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FACT SHEET -- CUBA

I. POLICY TOWARDS CUBA

-- The goal of the US is to promote a peaceful, rapid
transition to democracy in Cuba.

-- US policy towards Cuba is based on the Cuban Democracy Act
which has bipartisan support. The Act stipulates that we will
maintain sanctions as long as Castro refuses to move towards
democracy and greater respect for human rights.

-- The Act states that we are prepared to reduce sanctions in a

carefully calibrated way in response to positive developments in
Cuba. We have not seen such progress. ‘

II. MIGRATION CRISIS

-- The migration crisis was provoked by Castro’s decision to no
longer prevent Cubans from taking to the seas in unsafe vessels.,

-- As a result, more than 32,000 Cubans were picked up at sea
and are now under U.S. protection at Guantanamo and in Panama.

-- On August 19, the President announced that the US would
rescue Cubans at sea and take them to a safehaven at Guantanamo
Bay. Migrants from Cuba would not be allowed to enter the Us.

-- The President also announced a series of actions to expand
the flow of information to the people of Cuba and to limit the
ability of the Cuban government to accumulate foreign exchange.

-- The agreement reached on September 9 with the government of
Cuba put an end to the massive outflow of Cuban rafters.

-- The agreement also provides for the legal migration into the
U.S. of at least 20,000 Cubans per year. The agreement has put

an end to irregular departures and promoted orderly, safe and
legal migration.

III. CUBANS IN SAFEHAVENS

-- There currently are roughly 22,000 Cubans at Guantanamo and
roughly 8,000 in Panama. :

-~ ' The President has taken a series of humanitarian steps
relSting to Cubans in safehavens. The Attorney General is
paroling into the U.S. seriously ill persons who cannot
adequately be cared for in the camps, unaccompanied young
children, and migrants over 70.
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IV. LAWSUIT

-- In response to a lawsuit filed by a group of Cuban-
Americans, a federal court in Florida has entered a temporary
restraining order barring the US from returning any Cuban from
Guantanamo or Panama until the court has had time to address the
claim that they are being forcibly sent back. The hearing is
scheduled for October 26, at 1:00 P.M.

-- A plane was scheduled to return 23 Cuban volunteers on
October 25, but was prevented from doing so pending the hearing.

-- US policy is unambiguous: No Cuban currently at Guantanamo
or in Panama should be either forced or encouraged to return.
All Cubans are given the opportunity to choose to stay under U.S.
protection.

-- If a Cuban asks to go home, our policy is to permit his or
her return. We do not wish to hold Cubans against their will.

-- To date, 42 Cubans have returned. All have done so
voluntarily. All 23 scheduled to depart had expressed a strong
desire to go home. {SEE ATTACHED DECLARATION - Tab A)

-- The lawsuit charges that inhumane camp conditions 1nd1rect1g”-__
coerce Cuban mlgrants into returning home. -

-- The USG has taken extraordinary steps to provide for aIl?"
migrants in safehavens, and will continue to do so. [SEE
ATTACHED FACT SHEET - Tab B]

-- The lawsuit also charges that we have denied the lawyers
access to the safehavens.

-- Although the priority was providing for the migrants’
immediate needs, authorities in the safehavens have tried to
facilitate visits to the camps. Representatives of various
interested non-governmental organizations include Amnesty
International, the US Committee for Refugees, the US Catholic
. Conference, and a group of Cuban-American lawyers) have been
given access to the camps at Guantanamo Bay.

-- On October 20, 1994, four days before the lawsuit was flled
officials of the USG informed the attorneys by telephone that
they would be allowed to meet with Cuban migrants in safehave?s

-- This position was confirmed in writing in a letter dated
October 24 [SEE ATTACHED LETTER - Tab C].




THE WHITE HOUSE

Office of the Press Secretary

For Immediate Release October 14, 1994
Statement by the Press Secretary

The President today announced a series of immediate humanitarian
steps relating to Cubans in safehavens in Guantanamo and Panama.

First, the Attorney General will parole into the United States
chronically ill persons and their caregivers who cannot be
adequately cared for in the camps.

Second, she will parole into the United States unaccompanied
young children now in the safe havens.

Third, she will parole into the United States migrants over 70.

In each case, we will ensure that those paroled in have
appropriate sponsors.

Fourth, the Administration will conduct a review of the status of
all children in the camps.

Fifth, we have launched a major effort to persuade other
countries to accept some of the Cuban migrants.

Sixth, although much remains to be done, significant improvements
have been made in the camps including providing better food,
inaugurating mail and telephone service, and improving sanitary
conditions. Attached is a fact sheet showing the time table for
improvements.

The administration shares the deep concern of the Cuban-American
community for the well-being of all the Cubans in safehavens.
The root cause of these problems is in Cuba. The administration
is dedicated to pursuing policies which will lead to a rapid and
peaceful movement to democracy in Cuba.

#



FACT SHEET
IMPROVEMENTS AT GUANTANAMO

There are five tiers of improvement categories:
L Infrasmrcre/facilities

II. Food/clothing/medicine

I1I. Personal communications
V. Education/recreation
V. Other/adminisirative

INFRASTRUCTURE/FACILITIES

Water: Running water is now available in all Haitian and Cuban camps Water has

for running water was completed on 9 October. Each migrant is provided safe
drinking water and sufficient water for daily hygiene.

Tents: All migrants have shelter, but dust i is still a problem in the Cuban camps. -
As some migrants leave, camp officials can close some camps and build hard stands
for other tents going up. The Haitian camps are located on hard surfaces (runways)
and dust is not as bad in this location. Many steps have been taken to reduce dust.
One measure that has had some success is the spreading of a soil stabilizer, another
measure has been to plant surrounding ground cover. These are temporary
measures until all tents are hardened to include concrete or wooden flooring.
Projected completion of the hardening project is 15 November.

Sanitation facilities: There is currently one latrine for every 30 migrants. Cleaning
is now done once every three days; by October 24 cleaning will be done once every
day. Plans are now being developed to have permanent latrine facilities. The

construction of sewer piping systems is slowed by the small geographic area and by

SO

always been available for consumption, but construction of the last piping system ~ P



limited treatment capacity. Follow-on plans include expanding existing treatment
facilites.

Camp areas: Each camp has an area for recreation. Half-court basketball and
volleyball courts are being constructed, projected completion 24 October.
Additionally, baseball diamonds and soccer fields are being built for common use.

FOOD/CLOTHING/MEDICINE ~

Milk: A prelirinary supply of milk has been provided along with specialized milk

for babies with digestive problems (Infamil with Iron, Szmzlac) Follow-on supplies
will be provided and sustained.

Feod: Every effort is being made to develop a varied menu. There ar= now enough
food stocks to allow the announceraent of 2-day menus. Two new kitchens have
been built. Each migrant receives 2 hot meals and one MRE (Meal Ready to Eat)
per day. Migrants take part in food preparation and as a result of greater food
stocks the resulting menu has become more Cuban and Haitian friendly. Examples =
include the Haitian fare Paella and a Cuban recxpe for Arroz con Pollo on Sundays |

. _ : : S ‘%fg,«.« :
Clothmg. Thanks to the efforts of many govemment and non-govern_ment :
organizations each migrant has spare clothing and shoes and'ball-type caps for those
that need sun-protection during the day. Over 35,000 pairs of shoes were purchased
for the mxgrants and all have been distributed.

Medicine: There have bee_n no outbreaks/illnesses of any serious nature within the
last month. Hygiene is improving daily and preventive care is being developed by
camp doctors. There are estimates of up to 250 pregnant women in the camps. Pre-
natal and post-natal facilities are being built to assist new and expectant mothers

with the care and feeding of their children. Special milk/formula and other infant
needs are being stocked.

PERSONAL COMMUNICATIONS

Mail: Limited postcard service has been available through the American Red
Cross. A DoD/US Postal Service team traveled to Guantanamo last week to
arrange regular letter service to begin in October. Initial service will include only



letter/post card mail. By early November details of package delivery will be
announced.

Phones: 95 phone lines have been established solely for use by Cuban and Haitian
migrants. All phones are operational.

EDUCATION/RECREATION

Educational faciiities’supplies: Primary education is currently provided through

the 6th grade level. Supplies [or crayons, notebooks and school books in Spanish
and Creole were provided with DoD funds.

Néwspaper Deliveries: Daily newspaper delivery service should begin on 20 Oct.

Radio Service: There were over 1000 radios supplied to-the migrants in September
and more are being scheduled for delivery. Additionally, the radios are able to pick
up Radio Marti during the evening hours and DoD has been producing additional
broadcasts through a ternporary station called Radio Esperanza.

Other Media: Camp leaders are also given the opportunity to produce their own =
print media for the camps. '

Recreation: The Cubans have asked for basketball areas and 6 are now being
constructed, expected completion is 20 October 94. Each camp will have a
recreation tent by 12 Oct. Other facilities are being planned and constructed that
include baseball diamonds and soccer fields, as previously mentioned. Special
activities for children are also being implemented. Currently, there is a program to
transport children and their parents or their caregivers to playground areas around
the base. More playground facilities are being built within the family camps for

greater access. Recreation tents are being stocked with supplies of games, cards,
dominos and other related matenals



OTHER

Administrative:” Mr. Guarione Diaz, a Cuban-American and President of the
Cuban American National Council, was appointed Ombudsman to help assist in the
U.S. Government's effort to improve camp conditions. He has been instrumental i In
coordinating relief activities and supplies from the Cuban-American population.

Camp Leadership for the Migrants: Each camp has selected a small group of
camp leaders and representatives to voice their concerns over the conditions in the
camps. The leaders’ recommendations are followed as much as practical. Camp

leaders hold regular meetings with migrants in thexr areas and during these forums
give updates from governmental agencies.

Cigarettes: Small shipmenis of cigarettes have been arriving in Guantanamo during
the !2st two weeks. Other priority items such as milk for babies, clothes, shoes and
other food stocks were delivered first. The Ademstrauon is workmg with the
Cuban-American community in Miami for a large donation of cigarettes wluch DOD
will arrange to have transported and dxstnbuted in the camps :

Camp Visits: Guantanamo has been visited by the Archdlocese of Miami, scores  ~s
of press, US government officials, non-governmiental organizations, and o
many others in an effort to assist mxgrants Information will be released in

November about how private citizens can arrange visits to Guantanamo The first

priority 1s to get those asstgned duty to help the mxgrants ' -

Donated GoodsISemcw' The US Government welcomes all donauons of goods o
and services for the migrants in Guantanamo. The State Department has contracted

the services of World Relief to accept and dlslnbute donated goods to the mxgrants

To Donate Goods contact. Peggy lebert, World Rehef (914) 268-4135

To Donate Services, contact Mr Guanone Dlaz, Ombudsman for Cubans at the
Camps, (305) 642- 3484 '



Asylum glveﬁ
to hundreds

of rafters

Elderly, young and sick
refugees to win freedom

By CHRISTOPHER 84ARQUIS
And MIRTA 0JITO
Herald Staff Writers :

WASHINGTON — The Clin-
ton administration, under strong
pressure from Cuban Americans,
announced Friday that it will
grant refuge to a. few hundred
elderly, sick and child refugees
now detained in camps at Guan-
tanamo and in Panama.

No specific figure was given,
althougﬂec:t 15 cstimated thal
fewer than, SO0 will be admitted
from the 29,000 Cubans at
Guantanamo Bag' -Naval Base
and 6,000 at a U.S. military base
in Panama,

But more might be coming.’

The White House announcement
noted it will conduct a review of
the status of all childrcn in the
camps — estimated at more than
3,000 — saying they would also
be likely candidates for parole.

Ecstatic Cubans hailed the
decision. .

“This is the beginning of the
- end of this nightmare,” said
Jorge Mas Canosa, chairman of
thc Cuban American National
Foundation. “We are on the right

o

5T e P S 1 R T A

B President Clinton's deci-
sion to release some Cubans
from detentlon camps eases
fear of demonstrations during
his Miami visit tonight, 20A.

A BOOST FOR MAS?

B The U.8. policy shift on asy-

lum tor ratters could boost sup- -

port tor Jorge Mas Canosa,
chairman of the Cuban Ameri-
can Natl_onal Foundation, 20A.

track.”

The new policy marks a shift in
coursc for President ' Clinton,
who sought to “*'demagneticc™ the
United States as a_destination
during the exodus of Cuban boat
peoplc last summer. Clinton
insisted in .August that no

* Cubans taken into U.S. custody

at sea would cver be granted

“entry into this count,

But Clinton relentclz'in the face

PLEASE SEE OUAN'\ANAHO. 20A
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of increasing requests by Cuban
Americans to accept the most
vulnerable-of the refugees.

Effective . immediately, chil-
dren without parents, people
above the age of 70 and those
who are gravely ill, as well as
care-givers - identified by base
doctors, are all approved to come
to the United Statcs under
paroles issued by Attorney Gen-
ergl Janet Reno.

.'Therc’s a general recogaition
.that these arc humanitarian
cases,” said Michacl Skol, deputy
assistant secretary of statc for
inter-American affairs. “They're
the sick, the very young and the
véry old. You can't keep these
people locked up.”

Up to 500 expected

Richard Nuccio., a State.

Department official who is scrv-
1ng as a liaison to Miami’s Cuban
community, estimated that the
total number would not cxceed

500.

%.S. military officers at the
Guantanamo basc have rcported
there arc 64 unaccompanicd boys
and four girls there. Nuccio esti-
mated ‘there arc fewer than 200
people. older than 70 and *a cou-

ple of: Hozen™ who have been.

identifiéd as gravely ill, suffering
lf‘rlm' heart conditions and the
ike. ‘

iSpouses of thosec who qualify
fdr parole, as well as care-givers
of the sick, will almost certainly
b¢ f'antcd entry as well, officials
sand.

Catalina Reyes, a 33-year-old
rafter now in Guantanamo, said
it a telephone interview that
cvgrybody in her camp was
hdppy 10 hear the news.

*It’s a step forward for us in
this temible situation we are in.”
she said.. “There is much faith
today.” -

Reyes, who was a radio and TV
host in Cuba, is especially hope-
ful: Her 63-year-old husband
Juan Garcia Diaz, a former polit-
ical prisoner, has rectal cancer.
She hopes they can both come to
Miami so be can receive proper
medical carc and she can jtake
care of him. - ‘

Other countries approached
The administration at the same
ume announced it has launched
“a major effort” 1o persuade
oth¢r countries to aceept some of
the Cubans. Any of the dctainces
who are approved for legal travel

to third countncs are welcomc to -

Icave the camps in Guantanamo
and Panama, officials said.

Venczuela and Mexico have

- offered to take in Cuban refugees

vaan o+ DLUWLIL € LVLIAaRvEL

living in their countnes.

said other countries have-also |
expressed .an interest m-Qﬂ'ems..

residence to the boat people.

Cubans ‘approved .for US.

entry face a final hurdle. They

must find sponsors who say they

arc willing to provide economic
support for the refugees for the
first six months. Medical care for
the ill, at least in the short run, is
being covered by U.S. military
hospitals. '

Mas Canosa said the refugees

who will be left behind at the
camps should not lose hope. He
believes they will soon be
allowed to go to third countrics
and once there can come to the
United States under the Cuban
American National Foundation’s
Exodus program.

But Skol insisted that immigra-
tion programs gcared to help

Cubans stranded in third coun-

tries rcach the United Sialcs,
including the Exodus program,
would not be allowed to bning in
Cubans who have been in Guan-
tanamo or Panama.

Others need visas

Administration officials said
U.S. policy toward the bulk of
the refugecs remains unchanged,

and the only way the others will

be able to come to the United
States is if they return to Cuba
and apply for a‘travel visa at the

U.S. Intcrests Section in Havana. '
U.S. officials quietly concede

that most of the refugees at the
Guantanamo and Panama bases

are relying on the political clout - -
“of Cuban Americans in the

United States to eventually win
their cntry,

That political muscle was in
evidence this week, on the eve of -

a Chinton fund-raising trip to
Miami. Thousands of Cuban
cxiles planncd to receive him

with protests against the indefi-

nite detention of the refugces.

*If Clinton’s visit is what did’
it, so be it,” said Miami City .

Manager Cesar Odio, who called
a meeting in his office Friday to

trumpet the decision, six hours .

before the White House made its
announcement. :

Accompanﬁi'né Odio were
e LU

members of t ban Amencan
Advisory Ad Hoc Committee, an

organization created at the begin-
ning of the crisis to help improve .
the living conditions in the

camps and make policy recom-
mendations. '
The move came a day after a

group of Cuban-Amecrican attor- -

nﬁys_met with top Whitc House
officials and threatened to suc
the federal government for its
policy of indefinitc detention in

Ve IJV (JdLd: v I/ I






Leaders say ' |
pressure

for protest
is easing

By TOM FIEDLER
Herald Political Editor

President Clinton's deci-
sion to release children and-
the elderly from the Guanta-
namo detention camps
relieved fears that he might
facc angry demonstrations
Jduring tonight's fund-raising
visit to Miami.

*1 feel very, very good,”

City Manager Cesar Odio
said Friday. ""We are sull

~ going to sec somc demon-

" strations, but they will be

very peaceful, just showing

-signs like “Free our people.’

Pcople will show they are
grateful.”
Spanish-language
commentator Tomas Garcia
Fuste, who hosts call-in pro-
grams on WCMQ-AM. said
the majority of his callers
praised the releases and the
president. o
“Pcoplc are clated that

people are beginning to be

rcivascd from the detention
camps,” he said.

The president and Mrs.
Clinton are expecied Lo
arrive at Miami “Interna-
tional Airport shortly before
6 p.m. today for a fous-hour
visit intended mostly to
raise money for Democratic
t).S.  Senate candidates,
including her brother, Hugh
Rodham. of Miami. o

The couple are to appear

first at a .§310-per-person -

rally for Rodham at the Port
of Miami. They will then
also attend a $10,000-per-
couple dinner at the home of

“Coral Gables businessman

Hugh Westbrook, finance
chairman of the Democratic
Senatorial Campaign Com-
mitlee. c ' :
- Rodham said- Friday that
he and his Cuban-American
wife, Maria Victoria Rod-
ham. had spoken to Clinton
and his aides several times
over-the past week about the
highly publicized plight of
the detained children.

radio -

He said the timing of the
announcement had little to
do with the president’s polit-
ical visit 10 Miami, although

some:city officials djsagreed:

"I think it was the condi-
tion of the camp that caused
him to move as quickly as he
did,” Rodham said. “*He
rcalized that we needed to
get those children and the
clderly out of there."

An appcal to release the -

children even appeared in

full-pagc advertisements in

Friday's New York Times
and Washington Post, In the
ad, Dr. Manuel Rico Perez
of Miami urged Clinton: “As
a father. 1 know you under-
stand. Mr. President, these
children beseech you to open.
:_hc c}pors of the land of the
rec. :

Rico said these ads, and
another scheduled to run in
today’s Herald. cost him
$73,000 of his own.money.

“Maybe the president had
my ad along with his break-
fast,™ Rico said. '

Despite  these  devclop-

ments,  the  presidential
motorcade may encounter at
least three groups protesting

the decision last month to .

intercept and detain Cuban
refugees at “safe havens™
outside the United Siates.
‘The largest of the detention
facilitics is at Guantanamo.

The grass-roots Cuban
Unity. which in recent
months has managed huge
anti-Castro rallics in Little
Havana and Hialcah, has
calied on' Cuban exiles to
line the roads and sidewalks
that the motorcade is: likely
10 take with signs urging the

president to reverse his pol-

icy and allow the refugees to
come 1o the United States.

The Valladares Founda- -

tion. headed by Armando .
Valladares, a former Cuban
political prisoner and U.S. .
ambassador o the United- |

Nations human rights com-
mission, continued its call
for Cuban exilcs to refuse to

serve the president if they |

have the opportunity,

“For exampie, if 8 Cuban |
waiter is asked by Clinton to
bring a towel or bacon and

he should tell Clinton,
*No, sorry Mr. President we
don't have any of that, just.
like in Guantanamo,’ ** said
Armando Guticrrez, a direc-
tor of the Valladarcs Foun-
dation in Miami.

Herald staff writer Alfonso
Chardy contributed to this

_report.

|
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By ALFON3SO CHARDY
Arid LIZETTE ALVAREZ
Horald StatfWrivers

The Chimton admiaistrat:on’s

announcement Friday allowing
children, the elderly znd :he
irfirm to be releaszd frotn deten-
tion *amps may boost the
reccr,tlz\ Battered image of Jorge
Mas Cinosa, thechairman of the
Cuban American Nauonal Foun-
dation.

Prio- to the anaxouncemen:,

Mas Canosa had been under

. attack by iome exifes who
blamed him for the deteation of
more than 30,000 Cubans a: the
Guastamnamo naval base and
Panama. After all, they szid, Mas
Caticéa had endorsed President
Clintoa's policy' of celention,
which eaced the era of wekom-
ing Cutal refugees with open
amms. -

“Jorge has indeed suﬂ'-red
some damraze from the fallout,”
said - ‘Pedro Freyre, a Cuban
Amesigan who anslyzes the exile
commimity > for the Greater
Miamg-Cbamber of Commerce
Cuba Coiemitice. “But this new
deveigpment, the Clinton
apnouncemert, cculd help him
recover. With thu, the (cunde-
tion. Las once again demon-

stritéd its ability to deliver tangi-

bles p:)linml results.”
osa and tae founda-
tion U‘x& rot directly tzke crednt
(or tfie .armouncement. But Mas
s;\grud his foundation staff
lthat the White House was
u\s ‘the announcement and
l@“ ournalists. xpow in advarce
some:pfthe: details, Later, Mas
En@u ‘Was gmang severa. exile
Jeadectwho sxoh: publicly about
,the ‘decision hours befcre it was

anocunced in Waskiogton.

Pralse in Litlla Havena

In recent days, Mas Canosa
under:oo¢ high'y publicized
eTorts ¢ persuade Clinten to
release the children in Guanta-
namo, inclading a meeting with
Puerto Rican Goveror Pedro
Rosell) last week :hat resulled in
a letier (rom Rosello to Clinten
offering the ch:ldren refuge in
Puertc Rico.

Mas Canosa’s and the founda-
tion's role in the policy shift Fri-
day was not lost on exiles in Lit-
tie Havana.

“The aad thing is to sit and do.

norhmg said Miguel Viciarero.
“Tae 2zsiest thing to do is just
talk. At .cast [Mas Canosa_ is

- doing sorvething. He's tryng.”’'

And this from Alberto Per-
doma, a visitor 10 a Calle Octo
barbzrshep: “He's done gocd
work. Cuantanamo was not his
fault, and as you caw see, the s:tu-
a: :on it progressmg thanks to
him.”

It was a dlﬂ'elent story two

weeks ago.

‘‘Mas Canm. I don’t trust that
man anvmore,” said Teresa
Pireiro, on¢ of the I5 exiles
interviewed in Littl: Havapa, 14
of wham were critical of Mas
Canosa. “You can’t believe what
b2 say; anymiore.”

Unti} Friday, many callers on
Spanish lznguage talk shows
railed agsinst Mas Canosa,
accusing him of betrzyirg

- Cuban-Americans with ais taat

approval of the detention policy.
Yesterday, the criticism began to
let up.

"Dmn; a Fridey aflemoon
call-in sho~ peodle were very

TP CHAPMAN / +erald Siaft

DIVULGING DETAILS OF CUNI'ON PLAN: Jorge Mas Canosa, tett,
and City Manager Cesar Odio, at City Hell.

hapoy ttat pzople are going to
<tar %cumg out of the camps.”
raas Garcia Fuste, news
d\'ecwr al Spamm-language
vadic stasion WCMQ-Cadena
Nacional. “This sentiment will
benefit Mas Canosa indirectly.”
Mai Canosa did not returm a
call to his olfice seeking com-
ment for this aricle. But Fran-
cisco “Pepz” Hernzndez, the
founcation president, said Mas
Canosa has been wrongly vili-
fied. Mas Capcsa, Hzmandez
said, hebaved daplomaucally,
making the bes: of a situation b2
was unable (o change.

pu'mmng Castro _
- Mas Canosa himself has said

he tacked Clinton not bzcause he”

liked the detention pohcy but

beczuse Clinton agreed 0 punish.

Fldcl Caslro by :vannmg exile

travel and cash trensfers to Cuba.
a mzjor source of reveaue for the
Cubarn govemment.

~ What's mare, Clinion enacted
the deteation policy without con-
soliing Mas Canosa or other exile
leaders. Mas Canosa and three
o:her lesders then eadorsed Clin-
ton’s overall policy, including
dztesnticn, duriog a Wkite House
meeting A\.g 19 at the height of
the crisss. -

Counting on Ctinton

.Did Mas Canosa make the

right choice in backing Clinton?
Jaone Suchlicki, a Universiry

‘07 Miani Cuban affairs enpert,

said Mas Cancsa backed Clinton
becaase of the percept:on that
Clinton indeed has been tough
on Castro given-the trevel and
cash bans.

‘He's done good

‘work. Guantanamo

was not his fault,
ard as you can see,
the situation is

progressmg thanks to
him.’

 ALBENTO PERDOMO,

discussing Mas Canosa,

_ inCalle Ocho barber shop

**Ma; Canosa is banking that
the Clinton administration will’
mamsiin 3 hard-line policy
toward Castro and b2 feels that
as long as Qliaton mainteias that
pol:cy - he'l: support h:m and
waen he co2en't he'll break with
himr and denounoe the policy.'”
Suchlicki said.

In his Jirs: public statement-
after the Aug. 19 meeting with
Cliaton, Mas Cancsa justified his
actions.

“We would have preferred in
the .foundation ard myself per-
sonally that tais measure rela.ed
to seading the Cubans to Guan-
tanamo would not have been
taken,” Mas Canosa said on’
WCMQ-Cadena Nacional radic.

He said he endorsed (he policy
because Ctinton had made the
decision and :t was “irrevers-
ible.” He urgec exiles not 3
dwell on datentions and focus
instzad on the other presidential
decisions waich, he said, would
hasten Castro's downfall,

Herala staf] writer Ana Mener:-
dez cortributed to this repert.
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U.S. DEPARTMENT QF STATE
Office of the Spokesman

Fcr Immediate Release : ; October 7, 1994

STATEMENT BY MICHAEL MCCURRY, SPORESMAN
i i |

! i
A first group of 17 Cuban:miqrants who requested voluntary
return were flown from Guantanamc Naval Base to Havana this
morning aboard an ImmigraFion and Naturalization Service (INS)

plane. . !

Their return was arranged through dipﬁomatic channels, as
stipulated in the migration agreement concluded between the

; United States and the Rapublic of Cuba in Naw York on September
i 19. ; : _ '
| . !

Several hundred Cubans at;Guantanamo have requested voluntary
return to Cuba. The U.S. Interests Section in Havana is :
working with the Cuban authorities concerning the arrangementq

for their return home. |
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THE WHITE HOUSE

Office of the Press Secretary

For Immediate Release October 14, 1994

Statement by the Press Secretary
The President today announced a series of immediate humanitarian
steps relating to Cubans in safehavens in Guantanamo and Panama.
First, the Attorney General will parole into the United States

chronically ill persons and their caregivers who cannot be
adequately cared for in the camps.

Second, she will parole into the United States unaccompanied
young children now in the safe havens.

Third, she will parole into the United States migrants over 70.

In each case, we will ensure that those paroled in have
appropriate sponsors. -

Fourth, the Administration will conduct a review of the status of'ia

all children in the camps,. .. L S
. X é;;-’:-) L

Fifth, we have launched a major effort to persuade other

countries to accept some of the Cuban migrants.

Sixth, although much remains to be done, significant improvements -
have been made in the camps including providing better food,
inaugurating mail and telephone service, and improving sanitary

conditions. Attached is a fact sheet showing the time table for
improvenents.

The administration shares the deep concern of the Cuban-American
community for the well-being of all the Cubans in safehavens.
The root cause of these problems is in Cuba. The administration
is dedicated to pursuing policies which will lead to a rapid and
peaceful movement to democracy in Cuba.

‘. # -
| |
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THE WHITE HOUSE

Office of the Fress Secretary

For immediate Release August 19, 1994

PRESS CONFERENCE BY THE PRESIDENT

The East Room

1:30 P.M. EDT

THE PRESIDENT: Good afternoon. In recent weeks the Castro
regime has encouraged Cubans to take to the sea in unsafe vessels
to escape their nation's internal problems. In 8o doing, it has

risked the lives of thousands of Cubans, and several have aliready
died in their efforts to leave.

This action is a cold-blooded attempt to maintain the
Castro grip on Cuba, and to divert attention from his failed
communist policies. He has tried to export to the United States
the political and economic crises he has created in Cuba, in
defiance of -the democratic tide flowing throughout this region.

Let me be clear: The Cuban government will not succeed in
any attempt to dictate American immigration policy. The United
States will do everything within its power toO ensure that Cuban

lives are saved and that the current outflow of refugees is
stopped. -

= T

Today, I have ordered that illegal refugees from Cuba will
not be allowed to enter the United States. Refugees rescued at sea
will be taken to our naval base at Guantanamo, while we explore the
possibility of other safe havens within the region.

To enforce this policy, I have directed the Coast Guard to
continue its expanded effort to stop any boat illegally attempting
to bring Cubans to the United States. The United States will
detain, investigate and, if necessary, prosecute Americans who take

to the sea to pick up Cubans. Vessels used in such activities will
be seized.| :

13

I want to compliment the Coast Guard and the Immigratiomn

and Naturalization Service for their efforts. And I want to thank

Florida's officials, including Governor Chiles and the Florida

congressional delegation, for their help in protecting and saving
the lives of Cubans who seek to escape the regime.
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Helen.

Q Mr. President, on behalf of all the press COrps,
we want to wish you a happy birthday. (Laughter.)

TKE PRESIDENT: Thank you.
Q and now -- (laughter) -- (Applause.)

THE PRESIDENT: Well, you could all do a lot to make it

happy - (Laughter.) That is not a guilt trip; feel no pressure.
(Laughter.) Thank you.

Q Mr. President, in the last 35 years we've had an
embargo against Cuba and increased the economic burden on them.
1 uaderstand that's why the refugees are coming in. What is the
probiem with taking a few small, albeit brave, steps to negotiate
a possible movement toward democracy with Cuba? We've dealt with

mary communist countries through the 1last 35 years, and we're
dealing with them now.

THE PRESIDENT: There aren't many left. I support the
empargo, and I support the Cuban Democracy Act, which was passed
in 1992. And I do not believe we should change our policy there.

The fundamental problem is, democracy is sweeping the
world, democracy and freedom are sweeping oOur hemisphere. In the
Caribbear alone, and in Central and South Ameriea-and-all of this’
region, there are only two countries now not democratically
governed with opern societies and open economies. The real problem
is the srubborn refusal of the Castro regime to have an open
democracy and an open economy. And I think the policies we are
following will hasten the day when that occurs, and we follow those
pclicies Dbecause we€ believe they are the ones most likely:to

promote democracy and ultimately prosperity for the people of Cuba.

Q But that's not true of North Korea oOr China, and
you're dealing with them every day.

THE PRESIDENT: I think the circumstances are different and
1 think our policy is correct.

Q Mr. President, recognizing that you're slowing down
the process, do people fleeing Cuba still get automatic entry to
the United States as political refugees if they're not criminals
cr 1112 ' '

‘ b

THE PRESIDENT: No. |

Q You're ending --
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THE PRESIDENT: The people leaving Cuba will not be
permitted tc come Lo the United States; they will be sent to safe
rhavens.

Q The people who reach here.

THE PRESIDENT: The people who reach here will Dbe

apprehended and will be treated like others. They will be -- their
cases will be reviewed, Those who qualify can stay, and those who

don't will not be permitted to. They will be now treated like
others who come here.

Brit.

Q Mr. President, under the law it has always been
clear that the Cuban refugees had a certain priority on staying
here. The policy, of course, has been that anybody who got here
got to stay. What restraints are you cperating under in terms of

the law in changing this policy? Or are you likely, sir, to be
sued over this?

THE PRESIDENT: No -- let me -- I'm glad you asked that
question in contradistinction to the one you asked right afterward.
The Cuban Adjustment Act will continue to be the law of the land.

.« we are doing our best within that -- we will detain the Cubans
who come here now, they will not simply be released into the
population at-large. And we will review all their cases in light
of the applicable law, including the Cuban Adjustment ACt. _..

Q Do you know how long it will take, how long --

THE PRESIDENT: 1t depends on how many there are, of
course. And we don't know. oo .
Andrea. o

Q Can you give us some more details? Are these

people going to be taken to Guantanamo? What kind of strain might
this place on our naval forces, the Coast Guard? Already we're
being told that drug interdiction is being cut back. And can you
respond to criticism already from Bob Dole and Newt Gingrich? 1In
particular, Mr. Gingrich said thrat yoOuTr Dnew policy is appalling,
it's an example of mixed morality, and that he thinks it is illegal
under the act.

THE PRESIDENT: Well, first, let me answer the factual
questions. The refugees, those who are fleeing, will be taken
first to Guantanamo where we will seek safe havens for them. That
is plainly not illegal under international law, nor do we believe
jt is illegal under the Cuban Adjustment Act.

Secondly, as to whether it is immoral, I just would say it



is my belief that the American people and that the Cuban American
peop.e and the people of Florida -- but the people of the entire
United States -- do not want to see another Mariel Boatlift. They
do noz want to see Cuba dictate our immigration policy. They do
nct want to see Mr. Castro able to export his political and
conocic problems to the United States.

Now, that is what is plainly being set up. We have gone
through that once. We nad 120,000 people sent to this country as

a deliberate attempt -- not because they themselves initially
wan-ed to flee; they were encouraged to flee, they were pushed out;
we rad jails open, Wwe had mental hospitals open -- all in an

attempt to export all the problems of Cuba to the United States.
We tried it that way once. It was wrong then, and it's wrong now.
and I'm not going to let it happen again. :

Q Can you respond to that other question?
THE PRESIDENT: Yes, that's my answer to them.

Q what about the naval forces, the Coast Guard? Are
they up to this -- will it affect drug --

THE PRESIDENT: I think the Coast Guard is plainly up to
ijt. We may have to have a little more Navy support. I met with
the Secretary of Defense this morning; we discussed it at length.
He is confiden:t that we can do what we have to do without
undermining our fundamental mission.

Q

president Clinton, previously Y9 said that the
crime Dbill was ething that you supported, {Hat you wanted to
sign as it was. Nowyou're saying you can taxe 10 percent out of
it. Why shouldn't the\American people beli€ve that there's still

, anytime you start a --I've
programs that you couldn't cut
integrity. I said that crime
t was, and it was a strong and

pever seen a bill that started
some and maintain its fundamenr
bill was a strong and good hi
good bill.

But one of the’things that happe in conference that has,
I think, been largély overlooked is that\in an attempt to get as
much money as pofsible for police officers a d law enforcement and
for prisons apd for border patrol, funds were gppropriated or were
authorized &#n the crime bill that came out of\ conference in an
«Ster than we could provide in the trus fund.
|

dl

Keep in mind, the great beauty of this crime\bill is it's
the first major program in American history that's beIng financed
entirely by reducing the size of the federal bureaucracy d d taking
all the savings from the federal government and putting it in a
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rrasz fund to help grass-roots Americans get better control over
treir own lives.

Tre practical impact of what we are doing by cutting 10
percent of this will be to be able to put everything that's left
into the trust fund. So, in terms of real dollars, I believe there
wiil be more morey actually appropriated and spent for tough law
enfcrcement and for police officers. And I believe that all the
w~damental important things in the prevention strategy will be
mairrained at a very high level, and dramatically higher than now.

The principles of the bill are intact -- it's the biggest
increase in police in the history of the country; it's the toughest
increase in punishment in the history of the country; it's the

biggest increase in prevention programs in the history of the
ccuntry.

I am not a member of the Congress. They have to work out
a>l the details. If they produced this bill out of the conference,
I woeold have happily supported this, as I did the other one.

Q Wouldn't you just be getting into politics then,
by accepting the original bill?

THE PRESIDENT: Now, that's one of those questions designed
to spoil your birthday. (Laughter.) Because it's something else -

- it's designed to confuse the American people about what really
goes on up here.

The President is not a member -of  the Congress.:- The
Congress made a decision that they had a bill that they all wanted.
They accommodated the interests as best they could. It met all my
fundamental criteria -- assault weapons ban, ban on handgun
ownership by kids, tougher penalties, longer imprisonment, more
prevention. So does this bill. This bill has the added virtue of
being able to be fully funded in the trust fund that we are

creating by reducing the federal government to its lowest size in
30 years.

And if, in fact -- let me just say, Rita -- if, in fact -
- zhere has been no conference. If in fact, the conference
proceeds along the lines that I generally believe it's going on,
and it has the added virtue of some strengthening of the language
which was put in involving this whole sexual predator issue -- 80,
in that sense, I think it is a fine bill that meets all the

criteria, and it doesn't just gut the prevention programs, which
I was determined to see not happen.

Q Mr. President, you say that you're not going to
allow Fidel Castro to dictate U.S. immigration policy. But hasn't
he just done that by forcing you to reverse three decades of a
policy? And secondly, what do you say to Cuban Americans,
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especzally in Florida, who feel betrayed by this change in policy?

THE PRESIDENT: Well, I believe that most Cuban Americans
want us to be very firm. The Cuban Americans that I know, without
regard to their party, supported the Cuba Democracy Act, and they
rememper how awful it was for the United States when the Mariel
Boatlift occurred. They remembered what it did in this country and
how -- the feelings it engendered in this country. And I do not
believe they want another Mariel Boatlift. And I do not believe
we car. afford to do that. And so my own view is that most Cuban

ATrericans will support what we're trying to do and wish us to be
firm.

I would remind you that the Attorney General, who is in
charge or oversees the INS, who has done a lot of work on this and
who will have a press ccnference, I think, when I finish to answer
scme of the detaiis of this policy was the prosecuting attorney in

Dade County. I talked to the governor last night at some length
about this -- of Florida.

I think my own feeling is -- and I've talked to Cuban

Americans, of course, exhaustively for years now, and we've been
in touch with them and with the Florida congressional delegation.

-

I believe this policy will have broad support. I will be surprised
if 1t does not have broad support.

Q By telling Cubans basically to stay home and at
least temporarjly te stomach conditions there, -does ‘that make it
incurdbent on you to be more active in seeking to oust Castro?

THE PRESIDENT: Well, what we are telling Cubans is that
we have a provision for their coming to the United States through
in-country processing. And at least as of this date, we have no
evidence that the Castro has done anything to discourage Cubans
from coming to the in-country processing, applying for the visas
if they're eligible tc come here, and getting them. That's what
we're saying to them. That is, we do not have any evidence that
would justify believing that that that process won't work in Cuba
as it has in other places. And, indeed, the Castro government has
encouraged Cubans to go down and apply to come here. But we don't

object to that, that's the policy we have everywhere and that's the
policy we should have there.

Q But doesn't that make it incumbent on you to
unilaterally or multinationally press for the ouster of Castro in
some way -- military, economic -- whatever?

THE PRESIDENT: The United States had done more than any
other country to try to bring an end to the Castro government. We
have done it through the Cuban Democracy Act. We have done it
through the embargo. We have worked hard, often laboring almost
alone, to that end. And we will continue to do that by whatever

ReASOLABLE mEARNS ALE QosicAdeE 7O US.
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vrnfo.d. I know for a you it's been going on a long time, si
first began to debate this a year and a half ago. I thi
American people, it's almost like the baseball seas
pernant's just begun. I hope we can have the pennant j
osze, too, and the series. But I think we need to
unfold a little more; I wouldn't prejudge it yet.

ce we
or the
-- the
the other
t this thing

Q Mr. President, back to the ime bill. If the
approach you're offering now, the changes yoy’re offering now, does
no: produce enough votes to pass the bi}l, will you under any
circumstances agree to sever the assault ¥eapon ban for a separate
vcte in the House and the Senate?

THE PRESIDENT: I won't agre
a mistake. And let me say -- I don}
but let me try tc describe wha
aiready passed the House. But jf the Senate, as you know, we could
have 55, 56, 57, 59 votes for £hat bill in the Senate and it could
still be filibustered. And 4e should not permit that to happen.

to that because I think it's
want to overly comment om it,
the problem is. The bill has

I also believe fhat there is a chance that this whole
process in the last few days -- we may look back on this in a year
or so and think that/this was the beginning of an effort, again,
in other areas to work in good faith across party lines. I have
scown my good rai I have Lahen the risk that all poople take
when they talk t@ people who are opposed to them of being asked the
questions 1lik ita asked me. But in this town it won't work if
we have AmerixCan problems unless we try to reach out across party
lines. A }6t of these issues don't work like that.

o if we can work through this in good faith, my view is
that '11 maybe be setting the stage to have more things like
NAFTY, and the Brady Bill, and the education bills, and then this
ore/where we can work together. So I don't believe we will have

to do that, and I am against doing it. I think it would be a real
error. T

Q Mr. President, Fidel Castro has been very high on
tke list of American demonology because he is a mational security
threat. I think of the Cuban missile crisis; he would provide a
base for the Soviet Union. That's all ended now. Do you foresee
a torm of government, democtali¢ government, in Ravana with free
elections that includes Fidel Castro? Or is it a case that Castro
mast go before there's any normalization?

THE PRESIDENT: Well, in any democracy it's up to the
people to make their own decisions. The United States: does not
pick leaders or delete leaders for other countries; we lét people
make their own decisions. !

I don't want to get into that. I think what we need is a
movement toward democracy and a free economy.



THE WHITE HOUSE

office of the Press Secretary

for -mmediate Release August 20, 199s

STATEMENT BY THE PRESIDENT

Oover the past two weeks, the government of Cuba has
taxen actions to provoke a mass exodus to the United States. These
actions have placed chousands of Cuban citizens at risk in small
poa=s and rafts, and nave rad a direct impact or our national
interest.

I want to thank the Cuban American community for thelir
courageous restraint in not taking their own boats to Cuba to fuel
the exodus, and thank the officials of Florida -- Governor Chiles,

the congressional delegation, the people from pade County and others
-- who have worked so closely with us.

Yesterday, I anncunced steps to counter Castro's efforts
te export his problems by provoking an exodus. Today, I'm announcing
additional actions consistent with the Cubar pDemocracy Act to limit
trhe ability of the Cuban government to accunulate foreign exchange
and to enable us to expand the flow of information to the Cuban
people.

Specifically, cash remittances to Cuba will no longer be
permitted. Family gift packages will be limited to medicine, food
arns strictly humanitarian iterms; and transfer of funds for
hu=anitariar purposes will. reguire spec:fic autnorization of the
Treasury Departrent. Second, the orly charter flights permitted
be-ween Miami and Havana wvill be those clearly designed to e
accommodate legal immigrants and travel consistent with the purposes
of the Cuban Democracy Act. Third, the nited States will use ali
azpropriate means to increase and amplif izs interrnational

broadcasts to Cuba.

The solution to Cuba's many problems is not an
uncontroiled exodus, it ¢s freeGom and democracy for Cuba.

T

The United States will continue to bring before the
United Nations and other international organizations evidence of
human rights abuses, such as the sinking of the tugboat "13th of
March." Meanwhile we will pursue this coursel!with vigor and

determination. \

END
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THE WHITE HOUSE

Office of the Press Secretary

For Immediate Release August 23, 1994

STATEMENT BY THE PRESS SECRETARY

At the request of Governor Lawton Chiles, the Administration is sending a delegation
of senior offacials 1o south Florida tomorrow to consult with the community on the current
outflow Cubaryolmugrants The delegation includes officials from the White House, the
Department ot State, the National Security Council staff and the Department of Defense.
These meetings continue our close consultations with elected State and local officials and
community, civic and political groups in Florida.

As the President said when he announced these actions last week, the United States
will do everything within its power to ensure that Cuban lives are saved, that migrants
picked up at sea are given safe haven outside the US, but that they will not be admitted to
the U.S.

KN
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The White House

Office of the Press Secretary

CON EL RUEGO DE SU PUBLICACION 23 Agosto, 1994

A peticién del Gobernador Lawton Chiles, la administracién del Presidente Bill
Clinton est4 enviando una delegacién de altos funcionarios al Sur de 1a Florida mafiana
Miércoles, 24 Agosto para consultar con miembros de la comunidad sobre la actual
situacion de los Cubanos que estan abandonando la isla de Cuba en balsas.

Esta delegacién incluye oficiales de la Casa Blanca, el Departamento de Estado,
el Consejo de Seguridad Nacional y el Departamento de Defensa. Estas reuniones son
parte de nuestro continuo esfuerzo de consultar con los oficiales electos, lideres clvicos y
politicos de la Florida.

Como informara el Presidente Clinton la semana pasada cuando anuncié medidas
para enfrentar la actual situacién, nosotros haremos todo lo que esté en nuestro poder
para asegurar que las vidas de estos Cubanos no peligran. Los Cubanos que sean
recogidos en altamar no seran admitidos a los EE UU, pero van a ser llevados a un area
de refugio seguro fuera de los Estados Unidos.

###
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(ON THE RECORD UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED)

MS. SHELLY: Good afternoon, ladies and gentlemen.
T'm pleased to begin today's press briefing by introducing
Under Secretary of State for Political Affairs Peter
Tarnoff, Special Assistant to the President and NSC Senior
Sirector Democracy Mort Halperin, and Commissioner for the
immigration and Naturalization Service Doris Meissner who
are here to address the Cuban issue.

Urder Secretary Tarnoff will begin with some remarks,
after which all three will be prepared to take your
questions. Following this, I will address your questions on
~sther issues, should you decide that you have any. Thank
you very much.

UNDER SECRETARY TARNOFF: Thank you, Christine. Good

afternoon. Why don't I begin with a statement and then, as

Christine indicated, we will be available for your gquestions.

Por over 30 years the United States has had a policy
of promoting peaceful change in Cuba. The neasures
announced by the President over the past few days are fully
consistent with this policy. They are designed to control

nauthorized migration to help address the humanitarian
plight of desperate people and to keep the Castro regime
from benefiting from its abuse of human rights.

By encouraging Cuban citizens to put to sea in flimsy
vessels, the regime has callously endangered the lives of
thousands. The fact that so many are willing to take such
an extreme risk is a sign of their belief that meaningful

political and economic change in Cuba is not possible under
the present regime.,

}
Fidel Castro‘has spoken correctly of the Cuban peoplse
as the country's leading resource. But by his attempt to
use unregulated emigration in order to create a safety valve
for his regime, he 1s sacrificing that very resource,

- @oo2
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We are actively exploring with other nations in the
regi=n the establishment of safehavens. when such
arrangements are arrived at, they will be announced by the
host countries concerned. 1 pelieve that rhere Will be such
apncuncements shortly.

For the been 3n in- untr
cessing program, one of only four in the world,
in Cuba. We give great importance to Tegal immigzation from
%uEa. and the legal immigrant ceiling for Cubans coming to

the United States has not been reached since the signing of
the 1984 Migration Agreement.

M ’

em? jon from uba, 3ang W

to &¢c is the Bilateral Migratio
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These measures also are entirely consistent with the Cuban
Democracy KEY—UT‘ngi which the Administration sctrongly
supports. —

——

Again, let me repeat that {t is the Castro Government
which bears heavy responsibility for the suffering of the
people of Cuba. We're prepared to go to questions.

Could 1 ask you just a couple of technical
questions. So far as the people wWhe will be given sanctualy
in other countries in havens, will they be eligible to be
processed 3S political refugees, and how about the people R
who we -- 1 assume that people still can maybe get to shore
nere without being intercepted, which 8lso raises the

cuestion, 3re you simply trying to block -- 1 know perry’
ruled out 3 blockade, u trying to make it impo ble
Xor Cubans : heir own hOOKR? what 1f they

© i o be political I8 €es
i to the law v ich granted them po itica

£
asylum? pid you find 8 loophole?

MS. MEISSNER: As to those who 3re presently at
Guantanamo Fnd will move on to other safehaven sites, they
are being, as Yyou know, rescued, and they will receive
international protection. Tnose safehaven sites are
situations of first asylum, such as exist around the world.
They will be administered by the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugsees, and they will receive
jnternational ptotection.
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you ask then abcut people sjntezcepted and ccming to --
Before Yyou Jeave them, will those people -- I

now what they mean.

don't k
and they will not --

MS. MEISSNER:

1f they wa
t home. NOW they're

marginally petter than staying
to come tO the United States.

MS. MEISSNER! No, they do not.
So you keep them for 3 while and then shi

Is that the idea”?

nted to stay home, theYy would have
going into camps., which may be
at home. Their objective was

Do they have 3 shot at it?
] them

back?
e at this point.

MS. MEISSNER: ~heir stay is indefinit

How about th
if people do ge

e folks that.manage to get

Q Dkay.
+ here, if you're not

here on those rafts,
cut hunting them down?
MS. MEISSNER: There are very few that act

The vast majority 3:é€ being rescue
nat will continue.

ually are
d by the

getting here.
Coast Guard, and ve expect ¢t

Q and the £

ew that get here also - _

MS. MEISSNER: The few that get here 3re being
ip detention, presently at the INS

detained. They are
1led Krome in Miami.

detention center ca
ykto make 3 case that they're . -

Can't they tf

political refugees?
they

MS. MEISSNER: 1f they're in the United states,
ave the right to apply for political asylum.
And what if somebody's given haven in some
e try to make a case, ©Of is he automatically

* h

island, can h
sent back home?

. MS. MEISSNER! At the present time, we do not
envision any kind of screening O refugee processing for

those people- ;
\
so far that any of

Has there been any evidence
the Cubans that have been jntercepted are prisoners in
Cuba? That was a problem with the Mariel boat 1i€t.
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Wwe have no evidence of that at the
although we 2I€ checking everybody’s tecords.

and the second question would Dbe. will there be
p:ocessing actually taking place at Guantanamo Bay, OF will
tnat be -- that's where the processing will be taking place?

MS. MEISSNER:

=»gre,
ccunseled by the

being registered, and
United

Wwhat will happen and what is happening
a~ Guantanamo pay, because the first 575 have now i

arrived
then they 23rIé€ being

Nations High Commissioner for

refugees 8S vo what safehaven involveas.

Peter, yourt statement that peaceful change 1s
not possible under the CastIo© ragime has 23 certain

jmplication =- possible implications.
tnat the United States js prepared to
airectly to remove the CastIo regime
~ne atmosphere for peaceful change?

UNDER SECRETARY TARNCFT:
=Hwat the Cubans who were
on the se3 had reached the conclusion,
conversations with them,
rhere will be peaceful change in
reason that they have
ontc the ocean.

Jim,
Cuba,

1 think our point of view
decades, it 3
above all
occui; and the Cuban

of Cuba for this

taking to the

taken this great risk

nhas been,—again for
in the interests of the hemisphere and

Is the implication
do something more

and therefore create

in my remarks, 1 saiad
rafts and going out
on the basis of our

that it is highly unlikely that

and that 1is the
by going out

thee

peaceful change to

pemocracy Act provides 2 blend of

incentives and measures for the United States to help

promote that change.

Q You mentioned in youl opening statement the

United States was prepared to discuss
Castro. 1S that like 3 gace-to-face
are you willing to discuss

with him?
UNDER SECRETARY TARNOEF : No.
statement, we nave had for the past te

talks

type discussion,
anything other than migration

migration with Fidel
and

As I mentioned in the
n years 2 series of

governpents =< talks apout mi rati
peC 7 1 ' inkl

}io-osin- that

meeg in‘_"z ing ©OD ith Mmigraljloeil

as to discuss the present condition.

,____—————__-—————_—~———— e
Q so discussions with Castr

wjith the Cuban overnment at mid-level
(1 2])

af those m§

in both of out
Ihete 2855
atings over p 1385

the same 1evel
ue be [eGOonvenes

S0

o, other than on that
__ﬁ

topic,

—

are out?
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UNDER SECRETARY TARNOFF: That's rianht. shere's NO
(o) AtnH Fre fe

v 1! al- 1 2 .
M . 3 responsibi‘. ty for the
T, tha
afzloque to take GIALAQD_SALLJESEES.____

Secretaly Tarnoff, several questions come to
cipnd. 1 think we'll start with are the Cubans -- is the
Castro regime and tne police authorities doing anything at
ail to prevent this exodus, Of (1) are they forcing any
ceople into the sea: and 1 think jt would be interesting to
xnow if any of those wWho have been returned have been
captured -- recaptured and taken pack into Cuba have been
persecuted? what 1is nappeningd to them?

and then, finally, why ate so many going to sea at
chis time? What's pehind it?

UNDER SECRETARY TARNOFF: Let me answer the gquestion

girst of all in a larger context and then 3 moIe€ immediate

one. I think 3 larger context is that there is very little

evidence that the Government of Cuba is taking the kind of

measues which will reassure its population that there is

ing the 1gvels of

Ss emigration. P

'

e

The government clearly s not unhappPyY to see people
leaving the way they are now departing. There i8S not any
evidence, 23S noris Meissnerl indicated, that they are
evacuating facilities 23S they @i¢ in 1930, SO that so-called
undesirables would be part of the flow. But, nonetheless,
the government is finding ways$ to encourage and make it
possible for this emigration to take place. '

When Yyou talk about pecple who are ceturning, 1 think
you might only pe referring to those few Cuzans who over the
past years have chosen to return tO Cuba. And when 8 Cuban
who has taken refuge in the United gtates asks to return, we
notify the Cuban Government, and we make arrangements for
that person -- again voluntarily -- to go back to Cubs, and
wa seek assurances from the Cuban Govaernment that these

people will not suffer conseguences 2s 3 result of thelr
desire to return.

Do we see persecution of those fevw that have
been returned on boats and have been cecaptured and those
who are going to our Interests gection and making
application? Do wWe see persecution, particularly of those
people who want to get out?
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Q You say You're going to discuss safehaven
possibilities with a number of countries in the region.
well, there are a number of countries {n the region that
have diplomatic relations with Cuba. Do you expect those
countries toO be open to safehaven possibilities?

UNDER SECRETARY TARNOFF: Again, jt will pe up O
those countries to make the announcements, and I think we
will have some shortly, but, Yes. I think that among those
countries providing safehavens will be countries which have
diplomatic relations with Cuba.

A question: Now that some of the people are
ralking about blockade, some other time comes to mind. Have
rhere been any consultations with the Rusgsians? Have the
Russians showed any jnterests in what's going on? Have you
been communicating with them, or is it just g.s.-Cuban
matter?

UNDER SECRETARY TARNOPF: To my know.edge, the
conversations with the Russians have taren place in the
context of the U.N. Security Council where informally the
matters have been discussed. [ can't tell you of any direct
pilateral conversetions with Russia on the issue, but the
matter 18 discussed in New York and, of course. Russisa 23s 8

permanent member of the Security Council is 3 part of those
conversations.

Q (Inaudible) -- with the plockade issue which is
being mentioned over the last two days. Do you think you

have to consult the Russians oOf again would you just @O
ahead and do what you want?

UNDER SECRETARY TARNOFF:
i i si ¢ §

Let me S3aYy that the
Tticular, 1S not rulin

particular measure, but at a ockade

¢+ presently being contemp ated.

¥

Do we understand correctly that Cubans in Cuba
who seek to come to the United States -- the only way they
can now do that is in-country processing in Havan3 0%
somehow eluding the Coast Guard and arriving on our shores,
which is very unlikely. 1s that correct?

MS. MEISSNER: For people coming out of Cuba legally.
they can come, number one, tnhrough the jp-country refugee
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rocessing precgram, if they have a claim for persecution.
ut they may also come as legal immigrants in the same way
s the people who want to immigrate here from any other
ountry. We have a normal migration relationship with Cuba
here legal immigration is concerned.

So they are eligible for immigrant visas. More than
',000 people -ave come 8o far this fiscal year with
.mmigrant visas, and that process operates by people --
-elatives in the United States filing applications for
-hem. We intend to be emphasizing that much more directly
-han has beer the case in the past, and we intend to be
sorking much more closely with the Cuban-American community
in this country to be sure that they are making applications
sor their relatives.

Q Just to follow up, but if you do get in a raft
sz a boat, is therse any way that you are going to gain entry
o the United States under the new regime -- under the new -~

MS. MEISSNER: No.

Q Peter, or whoever is best equipped to answer
this questicr: The Administration's critics are saying that
this policy is in fact against the law, it's breaking the
ilaw. Newt Gingrich, among others, has made that charge.
Can you walk us through how you rationalize the existing
policy., ané how it is not in contravention of existing law?

MS. MEISSNER: The existing law that is referred to
is called the Cuban Adjustment Act. The Cuban Adjustment
Act is a law that was passed in 1966, and it 3llows for the
adjustment tc permanent residence of Cubans who have been in
the United States for at least one year.

The law says that the Cubans who ate in the United
States eligible for the Cuban Adjustment Act must have been
ingspected or admitted, which is a legal procedure of coming
to the United States under authorized means.

The Act was passed in 1966 in order to give a legal
status to people who were brought to the United States,
again in an authorized fashion, after the Cuban revolution.
It is a law that has remained on the books, but it applies
only to peoplie who are already here and have come, having
been inspected or admitted.

Q do the custom of allowing people in, as they
ware, even in the Mariel boat period, was more a custom
rather than the actual -- we weren't fulfilling obligations
of the existing -- Ll

MS. MEISSNER: That's right. It was a policy choice. __
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The people who are being held right now at
Krome, what is their status? How lond are they going to be
Leld there? and is there any chance of their being
released, OI what's their situation?

MS. MEISSNER: Their situation is that they're
detained. There are 2 1ittle more than 500 right now. They
w31l have full due process rights as do other people who
come to the United States improperly but who can take
advantage of their rights under the immigration law.

wWhat happensS with the Cubans that leave through
+¥we Guantanamo pase? Will the procedure be the same 23S the
cnes that come in rafts?

UNDER SECRETARY TARNCPF: Pecple who leave -- 1'Wm
sorry?

Q Who leave through the base at Guantanamo?

UNDER SECRETARY TARNOFF: Who --

Leave the island and walk directly to
Guantanamo Dbase, what will happen to them?

UNDER SECRETARY TARNOFF: The gate is closed and
people will not be admitted. 1f anybody does £ind their way
onte the base directly €from Cuba, they will_bevtreated in

the same w3y 8S the people who are rescued at se? and
prought to the base.

How long -- 1if their detentiorn js indefinite
and there is no prospect for democratic or economic change
jn Cuba, 3s you have said, how soom are you going to start
negotiating, of will you start negotiating with Castro to
take them back even though Castro himself said recently in 3

press conference that, according to their own laws, these
people are subject to j2il?

UNDER SECRETARY TARNOFF: Let me answer the politlcal
part of that, and that is, since the Mariel boat 14ft the
United States has been attempting to teach an agreement with
Cuba for the Castro government to accept tack several
thousand people -- the so-called ~excludables” who were put
into the Mariel poat lift deliberately DY Castro in 13880.
We've not succeeded in doing so. Oobviously, if there, areé
people {n that categoryY in the current flow, we would

ontinue our attempts to have them returned as well. |

. what about the rest of the people who are not
criminals and such as happened with the Mariel excludables
that you're talking about? We're assuming that not all of

Q009
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the thousands of detainees will be criminals. Sc what will
ragpen with the rest of rhem? Where aIe€ you G¢129 to hoild

them indefinitely, and how SCOL. or will you negotiate to
send them back?

MS. MEISSNIR: As Mr. —arnoff <aid, that is not @
negotiation that is contemplated. The very. very: very

jarge majority of this flow will be in gafenaveas settings
i, the region. There are 2 small pumber, 8S vwe Xnow, that

are in the United States. Thelr detention is jpdefinite.

As I said, they have due process rights available, and that

due process will play itself out.

Can we ask again, how long 4% you contemplate

them stayingd in these cafehavens?

MS. ME1SSNER: AS we said, that's indefinite.

Have ourl pecople from the interests Section in
yavana met with the Cuban gevernment €O discuss rhis change
in policy? and has there been any response grom the Cuban

Gove:nment?

UNDER SECRETARY TARNOFF: yes. Before the

announcement and after the announcement by the president on

Saturday there werle meetings poth here and in Ravana when

u.s. officials informed -< notified -- the Cuban Government
of our policy and the reasons for the policy- There Was not

a gignificant exchange, but We did notify the Cuban
Government both beforle and after the president’s
announcement of what oul intentions were.

Q you've had no response since then?

To what extent 1is the United States NOW

¢resting Cuba pretty much the same 35 Paiti with the recent

steps. poth on the question of refugees and putting

pressures to try to bring about 8 change of the government?

UNDER SECRETARY TARNOFF: 1 think you can saYy that

for now we 3re treating both cases substantially in the same

manner.

Q can you give us some ;dea of the numbers you'te

expecting in terms of your preparations in the gsafehaven

areas -- those announced at Guantanamo gay and those not yet

announced? What ate you asking these otheticountries in
terms of numbers? \

UNDER SECRETARY TARNOTF: 1'd rather not get into 3
speculation about numbers until the announcements are made

by these countries. But I think that we will have
substantial slots available in the nesrl guture for Cubans

&Goav
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geing 1RLO the safehavens. But those invitations., SO to
speak, will have to be confirmed by the governuents
tne-selves.

so logistically, you're asking them to prepare
safenavens and there has to be some amount expected?

UNDER SECRETARY TARNOFF: That's right. And when the
countries themselves decide to make the decisions, it.uill
pe possible for all of you to know exactly what's available

in the countries.

Just a little factual question. Slots --
normal immigration: How many slots are there for Cubans;
hew many have peen used at this point?

You're speaking of the normal Way of coming in?

MS. MEISSNER: rRight, right, the normal way ot
ccming. S0 far this yea:l. through July of this fiscal year,
2,300 refugees have come te¢ the United states from Cuba;
2,059 immigrants have come from Cuba, again, through July of
this fiscal year. It gives us the final quarter to §990.

One can wWork up to a ceiling of 20,000.

Q That's for jmmigration?
MS. MEISSNER: That's for immigration. and refugees
shat are apart from that. So there's substantial room for
additional immigration.

Just to follow up on that. That's not filled
recause Yyou don't have enough applicants, or because you're
finding people {neligible? o

MS. MEISSNER: No, because there 3ate not enough
applicants.

Can you explain to us why, if you can talk to
North Korea, Yyou can't talk to the Cuban Government except

on these low-level migration talks? Do they need to get a
vomb? .

UNDER SECRETARY TARNOFF: £ach country ;8 different.
But all 1 can s3y jg that over the year -- and not just in

the course of this Administration - e Government Q Cuba

has given absolutely no indication 'tha . >repared Lo

3eal in 8 seriou wWay Wl fFe coot causes of the crisais in

Cuba; namely, the lack © politi . _and _econg j aform, the 'S
_,£E2£Eéﬁinn_ni_ii§~gggﬂggnnle_, Ihii_ii_QELX,Q_QESEEELEELLQD\ '

the Clinton Administration. But there has not been
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any siqnificant evidence that the Government of Cuba 1S
;:e;ared to de2l with the root causes.

given the fact that these conseguences directly aﬁg:'
irpact on the United gtates, wWe feel that the £irst measuIss

nave to be taken by the government of Cuba t©° address what

nappens 'O be the crisis in its own management of its own

society. That's where the process should begin.

In the Wwall Street Journal this morning, there
was 3ome speculation that 3 significant presence of Cubans
iy Guantanamo would provide an opportunity for perhaps some
political agitation for a politzcal presence of opposition
or. the jsland of Cuba. 7T© what extent would the united
grates be willing to t lerate any polit1cal activities by
these people OR Guantanamo?

MR. BALPERIN: No such step is contemplated. These
cecple are in 2 safehavern status, protected by the u.N. High
Commissioner and that will remain their status.

gince you grew 3 parallel petwean Haiti and
Ccuba, goes the United States now expect to 9° to the United
wations for support from the Security council for 3 certain
xind of resolution? 1f so, what kind of resoclution?

UNDER SECRETARY TARNOFF : what the president

announced on Saturday was that we would make increased
efforts at she United Nations to bring 2 whole series of
Cuban humah rights abuses to the attention of not only the
Security council but the U.N. Commission for Human Rights.

There has peen a3 pattern of abuse that hes been
pointed out in various U.N. fora for decades. We are
getermined tc make even clearer tc the security Council
elsewhere in the U.N. that the human rights apuses of t
Castro Administratlon are among the policies that have
produced the kind of crises that wa're nNow seeing.

Q Just 8 follow-up: what 4o Yyou want the U.N. to
do?

MS. SHELLY: Thank you.

(Following the above briefing., the paily Briefing

commenced at 1:05 p.m. with Deputy gpokesman christine
Shelly.) ‘i

MS. SHELLY: Thank you VerY much. Sorry, our 1
briefers 4o not have anymoreé time. Tney've all got tO get

off to other meetings which were actually supposed to start
a few minutes to go.
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Secretary of Defenge William J, Perry
Deputy Secretary of Transportation Mortimore Downey

- Admiral Paul David Miller, Commander, U.S. Atlantic Command
Rear Admiral William Lahey, Commander, 7th Coast Guard District
Eey West, Florida

. Monday, August 22, 1994

Secretary Petry: Thank you very much, Dennis.

Secretary Downey and T made this trip down here today - and we're goingon
to Guantanamo after we finish our visit here - because we wantad to geta
firsthand assessment of the operations being conducted jointly by the Navy and the
Coast Guard to rescue the Cuban migrants who were fleeing from Cuba in the last
few days. : — A e e

This bas been a very complex operation. The Navy and the Coast Guard
have worked closely together in executing it I must say that T'm enormously
impressed with the effectiveness of this operation and the way in which the Navy
and the Coast Guard are working together onit. It has been successful in saving
hundreds of lives. It's being done very professionally and with great compassion. I
want to take this opportunity, though, to urge Cubans not to get on these votes, not
to come to sea. It's a very dangerous operation. We are doing our best to save the
people who are going out on thege makeshift boats, and so far have been successful.

|

‘ .
The Cuban migrants that we are picking up, we are transporting;to

Guantanamo and when I finish here in Key West today we will be flying next to

Guantanamo to view the facilities being prepared there for their arrival.
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We have brought into this area already 25 ships - 19 Coast Guard cutters
and six Navy ships, Three more Navy ships will be here in the next 24 to 48 hours.
We have accommodated 8 flow of migrants which has exceeded a thousand people a
day in the last few days. Wedcn‘tknowhowmanymrewemapecﬁmintho
pext few days, so we are prepared to continue to accommodate if that flow
coutinues. We are preparing facilities at Guantanamo Bay for receiving these
migrants.

I'd like to turn over the podium to Secretary Downey and let him describe
Coast Guard operations here. Then he and I and Admjral Lekhey and Admiral
Miller will be available for any of your questions.

Deputy Secretary Downey: Thank you, Mr. Secretary.

On bebalf of the Department of Traasportation, I'm down hers with
Secretary Perry to look at what both the Coast Guard and the Navy are doing. As
he said, it is a fully integrated operation. The Coast Guard has deployed 20 cutters
angd will have more here. It's very complex, both in terms of picking up the
migrants out of the straits and moving them all the way to Guantanams. As he
said, we would much prefer it if the Cubans would not put their lives at risk. It's
very, very risky out there. The operation is with many, many rafts, inner tubes,
and other makeshift vessels. As such, we can't be sure that we're catching them.
all, but we are doing our best to do that and we will keep it up as of now. We are |
keeping up with the flow, but it's putting a tremendous strain on the Coast Guard
and on the Navy. We want to keep at it. '

Well be glad to answer your questions.

Q  (Inaudible)

Secretary Perry: I comment only by observing that Guantanamo is fenced off
and we do not perrnit Cubans to enter Guantaname. Up until now, the Cuban
government has not permitted Cubans to approach that, but the barriers there are
really both Cuban and American. We have fences and gates and guards set up to
prevent that from happening. :

Q:  What would happen if ... [inaudible)? :
Secretary Perry: The guards there would have instructions to prevent that
f H

from happenipg.

Q: [Inaudible) '
Secretary Perry: Idon't know how far I can go in speculating on “what if s
bere, but the guards are there to prevent that from happening. '

{
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Q: [Inaudidle)

Secretary Pesty: We are concentrating all of our efforts and all of our
planning now in dealing with the migrant flow. All of the resources in this ares, all
the Naval boats, all the naval ahips and the Coast Guard ships are directed to that
end. That is, to picking up the migrants. We do not have orders or directions at
this time to effect an ecopomic blockade. That's a very different operation. It would
require more resources, more ships than we bave located bere to do that. .

Q: (Inaudible)
Secretary Perry: That's an option, but that's not part of our present
planning.

Q:  (Inaudible]

Secretary Perry. We're still conducting the blockade in Haiti. Let me ask
Admiral Miller to comment further on that.

Admiral Miller. We've shifted [some] of the assets we've had enforcing
sanctions off of aiti, but we still have six unite enforcing the sanctions there. The
Coast Guard units are still there with their migrant interdiction operation. And I'm
very comfortable, and reported to Secretary Perry on the way down bare, that the
Haiti sanction effort is in force. The [inaudible) operation is in force, and the non-
combatant evacuation operation, that capability is still intact while this operation is
being conducted separately.

Q:  (Inaudidle) . o S

Admiral Lahey: That hasn't been brought to our attestion. We have enovgh
assets out there between the Navy and the Coast Guard to pick up all the rafts that
are spotted out there. They're probably safer during this period of time than they
have ever been in the past, just because of the assets we have out there. Not only
the surface assets, but also the aerial detection and monitoring that we're doing on
a 24-hour-a-day basis. . :

Q:  [Inaudible) :
_ Admiral Lahey: No, we have a restricted zone out there. It was established,
I believe, on Saturday morning. We have military planes flying in those areas, and
thst's just a safety precaution. I think it's 5,000 feet and below. ,

Q [Inaudible] .

Secretary Perry: Wa are making plans now to provide for up to 10,000
refugees at Guantanamo. And we will reach that, well have that provision ready
by the end of this week. We also have the potential of accommodating up to 2,500
people at the TCI ~ the Turks & Caicos Islands. We could provide an additional,

< ®
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perbaps, 2,500 at Suriname. Whenever the new government in Panama i¢ in place
the first of September, we also can provide a safehaven for refugees in Panama.

Thank you very much.
-END-
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(202) 401-7013
RADIO MARTI EXPANDS
SHORTWAVE BROADCASTS
(washington, D.C.)1 7he Office of Cuba Broadcasting (OCB), which

oversees Radic Marti, the official U.S. gove:nment-sponlorad.rndio broadcasts to
Ccuba, announced that Radioc Marti has added saven new traguencies to its shortwave
trangmissions. 1In addition, Radio Marti intends to continue utilizing three of
its p:eviously-alslgnod shortwave frequencies in order to provide the Cuban
audience with more alternatives to be able to hear Radio Marti.

This frequency expaneion is staggersd throughout adio Marti’s 24-hour
broadcast schedule. As the attached broadcast scheduls shovs, during much of the

day, the Cuban people will have two Bhortwave frequancies proadecasting Radio
Marti’'s pzoqramminq.

The new shortwave frequency schedule makas it more difficult fer the Cuban
govermment to jaa Radio Marti broadcasts. It is another axample of Presidant
Clinton‘s commitment to increase the flow of objective, uncensored and
copprehensive newe and information to Cuba.

Radioc Marti's shortwave frequency expansion was implemented at 7100 p.B.
on Xonday, August 23. Radic Marti has airad reguiar anpouncaments designed to
infors the Cuban people of the new broadcast frequencies.

pr. Nolando Bonachea, Director of Radio Marti, etated, *This recent Radlo
Marti broadcast initiative will enhance our accessibility to our sudience in
Cuba. With this expanded shortwave proadcast schedule, the Cuban people will

have more opportunities to listen to the maessage of fresdom, democracy and human
rights which Radio Martl provides.”

.- -30-
N3W RADIO MARTI SHORTWAVE SCHEDULS EPPECTIVE AT 7:00 P.N., 8-23-94

TR (%.D.T.) PREQUENCIES (kHz)
2100 A.M. = 8:00 ANM. 6030 (No Change)
8:00 A.M., = 10100 A.NM. 961% and 11730 (New fraquencies)
10100 A.M. - 3100 P.NM. 11740 (New FPrequency)
3;00 P.M. = 7:00 P.M. 11930 (Xo Change)
7100 P.M. - 8100 P.M. | 9525 (No Change) and
{ 11960 (New Fraquency)
8100 P.X. = 10:00 P.NM. 9625 (No Change) and

11910 (New Frequency)

10:00 P.M. = 11300 P.M. 952% (No Change) and
6190 (New Frequency)

11:00 P.M. = 2100 A.K. $52% (No Change) and
6120 (New Frequency)
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Unfted States Information Agency

INFORMATION MEMO

August 23, 1994

MEMORANDUM FOR: B - Joseph B. Bruns
B - Geoffrey Cowan

THROUGH: B/C - Richard M. Lobo /ZL{fofy™)

FROM: B/C - Rolando E. Bonachea ,ug'?/

SURJECT: OCB Response to Crisis in Cuba Update,
August 22-23

oIn an effort to amplify and broaden its broadcasting into Cuba, Radio Marti is planning to

increase the output of its Marathon, Florida transmitter, effective Wednesday morning.

TV Mart expandéd .i—ts pewscast fronﬂ halfhour to an hour in anticipation of an expanded
proadeast schedule from 3:30 a.m. to 8:00 a.m.

eSeven short wave frequencies were added to Radio Martl's broadcasting schedule. The promo
announcing the change in frequencies began to air every fifteen minutes at 4:30 p.m.

sRadio Marti broadcast the full list of Cubans being held in the Guantanamo Naval Base during
a special one-hour program at midnight. The program was interspersed with correspondent
reports gathering reactions to the crisis in Cuba from Cuban-American opinion leaders. The
advisory that fleeing Cubans would not be granted transit to the U.S. continues to be aired every
palf-hour. This special program will continue indefinitely.

o Arrangements are being made for a Radio Marti reporter to travel to Guantanamo Naval Base
Friday momning or earlier if possible.

«Expanded ‘newscasts featured statements by U.S. Government officials detailing the evolving
procedures for implementation of the new policies.

sFrequent weather reports continue to emphasize treacherous tropical conditions for small
vesselg in the Florida Straits.

1A-1318
(11-32
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sPleas by celebrities, church and community leaders calling upon Cubans fot to risk suicide in
the "corsidor of death” continued to be highlighted in all newscasts and feature programa.

eTragic stories by survivors of the perilous journey were featured in contrast (o the reports of
the thousands rescued at sea daily and being detained in Guantanamo.

o The focus of our entertainment programs was shifted from light fare to sober warnings against
Jeaving the island and public service announcements reading the scores of names of those in
Guantz=amo and Krome Avenue Detention Centers. Cartelera Popular, a top-40's musical
show, Dos a las Dos, a live magazine format show and Musica para Todos were among the
shows reading the names.

s A special Rueda de Prensa aired on Monday night featuring an interview with Hermanos al
Rescate pilot, Jose Basulto's eye-witness of accounts of the tragedies in the corridor of death.
The regular 9 p.m. slot was followed by a special half-hour newscast at 9:30 p.m.

eFocus on the plight of Cuban youths, who represent the largest group of those fleeing, was
placed in news and programming.

eSecretary of Defense Perry's statements, U.S. Government efforts to identify third country safe

havens for Cuban refugees were reporied on as well as White House and State Department
briefings.

oA half-hour. wrap up. will air at midnight gathering all the Cuba in crisis news of the day
(August 23). - o ' -

¢e: D - Joseph Duffey
D - Penn Kemble
CL - Doug Wilson
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INFORMATION MEMO

United States Information Agency

August 22, 1994

MEMORANDUM FOR: B - Joseph B. Bruns
B - Geoffrey Cowan

THROUGH: ~ B/C - Richard M. Lobo f#@
FROM: B/C - Rolando E. Bonach My )
SUBJECT: Radio Marti Coverage of Crisis in Cuba

Since August 18

Radio Martf has provided continuous coverage of US-Cuba policy pronouncements
throughout the weekend as developments have unfolded regarding the Cuban migration crisis.

This memorandum lists news and programming initiatives at Radio and TV Marti in response
to the Cuban crisis as of COB August 18, 1994.

Both Martis have covered all press conferences by Administration officials. Radio Marti
covered live with simultaneous translations President Clinton’s mid-day press conference on
Friday, August 18, as well as that of Attorney General Janet Reno’s the preceding night.

sRadio Marti repeated President Clinton’s statement on Cuban migration policy during the
Friday press conference every 15 minutes on Friday, and every half-hour on Saturday
morning. '
»The four-point policy pronouncement announced by President Clintoa on Saturday,
August 19, has received major play time on Radio and TV Marti. Radio Marti repeated
President Clinton's announcement every half-hour on Saturday afternoon and every hour on
Sunday. Both stations continue to report on the policy pronouncement.

sRadio Marti’s five and seven-minute newscasts on the half-hour and hour, respectively,
were expanded to 10-15 minutes during the weekend to include more material regarding the
change in US-Cuba policy, warnings against fleeing to Guantanamo Naval Base by the Suate

Depzrtment, and about the horrors of crossing the Florida Straits, now known as "the
cormdor of death.” ‘

sRadio Marti aired the S00-odd List of names released by the Immigration and Naturalization
Services of those being held at Krome Detention Center in South Florida.

1A«12Y8
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oTV Marti newscasts and all Radio Marti newscasts on the hour and half-hour are featuring
the advisory by the State Department that those reaching Guantanamo Naval Base will not be
granted automatic entry into the US. The Advisory urges Cubans to resort to the official
channels to apply for immigration through the US Interest Section in Havana which will
contizue to process requests in an orderly fashion.

»Radio Marti has initiated a "De Cubano a Cubano® series of "man-op-the-street” interviews
with Cuban-Americans in Miami pleading with their loved ones on the island not to leave.

oThe "800" Puente Familiar telephone line is being disseminated on Miami and New Jersey
spanish language radio as a public service announcement for Cuban-Americans to record
messages to their families in Cuba. The production schedule is being expanded in order to
air the messages daily in 15-minute and hour-long spots throughout the week.

oA series of news actuality reports in the voice of Brothers 1o the Rescue pilots describe the
situation in the "corridor of death” in the Florida Straits, highlighting the number of empty
rafts being spotted given the increased number of those flesing. The pilots urge Cubans not
to leave warning them that the probability of being rescued has diminished.

oA series of celebrity messages ‘De Cubano a Cubano® are being recorded for placement in
magazine format programs and as fillers throughout the broadcasts. Aruro Sandoval and
Mickey Rourke are among the celebrities featured. Gloria Estefan, Willy Chirino, Celia
Cruz and other notable Cuban-American artists are being contacted.

sWeather reports have been expanded from feature length newscasts three times 2 day to all
newscasts on the hour. The weather reports highlight the deceiving appearance of *calm”
coastal waters in contrast to the turbulent seas encountered just miles from the coast in
tropical weather conditions.

oCalls by church and community leaders and human rights activists against the dangerous
escape by raft are being broadcast throughout the day.

-

oA special Mesa Redonda on Radio Mart will feature a roundtable debate on the significance
of this policy change by the Clinton Administration.

sReactions by South Florida opinion leaders to the policy pronouncement by President
Clinton are being reported, offering explanations of the importance of avoiding another
Mariel.

sPermission to interview detainees at the Krome Detention Center has been denied by

officials there. Justice Department authorization is being requested.

sA special "News in Action” program was broadcast on Sunday and repeated Monday with
President Clinton’s policy announcement, comments by opinion.leaders on the value of the
policy.



1L 24 = ;;T'l‘.i L~ - -3 .
+ LT Giul 350 TYzy WH PULITECAL AFF i£odl
7

A% 22 'S4 10:0EPM @ @

eThe ¢rama of the escape on rafts is being featured in special segments on the "corridor of

death.® The recurrent theme on both stations is “no se tiren”.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON
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IZ there are any pronlems‘ with this transmission, pleasa call
(202) 456-6620.

FAX SENT)
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TO0: JOE VELASQUEZ
RETA LEWIS
SUZANNA VALDEZ

PR: JANET MURGUIA
DT: August 23, 1994

RE: List of invited and confirmed Members of Congress and/or

staff representatives attending 9:30am Cuba pelicy briefing in
Miami,FL on Wednesday, August 24, 1994.

° Senator Bob Graham
staff attendee: Ellen Roth

o Senator Connie Mack
staff attendee: Javlier Vasquez

) Rep. Carrie Meek+
stag? attendee: Guy Furchine

° Rep. Ileana Ros-Lehtinen
staff attendee: Unknown

o Rep. Harry Johnston
star? attendes: Unknown

o Rep. Peter Deutsch
staff attendee: Pearl Siegel

° Rep. Lincoln Diaz-Balart
staff attendee: Anna Carbonell

o Rep. B. Clay Shaw
Staff attendee: Dorothy Stuart

o ° Rep. Alcee Hastings
Staff attendes: NKone

(* Denotes confirmation of attendance by a Member of Congress)

.‘ 3
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GOVERNOR'S COMMISSION ON A FREE CUBA

Mr. Steven Albee

Mr. Teo A. Babun

Mr. Paul L. Cejas

M. Bruce J. Colan

Mr. Francisco J. De Varone
Ms. Maria R. Dominguez
Mr. Ralph E. Fernandez
Mr. Julio Gonzalez-Rebull
Dr. Guillermo J. Grenier
Mr. Luis J. Lauredo

Mr. J. C. Lorenzo

Ms. Mercedes F. McCall
Mr. Erelio F. Pena

Mr. Carlos M. Perez

Mr. Luis Sabines

Ms. Maria Elena Toruno

Mr. Luis Andres Vargas-Gomez

Mr. Joe Pena

ELECTED OFFICIALS:

Cesar Odio

Joaquin Avino

Betsy Kaplan

Seyr;mre Gelber
Octavio Visiedo
Office of Rep. Deutsch

Mr. Joaquin G. Avino

Dra. Moravia Capo

Dr. Manuel R. Cereijo

Mr. Jose J. Collado

Mr. Norman Diaz

Ms. Gisella Elgarresta

Dr. Denio O. Fonseca
Commissioner Wilfredo Gort
Ms. Georgina Q. Hartmann
Ms Aida Levitan

Mr. John Macho

Mr. Cesar H. Odio

Ms. Lucy Pereda

Dr. Manolo J. Reyes

Ms. Belen S. Saborido

Mr. H. James Towey

Mr. Jorge S. Villalba

Arthur Teele
Steve Clark
Raul Martinez ‘

Kathy Rundell

Robert Ingram

Office of Rep. Ros-Lehtinen



Mana Elena Torano Afredo Fanjul
Mara Anas Rodham Carlos Portes
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U.S. Department of Statd Pf eos g “id E
Bureau of Population, Refugees, and Migration !
HAITIAN MIGRANT POPULATIONS '
As of October 11, 1994
Total Population at Guantanamo Naval Base 10,481
{  Approved Refugees panding transport to US. ) B
. In Safehaven Status 10, {
Pending Voluntary Repatriation 0
Pending Processing (+] ;
Aboard USCG and USN Vessels ' 752 |
En Royte to GTMO for Infual S¢reening 0 '.
En Route to Port au Prince from GTMO 752 | ;
Admittad to US. (Approvad Refugdes) ' 540
Madical Evacuations to US. | N
Repatriated o &% T I
Rnp&uﬂatedfromUSNSComfor; | 1,138 R ;
Yoluntarity Rapatriated from ' 8.771 - - 3
Police recruits moved to Haiti 25 :
TOTAL INTERDICTIONS ' | - anr | ,
i
i
‘ |
PRM:HTI-204 . Prepared 10/12/94
- ‘ 0901 |
| |
|
!
|
|
:




U.S. DEPARTMENT OF STATE
Ottice ¢f the Spokesman

For Immediate Release September 9., 19%4

-

STATEMENT BY DAVID JOHNSON, ACTING SPOKESMAN

CUBAN MIGRATION TALKS

The United Stares and Cuba have reached an agreement that will
allow a minimum of 20,000 Cubans to migrate legally to the U.S.
every year. Thia agreement will make migration to the United
States possible for many Cubans previously not eligible to
migrate and speed the departurec of those currently on the U.S.
immigrant visa waiting list to enter the United States.

Information on how to apply for migratior tec the United States
under this agreement will be annocunced shortly. This
information will be distributed widely both in Cuba and in the
Tniced States.

Plecasc do not contact the Department of State, the Immigration
and Naturalization Service, or the United States Interests
Secrion in Havana about migrating under this agreement. An
announcement on how to apply will be made as soon as. posslble.-,_

N
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Joint Communigue

Representatives of the United States of America and the Republic
of Cuba today cencluded talks concerning thair mutual {ntarast in
nermalizing migration procedures and agreaed to take measures to
ensuze that migration batween the tvo countries is safe, lagal,
and orderly.

Safety of Life at sea

The United States and the Republic of Cuba recognize their common
interee¢t in praventing unsafe departures frea fuba wvhich risk
loss of human life. The United States underscored its recant
docisions to discourage unsafe voyagaes. Pursuant to those
decisions, migrants rescued at sea attenptinq to enter the United
Statoe will not be permitted to entaer the United States, but
instead will be taken to safe haven facilitias ocutside the United
states. Further, the United States has discontinued its practice
of granting parole to all cuban migrants who reach U.S. territory
in irregular ways. The Republic of Cuba will taka affective
measures in avery way it possibly can €o prevent unsafe
departures using mainly perguasive matheds. -

Allen Smugwling

The United States and the Republic of Cubda ruaftizn‘thﬁif;éﬁp}ort
far the recently adopted United Nations Gessral Xssembly -y - .
resolution on alien smuggling. They pledyéd thelr cooparaticn to
take prompt and effectiva action to prevent.the transport of - -
persens to the United States i{llegally. The tvo govornments will
take effoctive maasuras in every wvay they possibly can to-cppose
and prevent the use of violence by any persohs seeking to raach,
or vheo arrive in, the United Statas from Cubs by forcible
diversions of aircratt and vessels, : o

Legal Migration

The United States and the Republiec of Cuba are committed to
directing Cuban migration into safe, legal and orderly channels
consistent vith strict implementation of the 1984 joint
cannuni?ue, Accerdingly, the United States will continue te
{ssue, In conformity with United States lav, inmediata relative
and preferenca immigrant visas to Cuban nationals who apply at
the U.8. Interests Saction and ars eligible to immigrate to the
United States., Tha United States alsco commits, through other
"provisions of United States law, to authorize and facilitate :
" additional lavful migration to the United States from . The
iUnited States ensures that total legal migration to thd United
States from cuba will be a minimum of 20,000 Cubans each year,
not including immediate ralatives of United States citizens. As
an additional, extraordinary measure, the United States will
facilitate in a ona year period the issuance of decumentation to
permit the migration to the United States of those qualified
Cuban nationals in Cuba currently on the immigrant visa wvaiting

b



A Sttt G e S Mt Mt G N C T = T

ligt. T¢ that end, both parties will wvork together to facilitate
the procedures necessary to implement this measure. The two
governments agres to authorize the necessary perscnnel to allow
their respactive intcrests sactions to implement the provisions
of this cannunique effectivaly.

¥Yoluntary Return

The United States and the Republic of Cuba agreed that the
veluntary return of Cuban pationals vho arrived in the United
States or in safe havens outside the United States on or after

August 19, 1994 will continue to be arrangsd through diplomatie
channels.

fxcludables

The United States and the Republic ef Cuba agreed to continue to

discuss the return of Cubjn natienals axcludable frem the United
States.

Raview of Agreenment

The representatives of the United States and the Republic of Cuba
agree to maet no latay than 48 days frem today’s announcenant to

reviev implementation of this Joint Communique. Futurs msetinqs
will be scheduled by mutual agresmaent. -

L TEN : Coo.

For the Covernment of Por the Governzent of
The United States of Ansrica: tha Republic of Cuba:

New York, September 9, 1994 \
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THE WHITE HOUSE

Office of the Press Sacratary
(New Orleans, LA)

For Izmediate Release _ September 9, 1994

STATEMENT BY THE PRESS SECRETARY

The United States and Cuba have reached agreement in the
nigration talks in New York. This agrcement requires the
Government of Cuba to take effectivec mcasures to prevent unsafe
departura of Cuban citizens. In addition, the Cuban governmant
agreed that arrangements for thogse Cubans who bhave recently left
and vish to raturn can be made through diplomatic channels.

The Unitcd States has agreed te admit at least 20,000 Cubans from
Cuba per year under existing authorjities. Additionally, the U.S.
estimates that approxirately 6,000 Cubang currently on the visa
wvaiting liat will be admitted into the U.S.

The President, who dirscted that these talks on migration lssues
take place, is pleased at their outcome. ®This agresment, whan
carried cut, will help insure that the massive flow of dangercus
and illegal migration will be replaced by a safaz, legal and more
oxderly procsss,' the President said. - _ O e
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THE WHITE HOUSE

Office of the Press Secretary
(New Orleans, LA.)

For Immediate Release September 9, 1994

STATEMENT BY THE PRESS SECRETARY

- -

The United States and Cuba have reached agreement in the
migration talks in New York. This agreement requires the
Government of Cuba to take effective measures to prevent unsafe
departure of Cuban citizens. In addition, the Cuban government
agreed that arrangements for those Cubans who have recently left
and wish to return can be made through diplomatic channels.

The United States has agreed to admit at least 20,000 Cubans from
Cuba per year under existing authorities. Additionally, the U.S.
estimates that approximately 6,000 Cubans currently on the visa
waiting list will be admitted into the U.S.

The President, who directed that that these talks on migration
issues take place, is pleased at their outcome. “This agreement,
when carried out, will help insure that the massive flow of
dangerous and illegal migration will be replaced by a safer,
legal and more orderly process,” the President said.

!




THE WHITE HOUSE

Office of the Press Secretary

For Immediate Release October 14, 1994
Statement by the Press Secretary

The President today announced a series of immediate humanitarian
steps relating to Cubans in safehavens in Guantanamo and Panama.

First, the Attorney General will parole into the United States
chronically ill persons and their caregivers who cannot be
adequately cared for in the camps.

Second, she will parole into the United States unaccompanied
young children now in the safe havens.

Third, she will parole into the United States migrants over 70.

In each case, we will ensure that those paroled in have
appropriate sponsors.

Fourth, the Administration will conduct a review of the status of
all children in the camps.

Fifth, we have launched a major effort to persuade other
countries to accept some of the Cuban migrants.

Sixth, although much remains to be done, significant improvements
have been made in the camps including providing better food,
inaugurating mail and telephone service, and improving sanitary
conditions. Attached is a fact sheet showing the time table for
iEprovements.

The administration shares the deep concern of the Cuban-American
community for the well-being of all the Cubans in safehavens.
The root cause of these problems is in Cuba. The administration
is dedicated to pursuing policies which will lead to a rapid and
peaceful movement to democracy in Cuba.

Z #



FACT SHEET
IMPROVEMENTS AT GUANTANAMO

There are five tiers of improvement categories:

L Infrasmrctoro/facilities

1. Food/clothing/medicine
I Personal communications
IV. Education/recreation

V. Other/admirusirative

INFRASTRUCTURE/FACILITIES

Water: Running water is now available in all Haitian and Cuban camps Water has

always been available for consumption, but construction of the last piping system

for running water was completed on 9 October. Each migrant is provided safe
drinking water and sufficient water for daily hygiene.

~ Tents: All migrants have shelter, but dust is still a problem in the Cuban camps.

As some migrants leave, camp officials can close some camps and build hard stands "’

for other tents going up. The Haitian camps are located on hard surfaces (runways)
and dust is not as bad in this location. Many steps have been taken to reduce dust.
One measure that has had some success is the spreading of a soil stabilizer, another
measure has been to plant surrounding ground cover. These are temporary
measures until all tents are hardened to include concrete or wooden flooring.
Projected completion of the hardemng projectis 15 November

Sanitation facilities: There is currently one latrine for every 30 migrants. Cleamng
is now done once every three days; by October 24 cleaning will be done once every
day. Plans are now being developed to have permanent latrine facilities. The

construction of sewer piping systems is slowed by the small geographic area and by

e




limited weatment capacity. Follow-on plans include expanding existing treatment
facilides.

Camp areas: Each camp has an area for recreation. Half-court basketball and
volleyball courts are being constructed, projected completion 24 October.
Additionally, baseball diamonds and soccer fields are being built for common use.

FOOD/CLOTHING/MEDICINE ~

Milk: A preiirninary supply of milk has been provided along with specialized milk
for babies with digestive problems (Infamil with Iron, Sxmxlac) Follow-on supplies
will be provided and sustained.

Feod: Every effort is being made to develop a varied menu. There ar2 now euougn
food stocks to allow the announceraent of 2-day menus. Two new kitchens have
been built Each migrant receives 2 hot meals and one MRE (Meal Ready to Eat)
per day. Migrants take part in food preparation and as a result of greater food
stocks the resulting menu has become more Cuban and Haitian friendly. Examples
include the Haitian fare Paella and a Cuban recxpc for Arroz con Pollo on Sundays

sns. s.%’,.,
(._?lotbmg: Thanks to the efforts of many government and non-governmcnt

organizations each migrant has spare clothing and shoes and ball-type caps for those
that need sun-protection during the day. Over 35,000 pairs of shoes were purchased
for the xmgrants and all have been distributed.

Medicine: There have been no outbreaks/illnesses of any serious nature within the
last month. Hygiene is improving daily and preventive care is being developed by
camp doctors. There are estimates of up to 250 pregnant women in the camps. Pre-
natal and post-natal facilities are being built to assist new and expectant mothers

with the care and feeding of their children. Special milk/formula and other infant’
needs are being stocked.

PERSONAL COMMUNICATIONS o |

Mail: Limited postcard service has been available thfough the American Red
Cross. A DoD/US Postal Service team traveled to Guantanamo last week to
arrange regular letter service to begin in October. Initial service will include only




letter/post card mail. By early November details of package delivery will be
announced.

Phones: 95 phone lines have been established solely for use by Cuban and Haitian
migrants. All phones are operational.

EDUCATION/RECREATION

Educational facilities'supplies: Primary education is currently provided through

the 6th grade level. Supplies ior crayons, notebooks and school books in Spanish
and Creole were provided with DoD funds.

Néwspaper Deliveries: Daily newspaper delivery service should begin on 20 Oct.

Radio Service: There were over 1000 radios supplied to the migrants in September
and more are being scheduled for delivery. Additionally, the radios are able to pick
up Radio Marti during the evening hours and DoD has been producing additional
broadcasts through a temporary station called Radio Esperanza.

Other Media: Camp leaders are also given the opportunity to produce their own
print media for the camps.

Recreation: The Cubans have asked for basketball areas and 6 are now being
constructed, expected completion is 20 October 94. Each camp will have a
recreation tent by 12 Oct. Other facilities are being planned and constructed that
include baseball diamonds and soccer fields, as previously mentioned. Special
activities for children are also being implemented. Currently, there is a program to
transport children and their parents or their caregivers to playground areas around -
the base. More playground facilities are being built within the family camps for

greater access. Recreation tents are being stocked with supplies of games, cards,
dominos and other related matenals




OTHER

Administrative: Mr. Guarione Diaz, a Cuban-American and President of the
Cuban American National Council, was appointed Ombudsman to help assist in the
U.S. Government’s effort to improve camp conditions. He has been instrumental i in
coordinating relief activities and supplies from the Cuban-American population.

Camp Leadership for the Migrants: Each camp has selected a small group of
camp leaders and represeatatives to voice their cnncerns over the conditions in the
camps. The leaders’ recommendations are followed as much as practical. Camp

leaders hold regular meetings with migrants in their areas and during these forums
give updates from governmental agencies.

Cigarettes: Small shipments of cigarettes have been arriving it Guantanamo during
the !2st two weeks. Other priority items such as milk for babies, clothes, shoes aud
other food stocks were delivered first. The Administration is working with the
Cuban-American community in Miami for a large donation 6f cxgarettes which DOD
will arrange to have transported and dxstnbuted in the camps.

Camp Visits: Guantanamo has been visited by the Archdlocm of Mlamx, scorw .-.‘.‘-="¢
of press, US government officials, non-governmental organizations, and S
many others in an effort to assist migrants. Information will be released in

November about how private citizens can arrange visits to Guantanamo The first
pnontylstogetmose wgneddutytohelpmemxgrants. -

~
-

Donated Goods/Semces The US Govemment welcom all donauons of goods |
and services for the migrants in Guantanamo. The State Department has contracted
the services of World Relief to accept and dxstn“butc donated goods to the migrants.

To Donate Goods' contact: Peggy leben, World Rehef (914) 268—41 3s.

To Donate Services, contact: Mr Guanone D1az, Ombudsman for Cubans at the
Camps, (305) 642—34-84 o

{



qualifying under the expanded criteria._:_;“ - S

‘parole will be offered to preference visa petition beneficiaries_

~ Pipally, the ) G willsoperate a lottery that will substantiaily

ANNOUNCEMENT (FOR CUBA AND US)

ije v.S. is announc1ng today steps being taken to implement the
' september 9 migration agreement with Cuba.

pursuant to the agreement, the US will allow a minimum of 20,000
Cubans to migrate legally to the US each year. This goal will be
pet through expanded immigrant visa and refugee processing and
the use of the Attorney General's parole authority.

The U.S. will accelerate the immigrant visa issuance process at

. USINT, consistent with U.S. law. The accelerated scheduling of -

{mmigrant visa interviews has already begun. The U.S.
Immigration and Naturalization Service (INS) will iptensify
outreach to the Cuban-American community to explain opportunltles 3
to bring family members from Cuba to the U.S. USINT will
intensify its efforts to inform the Cuban public of possible
immigration benefits through family members in the U.S.

. The United States also will increase the number of refugee

admission slots available to Cubans through the U.S. Interests .
Section (USINT) in Bavana to at least 6,000 this year. While _
eligibility for the in-country program in Bavana originally was
limited to former political prisoners, application criteria bave

“been expanded significantly.  The US will reviev pending and:

previously denied refugee cases in order to 1dentify those

In addition, public interest parole nay be offered immediately to
unmarried sons and daughters:of Cubans issued immigrant visas or
granted refugee status, as well as to family members who reside
in the same household and are part of the same economic unit as
these immigrants or refugees. OUOSINT is in the process of
informing those receiving immigrant visas and refugee travel

: documents of this program.

- - . . o -

T

Also, as a one-time, extraordinary measure, public interest -+

-

on the immigrant visa waiting list as of September 9, 1994, and-,

who would not have been eligible to receive an immigrant visagyg

~~"the end of FY 95 (September 30; 1995). Individuals on this Iist’™
“will be contacted by the USINT 1n Havana..;;-g;_ e

-
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broaden avenueg of legal migration for all Cubans, including = .-7 "
those without direct family ties to the U.8. Candidates selected
through the lottery will be allowed to bring their spouses and
mipor children with them to the U.S. This process is designed to
benefit Cubans with strong reasons to migrate and who can become




self sufflcient Details of the lottery will be announced in Cuba
and the U.S. by November 1lst.

The U.S. will devote sufficient personnel and other resources to
conduct all refugee, immigrant visa, and parole processing on an
accelerated basis. The Immigration and Naturalization Service
and the Department of State will each have in place five
additional officers at USINT on or about October 17; additional
local staff already has been hired. A State Department team will
arrive in Bavana on October 17 to identify new facilities to
accommodate the expanded processing.

All Cubans eligible for migration benefits will be screened for
medical, criminal, and public charge requirements under g.s.
immigration law as applicable. , ] '

These programs will be available to Cubans in Cuba proper. All
Cubans in safehavens will be fully informed about the programs;
in order to participate in them, they must return home. On
October 7, a group of 17 Cubans who requested voluntary return
were flown from Guantanamo Naval Base to Havana. USINT and the
State Department will continue to work with the Cuban government
to facilitate the travel of all Cubans under U.S. government
protection who wish to go home; no one will be coampelled or
encouraged to return. Appropriate steps will be takep to ensure
that no Cuban wishing to return is disadvantaged in any of these
programs if unable to do so in a timely fashion. .
With regard to Cubans in Guantanano and Panam, significant
efforts are under way to upgrade the facilities and to improve-.
quality of 1life. We are mklng substantial progress in hygiene
and putrition and in the delivery of medical, ccsmunications, and
recreational services. Mail and newspaper delivery soon will be
available. The attached fact sheet describes in detail the steps
we have taken and those we plan to take in the pear future to
improve conditions for Cubans under U.S. governaent protection.’

SR DR e o W R N



Cuba legal Migration Program
Qs and A's

1. LOTTERY

Q.: BHow does one apply for the lottery?

A.: All details of the lottery - how to apply, vhen to apply,
etc. - will be well advertised in the US, Cuba proper, and the
safehavens by November 1lst. The lottery is designed to offer
Cubans who might not qualify under previously existing programs
an opportunity to come to the US. We will be looking for people

vho can be self-sufficient and have manifested an interest in
coming to the’ US

Q.: Will bhaving family ties be a requirement for selection i.n the
lottery?

No. Legal migration will be available to people with no direct
family ties in the United States.

g.: wWill Cubans in safehavens be able to participate in the-
lottery? - _ _ ) L . ‘.'

Yes. Cubans in safehavens will have to return home to
participate in the lottery, but we will make sure that they do
pot suffer any disadvantage if they cannot return in a timely

fashion. We anticipate that many Cubans in safehavens will neet
scme of the criteria we are looking for.

-

II. BRefugee Processing L _ : : . ST

Q.2 Who is eli-_gible to qualify for refugee statz_u?

A.: Refugee status in the US may be granted to persons who have
a well-founded fear of persecution on account of race, religion,

pationality, membership ip a. particular social. group, ‘or
political opinion. .

- - . -
...'-'1— - - il

Q. In what way have the interview criteria been expanded?

A.:z- Eligibility ‘for the in country program in Bavana originally
was limited to former political prisoners.” The program now gives
priority to Cubans who are (1) former political prisoners; (2)
e.pbers of persecuted religious minorities; (3) human rights
activists; (4) forced labor conscripts during the period 1965-.
1968; (5) persons deprived of their .professional credentials or -
subjected ‘to other disproportionately harsh or discriminatory - -
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treatment resulting from their perceived or actual political or
religious beliefs; and (6)others who appear to have a credible

claim that they will face persecution as defined in the United
Rations Refugee Convention. :

Q.: If a Cuban already bas applied for refugee status and did
not qualify, can (s)be apply again?

A.: Any person denied refugee status can ask to have his or her
case reconsidered oo the basis of new information. A Cuban who
wvas denied a refugee interview under the old criteria might be
eligible under the new criteria. The USG will review pending and

previously denied refugee cases to identify those qualifying
under the expanded criteria. : '

Q.: What about Cubans in safehavensi;

A.: If a Cuban chooses to return home and believes that (s)he
qualifies for the refugee program, (s)he should contact USINT in
Bavana for a determination of eligibility. US government
representatives in the safehavens will provide general c T
information on the program. . _ L Ll

'Q@.2 What about Cubans in safebhavens who f-ea:".persecution_'.;l;’cﬁba-
_if they return? ‘ - . o

A.: Our policy is clear: Nobody will be forced or encouraged to --
return. Persons who fear persecution, like all other Cubans in .
safehavens, can remain in a safehaven if they so choose. Efforts

are continuing to be made to improve quality of iife in . -~ : -

Guantapamo and Panama. We share the desire to find durable = ' .
solutjons for bona fide refugees in safehavens who fear returning
home . For this reason, we also will be exploring with UNHCR = .

alternatives for such people as the situation. develops, including
voluntary resettlement in third countries. ; .

ITX. Parole of idditional Pamilj of Refugees and visa
Beneficiaries. - - N .

e

Q.3 What is new '_about the ad_ditionai family parole?

-

- Typically, immigrants are only allowed to bring in their spouse

and minor unmarried children. Under this new program, we are o
extending the group oﬁ family members who can accompany a Cuban-
issued an immigrant vi‘sa or granted refugee status to include: . .
(1) family members who reside in the same household and are part .
of the same economic unit as the immigrant or refugee; (2) =
unmarried sons and daughters of the ‘immigrant or refugee
regardless of age or place of residence.




Q.: How will this program work?

Cubans to whom it is possible to issue immigrant visas in fiscal
year 1995 are being informed by USINT of their nev opportunity to
bring additional family members with them. The USG will make

. other efforts to identify and contact possible beneficiaries of
this program.

Q0.: Cap Cubans in safehavens benefit from this program?

Yes, if they choose to return home. Cubans in Guantanamo and
Panama will be provided information about this program by US .
representatives. The USG will try to assist Cubans in safehavens
with this program. If a Cuban in a safehaven believes he or she

might be eligible under this program, (s)he should contact a 0SG
representative.

-

IV. Immigrant Visas and Visa Waiting List

d.: How does one get an ihmigrut visa? : R

A.: The U.S. is continuing to issue immigrant visas to qualified
. Cobans, and relatives in the US are encouraged to file visa .~
- petitions on behalf of their family members in Cuba. Visa =%
petition forms (1-130's) are available by calling the INS toll---"
free pumber, 1-800-755-0777. They also can be picked up in the
US Federal Building in Miami, located at 51 SW lst Avenue, Room
630, or at any INS office in the t!nited States._ o L T

Q.: What is being done with t.he backlog?

A.: USINT has recelved names and addresses of all those on the

ismigrant visa waiting list. Efforts have begun to notify Cubans’
vho are eligible. - , ) R

Q.: Can Cubans in safehavens benefit from this -program?

o ot
._J

"Yes, 1f they choose to return home. Cubans 1n Guantanamo and
Panama will be provided information ‘about this program by Us’
representatives. If a Cuban in a safehaven believes that a: .. " .
relative has filed a petition fo_r_him or her, and that (s)he R
might be on the waiting list, (s)he should. contact a USG LT
representative._ _ A SR . R

V. Volunt,ary Return

.Q.% How many Cubans who requésted to return have b;aén _ablé 'to'do
so? , . B . . ) . - :




A.: An initial group of 17 Cubans who chose to go home were
returned on October 7. They were flown from Guantanamo to
Bavana. We are anticipating the return of Cubans who have made
the request to proceed on a regular basis. '

Q.: BHow many. Cubans have requested to returnm?

A.: Several hundred |

Q.: Hill.Cu'bans in safehavens be forced to retumm?

A.: No. They can repain in the safehavens indefinitely.
Q— ¢t Is the US gov;rernment encouraging Cubans to return?

A.: No. We have provided Cubans in safehavens full information .
about their options, including the pPossibility of going back home
or of remaining in the safehavens. : .

Q.: How can we be sure that Cubans who choose to return will not
be persecuted when they do? ' : _ :

A.: As part of the Cuba/US talks, we made clear that people who
wish to return should not be subject to negative treatment.-Fhese
migration talks will be ongoing, and will pext be resumed at the
‘end of the month. This is a subject that can apd will be. -l

- .Mitored. . . ) . -‘_: . ' . _.— -

0. If individuals are not cleared for return by the Cnbai £
authorities, what will be their eligibility for migration to ‘the ™~
usz2 . . - | N SRR

A.:  We will do our very best to ensure that individuals who wish
to return are able to go home. We also will ensure .that all -

iodividuals who are eligible to migrate legally to the US will®
bave an opportunity to do so.” . _ .o T

VI. _Parole (in general) S - — [ ;ﬁ:—?z -

0.: will aﬁf"ébnditioﬁs be placed on paroled (
be any time 1imit?

A.: No. Théy will be paroled into the US for 'a tﬁo-yéar pefibd.” e
After one year, they will be eligible to apply for permanent '
residence. : T .

\

LA

Q.: How_inany Cubans do you anticipate will be recéiving parole?

. ,




We will be using a combination of our programs to reach the
20,000 figure in the agreement.

VII. Legal Adthorig

0.: What legal authority does the Attorney General have to
exercise her parole authority in this way?

A.: OUnder section 212(d) (5) of the Immigration and Nationality
Act, the Attorney General is given the authority, at her
discretion, to parole aliens into the US “for reasoms deemed .
strictly in the public interest.’ Normalizing the immigration
flow between Cuba and the US is “strictly in the public

ipterest.” The parole program is part of an overall effort to
redirect an abnormal flow into a legal one.

Q.: Doesn’t such a parole program intrude upon Congress' law-
maklng authority?

A.: No. The purpose of the program is to facilitate a
pormalization of migration between the two countries. It is
perfectly consistent with overall congressional goals to sten
irreqgular migration and promote legal mgratiom '

Q.3 -Isn't t.be parole progran 1.ncon.sistent with the 1930 Refng“-
Act which provides that the AG ”may not parole into the US am . '

alien who is a refugee o o » except in compellj.ng l.ndividual
ci.rqzmstances"? - -

A-'
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.A.: No. People admitted as refugees will not be paroled “The’
US has operated for a number of years - and will contipue to .

~ operate - an in-country refugee program in Bavana under which
several thousand Cubans are admitted into the US each year.

Q. Why isn’t a similar program being established for Baitians?

Historically we have had a special migration relationshlp with B
Cuba. We did not regularly parole in and legalize vlrtually.‘.l_._-' :
every Baitian who reached our shores. The Cuban Adjustement’ Act .
is unique to Cubanms. Moreover, we expect conditions that have:™

produced large irregular migration from Baiti to change with the s
restoration of democratic government Ny

<

VIIX. Cubans at Krome and'Port Isabe L \

Q.: What are the plans for Cubans in l‘lorida. and Texas? )

-
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A.: Cubans at Krome and Port Is

abel have been placed in normal
immigration proceedings.

0. Bov many Cubans have been pParoled in from Krome and Port
Isabelle? )

A.: Children and their caregivers have been paroled in.




FACT SHEET
IMPROVEMENTS AT GUANTANAMO

There are five ters of improverent categories:

L. Infrasmrcmre/facilities

I Food/clothing/medicine
1. Personal communications
IV. Education/recreation

V. Other/adminisirative

INFRASTRUCTURE/FACILITIES

] . R
ety paciiiEg

Water: Running water is now available in all Haitian and Cuban camps Water has | m

always been available for consumption, but construction of the last piping system *ﬁ

for running water was completed o9 October. Each migrant is provided safe
drinking water and sufficient water for daily hygiene.

Tents: All migrants have shelter, but dust is still a problem in the Cuban camps. |

for other tents going up. The Haitian camps are located on hard surfaces (runways)
and dust is not as bad in this location. Many steps have been taken to reduce dust.
One measure that has had some success is the spreading of a soil stabilizer, another
measure has been to plant surrounding ground cover. These are temporary
measures until all tents are hardened to include concrete or wooden flooring.
Projected completion of the hardening project is 15 November.

| : - ;
Sanitation facilities: There is currently one latrine for every 30 migrants. Cleaning
is now done once every three days; by October 24 cleaning will be done once every
day. Plans are now being developed to have permanent latrine facilities. The
construction of sewer piping systems is slowed by the small geographic area and by

g
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As some migrants leave, camp officials can close some camps and build hard stands "™



limited eatment capacity. Follow-on plans include expanding existing treatment
facilines.

Camp areas: Each camp has an area for recreation. Half-court basketball and
volleyball courts are being constructed, projected completion 24 October.
Additonally, baseball diamonds and soccer fields are being built for common use,

FOOD/CLOTHING/MEDICINE ~

Milk: A prelirvinary suppiy of milk has been provided along with specialized milk
for babies with digestve problems (/nfamil with Iron, Szmzlac) Follow-on supplies
will be provided and sustained.

Frod: Every effort is being made to develop a varied menu. There 272 now enougn
food stocks to allow the announceraent of 2-day menus. Two new kitchens have
been built Each migrant receives 2 hot meals and one MRE (Meal Ready to Eat)
per day. Migrants take part in food preparation and as a result of greater food |
stocks the resulting menu has become more Cuban and Haitian friendly. Examples L=
inclode the Haitian fare Paella and a Cuban reapc for Arroz con Pollo on Smdays.

Cloth.ing. Thanks to the eﬁ'orts of many govemmcnt and non—governmant
organizations each migrant has spare clothing and shoes and ball-type caps fortbose

that need sun-protection during the day. 0ver35000pansofsboeswerep\n-chased
fordxemxmmsandallhavcbeendxsm'buwd.

Medicine: There have been no outbreaks/illnesses of any serious nature within the

last month. Hygiene is improving daily and preventive care is being developed by

. camp doctors. There are estimates of up to 250 pregnant women in the camps. Pre-
natal and post-natal facilities are being built to assist new and expectant mothers

with the care and feeding of their children. Special milk!formula and other infant

needs are being stocked.

) | L
PERSONAL COMMUNICATIONS ' | .
Mail: L1m1ted postcard service has been available thrbugh the American Red
Cross. A DoD/US Postal Service team traveled to Guantanamo last week to
arrange regular letter service to begin in October. Initial service will include only




lenter'post card mail. By early November details of package delivery will be
anpounced.

Phones: 95 phone lines have been established solely for use by Cuban and Haitan
migrants. All phones are operational.

EDUCATION/RECREATION

Educational facilities'supplies: Primary education is currently provided through

the 6th grade level. Supplies ior crayons, notebooks and school books in Spanish
and Creole were provided with DoD funds.

Newspaper Deliveries: Daily newspaper delivery service should begin on 20 Oct.

Radio Service: There were over 1000 radios supplied to the migrants in September

and more are being scheduled for delivery. Additionally, the radios are able to pick
up Radio Marti during the evening hours and DoD has been producing additional -
broadcasts through a temporary stanon called Radio Esperanza. L

Other Media: Camp lmders are also ngen the opportunity to produce thexr owq
print media for the camps. :»,.;;»__ s

s

Recreation: The Cubans have asked for basketball areas and 6 are now being
constructed, expected completion is 20 October 94. Each camp will have a
recreation tent by 12 Oct. Other facilities are being planned and constructed that
include baseball diamonds and soccer fields, as previously mentioned. Special
activities for children are also being implemented. Currently, there is a program to
transport children and their parents or their caregivers to playground areas around -
the base. More playground facilities are being built within the family camps for

greater access. Recreation tents are being stocked with supphes of games, cards,
dominos and other related matenals



OTHER

Administrative: Mr. Guarione Diaz, a Cuban-American and President of the
Cuban American National Council, was appointed Ombudsman t0 belp assist in the
U.S. Government’s effort to improve camp conditions. He has been instrumental in
coordinating relief activities and supplies from the Cuban-American population.

Camp Leadership for the Migrants: Each camp has selected a small group of
camp leaders and representatives to voice their chncerns over fiie conditons in the
camnps. The leaders’ recommendations are followed as much as practical. Camp

leaders hold regular meetings with migrants in their areas and during these forums
give updates from governmental agencies.

Cigarettes: Small shipments of cigarettes have been arriving in Guantanamo during
the 125t two weeks. Other priority items such as milk for babies, clothes, shoes and
other food stocks were delivered first. The Administration is workmg with the o
Cuban-American community in Miami for a large donation of cxgarettes which DOD
wiﬂamngetohaveuansponed anddxsmbutedmtbemmps.

Camp Visits: Guantanamohasbeenvxsmdbyﬂnmchdmc&eofhﬁam.scom _-’-4=-
of press, US government officials, non-governmental organizations, and R
many others in an effort to assist migrants. Information will be released in T
NovembcraboutbowpnvatecmzmsmmgevmtstoGuamanamo The first |
pnonryxstogetd:oseasmgneddmytohelpd;emxgrams. '

~
-
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Donated Goods/Semces The US Govemmcm welcomes all donanons of goods "f B
and services for the migrants in Guantanamo. The State Department has contracted
the services of World Relief to accept and dxstn"butc donated goods to the migrants.

- To Donate Goods contact: Peggy Gdbert, World Rehef (914) 268-4135

To Donate Services, contact. MT. Guanone sz. Ombudsman for Cubans at thc
Camps, (305) 642- 3484 o '\ .
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