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FACT SHEET -- CUBA

I. POLICY TOWARDS CUBA

The goal of the US is to promote a peaceful, rapid 
transition to democracy in Cuba.

US policy towards Cuba is based on the Cuban Democracy Act 
which has bipartisan support. The Act stipulates that we will 
maintain sanctions as long as Castro refuses to move towards 
democracy and greater respect for human rights.

The Act states that we are prepared to reduce sanctions in a 
carefully calibrated way in response to positive developments in 
Cuba. We have not seen such progress.

II. MIGRATION CRISIS

The migration crisis was provoked by Castro's decision to no 
longer prevent Cubans from taking to the seas in unsafe vessels.

As a result, more than 32,000 Cubans were picked up at sea 
and are now under U.S. protection at Guantanamo and in Panama.

On August 19, the President announced that the US would 
rescue Cubans at sea and take them to a safehaven at Guantanauno 
Bay. Migrants from Cuba would not be allowed to enter the OS.

The President also announced a series of actions to expand 
the flow of information to the people of Cuba and to limit the 
ability of the Cuban government to accumulate foreign exchange.

The agreement reached on September 9 with the government of 
Cuba put an end to the massive outflow of Cuban rafters.

The agreement also provides for the legal migration into the 
U.S. of at least 20,000 Cubans per year. The agreement has put 
an end to irregular departures and promoted orderly, safe and 
legal migration.

III. CUBANS IN SAFEHAVENS

There currently are roughly 22,000 Cubans at Guantanamo and 
roughly 8,000 in Panama.

. The President has taken a series of humanitarian steps 
relating to Cubans in safehavens. The Attorney General is 
paroling into the U.S. seriously ill persons who cannot 
adequately be cared for in the camps, unaccompanied young 
children, and migrants over 70.



.

LAWSUIT

In response to a lawsuit filed by a group of Cuban- 
Amerleans, a federal court in Florida has entered a temporary 
restraining order barring the US from returning any Cuban from 
Guantanamo or Panama until the court has had time to address the 
claim that they are being forcibly sent back. The hearing is 
scheduled for October 26, at 1:00 P.M.

A plane was scheduled to return 23 Cuban volunteers on 
October 25, but was prevented from doing so pending the hearing.

US policy is unambiguous: No Cuban currently at Guantanamo
or in Panama should be either forced or encouraged to return.
All Cubans are given the opportunity to choose to stay under U.S, 
protection.

If a Cuban asks to go home, our policy is to permit his or 
her return. We do not wish to hold Cubans against their will.

To date, 42 Cubans have returned. All have done so 
voluntarily. All 23 scheduled to depart had expressed a strong 
desire to go home. [SEE ATTACHED DECLARATION - Tab A] -

The lawsuit charges that inhumane camp conditions indirec€3L|^ 
coerce Cuban migrants into returning home. ‘ ‘

The USG has taken extraordinary steps to provide for alll| 
migrants in safehavens, and will continue to do so. [SEE 
ATTACHED FACT SHEET - Tab B]

The lawsuit also charges that we have denied the lawyers 
access to the safehavens.

Although the priority was providing for the migrants' 
immediate needs, authorities in the safehavens have tried to 
facilitate visits to the camps. Representatives of various 
interested non-governmental organizations include Amnesty 
International, the US Committee for Refugees, the US Catholic 
Conference, and a group of Cuban-American lawyers) have been 
given access to the camps at Guantanamo Bay.

On October 20, 1994, four days before the lawsuit was filed, 
officials of the USG informed the attorneys by telephone thatl 
they would be allowed to meet with Cuban migrants in safehave^.

This position was confirmed in writing in a letter dated 
October 24 [SEE ATTACHED LETTER - Tab C].



THE WHITE HOUSE 

Office of the Press Secretary

For Iitunediate Release October 14, 1994

Statement by the Press Secretary

The President today announced a series of immediate humanitarian 
steps relating to Cubans in safehavens in Guantanamo and Panama.

First, the Attorney General will parole into the United States 
chronically ill persons and their caregivers who cannot be 
adequately cared for in the camps.

Second, she will parole into the United States unaccompanied 
young children now in the safe havens.

Third, she will parole into the United States migrants over 70.

In each case, we will ensure that those paroled in have 
appropriate sponsors.

Fourth, the Administration will conduct a review of the status of 
all children in the camps.

Fifth, we have launched a major effort to persuade other 
countries to accept some of the Cuban migrants.

Sixth, although much remains to be done, significant improvements 
have been made in the camps including providing better food, 
inaugurating mail and telephone service, and improving sanitary 
conditions. Attached is a fact sheet showing the time table for 
improvements.

The administration shares the deep concern of the Cuban-American 
community for the well-being of all the Cubans in safehavens.
The root cause of these problems is in Cuba. The administration 
is dedicated to pursuing policies which will lead to a rapid and 
peaceful movement to democracy in Cuba.

#



FACT SHEET
IMPROVEMENTS AT PUANTANAMO

There are five tiers of improvement categories:

I. Infrastrucmrc/facilities

n. Food/clothina/medicine

in. Personal communications

IV; Education/recreation

V. Other/adm’Jiistrative

INFRASTRUCTURE/FACILITIES

Water: Running water is now available in all Haitian and Cuban camps. Water has 

always been available for consumption, but construction of the last piping system 

for running water was completed on 9 October. Each migrant is provided safe 

drinking water and sufficient water for daily hygiene;

Tents: All migrants have shelter, but dust is still a problem in the Cuban camps. . 
As some migrants leave, camp officials can close some camps and build hard stands 

for other tents going up. The Haitian camps are located on hard surfaces (runways) 

and dust is not as bad in this location. Many steps have been taken to reduce dust. 
One measure that has had some success is the spreading of a soil stabilizer, another 

measure has been to plant surrounding ground cover. These are temporary 

measures until all tents are hardened to include concrete or wooden flooring. 
Projected completion of the hardening project is 15 November.

Sanitation facilities: There is currently one latrine for every 30 migrants. Qeaning 

is now done once every three days; by October 24 cleaning will be done once every 

day. Plans are now being developed to have permanent latrine facilities. The 

construction of sewer piping systems is slowed by the small geographic area and by



limited treatment capacity. Follow-on plans include expanding existing treatment 
facilities.

Camp areas: Each camp has an area for recreation. Half-court basketball and 

volleyball courts are being constructed, projected completion 24 October. 
Additionally, baseball diamonds and soccer fields are being built for common use.

FOOD/CLOTHING/MEDICINE

Milk: A preliminary supply of milk has been provided along with specialized milk 

for babies with digestive problems {Infamil with Iron, Similac). Follow-on supplies 

will be provided and sustained.

Food: Every effort is being made to develop a varied menu. There are now enough 

food stocks to allow the announcement of 2-day menus. Two new kitchens have 

been built Each migrant receives 2 hot meals and one MRE (Meal Ready to Eat) 

per day. Migrants take part in food preparation and as a result of greater food 

stocks the resulting menu has become more Cuban and Haitian friendly. Examples 

include the Haitian fare Paella and a Cuban recipe for Arroz con Polio on Sundays.

Qothing: Thanks to the efforts of many government and non-government 
organizations each migrant has spare clothing and shoes and ball-type caps for those 

that need sun-protection during the day. Over 35,000 pairs of shoes were purchased 

for the migrants and all have been distributed.

Medidne: There have been no outbreaks/illnesses of any serious nature within the 

last month. Hygiene is improving daily and preventive care is being developed by 

camp doctors. There are estimates of up to 250 pregnant women in the camps. Pre­
natal and post-natal facilities are being built to assist new and expectant mothers 

with the care and feeding of their children. Special milk/formula and other infant 
needs are being stocked.

PERSONAL COMMUNICATIONS

Mail: Limited postcard service has been available through tiie American Red 

Cross. A DoD/US Postal Service team traveled to Guantanamo last week to 

arrange regular letter service to begin in October. Initial service will include only



letter/post card mail. By early November details of package delivery will be 

announced.

Phones: 95 phone lines have been established solely for use by Cuban and Haitian 

migrants. All phones are operational.

EDUCATION/RECREATION

Educational faciiities»'£iipplies: Primary education is currently provided through 

the 6th grade level. Supplies for crayons, notebooks and school books in Spanish 

and Creole were provided with DoD funds.

Newspaper Deliveries: Daily newspaper delivery service should begin on 20 Oct.

Radio Service: There were over 1000 radios supplied to the migrants in September 

and more are being scheduled for delivery. Additionally, the radios are able to pick 

Radio Marti during the evening hours and DoD has been producing additional 
broadcasts through a temporary station called Radio Esperanza.

Other Media: Camp leaders are also given the opportunity to produce their own ^ ^ 
print media for the camps.

Recreation: The Cubans have asked for basketball areas and 6 are now being 

constmcted, expected completion is 20 October 94. Each camp will have a 

recreation tent by 12 Oct Other facilities are being planned and constmcted that 

include baseball diamonds and soccer fields, as previously mentioned. Special 
activities for children are also being implemented. Currently, there is a program to 

transport children and their parents or their caregivers to playground areas around 

the base. More playground facilities are being built within the family camps for 

greater access. Recreation tents are being stocked with supplies of games, cards, 
dominos and other related materials.



OTHER

Administrative: Mr. Guarione Diaz, a Cuban-American and President of the 

Cuban American National Council, was appointed Ombudsman to help assist in the 

U.S. Government’s effort to improve camp conditions. He has been instrumental in 

coordinating relief activities and supplies from the Cuban-American population.

Camp Leadership for the Migrants: Each camp has selected a small group of 

camp leaders and representatives to voice theii concerns over the conditions in the 

camps. The leaders’ recommendations are followed as much as practical. Camp 

leaders hold regular meetings with migrants in their areas and during these forums 

give updates from governmental agencies.

Cigarettes: Small shipments of cigarettes have been arriving id Guantanamo during 

the l^t two weeks. Other priority items such as milk for babies, clothes, shoes and 

other food stocks were delivered first The Administration is working with the 

Cuban-American community iri Miami for a large donation of cigarettes which DOD 

will arrange to have transported and distributed in the camps. - '

Camp Visits: Guantanamo has been visited by the Archdiocese of Miami, scores ' 
of press, US government officials, non-goveminental organizations, and 

many others in an effort to assist migrants. Ihfomiation will be released in 

November about how private citizens can arrange visits to Guantanamo. The first 
priority is to get those assigned duty to help die migrants.

Donated Goods/Services: The US Government welcomes aU donations of goods 

and services for the migrants in Guantanamo. The State Department has contracted 

the services of World Relief to accept and distribute donated goods to the migrants.

To Donate Goods, coniacxi Peggy Gilbert, World Relief, (914)268-4135.
•4 ^ .

To Donate Services^ contact: Mr. Guarione Diaz. Ombudsman for Cubans at the 

Camps, (305) 642-3484.



Asylum given 

to hundreds 

of rafters
Elderly, young and sick 

refugees to win freedom
By CHRISTOPHER MARQUIS 
AndMIRTAOJITO 
HeraW Staff Write™

WASHINGTON — The Qin- 
ton administration, under strong 
pressure from Cuban Americans, 
announced Friday that it will 
grant refuge to a Tew hundred 
elderly, sick and child refugees 
now detained in camps at Guan­
tanamo and in Panama.

No specific figure was given, 
although it is estimated that 
fewer than, 500 will be admitted 
from the 29,000 Cubans at 
Guantanamo Bay Naval Base 
and 6,000 at a U.S. military base 
in Panama.

But more might be coming. 
The White House announcement 
noted it will conduct a review of 
the status of all children in the 
camps — estimated at more than 
3,0(W — saying they would also 
be likely candidates for parole.

Ecstatic Cubans hailed the 
decision.

“This is the beginning of the 
end of this nightmare,'’ said 
Jorge Mas Canosa, chairman of 
the Cuban American National 
Foundation. “We are on the right

CUNTON'S PATH EASED
B Presidont Clinton’B deci­

sion to release soma Cubans 
from detention camps eases 
fear of demonstrations during 
his Miami visit tonight. 20A.

A BOOST FOR MAS?
B The U.8. poli^ shift on asy­

lum for rafters could boost sup­
port for Jorge Mas Canosa. 
chairman of the Cuban Ameri­
can National Foundation. 20A.

track.”
The new policy marks a shift in 

course for President Clinton, 
who sought to "demagneti«:” the 
United States as a destination 
during the exodus of Cuban boat 
people last summer. Clinton 
insisted in August that no 
Cubans taken into U.S. custody 
at sea would ever be granted 
entry into this country.

But Clinton relented in the face

PLEASESee OUAPATANAMO, 20A
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of increa$ing requests bv Cuban 
Americans to accept the most vulnerable of the refugees.

Effectiye immediately, chil­
dren without parents, people 
above the age of 70 and those 
who are gravely ill, as well as 
care-givers identified by base 
doctors, are all approved to come 
to the United States under 
paroles issued by Attorney Gen- 
er^ Janet Reno!

^There’s a general recognition 
that these arc humanitarian 
cases," said Michael Skol, deputy 
assistant secretary of state for 
inter-American affairs. “They're 
the sick, the very young and the 
very old. You can't keep these 
people locked up.”
Up to 500 expected

Richard Nucciu. a State 
I3cpartmeni official who is serv­
ing as a liaison to Miami’s Cuban 
community, estimated that the 
total number would not exceed 
5(jW.

U.S, military officers at the 
Guantanamo base have reported 
there arc 64 unaccornpanied boys 
and four girls there. Nuccio esti­
mated ’tHerc arc fewer than 200 
people/older than 70 and “a cou- 
pljC ofr dozen” who have been 
ic^ntifi^d as gravely ill, suffering 
frptri heart conditions and the 
like.

$pouses of those who qualify 
foir parole, as well as care-givers 
of the sick, will almost certainly

granted entry as well, officials 
said.

Catalina Reyes, a 33-ycar-old 
rs^er now in Guantanamo, said 
iit a telephone interview that 
tfvprybody in her camp was 
hdppv to hear the news.

’it s a step forward for us in 
this terrible situation wc arc in.” 
she said-“There is much faith 
today.”

Reyes, who was a radio and TV 
host in Cuba, is especially hope- 
fuk Her 63-year-oid husband 
.luan Garcia Diaz, a former polit­
ical prisoner, has rectal cancer. 
.She hopes they can both cotpc to 
Miami so he can receive piiopcr 
medical care and she can |take 
care of him. |
Other countries approached

The administration at the same 
lime announced it has launched 
"a major effort” to persuade 
other countries to accept some of 
the Cubans. Any of the detainees 
who are approved for legal travel 
to third countries arc welcome to 
leave the camps in Guantanamo 
and Panama, officials said.

Venezuela and Mexico have 
offered to take in Cuban refugees

utrtra • ocuujv oe roi.iiuwrr"'' living in their countries. 
said other countries have also 
expressed an interest in ofTeriiig 
residence to the boat people.

Cubans approved for U.S. 
entry face a final hurdle. They 
must find sponsors who say th^ 
arc willing to provide economic 
support for the refuRees for the 
first six months. Medical care for 
the ill, at least in the short run, is 
being covered by U.S. military 
hospitals.

Mas Canosa said the refugees 
who will be leh behind at the 
camps should not lose hope. He 
believes they will soon be 
allowed to go to third countries 
and once there can come to the 
United States under the Cuban 
American National Foundation’s 
Exodus program.

But Skol insisted that immigra­
tion programs geared to help 
Culwns stranded in third coun­
tries reach the Uriiied States, 
including the Exodus program, 
would not be allowed to bnng in 
Cubans who have been in Guan­
tanamo or Panama.

Others need visat
Administration officials said 

U.S. policy toward the bulk of 
the refugees remains unchanged, 
and the only way the others will 
be able to come to the United 
Slates is if they return to C4iba 
.Hnd apply fora travel visa at the 
U.S. Interests Section in Havana.

U.S. officials quietly concede 
that most of the refugees at the 
Guantanamo and Panama bases 
are retying on the political clout 
of Cuban Americans in the 
United States to eventually win 
their entry.

That political muscle was in 
evidence this week, on the eve of 
a Ginion fund-raising trip to 
Miami. Thousands of Cuban 
exiles planned to receive him 
with protests against the indefi­
nite detention of the refugees.

"If Clinton’s visit is what did 
it. so be it,” said Miami City 
Manager Cesar Odio, who called 
a meeting in his office Friday to 
trumpet the decision, six hours 
before the White House made its 
announcement.

Accompanying Odio were 
members of the Cuban American 
Advisory Ad Hoc CommitUx, an 
organization cttaied at the begin­
ning of the crisis to help improve 
the living conditions in the 
camps and make policy recom­
mendations.

The move came a day after a 
group of Cuban-Amcrican attpr- 
n^s met with lop While House 
omcials and threatened to sue 
the federal government for its 
policy of indefinite detention in

zuz “ioo o/ o
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Leaders say 

pressure 

for protest 

is easing
ByTOMnEDLER
H«rald Potttical EdKor

President Clinton's deci­
sion to release children and 
the elderly from the Guanta­
namo detention camps 
relieved fears that he might 
face angry demonstrations 
during tonight's fund-raising 
visit to Miami.

“1 feel very, very good," 
City Manager Cesar Odio 
said Friday. "We arc still 
going to sec some demon­
strations, but they will be 
very peaceful, just showing 
signs like 'Free our people.’ 
People will show (hey arc 
grateful."

Spanish-languagc radio 
commentator Tomas Garcia 
Fuste, who hosts call-in pro­
grams on WCMQ-AM. said 
the majority of his callers 
pnii^d the releases and the 
president.

"People are elated that 
people are beginning to be 
released from the detention 
camps.” he said.

The president and Mrs. 
Clinton are expected to 
.nrrivc at Miami Interna­
tional Airport shortly before 
6 p.m. today for a four-hour 
visit intended mostly to 
raise money for Democratic 
U.S. Senate candidates, 
including her brother, Hugh 
Rodham, of Miami.

The couple arc to appear 
first at a S10-per-pcrsoti 
rally for Rodham at the Port 
of Miami. They will then 
also attend a $l0,000-pcr- 
coupte dinner at the home of 
Coral Gables businessman 
.Hugh Westbrook, finance 
chairman of the Democratic 
Senatorial Campaign Com­
mittee.

Rodham said Friday that 
he and his Cuban-American 
wife, Maria Victoria Rod­
ham. had spoken to Cimon 
and his aides several times 
over the past week about the 
highly publicized plight of 
the detained children.

He said the liming of the 
announcement had little to 
do with the president’s polit­
ical visit to Miami, although 
some cityolTicials djsaireed;

"I think ft was the condi­
tion of the camp that caused 
him to move as quickly as he 
did,” Rodham said. "He 
realized that we needed to 
get those children and the 
elderly out of there."

An appeal to release the 
children even appeared in 
full-page advcriisemenis in 
Friday .s Mew York Times 
and Washington Post. In the 
ad. Dr. Manuel Rico Perez 
of Miami urged Clinton: “As 
a father. I know you under- 
Mund. Mr. President, these 
children beseech you to open 
ihc doors of the land of the 
free."

Rico said these ads, and 
another scheduled to run in 
today's Herald, cost him 
$73,000 of his own money.

"Maybe the president had 
my ad along with his break­
fast," Rico said.

Despite these develop­
ments. the presidential 
motorcade may encounter at 
least three groups protesting 
the decision last month to 
intercept and detain Cuban 
refugees at “safe havens" 
outside the United States.
T he largest of the detention 
facilities is at Guantanamo.

The grass-roots Cuban 
Unity, which in recent 
months has managed huge 
anti-Custro rallies in Little 
Havana and Hialeah, has 
called on Cuban exiles to 
line the roads and sidewalks 
that the motorcade is likely 
to take with signs urging the 
president to reverse nis pol­
icy and allow the refugees to 
come to the United Slates.

The Valladarcs Founds-' 
tion. headed by Armando 
Valladarcs, a former Cuban 
political prisoner and U.S. 
ambassador to the United 
Nations human rights com­
mission, continued its call 
for Cuban exiles to refuse to 
serve the president if they 
have the opportunity.

“For example, if a Cuban j 
waiter Is asked by Clinton to 
bring a towel or bacon and 

he should tell Cinton, 
*No, sorry Mr. President we 
don’t have any of that, just 
like in Guantanamo,’ ’’ said 
Armando Gutierrez, a direc­
tor of the Valladarcs Foun­
dation in Miami.

Herald staff writer Alfonso 
Chardy contributed to this 
report.
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Ointoo’s shift could boost support for Mas Canosa
By ALFONSO CHAROY 
Aiid LQETTE ALVAREZ 
hler»MSt«rfWi1wis 

The Clinton adrainistranat's 
announcement Friday allowing 
children, the elderly end :be 
ir.rirm to,be released from deten­
tion /itirtps may boost the

Panama. After aU, they said, Mas 
CaiTc$a had endorsed President
Clinto.i's policy of ceteniion, 
which eoc^ the era of wekom- 
iog Ctthan refugees Mrith open 
arms. .“Jorge has indeed iufTercd 
jonie darrage from the fallout.’ 
said Pedro Freyre, a Cuban 
Ameri^ who analyzes the exile 
cdtnmvMiTy ’ for the Greater
Miaii^«Chanber oi' Commerce 

nba CdterCuba Cdtenittee. “But this new 
devci^nient. tbe Clinton 
annoUBoemcKt. could help him 
recover. With this, the founda­
tion, has once again demon- 
strsted its ability to deliver tangi- 
bie'i^fitical results.’* 

Mi^'^Canosa and the founda­
tion'^’rot directly take credit 
for tlie.announcement. But Mas 
Caiuos^id his foundation staflT 
ItneAyStbat the White House .was 

iflig -the announcement and
';:jobniahsU. xnow in ath'ance

bmevoPthe details. Later, Mas 
'ab;^:Was ainong several exile

announced in Washington.
Praia* irs Util* Havana

In recent days. Mas Canosa
underooc hi^ly publicized 
e:Tort« Ic persuade Clinten to
release the chddren in Guiota-

recer/ly battered im^ of Jorge 
Mas Cshosa, the chairman of :he

namo, including a meeting with 
Puerto Rican Goverror Pedro

Cuban American National Foun­
dation.

Prior to the announcement, 
Mas Canosa had been under 
attack by ione exiles who 
blamed birh for the deleotion of 
more than JO,000 Cubans a; the 
GtiadUnan-iO naral base and

Roselb last week :hat resulted in 
a letler from Rosello to Clinton 
offering the ch.ldren refuge in 
Puerto Rico.

Mas Canosa's and the founda­
tion’s role in the policy' shift Fri­
day was no: lost on exiles in Ut-day was no: lost on exil 
tie Havana.

“The bad tbina is to sit and do 
nothing," said Miguel Victorero. 
“Tie easiest thing to do is just 
talk. At .east (Mas Canosa. is 
doing something. He's trying.’’

And this from Alberto Per- 
domo, a visitor to a Caile Ocho 
biibershcp: “He’s done good 
work. C-uantanarr>b was not his 
fault, and as you can see, I be situ­
ation i! progressing thanks to 
him.’’

It was a different story two 
woeks ago.

"MasCanesa, I don’t trust that 
man anymore,” said Teresa 
Pirciro, one of the 15 exiles 
interviewed in Little Havana, 14 
of whom were critical of Mas 
Canosa. “You can’t believe wbat 
he says anyniore.”

Until Fnday, many callers on 
Spunish language talk shows 
railed against Mas Canosa, 
accusing him of betrzyirg 
Cuban-Americsos with his tadt 
approval of the detention policy. 
YesUftUy, tbe crilidsm b^n to 
let up.

“During a Friday afternoon 
call-in slxrv people were very

liisilllin

isisiiiaaiit
TM CHAPMAN / -WraM j

DIVULQING DETAILS OF CUNTON PLAN:dorgo Mas Canosa, left, 
and City Manager Cesar OdIo, at City Hell.
hapoy that people are going to 
star; getting out of the camps.” 
said Toraas Caret i Fuste, news 
director at Spanisn-language 
ladio station WCMQ-Cadcna 
Nacional. ’This sentiment will 
benefit Mas Canoa indirectly.’’ 

.Vlas Canosa did not return a 
call to hit otTice seeking oom- 
menl for this aride. But Fraiv 
cisco ”Pepe” Hernandez, the 
foundation president, said Mai 
Canosa has been wrongly vili­
fied. Mas Canosa, Hernandez 
said, behaved diplomatically, 
nuking the bes: of a situation be 
was unable to ebamge.

CounVrig on Cfinten
Did Mat Canosa make the

Puidahing Caatro
Mas CanoM himself has said 

be backed Clinton not becauM: he 
liked the detention policy but 
because Clinton agreed to punish 
Fidel Castro by banning exile

right choice in backing Clinton? 
Jaime Suchiicki, a Universiry

d:' Miani Cuban affairs expert, 
said Mas Canesa backed Clinton 
bccaate of the perception that 
Oinion indeed has been tough 
on Castro given the trevel and 
cash baas.

* He’s done good 
work. Guantanamo 
was not his fault, 
and as you can see, 
the situation is 
progressing thanks to 
him.'

AUBEirTOFGnoOMO.
dheusshg Mas CanMSi, 

in Calto Ocho bwber Shop

travel and cash transfers to Cuba, 
a major source of revenue for the 
Cuban government.

What’s more, Clinion enacted 
the detention policy without con­
sulting Mas Cm>Dsa or other exile 
traders. Mas Canosa and three 
other leaders then endorsed Oia- 
ton’s oversJl policy, including 
detenticn, during a While House 
meeting Aug. 19 at the height of 
the crisis.

“.Mas Canosa is banking that 
the Clinton adtninislration will 
ma nuin a hard-line policy 
toward Castro and be feds that 
as long as Qinlon maintaias Ibal 
policy hc’l. support h;m and 
when he doesn't he’ll break with 
birr and denounce the policy.” 
Suchiicki said.

In his rirst public siatemcm
^fter tbe Aug^ 19 mcetirw with 

ilie ■Clinton, Mas Chnesa justified his 
actions.

“We would have preferred in 
the foundation ard myself per­
sonally that t.iis measure related 
to sending the Cubans to Guan­
tanamo would not have been 
taken,” Mas Canosa said on' 
WCMQ-Cadeni Nacional radic.

He said he endorsed Ibe policy 
because Clinton had made the
decision and :t was “irrevers­
ible” He urged exiles not to 
dwell on detentions and focus 
instead on Ibe other presidenlial 
decisions which, he saidi wpnld 
hasten Castro’s downfall.

Herald staff writer Ana Menei:- 
dez coKiributed ro this tepert
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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
Offic« of thQ Spokesman

Per Immediate Release October 7, 1994

STATEMENT BY MICHAEL MCCURRY, SPOKESMAN
n : ' I! I

CUBA; FIRST VOLUNTARY RETtH^W OP rUHAN MIGRANTS 
FROM GUANTANAMO TO r.TTHA

A first group of 17 Cuban; migrants who requested voluntary 
return were flown from Guantanamo Naval Base to Havana this 
morning aboard an Immigration and Nattirallaation Service (INS) 
plane. ! |

I I
I

Their return was arranged! through diplomatic channels, aa 
stipulated in the migratipn agreement concluded between the 
United States and the Republic of Cuba in New York on September 
19. :i
Several hundred Cubans at Guantanamo have requested voluntary 
return to Cuba. The U.S. Interests Section in Havana is 
working with the Cuban authorities concerning the arrangements 
for their return home. i
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

Office of the Press Secretary

For Immediate Release October 14, 1994

Statement by the Press Secretary

The President today announced a series of immediate humanitarian 
steps relating to Cubans in safehavens in Guantanamo and Panama.

First, the Attorney General will parole into the United States 
chronically ill persons and their caregivers who cannot be 
adequately cared for in the camps.

Second, she will parole into the United States unaccompanied 
young children now in the safe havens.

Third, she will parole into the United States migrants over 70.

In each case, we will ensure that those paroled in have 
appropriate sponsors.

Fo^th, the Administration will conduct a review of the status of 
all children in the camps.

'vV
Fifth, we have launched a major effort to persuade other 
countries to accept some of the Cuban migrants.

Sixth, although much remains to be done, significant improvements 
have been made in the camps including providing better food, 
inaugurating mail and telephone service, and improving sanitary 
conditions. Attached is a fact sheet showing the time table for 
improvements.

• problems is in Cuba. The administration 
IS dedicated to pursuing policies which will lead to a rapid and 
peaceful movement to democracy in Cuba.
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

Office of the Press Secretary

For Immediate Release
August 19, 1994

PRESS CONFERENCE BY THE PRESIDENT

The Bast Room

1:30 P.M. EDT

THE PRESIDENT: Good afternoon. In recent weeks the Castro
reoime has encouraged Cubans to take to the unsafe ^J^sels
to'escape their nation's internal problems. In
risked the lives of thousands of Cubans, and several have aa.ready 

died in their efforts to leave.
This action is a cold-blooded attempt to maintain the 

Castro orio on Cuba, and to divert attention from his 
corranunist policies. He has tried to export to the United States 
the political and economic crises he has created in Cuba, in 
defiance of the democratic tide flowing throughout this region.

Let me be clear: The Cuban government will not succeed in
any attempt to dictate American immigration policy. -me United 
Icltes will do everything within its power to ensure that Cuban 
lives are saved and that the current outflow of refugees is
stopped. ^

Today, I have ordered that illegal refugees from Cuba will 
not be allowed to enter the United States. Refugees rescued at sea 

be taken to our naval base at Guantanamo, while we explore t e 
possibility of other safe havens within the region.

To enforce this policy, I have directed the Coast Guard to
continue its expanded effort to stop any boat 
to bring Cubans to the United States. The United 
detain, investigate and, if necessary. Prosecute ^ricans who take 
to the sea;to pick up Cubans. Vessels used in such activities will
be seized.! .

I want to compliment the Coast Guard and the Immigration 
and Naturalization Service for their efforts. And ^
Florida's officials, including Governor Chiles and the Florida 
congressional delegation, for their help in protecting and saving 
the lives of Cubans who seek to escape the regime.
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Helen.
n Mr. President, on behalfwe want to wish you a happy birthday. (Laughter.!

the PRESIDENT; Thank you.
Q And now -- (laughter) -- (Applause.)

(Laughter.) Thank you.

I understand that's Albeit brave, steps to negotiate
problem with taking a few sma . Cuba’ We've dealt with^ possible movement toward yetrs and we're
many comir.unist countries through the last yea
dealing with them now.

The fundamental P^ble» ^tVepinTou'^^^^sph^e "‘“?n thi 

world, democracy and ^^eedOT are sweeping of this
Caribbean alone, and in f^®"bral a democratically
region, es and open economies. The real problem
governed with open societies a regime to have an open
is the stubborn refusal think the policies we are
democracy and an open occurs and we follow those
following will hasten the day when tha the ones roost likely-to

for the people of Cuba.
Q But that's not true of North Korea or China, and

you're dealing with them every day.
THE PRESIDENT: I think the circumstances are different and

I think our policy is correct.
o Mr President, recognizing that you're slowing do^

III gn?tSI%ta?eraf;oll?!cS ^ugees'if'tL^

or', ill?

THE PRESIDENT: NO.

O You’re ending --
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THE PRESIDENT: The people leaving will
perrxitted to come to the United States; they wil. be sen. to safe
havens.

Q The people who reach here.
THE PRESIDENT: The people who reach here will be

aoDrehended and will be treated like others. They will ‘‘
will be reviewed, Those who qualify can stay, and tbo®e who 

Son” will not be permitted to. They will be now treated like 

Others who come here.

Brit.
0 Mr. President, under the law it has always been

clear that the Cuban refugees had a certain pri^ority on staying 
he-e The policy, of course, has been that anybody who 9°^ here
qo- to stay^ What restraints are you operating under in terns o. 
tii Uw in Changing this policy? Or are you likely, sir, to be 

sued over this?
THE PRESIDENT: No -- let me -- I’m glad

craestion in contradistinction to the one you asked f^Sht^afterward. 
The Cuban Adjustment Act will continue to 
But we are doing our best within that - - wecome here now, they will not simply be released mto the 
ooDulation at large. And we will review all their cases in light 
of^the applicable law, including the Cuban Adjustment Act,

Q Do you know how long it will take, how long
THE PRESIDENT; It depends on how many there are, of 

course. And we don't know. - , —- -

Andrea.
0 Can you give us some more details? Are these

oeople going to be taken to Guantanamo? What kind of strain "'lObt 
place on our naval forces, the Coast Guart? 

being told that drug interdiction is being cut back. And can you 
respond to criticism already from Bob Dole and Newt 9^^9rich. In 
Articular, Mr. Gingrich said that your new policy is appalling, 
it’s an example of mixed morality, and that he thinks it is illega^
under the act.

THE PRESIDENT: Well, first,
questions. The refugees, those
first to Guantanamo where we will seek safe ® believe
is plainly not illegal under international law. nor do we believe
it is illegal under the Cuban Adjustment Act.

Secondly, as to whether it is immoral, I just would say it
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lr4rvu"r3?:::f?Sy-r&eccriocr.ic problems to the United States.
HOW, that \=3P^o^o"%„"p?:"sen" t'2’this%o™tr?°«

r-7i?^be?a«°"artempr- not ^eo^nse they bhe-elv« ^^ially
wanzed to flee; they hospitals open - all in an
we iiad jails Cuba to the United States.
S“t^ed'?t\"ha°t way once^It was wrong then, and it's wrong now. 
And I’m not going to let it happen again.

Q Can you respond to that other question?

the PRESIDENT: Yes, that’s my answer to them.

Q What about the naval forces, the Coast Guard? Are
they up to this -- will it affect drug --

TWR PRESIDENT- I think the Coast Guard is plainly up to

undermining our fundamental mission.
Q ^President Clinton, previously 

cri« bill was^itething that you ^cenToft o!
^pftKrre-s stm

a lot of fat that can come out of it?
, anytime you start a --I've 

programs that you couldn't cut 
integrity. I said that crime 
Lt was, and it was a strong and

the PRESIDENT: Fir
never seen a bill that start 
soiae and maintain its funda 
bill was a strong and good * 
good bill.

ainount g^p^er than we could provide^ in the trusty tuna.

Keep in mind, the great beauty
the first major program in ^'eder^biJreaucracylnd taking
srfbl'' "tL^f^^d^^argovt^i^ent and i»ttLg it in a
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tr-isi fund to help grass-roots Americans get better control over 
their own lives.

The practical impact of what we are doing by cutting 10 
percent of this will be to be able to put everything that's left 
into the trust fund. So, in terms of real dollars, I believe there 
will be more money actually appropriated and spent for tough law 
enforcement and for police officers. And I believe that all the 
fundamental important things in the prevention strategy will be 
maintained at a very high level, and dramatically higher than now.

The principles of the bill are intact -- it's the biggest 
increase in police in the history of the country; it's the toughest 
increase in punishment in the history of the country; it's the 
biggest increase in prevention programs in the history of the 

country.
I am not a member of the Congress. They have to work out 

all the details. If they produced this bill out of the conference,
I wo-uld have happily supported this, as I did the other one.

0 Wouldn’t you just be getting into politics then,
by accepting the original bill?

THE PRESIDENT: Now, that's one of those questions designed
to spoil your birthday. (Laughter.) Because it’s something else -
- it's designed to confuse the American people about what really 
goes on up here.

The President is not a member of the Congress. ^ ~ The 
Congress made a decision that they had a bill that they all wanted. 
They accommodated the interests as best they could. It met all my 
fundamental criteria -- assault weapons ban, ban on handgun 
ownership by kids, tougher penalties, longer ioqprisonment, more 
prevention. So does this bill. This bill has the added virtue of 
being able to be fully funded in the trust fund that we are 
creating by reducing the federal government to its lowest size in 
30 years.

And if, in fact -- let me just say, Rita -- if, in fact -
- there has been no conference. If in fact, the conference
proceeds along the lines that I generally believe it’s going on, 
and it has the added virtue of some strengthening of the language 
which was put in involving this whole sexual predator issue -- so, 
in that sense, I think it is a fine bill that meets all the 
criteria, and it doesn’t just gut the prevention programs, which 
I was determined to see not happen.

Q Mr. Presidlent, you say that you’re not going to
allow Fidel Castro to dictate U.S. immigration policy. But hasn’t 
he just done that by forcing you to reverse three decades of a 
policy? And secondly, what do you say to Cuban Americans,
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respecially in Florida, who feel betrayed by this change in policy?

THE PRESIDENT; Well, I believe that most Cuban Americans 
want us to be very firm. The Cuban Americans that I know, without 
regard to their party, supported the Cuba Democracy Act, and they 
renenber how awful it was for the United States when the Mariel 
Boat lift occurred. They remembered what it did in this country and 
how -- the feelings it engendered in this country. And I do not 
believe they want another Mariel Boatlift. And I do not believe 
we can afford to do that. And so my own view is that most Cuban 
Americans will support what we're trying to do and wish us to be 
f irm.

I would remind you that the Attorney General, who is in 
charge or oversees the INS, who has done a lot of work on this and 
who w’ill have a press conference, I think, when I finish to answer 
seme of the details of this policy was the prosecuting attorney in 
Dade County. I talked to the governor last night at some length 
about this --of Florida.

I think my own feeling is -- and I've talked to Cuban 
Am,ericans, of course, exhaustively for years now, and we've been 
in touch with them and with the Florida congressional delegation.
I believe this policy will have broad support. I will be surprised 
if it does not have broad support.

0 By telling Cubans basically to stay home and at 
least temporarily to stomach conditions there,, does that make it 
incumbent on you to be more active in seeking to oust Castro?

THE PRESIDENT: Well, what we are telling Cubans is that 
we have a provision for their coming to the United States through 
in-country processing. And at least as of this date, we have no 
evidence that the Castro has done anything to discourage Cubans 
from coming to the in-country processing, applying for the visas 
if they're eligible to come here, and getting them. That’s what 
we’re saying to them. That is, we do not have any evidence that 
would justify believing that that that process won't work in Cuba 
as it has in other places. And, indeed, the Castro government has 
encouraged Cubans to go down and apply to come here. But we don't 
object to that, that's the policy we have everywhere and that's the 
policy we should have there.

Q But doesn't that make it incumbent on you to 
unilaterally or multinationally press for the ouster of Castro in 
some way -- military, economic -- whatever?

i

THE PRESIDENT; The United States had done more than any 
other country to try to bring an end to the Castro government. We 
have done it through the Cuban Democracy Act. We have done it 
through the embargo. We have worked hard, often laboring almost 
alone, to that end. And we will continue to do that by whatever
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unfold. I know for a you it's been going on a long time, slflfbe we 
first began to debate this a year and a half ago. I think/tor the 
American people, it's almost like the baseball seaspn -- the 
per^nant' s just begun. I hope we can have the pennant in the other 
one, too, and the series. But I think we need to >et this thing 
unfold a little more,- I wouldn’t prejudge it yet.

Q Mr. President, back to the o/ime bill. If the 
aoproach you're offering now, the changes you're offering now, does 
not produce enough votes to pass the bi^, will you under any 
circumstances agree to sever the assault^Veapon ban for a separate 
vote in the House and the Senate?

THE PRESIDENT: I won't agre^to that because I think it's 
a mistake. And let me say -- I doiy^ want to overly cotroent on it, 
but let me try to describe whatXthe problem is. The bill has 
already passed the House. But the Senate, as you know, we could 
have 55, 56, 57, 59 votes foiychat bill in the Senate and it could 
still be filibustered. And/We should not permit that to happen.

I also believe Ahat there is a chance that this whole 
process in the last fej/ days --we may look back on this in a year 
or so and think tha^^his was the beginning of an effort, again, 
in other areas to work in good faith across party lines. I have 
shown my good fa^n. I have taken the risk that all poople tadce when they talk t^people who are opposed to them of being asked the 
questions like/Rita asked me. But in this town it won't work if 
we have Amer;lrcan problems unless we try to reach out across party 
lines. A >ot of these issues don't work like that.

>o if we can work through this in good faith, my view is 
that ^'11 maybe be setting the stage to have more things like 
NAFT^ and the Brady Bill, and the education bills, and then this 
one/^here we can work together. So I don't believe we will have 
to do that, and I am against doing it. I think it would be a rwl 
error. —

Q Mr. President, Fidel Castro has been very high on 
the list of American demonology because he is a national security 
threat. I think of the Cuban missile crisis,- he would provide a 
base for the Soviet Union. That’s all ended now. Do you foresee 
a form of government, democmtic government, in Havana with free 
elections that includes Fidel Castro? Or is it a case that Castro 
oust go before there's any normalization?

THE PRESIDENT: Well, in any democracy it's up to the people ,to make their own decisions. The United States "does not 
pick le^aders or delete leaders for other countries,- we ifet people 
make their own decisions. '

I don't want to get into that. I think what we need is a 
movement toward democracy and a free economy.



the white house

Office of the Press Secretary

F^r^n\niediate Release
August 20, 199';

STATEMENT BY THE PRESIDENT

over the pest two '^e 90vern.ent ot^Cube has^^
texen actions « cttirens at risk tn smaU
ro:iran5Taf?s!=‘ano'?.:;r?;!a rdirect ixpact on cur national 

interest.
T ..sani- to thank the Cuban American community for their

courageous restraint in not taXin, their own Cuba to.fuel

fhl “nrrUst"o^nafreLSti:^"?re1e:^ir?^in Dade County and other, 

_v^ho have worked so closely with us.
yesterday, I ''^«d™o5Iy‘:“ 'ri?no“"“

to export his P’^°'’^®”®^^.^!|?’^2lth^the Cuban Deaocracy Act to liait 
additional actions consisten accu’'ulate foreign exchange
Vnl ?o'enSlfufto'^expand th. 'flow of info-rnation to the Cuban

people.
Speoifioally, cash renittanoesjo^ba '

permitted. Family gi-t transfer of funds for
and strictly v-e’specif ic authorization of the
humanitarian purposes or.ly charter flights permitted
Treasury vll be those clearly designed to^r;rrod”irL^i1 ^rirra;nis\^nd^trav.l con^stent^wi^
appropriftrn«nt“rincrease and iapUfy its international 

broadcasts to Cuba.
The solution to Cuba's »any probleas is not an „ 

uncontrolled «odus, it is freedom and democracy -or C .
The united States «"‘‘"“‘i‘^^^|,^’ev!d2noe''o?

united Nations and ^^^^’^^^^s^tlirsinking of the tugboat «13th of 
ii^^lS.^^’5iUn:"h^?r;e=wt^l“puf,u.'i!:^i'’lour,e,with’vi,or and 

determination.
END
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

Office of the Press Secretary

For Immcdiaie Release August 23, 1994

STATEMENT BY THE PRESS SECRETARY

At the request of Governor Lawton Chiles, the Administration is sewfing a delegation 
of senior ofBdals to south Florida tomorrow to consult with the community on the current 
ouinow Cubar/oljwgranis The delegation includes officials from the White House, the 
Department ot Stale, the National Security Council staff and the Department erf Ekfense. 
These meetings continue our close consultations with elected State and local officials and 

community, civic and political groups in Florida.

As Ac President said when he announced these actions last week, the United States 
will do everv'^g within its power to ensure that Cuban lives are saved, t!at migrants 
picked up a! sea are given safe haven outside the US. but that they wffl not be admitted to
the U.S.

I # I



The White House

Office of the Press Secretary

COS EL RUEGO DE SU PUBUCACION 23 Agosto, 1994

A petid6n del Gobemador Lawton Chiles, la administraddn del Presidente Bill 
Clintoo est^ enviando tina delegacidn de altos funcionarios al Sur dc la Florida maflana 
Mi4rcoles, 24 Agosto para consultar con miembros de la comunidad sobre la actual 
situad6n de los Cubanos que estan abandonando la isla de Cuba en balsas.

Esta delegacidn incluye oficiales de la Casa Blanca, el Departamento de Estado, 
el Consejo de Seguridad Nacional y el Departamento de Defensa. Estas reuniones son 
pane de nuestro continue esfuerzo de consultar con los oficiales electos, Ifderes civicos y 
politicos de la Florida,

Como informara el Presidente Qinton la semana pasada cuando anuncid medidas 
para enfrentar la actual situacidn, nosotros haremos todo lo que est£ en nuestro poder 
para aisegurar que las vidas dc estos Cubanos no peligran. Los Cubanos que scan 
recogidos en altamar no seran admitidos a los EE UU, pero van a ser Uevados a un area 
de refugio seguro fuera de los Estados Unidos.

# # #
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DAILY PRESS BRIEFING

DPC #121

MONDAY, AUGUST 22, 1994, 1:39 P. M. 
(ON THE RECORD UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED)

A

MS. SHELLY: Good afternoon, ladies and gentlemen.
l'n\ pleased to begin today's press briefing by introducing

D'rector Democracy Mort Halperin, and Commissioner for tne 
immigration and Naturalization Service Doris Meissner who 
ere here to address the Cuban issue.

Under Secretary Tarnoff will begin with some remarks, 
after which all three will be prepared to take your 
auestlons. Following this, I will address your questions on 
other issues, should you decide that you have any. Thank 

you very much.
UNDER SECRETARY TARNOFF: Thank you, Christine. Good

afternoon. Why don't I begin with a statement and then, as 
Christine indicated, we will be available for your questions.

For over 30 years the United States has had a policy 
Sof promoting peaceful change in Cuba. The taeasures _ 
<announced by the President over the past few days are tullr 
i consistent with this policy. They are designed to control 
>-anauthorized migration to help address the humanitarian 
^plight of desperate people and to keep the Castro regime 
j from benefiting from its abuse of human rights.

By encouraging Cuban citizens to put to sea in flimsy 
vessels, the regime has callously endangered the liyes of 
thousands. The fact that so many are willing to take such 
an extreme risk is a sign of their belief that "’eaningful 
political and economic change In Cuba is not possible under 
the present regime.i

Fidel Castro'has spoken correctly of the Cuban people 
as the country’s leading resource. But by his attempt to 
use unregulated emigration in order to create a safety valve 
for his regime, he is sacrificing that very resource.
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arrangements i believe that tnere
host countries concerne
announcements shortly.

been ajL_2JlTcountry 
iTTSnililtirwori^ 1iminiarati^n from ^

Z' ». >re eonsideria3-^'1

"pp>»aocracv Acc ox i?------------— ------------------------------------------------
supports.'^n, let me io/thftufUMng of the
which bost|^h«vy^responslhi_,^^y^^ ,uest«»s.

Q Couia I »»h you 5“!‘„J/wui*be*9i«"''’“'''^w““^

MS, HEISSSES; As to ^^°®*),"^°sauhaven sit'®?' 
C-uantonsmo ,ana “^11^°''® °?cued! and they «lll receive
international protection. T»°|« r|*trist''aroMl the world. 
Situations of |iS*rst«ed'"by*the United Sations High
SSrirsUnrt Kefuuees. and they will reeet
international protection.
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, 3e.«e .OU uave t.*.- -U t.oaa peopU

aon’t kno« «h>'^
„S. MEISSNJP: Apa they win no -

^---KSSnrfersrefei- ^o fh^y e.oo at U.
to come to tnc

^:sSS.K: .0, they ao no^

^ SO yoo heep them tot • “hiI

“•■” ::r.r»,“t...r::r'« ."H„ “r; S“.“: ’‘’' '• ■"
o®r hunting them down? actually are

MS. MSISSSER; Thet' “* t^ng rescued by the
i:rsro««r-enrwe-e^^p.rt’t-t’'-- continue.

Q And the tew thet get here .ISO - ^ .

MS. MEISSSER: . ^The^«;«i|^*%Usen?ly •"toe INS 

aetained. gn®ej‘called Ktome in Biami.
detention cente they re

Q can't they tty to make 

political refugeesT

v^^l^tiraUly t« polilinel asylum, have the righ -wph haven in some° nrtrr*te iyeTrare:%frsVe‘.utomaticelly 

island, can ne i-*.jr 
sent back home.
■onuisiof anrrnrot sfrefntnr^'etuseeVocessin, tor 

"r^-Ras there -^nre^rpirdTre-prUonlf i^
-'naf^rhlt^rs rrroll-
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M.1SSMEP.. What wii^rr-Str^ha-vrU'.^fvlf’ 

Guantanamo Bay. h*Pe“!» ,na then they »« f “>«
there, they SatUns High Cotimissioner for
co-uneelea ty th.^«^^hP^.»«en involves.

not poslihi. ^ufart\re“Jatrxr3fimrMs;;a3
implication - Pee^iBle imp-icatio ^ something mote 
mfet the united States je Ph»P»e^ therefor, create
directly to remove hhe uaf ‘
->ie atmosphere for peaceru

lEHiiSirSS
onto the ocean.

I think our Pfnh ®‘i;U«sU mr?he'b««?sphere end 
aecades, that it rs 1"/^® "{I' ?nis peaceful change to 
ebove all the people of Cuba f provides a blend of
occur, and the =“Ban Democracy ^elp
incentives and measures roi 
promote that change.

Q you mentioned in y°“'o°|*S,lS1aao“^th Fidel
xlnited States was face type discussion^ and
BBl wrurnrtrSts?u'sr!;rhhtnro/hSr th.n migration 

with him? , j fhe
SECRFTARy r"?fe = oast'ten’yL»"“«*te^"of 

. we have had for the past ten year qIjquI

,v.t

topic, are out?
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' . finally. «hy *
An<3 then, finaiiy» j

this ti">»- ,ns«i ths question
UKPER SKFEtASY T^;, ,,en S

(i„t of »11 in content is ‘hst *:het._^- = ^^^ ^i„a of
°"®; L that the Government ‘-“oblation tMt there is 
evidence will reassure its pop levels ofmeasures which . ^ly we ai« seeing . popple axfi-»uch hope, ana that^is^ ^y^^ -ss emiqr.tjOn^^^je|£g^

rneor4_CSit-un.iY.nf i^'^'^^,~i,"conemic tetotmiH
' TTIT. to see people

------------ ^T^^inment nl^atp.ftln“, There is not any
leavinq^he’-ay they are -,tl?eatea’ that they^are^

Tv trarik,1.?iiities as they aiO i?,i’“iut, nonetheleas.
unaesit.bles «°,ys to encout.qe anO make

‘rssIhreTorthU emipration to take ^
W"- ror'r^ef&To^"- T ^^EK^n

'^«v'EEE'?efur.*?n*?hr“n5?er^tU.sks^h^^^^^^^ 

rtify%»sn =t;«X“nUrtfy !! ?o hack^to Cubs- enO 

E3?lS"Errufr.rc‘o^nterurn:errs% resuu of their 

desire to return,
Q DO i-e see Ps“*'="‘^;" ° tec.^utea and those

ro"a'rrqo?M to 5JaEEriEutin"-°f»"'*“’"'"’
pet out!



OS 24 94 06:47 S2U2 4o6 i929
OS/23'94 10:39 ©202^7 0244

PULmCAL APh
PA/PRS ^ WH POLITICAL AFF

-6-

under secretary
l_ JJC r - ^ ^

returned.

9
Monaiy. 8/22/5<

have been_£AS^^ 
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2007
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: • . .V,; />h nn'Y to emigrate

5=efl a Dc you exp.ct those
have axRlomatic taf^haven possibilities’
countries to be open

.rn^^ilf foTaLThf funou^n’clgntl anO X thinR 

ir,rhrvrs=re%hottly but.^yes,^X -hich nave
countries t\th Cuba.
diplomatic re . * of the people are

o ^ question: How that some of^the^P

matter. . . - t-he
UNDER SECRETAM '-t,lL"«^ri*ale'in the

""^*":““"^anau.ible, -- "

rai"e^r?rnruft a,./n «o«H you ^ust ,o

gtg^g:SiiSiIOiinL«=isi2^

rhr=risne?rSnirh/ly. is that correct,
.Nay oaf iore^^Ser f„l,Th!«’ir.country retu,ee
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rocessinc program, if they have a claim for persecution, 
ut they may also come as legal immigrants in the same way 
s the people who want to immigrate here from any other 
ouhtry. we have a normal migration relationship with Cuba 
here legal immigration is concerned.

So they are eligible for immigrant visas. More than 
’ 000 people have come so far this fiscal year with 
Immigrant visas, and that process operates by people — 
*elativ«s in the United States filing applications for 
-hem we intend to be emphasizing that much more directly 
-han’has been the case in the past, and we intend to be 
working much more closely with the Cuban-American community 
in this country to be sure that they are making applications 
for their relatives.

Q Just to follow up, but if you do get in a raft 
or a boat, is there any way that you are going to gain entry 
to the United States under the new regime — under the new -■

MS. MEISSNER; No.
Q Peter, or whoever is best equipped to answer 

this question: The Administration's critics are saying that
this policy is in fact against the law, it's breaking the 
law. Newt Gingrich, among others, has made that charge. 
Can'you walk us through how you rationalize the existing 
policy, and how it is not in contravention of existing law?

MS. MEISSNER; The existing law that is referred to 
is called the Cuban Adjustment Act. The Cuban Adjustment 
Act is a law that was passed in 1966, and it allows for the 
adjustment tc permanent residence of Cubans who have been in 
the United States for at least one year.

The law says that the Cubans who ace in the United 
States eligible for the Cuban Adjustment Act must have been 
inspected or admitted, which is a legal procedure of coming 
to the United States under authorized means.

The Act was pa.ssed in 1966 in order to give a legal 
status to people who were brought to the United States, 
again in an authorized fashion, after the Cuban revolution. 
It is a law that has remained on the books, but it applies 
only to people who are already here and have come, having 
been inepecte;^ or admitted.

Q the custom of allowing people in, as they
were, even in the Mariel boat period, was more a custom 
rather than the actual — we weren't fulfilling obligations 
of the existing —

MS. MEISSNER: That'S right. It was a policy choice
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The people f they goir.9 to be^.c^e, Shot is mu st.tusl^ Hcw^lc 9^
^lltefed^or «Stfe their situ.tionl

MS. MEISSNER: -^fi'.^^ote'thanSoo'right^"®”-^,

-ri^hfve e^^!'iur;rioUr^r?,h .f-t“iro%rreL“‘'“
-c;ll trth Uhitea states -|S0P«^^ri,ration law. 
aavantage ot their through

0 «hat happens With t- Cuhs-^that^lea^^

ires‘=?harcre ^rfatt"!"

sorry?

lat twin’s
UM.RR SECRETARY TARNCEF: People «ho leave -

g Who leave through the base at Guantanamo

UNDER SECRETARY TARNOFF: Who -
*•>10 island and walk, directly to

aroo basr'^wliat will happen to them?
Guantanamo base, wno losed and

under secretary T^NOFF: their way

brought to the base.
Q How long -- if ^a^'crttiS^orewnlmic change 

lUple are subject to :ail7

/:

are subject ww m-ical
UNDER SECRETLY tSe wtrier^oaf Uf^ the

Sri^tefst^tU j^at b^e^n rtUUin,
Sba for the C»^f’%^“''t"«Uea -esclSaables- “"o -ere put 

^irtrrhl & r‘.““t^„ft"o*”o?iIoS^ly”trmrefar.
\ We've not succeeded m doing -----flow, we would,not succeedeo m "i;.;’f low, we wouldVirn?l^o^"a«irpir?o^Sa'v-tre;TeL^^ as -ell.

g What about the test of the people "ho^ate 
l^af;o!^:''t.!ifng“.hSul^re.“t‘^sfumin, that not all of
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Government both b t intentions were,
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0 you-ve haa no response since
: TO «hat extent is the «ht«t ^fith Te recent

u;r.%sn.«;Sts.f«^
:::;^A.nssvK'U..-. ss.s:.s ^ru
nianner. __ numbers you're

announcea? 'terms of numbers? into a
under SECRETARy tL arnooncement^are maae

speculation “^out numb .rtutite for Cubans
rubftrnli'arfloU'avaUable in the near tuture
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MS. MEISSNES: July of' thU fiscal year,
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V.»5 imaigrant, have come £ro to 90.
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one can «orK u. to a ceiUn, of 30,00.,

Q That'S for immigration?
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Jfnain, people IneU.ihle,

MS, MEISSSER; so, because there are
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. 4-he Wall Street Journal Cubans
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-eople ate In remain tneir status.
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eince you die« a paralle united
Q C4.a4-es now expsct to g certain
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announcea oan Saturday to ^^tion^of^nU only the
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security Council but

Ptoduoed the Kind the U.H- -
Q Just a follow up­

do?
„. „™, T........
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M<; SHELLY: Thank you very all got to get

j Jew minutes to 90.
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Secretaxj of Defew William J. Persy 
deputy S^ecretaiy of Transportation Mortimore Downey 
Admiral Paul David Miller, Commander, U.S. Atlantic Command 
Rear AdaUral \^HHam Lahey, Commander, 7th Coast Guard District 

West, Florida 
Monday, August 22,1994

Secretary Perry. Thank you very much, Dennis.

Secretary Downey and T made this trip down here today - and we’re going on 
to Guantanamo after we finish our visit here ~ because we wanted to get a 
firsthand assessment of the operations being conducted jointly by the Navy and the
Coast Guard to rescue the Cuban migrants who were fleeing from Cuba in the last 
few days. , _ _ , _

This has been a very complex operatioa The Navy and the Coast Guard 
have worked closely together in executing it I must say that Tm enormously 
impressed with the effectiveness of this operation and the way in which; the Navy 
and Use Coast Guard are working together on it. It has been successful in saving 
hundreds of lives. It s being done very professionally and with great compassion. I 
want to take this opportunity, though, to urge Cubans not to get ^ the^ votes, not 
to come to sea. It’s a very dangerous operation. We are doing our best to save tho 
people who are going out on these makeshift boats, and so far have been successful,

i I
The Cuban migrants that we are picking up, wc are transporting] to ’

Guantanamo and when I finish here in Key West today wo will be flying next to 
Guantanamo to view the facilities being prepared there for their arrival.

• 9
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We have brought into tHs Area already 25 thipe - 12 Coast Guard cuttara
^ six Navy shipe. Three more Naty ships win be here in the next 24 to 4« hour*.
We have accommodated a flow of migraata which has exceeded a thousittid people a 

day in the last few days. We don't know how many more we are expectiag in the 
next few days, so we are prepared to continue to accommodate If that flow

We are preparing fecilities at Guantanamo Bay for reoei^ thaw 

to turn over the podium to Secretary Downey and let him describe
(h^d operations h»«. Then he and I and Admiral Lahey and Admiral 

Muler wQl be available for smy of your <|tte8tione.

Deputy Secretary Downey; Thank you. Mr. Seoetaiy.

On behalf of the Department of Transportation. Tm down here with 
Secretary Perry to look at what both the Coast Guard and the Na^ ar^ doing. As 
he said, it is a ftiDy integrated operation. The Coast Guard has deployed 20 cutters 
arid will have more here. It's very complex, both in terms oTpiddng up the 
migrarits out of the straits and moving them all the way to Guantanamo. As be 
said, we would much prefer it If the Cubans would not put their lives at risk. It's 
very, very risky out there. The operation is with mariy, many rafts, inner tabes, 
and other makeshift vessels. As sudx, we can'tbe sure that we're catching them - 
an, but we are doing our best to do that and we win keep it up as of now. Wt are 
keejang up with vbe flow, but it's putting a troroendous strain on the Coast Gusod 
and on the Navy. We want to keep at it

Well be i^ad to answer your questions.

Q: (Inaudible)
Secretary Perry. I comment only by observing that Guantanamo is fenced oflf 

and we do not permit Cubans to enter Guantanamo. Up until now, the Cuban 
govemineDt has not i>ermitted Cubans to approach that, but the barrio there are 
really both Cuban and American. We have fences and gates and guards set up to 
prevent that from happening.

Q: ^at would happen if... [inaudible)?
Secretary Perry The guards there would have instructions to prevent that 

from happeni^. '

Q: [Inaudible)
^retary Perry; I don’t know how far I can go in speculating on “what if s" 

here, but the guards are there to prevent that from happening.

• ■*
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Q: [Iziaudible]
Secretary Perry- We are concentratang all of our efiforte and all of our

now in dealing with the migrant flow. All of the resources in this area, all 
the Naval boats, aH the naval ships and the Coast Guard ships are directed to that 

That is, to piddng up the migrants. We do not have orders or directions at 
thin time to effect an economic blockade. That’s a very different operation. It would 
reqcdre mors resources, more ships than we have located here to do that.

Q: [Inaudible]
Secretary Perry That’s an option, but that’s not part of our present 

plamring.

Q: [Inaudible]
Secret^ Perry We’re still conducting the blockade in Haiti. Let me ask 

Adxzxiral Miller to comment further on that.
Admiral hCller We’ve shifted [some] of the assets we've had enforcing 

sarictions off of Haiti, but we still have six units enforcing the sanctions there. The 
Cosat Guard units are stall there with their migrant interdiction operation. And Tm 
very comfortable, and reported to Secretary Perry on the way down hare, that the 
Haita sanction effort is in force. The [inaudible] operation is in force, imd the non- 
combatant evacuation operation, that capability is still intact while this operation is 

b^zkg conducted separately.

Admiral L^y That hasn't been brought to our attention. We have enou^ 
assets out there between the Navy and the Coast Guard to pdt up all the rafts that 
are spotted out there. They're probably safer during this period of time than they 
have ever been In the past, just because of the assets we have out there. Not only 
the axirfece assets, but also the aerial detection and monitoring that we’re doing on 

a 24'hotir-a-day basis.

Q: [Inaudible] . .v v a
Admiral Lahey. No, we have a restricted zone out there. It was estabusnaa,

I believe, on Saturday mortdng. We have miliUpr planes flying in those areas, and 

that's just a safe^ precaution. I think it’s 5,000 feet and below.

Q: [Inaudible]
Secretary Perry. We are making plans now to proide for up to 10,000 

refugees at Guantanamo. And we will reach that, well have that provision 
by the end of this week. We also have the potential of accommodating up to 2,5OT 
people at the TCI - the Turks & Caicos Islands. We could provide an additional.
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perhaps, 2,500 at Surinaiae. Whenever the new govenuaent in Panama i» la place 
the fiLrst of September, we also can provide a saMiaven for refbgees in Panama.

Thank you very much.

•END*
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radio MARTI EXPANDS 
SHORTWAVE BROADCASTS

- » *rvi* office of Cubs Brosdcsstlng (OCB),
(Washington, ^ aoveenmeat-sponsored radio broadca^s to

Thl. .Kfn.lcn du!tS'»uV
fr.^.an.1.. br«de..tin, MOW

Xartl'e progranwing.
t« .h.«w.v. <r.,u.nc,

.«.l.ctl«, un=.n«r.d «4
coBprahensive news and inCormati-on to Cubs.

».dic K*«y*
Al. J? ?»• ■>•»

or. »ol.r.do »«i..ch.., ’*o'‘„V «ni;i»luJy'to”’ou’r''rudrM» Id
war-ti broadcast initiative will enhwc «^h»dul* the Cuban people will

ritv.v,.*Md=:r*4».c„c7.nd.»»
?tgbtV which isdlo Marti provides."

-30- -
WW WIDIO HABTI SHORTWAVE 9CHEDOT.E EPPSCTIVS AT 7.00 P-M.. 8-23-94

TIffy lE.DJ.l 

2iOO A.M. • 8:00 A.M. 

BiOO X.M. - lOtOO A.M. 

lOiOO A.M. - 3.00 P.K. 

3iOO P.M. - 7:00 P.M. 

7*00 P.M. - 8.00 P.M.
i

8t00 P.M. - 10:00 P.M. 

10:00 P.M. - 11*00 

11:00 P.M. - 2:00 A.M.

p^i;fipgWClg9 fkHxl 
6030 (So Change)
9615 and 11730 (Sew Preguenclos)

11740 (Sew Pre<iuency)
11930 (So Change)
9525 (Ho Change) and 
11950 (New Frequency)
9S2S (Mo Change) end 
11910 (New Frequency)
9525 (No Change) and 
6190 (New Frequency)
9525 (Mo Change) and 
6120 (New Frequency)
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August 23, 199^

memorandum FOR:

THROUGH:

FROM:

SUBJECT:

B - Joseph B. Bruns 
B - Geoffrey Cowan

B/C • Richard M. Lobo

B/C - Rolando E. Bonachca

OCB Response to Crisis in Cuba Update. 
August 22*23

•In an effort to ampUfy and broaden its broadcasting into Cuba, Radio Marti is planning to 

increase the output of its Marathon, Rorida tiansmiuer. effective Wednesday morning.

•TV Marti expanded its newscast from half-hour to an hour in anticipation of an expanded 

broarJcasi schedule from 3:30 a.m. to 8:00 a.m.

•Sever short wave frequencies were added to Radio Martf;s broadt^ schedule. The promo 
announcing the change in frequencies began to air every fifteen minutes at 4:30 p.m.

•Radio Marti broadcast the M list of Cubans being held in the Guantan^o Naval 
a special one-hour program at midnight The program was interspersed with 
rKjorts gathering reactions to the crisis in Cuba from Cuban-Anwican opinion ™
SSory^lhat fleeing Cubans would not be ^tM transit to the U.S. continues to be aired e eiy
balf-hour. This qmal program will continue indefinitely.

•Arrangements are bdng made for a Radio Marti reporter to travel to Guantanamo Naval Base 

Friday morning or earlier if possible.
•Expanded newscasts featured statements by U.S. Government officials detaflinj the evolving 

procedures for implementation of the new policies.
•Frequent weather reports continue to emphasize treacherous tropical conditions for small 
vessels in the Florida Straits.
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•Pleas bv celebrities, church and community leaders calling upon Cubans not to risk suicide in 

the "corridor of death" continued to be highlighted in all newscasts and feature programa.

•Tragic stories by survivors of the perilous journey were featured in contrast to the reports of 

the tho^.isands rescued at sea daily and being detained in Guantanamo.

•The focus of our entertainment programs was shifted from light fare to
leaving the island and public service announcements reading the scor« of of

»<! Kiome Avenu. De«n«on C«.«r.. Ca^elerc Popul^^ Sl
show, Dos a las Dos, i. live magazine format show and Musica para Todos were among the
shows reading the names.
•A special Rueda de Prensa aired on Monday night featuring an interview mih HermaMS 
J^ejcorTpilot, Jose Basulto’s eye-witness of accounts of the tragedies in the wmdor of death. 
The regular 9 p.m. slot was followed by a special half-hour newscast at 9:30 p.m.

•Focus on the plight of Cuban youths, who represent the largest group of those fleeing, was 

placed in news and programming.
.Secieoiy of Defenst Peny's slaltmonts, U.S. Government effom to itotify ^ ““'“2.^*. 
havenj for Cuban refugees were reported on as well as White House and State Departmen
briefings.
•A half-hour wrap up will air at midnight gathering all the Cuba in crias news of the day 

(August 23).

cc; D • Joseph Duffey 
D • Penn Kemble 
CL - Doug Wilson
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INFORMATION MEMO

August 22, 1994

memorandum FOR:

THROUGH:

FROM:

SUBJECT:

B • Joseph B. Bruns 
B • Geoffrey Cowan

B/C - Richard M. Lobo
B/C • Rolando E. Bonache^^l^^i/^

Radio Marti Coverage of Crisis in Cuba 
Since August 18

Radio Marti has provided continuous coverage of US-Cuba policy pronouncements 
throughout the weekend as developments have unfolded regarding the Cuban migrauon cnsis. 
This memorandum lists news and programming initiatives at Radio and TV Marti in response 

to the Cuban crisis as of COB August 18, 1994.

Both Martis have covered all press conferences by_ Administration officials. Radio Marti 
covered live with simultaneous translations President Clinton’s mid-day press conferrocc on 
Friday, August 18, as well as that of Attorney General Janet Reno's the preceding night.

•Radio Marti repeated President Clinton’s statement on Cuban migration policy during the 
Friday press conference every 15 minutes on Friday, and every half-hour on Saturday 

morning.
■V

•The four-point policy pronouncement announced by President Clinu» on Satu^y,
August 19, has received major play time on Radio and TV Marti. Radio Marti repeated 
President Clinton’s announcement every half-hour on Saturday afternoon and every hour on 

Sunday. Both stations continue to report on the policy pronouncement

•Radio Marti’s five and seven-minute newscasts on the half-hour and hour, respectwdy, 
were expanded to 10-15 minutes during the weekend to include more material regarding the 
change in US-Cuba policy, warnings against fleeing to Guantanamo Naval Base by the Slate 
Department, and about the horrors of crossing the Florida Straits, now known as "the 

corridor of death."
•Radio Marti aired the 500-odd list of names released by the Immigration and Naturalization 
Services of those being held at Kromc DetenUon Center in South Florida.

IA.lait 
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iilsistHii'contisue to process requests in an orderly fashion.

.Radio Marti has initiated a 'De Cubcno a Cubono' series of -man^e-^eef int^ews 
Writh Cuban-Americans in Miami pleading with their loved ones on the island not to leave.

•The ’■SOO" Puente Familiar telephone line is being disseminated on Miami and New Jwscy 
soanish language radio as a public service announcement for Cuban-Americans to rcwrd 
messages to their famiUes in Cuba. The production schedule is being expanded in order to 
air the messages daily in 15-minute and hour-long spots throughout the week.

•A series of news actuality reports in the voice of Brothers to the Rbscm pilou descn^ *e 
situation in the "corridor of death" in the Rorida Straits, highlighting the number of empty 
Stfbeing spotted given the increased number of those fleeing. The pfl^ urge Cubans not 
to leave warning them that the probability of being rescued has diminished.

•A series of celebrity messages 'De Cubano a Cubano’ arc being recorded for in
magazine formal programs and as fillers throughout the bro^casts.
Mickey Rourke are among the celebrities featured. Gloria Estefan, Willy Chinno, Celia 

Cruz id other notable Cuban-American artists are being contacted.

•Weather reports have been expanded from feature length newscasts fliree times » ^ 

new-scasts on the hour. The weather reports highlight the deceiving 
coastal waters in contrast to the turbulent seas encountered just mile* ftom the coast m 

tropical weather conditions.
•Calls by church aid community leaders aid human rights acUvisls against the dangeroia 

escape by raft ae being broadcast throughout the day.
•A special Mesa Etilonda on Radio Marti will feature a rounduble d*ate on the significawe 

Of this poUcy change by the CUnton Administration.
•Reactions by South Rorida opinion leaders to the policy pronouncement by Pre^dwt 
Clinton are being reported, offering explanations of the importance of avoiding another

Mariel.
•Permission to interview detainees at the Krome DeienUon Center has been denied by 

officials there. Justice Depanment authorization is being requested.

•A special "News in Action" program was broadcast on Sunday and repeat^
President Clinton’s policy announcement, comments by opinion leaders on the value of the

policy.
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•The drami of the escape on rafts is beinj featu^ in special sejroeno on the -eomdor of 

deathThe recunent theme on both stations is ‘no se tiren .
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TEL:

MZMO
TO: JOE VELASQUEZ

RETA LEWIS 
3UZANHA VALDEZ

PR: JANET MUROUIA
DT: August 23, 1994
RE* List Of invited and confirmed Members of Congress *nd/or 
staff reprosontatlves attending 9:30am Cuba policy briefing in 
Miami,PL on Wednesday, August 24, 1994.

Senator Bob Graham
staff attendee: Ellen Rotn
senator Connie MacX
staff attendee; Javier Vasquez
Rep. Carrie Meek*
staff attendee: Guy Furchine
Rep. ileana Ros-Lehtinen 
Staff attendee: Unknown
Rep. Harry Johnston 
staff attendee: Unknown
Rep. Peter Deutsch
Staff attendee: Pearl Siegel
Rep. Lincoln Diaz**Bal8urt 
Staff attendee: Anna Carbone11
Rep. 1. Clay Shaw
Staff attendee: Dorothy Stuart
Rep. Alcea Hastings 
Staff attendee: Hone

(* Denotes confirmation of attendance by a Member of Congress)



GOVERNOR'S COMMISSION ON A FREE CUBA

Mr Steven Albee

Mr. Teo A Babun

Mr. Paul L Cejas

Mr. Bruce J. Colan

Mr. Francisco J. De Varone

Ms Maria R. Dominguez

Mr Ralph E. Fernandez
Mr Julio Gonzalez-Rebull
Dr Guillermo J. Grenier
Mr Luis J Lauredo

Mr. J C Lorenzo

Ms. Mercedes F. McCall
Mr Erelio F. Pena

Mr. Carlos M. Perez
Mr Luis Sabines
Ms. Maria Elena Toruno
Mr Luis Andres Vargas-Gomez

Mr. Joe Pena

Mr. Joaquin G. Avino 

Dra Moravia Capo 

Dr. Manuel R. Cerdjo 

Mr. Jose J. Collado 

Mr. Norman Diaz 

Ms. Gisella Elgarresta 

Dr. Denio 0. Fonseca 

Commissioner Wilfredo Gort 
Ms Georgina Q. Hartmann 

Ms Aida Levitan 

Mr. John Macho 

Mr. Cesar H. Odio 

Ms. Lucy Pereda 

Dr. Manolo J. Reyes 

Ms. Belen S Saborido 

Mr. H. James Towey 

Mr. Jorge S. Villalba

ELECTED OFTICIALS:

Cesar Odio 

Joaquin Avino 

Betsy Kaplan
I

Seymore Gelber 
<3ctavio Visiedo 

OfiBce of Rep. Deutsch

Arthur Teele 

Steve Clark i

Raul Martinez *
i

Kathy Rundell 
Robert Ingram 

Office of Rep. Ros-Lehtinen



Maria Elena Torano 

Maria Arias Rodham
Afredo Fanjul 

Carlos Fortes
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Prc-$_c
Migration

Totii Population at Guantanamo N ival Base
Approved Refugees pending traitsport to 
In Safehaven Status 
Pending Voluntary Repatriation 
Pending Processing

Aboard USCG and USN Vessels
Eft Rogte to GTMO for Initial S< reening 
En Route to Port au Prince from GTMO

Admitted to U.S. (Approved Refuge ai)

Medical Evacuations to US,

Repatriated
Rapatristed from USNS Comfof|t 
Voluntarily Repatria®^ frewn (3T|MO 
Police recruits moved to Haiti

TOTAL INTERDICnONS
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0
752
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540
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U.s. DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
Ottice or the spokesman

For Immediate Release September 9. 1994

STATEMENT BY DAVID JOHNSON, ACTING SPOKESMAN

CUBAN MIQEATION TALKS

The United St.ar.ps and Cuba have reached an agreement that will 
allow a minimum of 20,000 Cubans to migrate legally to the U.S. 
evary year Thi.q agrpnm«nt. will make migration to the United 
States possible for many Cubans previously not eligible to 
migrate and speed the de.parr.urr; of those currently on the D.S. 
immigrant visa waiting list to enter the United States.

Information on how to apply for migration to the United States 
under thio agreement will be announced shortly. This 
information will be distributed widely both in Cuba and in the 
United States.
ricaac do not contact the Department of State, the Immigration 
and Naturaliiation Service, or the United States Interests 
section in Havana about migrating under this agreement. An 
announcement on how to apply will be made as soon as possibleV

ma
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Joint comaunlqu«

Representatives or the United States of Aaerioa and the Republic 
of Cuba today concluded tallcs concerning their mutual interest in 
normalizing migration procedures and agreed to taXe measures to 
ensure that migration between the tvo countries is safe, legal, 
and orderly.
gj^fety of Life at Sea
The United states and the Republic of Cuba recognize their common 
interest in preventing unsafe departures from Cuba which rislc 
loss of human life. The United states underscored its recent 
decisions to discourage unsafe voyages. Pursuant to those 
decisions, migrants rescued at sea attempting to enter the United 
Statoe will not be permitted to enter the United States, but 
instead will be taXen to safe haven facilities outside the United
States. Further, the United States has discontinued its praotics 
Of granting parole to all Cuban migrants who reach U.S. territory 
In irregular ways. The Republic of Cuba will taXe affective 
measures in every way it possibly can to prevent unsafe 
departures using mainly persuaeive methods.
ft Hep Sauqqlinq
The United States and the Republic of Cuba reaffirm their support 
for the recently adopted United {rations Cesval Assembly >- Vv 
rasolution on alien ssoggl^z^. They pledge their oooperatt^ to 
take prompt and effective action to. prevent-^he transport'of : 
persons to the United States illegally. Tha two gevcmmeats vill 
take effeotlve measures in every vay they possibly can to oppose 
and prevent the use of violence by any persons seexi&g to reach, 
or who arrive in, the United States from Cuba by forcible 
diversions of aircraft and vessels.
Legal Migration
The United States and the Republic of Cuba are committed to 
directing Cuban migration into safe, legal and orderly channels 
consistent with strict implementation of the 1984 joint 
cQmBuni<nie. Accordingly, the United States vill continue to 
issue, in conformity with United Statee law, immediate relative 
and preference Imigrant visas to Cuban nationals who apply at 
the U.S. interests Section and are eligible to immigrate to the 
United States. The United States also commits, through other 
provisions of United states lav. to authorize and facilitate 
additional lawful migration to tha United States from (Siba. The 
‘United States ensures that total legal migration to th^ United 
Statee from Cuba vill be a minimum of 20,000 Cubans each year, 
not including immediate relatives of United States citizens, as 
an additional, extraordinary measure, the United States will 
facilitate in a one year period the Issuance of documentation to 
permit the migration to the United States of those qualified 
Cuban nationals In Cuba currently on the immigrant visa waiting



• 2 -
list. To that end, both partie* will worJc togothor to facilitate 
the procedures necessary to tapleaent this aeasurs. Tbs two 
govarnnents agree to authorize the necessary personnel to allow 
their respective interests sections to iopleaent the provisions 
of this coanunigue effectively,
Voluntary Return
The United states and the Republic of Cuba agreed that the 
volxuitary return of Cuban nationals vho arrived in the United 
states or in safe havens outside the united States on or after 
August 19/ 1994 will continua to be arranged through diploaatie 
channels.
Exeludablas
The United States and the Republic of Cuba agreed to continue to 
discuss the return of Cuban nationals excludable froa the United 
States.
Ravlev of Agreement
The representatives of the United States and the Republic of Cube 
agree to neat no later than iS days froa today'e announce»ent to 
review impleBentatiOh of this Joint Ccssaunigoe. Future aiaetings 
will be scheduled by mutual agreeneat.

Ror the Covernaent of
The United States of America:

Tor the Governsent of 
the Republic of Cuba:

Hew York/ September 9/ 1994
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THE WHITE HOUSE
Office of the Press Secretery 

(New Orleene, lA)

For loaediate feelaase September 9, 1994

STATEMENT BY THE PRESS SECRETARY

The United States and Cuba have reached agreement in the 
migration talks in Nev York. This agreement requires the 
Government of Cuba to take effective measures to prevent unsafe 
departure of Cuban eitirens. In addition, the Cuban government 
agreed that arrangements for those Cubans who have recently left 
and wish to T-Aturn r.an be wade through diplomatic channels.

The United States has agreed to admit at least 20,000 Cubans from 
Cuba per year under existing authorities. Additionally, the O.S. 
estimates that approximately 6,000 Cubans currently on the visa 
waiting list will be admitted into the U.S.
The President, who directed that these talks on migration issues 
bake plaoe, is pleased at their outcome. *This agreement, when 
carried out, will help insure that the massive flow of dangerous 
and illegal migration will be replaced by a safeor, legal and more

■ .

orderly process,* the President said.



THE WHITE HOUSE

Office of the Press Secretary 
(New Orleans, LA.)

For Inunediate Release September 9, 1994

STATEMENT BY THE PRESS SECRETARY

The United States and Cuba have reached agreement in the 
migration talks in New York. This agreement requires the 
Government of Cuba to take effective measures to prevent unsafe 
departure of Cuban citizens. In addition, the Cuban government 
agreed that arrangements for those Cubans who have recently left 
and wish to return can be made through diplomatic channels.

The United States has agreed to admit at least 20,000 Cubans from 
Cxib-a per year under existing authorities. Additionally, the U.S. 
estimates that approximately 6,000 Cubans currently on the visa 
waiting list will be admitted into the U.S.

The President, who directed that that these talks on migration 
issues take place, is pleased at their outcome. “This agreement, 
when carried out, will help insure that the massive flow of 
dangerous and illegal migration will be replaced by a safer, 
legal and more orderly process," the President said.



THE WHITE HOUSE 

Office of the Press Secretary

For Immediate Release October 14, 1994

Statement by the Press Secretary

The President today announced a series of immediate humanitarian 
steps relating to Cubans in safehavens in Guantanamo and Panama.

First, the Attorney General will parole into the United States 
chronically ill persons and their caregivers who cannot be 
adequately cared for in the camps.

Second, she will parole into the United States unaccompanied 
young children now in the safe havens.

Third, she will parole into the United States migrants over 70.

In each case, we will ensure that those paroled in have 
appropriate sponsors.

Fourth, the Administration will conduct a review of the status of 
all children in the camps.

Fifth, we have launched a major effort to persuade other 
countries to accept some of the Cuban migrants.

Sixth, although much remains to be done, significant improvements 
have been made in the camps including providing better food, 
inaugurating mail and telephone service, and improving sanitary 
conditions. Attached is a fact sheet showing the time table for 
iEprovements.

The administration shares the deep concern of the Cuban-American 
community for the well-being of all the Cubans in safehavens.
The root cause of these problems is in Cuba. The administration 
is dedicated to pursuing policies which will lead to a rapid and 
peaceful movement to democracy in Cuba.



FACT SHEET
IMPROVEMENTS AT PUANTANAMO

There are five tiers of improvement categories;

I. Inti^sm!wnire.Tacilities

n. Food/clothine/medicine

HI. Personal communications

rv. Education/'recreation

V. Other/adm’rustrative

INFRASTRUCTURE/FACILITIES

Water: Running water is now available in all Haitian and Cuban camps. Water has ^
always been available for consumption, but construction of the last piping system 

for running water was completed on 9 October. Each migrant is provided safe 

drinking water and sufficient water for daily hygiene.

Tents: All migrants have shelter, but dust is still a problem in the Cuban camps. . 
As some migrants leave, camp officials can close some camps and build hard stands 

for other tents going up. The Haitian camps are located on hard surfaces (runways) 

and dust is not as bad in this location. Many steps have been taken to reduce dust 

One measure that has had some success is the spreading of a soU stabilizer, another 

measure has been to plant surrounding ground cover. These are temporary 

measures until all tents are hardened to include concrete or wooden flooring. 
Projected completion of the hardening project is 15 November.

Sanitation facilities: There is currently one latrine for every 30 migrants. Geaning 

is now done once every three days; by October 24 cleaning will be done once every 

day. Plans are now being developed to have permanent latrine facilities. The 

construction of sewer piping systems is slowed by the small geographic area and by



limited treatment capacity. Follow-on plans include expanding existing treatment 
facilides.

Camp areas: Each camp has an area for recreation. Half-court basketball and 

volleyball courts are being constructed, projected completion 24 October. 
Additionally, baseball diamonds and soccer fields are being built for common use.

FOOD/CLOTHING/MEDICINE

Milk: A preliminary supply of milk has been provided along with specialized milk 

for babies with digestive problems {Infamil with Iron, Similac). Follow-on supplies 

will be provided and sustained.

Foc<l: Every effort is being made to develop a varied menu. There are now enough 

food stocks to allow the announcement of 2-day menus. Two new kitchens have 

been built Each migrant receives 2 hot meals and one MRE (Meal Ready to Eat) 

per day. Migrants take part in food preparation and as a result of greater food 

stocks the resulting menu has become more Cuban and Haitian fiiendly. Examples 

include the Haitian fare Paella and a (Tuban recipe for Arroz con Folio on Sundays.

Clothing: Thanks to the efforts of many government and non-government 
organizations each migrant has spare clothing and shoes and ball-type caps for those 

that need sun-protection during the day. Over 35,CXX) pain of shoes were purchased 

for the migrants and all have been distributed.

Medicine: There have been no outbreaks/illnesses of any serious nature within the 

last month. Hygiene is improving daily and preventive care is being developed by 

camp docton. There are estimates of up to 250 pregnant women in the camps. Pre­
natal and post-natal facilities are being built to assist new and expectant mothers 

with the care and feeding of their children. Special milk/formula and other infant 
needs are being stocked.

PERSONAL COMMUNICATIONS '

Mail: Limited postcard service has been available through the American Red 

Cross. A DoD/US Postal Service team traveled to Guantanamo last week to 

arrange regular letter service to begin in October. Initial service will include only



letter/posi card mail. By early November details of package delivery will be 

announced.

Phones: 95 phone lines have been established solely for use by Cuban and Haitian 

migrants. All phones are operational.

EDUCATION/RECREATION

Educational faciiitie&'supplies: Primary education is currently provided through 

the 6th grade level. Supplies for crayons, notebooks and school books in Spanish 

and Creole were provided with DoD funds.

Newspaper Deliveries: Daily newspaper delivery service should begin on 20 OcL

Radio Service: There were over 1000 radios supplied to the migrants in September 

and more are being scheduled for delivery. Additionally, the radios are able to pick 

up Radio Marti during the evening hours and DoD has been producing additional 
broadcasts through a temporary station called Radio Esperanza.

Other Media: Camp leaders are also given the opportunity to produce their own " ■ 
print media for the camps.

Recreation: The Cubans have asked for basketball areas and 6 are now being 

constructed, expected completion is 20 October 94. Each camp will have a 

reCTeation tent by 12 Oct Other facilities are being planned and constructed that 
include baseball diamonds and soccer fields, as previously mentioned. Special 
activities for children are also being implemented. Currently, there is a program to 

transport children and their parents or their caregivers to playground areas around 

the base. More playground facilities are being built within the family camps for 

greater access. Recreation tents are being stocked with supplies of games, cards, 
dominos and other related materials.



OTHER

Administrative: Mr. Guarione Diaz, a Cuban-American and President of the 

Cuban American National Council, was appointed Ombudsman to help assist in the 

U.S. Government’s effort to improve camp conditions. He has been instrumental in 

coordinating relief activities and supplies from the Cuban-American population.

Camp Leadership for the Migrants: Each camp has selected a small group of 

camp leaders and representatives to voice theii concerns over the conditions in the 

camps. The leaders’ recommendations are followed as much as practical. Camp 

leaders hold regular meetings with migrants in their areas and during these forums 

give updates from governmental agencies.

Cigarettes: Small shipments of cigarettes have been arriving ih Guantanamo during 

the last two weeks. Other priority items such as milk for babies, clothes, shoes and 

other food stocks were delivered first The Administration is woridng with the 

Cuban-American community in Miami for a large donation of cigarettes which DOD 

win arrange to have transported and distributed in the camps. - '

Camp Visits: Guantanamo has been visited by the Archdiocese of Miami, scores" 

of press, US government officials, non-govemmental organizadons, and 

many others in an effort to assist migrants. Mormation will be released in 

November about how private citizens can arrange visits to Guantanamo. The &st 

pricHity is to get those assigned duty to help the migrants.
*■ . ■ i fr

Donated Goods/Services: The US Government welcomes all donations of goods 

and services for the migrants in Guantanamo. The State Department has contracted 

the services of World Relief to accept and distribute donated goods to the migrants.

To Do/wreGood:s, contact Peggy Gilbert, World ReUef, (914)268-4135.
• • •• ^ ’

To Donate Services, contact: Mr. Guarione Diaz, Ombudsman for Cubans at the 

Camps, (305) 642-3484.
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ANNOUNCEMEHT (F02 CUBA AND OS)

U.S. is announcing today steps being taken to iaplement the 
September 9 migration agreement with Cuba.

Pursuant to the agreement, the DS will allow a minimum of 20,000 
Cubans to migrate legally to the US each year. This goal will be 
»et through expanded immigrant visa and refugee processing and 
the use of the Attorney General's parole authority.

The U.S. will accelerate the immigrant visa issuance process at 
OSIHT, consistent with U.S. law. The accelerated scheduling of 
iBHnigrant visa interviews has already begun. The U.S.
Immigration and Naturalization Service (INS) will intensify 
outreach to the Cuban-American community to explain opportunities 
to bring family members from Cuba to the U.S. DSINT will 
intensify its efforts to inform the Cuban public of possible 
immigration benefits through family members in the D.S.

The United States also will increase the number of refugee 
admission slots available to Cubans through the U.S. Interests 
Section (DSINT) in Havana to at least 6,000 this year. While 
eligibility for the in-country program in Havana originally was 
limited to former political prisoners, application criteria have 
been expanded significantly. The US will review pending and- ^O;; 
previously denied refugee cases in order to identify those ; 
qnalifying under the expanded criteria. . . ' ■ ^

In addition, public interest parole may be offered immediately to 
unmarried sons and daughters of Cubans issued ifiSBigrant visas or 
granted refugee status, as well as to f2UBily members who reside ' 
in the same household and are part of the same economic unit as 
these immigrants or refugees. USINT is in the process of 
informing those receiving immigrant visas and refugee travel 
doCTiments of this progreun.

Also, as a one-time, extraordinary measure, 'public interest I r , 
parole will be offered to preference visa petition beneficiaries, 
on the immigrant visa waiting list as of September 9, 1994,j.^n<^^ 
who would not have been eligible to receive an immigrant vi^^y;- 
the end of FY 95 (September 30; 1995). Individuals on thisjCI^t^' 
will be contacted by the USIHT in Havana. .4- .

operate a lottery that will substantiay.y 
*^1 migration for all Cubans, including"" -C 

those without c^irect family ties to the D.S'. Candidates selected 
through the lottery will be allowed to bring their spouse^ and 
minor children with them to the D.S. This.process is designed to 
benefit Cubans with strong reasons to migrate and who can become

Finally, the USG will 
broaden avenues of le<



gelf'Sufficient. Details of the lottery will be announced in Cuba 
and the D.S. by November 1st.

The D.S. will devote sufficient personnel and other resources to 
conduct all refugee, immigrant visa, and parole processing on an 
accelerated basis. The Immigration and Naturalization Service 
and the Department of State will each have in place five 
additional officers at DSINT on or about October 17; additional 
local staff already has been hired. A State Department team will 
arrive in Havana on October 17 to identify new facilities to 
accommodate the expanded processing.

All Cubans eligible for migration benefits will be screened for 
medical, criminal, and public charge requirements under D.S. 
immigration law as applicable.

These programs will be available to Cubans in Cuba proper. All 
Cubans in safehavens will be fully informed about the programs; 
in order to participate in them, they must return home. On 
October 7, a group of 17 Cubans who requested voluntary return 
were flown from Guantanamo Naval Base to Havana. OSINT and the 
State Department will continue to work with the Cuban government 
to facilitate the travel of all Cubans under O.S. government r 
protection who wish to go home; no one will be ccopelled or ' 
encouraged to return. Appropriate steps will be taken to ensure 
that no Cuban wishing to return is disadvantaged in any of these 
programs if unable to do so in a timely fashion. .

With regard to Cubans in Guantanamo and Panama, significant 
efforts are under way to upgrade the facilities and to improve 
quality of life. We are making substantial progress in hygiene 
and nutrition and in the delivery of medical, oc^mni cat ions, and 
recreational services. Mail and newspaper delivery soon will be 
available. The attached fact sheet describes in detail the steps 
we have taken and those we plan to take in the near future to 
improve conditions for Cubans under D.S. government protection.



Cuba Legal Migration Prograa 
Qs and A'a

I. LOTTERY

0.: How does one apply for the lottery?

A. : All details of the lottery - how to apply, when to apply, 
etc. - will be well advertised in the OS, Cuba proper, and the 
safehavens by November 1st. The lottery is designed to offer 
Cxibans who might not qualify under previously existing programs 
an opportunity to come to the OS. We will be looking for people 
who can be self-sufficient and have manifested an interest in 
coKlng to the US. ............ _

Q.s Will having family ties be a requirement for selection in the 
lottery?

No. Legal migration will be available to people with no direct 
fasLily ties in the United States. '

Q.» Will Cubans in safehavens be able to participate in the'!,^ 
lottery?

Ye*. Cubans in safehavens will have to return bosie to 
participate in the lottery, but we will make sure that they <k>" 
not suffer any disadvantage if they cannot return in a timely 
fashion. We anticipate that many Cubans in safehavens will meet 

of the criteria we are looking for. .

II. Refugee Processing

Q.t Who is eligible to qualify for refugee statns?

A.: Refugee status in the US may be granted to persons who'have
a well-founded fear of persecution on account of race, religion, 
nationality, membership in'a.particular social group, or 
political opinion. >

Q.g In what way have the interview criteria been exi>anded?^ tV’-

A. r Eligibility for the in-country program in Havana originally 
was limited to former political prisoners.’ The program now gives 
pr;iority to Cubans who are (1) former political prisoners; (2) 
mepbers of persecuted religious minorities; (3) human rights 
activists; (4) forced labor conscripts during the period 1965- 
1968; (5) persons deprived of their .professional credentials or 
subjected to other disproportionately harsh or discriminatory



treatment resulting from their perceived or actual political or 
religious beliefs; and (6)others who appear to have a credible 
claim that they will face persecution as defined in the United 
Rations Refugee Convention.

O.s If a Cuban already has applied for refugee status and did 
not qualify, can (s)he apply again?

h. ; Any person denied refugee status can ask to have hiS or her 
case reconsidered on the basis of new information. A Cuban who 
was denied a refugee interview under the old criteria might be 
eligible under the new criteria. The DSG will review pending and 
previously denied refugee cases to identify those qualifying 
under the exp^ded criteria.

O.t What about Cubans in safehavens?

A.: If a Cuban chooses to return home and believes that (s)he
qualifies for the refugee program, (s)he should contact USINT in 
Havana for a determination of eligibility. US government 
representatives in the safehavens will provide general 
information on the progreun. - ,

0.* What about Cubans in safehavens who fear persecution in Cuba 
if ^ey return?

■ ■ ■

A.: Our policy is clear: Nobody %rill be forced or encouraged ^to
retsirn. Persons who fear persecution, like all other Cubans in 
safehavens, can remain in a ^afebaven if they so choose. Efforts 
are continuing to be made to'l^rove quality of life in 
Guantanamo and Panama. We share the desire to find durable ' 
solutions for bona fide refugees in safehavens who fear returning 
hoBse. For this reason, we also will be exploring with UNHCR -

such people as the situation develops, including 
voluntary resettlement in third countries.

» Parole of Additional Family of Refugees visa 
Belieficiaries. ...

V. >-■Q.s What is new about the additional family parole?

Typically, immigrants are only allowed to bring in their spouse 
and minor unmarried children. Under this new program,, we are ‘ 
extending the group of family members who can accompany a Cuban' 
issued .an immigrant vi^sa or granted refugee status to include;

members who reside in the same household and are part 
of the same economic unit as the Immigrant or refugee; (2) 
unmarried sons and daughters of the immigrant or refugee 
regardless of age or place of residence.



Q.: How will this program work?

Cubans to whcwi it is possible to issue immigrant visas in fiscal 
year 1995 are being informed by OSINT of their nev opportunity to 
bri&9 additional family members with them. The DSC will make 
other efforts to identify and contact possible beneficiaries of 

this program.

Q.t Can Cubans in safehavens benefit from this program?

Yes, if they choose to return home. Cubans in Guantaneuno and 
Panama will be provided information about this program by US . 
representatives. The DSG will try to assist Cubans in safehavens 
with this program. If a Cuban in a safehaven believes he or she 
might be eligible under this program, (s)he should contact a OSG 
representative.

lY. Immigrant Visas and Visa Waiting List

O.s How does one get an immigrcmt visa?

h.: The D.S. is continuing to issue immigrant visas to qualifi^
Cubans, and relatives in the US are encouraged to file visa 
pet±tions on behalf of their family members in Cuba. Visa .petition forms (I-130's) are available by calling the INS toil-^; 
free number, 1-800-755-0777. They also can be picked up in the 
US Federal Building in Miami, located at 51 SW 1st Avenue, Room 
630, or at any INS office in the United States]:^

0.: What is being done with the backlog?

A.: OSINT has received names and addresses of all those on the
immiigrant visa waiting list. Efforts have begun to notify Cubans 
who are eligible. -

Q.t Can Cubams in safehavens benefit from this program?

Yes, if they choose to return home. Cubans in Guantanamo and; . 
Panama will be provided information about this program by US‘" . 
representatives. If a Cuban in a safehaven believes that a:v ; • 
relative has filed a petition for him or her, and that (s)he ‘ 
might be on the waiting list, (s)he should.contact a OSG 
representative.

i
V. Volun^ry Return

\

O.i
so?

How many Cubans who requested to return have been able to do



A.: An initial group of 17 Cubans who chose to go home were
returned on October 7. They were flown from Guantanamo to 
Havana. We are anticipating the return of Cubans who have made 
the request to proceed on a regular basis.
0.: 

A.: 

0. s 

A.: 

O.i

How many Cubans have requested to return?

Several hundred

Will Cub£ms in safehavens be forced to return?

Ro. They can remain in the safehavens indefinitely. 

Is the US government encouraging Cubans to return?

A.: No. We have provided Cubans in safehavens full information
about their options, including the possibility of going back home 
or of remaining in the safehavens.

Q,t How can we be sure that Cubans who choose to return will not 
be persecuted when they do? ‘ '

A.: As part of the Cuba/US talks, we made clear that people
wish to return should not be subject to negative treatment.-'^^ 
migration talks will be ongoing, and will next be resumed at'^e 
end of the month. This is a subject that can euid will be 
monitored. -

—ftQ.t If Individuals are not cleared for retun'iiy^e Cuban
authorities, what will be their eligibility for nlgration to^ 

US?

A.: We will do our very best to ensure that individuals who wish 
to return are able to go home. We also will ensure that all * : 
individuals who are eligible to migrate legally to the US will' 
have an opportunity to do so. . . •

YL?__ ^role (in general) -• . .. .. , '

Q.t Will any conditions be placed on paroled Cubans? Will theW 
be any time limit? • |. • :

' ' '1 ^ ■ V
A : No. They will be paroled into the US for’a two-year peri^,
Aft^ one year, they will be eligible to apply for permanent . 
resxdence. ' . ^ '
0. * How many Cubans do you anticipate will be receiving parole?



We will be using a combination of our progreuns to reach the 
20,000 figure in the agreement.

VII. Legal Authority

0.* What legal authority does the Attorney General have to 
exercise her parole authority in this way?

A.: Onder section 212(d) (5) of the Immigration and Nationality
Art, the Attorney General is given the authority, at her 
discretion, to parole aliens into the OS 'for reasons deemed 
strictly in the public interest.' Normalizing the immigration 
flow between Cuba and the DS is 'strictly in the public 
interest.' The parole program is part of an overall effort to 
re<li_xect an abnormal flow into a legal one.

Q.: Doesn't such a parole program intrude upon Congress' law-
roaXi_ng authority?

A.: No. The purpose of the program is to facilitate a
Donaalization of migration between the two countries. It is 
perfectly consistent with overall congressional goals to stem 
irregular migration and promote legal migration. .

Q.t Isn't the parole program inconsistent with the 1980 Sef\^em 
Art -which provides that the AG “may not parole Into the US am - 
alien who is a refugee . . , except in compelling, individual 
cirtsuastances"?

.
,A.: No. People admitted as refugees will not be paroled. The

US has operated for a number of years - and will continue to 
operate * an in-country refugee program in Havana under which . 
several thousand Cubans are admitted into the US each year.
Q.: Why isn't a similar program being established for Haitians?

Historically we have had a special migration relationship with;. 
Cuba. We did not regularly parole in and legalize, virtually 
evexy Haitian who reached our shores. The Cuban AdjustementTArt. 
is unique to Cubans. Moreover, we expect conditions that have*' 
produced large irregular migration from Haiti to’change wit^.ihe 
restoration of democratic government.! T -".

VIII. Cubans at Krome and Port Isabel

Q.r What are the plans for Cubans in Florida and Texas?



» •

^igrauo*

IsabelU?"“'' Paroled In fro. Krome and Port

A.: Children and their caregivers have been paroled in.

• .' t
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FACT SHEET
IMPROVEMENTS AT pUANTANAMO

There are five tiers of improvement categories;

1. Infm.sm’.cnjirc,Tacilities

n. Food/clothing/ medicine

IIL Personal communications

IV. Education/recreation

V. Other/adm’nistrati ve

DsTRASTRUCTURE/FACILITIES

Water. Running water is now available in all Haitian and Cuban camps. Water 1m
always been available for consumptioiv^t constroction of flic last piping system 

for running water was completed on 9 October. Each migrant is provided safe 

drinking water and sufficient water for daily hygiene.

Tents; All migrants have shelter* but dust is still a problem in the Cuto camps. ^ .T, ^
As some migrants leave, camp officials can close some camps and build hard stan& 

for other tents going up. The Haitian camps are located on hard surfaces (runways) 

and dust is not as bad in this location. Mmy steps have been taken to reduce dust 

One measure that has had some success is the spreading of a soil stabilizer, another 

measure has been to plant surrounding ground cover. These are tempora^ 
measures until all tents are hardened to include concrete or wooden flooring. 
Projected completion of the hardening project is 15 November.

Sanitation facilities: There is currendy one latrine for every 30 migrants. Qeaning 

is now done once every three days; by October 24 cleaning will be done once every 

day. Plans are now being developed to have permanent latrine facilities. The 

construction of sewer piping systems is slowed by the smaU geographic area and by



limited treaiment capacity. Follow-on plans include expanding existing treatment 

facilities.

Camp areas: Each camp has an area for recreation. Half-court basketball and 

voUeyball courts are being constructed, projected completion 24 October. 
Additionally, baseball diamonds and soccer fields are being built for common use.

FOOD/CLOTHING/MEDICINE

Milk: A preliioinary supply of milk has been provided along with specialized milk 

for babies with digestive problems {Infamil with Iron, Similac). Follow-on supplies 

win be provided and sustained.

Food: Every effon is being made to develop a varied menu. There are now enough 

food stocks to allow the announcement of 2-day menus. Two new kitchens have 

been builL Each migrant receives 2 hot meals and one MRE (Meal Ready to Eat) 

per day. Migrants take part in food preparation and as a result of greater food 

stocks the resulting menu has become more Cuban and Haitian fiiendly. Examples ^' 
include the Haitian fare Paella and a Cuban recipe for Arroi con Folio on Sundays.

Clothing: Thanks to the efforts of rnany government and noD-govemment ^ 

organizations each migrant has spare dodung and shoes and ball-type caps for those 
that need sun-protection during the day. Over 35,(XX) pairs of sho^ were purchased 

for the migrants and all have been disuibuted.

Medidne: There have been no outi^reaksfillnesses of any serious nature within the 

last month Hygiene is improving daily and preventive care is being developed by 

camp doctors. There arc estimates of up to 250 pregnant women in the camps. Pre­
natal and post-natal facilities are being built to assist new and expectant mothers 

widi the care and feeding of their children. Special milk/formula and other infant 

needs are being stocked.

PERSONAL COMMUNICATIONS , i .

Mafl: Limited postcard service has been available through the American Red 

Cross. A DoDAJS Postal Service team traveled to Guantanamo last week to 

arrange regular letter service to begin in October. Initial service will include only



letterpost card mail. By early November details of package delivery will be 

announced.

Phones: 95 phone lines have been established solely for use by Cuban and Haitian 

migrants. All phones are operational.

EDUCATION/RECREATION

Educational faciiitie&'sijpplies: Primary education is currently provided through 

the 6th grade level. Supplies for crayons, notebooks and school books in Spanish 

and Creole were provided with DoD funds.

Newspaper Deliveries: Daily newspaper delivery service should begin on 20 OcL

Radio Service: There were over 1000 radios supplied to the migrants in September 

and more are being scheduled for delivery. Additionally, die radios are able to pick 

up Radio Marti during the evening hours and DoD has been producing additional 
broadcasts through a temporary station called Radio Esperanza.

Other Media: Camp leaders are also ^ven the opportunity to produce their o^ 

{ffint media for the canqis. vT

Recreation: The Cubans have asked for basketball areas and 6 are now being 

constructed, expected compledoD is 20 October 94. Each camp will have a 

recreation tent by 12 OcL Other facilities are being planned and constructed that 

include baseball diamonds and soccer fields, as previously mentioned. Special 
activities for children are also being implemented. Currently, there is a program to 

transport children and their parents or tiieir caregivers to playground areas around 

die base. More playground facilities are being built within tibe family camps for 

greater access. Recreation tents are being stocked with supplies of games, cards, 
dominos and other related materials. -



OTHER

Admimstrative: Mr. Guarione Diaz, a Cuban-American and President of the 

Cuban American National Council, was appointed Ombudsman to help assist in the 

U.S. Government’s effort to improve camp conditions. He has been instrumental in 

coordinating relief activities and supplies from the Cuban-American population.

Camp Leadership for the Migrants: Each camp has selected a smaD group of 

camp leaders and representatives to voice theii concerns over the conditions in the 

camps. The leaders’ recommendations are followed as much as practical. Camp 

leaders hold regular meetings with migrants in their areas and during these forums 

give updates from governmental agencies.

Cigarettes; Small shipments of cigarettes have been arriving iti Guantanamo during 

the list two weeks. Other priority items such as milk for babies, clothes, shoes and 

other food stocks were delivered first The Administration is working with the 

Cuban-American community in Miami for a large donation of cigarettes which DOD 

win arrange to have transported and distributed in the can^s. ;

PaiTip Visits: Guantanamo has been visited by the Arcbdioose df Miami, scorer' 
of press, US government officials, non-govermnental orgamzarions, and 

many others in an effort to assist migrants. Ihfonnatioii will be released in 

November about how private citizens can arrange visits to Guantanamo. The first 

priority is to get those assigned duty to help the migrants.

Donated Goods/Serrices: The US Government welcomes all donations of goods 

arid s«vices for the migrants in Guantanamo. The State Department has contracted 

the services of World Relief to accept and distribute donated goods to the migrants.

To DoTurre Goodly, contact: Peggy Gilbert, World Relief, (914) 268-4135.

To Donate Services, contact: Mr. Guarione Diaz, Ombudsman for Cubans at the 

Camps, (305) 642-3484:
i t ’ ’ .
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