieron en los medios 
publicos SeAores, que engaAo. 
que ingenuidad o que mala fe 
existe en los Kderes de esta na- 
cl6n en estos momentos para 
querer restablecer relaciones 
con Cuba".

Sigue debate en el exilio sobre 

medidas de la Casa Blanca
Por E.\.-\ CL'R.\OU

No hay uniformidad de crite- 
'ios en las fuerzas vivas del 
exilio cubano ante las medidas 
de la Casa Blanca. Lna parte 
importanie las califica de co- 
laboracionistas con el regimen 
de La Habana, otros conside- 
ran a algunas de ellas benefi- 
ciosas para el pueblo de la Isla. 
.mientras califican de mope- 
rante la relacionada con face 
Iitar alimentos > mercancias a 
los propieiarios privados. De 
lodas maneras, es la diversi 
dad de opiniones lo que carac- 
teriza este debate abierto de

DE AHACO AnnOLEVA

los cubanos de Miami.

"Las medidas son positivas 
Siempre estoy a favor de todas 
las cosas que puedan contribulr 
a los contactos entre los cubanos

de la isla y del 
exterior yde lo 
que pueda ha- 
cerse para ali- 
vlar fas dili- 
cuftades del 
pueblo cuba­
no", dice Uva 
de Aragdn. subdlreclora 
del Centro de 
Estudios Cu­

banos de la Universidad Inter- 
naclonal de la Florida, ante las 
propuestasde la Casa Blanca.

En cuanto a si estas medidas 
alivlan o no el embargo, Aragdn

TAAUnCO

senala que qulzAs si, pero acltra 
Que segun entlende el espirllu 
del embargo no es alslar al pue­
blo cubano, ni contribulr a dis- 
tanolar a las familias cubanai. 
"Es mds la Ley Torricelli, la Ley 
Helms-Burton tienen acipltes 
que favorecen los Intercambloa 
acaddmicos, y todo lo qua pueda 
promover los cambios democrA- 
licos en Cuba".

Profundirando en lot Inter- 
cambios acaddmlcof prevUtoa 
ahora que se Incrementen, su- 
braya la tambldn escritora y pe-

(Pasa a la PAg. 2-B Col. 1)

J.
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La Habana rechazara comercio con EU
PABLO ALFONSO 
El Nuevo Herald

Gustavo Arcos Bergnes, secretario general del Comit6 Cubano Pro Derechos
.Humanos. afuin6 que el regimen He FiHftl pflqtrn r^rha-rarili la prnpiiActa I3 
Administracidn Clinton por la que empresas norteamericanas puedan comerciar 
con sectores privados en Cuba, porque esa medida abrin'a las puertas a la 
democracia en la isla.

Si ellos aceptan ese comercio perderdn el poder politico", subrayd Arcos. "Eso 
no lo pueden permitir porque irian perdiendo el poder econdmico, y lueeo irian 
perdidndolo todo".

Arcos, de 72 afios, quien habld por teldfono con El Nuevo Herald el jueves desde 
La Habana dijo que si el rdgimen castrista autoriza el comercio del sector privado 
con empresas estadounidenses "serla como aceptar que estdn cediendo ante las 
demandas de nosotros aqul, de los disidentes interaos, que desde hace afios 
estamos abogando por aperturas politicas y econdmicas".

Segun Arcos, el auge que alcanzaria el sector privado, los pequefios agricultores 
los duefios de paladares, las cooperativas y trabajadores por cuenta propia, serla ’ 
mmenso si pudieran comerciar con empresas norteamericanas y el rdgimen 
castrista, "que lleva 40 afios en el poder no le interesa eso", a pesar de la dificil 
situacidn econdmica que atraviesa la poblacidn.

Page 1 of2

JtlL

En el pais se abre cada dia mds un abismo entre el beneficio del trabajo, el salario 
y el costo de la vida, dijo Arcos, quien afiadid que los alimentos que vende el 
Estado a travds de la libreta de racionamiento, vigente desde hace ya 37 afios son /)
mmimos, "y es imposible sobrevivir con ellos". Esa situacidn origina el mercado
negro, la comipcidn, el robo y la prostitucidn

4^'i

Arcos reconocid que las nuevas medidas anunciadas por la administracidn
Clinton, en general, son bcneficiosas para la pohlacihn mhana pern mnQiriS j ii JC
escdptico en cuanto a la posibilidad de que el gobiemo cubano permita el r ^
comercio del sector privado con empresas noneamericanas. "Eso consnira contra // // j i
sus intereses politicos, y a este gobiemo le importa poco anteponer sus intereses v ^
politicos a las necesidades econrSmiras He la nnKia.-iAr. u__ _____ 1___ n __ v k L

r
'iA 5

~:^dlo los que recibimos ddlares de nuestros familiares v amigos del exterior 
podemos alimentamos v vestimos un poco mejor que el rpsto Hp la pnhlari<Sn 
Pero la mayoria de los trabajadores, gente del pueblo que no tiene esa posibilidad, 
esta sumido en la miseria", afirmd Arcos. "Eso ha dado lugar al fendmeno de dos 
grandes clases dentro del pueblo: los que sdlo cuentan con su salario y los que 
reciben ddlares". ^

^ a caic gooicmo le imporia poco anteponer sus intert politicos a las necesidades econdmicas de la poblacidn, de la nacidn cubana" 
subrayd Arcos. "A fin de cuentas, eso es lo que ha hecho hasta ahora".

Copyright O 1999 El Nuevo Herald 
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El turismo no genera tanta divisa
El turismo extranjero que en 1998 llev6 a la isla 1.4 millones de viaieros aue 
aportaron $1,800 millones de ingresos brutos. est^ recibiendo velad^ critic^ en 
medios oFiciales de prensa, que le atribuyen pocos beneficios econdmicos v altoT 
costos politicos y morales.

'' La industria turi'stica no vive del aire. Se traga alrededor de tres cuartas partes de /
sus ingresos", afirnid en di'as pasados en La Habana el periodista Ariel Terrero. /fA -
Seeun dates oflCiales en 1998 cada ddlar de ingreso en el sector tiirktico signifiriS 'TL^

una inversion de $0.71 centavos de d61ar. v el ingreso nromedin diario peneraHn , An
por cada turista fue de $88.40 ddlares.

Advirtiendo que los tunstas con su cachetes colorados se ban convertido en parte / 4 /
del paisaje cubano", Terrero indicd que en 1997, la industria turistica s61o obtuvo /' ^ /
iin 2^ por cipnto de iitiliHaHpg ^ -X

■ ■ En opinidn de expertos, todavia anda por el sbtano la eficiencia global de esta yr'u n Aa^
rama en Cuba", indic6 Terrero.

La industria turistica ha sido vinculada al incremento de la nmctihiri<Sn la
-xnmipa6n, el rnhn v ntros males sociales que el gobemante cubano Fidel Castm ^ ~1T
jeflald el martes durante un discurso pronunciado para conmemorar el 40 
aniversario de la Policia Nacional Revolucionaria. 4

Con la esperanza de disminuir sus efectos negatives, los dirigentes de la industria ^ 
turistica cubana estin alentando el turismo alemin que en 1998 tuvo un ^ A
incremento de 71.6 por ciento con respecto al aflo anterior. Un total de 130,000 
alcmanes Visitaron Cuba. OCUnanHn el tercer \uoar en imnnrt;mria U

c

-------------— ■ ai ajiu diiiciiur. un loiai ae iju,uuu^emanes visitaron Cuba, ocupando el tercer lugar en importancia turistica en la 
IS la, tras canadienses e italianos.

Los expertos de la industria turistica cubana han llegado a la conclusibn de que las 
costumbres veraniegas de los alemanes son m^ compatibles con los objetivos del 
gobiemo cubano que quieren promover un turismo familiar y deportivo, en lugar /
de las vacaciones de solteros de muchos italianos, afectos a los amores tarifados,^~ J A
que hacen caso omiso de la moral socialista", indicd la Agenda Francesa de t
Prensa.

Ademds, segun las autoridades cubanas, los turistas alemanes se quedan mis Qhj^U.
tiempo y disponen de un poder adquisitivo superior al de otros paises . ^ J ---------

Este afio, el Ministerio de Turismo se prepara para un nuevo aumento de un 70 ^ (/,
por ciento en el flujo de ciudadanos germanos. Si ese cilculo se cumple, los //
visitantes alemanes sumarian unos 220,000, mis que los canadienses y los v/vr r?' J r' ^
Italianos que durante los liltimos tres aflos representaron los principales ^
contingentes de turistas a Cuba, con cerca de 200,000 visitantes por pais, pero 
cuyo numero parece estancarse, segun AFP. y v v /

Para este aflo, Cuba planea recibir a cerca de 1.7 millones de turistas, un 20 por ’
ciento mis que en 1998. El 84 por ciento de esos visitantes procederi, por orden Yi v-
de importancia numirica, de Alemania, Canadi. Italia, Espafla, Francia Gran
prrvision^ ofid’ escandinavos, Colombia y Suiza, segun las C- '
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Que Washington no Subestime 

la Habilidad Politica y 

Dictatorial de Castro
i entre el

con las'^diilJlIs
medidas tomadas por la Casa Blanca con resnecio a la

negociaciones previas entre Washington y Castro.
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Publicado el jueves, 7 de enero de 1999 en El Nuevo Herald

La apertura de Cuba, gran 

negocio para la Florida
Tallahassee —(Reuters)— La apertura del 

comercio con Cuba podn'a ser un buen negocio 
para las empresas de la Florida, el bastion de la 
poderosa comunidad de exiliados en Estados 
Unidos, indic6 un estudio divulgado el mierco-

E1 estudio, realizado para la legislatura estatal 
por la firma Arthur Andersen, fue presentado un 
dia despu^s de que el presidente estadounidense 
Bill Clinton, anuncid que suavizaria un embargo 
comercial impuesto hace 36 anos por Washing­
ton sobre la isla.

Las nuevas medidas incluyen menos restric- 
ciones para envi'os de dinero, servicios directos

de correo entre Cuba y Estados Unidos. y un 
incremento de las ventas directas de alimentos a 
compradores privados en la isla.

Segiin el informe, si el mercado cubano se 
abriera exigin'a capital, tecnologia de telecomu- 
nicaciones y unas 500,()()() casas, desplazando, 
potencialmente, a otros mercados latinoamerica- 
nos para companias de Miami y de otras partes 
de Estados Unidos.

Cuba, con unos 11 millones de habitantes, 
estd a s61o 145 kildmetros de Florida.

El estudio advierte que las compani'as de Ro- 
rida deben estar preparadas para una eventual 
apertura y democratizacidn de Cuba.



Pubhcado el luevesj^dejnerodejm en El Nuevo Herald

Medidas de EU dan que hablarRAUL RIVERO _____ ___________________________ iRAUL RIVERO
Eapucial para B Nutvo Herald 

Las medidas anunciadas esta 
semana en Washington por el 
presidente Bill Clinton que favo- 
recen la ampliacidn de contactos 
y ayuda al pueblo cubano suscita- 
ron diversas reacciones en la isla.

Hector Palacios Ruiz, de 55 
ahos, director del Centro de Estu- 
dios Socioldgicos, dijo a El 
Nuevo Herald; “Siempre vote a 
favor del embargo como un mal 
necesaiio pero que despu^s de 
la visita del Papa, el mundo ha 
tenido mayor interes por Cuba, y 
Estados Unidos como potencia ha 
dado un paso positivo para tratar 
de resolver la crisis cubana”.

"Estoy a favor de esas medi­
das, y que con ellas le quiten al 
gobiemo cubano un pretexto para 
sentirse sitiado, y les obliguen a 
iniciar la democratizacidn del 
pais antes de la visita del rey de 
Espana”.

El tema estuvo ausente de los 
medios de comunicacion este 
mi^rcoles, y tampoco aparecio 
entre los trascendidos de un dis- 
curso de Fidel Castro el manes, 
cuando habl6 por cinco horas 
sobre la lucha contra el delito.

Un punto que caus6 disgusto 
en sectores de La Habana, segun 
la agencia Agence France Presse, 
es la decision de aumentar los 
recursos a las emisiones anticas- 
tristas de Radio y Television 
Mam', porque —incluso segiin 
sectores de la oposicion interna— 
esto no aponaria nada al relaja- 
miento de las lensas relaciones 
entre ambos paises.

El reslo de las medidas que 
faciliian el envio de dinero a 
Cuba desde Estados Unidos, 
incrememan los vuelos charter 
directos. restablecen el correo 
hacia la isla y permiten intercam- 
bios culturales. cientificos v 
deponivos, parecen estar siendo 
estudiadas en La Habana antes de 
emitir una reaccion.

El ayuno informativo en 
medios de prensa oficiales no 
impidio. sin embargo, que el 
cubano de la calle recibiera filtra- 
ciones de emisoras radiales 
extranjeras.

Segiin Adolfo FernSndez 
Sainf. vocero del Partido Solida- 
ridad Democratica, el gesto "es 
positive en general. Es bueno que 
se establezcan vinculos directos

W %

I

Menes cubanos juepan beisbol cn las calles de la Habana. Muy pronto un equipo de las
podria visilar Cuba.

entre el pueblo cubano v el esia- 
dounidcnse. Es una comunicacion 
normal eniie persona^ que se 
aman. que se ban visto iniemim- 
pidas por las malas relaciones 
entre los pohemanies' .

Otro aspecKi muy discuiido en 
la isla. tue la negaiiva por pane 
de la Casa Blanca de crear una 
comision bipanidisia con el fin de 
revisar la politica de Estados Uni­
dos hacia Cuba

Manuel .\1or0a sccreiario 
teneral de la Comente Socialisia 
democratica Cubana, lamento 

que se rechazara la creacion de 
dicha comision "Lo que se 
impone a fines del milemo es una 
revisidn de la politica noneamen- 
cana hacia Cuba '.

"Las medidas son global- 
menie posnnas porque avudan a

ahviar la situacibn de la sociedad 
cubana y sustituye la diplomacia 
entre Estados por una diplomacia 
entre ciudadanos. Hay algunas 
medidas no viables como las que 
hablan de agencias gubernamen- 
tales ayudando a los independien- 
les' .

La estudiante Jamile Gorgoy. 
de IH ahos, le dio la bienvenida a 
las medidas. "No entiendo 
mucho de leyes y embargo, pero 
SI creo que hace falta aceptar 
cualquier tipo de ayuda. Estamos 
pasando mucho trabajo y necesi- 
dad. Nos hace falta medicina y 
comida. Ambos gobiemos deben 
pensar en eso".

La agencia France Presse 
sehalo que la iglesia catolica 
cubana se abstuvo de realizar 
comeniarios sobre el tema. "De

inmediato. TCr pane de la Confe- 
rencia de Obispos. no hay nin- 
guna declaracidn al respccto", 
dijo el padre Jose Felix, secreta- 
no adjunto de ese brgano.

La autorizacibn de importar 
alimentos y productos agricolas a 
cntidades independientes no 
gubemamentales, y al emergente 
sector pnvado fue una de las 
medidas que mas extraheza, 
dudas y hasta bromas genero 
entre los cubanos.

La posibilidad de que los pro- 
pietanos de los pequehos restau- 
rantes privados cubanos de doce 
sillas. conocidos en la isla como 
paladares, o que los vendedores 
ambulantes de fiambres, puedan 
imponar sus insumos de Miami, 
provoco interrogantes, dudas y 
hastu sonnsas.
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La politica hacia Cuba ha sido alterada y el 

embargo debilitado
Afirma el profesor Antonio Jorge 

Por ARIEL REMOS

Internet

Puente a otros 
Medios

"La politica norteamericana hacia Cuba ha sido alterada cualitativamente, y 
el espiritu del embargo, parte esencial de la politica de la contencion, que 

consistia f^damentalmente en el aislamiento del regimen castrista, resulta 
Evangelicas debilitado", afirmo e|^Dr. Antonio Jorge, profesor de economia y relaciones 

mtemacionales de la FlU, comentando las nuevas medidas que anunciaron el 
En la Onda del martes el Presidente Clinton y la Secretaria de Estado Madeleine Albright.

Por lo que se desprende de las medidas anunciadas en relacion con el 
embargo, para el profesor Jorge EE.UU. se ha resignado a que el proceso de 
la transicion a la democracia y al libre mercado en Cuba no habra de tomar 

lugar hasta despues de la desaparicion o inhabilitacion de Fidel Castro, como 
han confirmado en repetidas ocasiones la Secretaria de Estado Albright y el 
Subsecretario Stuart Eizenstat. Y, en consecuencia, la nueva politica hacia la 

Isla, que recuerda la estrategia del pin-pon que precedio la apertura con 
China, esta basada en concesiones unilaterales tendientes al reforzamiento de 
la sociedad civil con la esperanza de que esta pueda eventualmente constituir 

un frente de oposicion al regimen.

El profesor Jorge fundamento sus afirmaciones del modo siguiente: la 
politica de EE.UU. hacia Cuba ha pasado por varias etapas desde el 

comienzo de la revolucion castrista hasta el presente. La primera consistio en 
diversos esfuerzos por desestabilizar al regimen. La segunda fue una variante 
de la politica de la contencion de EE.UU. hacia la URSS a partir del final de 
la Segunda Guerra Mundial. Y la tercera se caracterizo por la inauguracion 

de la politica llamada de los "pasos calibrados", que hubiera consistido en el 
mtercambio gradual de concesiones de ambas partes para lograr una lenta 

transicion de la sociedad cubana.

Obviamente, la politica actual esta basada en los esfuerzos por parte de 
EE.UU. de ayudar a la creacion y el fortalecimiento de la llamada sociedad 

civil en Cuba", dice Jorge. "Esta politica ha sido adoptada en vista de la 
negativa del regimen a aceptar los terminos de la estrategia de los 'pasos

calibrados'".
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Como consecuencia. sipe diciendo Jorge, "EE.UU. ha decidido hacer 
concesiones unilaterales sin contrapartida alguna, con la esperanza de que a 
plazo extendido. esto pueda contribuir a la creacion de focos autonomos de

oposicion al regimen.

Segiin Jorge, estos acontecimientos eran claramente previsibles y. de hecho. 
con la excepcion de la venta de alimentos y equipo agropecuario a las 
llamadas entidades independientes en Cuba, el resto de las medidas 

propuestas se ajustan al contenido de los dos leyes que regulan el embargo 
la Ley Democracia (Torricelli) de 1992, y la Ley Libertad (Helms-Bunon)

de 1998.

En otras palabras", precisa, "el propuesto aumento de las remesas de 
recursos economicos a Cuba, la intensificacion de contactos entre diversas 
personas y grupos de ambas sociedades, el establecimiento del servicio de 

correos directo, y la autorizacion de vuelos de pasajeros desde distintas 
ciudades, forman parte de la estrategia de fomento de la sociedad civil, y 

encaja dentro de las dos leyes antes mencionadas".

En lo que se refiere a la venta de equipo agropecuario a organismos no 
gubemamentales (ONG), Jorge coincide con los comentarios hechos por los 

congresistas Diaz-Balart y Menendez, sobre que violaria el espi'ritu o la 
intencion del embargo, "y, por demas, en forma indirecta habria de beneficiar 
al regimen, ya que las ONG simplemente no existen en un regimen totalitario 

y colectivista como el de Cuba".

Como detalle adicional, afirma Jorge que "sin duda, los anunciados juegos 
de pelota de exhibicion entre los Orioles y un equipo cubano, recuerdan la 

famosa estrategia del pin-pon que precedio a la apertura a China comunista". 
Desde luego, anade finalmente, "queda por ver hasta que punto el regimen 

castrista esta dispuesto a comprometerse a la estrategia del pin-pon".

http://www.diariolasamericas.com/dlaexclu.html
1/6/99
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Cuba: ^Amenaza nacional o ficcion?
Por Manuel Cereijo

El regimen se encuentra en su momento mas debil, y por lo tanto en el 
momento de mayor peligrosidad.

OPCIONES

Especificamente existen tres opciones, desarrolladas por Cuba desde hace 
varios aiios, que le permite desarrollar un ataque no convencional contra los 

Estados Unidos causando un posible dano cuantioso en vidas humanas. Estas 
tres opciones, o sectores ofensivos, son:

1Entrenamiento militar de un cuerpo elite

2.- Espionaje e interferencia electronica de las telecomunicaciones y redes de
computacion

3.- Guerra bacteriologica y quimica

El reporte reciente del Pentagono. presentado por el Secretario de Defensa 
William Cohen menciona solo brevemente, y esto despues de ser revisado 

por las presiones del Senado. estas opciones. Sin embargo, el informe pone 
un enfasis mayor en el hecho que Cuba, dado que sus fuerzas militares estan 
diezmadas. ya no representa un peligro militar para Estados Unidos. Pero es 
que, aun cuando Cuba estaba en el cenit de su poderio militar convencional, 
nunca represento un peligro militar convencional contra este pais, cuba es un 
pehgro "no convencional" contra la seguridad de los Estados Unidos y para 
ello se ha estado preparando hace unos 15 anos. Y acabamos de comprobarlo 

con la detencion de este red de espionaje en Miami, donde algunos de los 
supuestos espias tienen una aha calificacion tecnica.

A continuacion describiremos brevemente cada uno.

1. Entrenamiento militar de un cuerpo elite

Desde mediados de la decada de los 80's. Cuba creo en Los Palacios, Pinar 
del Rio, en la zona conocida como el Cacho, una escuela militar, Baragua, 

donde se entrenan, muy profesionalmente, personal militar, especializado en 
ataques comandos. ataques militares relampagos, y cuerpos de infiltracion y

http;//www.diariolasamericas.com/dlacuba 1 .html
1/6/99
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de espionaje. El asesoramiento militar proviene principalmente de Vietnam.

Este grupo esta compuesto de unos 3.500 soldados. todos entre 20 y 30 anos, 
hablan ingles perfectamente, y pueden pasar por hombres de negocios o 

ejecutivos, si asi lo requieren sus actividades. El grupo esta capacitado. desde 
luego, para ser portador de armas bacteriologicas y quimicas. e introducirlas 
en los Estados Unidos. Asi como de interferir electronicamente las redes de 

computacion de bases militares, aeropuertos, industrias, etc.

Pregunta: ^Si Cuba es una isla, sin conflictos ffonterizos, por que mantiene 
esta base especial de guerra ofensiva a tan alto costo?

2. Espionaje e interferencia electronica

Las conversaciones telefonicas, los faxes y las intercomunicaciones via 
computadoras realizadas en los Estados Unidos, siempre que utilicen como 

medio de transmision tramos aereos, no soterrados, pueden ser interceptadas 
por la base de espionaje de Lourdes. Esta base, de 28 millas cuadradas, esta 
situada al sureste de La Habana, y trabajan en la misma 800 tecnicos rusos.

Rusia se ha gastado mas de $3,000 millones en esta base, y desde noviembre 
de 1996 ha mejorado los instrumentos y equipos por un valor de $85

millones.

Por el alquiler de esta base. Rusia le paga a Cuba $200 millones al ano. La 
base tiene dos grupos de platos o discos rastreadores y un sistema de 

satelites. Un grupo es para interceptar las llamadas telefonicas en general, y 
el otro grupo esta designado a funciones y mimeros especificos. Desde 1995,
Rusia comenzo la construccion de una base similar en Bejucal, esta para ser 

operada por los cubanos. Esta base fue terminada en febrero de 1997. Pero la 
base de Bejucal tiene una capacidad aun mas importante que la de espiar o 
interceptar las telecomunicaciones. Y este funcion es la de poder interferir 

las comunicaciones civiles, y aun militares de los Estados Unidos, en caso de 
un ataque comando o de un ataque bacteriologico. Antes del fallido golpe de 
estado de agosto de 1991, la KGB estaba desarrollando virus para introducir 

en las computadoras. con el objetivo de interrumpir los sistemas de redes 
computacionales durante un momento de crisis o de guerra. En 1991, un 

proyecto altamente secreto fue empezado en cuba por el directorio Militar de 
Inteligencia de las Fuerzas Armadas de Cuba.

El grupo se dedico al desarrollo de virus que pudiesen infectar las 
computadoras de los Estados Unidos. Al principio, se le asigno al grupo 

$50,000 para la adquisicion de datos sobre redes de computacion, SATCOM, 
y tecnologia en general. Esto se conoce como guerra tecnologica 

informativa. Es una nueva fase del terrorismo intemacional. Es muy dificil 
de detectar su procedencia. y ademas de la introduccion de virus, se 

introducen cbdigos erroneos. disiorsion. etc. que representan una amenaza a 
los Estados Unidos. Esto puede causar desde perdida de productividad, files 

erroneos, hasta confusion en operaciones militares en caso de una guerra.

Cada dia esta sociedad aumenla la concentracion de informacion, y 
dependencia en general, de las computadoras. desde el aspecto militar, a 

todos los aspectos civiles. Las computadoras con acceso a li'neas telefonicas 
pueden ser penetradas por inirusos desde cualquier lugar del mundo. Esto se 
realiza en una forma bastante simple, poco costosa, y muy dificil de detectar.

Existen ya muchos ejemplos de intromision de este tipo en redes

http://www.diariolasamericas.com/dlacubal.html
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computacionales de este pai's. Por ejemplo, en 1989, un grupo de Alemania. 
usando Hneas telefonicas tuvieron acceso a 250 sistemas de computacion de 

este pais, incluyendo por lo menos 90 sistemas relacionados, directa o 
indirectamente. con sistemas de defensa. Otro ejemplo lo es el de un grupo 

de jovenes holandeses que obtuvieron acceso a los sistemas de computacion 
de 34 localizaciones del DOD, incluyendo el Air Force Weapons Lab., y 

todo esto durante la Guerra del Golfo.

Este desarrollo electronico contimia en forma intensa, y presenta un peligro 
enorme en caso de un ataque dada la confusion y caos que tendria como 

resultado este tipo de interferencia electronica que afectaria todas las 
telecomunicaciones, las intercomunicaciones a traves de computadoras. los 
correos electronicos, etc. El desarrollo de esta capacidad requiere poco en 

cuanto a recursos monetarios.

3. Desarrollo bacteriologico y bioquimico

Desde principios de la decada de los 80's comienza Cuba sus esfuerzos en el 
campo de la investigacion bacteriologica y quimica, estableciendo los 

centros de Biotecnologia, de Ingenieria Genetica, de Medicina Tropical, de 
Inmunologia. de Cria de Animales de Laboratorio, el Biocen, el Instituto 

Finlay, la Academia de Ciencias, el Instituto de Oceonografia, y el centro de 
Preparaciones Biologicas, el Centro de Neuro Ciencias, asi como La 

Fabriquita. o centro de desarrollo de pienzo.

Numerosos ingenieros y cientificos cubanos ban recibido educacion y 
entrenamiento en la antigua Alemania Oriental, Rumania, China. Corea del 

Norte, Vietn^, asi como en Iran y en Iraq. Ha habido una cooperacion 
intensa desde 1992 con Vietnam y con China.

Desde 1991 hasta la fecha. cuba ha invertido aproximadamente $2,800 
millones en equipos. instrumentos. materiales, para todos estos Centros, con 

una aplicacion comercial minima, ya que solo ha comercializado ciertos 
productos, como vacunas contra la meningitis, vacunas contra la hepatitis, 
interferon, y otros productos menores, con un valor comercial de solo $80 

millones, producidas esporadicamente. con ventas a Chile, Brasil, Argentina.

Un ejemplo es el posible desarrollo de una toxina paralizante del sistema 
nervioso, desarrollado de investigaciones marinas. Este producto puede ya 

estar terminado y almacenado. listo para ser utilizado. Otro ejemplo es 
cuando en conjuncion con el Instituto Cubano de Oceonografia, y la 

Academia de Ciencias, realizaron un experimento que consistio en lanzar 
botellas desde las costas cubanas. con un mensaje que pedia a quienes la 

recibieran se comunicaran con la Academia de ciencias, pues era un estudio 
cientifico sobre la contaminacion de las aguas oceanicas. De esta forma, 

despues de dos anos de estudio. se determino el lugar de la costa cubana mas 
factible de enviar objetos flotantes que llegaran a las costas de Florida, 

Georgia. Louisiana, Texas, con mas rapidez y en mayor cuantia.

No olvidemos que para una guerra bacteriologica o quimica, no hacen faltas 
cohetes, ni portadores sofisticados. Botellas, contenedores, cajas, etc. pueden 
ser portadores de sustancias mortiferas que pueden causar dano o la muerte a 

miles de personas en una zona determinada. Productos bacteriologicos o 
quimicos. toxinas. etc. que pueden transportarse en un maletin, pueden 

causar la muene, por ejemplo, a 50,000 personas.

http://www.diariolasamericas.com/dlacuba 1 .html
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droga que se vende en el pais, que forman parte de un ciclo de consume que 
comenzo cuando eran adolescentes y que continua hasta la muerte, "a menos 

que algo intervenga" en su favor.

Asimismo, anuncio que el presupuesto antidrogas para el ano fiscal 1999.
que ernpezo el pasado 1 de octubre, ha tenido un aumento sustancial a 

17.800 millones de dolares, y que se usara una cantidad "significativa" para 
combatir el consume de estupefacientes en los centres penales.

El principal asesor antidrogas del presidente Clinton, dijo que el nueve por 
ciento de los presos del pais -900.000 en las carceles estatales, alrededor de 

500.000 en las de los condados y 105.000 en prisiones federales-, dieron 
positive en pruebas de narcoticos.

Clinton ha destinado un buen porcentaje de los nuevos fondos para la lucha 
contra las drogas, a programas de prevencion del consume en los centres 

penales, tratamiento sanitario a los adictos y planes educativos.

McCaffrey informo, ademas, de que se usara toda la tecnologia disponible 
para evitar que se introduzca drogas en las penitenciarias, y desvelo que este 

problema es mas ffecuente en las carceles estadounidenses.

Rey Husein hace escala en Washington tras salir
de Clinica Mayo

WASHINGTON - El rey Husein de Jordania hizo escala en Washigton para 
visitar la Casa Blanca y el Departamento de Estado, tras salir de la clinica 

Mayo donde se sometio durante seis meses a un tratamiento contra el cancer.

En una entrevista de media hora en la Casa Blanca, el rey y el presidente 
estadounidense. Bill Clinton, hablaron del ultimo pulso de Estados Unidos 

con Irak y de las dificultades del proceso de paz para Oriente Medio, asi 
como de las perspectivas economicas para la region.

El presidente prometio al monarca mas ayuda para Jordania, cuya economia 
se ha resentido de las sanciones economicas intemacionales contra el vecino

Irak.

Clinton, segun un portavoz de la Casa Blanca, indico a Husein que Estados 
Unidos considera a Irak una amenaza para la estabilidad en la region.

Precisamente hoy volvio a producirse un incidente entre los aviones de 
EEUU que patrullan la zona de exclusion en el sur de Irak y aparatos

iraquies.

Clinton y Husein hablaron tambien del programa por el que la ONU permita 
a Irak vender crudo para comprar alimentos y medicinas, ya que Jordania es 

uno de los principales paises que participan en esa transaccion.

Queremos asegurarnos de que esto no se convierte en una forma por la que 
(el presidente iraqui) Sadam Husein consiga ingresos de manera indebida", 

dijo el portavoz del Departamento de Estado, James Rubin.

Despues de visitar la Casa Blanca, el rey Husein se entrevisto en el 
Departamento de Estado con la secretaria de Estado, Madeleine Albright.

http://www.d4ariolasamericas.com/dlausa.html
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Tras la entrevista, el portavoz expresd la satisfacion con la que el Gobiemo 

de EEUU ha recibido la noticia de que el rey "ha completado su
tratamiento".

El rey Husein de Jordania estuvo ingresado en la clinica Mayo, en Rochester. 
Minnesota, desde mediados de julio, sometido a un tratamiento contra el 

cancer linfatico que ha dado buen resultado.

Mientras estaba en la clinica, el rey recibio algunas visitas de caracter 
politico e incluso se desplazo a Wye, Maryland, en el momento critico de las 
negociaciones de paz para Oriente Medio con el fin de ayudar a conseguir el

acuerdo de octubre pasado.

El rey visito Washington acompanado por su esposa, la reina Noor, que se 
entrevisto con Hillary Clinton mientras su marido se encontraba con el

presidente.
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lA go r' evo e 

cuanto a Cuba?
Por Julio Estorino

1 ano ha comenzado, en lo que a 
Cuba se refiere, con gran anima- 

— ^ ci6n. Apenas estrenaoo el mes de 
enero, la Casa Blanca anunciaba dos no- 
ticias a un tiempo. Una, la negativa por

1 »»f ^ Dill ___ ___

E
comision oipariiaista que evaluarla la po- li'tica de Washington hacia La Habana, pa­
ra hacer recomendaciones al respecto. La 
sugerencia habi'a partido de prominentes 
politicos y prominentes ex funcionarios 
de estado, con abundancia, entre ellos de 
destacados miembros del Partido Repu- 
bhcano, lo que ponia un ingrediente pe­
culiar e intrigante en la propuesta.

Como bien se hizo notar al conocerse 
este asunto, varies de los proponentes 
estan en la actualidad muy comprome- 
tidos con grandes intereses mercanti- 
les, ansiosos de hacer negocios con los 
castristas, a como de lugar, y ello 16- 
gicamente, levantd por aca justificados 
temores.

Esos temores, al parecer, obnuvilaron 
el juicio de algunos y, dados a lo rotundo 
y 10 categorico, le dieron rango de axio- 
ma a sus propias conjeturas, aseveran- 
do enf^ticamente que era indefectible 
el nombramiento de la comisidn de ma- 
rras y anadiendo que la misma formaba 
parte, supuestamente, de una secreta 
conjura en la que ya estarlan de per- 
fecto acuerdo Bill Clinton, el Papa, y 
Fidel Castro. Todo ello, seguia la trama, 
encaminado a "salvar" a este ultimo.

El caso es que la terminante predic- 
ton cumplio y el presidente Clin-
mrc-An 5°^- **Sl^*dada la idea de la co-

consensusen Washington en cuanto a la polftica 
a seguir con Cuba.

La otra noticia consistio del anuncio 
de una serie de medidas que Estados 
Unidos pretende implantar en sus re- 
laciones con Cuba. Digo "pretende im­
plantar", porque algunas de ellas reque- 
rirtan consentimiento del propio 
regimen al que se intenta debilitar con 
ellas y ese consentimiento aiin estd por 
ver. Las medidas anunciadas incluyen 
mayores facilidades para el envlo de dd- 
lares v expansidn de los de los vuelos 
a la isla, aumento de intercambios cul- 
turales, acaddmicos, cientfficos y de- 
portivos, el restablecimiento del servi- 
cio de correos directo entre los dos 
pafses y la autorizacidn de ventas de 
alimentos e implementos agricolas a en- 
tidades no gubernamentales de Cuba.

Para poder calibrar estas iniciativas 
con todas sus posibles implicaciones! 
nabria que tomar en cuenta la reaccidn 
de la dictadura, que, hasta el momento 
en que escribo estas lineas no se ha pro- 
ducido. Entretanto, solamente podemos 
evaluarlas a prima facie:

Los ddlares estan vendo ya, desde hace 
tiempo y en abundancia muy superior 
a lo que la ley permite, prdcticamente 
con cada pasajero que va a Cuba. Los 
que alia quieren viajar, lo han hecho 
siempre y lo continuardn haciendo, aun 
cuando no hubiera vuelos directos, co­
mo ya lo ha demostrado la experiencia.

Los intercambios, habrla que equili- 
brarlos para que fueran, de verdad, algo 
parejo para ambos lados, pero no deben 
preocuparnos demasiado, porque lo 
cierto es que todo el que de aqul va alM 
regresa horrorizado y todo el que de all4 
viene aquf, vuelve all6 maravillado.

Lo del correo no va a funcionar mu-

cho en el orden de las comunicaciones, 
3ues todos utilizamos mucho m^s el 
teiefono, pero presenta la posibilidad, 
SI llegara a concretarse, de convertirse 
en una via alterna para el envfo de pa- 
quetes de ayuda a la isla, via que serla 
mas econdmica para los remitentes y 
menos lucrativa para Castro y para las 
agendas que aqul se dedican a esos 
envlos. De paso, hay que acotar lo mu­
cho que ha tenido de positive la ex­
pansidn de las comunicaciones telefd- 
nicas, anteriormente aprobada.

Lo de las ventas a entidades no gu­
bernamentales es lo unico realmente 
de cuidado, pues serla compleja y ries- 
gosa su implementacidn. Dada la pe- 
quenez notoria de lo que pudiera fia- 
marse el sector econdmicamente 
independiente del gobierno en Cuba, 
habrla que ver edmo se asegurarla na- 
die de que el comprador no resultase 
ser, en realidad, un agente del rdgi- 
men. Y hay que ver, repito, lo que dicen 
por alia de todo esto. No me sorpren- 
deria que algunas de estas iniciativas 
de Washington muriesen al nacer li-
dle los castristas^^*"”^^"*^^^ ^ miedo

Lo de la negativa a la comisidn es lo 
verdaderamente importante. Si el pre­
sidente Clinton estuviese tan interesado 
en promover la eliminacidn del embar­
go unilateralmente, como algunos afir- 
man, ^qud mejor oportunidad que la que 
presentaba la peticidn de un grupo de 
notables" integrado mayormente por 

ex funcionarios republicanos? Me pare- 
ce pues, que el mensaje es claro y va 
directo a La Habana: no habrd cambios 
sustancia es por acd, si no hay cambios 
sustanciales por acd. Digo, al menos eso 
es lo que parece.
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Acusan a Clinton de 

ignorar al Congreso
Por ARIEL REMOS

Las nueyas medidas relaciona- 
das con el embargo comercial a 
Cuba, anunciadas el martes por 
el Presidente Clinton v la Secre- 
tana de Estado Madeleine Al­
bright fueron hechas de espal- 
das al Congreso y a la Ley y 
podrian nrovocar una seria con 
frontacidn con el Poder Legisla- 
^vo, fue el mensaje enviado este 
miercoles al Presidente Clinton 
por un grupo de congresistas que

Ben Gilman, presidente del Co-

provocar una conjrontacion

^st^do, y Ri­chard Newcomb, director de la 
Oficina de Control de Bienes Ex- 
^anjeros del Departamento del 
lesoro, para exnresarlpc cue

miW de Ifelaciones intemaciona- 
les Dan Burton, presidente del Co- 
miW de Reforma y Supervision 
Gubemamental, Ileana Ros-Lehti- 
nen y Lincoln Diaz-Balart, congre-
Sm fh Florida, y Chris
Srnith, por New Jersey, todos re- 
pubheanos, se entrevistaron en la 
oficina de Ros-Lehtinen con los 
funcionanos Michael E. Rannen- 
berger, a cargo del Burd de Cuba

uci uepanamento del Tbsoro, para expresarles sus pun- 
medidasanunciadas.

"Nuestro mensaje fue que la 

'Fasa a la Pag, lO-A Col. i)
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Acusan a Clinton de 

ignorar al Congreso
Administraci6n esti (Viene de la p^g. i-A) . i„<. ^
actuando sin contar 3 ^ P™'

gulan el ^nbargo deben ser im- Ranpenberger "Les exnrpsp Hpc plementadas ta! como ban side pues que "Inemos Klsmas
anunciSf; medidas metas en relacion con Cuba, que
anunciadas no estin en concor- es una transicion nacifica a^ la
arioQ objetiVOS deline- democracia y el respeto a los de-
la^He?m?R?rt humanos y que, apesar

diferencias que puSJ
c^n SS hiclendo conjun-

embargo, y estas medidas son
KuhtTneTa'^ARm'l'^^S . representante Burton dea- 
AMERICAS ^^ARIO LAS tac6 a los periodistas que la Ad-

mimstracibn Clinton encubrib
Dlaz.Balartloapla„te6alosal. “weTStemente en cT 

tos funconmos que la Adminia. lombia en el que eTrtgtnfen S- 
trac.bn pu^e escoger dos rum- bano estaba involu™ rdo
con eTconij^^fl^precisamente para no estropear
ci: q'i^„3fpeS?iL!rent ^1 »-»“
V iinanciamiento de equipos
agropecuarios, y estamos dis- La Administracibn riintnn 
puptos a usar todos los poderes anuncib el martes una serie Se 
?Hbunale7de^ii^ticia''^ ^ nuevas medidas que afectan el

tamo„t * ®^ trabajarjun- zbn que persigue reforzar la so-
?aT ?o n 7a" tTra f®" ^ disminuir
Caltr^minianf 1^® ^“^®^ dependencia del cubano del 

el plan que te- gobierno, pero muchos las ven
erprbcti^a ^on^te*® k®""® debilitamiento del em-
Irao^' ^ Hussein en bargo y una violacibn a la legis-

^ lacibn que lo regula.

RIO '"Adidas figuran el
si“b,ie"T;^^d'“ “vutteTeT/sajert

“sfuSkot",
pilSS Sr—™pero que bl les mdicb que la Ad- ^

Si mfts Pii
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Clinton con medidas quo ayudan al pueblo cubano
AP/Vtfasmngton

El presidente Bill Clinton anuncio ay^ medidas 
desiinadas a incrementar los contactos enire ci/-_ 
banos v norteamericanos, asi como a aumefdar 
significativamente las transferencias de ddlares 
de Estados Unidos a Cuba.

La iniciativa tambien contempla por pnniera 
vez la venta limitada de comestiblei de Estados 
Unidos a Cuba, asi como el establecimiento de un 
servicio directo de correos v el aumento de los 
vuelos fletados tambien directos a la isla.

"Estas medidas estdn destinadas a brindar ayu- 
da al pueblo cubano sin fortalecer al gobiemo " 
de la isla. dijo Clinton en una declaracidn.

Las medidas ‘estdn de acuerdo con nuestra po­
litico de mantener la presion sobre el gobienw 
para lograr cambios democrdticos por medio del 
embargo v las iniciativas diplomdiicas vigorosas. 
al tiempo que hallamos formulas para que nues- 
tros esfuerzos humaniiarios lleguen al pueblo de 
Cuba V lo as'uden a desarrollar una sociedad ci­
vil”, agrego el mandatario.

La Fundacion cubana ataca 
la politica del presidente 4-

JAVIER CASTANO vive el pueblo. La misna Uber-
piecUenie Ointon esii des- 

moMtiido el embargo a Cuba. 
atA-samuzando la lelacibn con 
IpiLCainB ir pot eso nos opo- 
oetnos a las nuevas medidas dc 
la Casa Blanca", dijo ayer Alber­
to Hemindez. presidente de la 
junta diiectiva de la Fundacidn 
Cubano Atnehcana. con sede en 
Miami.

Hemindez dijo a el diario'M 
PRENSA que esti hablando con 
los congresistas esiadounidense 
que apoyan el embaigo para aia- 
car la estrategia de) presidente 
Clinton. "Estas medidas son el 
ptimer peso paia quitar el embar­
go a Cuba y por eso vamos a lu- 
char con todas nuesuas fuerzas 
paradeienerlas".

Esa es la opinidn de Hetnin- 
dez sobie los seis puntos mds inv 
ponantes de la estrategia de la 
Casa Blanca bacia Cuba.

—De ahoiB en adelanie cual- 
quier persona puede enviat 
anualinente 1.200 ddlares a Cu­
ba, ^qud signibca esto?

"No estainos de acuerdo con 
esta medida, pero tampoco nos 
oponemos puesto que no es im- 
pottante. El Depanamento del 
Tesoro nunca ha actuado con fir- 
meza para regular el envio de di- 
nero a Cuba".

—iCdmo afeciari el incre- 
memo del oiorgamienU) de visas 
a quienes quieian visiiar Cuba?

“Es una medida que esti en 
conOB de la ley. Oebemos impe­
de que los empiesaiias empiccen 
a oomrrrialiTar con Cuba. Apo- 
ytmos el imercambio cultural y 
deponivo, siempre y cuando el 
gobietno cubano petmita que la 
gente bable sin lapujos sobre la 
npvigAi y la (alta de libeilad que

tad que uene cualquier persona 
cuando visila Estados Unidos "

—iOud impottancia tiene el j 
aumento de los vuelos a Cuba?

“Los vuelos directos s61o enn 
quecen a las empresas que con- 
trola Castro en Estados Unidos"
—cu&les son esas em- 

presas’

"No quieto meocionarlas por- : 
que serla darles impottancia y : 
tampoco me interesa discunr con 
esa genniza"

—iQut opina sobre los es- 
fuerios para restablecer el como 
directo hacia la isla?

"Esta medida la apoyamos 
porque le ototga detecho al pue­
blo de comunicarse con los aiba- 
nos que vivimos en esta naciOn 
Si Castro no acepia esta medida. 
entonces todo esie paquete debe- 
ni ser desechado. Asi es de im- 
poftame que haya cotreo direcio 
haoa Cuba"

—^A quien favoiece la venta : 
de insumos agricolas a entidades I 
cubanas uidepcndientes^ ;

“Esta es la medida mas ndicu- 
la y estiipida: en Cuba no hay i 
empresa privada. Ni siquiera res- 
lauiantes. Se negociard con Cas­
tro y su gente y no con el pueblo 
cubano La Fundacidn apoya la 
ayuda humanitaria a naves de or 
ganizaciones no gubemamenia 
les, pcto no este dpo dc apeituta 
comercial".

—iOud significa un mayor 
apoyo a Radio y Television 
Mann

“Se debe apoyar si la progra- . 
macidn le usa pan informal y : 
orientar al pueblo de Cuba sobre | 
los procesos demnaducos y so­
bre la bbeitad de ptensa. la cual , 
no enisle en Cuba".

iTA \ m

wmSi d

W-
Vi

EN LA BODEGA - Una muier recibe su racion mensual de pescado en La Habana. Las translerencias de 
tondos de estadounkJenses en beneticio de tamiliares o amigos residentes en Cuba, tue una be las medi­
das que autonzo la Casa Bianca _____________________ ___________

Nuevas disposiciones:
AFP/Washmgion 

Las nuevas medidas anunciadas 
ayer manes por el prtsideme nor- 
leamcncano Bill Cbnion. desunj- 
das j ■ incremcniar los comacios 
con el pueblo de Cuba", son Us s»- 
puieniev
■ Exicnder a tixlo rrsideme de Es- 
ladov L nidiN la posibiltdad de en- 
viai hasLi l.DK' dolarr^ anuA’s j 
tamii‘an,*' o amieos en Cubj Ac 
tualmente s*>|u la.^ perst>nas de on 
pen eurvino podian envur esj can- 
udad de dinem a sus iajnili*i'
■ Faciiua; l.i concesion de sisj' 
para amplia; eonuicu^- "de p^Tson.i 
a pervm.i . a U"j\eN de miercant

bios cn ambos scmidos de acade- 
micos, aiietas y aentificos.
■ Auiorizar nuevos vuelos charter 
direcios de pasajeros entre cmdades 
de lo.s dos parses, ademas de los 
ejusienies entre La Habana y Mia­
mi, para laciUiar la visiu a sus la 
miliairs de los cubanos exiiiados.
■ Esfuerzos para re.sLiblecer el co- 
rreo direcio hacia Cuba
■ Auionzar la venu de alimenios 
e insumos apricolas a cnudades m- 
depcrklicntes no gubemanienLile.s. 
mcluyendo prupos relipiosos v el 
emer^ente sector pnvado de Cuba, 
como resiauranies lamihares \ 
pranias pnvadas

‘Venta de comida y envio de dolares 

son politicas equivocadas’: Menendez
ROBERTO BUSTAMANTE

El anuneio de Ij \enLi de pn>Ouv 
tll^ cl'me^llhle' j ( un,) \ el ju 
meni.i su.miheaiisi' en el envm ue 
d»>larfN J Ij tslj. h.i Md«* eahhe.id" 
jver p«*f el conereMNi.i Hon Mi 
nende/ corTW' poliiiej equiuvadj 
de la adminisiraoon Clinton

MenenOc/. uuien t>o\ se rrumrj 
con el viLTpresidcnie Al (in^re du 
ranie rl homenaie de los rvporseT> 
lanies dcrTxx.Taus en cl C onprev. 
mosm' su dcsctimcnio con Us nuc 
vas medidas lonxodas pix |j admi 
nistroi. ion Clinton en relation 
C uba, junuue hi/o una solj satvr 
Uod ci>n Ij eiiminjcion de Ij posi 
bilidad dr t«rmar una comisum u 
pi’ kisMnper que csrudie la polmcj 
de los bsitMlos Lmdos hacu U isla 

"Me C’^ucharon en que no se 
debt do; inrfrni.ij a unj comjsn>n 
gue no cs eieeida ni csia rrsruldj 
da s es nus gue no hjce mncuru 
talLd manifesto Mcnende; res 
peao a la rrtcndj a>m)s>on 

Precise Menendez gue la medi 
da de vrnder pmducios alimenu- 
cios a Cuba beneficiara de mock) 
poiencial aJ regimen de Casiro 

U01C4 q<y3ruaartdnjk).pibeo

namrnial en Cuba es Cantas, y 
sinualmenie no hay ninpiin olro 
prupo tndependienie, y eso de 
sender raciones es una politica 
egut\(K.ada indicd, refinendose 
J Ij nuesa iniciauva en la comer- 
aaii/acidn de produces con>esii- 
bles a la isla. 'Esie asunio de ven­
der producios apricolas es una 
presion de los senadores rcpubli- 
canos porgue cllos son los que cs- 
lan mas mieresados en csie Dpo de 
comerciaiizacidn".

El conprcsisia por Nueva Jer- 
ses rechazo la apenura de la oans- 
icreneia de dolares a cualquier cu­
bano "Eso da pie para que el par- 
udo SAKialisu len Estados Unidosi 
pueda enviar dinero a Cuba, 
lavorezco si cl dinero e.s enviado a 
los disidemes > opositores del re 
pimen, porque un dolor en Cuba 
es un dolar cn cauuveno".

Reaccion de 
exilio cubano

La Fundacion Cubano Ameri­
cana a irav6^ de su directo en Nue­
va Yori-Nueva Jersey. Rembeno 
Perez. c)ipres65u rechazo a la un- 

-p)aniBcabf>-de-^a cenu«idn<k c^-

■ Fortalecer los rccursos pubema- 
meniaJes desunados a las anucaN- 
tristas Radi(> y T\' Marti, que emi- 
ten desde Miami. Washmcion e^- 
ludia ademas la posibilidad de 
iransmilir propramas desde otros 
puntos de Estados Lnidos.

Las medidas de Oexibili/acion 
se suman a las adoptadas por VVas 
hinpion en mai7o de tras l.i 
visila a Cuba del papa Juan Pablo 
11 En esa oponunidad. Esiado^ 
Umdos habiu reinsiaurado li>s vuc 
los chaner directos entre Miami \ 
La Habana auionzado el en\io li 
milado de remesas por tamiliares 
radicados en Estados Unidos. \ 
permiiido un incremento dc la 
venta de medicamenios a la isla

dio qu. cl lider del exilio cubano 
Jorpe Mas Canosj. cn vida calilito 
de “CabaJki de Troya". porque su 
meij era desarticular el embarpo 

"Siemprc hemos esiado de 
acuerdo con el envio dc alimenios 
V avuda humanitaria. pero debt* 
indicar que no hacer falia vender, 
porque este pais puede donar. Alia 
en Cuba no hay un sector pnvado 
y es muy dilicil csiableccr qulene^ 
son los apnculiores independien- 
ic.s. explico el lider cubano-amen- 
cano en Nueva Jersey, en clara 
oposicion a la venu dc prtxiucios 
aiimcmicios al sector pnvado que 
no existe cn el repimen de Fidel 
CasDo. sepun mdico.

Aclarb Perez, que la^ nueva' 
medidas ditundidas por la admi- 
mstracibn Clinton no son el fin del 
embarpo econbmico contra Cuba, 
y es imporunie que lo cubanos no 
se sorprendan con los fines propa- 
pandisucos del repimen ca.stnsu 

En opinion de Lionel Rodri 
puez. penodisu del exilio cubano 
cn Nueva Jcivy. los anuncios de la 
admmisirarion Clinton no son luda 
nuevo. y por cl conirano se esta 
dandoaiDCOienolegal.aiasuuu- .
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Hay que ir a la rai'z del conflicto cubano
/ J ichard Nuccio. quc ocupo el car- 

go. cn cl pasado. dc conscjcro dc 
•A V Chmon cn cl caso dc Cuba, dijo 
algo muy inicrcsantc: “No hay ninguna 
ofena quc nosoiros podamos hacer quc 
cllos no csicn dispucsio a rcchazar’ Sc 
rcfcna a Casiro y aludia a la pclicula 
The Godfather. Mis claro: cualquier 
cosa que le propongan los amcncanos a 
Casiro va a scr rcchazada. A prrmera 
visia sc podna pcnsar quc hay algo irra- 
cional cn cslo Esic hombrc no accpia 
nada. Esia hombrc no quicrc negociar. 
Esie hombrc cs miransigcnic. Esic hom- 
bre loma csio como prcicxio para ale- 
rrarsc al podcr. Esic hombrc cs un barba- 
ro. No hay mancra dc emenderse con i\ 

Corrccio. Es muy comprcnsiblc la 
rcaccion quc produce cn mucha.s gcnic.s 
la conducia dc Casiro. Sin embargo, si 
Nuccio. y lanios oiro.s luncionanos amc- 
ncano^ que tienen una vision distorsu»- 
nada del caso cubano. sc adeniraran un 
poco cn el compicjo mundo dc la con- 
cicncia hisionca del cubano. podnan cn- 
icnder mejor la situacion. No me rcficro 
al cubano dc Miami, quc cs. cn ngor. un 
mcrccnano. cn cl senndo mas csincio. 
pucsio quc sc ha puesio al .servicio de 
los imerescs amencano.s y no puede en- 
lender la posicidn cubana. Me rcficro al 
cubano quc no ha roio los lazos protun- 
dos con su ongen. no impona si vive cn 
Miami o cn la isla Y me rcticro. sobre 
todo. al cubano quc carga lodavia viva 
la hisiona dc su pais, con lodos lo.s in- 
gredienies mamanos quc csia iicnc 

La maniobra que rcahzaron los amen- 
canos cn Cuba desde cl I dc cnero dc 
I898 hasiacl 20 de mayodc 1902 (Rooi 
y Wood) para cscamoicaric a los cuba- 
nos los 30 ahos dc lucha por la indepen-

dcncia y scpuliar cl ideano dc Mam cn 
cl olvido dc|6 una huclia profunda cn la 
concicncia del cubano Y no me refierc' 
a la masa sino a los grupos mas cons- cienics

Hay quc prccisar No luc necesana la 
ocupacion mihlar de la isla cl I dc encro 
de 1898. No tue ncccsana la inicrven- 
cion miliiar de Ij isIj por los amcnca- 
nos. Hubo un engaho cn la Rcsoiuciun 
Conjunia por ia cual sc rcconocia por cl 
Congreso amcricano 
cl dcrccho dc Cuba a 
scr librc c indepen- 
dicnic. Elihu Root. 
con cl rcspaldo dc 
McKinley pnmero \
Rooseveh dcspucs. 
manipulo > sobomo j 
los cubano.N. empe- 
zando por cl propio Gomez, quc rccibio 
dincro dc Wtmd s sc (.onvmu) cn com­
plice de la iarsd. lal tc/ por ignorancia. 
HuNi maldad amcncanj cn la dilusidn 
dc la idea dc quc los cubanos cran scmi- 
saivaics c incapjccs dc gobicmo propio. 
HuN) inlamia cn cl desarme del cicrciio 
insurgenic cubano Hubo algo smicsiro 
cn la poliiicj parj obligar j lo> cubanos 
a acepiar )d.% condlclonc^ quc les ponian 
los amcricanos pjrj rcorjrsc del pais 
“O dCCpijn nuCNirjN conJuumcN (hn
mienda Plan i o no n< v amo' . sc dco j 
Hubo algo miserable cn guerrr amcricj- 
niz.ar cl pais cnvijnOo mjcsiroN amerh 
canos a Ids cscucljs parj csijhlctcr cl 
ingics como iengud ohcijl s por ulomo 
cnvijr mdCsO(»s cubanos j Hafsjrj pjrj 
guc vinicfjn a las csiucU' j amcri^am- 
zar a li*s cubanos L.i mrnuhjjd dc hli- 
hu k(HM s l^onardo Wikh). cn 
la misma guc iicncn h««s )os Richard

LUIS
ORTEGA

Nuccio.s dc Washingion. Es dccir. nego- 
ciar. imponcr condicioncs. torzar ia ma- 
no. traiar a Cuba como una dcpcndencia 
amencana. Esocs irrcal 

Cuandu sc Icen cn cl Miami Herald 
los aniculos dc Carlos AIbcno Monia- 
ner. cn los cualcs sc plantca cl caso dc 
Cuba como si la isla luera una depen- 
dcncia de los Esiados Unidos a la cual 
hay quc imponerle rcglas uno entiendc 
la conducia dc Casiro Moniancr repre- 

scnia la rcaparicion 
rnodema del platlts- 
la del 1901. Cuan- 
do sc Iccn los ani­
culos dc un edilor 
del Herald llamado 
Jim Hampion. un 
hombrc quc ha lo- 
grado disimuiar un 

caudal CJiiraordinano dc ignorancia so­
bre el icma de Cuba y que sucle planicar 
la icsis dc los “pasos calibrados". es de­
ar, “iii haces esio y yo hago esio oiro". 
O scasc. quc cs lo mismo que cn aque- 
llos ires aho.s y medio de 1899 a 1902. 
"Tu ic somclcs y acepus nuesiras condi- 
Ciones o seguimos ocupando miliiar- 
mcnic la isla y no nos vamos”. Y ahora. 
“O ic agachas o ic aplasiamos".

Esc lapso dc iiempo dc 1899 a 1959 
duranie cl cual Cuba luvo quc vivir bajo 
la luiela de los Esiados Unidos cs. preci- 
samentc. lo quc explica ia conducia in- 
transigcnlc de Casiro. que cs companida 
por cl secior mas lucido de la poblacion 
cubana. Ahi esia la raiz del conflicio 

Micniras los Richard Nuccios y los 
Jim Hamptons csicn hablando de impo- 
neric ctmdicioncs a Cuba (pasos calibra­
dos) iropezaran con un muro infran- 
qucablc. En la concicncia hisionca del

cuham' ya lan dolorid.i. lo guc osi.i \ o 
gcnic cn CMOS nempos. \ sobre iod>' 
dcspucs dc 4o ahoN dc sulnmicrno' c- 
la conviccion dc quc lo.s EsiadO' l.ni 
do.s. como una reparaaon ncccsana. uc- 
ben sacar.las manos dc Cuba, deben su' * 
pender cl embargo-bloqueo s hasia dai 
excusas al pueblo dc Cuba pt)r cl enmen 
comciido. deben iraiar a Cuba c(»n rc-- 
pcio y accpiar lo guc Cuba dcud.i sobic 
su propui dcslmo sm iraiar dc micricm 
cn los asunu>s dc la isla. Y deben. sobre 
lodo, dar los pa.sos necesano para disol­
ver. dc algiin modo. cl Ninchc dc mcrcc- 
nanos quc ban insialado cn Miami para 
amenaz.ar a Cuba Elios lo crcar«in \ 
cllos dehen liccnciarlos Elh>s ban sijo 
siempre los agrcsorcs.

,.0uc esio Cs exagerado ' Clan> quc l«' 
cs. Pero lambicn luc exagerado invadir 
a Cuba cn 1898 y obligar a los cubanos 
a accpiar cl siaius scmitolonial. hue 
exagerado pasarsc lanios ahos. hasij 
1959. traiando a Cuba como una simple 
dcpcndencia informal. Fuc exagerado 
dcclararic la guerra a Cuba a pariir dc 
1959 y traiar dc mvadirla con un gnjp(» 
dc combaiienies a sueldo. Ha siUo exa- 
gcrado y criminal cl cslucrzo quc ban 
hecho para arrumar al pueblo dc Cuba 
duranie 4() ahos. Lo corrccio cs quc rce- 
lifiqucn y busquen la amisiad y respeto 
dc los cubanos. Eso no cuesla nada. Cu- 
i>a es hoy el lugar mis adoiondo v an- 
gusiioso de la America. Es una llaga pa­
ra cl prc.siigto amcricano. Y Casiro. no 
sc engahen. ha venido a rcprcscniar esc 
dolor Sc ha elcvado a la condtcion dc simbolo.

Luis Onega «s un p«nod«ta cubano raoicaoo 
en Miami

El Presidente debe renunciar
El presidcnic Bill Chmon. debe 
seguir el eiemplo del congresisia 
Bob Livingsion y renunciar. o cl 
Senado debe cnjuiciarlo y desii 
luirlo de la Presidencia Con su 
hipocrcsia y su falia dc lemor a 
Dios. Bill CTinion cogc una Biblia 
debajo de sus bra/os. se va a una 
iglesia a hour lagnmas. mieniras 
que por cl oiro lado. laliando u>do 
respeto a Dios y su Sania Palabra. 
tirma la ley del abono parcial. 
convirticndosc asi cn cl Hcrodcs 
dc nuesiros iicmpos cuando envia 
y firma ia Icy para quc maicn a 
ios mhos dc aquel enionces 

Miemras que los politicos dc 
ht)y dia al igual quc Poncio Pila- 
los loman encucsias. y al ver quc 
la mayoha de la nacion desca per- 
donar los enmenes de Barrabas y 
CTUcificar a Jcsucnsio, y micniras 
aiin muchos minisiros del evan- 
geho quc su irabajo y deber cs

prcdicar y cnschar Ij moral v l.i 
dcccnua, umbicn olviUan su rc' 
ponsahilidaj Nosoirov icncmo^ 
quc daric gracia-v a Dio' porque 
hav uno\ p<H.(»s dc pi»liiiLds quc 
sm imp«>njrlc la opinion del ptj
bllCt' Csljn dispucsii

PIDOUlomjf dci I- 
sionc' NC • 
nas V honosu^ v no sc lasjn Ijs 
marniN ^.omo Piiaios p»>r niicd*' j 
pcrdci sus posiuorK-s

Com.i presidcnic dc la (Kean- 
zauon Oc Mmisiros Hispjrv>s dc 
Nesv YtKL csiarc oreani/jndo \ 
molivando ci cuerpn dc MmisiroN 
Hispanos dc la Ciudad s cn lus 
proxtmos dias naremos una dc 
mostracion puhluj i*. repudm al Presidcnic

Rev. Ruhm Ihu 
bn»m N ^

Insatisfecho con columnista
Guicn> fv>r CMC medio, cxprc.sar 
mi insjiisfaccion pi*r los cscnios 
dc Mantcrc Arcc Ls mas sensa- 
lo n:v.on»vcr, guc somos hiios dc 
una pjirij invadida, prciendcr 
cicrtci dc 'ijnkcc p<'r posccr 

una ciuda-

^AUIBRA danij im- 
pucsij cs 
algt» un

io jOsurd>'
Nada icncmos cn conira dc la 

cmigfai ion m dc los quc por nc- 
ccsidad adguicrcn la ' ciudadania 
Yankee Una tosd cs la impost- 
cion \ otra la adguisitir>n No 
Milo cn Pueno Rico sc iicncn las 
malcids preparadas para vcnir a 
esic pais

Lsio sucede dondc quicra quc 
cxisian neccMdadcs Pen) nadic 
cn Su sjno luicio pucdc preten­
der scr algo quc no cs. nosoiros

los latinos no neccsiiamos que 
los angles nos quicran. pero si 
que nos rcspcien. No icngo la 
mas minima imenaon dc polc- 
mizar con la hermana Manicrc. 
pero considcramos saludabic 
aclarar algunas cosas quc ella 
pasa por alio al retenrse a nucs- 
iros pueblos, sm analizar con 
protundidad cl ■'mogolio' polin- 
co dc la paina del maestro Albi- 
z.u. Cuesia trabajo hacer cstc iipo 
dc criiica. pnmero. porque no 
queremos cnladar a nadic y sc- 
gundo porque sc corre cl nesgo 
quc no sc le publiquc a uno por 
dilcnr con quicn ticnc la veniaia 
y la tacilidad dc los mcdios. 
auriquc sabemos quc esa no es la 
regia cn el diario

En cl aniculo, “La novcla real 
que luc cl 1988". Manicrc nos 
narra escenas de lodo el mundo

mcnos dc Puerto Rico, quc di- 
cho sea dc paso luc cl satncic 
mas hablado. comcniado y repu- 
diado lamo en Puerto Rico como 
cn la diaspora; el mal llamado 
picbiscilo dc Pedro Rosscllo go- 
bemador colonial dc Puerto Ri­
co. dondc cl pueblo cmiiio su 
sutragio cn contra dc la ancxibn 
y cicipaycria dc los mcondicio- 
nalcs a Washington

Por ultimo quisicra acluraric a 
la amiga Manicrc quc cn Cuba, 
cl dia dc Navidad luc sacado del 
calcndano oficial dc dias Icna- 
dos. pero no se Ic prohibib al 
pueblo (csiciar. cl quc dtga lo 
conirano. cs ignoranic dc la ver- 
dad o lo hacc por complaccr a alguien

Franklin Flores Silva 
Nueva York. N Y
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las Huevas Medidas de Washinaton 

Demiitan el Emearqo Contra Ca^iiT

surgiesen una serie dp que de esa Corrusidn

una coi^si6nVev"sora nero .p^‘'s ^ i^cialiva de 
^das sumamente ala^iSames >

............. .. “ ujciaaura de Caslro.
pa^r:<^dTj“„fe';::s"e„" elJs" “esa-
aJgoqueesloqursusHtuvl^arTn^f^^
propuesto ese grupo Las medlda Castro habria
biernoharrinP=.^^„™_,T^‘‘'*" 9“'“ a aprobar el e<v

riencias de Cuba v de
situacidn econdmiba forUJece MsIdblTd" i® 
especiaJmente de las dictaduras t Sob'ernos,
conrirmaii la regia ExcSn^ nlt^ 5«epciones que

tr,S'»s£lSiHi?P=sionisUs o inversores extriniei^^n?„ ^ K'^ndes uiver-

Uusidn. Ademds. los qt "rbaTai

su familia o n “ WeDiI. . •■" Cu»>a -de

r.!7^feS5„t3£^€irs^'?^“n?: 
S,";srr„.7^S,; s

Washington’s New Measures Will 
Ease the Embargo Against Castro

The Cuban exile reacted strongly against a proposed bi-

of Fidel Castro because 
‘‘“"f'or that such a com­

mission wuld lead to a number of moves favorable to that 
mctatorelup. Now, the Administration has said ofriciallv that

irei^tiT fPfP'^.of the Cuban peoW Those meas-
h^n.^ ^ *" eeneral- the same that would
be propo^ by the mentioned commission based on the 
cntena of its members who, although belonging to both

5r«rdrss;s"tt;4'""®'" 

d,s^^sr»?i;?i;s;trg‘^„ssss,s
Md t^t ulUmately favors Castro. The measures that the Amer-

fTren'^tfi'nJm ^ Gnomic situaUon

bmt!" ones to have a fundamental interest in the "sta-

^^'Ssss'zj'ai'ssiss.fr;
“rAS

iSTsr
reported "Changes" includes the authorization 

in n.h '^r'" *" **"'* »' 2»0 a vear to anyone
rials" a^mJ^ur^Z.'" *" Co'nn’unist ofn-
H.ni»;i f "’7“®“'^® 's '’®r> Strange, perhaps unprece- 
win additional monev that Cuba
thmnolfl ‘"‘alitarian Statb wealthie?
through Uxes or currency exchange rates. And the other 
measures are along those same Unes...
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vuelos, y 

mas dinero para Cuba
Washinglon busca aumenlar contaclos entre FF mi ^ri /

p.r A.UP., BKMOS UVy Cubu al margen del gobierno
f > lE'uu’ti » 71“'!SP="'i'-Tal como informamos en nues- 

Ira edici6n de ayer, el Presidente 
Clinton anuncio este martesuna 
sene de medidas en relacidn con 
Cuba, que complemenfan las 
que autorizo en marzo pasado 
tras la visita del Papa a la Isla, 
para aliviar la situacidn del pue­
blo de Cuba sin beneficiar aleo- 'p'^iua.menie sc pueden

s.gu„ „ deCracidf preaiden- b, .«!S/sfrS'r.S"aS:

Ahora DoHr;i pnviarcA

niaz-nalart

-------^^...>,..,.141 JCI^ 1 ciiitrbci:)permitiendo a cualquier 
residente en EE.UU. (no 
solamente a los que tie- 

^ nen familiares en Cuba) 
V.j enviar cantidades limita- 
f das tanto a familiares co- 

mo a organizaciones inde- 
pendientes del gobierno.
(Actualmente so pueden

del gobierno)

Expandir el contacto 
de dos Vlas de persona 
apersona.atraves dein- 
tercambios acad^micos 
atl^ticos, cientlficos, 
culturales y otros.

V.., a wt.c.-, Liuuacies aaemas de

f mi, con el propdsito de facilitar 
la reumficacidn familiar a per- 
^P^^s^que no vivan en esas dos

Men^ndez

J ^...u.....yoiros, m.r ma ciudader

Graham *'^utorizar la venta de Men^ndez ♦ a . u.

,, jira"SaSS„d,e„,.

sSSilisHS ISf^fSS t'-iS-atESiS
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EE.UU.: mas vuelos y 

mas dinero para Cuba
(Viene de la pag i-A)

ninton, la Secretaria de Estado, 
Madeleine Albright comparecib 
ante la prensa para dar a cono- 
cer con mas detalles las nuevas 
medidas, y las razones por las 
cuales se estaban tomando. Se- 
nalb la Secretaria que no obs­
tante las esperanzas 
que habia sembrado 
el viaje de Su Santi- 
dad Juan Pablo II a 
Cuba hace un ano, el 
gobierno cubano no 
ha mostrado el me- 
nor interbs en restau- 
rar las libertades al 
pueblo. "Al contra- 
rio", dijo la Secreta­
ria, "las autoridades 
ban side sumamente 
fuertes en aplastar 
esfuerzos para expre- 
sar discrepancias o para movi- 
lizar apoyo a los derechos hu- 
manos".

Ademas de las medidas anun- 
ciadas por el Presidente Clinton 
y la Secretaria Albnght, el Sub- 
secretario de Estado Stuart Ei- 
zenstat dijo a DIARIO LAS

Einiestat

que modificarla y no resolverla 
mediante una onlen ejecutiva. 
Dijo haber recomendado a la 
secretaria de Estado Madelei­
ne Albright revisar esa medi- 
da, que seguramente provoca- 
ria una confrontacibn con el 

Congreso

Por su parte, el 
congresista demb- 
crata por New Jer­
sey, Bob Menendez 
se siente esceptico 
con el aumento de 
las ventas de ali- 
mentos y productos 
agricolas a Cuba, 
por los beneficios 
potenciales que po- 
drian representar al 

__ gobierno de Castro
No quisiera que los alimentos 

enviados al pueblo de Cuba se- 
an racionados por el regimen 
La unica organizacibn no gu 
bernamental (ONG) en Cuba 
es Caritas; no existen virtual 
mente otra organizaciones in 
dependientes en la Isla capa- 
ces de hacer tales compras

i^diiu uescario la crea- cjon de una comisibn bipartidis- 
revisar la polltica de 

EE.UU. hacia Cuba. La razbn 
para ello, dijo. es que la polltica 
norteamencana en relacibn con 
Cuba es Sana, clara y goza de 
respaldo bipartidista"

Informb asimismo que la Ad- 
minsitracibn pedira al Congeso 
aumente los fondos a Radio Mar- 
ti y TV Marti. A Radio Marti por 
la gran penetracibn que tienen 
sus transmisiones a Cuba como 
fuente diaria de mformacibn cla­
ve al pueblo de la Isla, y a TV 
Marti para veneer la interferen- 
cia que mantiene el regimen de 
Cuba para que no entre su serial 
en Cuba.

Otra de las medidas autoriza- 
das de acuerdo con las anuncia- 
das por el Presidente, es la de 
celebrar dos juegos de pelota de 
«hibicion en marzo, uno en Cu­
ba y otro en EE.UU.. entre los 
Orioles del Baltimore y una se- 
leccibn nacional cubana cum- 
phendo cierlas condiciones. Es- 
ta rnedida ocupa el primer 
cintillo del Washington Post de 
este martes.

iin.iuvcn ei aumen- 10 de elementos para forzar eJ 
cumplimiento de) embargo la 
posibilidad de ONG creadas 
por el gobierno para adquinr 
esos alimentos. particular 
mente productos agricolas es 
muy real"

La Fundacibn Nacional Cuba 
no Arnericana objetb tambien la 
idea de "vender" alimentos v 
equipo agricola a grupos no gu 
bernamentales mal llamados 
negocios privados". ya que en 

Cuba no existen los negocios pn 
vados, que son emblema del I ibre 
mercado democratico. v lo que 
sblo se refuerza con el'lo es la 
percepcion de que lo que mueve 
la polltica exterior de EE UL 
es la codicia y servir los inte 
reses corporativos

Para el sociblogo del Miami 
Uade Communil> College. Dr 
Jiwn Clark, el conjumo de me 
didas anunciadas por el gobier 
no son una mezcla de querer 
quedar bien con la comunidad 
cubano-americana. \ debilitar 
por otro lado el embargo "iion 
como se dice, una de cal v otra 
de arena", dijo

Eizenstat hizo hincapie en que 
las medidas se tomaban en an- 
ticipacibn "al inevitable cambio 
a la democracia que sobreven- 
drA en Cuba cuando fallezca Cas­
tro, o quede incapacitado" y con 
tribuirian a fortalecer la- ayuda 
a su sufrido pueblo. Afirmb asi­
mismo que no respondian a ne- 
gociaciones con Cuba, sino que 
estarian adoptadas unilateral- 
mente por el gobierno estadou- 
nidense, con el propbsito, por 
otra parte, de fortalecer la so- 
ciedad civil en desarrollo. tan 
importante en una transicibn a 
la democracia.

Un vocero del gobierno de Cu­
ba declarb a la CNN sobre el 
anuncio que se iba a hacer, que 
la linica rnedida de EE.UU. que 
aceptaria seria la del levanta- 
miento incondicional del embar­
go.

El senador de mas antigiiedad 
de la Florida, demberata Bob 
Graham, dijo que las medidas to- 
madas por el gobierno nortea- 
mericano son saludables y con- 
sistentes con las leyes actuales 
que rigen las relaciones entre 
EE.UU. y Cuba. Graham se unib 
a los legisladores de la Florida 
y New Jersey que aplaudieron 
la decisibn de la Administracibn 
Clinton, de no nombrar una co­
misibn especial para revisar la 
polltica hacia Cuba. Graham 
concluyb diciendo que "estas 
medidas sirven para separar al 
pueblo cubano del gobierno bru­
tal y autoritario".

El congresista republicano 
por la Florida Lincoln Diaz 
Balart. habia objetado previa- 
mente que se permitiera la 
venta y financiamiento de ali­
mentos y productos agricolas 
entre particulares de aqui y de 
alia, por violar claramente la 
ley del embargo, ya que habria

The New York Times subraya 
en su edicibn de este martes 
la coincidencia en la naturale 
za y la oportunidad del anuncio 
de las medidas hecho por la Ad­
ministracibn. con un informe 
del Consejo de Relaciones Ex- 
teriores (Council on Foreign 
Relations), en el que se propo- 
nen medidas similares a las 
anunciadas

El informe aboga, entre otras 
cosas, por aumentar los conlac- 
tos entre ciudadanos de ambos 
paises: por eliminar el limite de 
viajes a Cuba y al dinero que se 
puede enviar a familiares; por 
levantar la mayoria de las res- 
tricciones a la venta de alimen­
tos y medicinas y ayudar a or- 
ganizaciones no
gubernamentales a asistir al 
pueblo de Cuba; por aminorar 
las restricciones para que ven- 
gan de Cuba a EE.UU. acade- 
micos. artistas. atletas y funcio- 
narios del gobierno cubano. El 
informe del CFR fue redactado 
por Bernard W Aronson y Wi­
lliam D. Rogers, este ultimo uno 
de los proponentes de la comi­
sibn bipartidista que fue recha- 
zada por Clinton.

The New York Times inicia su 
intormacibn sobre el anuncio di­
ciendo que "Estados Unidos esta 
listo para que mbs personas y 
mas dinero afluyan a Cuba" Y 
esto naturalmente hace pregun- 
tarse a unos si las nuevas me­
didas debilitan o no el embargo, 
y afirmar a otros, por un ladoi 
que se trata de maniobras que 
concluiran en confrontacibn con 
el Congreso por parecerse cada 
vez mas a una normalizacibn de 
relaciones con Cuba; y por el 
otro, que este aumento de con- 
tacto y de afluencia de dinero 
ayudara, en efecto, a promover 
la democracia y el respeto a los 
derechos humanos.
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Orioles de Baltimore 

aun no quieren hacer 

declaraciones sobre juego 

de exhibicion en Cuba
Declaraciones del Departamento de Estado

Por VIVIAN CRUCET

La organizacibn del equipo de 
peloLa Orioles de Baltimore de 
la Liga Americana Profesional 
no emitib un comentario sobre 
la propuesta del Departamento 
de Estado de EE.UU. de que ju- 
garan dos partidos de exhibicion 
entre los orioles y la Seleccibn 
Nacional Cubana, ganadores de 
la medalla de oro olimpica, co- 
mo parte de un nuevo tratado de 
relaciones con la Isla.

Kevin Behan, vocero de infor- 
macion publica para los Orioles, 
en la oficina de Baltimore dijo 
que la organizacibn emitiria sus 
comentarios pronto.

"Aun no podemos anunciar nada. 
En cuanto podamos, le haremos sa­
ber a la prensa", dijo Behan

Sin embargo, funcionarios del 
equipo Onoles han estado hablaixlo 
con la Administradbn Clinton des- 
de 1995 para hacer posible estos piar- 
tidos. F^ter Angelos, propietario de 
los Orioles es uno de los grandes 
contribuidores al Partido Dembcra- 
ta. La gesbbn cesb con el derribo 
de las avionetas de Herm2inos Al 
Rescate en febrero de 1996 por parte 
de pilotos de la fuerza aerea cu­
bana.

Al preguntarsele la fuente de

(PasaalaPbg. 10-A Col. 3)

Orioles de Baltimore aun no 

quieren hacer declaraciones 

sobre juego de exhibicidn en Cuba
(Viene de la pbg. 1-A)

donde se habia derivado el es- 
coger a los Orioles entre los 28 
equipos profesionales en las Li­
ps Nacional y Americana, Be­
han dijo que sabia, pero no podia 
decir nada. "Siento ser tan vago 
en las respuestas, pero, aiin no 
podemos dar comentarios ni sa- 
bemos cuando hablaremos con 
la prensa"

Por parte del Departamento de 
Estado, se anuncib que los Orio­
les y el eouipo cubano jugarian 
dos partidos de beisbol, uno en 
Cuba y otro y olro en la ciudad 
de Baltimore. La orpnizacibn 
de los Orioles ha recibido incluso 
permisode Washington para via- 
jar a La Habana a finales de esta 
semana y discutir las posibilida- 
des de llevar a cabo los partidos

durante la temporada de exhi- 
bicibn que comienza en marzo. 
Uno de los asuntos a tratar es 
que, como parte del embargo ha- 
cia Cuba, el gobierno de Fidel 
Castro no se beneficie moneta- 
riamente de estos partidos y que 
las ganancias monetarias de las 
ventas se destinen a organiza- 
ciones o agendas de caridad que 
a su vez ayudaran a ciudadanos 
cubanos

Al cierre de esta edicibn, la Se- 
creatria de Estado, Madeline 
Allbright, se encontraba hacien- 
do declaraciones espectficas so­
bre la nueva politica de la Ad- 
ministracibn Clinton hacia Cuba 
en la que se plantea el juego de 
beisbo
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Casa Blanca rechazo crear comision para 

revisar politica hacia Cuba
WASHINGTON, Ene 4 — (AFP) — La Casa Blanca rechazo la 
propuesta de crear una comision destinada a revisar la politica de 
Estados Unidos hacia Cuba y Washington se dispone a anunciar en 
cambio una serie de medidas para favorecer los contactos con la isla, 
indicaron este lunes fuentes del Congreso.

La creacion de esa comision implicaba un cuestionamiento del 
embargo aplicado por Estados Unidos a la isla desde hace casi 
cuatro decadas.

Varios influyentes senadores republicanos y democratas, apoyados 
por los ex secretaries de Estado republicanos Henry Kissinger y 
Laurence Eagleburger, habian recomendado su creacion en octubre 
pasado.

Su objetivo seria ' conducir un analisis objetivo, reflexive y racional 
de la politica estadounidense actual hacia Cuba y sus consecuencias 
sobre el resto del continente", segiin los autores de la propuesta.

El Gobiemo del presidente Bill Clinton descarto esa opcion pero 
decidio en cambio adoptar una serie de medidas hacia Cuba dentro 
del estrecho margen que le permiten las leyes norteamericanas, 
indicaron las fuentes del Congreso.

"La decision de no crear la comision es una buena noticia, pero 
necesitamos saber mas detalles sobre estas nuevas iniciativas, para 
aseguramos de que verdaderamente ayudaran al pueblo de Cuba, y 
no al tirano", dijo a la AFP Juan Cortinas, portavoz de la 
represent.ante republicana Ileana Ros-Lehtinen (Florida).

Segun las fuentes, a pesar de rechazar la propuesta, el Departamento 
de Estado se dispone a anunciar una serie de medidas para 
incrementar los contactos con el pueblo de Cuba, en particular a 
traves del envio de mas alimentos y de una expansion de vuelos 
desde Miami a La Habana y tambien a otras ciudades de la isla.

Se anunciara ademas un incremento de los servicios de correo hacia 
Cuba, asi como nuevos esfuerzos para impulsar el respeto de los 
derechos humanos en la isla y un aumento de los fondos destinados 
a Radio y TV Marti, emisoras anticastristas financiadas por el 
Gobiemo norteamericano que transmiten sus programas desde 
Miami.

Los congresistas norteamericanos del sector anticastrista se 
opusieron en bloque a la eventual creacion de la comision, 
afirmando que la misma estaria integrada por cabilderos de grandes 
empresas que buscan levantar el embargo y negociar con Castro.

En noviembre pasado, la secretaria de Estado norteamericana.

http://www.elherald.com/docs/080412.htm 1/4/99
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Madeleine Albright, se entrevisto con tres legisladores opuestos a la 
comision para intercambiar ideas, entre ellos Ros-Lehtinen. 
Asistieron ademas a la reunion el democrata Robert Menendez, de 
Nueva Jersey, y el representante republicano Lincoln Diaz-Balart, de 
Florida.

Los partidarios de la comision estimaban en cambio que esta deberia 
ser creada siguiendo el modelo de la "comision Kissinger" sobre 
America Central, establecida por el presidente Ronald Reagan en 
1983 para poner fm a los conflictos en la region.

La politica estadounidense hacia Cuba no ha sido revisada desde la 
instrumentacion del embargo contra la isla en 1962, reforzado por la 
ley Helms-Burton, aprobada en 1996.

Una buena parte de la opinibn publica estadounidense y medios 
empresariales denuncian regularmente las consecuencias del 
embargo, mientras que en el piano intemacional, el aislamiento de 
Estados Unidos hacia Cuba se hace cada ano mas patente.

Copyright © 1999 El Nuevo Herald 
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Lawmakers oppose 

any study of easing 

sanctions on Cuba
By Anthony Boadle 
Reuters

WASHINGTON - Three Cuban- 
American members of Congress met 
with Secretary of State Madeleine 
Albright on Tuesday in a bid to head 
off a proposal they say could bring 
closer ties with Cuba and> ease 36 
years of economic sanctions.

“The Clinton administration would 
be sending (Cuban President) Fidel 
Castro a very nice Christmas pre­
sent, one he does not deserve, if it 
creates this commission,” Rep. 
Ileana Ros-Lehtinen, R-Fla., said af­
ter almost an hour with Albright

The idea was proposed by 15 sena­
tors, mostly Republicans, who wrote 
to President Clinton a month ago sug­
gesting a bipartisan national com­
mission to review sanctions against 
Castro’s island state.

Three former secretaries of Saite-. 
in Republican administrations — 
Henry Kissinger, George Shultz and 
Lawrence Eagleburger — backed 
the idea.

“They are seeking nothing more 
and nothing less than to end the eco­
nomic sanctions against Castro,” 
Ros-Lehtinen said.

Rep. Lincoln Diaz-Balart, R-Fla., 
said the policy review was being 
urged mainly by US. agricultural 
and pharmaceutical firms and oth- 
,ers wanting trade with Cuba.

Diaz-Balart, who is related to Cas­
tro, said US. taws since 1962 have 
banned lifting the economic sanc­
tions until Cuba frees its political 
prisoners, legalizes political parties 
and labor unions and schedules dem- ^ 
ocratic elections. j

Rep. Robert Menendez, D-N.J., the 
only Democrat among the three Cu- 
ban-American lawmakers, said Al­
bright assured them the administra­
tion had not made up its mind.

But State Department spokesman 
James Rubin said the proposal has 
“some merit."

“We are giving every consider­
ation to this proposal, which is 
backed by a sizable group of senators 
and former senior officials,” Rubin 
said. “We are considering questions, 
such as the composition and man­
date of the commission.”

Given Cuba’s reluctance to under­
take political reforms, Rubin said, 
the State Department was looking at

whether a bipartisan commission 
could promote US. goals of protect­
ing human rights and helping demo­
cratic change on the island.

The 15 senators, led by John 
Warner, R-Va., said in their OcL 13 
letter to Clinton that many Ameri­
cans are concerned about the effects 
of Washington’s Cuba policy on US. 
interests and on the Cuban people.

The senators, mostly from farm­
ing states, include such conservative 
Republicans as Rick Santorum of 
Pennsylvania and Chuck Hagel of 
Nebraska.

Another six senators have signed 
on to the proposal since the letter to 
Clinton, including Richard Lugar, R- 
Ind., chairman of the Agriculture 
Committee and a leading advocate 
of changing US. sanctions policies.

The senators said in the letter the 
commission should include repre­
sentatives of the US. business com­
munity, human rights groups, the 
military, churches and the Cuban- 
American community.

Many Cuban-Americans staunchly 
oppose any relaxation of the US. em­
bargo against Cuba.

But critics say it is a Cold War i elic 
that has failed to oust Castro and 
needs reviewing.
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By Jill Lawrence 
USA TODAY'

NEW ORLEANS - California 
Gov. Pete Wilson is leaving his state 
sound and for the most part satisfied. 
But his legacy to the Republican Par­
ty is something else again.

Wilson rode to a second-term vic­
tory in 1994 as the champion of a 
proposal to deny government ser- 
vice§to illegal immigrants, including 
education for their children. The Cal- 
ifemia GOP, and to some extent the 
natioiial party, have yet to recover 
from the consequences.

"Ever since then they’ve turned 
off Latino voters," says Mark 
DiCamillo, director of the nonparti­

san Field Insti­
tute Poll. “You 
can see it in 
their registra­
tion numbers 
and you can 
see it in every 
subsequent 
election.” 

Wilson de­
fended his re­
cord and did 
not rule out a 
second run for 
the presidency

Wilson: 'Turned 
off' Hispanic voters
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in an interview last week at the Re­
publican Governors’ Association 
meeting in New Orleans. He accused 
California Democrats of "a con­
scious, deliberate campaign of well­
poisoning” to turn Hispanics against 
Republicans, and said he felt “damn 
good” about decisions he’s made as 
governor.

Yet all around Wilson were signs 
of his party moving in a different di-. 
rection. Governors and lawmakers 
talked of diversity and inclusion. Mi­
nority politicians were showcased. 
Rising stars boasted of their appeal 
to Hispanic voters. - 

The leading Republican presiden­
tial prospect, Texas Gov. G^rge W. 
Bush, drew nearly half the Hispanic 
vote in his election sweep this month, 
one exit poll showed. “It’s very im­
portant for the Republican Party not 
to be seen as anti-Hispanic,” Bush 
said in an interview last spring. He 
said he and Wilson “disagree on edu­
cating the children” of illegals.

Sen. John McCain, R-Ariz., anoth­
er potential White House candidate, 
got more than half the Hispanic vote 
last month, an exit poll found. He 
^ed the GOP showing among His- 

: teriiQs in qali^mia “disastrous.”,
,/.yi4^ny;analt^ trace the decline to 
f.iS84jbnd P^c^ition 187, the propos- 

al to end services to illegal immi- 
" , grants. WilMn later reinforced the 
tyiipage bYpuihing to end affirmative 
“acfiop and l^lingual education. • . 
k?/ ffiop.'ijub^atbrial candidate Dan 

6p )osed the- anti-bilirigual. 
“hi d^liis Spanish'-Sp^king 

<ls *>r^him..StilI, he got 
-..., ®isp^cjvbfes*-%d Sen-'
ate chndid^'Matt Fong drew 23*^.

..Tjietreijtljdirtis the party's riatlbhal 
pit^pbcts te WeU. In 1996, GOP presi­
dential nominee Bob Dole attracted 
3ust‘219'c: of the Hispanic vote in Cali­
fornia. DiCamillo estimates the 
nevi^ Hispanic voters in the state' 
are fegistering p-to-1 Democratic and

wonders if even a Bush or a McCain 
could tame a backlash some Republi­
cans privately term devastating.

Private research shows nearly 
eight in 10 Hispanics in California 
have a negative impression of Wil­
son. He is not, however, the only rea­
son the GOP is often perceived as 
anti-immigrant. Among the others:

► Protectionism and walling off 
the Mexican border were hallmarks 
of commentator Pat Buchanan’s 
1992 and 1996 presidential bids.

► In 1996 the party endorsed a 
constitutional amendment ending 
automatic citizenship for children of 
illegals born in the USA.

► Rep. Bob Dornan, R-Calif., 
charged that stolen votes gave Dem­
ocrat Loretta Sanchez her 1996 vic­
tory and forced a fraud investigation 
that alienated Hispanics.

“The Republican Party has a face 
of intolerance,” acknowledges GOP 
analyst Leslie Goodman, former 
deputy chief of staff for Wilson. How­
ever, she says it’s bom of GOP stands 
on social issues such as abortion and 
equal rights for gays — and that Wil­
son “embodies tolerance” because 
he supports legal abortion.

Wilson said he has taken princi­
pled stands on difficult issues In the 
case of Proposition 187, he said tax­
payers were footing a $3 billion an­
nual bill for services to illegal immi­
grants. “You have to recognize real 
problems and deal with them. By 
ducking them you avoid the respon­
sibility of leadership,” he said.

Some observers see more oppor­
tunism than leadership in his actions 
Virginia Muller, a political scientist 
at the University of San Diego, said 
the California economy was shaky in 
1994 and voters were anxious about 
people they perceived as costing 
money and taking away jobs: “Wil­
son understood that resentment and 
fear and articulated an anti-immi­
grant agenda.”

Still. Wilson is rated a good gover­
nor who improved education, re­
duced crime and presided over a 
boom economy. A recent poll found 
70% of Californians think the state is 
headed in the right direction.

That is why associates fully expect 
a man who mounted a short, discour­
aging campaign in 1996, and now 
finds himself a symbol of much his 
party wants to disavow, to explore 
another national race. “I can’t imag­
ine that he wouldn’t,” Goodman said. 
“You don’t know unless you try.”
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Nominee 

for envoy 

^ ob quietly 

50wed out
Reports surfaced 

of link to Cuba

test after some of her answers to 
the FBI’s questions showed minor 
inconsistencies, the officials said- 

The FBI questioning began a 
short time after a 1993 story in Mi­
ami’s Diario Las Americas news­
paper reported that a Cuban intel­
ligence officer had defected and 
revealed how the DGI was plan- 
oing lo target Miss Aponte at the 
White House for recruitment.

T7DT Miee Annnt^

By Bill Gertz
THE wASHiNcroN TIMES______ ________ WhTte Hou^ for recruinnent.

President Clinton's nominee for The FBI believed Miss Aponte 
ambassador to the Dominican Re- was targeted because of her close 
Dublic quietly withdrew last fall personal relanonship from 1986 to 
amid questions about a Cuban in- 1994 with Roberto Tamayo, a 
telligence scheme tO recruit her as Cuban-American with close nes to 
a spy within the White House. Cuban government and intelU- 

Mari Carmen Aponte, a His- gence officials. Miss Aponte broKe 
panic community activist who off her relationship witn Mr. 
helped raise funds for Mr. Clinton Thmayo after he traveled to Cuba
and the Democratic National Com- in 1994. , e-
mittee in 1996, withdrew her White House National Security 
nomination in October after prob- Council spokesman David Leavy 
iems surfaced relating to her past said Miss Aponte withdrew her 
relationship with a Cuban-Amer- nomination Oct. 25, six months 
ican who the FBI said had close after the president nominated her, 
ties to Cuba’s intelligence service, for “personal reasons." He de- 

The president is still consider- cliiied to comment when aSKecl 
ing Miss Aponte for a position on about any Cuban spying scheme, 
the Federal Housing Finance "There is Still a strong behef 
Board, a regulatory agency. The within the administration that she 
post also requires Senate confir- could be an asset and a produc^ 
^tion. public servant in the future,” Mr.

a lawyer who
in l^vember 1993, Miss Aponte helped raise funds m foe Hispanic 
was Sfoned b^ FBI agents communi^r for the Clinton c^-. 
Tbout a%t by agents of the Cuban paign in 1996, could not be reached 
intelliaence service, known as the for comment. A woman Who an- 
DGI to recruit her as a spy. ac- swered foe telephone at her resi- 
cording to officials who spoke on dence said Miss Aponte was in 
foe condition of anonymity. gentina and could not be reached.

One State Department official WL?r”r^omment 
said Miss Aponte had trouble re- '^^^‘^^^onte^^fodrawal from 
ceivingatop-seCTet sKur^d^- consideration for the Dominican 
ance required for dplomanc g^e was
post because of quKUon^out ^y the Senate Foreign

However, in April 1994 she refused 
FBI requests to take a polygraph

agents had sensitized her to future 
contacts that might involve Cuban 
influence.

According to foe officials. Miss 
Aponte said she had no evidence 
Mr. Thmayo was a Cuban agent, 
but told him after foe FBI inquiries 
that she wanted no furfoer con­
tacts with his “friends” in the Cu­
ban Interests Section in Washing­
ton.Mr. Thmayo’s regular contacts 
with foe FBI apparently allayed 
hfiss Aponte's conce^ about any 
ties to Cuban intelligence. How- 
ever. Miss Aponte said she had sus- 
picions about Mr. Thmayo’s intelli­
gence connections after she was 
contacted by the FBI in late 1993- 
She arranged a meeting between 
Mr. Ttaiayo and FBI agents inves­
tigating the spy recruitment effort, 
the officials said.

Miss Aponte said she confronted 
Mr. Thmayo about the ties to Cuban 
intelligence and he denied any re­
lationship with the Castro govern­
ment, the officials said-

Retired FBI Agent Ed Joyce said 
that while working as a counterspy 
he questioned Mr. Tamayo reg­
ularly about his contacts with 
Cuban officials in Cuba and at 
Havana’s Interests Section in 
Washington during foe late 1980s, 
But he said he did not believe 
Mr- Thmayo was a professionally 
trained intelligence officer work­
ing for foe DGI.

“Roberto was a fellow who had 
interests in all camps,” Mr. Joyce 
said. Mr. Joyce said "the Cubans 
knew Roberto was talking to me’ 
and he was wary of doing anything 
that would anger foe Cuban gov­
ernment and prevent him trom 
making visits to foe island.

The former FBI agent said Mr 
Thmayo was a valuable source of 
information about some of the per­
sonalities within foe Cuban Inter­
ests Section in Washington and 
that he assumed Mr. Thmayo spoke 
to Cuban agents about his conver­
sations with foe FBI. "I was getting 
information that I couldn’t get 
other places," Mr Joyce said.
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