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REMARKS [By HR. JORGE MAS CANOS A 
CHAIRMAN OF THE CjOBAN AMERICAN NATIONAL FOUNDATION 

CUBAN INDEPENDENCE DAY COMMEMORATION LUNCHEON
MIAMI, FLORIDA 

MAY 20, 1994
i

IWhosoever builds, also dreams. Today we are commemorating a

work that was the result 

must speak to our comp

of a dream. On each occasion in which we 

atriots, we attempt to find something

significant, profound anid transcendent which will contribute to
i

establish a clear sense Of direction for our national agenda as a
I

community of exiles in a[diaspora that has already lasted far too 

long. Today, after heading the words of our President, Bill 

Clinton, we must express our enormous gratitude and recognize in 

him a man that has demonstrated vision and loyalty for the cause of
I

universal freedom, and especially for the freedom of our country — 

Cuba. i

IToday is a day of celebration because this afternoon, in spite

of all that has been sai d and written concerning Cuban-Americans

and the torrent of crit:icism that has rained down upon this
t

community, the words of our Apostle, Jose Marti, have been 

fulfilled. The will of a nation has been forged in a crucible of 

duty, a crucible of idealls and aspirations that are fused together 

in a vocation and commitment to the freedom of the people of Cuba, 

and the desire to redeem our native land.
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This afternoon/ it i 

to divide and separate

s clear why there has been such an effort 

us Cubans. I share my table today with

illustrious Cuban-Americans from the Democratic Party. I remember

when, on May 20, 1981, just several blocks from this Omni Hotel —

there at the Four Ambassadors [Hotel] — we stated that; "The Cuban

American National Founds 

politics. The Cuban Ameri

tion has not been created for partisan 

can National Foundation is not Republican 

nor Democrat. The Foundation is Cuban-American. It has been
conceived to defend the ideals of a free and democratic Cuba, not

!
to play partisan politics ."

This beautiful message that all of you have heard from 

President Bill Clinton, continues to make good the promise that he

Tampa one week before the elections, when 

indidate looked at me in the eyes and
1

declared: "I am going to support the embargo. I am going to support 

the cause of a free Cuba. I am going to support Radio and TV 

Marti." Two years later, President Bill Clinton makes us proud of 

his leadership by asserting in his message to the Cuban American

made to us in the city of 

the then presidential c

National Foundation that 

statement. The President 

and aspirations of all

fulfills the promises that he has made to a people who suffer, a

people who struggle. Tw

"the time has come for Cuba." with that 

of the United States echoed the longing 

Cubans. This is how a national leader

o years later. President Bill Clinton

fulfills the promise he made to the Cubans who live in freedom. Two
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Cubans, Republicans anc 

Democrats that have made

years later, we all gather together — liberal and conservative

Democrats, illustrious Cuban-American 

possible this message.

This afternoon, we can clearly state with pride that, in this 

crucible of freedom, the Cuban soul is united. Sharing with us are 

Maria Elena Toraho, a woiian that feels for and thinks about Cuba; 

Paul Cejas; and Jorge >ere2, a young Cuban that was born in 

Argentina and who feels strongly and deeply the pain of the Cuban

with us at this luncheon a Cuban from the 

ike Alfie Fanjul, breaking bread with a 

exiled president of the Confederation of 

ando Pomar, the soul of the Cuban nation 

’’eternal Cuba", the Cuba that is always 

3, or the lineage of men or women, the 

die in the feelings and thoughts of each

people. And when we have 

entrepreneurial class, 1 

humble black Cuban like 

Cuban Workers union] Fac 

becomes one. Because the 

above the colors of rac 

"eternal Cuba" refuses to

and every Cuban, regardless of wherever one finds oneself, or the

good fortune with which 

scarcities some of us ma^

some of us may have been blessed, or the 

be forced to endure.

While I was watching 

[before Rep. Charles Rai 

realized that on that occ 

made fourteen years ago 

Foundation was going to 

Cuban people and that :

the video of our testimony in Washington 

gel^s hearings on U.S.-Cuba policy], I 

iision we had also fulfilled the promise we 

— that the Cuban American National 

fight for the democratic ideals of the 

: was going to speak on behalf of all
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Cubans. The Foundation'^ mission was not only reflected in the 

testimony we delivered in the hostile environment of those 

Congressional hearings, kn environment extremely critical of the 

Cuban exile community; out also in the Cuban American National 

Foundation's defense of the people of Cuba who walk the streets of 

the island each day. Ovir organization has provided support and
refuge for those, who unc^^̂ er the most absolute abandonment known in 

the history of the Americas, toil and struggle for the freedom of 

our homeland.

Yesterday evening - 

Jose Marti — in the El 

young Cubans, women and m 

wreath at the foot of a 

defiance of the regime, 

the virtues and the right

The Cuban American 

whenever the opportunity 

that have gone through 

Caridad Roque, who is h

speaks of the struggle of

May 19, the anniversary of the death of 

Cerro neighborhood of Havana, a group of 

en, challenged tyranny by laying a floral 

statue of our Apostle [Jose Marti] in 

By remembering the Apostle, we remember 

of our people to fight for their freedom.

National Foundation must also extol, 

presents itself, the memory of the women 

:astro's political prisons. Women like 

ere with us this afternoon, and Gisela

Sanchez. This is why we must remember that, when President Clinton

the people of Cuba, we cannot forget the

humble presence here today of Vilma Fernandez and her young son,

Pablo, a Cuban woman that 

resources, forsaken, dis

has just arrived from the island, without 

oriented, uprooted, who left behind in
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Castro^s political prisons her husband and dissident leader, Pablo 

Reyes. Thank you, Vilma.

How many of us here know of Pablo Reyes? Pablo Reyes was a 

man who, with a tape recorder under his arm, for months and months 

dared to challenge Castro's tyranny by interviewing the Cuban 

people on the street and transmitting these interviews back to Cuba 

through the U.S. governient's Radio Marti and The voice of the 

Foundation radio. He was the first Cuban on the island who 

gathered hundreds of interviews from the general populace in Cuba
j

in support of the Cuban Democracy Act, the bill sponsored by 

[Congressman] Robert Torricelli which is the cornerstone of our

policy recommendations in 

redeem the rights of the
Clinton has once again pledged his support this afternoon. Pablo

was arrested on the chaz 

dark and sad prison cell 

that this video has al 

courageous enough to giv 

their future and their we 

would know that there 

solidarity, and who bear 

that the "eternal Cuba" - 

dreams — has not peris 

nation.

the search for freedom and our efforts to 

Cuban people, a bill for which President

ge of "independent journalism." In his 

, amidst torture, Pablo Reyes must know 

so been made possible because he was 

e up his life, to sacrifice his family, 

1-being, so that the nations of the world 

are Cubans with dignity, who ask for 

the sacrifice as examples to the world 

- the democratic Cuba of our forefathers' 

led in the heart and soul of the Cuban
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the Castro dictatorship

Think of Joel Duenas, a young epileptic Cuban, imprisoned by

and later released on account of the

international pressure brought to bear on the regime by the work, 

the perseverance and the persistence of the Cuban exile community, 

a community that 34 years later continues to cry out for freedom 

and justice for our peofle. An exile community, that like those 

remarkable Cubans I have just mentioned, place aside all 

partisanship and do not forget their heritage or the future of our 

people to which they, to<|), like all of us, belong-

Let us not forget the women of Cuba. Angela Herrera of the 

Cuban Democratic Coalition or Caridad Acuna of the Maceista 

Movement for Dignity. Le: us also remember those women who today 

remain in Castro's political prisons — women like Carmen Arias, 

Maria Elena Aparicio and Aurea Feria. Let us remember Clara Boitel, 

a mother who saw her son assassinated in the political prisons of 

Cuba, just like the mother in the township of Regia that only a few

days ago saw her son beat 

Castro regime.

en to death by the repressive mobs of the

All of us in this 

that no one can deny us: 
our love for Cuba, brigh 

spanned the farthest rea

com today are responsible for something 

Ijiaving kept alive the torch of freedom and 

tened by a resplendent light that has 

dhes of our universe.

When the Cuban exile community has been the victim of powerful

6
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critics, when we have uijustly received the permanent wrath of 

those that cannot admit nor recognize that our people continue the 

struggle after all thes^ years, it has been the Cubans in the 

factories of places like Hialeah, the Cubans who last night watched 

with pride as Rafael Palmeiro of the Baltimore Orioles continued

Cubans who, like those in the tobacco 

iey West a century ago during our War of 

, have persisted in their support, have 

, and have not lowered the flag of freedom 

and the hope of returning to a homeland of liberty, a homeland of 

prosperity.

That is why, on this occasion, as we anticipate that the end

his hitting streak, the 

factories of Tampa and K 

Independence [from Spain 

held fast in the trenches

is near, as we observe tt

factories of New Jersey

lat the President of the United States —

Democratic President Bilp. Clinton, in whom Castro had placed so 

much hope for a change i|i U.S. policy towards Cuba — echoes the 

feeling of our people by laying that "for Cuba, the time has come", 

we must also pay homage to the Cubans in Hialeah, the Cubans in the

and New York, and to those Cubans in 

California, in Puerto Rico, and even in Moscow, that have not 

forgotten their homeland.

The 20th of May is 

among our compatriots thf 

poor, black and white, 

conservatives. This is

Iso a propitious date to extol the unity 

t we contemplate here today — rich and 

democrats and Republicans, liberals and 

an excellent opportunity to reiterate a
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promise that the Cuban A; 

we will never betray our 

who have placed your trus 

managed to weather this

Having faced Castro 

large segments of the wo

rican National Foundation has made; that 

;)eople, that we will not fail those of you 

: on our shoulders, those of you that have 

storm for over 34 years.

and his allies, like the Soviet Union and 

rid press, the Cuban American community,

through virtue and hard work, has been able to overcome the petty

differences that plague a LI humanity and are able today to tell the

world that we Cuban Americans — as we stated emphatically in the 

U.S. Congress — are not going to apologize for our success, for 

our achievements, or for our triumphs. We are not going to be 

relegated to second class citizenship in this world.

If President Clinton, along with the civilized nations of the 

world, can procure, rightly so, the return to Haiti of the 

democratically elected Piesident of that nation — an action with 

which we sympathize ani which has our support — then the 

international community of nations, the U.S., government, and 

President Clinton should ^ot prevent we Cubans from also attempting

to restore in Cuba not a 

system, using the same r

the use of arms against

that make up the Security

man but, more importantly, a democratic 

^sources that this country is willing to

utilize. President Clinton has not discarded the possibility of

the dictatorship in Haiti. This is a

legitimate action in the 4yes of this government and of the nations

Council of the United Nations, which have
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just set up an internal, 

today, the Cuban Americaii 

Cuba the same action that 

Our resources will focus 

our compatriots on the is; 

that the people of Cuba 

can take place that will 

democratic system of gov 

a path to achieve peace 

the international arena.

ional embargo against Haiti. Beginning 

National Foundation will promote inside 

President Clinton undertakes for Haiti, 

on Cuba itself in order to assist and aid 

land so that, through the ways and means 

Consider appropriate, a liberating action 

finally bring together all Cubans in a 

ernment with respect for human rights, as 

and happiness for our people. This is in

On the national stage, we Cubans likewise are not going to 

become second class citizens. Accompanying us here today is a 

renowned Peruvian, Alvaro Vargas Llosa. Alvaro Vargas Llosa comes 

from a great literary, political, and historical heritage. He is an 

honest and a decent man. He was sharing with me moments ago the 

injustices committed by the international press against the Cuban 

exile community. My personal theory is that Castro would have 

become an insignificant factor in Cuba's history, easily 

overthrown, if not for th(* material aid he received from the Soviet 

Union and the moral and pslitical support he received from a large 

segment of the world press.

Regarding what has recently transpired in Cuba on account of 

the recent efforts by some to set up a "dialogue” and come to an 

understanding with Castro, the Cuban exile community — and
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rightfully so — has maitifested its opposition and rejected the 

genuflection and the indignant and submissive conduct of those that 

met with Castro, which w^ all saw on television. As a result of a 

prudent, civilized, and dignified protest in which the exile
I

community has participated, an organization that monitors human

rights which has recen 

investigate the norms of

tly arrived in Miami, now wishes to 

conduct of the Cuban exile community. I

want to remind this hum^n rights organization that there is no 

ethnic group in the history of the United States with a lower crime 

rate than of the Cuban American community. There is no ethnic
I

group more respectful oi the rights of citizens than the Cuban 

Americans. If Americans were not investigated by such groups — 

and rightfully so — when they protested against the war in Viet

Nam, when they, right or wrong, took to the streets to protest the
iconflict in Southeast Asjia, and if they do not investigate when
I

Americans take to the strijets to protest abortion, then they do not 

have a right to consider us second class citizens, with the 

acquiescence of the pre^s, and try to take away our right to 

protest, to express our opinions decently and respectfully.

And we shall continue to knock on the doors of the U.S.
1Congress, the White Houjse, the state Department, human rights
j

organizations, the doors of Russian President Boris Yeltsin, 

Argentine President Carlos Menem, and of all of the presidents that 

we have visited, to tell them that the Cuban people do not give up 

and do not surrender. We Cubans have set a precedent in this
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country, a precedent that 

the Hungarians, that of

Russian exiles. Thirty four years after our struggle began, the

President of the United S

National Foundation has 

stage and has taken it to 

is ostracized politicall

has surpassed that of the Poles, that of 

the Rumanians, the Lithuanians and the

bates recognizes what the Cuban exiles are

doing. He does this when he acknowledges that the Cuban American

placed the cause of a free Cuba center 

the embassies of the world. Today Castro 

Meanwhile, the Cuban exile community,

backed by the right and;reason that accompanies our cause, will
{

continue to fight with trie dignity and honor typical of our ethnic
group in this diaspora,j so that we are respected and granted

i
consideration. We have rebeived nothing free of charge. Nothing has 

been handed to us. Each one of you, stalwarts of this effort known 

as the Cuban American National Foundation, who donate thousands of 

dollars to this cause, has earned with his or her own hands, with 

the sacrifice of your po^ketbook and the passion of your hearts, 

the right of participation that we have won in the political and 

economic landscape of this country, and which we are going to win 

in the history of mankind.

Without backing dow 

establish a homeland an

n or surrendering, we are going to re- 

d give back to our native country the

freedom and democracy th^t it has not enjoyed in 34 years. We are

not second class citizens in this world. The rights that are given,
granted and recognized fjor the people of Haiti must be likewise

recognized for the Cuban people. The right that all human beings
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have and that all citizens of the free world enjoy to protest
1

peacefully, must also bej granted to the Cuban exiles. The world 

should know that we Cube ns long ago stopped retreating. That we 

only know how to march forward with our heads held high. That we 

have our imperfections, jwe make mistakes, but we also have many 

virtues.

If this were not so, we could not share an afternoon like this 

with these political prisoners. One of them came up to me to pay a 

financial debt and I said to him: "We free Cubans are the ones who 

are indebted to you", to these political prisoners who have served 

20, 25, 28 years of their lives without surrendering. A man like 

Roberto Martin Perez, who spent in solitary confinement 18 of the 

28 years he served in political prison. There are so many 

political prisoners who lave inspired us in this struggle, whose 

commitment to freedom hai» been ignored by a press sympathetic to 

Castro, but whose patriotism and dedication we honor. To exalt and 

praise what others wish to ignore and to forget. That is why, my 

friends, it is up to us, bbove all those of us in this room today, 

to think about and act upon what we hear and see each day.

Which of us here ha 

Cubans who recently arriv 

the tragedy they live and

s not heard the horror stories of those 

e from the island, the stories they tell, 

suffer, the sense of confusion they feel. 

Frequently we are horrified by what is happening in Cuba, the
i

spiritual and moral trauria of our people, which is even worse than
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the physical and materiall dilemma. At times, it looks as if our

Iexistence as a nation isjactually disappearing. And yet, when one 

dreams, one builds. We must demonstrate, not only for others, but 

for ourselves, that throvigh our dedication, and prudent yet daring

action, we can provide a

As the President of

rebirth for the nation.

our Foundation, Pepe Hernandez, told me 

yesterday during a meeting, a Cuban must not feel like the
j

’’balsero" (rafter) that successfully crossed the Straits of Florida 

a few days ago. His first sentence upon arriving here was, "I have 

been saved from Cuba." It saddens us, it breaks our hearts to have
i

to listen to a Cuban say these words after being forced to abandon 

the homeland that lives iinmortally inside each of us. Our crisis is 

that we are losing pur sense of nationhood. It is the

responsibility of those 

thousands of others that

of us here this afternoon, and of the 

could not attend this commemoration but 

who are united with us ini the desire to see a dignified, honorable 

Cuba, to promote through our own dedicated efforts and our 

commitment to Cuba, this sense of nationhood.

We must take away frjam Castro what he has no right to possess. 

We must give back to th« people of Cuba the sense of direction,
I

purpose and belonging that this dictator has taken away from the

Cuban people. It is up t;o us, fellow Cubans, to show others, as
iwell as our own people, tjhat our struggle has been guided not only 

by the desire to eradicate injustice in Cuba, but by the longing to
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cultivate the virtues of 

free and be happy.

a people that want to be respected, be

Liberty, respect fojr human rights, democracy, a multi-party 

system, frequent and f^ir elections, a free market economy,
I

privatization, the decentralization and reduction of government,

limits on governmental a 

traditions of a society 

sacrifice and dedication

ctivities, and an affinity for the rich 

that has been purified by the heroism, 

of the Cuban people must be the moral 

pillars upon which we base the republic of which we dream. That 

republic which the next;20th of May — May 20, 1995 — we will 

proclaim throughout the entire Republic of Cuba. A republic of 

liberty, of all Cubans United in one prayer. We long to repeat 

then the words of Cxiban General Maximo Gomez who said to Jose 

Miguel Morales Gomez, after more than three decades of fighting for 

independence: ”We have finally arrived.” And with the tone of

our people, we will also reaffirm on that
!

day what Cuba's first President, Tomas Estrada Palma, said in the
Red Room of the Presideiitial Palace in Havana when U.S. General

i
Leonard Wood, on another 20th of May gone by, turned over to him 

the presidency of the republic - "Do not forget that Carlos Manuel 

de Cespedes was the faithj of the revolution, Marti was the prophet
I
1

of independence." And lejt us all, together, proclaim on May 20th,

I1995 — as our forefatliers did on that historic day nearly a

pride that is typical of

century ago — "A new republic. A republic born of the

frustrations of so many years. The republic of which Marti once
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dreamed and which all Cubans yearn. A republic in which respect 

for the dignity of each individual will become the first law of the
I

land and the cornerstone istone of a great and new democracy."

Thank you.



Pool #4
July 18, 1994
Miami Int'l Airport

Interna??onarA?;po?t""ounr?!^? ^^'V'lTinlTn held'an'impromptu 

press conference. While the president spoke to 
waiting at the airport, the national press
and due to airplane noise, out of earshot. He told repor^e^s . 
he deplored the incident and that it was another example of the 
brutal nature of the Cuban regime." Your pool knew nothing ot 
this incident before arrival at the airport, but Dee Dee and 

• Bruce Lindsey both said that the local press had been trying to 
ask the president about the incident earlier in the day. Here is 
Dee Dee's unconfirmed summary: the Cuban government firehosed a 
tugboat just off Cuban shores, causing the death of an 
undetermined number of people including, apparently, some 
children. Dee Dee had a Spanish language newspaper with a banner 
headline about the incident.

Clinton took one other question. Asked how long it wouxd 
take before he'd make a decision on invading Haiti, he said he'd 
been talking with other countries and that "we haven't ruled 
anything out."

—Susan Miller, Newsweek



July 20, 1994

MEMORANDUM FOR NANCY SODERBERG AND RICHARD FEINBERG 

FROM: Joe Velasquez

SUBJECT: Cuban Boat Incident

As you know the attack by the Cuban government on the boat of 
escapees has become a major issue in Miami and in other Cuban 
American communities.

The President should issue a public statement condemning the 
attack. It would help our domestic politics considerably. I have 
no idea how it will affect other things we may have in play.

If you agree we should act on this today. Attached are some 
articles on the problem and a draft statement (that needs some 
work).

Please advise.



During my^rip to South Florida I saw the pain and suffering the Cubanjly^were 

experiencing because of the brutal act committed on July 13 by four Cuban 

fireboats; the sinking of a tugboat full of luckless escapees^among them women 

and children. Close to 40 are reported dead or missing, many having gone 

down with the tugboat.

The latest link in the long chain of Castroite atrocities, so long ignored by the 

mainstream international media, must not be tolerated. We must acknowledge 

the countless human rights violations that have occurred in Cuba, cited by the 

United Nations Commission of Human Rights and Amnesty International, among 

others.

The tragedy of people relentlessly oppressed by the world’s oldest dictatorship; 

silenced by imprisonment and torture, risking death at sea for freedom must be 

openly condemned in the name of justice, freedom, and humanity. The United 

States cannot remain silent while people are being brutalized anywhere in the 

world.

In the words of Cuban hero, Jose Marti, "to watch a crime in silence is to 

condone it."



THE HERALD

Sinking of tugboat 

off Cuba ‘brutal,’ 

Clinton says
Symbolic wakes staged 

in Havana, sources report
By CYNTHIA CORZO
Herald Staff Writer

The sinking of a refugee-laden 
tugboat by four Cuban fireboats 
Wednesday — an incident in 
which about 40 people were 
reported missing or dead — has 
aroused the anger of Cubans on 
the island and a strong condem­
nation from President Clinton.

“It’s a human tragedy,” said 
Clinton, who was in Miami on 
Monday to attend the opening of 
the National Council of La 
Raza’s annual convention. “I 
deplore it as ... another example 
of the brutal nature of the Cuban 
regime.”

According to sources in Cuba, 
symbolic wakes to honor the 
dead have been staged in the 
Havana suburbs of El Cotorro 
and Guanabacoa.

“They’re sowing the seeds of 
the people’s wrath,” David 
Buzzi, a human rights activist, 
said in a phone call from 
Havana. “It’s a criminal act and 
the people cry for justice.”

A Mass for the dead will be 
said today at 2 p.m. at the 
Havana Cathedral, according to 
information received Monday by 
the Cuban American National 
Foundation.

Traditionally, public demon­
strations in Cuba have been 
quashed by the authorities, and 
demonstrators are often impris­
oned.

“The people have taken to the 
streets,” said Mercedes Marrero, 
46, a Miami resident with rela­
tives in Cuatro Caminos, a 
Havana neighborhood. Six of

*They *re sowing the 

seeds of the people's 

wrath.'
DAVID BUZZI,

human rights activist in Havana

those relatives were in the tug­
boat; three are missing and pre­
sumed dead; three survived. The 
tugboat reportedly carried 72 
pe«^le when it was rammed and 
sunk by fireboats.

The crews of the fireboats 
“committed murder,” Marrero 
said. “Those poor innocent peo- 
ple^n the tugboat] were seeking

A nephew in Cuba told Mar­
rero in a phone call that, after 
knocking refugees overboard 
using high-pressure hoses, the 
fireboats made eddies to drag the 
people underwater.

Most of the people died inside 
the tugboat, Marrero said, when 
the Fireboat crews aimed their 
hoses at the hold and filled it 
with water.

Cuban officials in Washington 
rejected the accounts of the sur­
vivors and their relatives, calling

“This is all part of the cam­
paign against the Cuban revolu­
tion,” said Rafael Dausa, a spe­
cial envoy at the Cuban Interests 
Section.

DauM said the Cuban govern­
ment “is doing everything possi­
ble to bring this unpleasant inci­
dent to an end.”
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attackers see
screaming that more 
than 20 children were 
on board.

Such pleas did not 
deter Castro’s men. 
who turned potent fire 
hoses on th<> refugee 

pas-

T T our hemi-

«» CASTM-S whits
agco' thafTlannot S®?

«%e« ought toLfire
Se?r watet^rs by “““*«« — particularly “7 '

Cuba’s foreim 5e“S, swi'^nf pS' 
^“^^'’ruK __^esa partners.

rammed the tugboat
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children fleeing other places^The f consciencf^^



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASH I NGTON

August 2, 1994

MEMORANDUM FOR LULA RODRIGUEZ

From:

Subject:

Joe Velasquez

Attached Letter and Memoranda Regarding Cuba

Can you tell me what you think of the following letter from R.E. Fernandez? 

The memo from Lauredo is FYL 

Thanks for your help.



Fernandez & Sanderson, P.A.
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

R E. FERNANDEZ 
STUART W. SANDERSON

Of counsel 
ELIO E. MULLER, JR.

109 SOUTH MOODY 
TAMPA. FLORIDA 33609 

(8 1 3) 25 1 -599 1 
FAX (0 13) 254-7532

July 25, 1994

Joe Velasquez
Deputy Assistant to the President 
and Deputy Director of 
Political Affairs 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. Velasquez:

First of all allow me to thank you for meeting with my 
daughter, Laura Ann, on an hour's notice. The presidency of Girls' 
Nation was a remarkable experience for her and obviously for the 
rest of the family.

It was a pleasure meeting with you for breakfast at the White 
House. As promised I am enclosing a copy of a letter previously 
sent to the President. Again the letter makes no reference to the 
most recent developments involving the detention in the Florida 
Keys of Colonel Orlando Rodriguez, United States Army retired. As 
you may recall from our conversation Orlando Rodriguez has a chest 
full of metals earned while honorably serving this country. The 
Border Patrol agents that detained him treated him in a way 
unbecoming any member of law enforcement. This incident adds fuel 
to the fire we are facing with the lack of prosecution of the pro- 
Castro violators, on one hand, and the continuing arrests and 
detention of Cuban-Americans and Cuban freedom fighters. I have 
enclosed two articles for your review on increasing scrutiny on the 
"free" Cubans.

During our discussion I told you of the problem in Florida in 
terms of continuing to gain support from the Cuban-American 
community towards the Democratic Party and this administration. 
Just as Mr. Mas Canosa told you there is a perception that the 
President is receding from his campaign position on Cuba. In terms 
of articulate facts you asked about, supporting my opinion, I would 
further point out that just a couple of months ago while I was at 
the Bal Harbour fundraiser a reference to Cuba was deleted from the 
President's speech and added back at the last minute after heated 
discussion. I hope the gains we have worked so very hard to make 
are not eroded by the concerns I voiced at our meeting.



Joe Velasquez
Deputy Assistant to the President
and Deputy Director of
Political Affairs
Washington, D.C. 20500
July 25, 1994
Page Two

I will be glad to keep you posted of developments and will 
await your reply on the subject of my letter to the President. My 
meeting at Foreign Assets was most productive and I left with an 
impression that they are truly enforcement oriented. The problem 
is that after I visited Justice and the State Department, 
everyone's perception appears to support the one I shared with you. 
I am fully confident with support from the White House we can 
correct what you said was a misconception and what I believe is a 
clear impression. Again let's make sure Florida is instrumental in 
keeping the President on course six more years.

REF/ir

RNANDEZ



Fernandez & Sanderson, P.A.
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

R.E. FERNANDEZ 
STUART W. SANDERSON

OF COUNSEL 
ELIO E. MULLER. JR.

109 SOUTH MOODY 
TAMPA. FLORIDA 33609 

(813) 251-5991 
FAX (813) 254-7532

July 6, 1994

Bill Clinton, President 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear President Clinton;
It is with tremendous concern and a deep sense of respect for 

your office that I bring for your consideration an issue of great 
importance to all Cuban-Americans in this country. In the last 
three months Florida has become an example of the application of 
unequal justice. The consequences of continuing in this posture 
are far reaching and indeed could set a dangerous national 
precedent. I believe in your commitment to the restoration of a 
free and democratic form of government in Cuba and your support of 
efforts that will achieve that result. Likewise, I know your 
administration would never allow the promotion of disrespect for 
the laws of this land.

As you know, the Cuban social and economic structure has 
collapsed. While other countries invest in Cuba it is well known 
that the regime's salvation could only come from American tourism 
and related business ventures. Faced with crisis and no longer 
enjoying the Soviet subsidy, in the last two years the Cuban 
government has promulgated plans that if carried out successfully 
will lead to the abrogation of the embargo, more appropriately 
called the Trading With The Enemy Act. As part of this plan, 
Roberto Robaina, the Cuban Minister of Foreign Relations, has 
suggested the creation of a climate for change which includes 
academic, cultural and athletic interchanges as a way to reach the 
traditionally more liberal and probably more gullible sectors of 
the American people. Castro has thus enlisted new agents of 
influence to develop Cuba's interests here in America.

About three months ago a fellow by the name of Bob Winters 
began promoting a yacht race from Sarasota to Havana. By his own 
admissions we were able to establish that he was closely associated 
with U.S./Cuba trade specialists in Washington, D.C. as well as 
Orlando Perez and other Cuban government officials in Havana. 
Winters visited Cuba a number of times in preparation of this ill 
fated event, at all times promoting the "humanitarian" aspects of
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Washington, D.C. 20500 
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the trip. The Cuban-American community was outraged at developing 
information and I personally provided voluminous evidence to 
officials of the City of Sarasota, to the Sarasota Sailing 
Squadron, to race participants directly, and most important of all, 
to the appropriate federal law enforcement agencies including the 
Federal Bureau of Investigations and Customs.

As the date of the race approached, much publicity began to 
surround claimed threats of violence against the participants, 
ostensibly by the Cuban-Americeuns here in this country. Nothing 
could have been further from reality. Peaceful protests were 
exemplary in the exhibition of tolerance. Law enforcement in 
Sarasota commended me for the commitment and the fulfillment of the 
same. Meanwhile Winters, Aligood, Perez, Robaina and others must 
have laughed loudly as they witnessed what was taking place. Here 
were Cuban agents of influence openly discussing with sailors the 
avoidance of paper trails, how they would violate the law, how no 
one was going to tell them where to travel, how they could spend 
their money where they wished, how the embargo provisions were 
going to be violated, all in the presence of men and women who had 
withstood decades of imprisonment in Castro's jails for their 
political ideology and who held back as they had never done before. 
The Cuban-Americans and ex-political prisoners waited and trusted 
the system and all their activities remained within the law.

As predicted. Winters arrived in Havana and began to promote 
the sale of memberships at the Cuban yacht club, Marina Hemingway. 
The Cuban hosts hosted very little. News reporters who went on the 
trip have written dozens of stories of fistfuls of U.S. dollars 
being spent by the sailors. Carts loaded with souvenirs, rum and 
cigars were emptied into the vessels. Tours visited nightclubs 
like Tropicana and even the Museum of the Revolution. The marina 
alone was documented to have made more money for the Cuban 
government the first day the sailors arrived than in the previous 
six months. Winters has now decided to stay in Cuba, has left his 
wife and son, his house and his debts behind and is working for the 
Cuban government. Eighty-six yachts and over four hundred 
Americans violated statutory provisions that subject the vessels to 
seizures and each individual outside of the media to penalties of 
up to ten years and $50,000.00 in fines for each violation, as set 
forth in 31 C.F.R. 515.201 et s^. Upon their return, the sailors 
and the promoter, Sarasota Sailing Squadron, have basically 
disassociated themselves from Winters, extended an unaccepted 
qualified apology which serves no purpose, and continue to rant and 
rave fearlessly about violating federal law. To them it is all a 
big joke, a good time, no harm done. To the rest of America, it is 
anarchy.
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Mr. President, Rolando Nieves, a political prisoner for 
sixteen years who among other terrible experiences survived the 
infamous "drawers'* at San Ramon in Cuba and Antonio Perez-Quesada, 
four scores old at the time he was prosecuted for doing the same 
thing he had done for the CIA fifty-six times before, were standing 
next to me on October 14, 1988, when a magistrate in Key West 
refused to grant them bond because he found they were a danger to 
America. Detained they awaited trial for six months because they 
possessed gasoline, black powder and detonators in a craft headed 
outside of United States territorial waters, never intending to 
violate any American law or do anything but act consistent with 
efforts they believed would help liberate their homeland. You may 
recall back in 1988 the Cold War was still a bit chilly and barbed 
wire and gun turrets separated the East from the West. Not long 
after their acquittal I was present at Perez-Quesada's funeral, as 
he never recovered from a cold that began during his detention in 
a federal institution. Since that first case, I have defended 
other freedom fighters, all of course pro bono and always the 
reason given by government agents was the law. As one prosecutor 
told me "...I don't have my heart in this Ralph, but we are not a 
nation of heroes, we are a nation of laws."

I have been asked by federal authorities to in essence prepare 
a case for prosecutorial review involving the embargo violations. 
Mr. President, I should not have to do the homework for this 
nation. I have exposed my family, my friends and myself to great 
danger over the last few years. A quick call to the FBI's 
intelligence unit will confirm that Cuba's DGI has executed anti- 
Castro leaders while on American soil. Cuban defectors such as 
General Rafael Del Pino and DGI Colonel Florentine Aspillaga have 
been debriefed and have confirmed these homicides. I have in my 
possession tapes and letters of threats against Eusebio Penalver,

‘ a former commander of Castro's rebel army and now the Afro-Cuban 
president of the World Federation of Cuban Former Political 
Prisoners who spent twenty-eight years in Cuba's prisons and who 
has yet to visit the White House under any administration; of 
threats against Roberto Pizano, another ex-political prisoner of 
eighteen years and the only democratically elected leader of any 
Cuban community and the representative of this aiea, and of course, 
me.

We have earned the scorn of Castro's people and of a very 
small but vocal percentage of individuals in America who in some 
way support his government. Then I read newspapers and I have to 
tell these valiant men and women not to believe what they have 
read, to continue abiding by the law, and to exhibit restraint, for 
at some point there will be justice. And again we read, see and 
hear that other groups are using the regatta as an example that
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America will not enforce its laws. Mr. President, as the most im­
portant political leader in this planet, which you are, I ask you 
if you think defiance of federal law in the great state of Florida 
is just? Is this a nation of laws except for the privileged few? 
Have you changed your position from the final days of your campaign 
and your strong endorsement of the Cuba Democracy Act, which 
position prompted then President George Bush to sign it in Miami? 
Mr. President I believe the answers are all the same, a resounding 
no. I ask you to direct the Attorney General and the Secretary of 
the Treasury to enforce the law.

Sincer^y,

R. Evf FERNANDEZ

REF/ir 

Copies to:

Janet Reno, Attorney General
Lloyd Bentsen, Secretary of Treasury
Bob Graham, United States Senator
Connie Mack, United States Senator
Sam M. Gibbons, United States Congressman
Lawton Chiles, Governor
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TAMPA — (AP) — Four 

members of a group that helps 
rescue Cuban refugees fleeing the 
island nation are the targets of a 
U.S. Border Patrol probe.

The members of Operacion 
Libertad, which means Opera­
tion Liberty, face federal charges 
for rescuing 22 Cubans whose 
raft had washed ashore in the 
Florida Keys, officials said.

Border Patrol spokesman 
Michael Sheehy refused com­
ment, saying the investigation is 

j still under way.

“They say what we did was 
legally wrong,” said retired Army 
Col. Orlando Rodriguez, a 
Cuban native who served in the 
U.S. Special Forces and lives in 
Tampa. “But we feel what we did 
was morally right. We did not set 
out to break any laws.”

Banks, a cluster of rocks between 
Cuba and the Keys. The crew 
drew closer and found 22 Cubans 
clinging to a rock, their raft 
destroyed.

Rodriguez said he, boat cap­
tain Tony Zas and his wife 
Maria, and Aldo Fernandez 
sailed out of Marathon July 12. A 
day later, the group spotted a 
mirror reflecting from Cay Sal

“The family was desperate and 
crying,” Rodriguez said. “When 
that woman handed me her 10- 
year-old boy and said, ‘Save 
him,’ none of us had the heart to 
leave those people.”

The crew tried to radio the 
U.S. Coast Guard after finding 
the Cubans, but there was no

response, Rodriguez said. Zas 
said the crew took the refugees to 
the Coast Guard station in Mara­
thon.

The Border Patrol subse­
quently seized their 31-foot boat 
and questioned the crew for sev­
eral hours before releasing them.

The crew said the Border 
Patrol told them they could be in 
violation of three laws: smug­
gling aliens, overloading the boat 
and not carrying enough lifejack­
ets.

Crew captains are required to

help to seafarers in distress under 
federal law. Unless their own 
crew or boat is endangered, cap­
tains face a $ 1,000 fine and up to 
two. years in prison for not pro­
viding assistance.

At the same time, U.S. immi­
gration law prohibits picking up 
refugees en route to a foreign 
port and bringing them to the 
United States.

“We might have broken U.S. 
law, but we didn’t break God’s 
law,” Zas said. “We made a 
human decision.”

FLORIDA FOCUS

By TOM SHARP
Associated Press

. GATLINBURG, Tenn. — Floridian 
-Phillip Roman fought back tears Thurs­
day describing his 10-year-old son, who 
has been missing in the Great Smoky 
Mountains for three days.

“He is a strone bov. He niavs football.

Tribe seeks 

to overturn 

Everglades

Attorney claims act 

is a ‘breach of trust’
ByLORIROZSA
Herald Start Writer

The Miccosukee Indians, out­
raged over what they call a woe-
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Por ALFONSO CHARDY
Redactor de El Miami Herald

El gobierno de Estados Unidos esta 
incrementando la vigilancia de los grupos 
de comandos de cubanos exiliados porque 
cree que estan preparando nuevos ataques 
a los turistas y a las instalaciones dedica- 
das a fines turisticos en Cuba.

Durante los liltimos ocho meses, por lo 
menos media docena de embarcaciones y 
mas de 100 armas pertenecientes a distin- 
tos comandos fueron confiscadas y reteni- 
das por agentes de aduana de Estados 
Unidos. Las operaciones se llevaron a 
cabo con la colaboracion de fuerps de la 
Oficina Federal de Investigacion (FBj)

relacionado con las operaciones.
Las endrgicas medidas marcan un cam- 

bio en la actitud oficial estadounidense 
hacia los comandos de exilados. En la 
decada de los 60, la Agencia Central de 
Inteligencia (CIA) financio y 
ampliamente la invasibn de Bahia de 
Cochinos y las subsiguientes operaciones 
contra Castro. A pesar de que el gobierno 
estadounidense comenzo a desalentar las 
operaciones de los comandos en 1970, no 
retenia los equipos confiscados durante
""‘-Dur'3osanos70,los80,lasau,o-
ridades nos devolvian rapidamente las 
armas y las embarcaciones , dijo Sargen. 
“Ahora no nos las devuelven”.

Oticina t-eaerai ae v* -v .vocero del FBI en
?oftomrndTn.anir”.6 an Miami, declind hacer mngun comen.ario.

Pero Michael Sheehan, un vocero del 
Departamento de Aduanas de Estados 
Unidos, dijo que efectivamente las autori- 
dades federales estan preocupadas por el 
hecho de que los comandos pudieran ame- 
nazar la seguridad de los viajeros a Cuba.

“Nuestra preocupacion es que vayan 
alii y agredan a personas inocentes o a 
turistas, como pudiera suceder en un tiro- 
teo cualquiera en los Estados Unidos”, 
dijo Sheehan.

Entre los equipos recientemente incau- 
tados se cuentan armas y cuatro embarca­
ciones de Alfa 66, la mas antigua organi- 
zacion paramilitar de exilados en Miami. 
Los agentes federales tambien estan vigi- 
lando estrechamente las actividades de 
otros grupos de exilados que han hecho 
declaraciones piiblicas acerca de acciones

militares en Cuba, dijo la fuente federa 
Los principales entre ellos son un 8™P 
que se separo de Alfa 66 y la Unida
*^^S%rNaS?'Sarg6n, el llder de Alf 
66, confirmo que, desde febrero, los agei 
tes federales habian incautado barcos 
armas pertenecientes a su organizacidi 
pero nego Que hubieran estado planeano 
atacar a turistas o a sitios turisticos e
Cuba. . .“Nuestra estrategia sigue siendo 
misma”, dijo Sarg6n, “a^mdar a foment 
una rebelion armada en Cuba .

Sin embargo, la fuente manif^td qi 
los agentes federales estaban particula 
mente preocupados con Alfa 66, ya que«
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Summit of the Americas 1994

MEMORANDUM

175 N.W. First Avenue 
Miami, Florida 33128 

(305) 372-1994 
Fax (305) 372-1993

DATE:

TO:

FROM:

RE:

July 25, 1994

Reta Lewis
• j L-'L- / /

Luis Lauredo

RADIO & TV MARTI

LL L)

Attached you will find good coverage of President Clinton's support 
of Radio and TV Marti in Diario Las Americas, as well as 
publication of the President's letter to Dr. Horacio Aguirre, all 
on Page 1.

Please share with Suzanna Valdez and Joe Velazquez.

Regards.

LL/en

Attachment

cc; Suzanna Valdez 
Joe Velazquez



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASH IN GTO N

August 3, 1994

MEMORANDUM FOR NANCY SODERBERG 

FROM: JOE VELASQUEZ

SUBJECT: Radio and TV Marti and the Cuban Community

Just a note to say thanks for giving us a heads up on the Radio and TV Marti letter last 
week. A simple thing like that got us front page coverage and good press in Miami.

I’ve attached the articles, quales son en Espanol, para su informacion.

We should keep this success in mind.

Thanks.



ido cl 
lulio <Je 1953

DIARIO DE LAS AMERICAS Por la Libeftad, la Cultura y la SolidarldacI Hemist6rica.
Miami, Florida Domingo 24 de Julio de 1994 edicion de 4« pacmas - 4 secciones

Miembro de la Socledad 
Inlufamuiicana do Pions.i

ao CEWTAVOS EN MIAMI

Samper anuncia que 
encarcelara a los jefes del 

“cartel” de Cali
PAgina 2-A

t *' ' Inflrituto Cervantes •
Vigilia patentizk el luto por 
las vfetimas del castrismo

, abiirA tres centres en la 
Europa del Este

Pigina 1-B PAgIna 14-B

Cerrar 
. EDICION

Ai incondicional de
epartamento de 
ttado desmiente 
si6n publicada en 
entina sobre aviso 
actos terroristas

ASHINGTON. D.C. (Es- 
al para DIARIO LAS 
ERICAS) En visU de 
alaunos diarios argenti- 
■e nan hecho eco de una 
leata converaacidn entre 
Imbajador Robert Gel- 
1, SubsecreUrio de Esu- 
e los EsUdos U nidos con 
mbajador argenlino Jor- 
riiquer, en el semido de 
el Embajador Gelbard 

16 en el pasado mes de 
no al SecreUrio de Es- 
> para Seguridad e Inte- 
incia de Argentina, Dr. 
50 Anzorreguy, sobre la 
ibilidad de un acto terro- 
a como el acaecido en 
snos Aires, el Departa- 
nto de Estado de los 
.UU, ha informado que

m infArm#^ TMI-

Clinton^ ^3^dio y TV Marti
-— ___L............................... ........ 1  I.n.r lihra Hinas. Dresideote del coir

AUL VERRIKR

El presldente de EsUdos Uni- 
dot, BUI Clinton en una carU en- 
vUda al presldente del Senado 
reiterd su apoyo incondicional a 
la cooUnuacidn de Iss actlvlda- 
des de Radio y TelevUiOn Marti. 
En su caru Clinton express'.

EsUmado presldente:

Le estoy escrlbiendo para ex- 
pooeiic ml apoyo a Radio y Tele- 
visidn Marti. Durante mi cam- 
pafia presldencial, actlvaroente 
apoyd el buen trabajo de Radio y 
TeleeUidn Marti, ahora como 
Presldente be asegurado que mi 
admlnistracidn respaldard fir- 
memente a la oflclna de trans- 
mlslones a Cuba en sus esfuerzos 
por Uevar la verdad a eta nacldn. 
• Eatlmo que Unto Radio Marti

• FacilUd la intervencU 
rechazo de urto'irenmie/i 
fondospard Ri^^:y, T,
• Aprueba el plena *dCi 
condenaruioidlr^gf" 
hundimiento del re

residenci^W^-i'

>'r •• >Senado ennuenda

• Poema “Rorborie^S^e Li^
radd en elhundunient&idel remolcadon^S 
de Marzq^ en Ut pdgu^

como Televisidn Marti ban hecho 
una genuine contribucidn a la 
causa de los dereebos bumanos y 
la democracla en el hemlsterlo. 
Ambas emisoraa ban promovido 
los objeUvoa a corto y largo plaio 
de la poUtlca de EsUdos Unidos.

Apoyindolas a ambas serd eo- 
vlar un tuerte mensaje de aoUda- 
rldad a esos que luchan en cual- 
quler parte contra la Urania. 
Qulero agradecerle su apoyo en 
este avance de nuestros Intere- 
sea naclonales asegurando que el

pueblo cubano debe Uner Ubre 
acceso a noUclaa no manlpuls- 
das e Inlormaclones cuyo repre- 
alvo rdglmen le nlega. Ejtoy 
urgiendo al Congreso para que 
apoye ml peUcido en favor de 
Radio y Televisidn Marti.

Slnceramente,
BUI Clinton

La carU esU dliiglds al hono­
rable Ernest F. HoUlngs. presi 
dente del Com ltd de Aproplaclo- 
nes del Senado.

La carU del Presldente fue 
enviada al senador Ernest F. Ho­

Ulngs, presldonte del comltd 
aeoalortal de aproplaclonoa on 
ocasidn de discourse el proyoc^to 
de enmlenda a los fondos de Te- 
levUldn MarU reclentemenU 
aprobado por el Senado.

El senador repubUcano Bob 
Dole, en su defensa de manuner 
esos fondos dijo: "EsU no es un 
asunto de partidos. la Admlnis-- 
tracidn quiere diner© para Radio 
y Televisidn MarU. ya que las 
mlsmas defienden los InUreses 
de EsUdos Unidos. apoyo al Pre- 
sidenU y apoyo TV MarU" agre-

(Pasa a la Pdg.U-A Col.l)

En el aniversario 41 de 

DIARIO LAS AMERICAS
Ordena Clinton “aumento

irimfssliato V TTiasivo” de
“DIARIO LAS AMERICAS 

es un magnifico ejempio de la noble
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recibida con motiveZtbrado el lanes 4 dejuho de 1994.

NESTOR CARBONELL CORTINA

22 de julio de 1994

m. v>t«il* *• Dr. Horacio Aguirre
SiS'lO LAS AMERICAS
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MEMO OF ACTION

TO: Sam Emmanuel. Director
Office of Fblitical Affairs, The White House

FROM: Maria Bern Toiano

RE: Cuban-Amencan Entrepreneurship, Consultation to Russia

DATE: March 17, 1993

Since the days of the Carter administration, the hard line attitude toward Cuba, shared 
by the U.S. government and Cuban-Amciican exiles, has been changing-although not 
publicly. Right-wing, conaexvative elements, who make a living out of keeping the "Cubaii 
issue" alive, still control the airwaves in Soiuh Florida and feed the local population with 
expectations of imminent change in Cuba, and promote a continuatioa of the stay-tough 
policy. Cuban baby-boomers, however, arc more receptive to exploring options. The Cuban 
issue, therefore, remains highly sensitive, requiring careful addressing by the Clinton 

adminstration.

’Ibere have been wme viable interactioas between Cuban-Americans and Yeltsin, 
starting with his visit to hfiami in late 1989 whfle Gorbachev was still in power. Since *at 
time, there have been several meetings between leaders of the conservative Cu^ American 
National Foundation (Jorge Mas Canosa) and the new Russian leadership both in Moscow 
and Miami It is my bdief that the Foundation successfully established strong rapport with 
Pm«ian poUcy makers resulting in a better understanding and warmer relationships b^ecn 
Moscow and MiamL Some imponant decisions, such as moving the Aeroflot operation from 
Havana to Miami, wwe concrete rcsultt of that new understanding.

Since Bush left ofBce, however, the involvement of Cuban-Americans ceased in 
certain foreign policy issues affecting Russian/Cuban relations. Thcic is now a vacuum of 
representation that needs to be filled. Although diminishing somewhat, the Foundation 
continues to have a strong power base among Miami’s Cubans, but lacks access in this new 
administration. It is important, therefore, to find alternative Cuban-American leaders who 
are more aligned with the Clinton administtaiion’s values and ideas. While not as visible as 

they do exist La an efTon to identify a few for you, within the next two weeks 
I will provide a list of "characters" who know the Cuban issue well and who could become 
valuable resources to the President and Secretary Christopher.
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Following his ponc^on in the Ginton-Yeltsin April 9 meeting, I believe it is 
important for Secretary Quistoplier to visit Miami and to meet with business and community 
leaders to brief them on the U.S./Russian initiatives. I am enclosing a letter of invitation 
sent to Christopher by former Ambassador to Panama Ambler Moss, currently Dean of 
Graduate School of Intematboal Studies at the University of Miami, offering to facilitate a 
forum to address hemi^faeric issues. This could be an ^prppiiate platform from which to 
address rriHca) I'fwia in Miami if it includes a properiy coQtdinaiBd agenda and a 
selective guest list, lliis could be a very symbolic stq>, recognizing that the majority of 
residents in South Florida have suffered the Communist experience and would identify and 
wholeheartedly support the President’s agenda. In other words. Ram, let the Clinton 
administration and Cuban-Americans embrace Russia’s democratic straggle together.

A number of follow-up actions should be established, but it is (fifScuIt for me to 
develop a complete strategy in 72 hours. The Christopher visit could be the beginning of a 
process to recq>iure the Cubsn-American vote, and it will give us Clinton supporters a good 
beginning on which to build.

One such follow-up ution is based i^xin the belief that perhaps no other businesi 
group in the U.S. mote completdy the diSacnoes in doing business under both
a Communist and Marimt Economy than Cuban-Americans. No other immigrant group in 
recent U.S. history has made that transition more snccessfolly or more rapidly. Cuban- 
American business persons are snrid proponents of Democracy and own too-vivid memories 
of the foiluies of Conununism. fo Florida, Cuban-Americans have aocceeded where others 
have failed because of a strong ennqireneurlal talent and an indomitable will to make 
whatever sacrifices ate necessary to succeed.

Since the foil of Communism in Europe, expectations of a free Cuba have led local 
Cuban-Americans to study in great detail what needs to be done in Cuba itself to help those 
who were brought up under Communism and whose work values axe so different fiom that of 
workers and business people in a hforket Economy. Cuban-Americans believe they have the 
know-how to help othra achieve similar success as ind^endeat, entrepraneurial business 
owners.

* Given that is is in the interest of the U.S. govenunent to help the Russian 
government preserve and enhance its efforts to convert from a Communistic to a Market 
Economy; and

* Given that it is in the interest of President Clinton and the Democratic Party to win 
the support of the Florida Cuban-Ameiican community,

T suppest the fellowiny?

1. The U.S. government should establish a special volunteer program composed of
successful Cuban-American entrepreneurs to go to Russia as soon as possible to act as
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probono indqjcndcnt consultanb to miali, family-owned, stait-up Russian companies. 
It is our belief that they would be well-accepted in Russia because of their similar 
experiences with both economic systems, and because of their personal backgrounds 
starting and successfully operating retail, wholesale, manufacturing and service 
companies here in the U.S.

Establish an exchange bringing Russian workers, technicians, professionals, etc., to 
the U.S. as AID did with the Peace Scholarship program in Latin America and the 
Caribbean, hfiami could be one of the key cities for the exchange.

President Clinton personally should come here to \fiami to annound the formation of 
the above programs and his selection of a local Cuban-Ameiican Democrat to lead the 
effort. The personal visit is important to show that a Democratic U.S. prudent has 
respect for the energy and talent of Cuban-Ameiicans and that their contribution is 
important and valued. Such an action might well go a long way toward capturing 
much of the pivotal Cuban-American vote here at the same time helping the Russian 
entrepreneur.

Enclosure
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AVETA
March 18, 1993 2000 Norm I4tn Street. Suite 4S0 

Arlington. Virginia 22201 
703-243-3608 Fax 703-243-2317

Mr. Ram Emmanuel 
Director, Office of Political Affairs 
The White House 
West Wing
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear Ram:

Your response to my suggestion that the Administration use the Russian Democratic 
initiative to gain some political coital in Miami was most encouraging.

Having planned a trip to Paris with a dcpanuic on March 18,1 did not want to wait 
until my return on March 30 to send a preliminary document to you.

The ideas need careful evaluation and refinement, but ai least they give an historical 
perspective of what has occurred in building Russian and Cuban-Amcrican relations under 
the Bush Administration. It is important that we don’t drop the ball now!

I hope this document sparks some interest and that we can further discuss it in the 

immediate foture.

I will be in Paris for ten days but will return to Miami on March 30, and then to 
Washington later that same week. My office will have my Paris fax number, so feel free to 
contact me if something comes up before my return.

Much can be done to turn around a good percentage of the Cuban-Amcrican vote, but 
it needs to be done with caution, calculation, and a lot of political savvy. I believe a few of 
us can help, and it is a task we would welcome.

Sincerely,

. Torafto 
President L CEO

MET/lm

Attachments
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iUirrA
1000 Brickell Avenue 4th Floor 
Miami. Florida 33131 
305-579-2180 Fax 305-579-215'

May 14, 1993

C01«'lDJ!if^'liMr 
VIA FAX; (202) 456-2259

Mr. Ram Emanuel 
Director, Office of Political Affairs 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Ram,

DETERMINED TO BEAN 
ADMINISTRATIVE MARKING 
INITIALS: DATF if U M

I have learned that President Clinton will be meeting with a group of Cuban-Americans on May 
20th in commemoration of Cuban Independence Day.

While I believe you are aware of the importance of having the President continue the tradition 
of hosting this annual event at The White House, this visit would offer a great opportunity to 
highlight our country’s leadership in offering financial and technical help which would be of 
great meaning to Cuban-Americans,

As you and I briefly discussed at The White House a couple of months back, and I further 
expanded on a memorandum written at your request, U.S. actions in support of the democratic 
process in Russia carry considerable political weight with Cubans who were forced to leave their 
country because of communism.

While no one can predict when conditions will change in Cuba and the President should not 
make more than cursory comments in support of the reinstatement of democracy in the island, 
he could use the U.S./Russia initiative as a program that could easily be replicated in the island 
once current conditions have changed.

Perhaps you might be aware that there is a congressional effort in place to lift the Cuban 
embargo. While I personally believe that the impact of the trade embargo (Graham - Torricelli 
Bill) is mostly symbolic and that it will not bring about the results that we all desire, the 
President should avoid getting embroiled in this issue. However, he should be made aware that 
this issue might come up on May 20th and a definition of his position could be requested during 
a question and answer period or through press interviews, if these are allowed.



Mr. Ram Emanuel 
May 14, 1993 
Page 2

Please let me know if I can be of further assistance. We share the commitment of helping the 
President’s reelection in 1996 the achievement of a higher percent of the Cuban-American vote 
wiU_again impact on the final outcome of winning Florida.

Maria Elena To: 
President & CEO

MET/jhd
Enclosures

xwm
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CUBA: OVERALL U.S. POLICY

Oo What Is current U.S.i policy towards Cuba?

A. o THE POLICY OP ISOLATING CUBA HAS BEEH IN PLACE FOR OVER 
30 YEARS. IT IS BASED ON OUR BELIEF THAT CUBA PURSUES 
POLICIES INIMICAL TO AMERICAN VALUES AND U.S.
INTERESTS. THE POLICY TOWARD CUBA WILL CHANGE WHEN 
CUBA ENDS HUMAN RIGHTS ABUSES AND ADOPTS INTERNAL 
DEMOCRATIC REFORM, MOST IMPORTANTLY FREE AND FAIR 
ELECTIONS UNDER INTERNATIONAL OBSERVATION.

THIS IS CONSISTENT WITH OUR WORLDWIDE POLICY OF 
SUPPORT FOR DEMOCRACY AND HUMAN RIGHTS, AND 
CONSISTENT WITH THE OBJECTIVES OF THE CUBAN 
DEMOCRACY ACT WHICH HAVE BEEN ENDORSED BY THE 
PRESIDENT AND THE SECRETARY OF STATE.

O THE ELEMENTS OF THIS POLICY ARE: THE ABSENCE OF NORMAL 
DIPLOMATIC relations: BETWEEN OUR COUNTRIES; DIPLOMATIC 
ISOLATION OF CUBA IN INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS; 
ENFORCEMENT OF A COMPREHENSIVE ECONOMIC EMBARGO; AND 
THE PLOW OP INFORMATION TO CUBA THROUGH MEDIA 
BROADCASTS AND PUBLICATIONS.

THE CUBAN GOVERNMENT HAS CHOSEN A PATH OF 
DEFIANCE, PORCINO THE CUBAN PEOPLE TO ENDURE 
DEPRIVATION AND REPRESSION. THE U.S. IS SADDENED 
BY THE PLIGHT OF THE CUBAN PEOPLE, ESPECIALLY 
because DEMOCRATIC and MARKET-BASED REFORMS COULD 
GREATLY IMPROVE THEIR LIVES.

Q THE UNITED STATES IS NOT AN AGGRESSIVE THREAT TO CUBA. 
OUR DESIRE IS FOR THE CUBAN PEOPLE TO BE GIVEN THE 
OPPORTUNITY TO DETERMINE THEIR FUTURE AND THEIR 

government.
O THE U.S. IS CONCERNED ABOUT GROUPS OUTSIDE CUBA

CARRYING OUT VIOLENT ACTS AGAINST CUBA. VIOLENCE WILL 
ONLY LEAD TO MORE VIOLENCE AND INNOCENT LIVES MAY BE 
LOST. CHANGE SHOULD COME PEACEFULLY. U.S. LAWS MUST 
BE RESPECTED.
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SPEECH BY
ALEXANDER F. WATSON 

ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF STATE 
FOR INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 

BEFORE tHE
CUBAN AMERICAN NATIONAL 

FOUNDATION 
OCTOBER 26,

traaedv that befell Cuba over 30 yeat.s ago. Those Cubans who
have fled oppression to freedom in the United
the best of the immigrant spirit that has made
strong. The hard work, entrepreneurial spipt and vibrant
culture of the Cuban people continue to enrich
greatly. As a nation, we are enormously appreciative of these
contributions to our society.

Throughout this hemisphere; there currents
leading nations toward greater political 
economics and stronger cooperation amongcannot remain immune to these currents and stands today a 
crossroads. There is no question the current is reeling
from the accumulated policy failures «o?ldwide^
and mismanagement. Communism has been discredited «o^ld ' 
its economic model of a command economy has been 
everywhere it has been tried. In our hemisphere, Cuba alone 
clin^ to the disastrous, dispiriting philosophy of 
economic and political «utrol by government. "®^?hbors
have embraced free market economies in
frameworks and most are prospering, in contrast, hopelessness iJd scarcity characterise the daily life of the jr®’^!j® 
a people long known for optimism springing from the fertile 
valleys and hills of the "Pearl of the Antilles.

Lamentably, the regime that has repressed the Cuban people 
for over three decades shows no signs of political reform, or 
of granting freedom to the Cuban people. It 5^°”®?L2gnirlng the human rights it denies the Cuban P®°f ®' 
submitting itself to a true test of popular will, ®
forced rally in a plaza, but in the privacy of a voting booth.

The United States looks forward to the day Vjj®” 
people can enjoy fundamental freedoms. Human rights and 
democracy are tCio of the pillars of United States foreign 
policy under the Clinton administration, and are ^® 
our policy towards Cuba. TheiUmted States will continue to 
strive to help all the peoples of the world, including the ?uban peop?e:%njVthe"beLfits Of freedom and the right to 
choose their leaders in free and fair elections. As Preside 

Clinton has said.
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"I do not believe the United States can have normal 
relations with any country that has abandoned democracy, 
including Cuba, with Cuba, our goal is to promote a 
peaceful transition to democracy, we believe that the 
people of Cuba deserve to be free to determine their own 
future, by expressing their will in free elections."

We know that three decades of totalitarian government have 
not quenched the desire of the Cuban people to be free, to 
decide for themselves the future of their country, and to 
benefit from the fruits of their labor. Yet, these desires 
remain suppressed by a state apparatus which seeks to prevent 
free speech, thought or action. Our response is clear. As is 
outlined in the Cuban Democracy Act of 1992, which this 
administration fully supports, our relations will not improve 
and the embargo will not be lifted until such time as there are 
democratic reforms and respect for human rights in Cuba.

Yet, as Deputy Secretary Wharton told the Americas Society and 
Council of the Americas on May 3,

"We hope the Cuban people win their freedom through the 
kind of peaceful transition which has brought so many other 
nations into the democratic community. We oppose attempts 
to bring change through violence. But our policy — 
through the Cuban Democracy Act — is to refuse support for 
the Castro dictatorship while opening a door to a

democratic Cuba to rejoin the inter-American community.
Soon the time will come when the Cuban government can no 
longer defy political gravity end deny basic guarantees of 
liberty for the Cuban people."

The questions which face us today are what can the United 
States do, what can the American people do, to facilitate the 
realization of freedom by the Cuban people and to help the 
Cuban people while they remain in the hammerlock of the Castro 
regime?

We are doing several things.

o We fully support the Cuban Democracy Act as a tool to 
promote democratic change in Cuba. The mandated provisions of 
the Cuban Democracy Act are now in place and we, like you, will 
work energetically to follow through on its implementation.
The shipping restrictions are being observed. Since the bill 
was signed last year, no licenses have been issued for trade by 
U. S. subsidiaries except those related to pre-existing 
contracts. The Act has also been enormously helpful at this 
time of great physical suffering,in Cuba by permitting the 
American people to extend a helping hand to the Cuban people, 
through private donations of food and medicines to private 
individuals and to non-governmental organizations. As you 
know, the administration has licensed many large shipments of
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private aid to the Cuban people since that time. I believe 
that this aid will help build trust and confidence between the 
United States and the people - 1 repeat the people - of Cuba. 
Such trust can help speed the end of the nightmare to which 
they have been subjected for so long.
o We continue to broadcast free news and Information to the 
people of Cuba. Radio and TV Marti underline this 
administration's commitment to promote the flow of information 
and ideas to the Cuban people. We are committed to the right 
of the Cuban people to learn what is going on in their country 
and the outside world,: and the administration will not waver in 
its support for that right. I am very grateful that Congress 
heeded President Clinton’s appeal and voted to provide funding 
for fiscal year 1994 for this invaluable program. Now more 
than ever, the Cuban people need the kind of information that 
Radio and TV Marti provide.
o We continue to inform the world community of Cuba's human 
rights abuses. Our embassies all over the world regularly 
raise these abuses with host countries, the press and 
influential decisionmakers. This has contributed to passage at 
the United Nations and the United Nations Commission on Human 
Rights of a string of resolutions we have drafted that condemn 
Cuba for its human rights violations. There is no longer any 
credible nation which disagrees with us on the issue of human 
rights in Cuba; the countries that still vote with Cuba are 
such human rights pariahs as Libya, Iraq and North Korea.

Cuba claims that there are no human rights abuses on the 
island, if that is the case, why won't the regime allow the 
UN's special rapporteur on human rights to visit? What is the 
government trying to hide? I again appeal to the government of 
Cuba to cooperate with the United Nations, and to let the 
special rapporteur visit.
o We have also taken steps to improve the ability of the 
Cuban people and American people to communicate freely. Under 
the Cuban Democracy Act, we have permitted U.S. 
telecommunications companies to begin talks with the Cuban 
government about improved phone service. Our offer is fair and 
similar to that we make to any other country in the region: 
full current settlement at normal commercial rates.
We know how important it is to Cuban-Americans to be able to 
talk to their loved ones on the island, and we are hopeful that 
the Cuban government will reach an agreement on the basis of 
the fair and reasonable offers now under discussion.

o The flow of information that stems from travel between 
countries is a key ingredient in weakening a dictatorship. By 
the same token, the economic windfall that open travel would 
provide Cuba could well prolong the suffering of a people under 
a totalitarian system. That is something that no American 
would favor. Therefore, our travel policy is balanced to 
support legitimate travel --that of family members yearning to
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see loved ones, journalists reporting on events in Cuba, 
academics engaged in serious research, diplomats and 
individuals conducting humanitarian and some educational and 
religious work — while firmly opposing tourist or business 
travel. Further, we will not permit travelers to be charged 
exorbitant fees for unwanted services.

One major issue that must be resolved is the settlement of 
claims by U.S. persons against Cuba. As you know, Cuba 
confiscated without compensation extensive American personal 
and corporate property. The United ‘States remains dedicated to 
adequate compensation for these losses by the government of 
Cuba at the earliest possible opportunity, as called for in the 
Foreign Assistance Act of 1961 arid reinforced by the Cuban 
Democracy Act.

The end of six billion dollars a year in Soviet military 
and economic aid has exposed the 'barrenness of Castro's 
economic policies. The Cuban people now know, if they ever had 
any doubt, that their government's economic policies are an 
abject failure. They have little to show'for over $100 billion 
in squandered Soviet aid except for misery, scarcity and 
ever-tlghter rationing. The government's response has been in 
the right direction and — for the benefit of the Cuban people 
we hope they will continue — but up to now has been too 
little, too late. The dollarization of the economy — imagine, 
the Castro government acknowledging the U.S. dollar as legal 
tender — only provides the stamp of approval for what had 
become common practice. Authorization for self-employment — 
outlawed since 1968 — is a small but significant step toward 
economic reform but still sets up a series of bureaucratic 
hoops for people to jump through, and still denies them the 
right to form companies or generate employment for others. The 
much-vaunted biotech and tourist industries cannot prosper, 
existing as they do in an imploding and grossly inefficient 
command economy.

There is, of course, a solution to Cuba's crushing 
problems. Ask any Cuban-American; it's the free market economy 
operating in a democratic society, I am convinced that if a 
democratic government were to unleash the creative and business 
skills of the Cuban people;, the island would regain its place 
among the very wealthiest nations of this hemisphere in a very 
short time. The United States stands ready to help Cuba make 
the transition to a free-raarket economy. This approach is 
outlined in the Cuban Democracy Act, in which Congress calls on 
the President to assist a free Cuba by ending the embargo, 
providing emergency relief and encouraging Cuba’s admission or 
reentry to international financial insitutions.
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I would now like to turn to a misconception that has 

emerged from time to time in the press and elsewhere, and that 
is that the Clinton administration intends to soften its policy 
towards the Cuban regime. This Is false. We can neither 
ignore nor negotiate away the human and political rights of the 
Cuban people. There will be no upgrade in relations until 
those rights are respected. In the meantime, we will continue 
to pursue those issues which over the years and through 
successive administrations have been determined to be in our 
national interest. Some which benefit the United States are:
o The continued operation of the U.S. Interests Section in 
Havana, which issues visas, protects our citizens, maintains 
contact with activists and: reports first-hand on events in Cuba;
o Legal and orderly migration from Cuba, and an end to alien 
smuggling activities and dangerous sea voyages which put 
innocent lives at risk. The experts — the House of Transit in 
Key West and Brothers to the Rescue in Miami — estimate that 
anywhere from three to ten Cubans fail to reach our shores — 
many tragically lost at sea -- for every one that makes it 
across safely;
o The return to Cuba of dangerous criminals who came in the 
Mariel boatlift. This will free up much-needed prison space, 
and save the U.S. taxpayer millions each year;
o The provisions of enhanced private humanitarian assistance 
to the Cuban people — working through newly established and 
strengthened non-governmental organizations.
o The pursuit of narcotics traffickers, wherever they may be 
found;
o Safety in the air and on the high seas; and,
o The prosecution of those who violate our Neutrality laws, 
and who recklessly endanger their own lives as well as the 
lives of innocent civilians.

Some have confused the pursuit of objectives which will 
benefit the United States with an alleged but non-existent 
upgrade in relations with Cuba, Let there be no confusion: our 
commitment to human rights and democracy for the Cuban people 
is unshakable.

Lastly, let me also be clear on another aspect of U.S, 
policy which the Cuban dictatorship has long tried to obscure: 
the claim that the United States has aggressive designs on 
Cuba. This claim is false. We have no intention of invading 
or dominating the island. The future of Cuba is something for 
the people of Cuba to determine, through free and fair 
elections under international observation. The people of Cuba 
need to know that they have friends in the people and 
government of the United States. We are eager to reach out to
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THE CUBAN DEMOCRACY ACT! 
ONE YEAR LATER 

ALEXANDER F. WATSON 
ASSISTANT SECRETARY OP STATE 

FOR INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 
BEFORE THE

COMMITOEE ON FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

NOVQIBER is, 1993

thank you for this opportunity to discuss 
recent developments in Cuba, u.S, Cuban policy, and the impact 
of the Cuban Democracy Act of 1992. ^

4. outset that President Clinton's policy
toward Cuba is to maintain our economic embargo until there is 
true democratic reform and respect for human rights, while 
reaching out to the Cuban people to alleviate their distress.
He does not intend to deviate from this policy.
• Cuba today is confronting the most serious economic crisis 
in its history. Six billion dollars in annual Soviet aid has 
ended. The ensuing economic collapse has laid bare the simple, 
sad truth that Cuba's inefficient, planned economy is unable to 

people's most basic needs. Remember that in the 
19jO s, Cuba had a per capita income among the very highest in 
Latin America; today, it;is among the very lowest. Foreign 
trade has fallen by 75%. Factories are closing, under- and 
unemployment may well be approaching forty percent and the 1992 
sugar harvest was the smallest in 30 years. Rationing has 
never been tighter. Milk is only available to children under 
seven, and Cubans are authorised but one shirt, one pair of 
shoes and one pair of pants or a skirt per year.

tragic facts should come as no surprise. They are 
the result of the failures of Cuba's command economy. Command 
economies everywhere have produced shortages and rationing, 
whether in Europe, the Soviet Union, Africa, southeast Asia — 
or the Caribbean. ,

In the face of this economic disaster, the Cuban government 
has made some grudging modifications, but they have been too 
little and too late. The government's first priority is clear; 
to maintain control of the Cuban people. For example, 
individual private enterprise, abolished in 1968, is again 
permissible, but the individual must fall within one of about 
130 specific categories, and register with and be approved by 
the state. Those engaged in private enterprise cannot be 
university graduates and may not hire another person or form a 
company. Farmers still cannot sell their produce to city 
dwellers, and it is still illegal for Cubans to freely buy and 
sell their homes or make a private investment.
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Cuba touts its high priority tourism and biotechnology 
industries in which it has invested so much scarce 
hard-currency resources. However, these industries cannot 
succeed in resolving Cuba's pressing economic needs, mired as 
they are in centralized inefficiency, in addition, Cuba 
maintains an enormous and costly military and security 
apparatus. Its armed forces, although smaller than in the 
past, are still the third largest in Latin America, after only 
Brazil and Mexico, countries with populations significantly 
larger than Cuba's, Its massive state security forces seek to 
control every detail of the doily life of the average Cuban.
They are an enormous drain on the Cuban economy. More 
importantly, however, they indicate the regime’s determination 
to maintain absolute political control.

The modest economic changes T have outlined have not been 
accompanied by political change. Basic human rights remain 
repressed and democratic practices are not tolerated.

In short, Cuba is a country at a dead end.
Its economic and political systems have failed, and provide 

the Cuban people with neither the prosperity nor the freedom 
that they long for. Their daily existence is marked by 
scarcity, rationing and long lines. Their future under the 
current regime is without hope.

What is our response to this human tragedy, in a country 
just 90 miles from our shores? On the one hand, we will 
continue our diplomatic, political and economic isolation of 
the Cuban government and maintain our economic embargo as a 
form of leverage and pressure on the Cuban Government to start 
to meet the economic and political needs of its people. On the 
other hand, we will actively reach out to the Cuban people with 
humanitarian assistance, an offer of improved 
telecommunications and an increased flow of information. This 
two-track policy, which is reflected in the Cuban Democracy 
Act, is supported by this Administration because it meets our 
strategic as well as our humanitarian interests as a nation.

These two tracks are clearly complementary. As the authors 
of the Cuban Democracy Act wisely recognized, we must make it 
clear that the regime’s denial of basic human rights is and 
will remain unacceptable to the United States, while still 
reaching Out to the Cuban people.

Against this backdrop of Cuba’s current situation, let me 
review the Act section by section.

Section 1703 of the Cuban Democracy Act correctly describes 
current U.S. policy. We believe that the future of Cuba is for 
the people of Cuba to decide through free and fair elections 
under international observation. We believe that the economic 
embargo and diplomatic isolation are the best ways to maintain
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nr«ssure on the Cuban government to adopt democratic reforms :
the h-»an rights o£ the Cuban people.

We also want the Cuban people to tao«, to use the Li
Section 1703, that we are also willing to refluce the sanctions 
in carefully calibrated ways in response to positive ieveUpmeiis ?n Cuba.- to date, we have 

towards democracy or towards respect for human tights,

terms. Many western countriesp such as 5wea , , .crrSliy, have ended their sjodest^.ld P^^»9r»»s^to^OihaJue^to,

SnSnS^^rro^iSrSolas to cub.; "^!?ru,h
Cuba in 19931 France is the only c _ . „ neither France
S«”the"lc“el”UrSw o!s!”id; Spain Is a candidate for some
IMET funds. Spain’s loan of food,humanitarian purposes, specifically the purchase or roo

«or+-inn 1705* "Suppoit fot the Cuban people, is being
i„pllmenteS. Foid donation, to Cuba-based individua s or

:raK':u;.nrs-KSE&Sorgo^er^Sentaro^ganiSations An_Cuba.^ ^Iihen''?heie^it*'' 

“Lq«4^oLs?te“inspMt?o^ and other appropriate means to 

verify that the export is not misused,

“t"li Comunliid^Slbrea and IarITAS Cuba, the charitable 

organization of the Catholic Bishops.
Earlier this year, the Administration also authorized the 

”Basra?i organization to rSpp?fL"Hr' the
Florida, with cargos ?‘”®J!;®^i-“j4eStal groups. These large 

ar:'tn“”Sd?wL to tSe thousands of fully-licensed
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Island®^ relatives on the
f«r «>;/,• continue to look at ways to streamline procedures for sending humanitarian goods directly to the Cuban people,

I want to emphasize, Mr. Chairman, that there are legal
significant amounts of humanitarian assistance 

to the Cuban people. This Administration will continue to 
vigorously oppose politically-motivated efforts to undermine 
tne U. S. economic embargo.

telecommunications, the Cuban Democracy Act
adequate" telecommunications between 

Cuba. Under guidelines issued by the 
Bdrainifitration, u.S. companies are now negotiating with Cuban 
authorities for a substantial increase in telephone links, with 
full current settlement at standard international rates. 
Unfortunately, the Cuban response has initially been less than 
positive. However, we know how important it is to 
Cuhan-Americans to be able to talk with their loved ones, and 
will continue working for better phone links.

In regard to direct mail delivery, our approach to Cuba in 
the past for such service met with a negative Cuban response.
We hope that subsequent overtures will be more fruitful.

On assistance to support democracy in Cuba, The National 
Endowment for Democracy continues to support human rights 
projects related to Cuba, disbursing over $500,000 in FY-93, 
These projects are undertaken by a wide variety of groups 
outside of Cuba, such as Freedom House, the Jose Marti 
Foundation, the American Institute for Free Labor Development, 
the Cuban Committee for Human Rights and the Human Rights 
Information Bureau. They are designed to promote nonviolent 
democratic change, as the CDA calls for.

Section 1706(a), the prohibition on licensing trade with 
Cuba by foreign subsidiaries of U.S. firms, has been in effect 
since the Act was signed on October 23, 1992. The Department 
of the Treasury has ceased to issue licenses for trade with 
Cuba by U.S.-owned or -controlled firms located in third 
countries that had previously been permitted under certain 
circumstances by Treasury's Cuban Assets Control Regulations. 
Subsequent to the Act’s passage, and consistent with its 
provisions, Treasury only licensed such transactions where the 
underlying contracts were entered into before the Act was 
enacted.

Section 1706(b), sanctions on vessels calling at Cuban 
ports, has also been implemented. The Department of Treasury, 
in coordination with the Customs Department, has issued notices 
to all United States port authorities, informing all shipping 
agents of the COA prohibitions. All indications have been that 
notification deterred such vessels coming into our ports to 
load or unload cargo.
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Sections 1707 and 1708 concern u,S. aid and assistance to a 

transitional and to a democratic Cuban government. We of 
course will be ready to help Cuba in appropriate ways in its 
transition to democracy^ once the process is underway. We have 
read the draft "Free Cuban Support Act“ legislation proposed by 
Congressman Menendes and several; co-sponsors with interest and 
wish to work with this committee on ways to respond to the 
inevitable change in Cuba.

Although the CDA does not deal extensively with the issue 
of travel to Cuba, i believe it is an important issue to 
address, since it has received widespread attention in the past 
few months. The freedom to travel is a right that Americans: 
cherish. As you know, U.S. law docs not prohibit travel to 
Cuba. It does, however, prohibit spending money on travel to 
Cuba except for certain authorised categories, such as a visit 
with close relatives, or professional journalists reporting on 
events in Cuba. Over 15,000 American citizens and residents 
traveled legally to Cuba last year. The U.S. government has no 
desire to keep its citizens from learning about the country of 
Cuba, its people and its culture, but we do want to deny the 
Cuban government hard currency. We do not want to prolong the 
suffering of the Cuban people under a dictatorship, which could 
happen were the Cuban government to receive the economic 
windfall open travel would provide.

In October, the State Department gave provisional approval 
to the application of a licensed air charter service provider 
to increase flights to Cuba following changed visa procedures 
by the Cuban government. The Congress and the Administration 
were concerned that we not acguiesce in any attempt by the 
Cuban government to require individuals going to visit 
relatives to purchase hotel accoinraodation packages in order to 
obtain expedited visas. Therefore, the Office of Foreign 
Assets Control (OFAC) issued a General circular advising 
licensed travel service providers that they could sell such 
packages only if a traveler voluntarily indicated he wished to 
stay in a hotel,

We hove been monitoring the new travel procedures carefully 
since the issuance of the OFAC circular, information received 
from the air charter service provider indicates there has been 
compliance with the circular. We intend to work with OFAC to 
continue close monitoring of these travel-related transactions 
to ensure that any hotel packages sold are purchased on a 
voluntary basis. Meanwhile, we have begun a policy of 
approving additional flights, after a careful review, on a 
month-to-month basis. The demand, however, has not been as 
great as the air charter service providers anticipated.

Also on the subject of travel, approximately one hundred 
and seventy members of the Ad Hoc Committee for Freedom to 
Travel took a protest trip to Havana the second week of 
October. Their publicly stated goal was to violate the 
embargo's ban on travel-related expenditures and assert an
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Situation to determine if there is sufficient to warrant prosecution. As with huLnitariai
the policy on travel is to support boththe letter and the spirit of the embargo. support ooth

major travel^related issue eliciting sianifirani-f?ee-flL^of InfS interagency review If the
tree-flow of information as it relates to all economi*^
ConSressL^^S®^®"'®' which Secretary Christopher told

? Berman we would undertake. We seek to strike a 
between the U.S. interest in promoting democracy 

through enhanced information exchange; including by travel and: foreign pSucy anS se?u?ity golli.®^^ 
dual commitment is to enforce^a strong 

22while reaohie, out

trarw I Wish to emphasize the importance of bothwHSlhe 0?her^ wfLf ? are intcttwiSea
wicn Lne other, without the embargo — and vigorous

provisions — our leverage to promote 
° 5'°“^'* '^iaSipate overnisht. withoit

Information sharing, our policv plop?e“®=='^ the’sul^LKg^SI the

wSoJam* * ? “““Ptehensive, well reasoned
and^the Freollrf °* Close collaboration between Congress
ana the Executive, and one which enjoys bipartisan suDnnrP woare saying -no- to a dictatorial government n wrgiv^an

under i^ we look
forward to the day when the Cuban people regain their frppdnm 

Thank you.



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASH IN GTO N

February 11, 1994

MEMORANDUM FOR RICHARD FEINBERG

From:

Subject:

Joe Velasquez 

Cuban Rally

What do you think of the rally described in the attached memo? We need your advice 
on actioiL

Please advise. I can be reached at x6-6257.

Thanks.
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Karla Arias,
Joe Velazquez & Reta Lewis 
White House Political Affairs

Ueminio San Ronan

February 24, 1994 Rally in tbe Capitol

DATll February 11, 1994

Unlda Cubans (Cuban Unity) an umbrella organization composed of 
approxinotely one hundred Cuban-Ai&erioan organizations its calling 
for all Cuban-American exiles around the country and all 
organizations to participate in a rally on Capitol Hill to support 
the President's strong position on Cuba and also, in appreciation 
to all aenbers of Congress that have supported the Cuban Democracy 
Act of 1992 (February 24, celebrates the 99th anniversary of the 
Cuban War of independence).
I strongly believe that this is a great opportunity to gain 
additional support from Cuban-Anerleans for President Clinton. 
Although the President's track record on Cuban policy is solid as 
far as Cuban-Americans are concern, we shall take advantage of each 
and every opportunity to increase the President's popularity within 
the Cuban-American ooamunity.
We clearly understand that the President oannot attend this rally., 
I suggest that someone representing the President reads a letter 
from the President addressed to both Cubans in the island amd in 
exile describing as he has .done many times, his support for the 
Cuban Democracy Act of 1992, as the law of the land. In addition, 
since our oommunlty feels threaten by the Bill presented by 
Representative Rangel from Wew York, requesting an end to tbe 
embargo on the island, the President should Include language 
Indicating that he rejects any legislation that intends to lift the 
embargo without first obtaining from the Cuban government the 
following concessions:

1.

2.

3.

Free and democratic elections in the Island, supervised by 
international observers.
Participation in those elections without any restrains 
governmental interference by all dissident organizations 
within the island.
The end of the constant human rights violations by Castro'e 
government.

o
Pott.ir brand to ifansmiits) fOOTO 7671 

/^ / i<,aJ
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Jitst a reminder that this language although saems awfully strong, 
it has been the President's position in dealing with Castro's 
regina. I can assure you that continuing a strong policy towards 
Cuba will facilitate the President's ability to obtain support for 
his domestic policy.
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ALAN G. KIPNIS
OSCAB H laivrOA 
LI3A A. LEBWKB 
nCL'O u£ LA TOBRC 
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PCTtR H. EDWARDS

MAWIA VICTORIA ARIAS 
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.jAHCc r. uAnniNGTON
CLI9APCTH O. KOa.OW
H. M<:(LUI\NbLL
SAMUtL A. PERSAUD

.AiilVE ItOA

£C*i almamqra cmCk.B 
CORAL SABLES, FLORIDA 33l3« 

D.*.DC

BROWARD '30CI 781*113-^

FAX <30ei ^i>3£d2

FORT LAUDERDALE OFFICE 
OMC r*»«A»4GIAL rLASA

SUITE 2306

rnvT I aimiFUiTAI f, Fl O&lOA .T.TiOA

Fax AR7-2264

Or COURSiLL

TPRCHf R, I IRPMAN, VAI IN.RKV A MAIN 
ATTORN LTd AT LAW 

ONE FINANCIAL PLAZA
Suite 23Q0

pneT I AiinroHAi r. ci neinA 
OI*OWaRA

FILE NO. 
REPLY TOl

FAX TOaMSmTTM. SHEBT

TO: JOB VELAZQUEZ, RITA LEWIS, PETER SHAKOW
FAX «: 1-7.02-456-7!l2»
PHONE «: 1>202>456>6257

FROM:
FAX t: 
PHONE #: 
FILE t:

RE:

MARIA VICTORIA 
(305) 443-3292 
(305) 442-3334

RALLY AT U.S. CAPITOL

DATE: February 11, 1994
TIME: 1:59 pm
NUMBER OF PAGES TO FOLLOW: 5

MESSAGE: There is a march scliediiled for February 24, 1994.
The purpose of the march is to re-emphasize the 
Cuban comnninlty's support for the embargo against 
Castro and his government.

fS jf ^ ^ Of

XUA iBtoxamon ooatalnM la cola uronialSBlon !• «wnwy privileged and oonxidenclei. n le 
intended only for tiM nee of the indlvldnel or entity n—ert aneve. it tM xoader ot ttale nieesage 
1b not tto Intended leolpient, yoo an tereby notified that eny dimmnl nation, dlntrlODtlon or copy 
of tUe mwwiinination is strlatlv nrefclbited.
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Bm you may wanl lo hurry. 
They only have 1,000 cedincates 
— and (hose have gone fast in 
o(her cities where the program 
has been tried.

“It’s a huge Hnancial commit­
ment, so we’re hoping other Corn-

Officials in Hartford. Conn., 
canceled a gun buy-back efTorl 
recently when profiteers began 
turning in cheap weapons for the 
gin certificates.

Hart ford-area pawnshops 
reported a run on the inexpen-

one case, a man turned in 39 Chinese-made riHes worth about 
S70 each for a profit of about 
S 1.200.

Still, Miami Police Chief Cal­
vin Ross said there will be no 
limit to the number of guns a per­
son can turn in to Miami police

“It's not a matter of where you 
got the gun or how much you 
paid for it. It’s a matter of getting 
it off (he street,’’ Ross said.

The certificates are good at all 
FootLocker stores. The guns will 
be dumped into (he ocean, Ross 
said.

I wv/iv-a

Exiles plan rally to ask Clinton not to lift Cuba embargo
By ALFONSO CNARDV 
Harald Stain Writer

A group of Cuban exiles in 
Miami is organizing a Washing­
ton, D.C., rally in two weeks to 
uige President Clinton to resist 
renewed pressures to lift the 
CiRm trade embargo.

Organizers hope thousands of 
exiles from Miami and other 
U.S. cities will attend the demon­
stration at the Capitol on Feb. 
24, the 99th anniversary of the 
start of Cuba’s independence war 
against Spain.

The rally is being organized by 
Cuban Unity, a Miami exile 
oiganization that drew lens of 
thousands of people for an anti-

HOTLINES
.. of the pro-embargo rally in Washington, D.C., at
11:30 a.m. Feb. 24 have set up a hotline for resenratior^ CaH 
443-4131 horn 9 a m. to 9 p.m. Monday through Saturday.

■ AnU-mnhargo forces also have set up a hotline lor their 
New York rally Saturday at the Symphony Space Theater, Broad­
way and 95fh Street in Manhattan. For details, call (212)
633-6646.

Castro demonstration on Calle 
Ocho last October.

Cuban Unity, an umbrella 
mganization of 80 anti-Castro 
groups, has chartered a Boeing 
727 and 2S buses to transport 
Miami exiles to Washington.

Other groups in New York, Los 
Angeles, Chicago and other cities 
are asking local exiles to join the 
rally.

Cketails will be announced at 
11:30 a.mt today at the head­
quarters of Brigade 2506, the Day

of Pigs veterans association.
“We’re doing this to neutralize 

the new offensive against the 
embargo,” said Cuban Unity 
President Modesto Castaner. 
“With the rally, we’re asking 
President Ointon to stand firm.”

Hearings begin Mareh 15 in 
Washington on the Free Trade 
With Cuba Act. a bill lo lift the 
embarao that was introduced by 
Rep. Charles Rangel, D-N.Y.

Rangel will address an anti- 
embaigo rally in New York on 
Saturday. On March 6, the anti­
embargo religious group Pastors 
for Peace plans to cany its third 
big shipment of aid lo Cuba.

It viuu^iy _______lot better than the 
ment,” said Miramar 
ager Eric Soroka. “It I 
like they’re moving ji 
direction."

The proposed legisl 
the word "draft” st 
each of its 56 pages, i 
earlier bill that Dade 
and Miramar adminisi 
would have given (he 
too much power. Th< 
sion more narrowly e 
ceunpany's intent in se 
emmental rights.

The right lo condc 
erty, for instance, wou 
only to acquire land 
water or sewer lines o 
systems. Blockbuster i 
lied it would pay pro; 
to all local govemmeni 

“We have tried t< 
responsive to the com 
got,” said Jim Blosser 
lo Blockbuster Chai 
Wayne Huizenga. “1 
we’ve addressed the I hi 
principal objections, h 
see what their reaction: 

One reaction, froi 
Commissioner Alex
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f! :i :
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TO:
MR. JOE VELASQUEZ

COMPANYI

FAX. (?.n2) 456-7929_ 

from I ALFRED ESTRADA

DATB. 11/11/81.

TIHH! L-70 PM

KUMBER OF PARES TO 
FOLLOW I

COMMKKTi Aa per my previous fax, encl08.ed_i.^-£22y 

of the article that came out in the "Dlarlo 

Las Americas” Re: NAFTA/Joree Maa Canosa.
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506

December 13, 1993

MEMORANDUM FOR JOE VALASQUEZ 

FROM: RICHARD E. FEINBEl

SUBJECT: Meeting with Cuban-Americans in Miami

I had a good meeting with Maria V. Arias Rodham, Simon Ferro, 
Jorge Bolanos and several of their colleagues in
Ms. Rodham's offices in Miami yesterday. They presented several 
action recommendations that I want to pass on to you:

1) Consult with the Cuban-American Community (CAC) on the 
appointments being made for the directorship of the Office of 
Cuba Broadcasting and for its advisory board.

2) Keep the CAC appraised, as appropriate, of the work of the 
Congressionally-mandated panel reviewing our broadcasting to 
Cuba.

3) Look into the availability of airplanes, currently situated 
at an Air Force base in Arizona, for use by "Brothers to the 
Rescue."

4) Initiate regular, perhaps semi-annual, reports on the careful 
monitoring of the delivery of humanitarian assistance aid to NGOs 
in Cuba, as provided for under the Cuban Democracy Act.

5) Have the President and/or other senior officials direct 
swearing-in ceremonies of nationalized U.S. citizens in the Miami 
area.

6) Establish a Presidential Advisory Commission on U.S. policy 
toward a post-Castro Cuba. (We agreed that such a commission 
would have to eschew high-profile political leaders so as not to 
appear to be a government-in-exile.)

7) Keep the CAC informed regarding U.S. policy toward Cuba via 
visits by State Department officials, and the routine provision 
of major policy statements (e.g. the Vice President's Mexico City 
address).

Let's discuss how best to follow up on these interesting ideas.
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November 3, 1993

The Honorable Joe Velasquez 
Deputy Assistant to the President

& Deputy Director of Political Affairs 
The White Houe - Old Executive Office Bldg.
17th Street & Pennsylvania Ave., N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20506

Dear Joe;

I just wanted to send you a note to follow up on our 
meeting of last week.

As you know, we are eager to take a public position on 
NAFTA and would like to be of assistance to the 
Administration in this process. Since our meeting, however, 
we have not received any of the information which we 
discussed regarding the Congress and the votes with which we 
might be of assistance.

I firmly believe, Joe, that we can work together on 
NAFTA. I appreciate the fact that you understand the serious 
concerns the Cuban American community has regarding possible 
benefits which may flow to the Castro dictatorship as a 
result of NAFTA. I am also certain you understand our 
position becomes that much more difficult with news of Cuban 
Foreign Minister Roberto Robaina's visit with Salinas 
scheduled for this week and Mexico's vote this morning at the 
United Nations in favor of a Cuban resolution criticizing the 
U.S. embargo. This vote is a very serious matter with the 
Cuban American community.

I am confident, however, that we can address these 
concerns expediently and satisfactorily, and I look forward 
to speaking with you soon. I hope and trust that we will be 
able to cooperate on this important issue of great interest 
to all of us.

Warme ards,

Jorge L. Mas 
Chairman

MIAMI: P.O. BOX 440069 / MIAMI, FLORIDA 33144 / TEL: (305) 592-7768 / FAX: (305) 592-7889 
WASHINGTON: 1000 THOMAS JEFFERSON STREET N.W., SUITE 505 / WASHINGTON, D.C, 20007 / TEL.: (202) 265-2822
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PRESS RELEASE ' 

^NOTADEPRENSA

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
October 13, 1993

FOR INFORKATZOH CONTACT 
Fernand Rojas (305) 592-7768

PRESIDENT CLINTON URGES CONTINUATION OF RADIO 6 TV MARTI / 
HOUSE-SENATE CONFERENCE COMMITTEE APPROVES FUNDING

A House-Senate conference committee this afternoon 
approved $21 million in funding for Radio 6 TV Marti, the 
U.S. broadcasts of uncensored news and information to the 
people of Cuba. The measure comes just hours after President 
Clinton urged Members of Congress to support the programs.

The Congressional action and the President's letter came 
in spite of repeated editorial attacks by the The New York 
Times and The Miami Herald against TV Marti at a time when 
the Administration is working to improve the efficacy of the 
program. Recent defectors have substantiated the importance 
of the programs in promoting democracy on the island, and the 
yearning of the Cuban people to receive TV Marti.

The Administration has continuously reaffirmed its 
support of the programs as important tools of 
diplomacy and called for full funding in its 1994 budget 
presented to the Congress.

Furthermore, the Clinton Administration has stated its 
commitment to make TV Marti work. Several weeks ago, tte 
Administration authorized changing the direction of TV 
Marti's signal in an effort to circumvent Cuba's extensive 
and coetlv jamming efforts concentrated in central Havana. A 
subsequent report, declassified last week, said "TV Marti 
found a crack in [the] Cuban Electronic Curtain."

"We appreciate President Clinton's and the Congress' 
leadership and their reaffirmation of support in the fight 
for democracy in Cuba," said CANP president Francisco 
Hernandez, "It also demonstrates the irrelevance of certain 
newspaper editorial boards in this country who have been 
urging the U.S. government to summarily cancel TV Marti, thus 
granting a desperate Fidel Castro a much needed political 
victory."

- 30 -

..... ..... / ^AV- /ones AQ9.7AAQ
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lNOTADEPRENSA
13 de octubre de 1993

PRBSIDENTB CLINTOK RECOMIEKDA CONTINUACION DE RADIO Y TV MARTI / 
COKITE CONJUMTO DEL SBNADO Y LA CAMARA APRUEBAN FONDOS

Un comit6 conjunto' del Senado y la CAmara de Represeritantes 
del Congreso norteamcricano aprobd esta tarda la asignacion de 21

informativas y noticiosas al pueblo de Cuba. La aprobaci^n se llevo 
a cabo solo boras despues que el Presidents Bill Clinton insto a 
los miembros del Congreso a respaldar las transiaisiones.

La niedida congresional y la carta presidencial se efectuaron 
a pesar*“de los repetidos ataques de los rotatlvos Tbg X9FH
Timee v The MiaTn'i Herald en contra de TV Marti precisamente en el 
J^to en Tie la administracion del Sr. Clinton estA b^s^ndo 
formas de mejorar la eficacia de esta programacion federal. 
Desertores que ban escapado recientemente de las garras del 
castrocomunismo ban verificado la importancia *5^® 
progrzuiias en la promocidn de los valores democrAtlcos dcntro de 
Cuba y el anhelo del pueblo cubano de recibir adecuadamente a TV

adnini.traci(5n pr«*ia«eial ha raalinaado contl^uamenta su 
apoyo a esta progranacidn federal que ha califieado como 
iSpJrtantes instrumentos de diplomacia e incluyb una P®tici6n para 
qua estos recibieran fondos completes en el prcsupuesto de 1994 que
entregOeal^congre Bill Clint^ ha
pdblicament© su compromiso de hacer de TV ..
corounicacidri eficaz. tlace varias semanas, la administraci^ 
autorizo un importante cambio en la direccidn da la senal de tv 
Marti hacia Cuba con el fin de evadir los esfuerzos extensivos y 
costosos que emplea el regimen castrista en interferir las 
transmisiones que hasta fecha reciente se han concentrado ® 
centre de la ciudad de La Habana. Un informe posterior a ®ste 
cambio que fue desclasificado per el gobierno federal la semana 
pasada report© que »TV Marti ha encontrado una rendi^a en la
cortina electronica cubana”. j ^ AnFrancisco »Pepe” Hernandez, Presidente de la Fundaclon
Nacional Cubano Americana, declard: -'Agradecemos el 
Presidente Bill Clinton y dal congreso federal y esta beafiraacion 
de su apoyo en la lucha por la libertad y la 9^1 '
Queda demostrada la irrelevancia de ciertas juntas 
periodisticas en este pais que han estado
federal para que cancels de repente a TV Marti, otorgAndole a un 
Fidel Castro en crisis una victoria politica qu 

desesperadamente”.

PARA MAS INFORMACION; Fernando Rojas (305) 592-7768

P.O
. BOX 440069 / MIAMI, FLORIDA 33144 / TEL/ (305) 592-7768 / FAX: (305) 592-7889
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RESULTS OF SURVEY BY ROBERT SCHROFT & ASSOCIATES
OCTOBER 20, 1993

CANF
Jorge Mas

MIAMI

Hispanic (Non-Cuban) 

55% Support vs. 25% 

71% Support vs. 18%

Cubans
82% Support vs. 9% 

76% Support vs. 16%

CANF
Jorge Mas

HIALEAH

All Hispanics
77% Support vs. 9%
68% Support vs. 16%

Jorge Mas

CUBAN AMERICANS AGES 18 TO 49 

60% Support vs. 23%

Jorge Mas
CUBAN AMERICANS AGES 50 OR MORE 

83% Support vs. 13%

PRESIDENT BILL CLINTON

All Hispanics 

61% .Support vs. 34%
Cubans

59% Support vs. 34%

MIAMI: P O. BOX 440069 / MIAMI, FLORIDA 33144 / TEL: (305) 592-7768 / FAX: (305) 592-7889 
WASHINGTON: 1000 THOMAS JEFFERSON STREET N W , SUITE 505 / WASHINGTON, D.C. 20007 ! TEL (202) 265 2322



THE WHITE HOUSE 

Office of the Press Secretary

Internal Transcript May 18, 1994
REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT 

IN VIDEOTAPING FOR CUBAN INDEPENDENCE DAY

The Library
5:33 P.M. EDT

THE PRESIDENT: On this May 20th, Cuban Independence
Day, I wish to convey to you, the people of Cuba, the best wishes of 
the American people. We fully share your hopes and aspirations for a 
future when you can enjoy freedom and democracy. For over three 
decades, Cuba has suffered under an inhumane dictatorship. It's my 
deep and committed desire that the Cuban people will live in liberty.

The centerpiece of my administration's foreign policy 
toward Latin America and the Caribbean has been a commitment to 
democracy, human rights and accountable government. A welcome tide 
of democratic government has swept throughout the hemisphere. The 
will of the people is being expressed through democratic elections 
and the strengthening of the rule of law.

_ Only two countries in the entire hemisphere remain 
outside this democratic community of nations -- Cuba and Haiti. And 
we are working hard for the restoration of the freely and fairly 
elected constitutional government of President Aristide in Haiti. 
Cuba's time has also come.

We wish for the people of Cuba what we wish for all 
people of the Americas — freedom of the press and speech, protection 
from arbitrary arrest and respect for due process, and the rule of 
law. We wish for the people of Cuba what we strive for for ourselves 

prosperity, an environment where our basic needs are met and where 
our children can grow and develop spiritually and in safety. We 
wish, on this historic anniversary, for a prosperous, vibrant 
flourishing democracy that frees the creativity of the people'of

be clear. We maintain the trade embargo against 
the Castro regime because the United States does not want to do 
anything that could strengthen the dictatorship. At the same time, 
the Cuban Democracy Act allows humanitarian assistance and the free 
flow of communications and ideas that can help to alleviate the 
suffering and isolation of the Cuban people. It is for this reason 
that I will continue to support Radio and TV Marti; they are an 
important window to the world.

The United States has no quarrel with the Cuban people. 
There is a long history of mutual cooperation and admiration between 
our two peoples._ Only the dictatorship stands between our two 
nations. The United States will continue to encourage the dream of a 
free and democratic Cuba. As Jose Marti, hero of Cuba and of the 
Americas said, "We love liberty, because in it we see the truth."
The whole world has now seen the truth of the failure of 
dictatorship. I pray that soon the Cuban people will enjoy the 
freedoms, the rights, the privileges that they deserve as human 
beings and that democracy so vigorously guarantees.

END 5:35 P.M. EDT
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(ALTERNATE INTRO)

5:37 P.M. EOT

Senator Bob Graham,^Governor Lawton^rh^?^ colleagues
Congress that are participating i^this M °"^her members of
Cuba's Independence Day. ^ ^ historic commemoration of

and its ChairLn°"Ho?'“^eh\as®cfnns^ American National Foundation
cause of a free 4nd LsocLuS cZ ' T^?rtlfconeitsent to the
long odds in bringing this cause Lfore an'^aoathe??® ''°V
oases, unsupportlve — world community? ^Pa^hetio — and in many

community of democratio'^nations°h??^ desire for Cuba to join the 
Cuban American National Foundatio? S™ hemisphere. The
keeping the cause of a free CuL befo?e*^fh^®? an important role in 
have rightfully made use ?? yo?? dJm?c?,??? *”®“den people. You
States to advance the cause orLSo°m“”n\“o^rn1t°Tve"cu“:.“"'"^^

END 5:39 P.M. EDT

[ALTERNATE CLOSE]

5:40 P.M. EDT

enjoy the freIdLs?^?ight^and p?i^ilegL''thL^thL''d® 

beings, and that democracy so vlgorou?!? gua?L?e?L

and to the CubL'^ALr^can Na??o??? S°”“"ity in the United States,
helping us all to remember the suff^nq^^^Jha^n'"’®?’' 
have never forgotten the trarror^w ^®^mg of the people of Cuba. You confident your^SorranS sac?i??L ;^i(?“J "^hive land. I am entirel? 

- Cuba will be free. Thank you and GoS b?esf '*“imate goal

END 5:41 P.M. EDT
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the president has seen'H^

MEMOBANDUM

TO: Representative Lincoln Diaz Balart

FROM: Rob Schroth

RE: Miami/Hialeah survey reaufta

DATE: December 2, 1993

Ss/ucfos.

As we discussed earlier, I share your opinion of the political progress President 
Clinton has made within the Cuban-Amerlcan community in South Florida... 
progress I attribute to you and others whp have spread the word that this 
Democrat Is different when It comes to our nation's policy toward Cuba.

As promised, here are the numbers from the poll I conducted for WLTV-23 and the 
Miami Herald between October 14-17, 1993.

Opinions of Bill Clinton

Fevorabla UnfAvorabla

Miami Cuban-Americana* 59% 34%

Hialeah Cuban-Americane* 64% 29%

*n * 261 Cubift-Amerfoan* in Mitmi [*h 9%)
*n«266 Cubtn-AinHotM In HItiMh (4-A a%) *

As you correctly pointed out. these results are made even more impressive 
considering that the President only received 18% of the Cuban-American vote last 
November.

Let's talk again eoon. 5335 WlKoiuln Avanut.JIW 
SuKi 700 

Wishlngron, DC 20015

:o: o34-;35'



November 11, 1993

MEMORANDUM TO [SEE DISTRIBUTION LIST]

From: Joe Velasquez, Deputy Assistant to the President
for Political Affairs

Reta Lewis, Special Assistant to the President 
for Political Affairs

Re: Meeting With Cuban-American Leaders on November 15th

The Office of Political Affairs has arranged a meeting with 
leaders from the Florida Democratic Party and Florida's Cuban- 
American community for Monday, November 15th at 2:00 p.m. in room 
476 of the Old Executive Office Building.

The purpose of thp -meeting is to discuss the current state of 
Florida Democratic politics in the context of the 1994 and 1996 
elections. The focus of this meeting will be on the expansion of 
Democratic support in Florida's Cuban-American community.

Monday's meeting will also be an opportunity to open discussions 
regarding the Administration's relationship and involvement with 
the Cuban-American community.

We hope that you will be able to participate in this very 
important meeting. If you have any questions or would like 
additional information, please do not hesitate to contact one of 
us at X6257.

Thank you.

Attachment

cc: Joan Baggett
Craig Smith, DNC Political
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AGENDA

MEETING WITH FLORIDA DEMOCRATIC LEADERSHIP 
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 15TH, 1993, 2:00 P.M. 

ROOM 476, OLD EXECUTIVE OFFICE BUILDING

(Working Dociunent — For Internal Use Only)

I.

II.

IV.

V.

Opening and Introductions - Joan Baggett

The Working Relationship Between the White House 
and the Democratic National Committee - Joan Baggett

The Importance of Florida in the 1994 and 1996 
Elections - Craig Smith, DNC

The Importance of Latino Support in the 1994 and 1996 
Elections - Joe Velasquez

Discussion of Cuban American Issues (such as:)

*Cuban-American appointments (Boards &
Commissions, Judges, U.S. Attorneys, Political 
Appointments—such as Cuban Broadcasting position)

*Opportunities to expand the base of Latino 
support within Florida and nationwide

*Development of a surrogate group within the 
Cuban-American community


