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Tha Adalniatrator has datazainad that aafaty in air eoamorea or 
air ^ranaportatioa and tha public istarast raquira tha innadiata 
ravocatioo of your Cooaareial Pilot eartificata. fharafora, tha 
following coaatltutat aa Bnargancy Ordar of Revocationi

1. At all tlaai matarial haraia you vara and ara now tha 
holder of Coanarclal Pilot Cartifieata Vo. 002122405.

2. On or about July 11. 1995, raprasantativas of tha NiaBii 
Plight Standards Oiatriet Offica, Federal Aviation Adsdnistraticox 
(FAA), net with you, in your capacity as Prasidaat of tha 
Brothers to tha Raaoua, 2nc. and advisad you of tha 
potential serious consequences of uaattthoriaad entry into Cuban 
territorial alrapaca. Tha FAA rapraaantativas also advisad you 
that any violations of tha Padaral Aviation Ragulatioaa <FAR) ox 
international ragulstions would ba vigorously investigatad. (Tha 
Cuban Governaant bad alleged that aircraft V2S04, ragistarad to 
BTTR, had operated into Cuban airapaca without authorisation on 
June 1, 1995).

3. On or about July is, 1995, you operated civil aircraft 
V2S06, a ceaana 337, tha property of axMthar, on a pasaangar- 
carrying flight departing from Ops Locka Airport, Kiaai, norm, 
on a OVFR flight plan.

4. Ourisg tha courae of said flight you operated civil 
aircraft R2S04 into tha territorial airspace of tha Rapublie of 
Cuba.

5. During the course of Seid flight you operated civil aircraft II250S into the Havana, Cuba, Tazi^al Control Kona.
6. During tha course of said flight you operated civil aircraft V2506 Into Prohihitsd Area KUPl of the Republic of Cuba.



1
7- At all tiaws nentionad haralAr tha araaa daacribad in 

paranapha 4, s, and 6 abava vara aitbar raatrietad araaa or 
prohibitad araaa of tha lapublie of Cuba, aa dafia^ ia Cuban Lav 
1318: LEY 1318 - 0RSM1X8ACXQ1I, PLAITZriCAClQll T COMmOL OB L08 
VUBL08 SOBXB IL T81WZT0RZ0 7 SEaZOB SI ZMTOliaCZOir OE VUBLO OB LA 
R27UBLICA OB CUBA (Cuban Law 1318) and BBSLANIino SB LA LIT 1318 
SB 1976 (Cuban Lav 1318 of 1976). Spaelfieally, Cuban Lav 1318 
and Cuban Lav 1318 of 1976 dafiaa tba taraa Orohlbitad Araa and 
Raatrietad Araa aa follova:

a. PR08ZBZTEO ARSA - Alrapaca of dafinad dinanslosa ovar tba 
uarritory or vatars vbieh ara under tba juriadietion of a Stata, 
vitbia mieb tba flight of aircraft la probibitad.

b. RE8TRZCTED AREA - Airapaca of dafinad diaenflona ovar tba 
territory or vatara vbiob ara under tba juriadiction of a State, 
within which the flight of aircraft ia raatrietad in accordance 
with apaeifie eondltiona aatabliabad.

8. At tba tiJDe of your operation of R2506 as daseribad in 
paragrapha 3, 4, 5, and 6, you did net have authorisation froa 
tba Cuban government air traffic control authority for entry 
Into, and operation within, that alrapaca. Unauthorised entry 
into, and operation within tbia alrapaca ia eentraxy to, and ia 
violation of. Lav laia of tba Republic of Cuba, LET 1218, 
RBeLAMBNTO SB 80BBZVDBL0 AL TBRRITORZO VACXOHAL (Cuban Lav 1218), 
Articlea 3, 3, and 14, Cuban Lav 1318, Articlea 10 and 14, and 
Cuban Lav 1318 of 1976, Articlea 7 and 25.

9. On or about Auguat 29, 1995, tha U.8. Oapartaant of 
8tata laauad a atataaent warning that enter lag Cuban territory, 
territorial vatara or alrapaca without prior authoriaation from 
tba Cuban government may cauae one to be aubjaet to arroat or 
other enforcement action by Cuban authoritiea. Tha atatenent 
also cited the July 14, 1995, atatanent in which Cuba warned 
"that any boat from abroad can be sunk and any airplane 
downed.' ’

10. On or about Auguat 29, 1995, yon, and ether aMobera of 
tha BTTR were advioed again by repreaentativea of the Riami 
night Standards District Of Sica, fAA, of the potential aarious conaeguencea of unauthorised ent^ into Cuban airapace and that 
any violationa of the EAR or international regulatlona would be 
vigorously investigated.

11. On August 31, 199S, the FAA issued a Hotioe of Bropoaed 
Certificate Action (notice), proposing to suspend your airman 
certificate for 120 days for operating a U.8.-registered civil 
aircraft in tba tarritorial alrapaca of the Republic of Cuba in 
violation of aectiona 91.703(a)(2), 91.703(a)(3), and 91.13(a) of 
tha FAR.

12. The FAX, through the aforementioned Rotice, placed you 
on further notice that unauthorised operation of D.S.-registarad



civil *ircr4ft in cubMi territorial •irapaco is in violation of 
tha PAJi.
^ 13. On or about Septanbar 2, 1995, tba Cuban govanaont, in

■raaponsa to anaouncad plana by BTTR to dondubt flight activity 
near Cuba, again vamoci that it could force down or ahoet down 
any alrapaco violators*

14. On or about October IB, IBBS, tha n.B. OepartMont of 
State iaaued a statamont advising •TTO "that if paraoaa enter 
Cuban territory, territorial aeaa or airoMce ^vittout authorisation iron tha Cuban Oovanwa^ nay ^
arreat or othor onforcomant action by Cuban authoritiaa for 
violations of Cuban law. The Cuban ^venayyxt bee repeeteUy 
aaaorted its detemination to tako artlona it ^**>** . j^*f**"**|* 
Includino tho ainking of vaaaola and tha downing of aircraft, to SfiSd cSbS tSrritorial aovoroigaty and to pcovent uMUthorUad 
ineuraiona into Cuban territorial waters and alrapaco.

15. On or about fabruary 34, 199B, you opari|^ed ^^il
aircraft B330B, a Cessna 337, S 1
flight departing from Opa Loeka Airport, Xlani, rlerida, on a
DVTfl flight plan.

Cuba.
17. At all tiiMa ii»ntianad 

paragraph IS abova was aithar awaa of tha Republic of Cuba, aa defined in Cuban Law ISIS and 
Cuban Lav 131S of 1976.

18. At tha cine of your oporation of civil air waft V3906,as doicribiS S pS^a^.^ 15, 19, and 17 above, you dW «ot b^ 
authorisation fron tha Cuban govanwant air ^ aiSSSS
authority for entry into, and eparatleaunauthorlaed entry into, and ep^^on a*
contrary' to, and In violation of, Cuban Lawand 14, Cuban Law 131S, Articlaa 10 and 14, and Cuban Law ISIS of 
1979, Articlaa 7 and 25.

19. During the cMursa of your Fabrua^ 24, 1996, flight, daseribad in paragraphs is and 19 above, aircraft operated ^ 
Republic of €^a ahot down two O.
R24568 and MS4BS8, which were being eperated by pilots on behalf 
of BTTR.

20. your oparatien of civil aircraft IT250f. inand under tne ^SSrouBetances -Sara
racklaas so ss to endanger tha livaa or property of othara.

ai. By reason of tho foregoing, you have dcoi^attat^^t 
you lack the degree of care, 3'«*gj«t, «d reapenaiblli y 
required of the holder of an airwan eartifioata.



« 22. By rttAioa of tha forvopiAg# you
you lock tho qualifieotioBO to bo ^hm 
cortifIcote.

have doi 
boXdor

oootrotod that 
o< aa ail

youi
22. AS a rasult of tho forogelng foots mod aireuootaaeos,

rsgist^^ithitt ft ^
with tho rogulations relating to ^
alxoraft there la foree; la particular#Mircraft in violation of the x^loving regulations of tho 

Republic of Cuba I
1. Lav 1211 of the Republic
RBGLMaRTO D« BOBRBVCEW AL ^52?SkiActiola 3 — Borsign olvil alxoraft nay unaortaaeoverfliobts and eflact landings for non-oosworclal 
purposes in the national tarritoryof any Treaty or convention the Itopublxe ot cube nay have^Jigned, naans of the procedures referred to in 

Chapter III of this Lav;
11 Lav 1218 of the Republic of Cuba# Article 5 ^

Sts.standards snd proceduras the aforesaid Zastituto nay 

establish;
ill. Lav 1218 of ths Republic of Cuba#ovarflights and landings jS?iS ArticiaT^nS be

with^e procedures set forth in this Chapter (IIJ)- wiSfications ara gryted •£S^*tS!

oT*«^S2?**ui« «- «•* •
certlfieata is pending;

Lii u>uBLi» at «»>• •f'tjt; iif «.«S



"SIM
ss«*s«?"StK*»tM ";ssit;.Sd“s:t.“*.Moerridorv asd alzvay*}
Vi. LAV 131§ of 1976 of thm Mpublie of CuJa 
(USOIMCBMTO 08 lA LET l»lt 08 lf76), Articlo 7 - »ho ilr BBoco outaido ttoo routo# and airvaya# .ayaa of 
SiStJST and aatabllahad oational aatry and a^t 
orocaduraa ia conaidarad raatrietad alT aMoa; apoalal 
authorization for Itafro» tha national Cantor for Joint riiQht Fiannxnq; 
vii. Lav mi Of 1976 of tha25 - All flighta of ^JlT «J

2 Suirsissplan.
b. S.etion »1.7W(»>(3)red.r.1 «.r»l.Uon.. to wt y‘ “i";

proparty of anothar. 

eenaaroial pilot cartifieata.
d, «.V. dMieiiMr.t«l «b»t yw l»cb y y«3lfi^ttoa.

r«ittlr.d *f th* »»Xd.r o* « eop«ol»l. pilot eortitioMo.
X. « re.ult ot tho forofloltfl, Md So*p^St«
th.t .ofotp i» .ir ewMC. or 'pilot

issinu:;;^ *s^i”«SK“rJ5ss s*%.?.tr^-":3
srn;,i“ m. oSiotiv. &-«.i.t.i,.
mw, nauFon, ii *• ^gUS^onif’in tha Admlniatrator ^ J9 O-loC. loot na ^ ^ Cozaiaroial
any and all ainaan cartifi^jja i^d^ bSahy araTrovohad. IT 
Pilot CartificaM Mo. ooaiaai^jy .urrandarad to ^a
Z9 FU8TK8II ORPIWD that aaide^i«.tota^^^^^^ enntainad in tha

proeaading.
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Tott Bay <roa tbi» Ord«r ia Bocordwe* wito» tbm p«ragr«pto
bdlcfw.

BODZK L. THdUS 
ASflISTM CRnf C00H88L

---------------

KBITS s. say ^
SUnaging Bttuamay . . iofflca of the Aaalatant Chxaf eowaal 
Southan Bagloo aa OrlaadOf Plarlda

AUUfc
You may appaal from thia Ordar witbio «an <10)• * Hv fiilno an original and ^brna ceplaa of a BoOioaof toxiST Vl2 Si^flca oirSidgaa, Batloaal TraBapor^tion

snb Floor^M liSSn^' (R>
Staabiigton, D.C. 20594. to SSSaiari

avanb you appaal, a dupHoatlon of your llottco of appaax 
be fumiahed to tbla of flea.
Whathcr or not you chooaa to apiy*^5ri?a

aulta 160, Orlando, FL 32827, Immadiataly.

IB th. .v»t o* u .pp«l to th. »W!BB, ..«^y..<»f
Ordar will ba fllad with tha WPlB and will aarva aa
Adminiatrator ‘ o Cot^laint -



C.A.M.P. 4 Justice
P.O. Box 14-4749 Coral Gables, FL 33114-4759

May 26, 1996

The Honorable William Clinton 
President of the United States of America 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, DC 20500

Dear President t lintoic;

On behalf of the Alejandre, Costa, de la Pena and Morales Famihes we would like to thank you for the time 
you spent with us during your visit to Miami. We greatly appreciate your concern and understanding of our 
grief at the loss of Armando, Carlos, Mario and Pablo following their murders at the hands of the Cuban Air 
Force on February 24, 1996.

At this time, however we find it necessary to bring to your attention a recent event that has given ns cause 
for concern. The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) has decided to revoke the Ucense of Brothers to the 
Rescue (BTTR) pilot Jose Basulto. Although we respect the FAA's right to t^e this action and sfanj bdiind 
it if the charges are indeed true, we find very distressing the FAA's mnissitm of key facts in its "Emergency 
Order of Revocation" (enclosed) and the dangerous ambiguity that results fiom it, as follows:

(1) The FAA mentions several times that BTTR was warned about Cuba's thrftaK and 
specifically the threat to shoot down any US airtTaft violating its airqnce (paragraph 14). The FAA 
fails to mention that sudi an action, when involving civilian aircraft, is illegal under mtfmjtinnal 
law. Such an omission serves to legitimize threats that have no legal basis. We agree rti«i warning 
BTTR was more than apprc^riate, but it is a warning of a possible vkdent action by a hostie 
dictatorship, not one of a reasonable response by a civilized state. Tim distinction is important, and 
the FAA fails to make it.

(2) In mentioning that Mr. Basulto flew into Cuban airspace on February 24,1996, the FAA 
mentions the two BTTR aircraft that were shot down (paragraph 19). The FAA fails to mwitinn 
that these aircraft never followed Mr. Basulto into Cuban airspace. Given the FAA's repeated 
mention of Cuba's threats to down any US aircraft entering its airspace, the uninformed reader is left 
to infer that the two downed planes did actually violate Cuban airspace. Your administralion has 
consistently maintained that such a violation did not cxxur, but the FAA fails to maka this dear.

(3) The FAA also has seen fit somehow to find Mr. Basulto responsible for the deaths of our 
family members, stating that he "was careless or reckless so as to endanger the Uves or property of 
others" (paragraph 20). Even if Mr. Basulto chd indeed fly into Cuban airspace, we find it hi^dy 
inappropriate for the FAA, or anybody else, to find anytme but the Cuban government reqionsilde 
for the deaths of our relatives.

Carlos, Armando, Mario, Pablo... we will never forget you



The problems we have detailed here render the FAA's letter a potentially disastrous document, one that could 
be used against our quest for justice with great effectiveness if it were to find its way to the International 
Civilian Aeronautics Organization (ICAO), the United Nations, its Commission on Human Rights or an 
international court of law, just to name a few. We therefore request that the FAA's Order of Revocation be 
amended so as to correct the inaccuracies we have mentioned.

In addition, we strongly believe that no US government agency should make any statement or release any 
document regarding this incident that fails to make clear that &e Republic of Cuba's downing of the two 
civilian aircraft which carried Armando, Carlos, Mario and Pablo was a barbaric and illegal act that occurred 
over international waters, for which the Repubbc of Cuba is solely responsible. Since this has consistently 
been your administration's position on the events of February 24, we feel that this is a very reasonable 
request. And we feel that our quest for justice needs to be accorded the priority it deserves.

Finally, we are requesting a briefing fi-om the United States government of what really transpired on 
February 24. We are in the unenviable position of being in the middle, with little or nor official information 
on this tragedy, and it is our dead who are clamoring for justice.

Sincerely,

Marlene Alejandre' 
(Armando's widow)

Mirianide la Pena 
(Mario's mother)

Mirta Costa 
(Carlos' mother)

4va Barba 
(Pablo's mother)

c: Madeleine Albright, US Ambassador to the United Nations
Jose Basulto, Brothers to the Rescue 
Lincoln Diaz-Balart, US Representative - Florida 
Bob (jraham, US Senator - Florida 
David Hinson, FAA, US Department of Transportation 
Harold Ickes, Deputy Chief of Staff 
Anthony Lake, National Security Advisor 
Connie Mack, US Senator - Flonda 
Keith S. May, Managing Attomev’, FAA 
Bob Menendez, US Representative - New Jersey 
Federico Pena, Secretary of Transportation 
Lula Rodriguez, United States Information Agency 
Ileana Ros-Lehtinen, US Representative - Flonda 
Ray Ruga, Cuba Desk Officer, Department of Defense 
Eddie L. Thomas, Assistant Chief Counsel, FA.A.

^ Susana Valdez, Special Assistant to the President
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From : LORENZO PHONE No. : 704 347 1493 Jun. 06 1996 2:08PN P01

FAX
E T

To:
Fax#;
Subject:
Date:
Pages:

Suzanna Valdes
(202) 456-6682 and 456-6218

June 6, 1996
Fifteen, including this cover sheet..

COMMENTS.

Dear Mrs. Valdes;

Included, please find a car bon copy of a letter to President Bill Clinton and the correspondent 
enclosures, which explain the subject.

1 will deeply appreciate your intercession in whatever manner you may consider appropriate 

in this regard.

Warm^i regards, ^ --- -------

trenzo

From the desk of- 
Orestes Lorenzo Perez

3150 Foreat Breeze Way 
at.Ctoud, FL 34771

(407)067-6692 
Fmc (407) 957-6692



From ; LORENZO PHONE No. : 704 347 1493 Jun.06 1996 2:09PM P03

Pre-sidenl Bill Clinton 
Page 2 
June (y, 1996

3 I 6B FniaPiir BREEZE WAY 
Sr. Cloud. FI. M77 I 

(407> RB7-OO0S 
Fax; (407) 087-0002

Interests Section in Havana due to additional evidence my parents did not 

provide them.

jst regan

Enclosuies:
Additional evidence to review the case.
Letter from Representative Ileana Ross-Lehtinen. 
My letter to Mr. Joseph G. Sullivan.
Letter of response from Mr. Joseph G. Sullivan.

cc: The Honorable Janet Reno
Attorney General 
Dcparinieiil of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 20530

The Honorable Leon Panetta 
White House Chief of Staff 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, D. C. 20500

Mrs. Anna Patterson 
Department of State 
2201 C Street, Noidi West 
Washington, D. C. 20520

Ml’. Rayinundo Ruga 
CouiiUy Director for Cuba 
2400 Defence, Pentagon 
Washington, D. C. 20301-2400

Mr. Michael E. Ramieberger 
Department of State 
2201 C Street, North West 
Washington, D. C- 20520

Mrs. Suzanna Valdes 
Wliitc House Office of Public Liason 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, D. C. 20500

Mr. Joseph Sullivan 
United Slates Interests Section 
Calzada entre L y M 
Vedudo, Havana, Cuba.



From : LORENZO PHONE No. : 704 347 1493 Jun.06 1996 2:09PM P02

3 I SO FOREW Breeze Way 
St. Cloud, FL 3A77 I 

(407) SB7-ee02 
fax; (407) 0B7'Oeee

Orestes Lorenzo Perez 
3159 Forest Breeze Way 
St. Cloud, FL 34771

June 6, 1996

•»</

President Bill Clinton 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, D. C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

Thank you veiy much for your personal intervention in reviewing my 

parents’ case.

1 still remember with great pride when, before your inauguration, my 
family and I were invited on your behalf by Mr. Thomason to walk with 

you and Mrs. Clinton across tlic Memorial Bridge. It was a gesture of 

yours that found a place in our hearts forever.

Included, please find all necessary information to reevaluate the case, 
which I believe, was rejected by consular officers at the United States
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U.s. INFORMATION AGENCY 
301 4TH ST., SW - ROOM 255 

WASHINGTON, DC 20547 
PHONE (202/619-5217) 
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FROM- LULA RODRIGUEZ, DIRECTOR
OFFICE OF INTERNATIONAL VISITORS

PAGE ni OF



06/12/96 0B:43
06T/11/96 TUE 18:13 FAX 202 458 2030

08/11/86 16:32 Q202 207 9047

OFFICE OF INTERNflTIONfiL UISITORS
PUBLIC LIAISON

ADMINISIXAIOX

002

NSC PEMOCltACy
1^002

mot

Dear

has forwaMed to ne a copy of your lenor conceming the Federal Aviation

A

Adminiilration's (PAA) emergency order levokiBg the pilot ceniflcaie of Jone BasuJto. 
Please allow me m exjvess my sympaiby cm the loss of yotir loved ones. Numerous 
officials of die United States Ooyernincm have condemned Ihc actions of the Cuban 
authorities in shooting down civil aircraft^ in imeraaiional ainpace. J share thev outrage.

I— c)/
' I have iBviewed the order of levocatloQ in light of your cominenis. The omer ww wHoen 

simply fbr the purpose of pieseniing the allegations ihu suppon the ccnigcatc action 
ordered by the FAA. FAA's enfoxcemem action against Mr. Basulto is based on the fact 
that be operated in Cuban airspace without authorization despite the numerous warnings 
of die potential danger involved in such flights and the official notification by the FAA 
that such openiions aie contniy to the Fedsra] Aviation regulations. The revocation 
order is not intended as a document to address issues of wider conceni. The 
unicasonableness and illegality under^nieniational law of the Cuban Oovenunent's 
actions arajiotgydit%l|ig to the order of revocation. The position of the United 

Jjovefnment with respect to such Tnatters has been addressed in fafuirff^roppaie for 

that puipose. Our position is quite clear: The shooidown of the two unarmed civil - a

y that the /ere in Cuban airspace.

Nor did wc mean to expressly or impliedly convey the condusion that the FAA holds Mr. i
Bastiltn responsible for the deaths of your family members. The U.S. Oovenuncut holds O'
the Cuban Government responsible for those deaths. Mr. Basulio is charged with 
operatiQg an airurell in a caitless or recUess manner sp as tqy^idanger-<Mca^effitf|^ was \F 
apetaxing and, more imponantly, of the lives of the ■paaoengah^hy^ his aiicraff.|

JL Mpt rv.t*v»v,«Lbrs
Sinoenly. (*1aa4UA IJlHSUfi

>U. Qc‘MMeS

]^JlM JlxL
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C.A.M.P. 4 Justice
P.O.Bok 14-4749 Coral GiiriM. FL 331144799 FILE COPY

May 26,1996

The Honorable William Clintrm 
President of the United States of America 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, DC 20500

Dear President Clinton;

On behalf of the Alejandre, Costa, de la Pena and Monks Families wc would like to than^ ym for thetme 
you spent with us during your visit to Miami. We greatly appreciate your concern and uiKtentandingaf our 
grief at the loss of Armando, Carlos, Mario and Pahlo following their murders at the hands of (he Cubm Air 
Fwce on February 24,19%.

At this tiriK, however we find it necessary to bring to your attention a recent event that given us 
for ccmcem The Federal Aiiation Administration (FAA) has decided to revoke Ae license of Brothers to the 
Rescue (BTTR) pilot Jose Basulto. Akhou^ we respect the FAA's rig^ to take this aad hrfiiiwi 
it if the charges are indeed true, we find very distressing the FAA's c—i«inn ofkey facts in is "Em^cy 
Order of Revocation” (enclosed) and die dangerous ambiguity that results from it, as follows:

(1) The FAA mmitions several times that BTTR was waoaed about Cuba's threats and 
speafically the threat to shoot down any US ancraftviolatingils airspace (paragraph 14). ThcFAA 
fails to mentimi that such an action, wiien involvmg civilian ihcrafk, is ill^gul itmW imeniationil 
law. Such an omission serves to legitimize threats that have no legal basis. We ^leethM warning 
BTTR was more than approfuiate, but it is a warning of a poasdrie violent action by a hostifc 
dictatorship, not one of a reasonable response a civilized stale. The distinction is ■npnrtimf miH 
the FAA fiiils to make it.

(2) In mentioning that Mr. Basulto flew into Cubm airspace on February 24,1996, the FAA 
mentions the two BTTR aircrafi that were shot down (paragr^di 19). Hie FAA faiblomeatian 
that these aircraft never followed Mr. Basulto into Cubm airspace. Given the FAA's repeated 
mentim of Cuba's threats to down any US aircraft entering its mspace, the uninfonned reader is kft 
to infer that the two downed plmes did actually violate Cubm airspace. Your aAnniwtnirinn has 
consistently maintained that such a violation did not occur, but die FAA fails to "«al* this clear.

(3) The FAA also has seen fit somehow to find Mr. Basnho responsible for the deaths (rf'our 
family members, stating that he "was careless or reckless so as to endmger the lives or property of 
others" (paragn^ih 20). Evm if Mr. Basulto did indeed fly iido Cubm airspace, we find it highly 
inappropriate few die FAA, or anybody else, to find anyone but die Cubm govemmeat lesponsiile 
for the deaths of our relatives.

Carlos, Armando, Mario, Pablo... we wHI never forget you



June 12, 1996

Office of the Administraiof 800 Indeoendence Avq,. S.W 
Washington, D.C. 20591

Dear Mses. Alejandre, de la Pena, Costa, and Barba;

The President has forwarded to me a copy of your letter concerning the Federal Aviation 
Administration s (FAA) emergency order revoking the pdot certificate of Jose Basulto Please 
aUow me to express my sympathy on the loss of your loved ones. Numerous officials of the

I ha« reviewed the order of revocation in light of your continents. The order was written simply
ff flie aBegations that support the certificate action ordered by the

FAA. FAA s enforcement action agamst Mr. Basulto is based on the fact that he operated in 
CubM airspace without authorization despite the numerous warnings of the potential danger 
mvolved in such flights and the official notification by the FAA that such operations are contraiy 
to the Federa^ Aviation Regulations. The revocation order is not intended nor is it appropriate to 
be used as a document to address issues of wider concern. The unreasonableness and illegality 
under international law of the Cuban Government’s actions are not connected to the order of 
revocation. The position of the United States Government with respect to such matters has been
addressed in legal terms m forums appropriate for that purpose. Our position is quite clear- The
shootdown of the two unarmed dvil aircraft pUoted by Americans in international airspace is 
unacceptable and m violation of international law. I have attached Secretary Pefla’s opening 
statement at the councU meetmg of the International Civil Aviation Organization on this matter I 
was a member of that delegation and can teU you that the Secretary clearly and eloquently made 
those pomts to the international community.

Indeed, a shootdown of unarmed civil aircraft, even if in Cuban airspace, would have been equally
unlawful. In fact, our position has been clear from the start that the two aircraft shot down were 
not m Cuban airspace.
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Nor did we mean to express or imply the conclusion that the FAA holds Mr. Basulto responsible 
for the deaths of your family members. The United States Government holds the Cuban 
Government responsible for those deaths.

I hope tliis information clarifies any misconception that might have been caused by the order of 
revocation issued to Mr. Basulto.

Sincerely,

David R. Hinson 
Administrator

Attachment



May 26, 1996

C.A.M.P. 4 Justice
P.O. Box 14-4749 Coral Gables, FI. 33114-4759 u li

^flo C.oP-t> )

The Honorable William Clinton 
President of the United States of America 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, DC 20500

uear President Ciinton;

On behalf of the Alejandre, Costa, de la Pena and Morales Families we would like to thank you for the lime 
you spent with us during your visit to Miami. We greatly appreciate your concern and understanding of (mr
gnef at the loss of Armando, Carlos, Mario and Pablo following their murders at the hands of the Cuba Air 
Force on February 24, 1996.

At this time, however we find it necessary to bring to your attention a recent event that has given us 
for concern. The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) has decided to revoke the Ucense of Brothers to the 
Rescue (BTTR) pilot Jose Basulto. Although we respect the FAA’s right to take this action and stand 
It if the charges are indeed true, we find very distressing the FAA's omission of key facts in its "EmeigBKy 
Order of Revocation" (enclosed) and the dangerous ambiguity that results fiom it, as follows:

(1) The FAA mentions several times that BTTR was warned about Cuba's threats and 
specifically the threat to shoot down any US aircraft vidating its airspace (paragraph 14). The FAA 
fails to mention that such an action, when involving civiiian aircraft, is illegal nnrfer intematicni 
law. Such an omission serves to legitimize threats that have no legal basis. We agree that waing 
BTTR was more than appropriate, but it is a warning of a possible violent action by a hostile 
dictatorship, not one of a reawnable response by a civilized state. The distinction is impcatanL and 
the FAA fails to make it.

(2) In mentioning that Mr. basulto tlew mto Cuban airspace on February 24,1996, the FAA 
mentions the two BTTR aircraft that were shot down (paragraph 19). The FAA fails to mentioB 
that these aircraft never followed Mr. Basulto into Cuban airspace. Given the FAA's repeated 
mention of Cuba's threats to down any US aircraft entering its airspace, the uninformed reader is left 
to infer that the two downed planes did actually violate Cuban airspace. Your administration has 
consistently maintained that such a violation did not occur, but the FAA fails to malcft this cleat

(3) The FAA also has seen fit somehow to find Mr. Basulto responsible for the Hty^ths of our 
family members, stating that he "was careless or reckless so as to endanger the lives w property of 
others (paragraph 20). Even if Mr. Basulto did indeed fly into Cuban airspace, we find it higMy 
inappropriate for the FAA, or anybody else, to find anyone but the Cuban government responsftle 
for the deaths of our relatives.

Carlos, Armando, Mario, Pablo... we will never forget you



The problems we have detailed here render the FAA's letter a potentially disastrous document, oic that could 
be used against our quest for justice vnth great effectiveness if it were to find its way to the fatemational 
Civihan Aeronautics Organization (ICAO), the United Nations, its Conmission on Human Rights or an 
international court of law, just to name a few. We therefore request that the FAA’s Order of Revocation be 
amended so as to correct the inaccuracies we have mentioned

In addition, we strongly believe that no US govemmeat agency should make any statement or release any 
document regarding this incident that fails to make dear that the Republic of Cuba's downingof the two 
civihan aircralt which carried Armando, Carlos, Maiio md Pabk> was a barbaric and illegal act that occurred 
over international waters, for i^iiidi the Republic of Ctiba is solely responsible. Since this has consistently 
been your administration's position «i the events of Fdiniaiy 24, we fed that this is a very resooable 
request. And we feel that our quest for justice needs to be accorded the priority it deserves.

Finally, we are requesting a briefing fi'om the United States government of vshat really traispiied on 
February 24. We are in the unenviable position of being in the middle^ witii little or nor oflyiai mfnrmntifm 
on this tragedy, and it is our dead who are clamoring for justice.

Sincerely,

Marlene Alejandre ^ 
(Armando's widow)

Miriamae la Pena 
(Mario's mother)

Miita Costa
(Carlos' mother)

1 Barba 
(Pablo's mother)

c: Madeleine Albright, US Ambassador to the Lhiited Nations 
Jose Basulto, Brothers to the Rescue 
Lincoln Diaz-Balart, US Representative - Florida 
Bob Graham, US Senator - Fioiida 
David Hinson, FAA, US Departmoit of Transportation 

“^Harold Ickes, Deputy Chief of Staff 
Anthony Lake, National Security Advisor 
Connie Mack, US Senator - Florida 
Keith S. May, Managing Attorney, FAA 
Bob Menendez, US Representative - New Jersey 
Federico Pena, Secretary of Transportation 
Lula Rodnguez, United States Information Agency 
Ileana Ros-Lehtinen, US Representative - Florida 
Ray Ruga, Cuba Desk Officer, Department of Defense 
Eddie L. Thomas, Assistant Chief Counsel, FAA 
Susana Valdez, Special Assistant to the President
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V , . tinaa naterial baraia you vara and are now thaholdar of Coenarcial Pilot Certificate Vo. 002122403.

July 11. 1995, rapraaantatlvea of tha Niaai fpAA? Office, Padaral Aviation Adwiniatratioa
J “ yo'u: capacity aa Preaidant of the

aaacua, Inc. <STTIl), and adviaad you of the 
^tantial aar^ua caonsaquencaa of unauthoriaad entry into Cuban 
territorial airapaca. The PAA rapraaaatativaa alao advised you that any violations of tha Paderal Aviation Regulatioaa (PaA)^ 
international ragulationa would be vigorously invaetlgatad. (The 

Govornwant bad allaged that aircraft V2306, ragiatared to
1 ^*f«.°/T'*^*** airspace without autboriaation on

June 1, 1999).
or about July 15, 1995, you 

caaana 337, the property of ai operated civil, aircraft
,r-X7506, • Caaana 337, tha property oi another, on a pasaangar- 

carrying flight departing from Opa Locka Airport, Klaoi, Florida, 
on a OVFR flight plan,

4. During the courae of said flight you operated civil 
aircraft N2S06 into the territoriel airspace of the Republic of 
Cuba.

5. During the courae of Said flight you operated civil 
aircraft K2506 into the Havana, Cuba, Terminal Control lone.

6. During tha course of said flight you oparatad civil 
aircraft R2306 into Prohibited Area HUPl of the Republic of Cuba.



/

and Cuban Lav 1318 of 1976 dafine tha tana Srohibitad Araa and 
Kaatrictad Ana aa follova:

a. PXOHZBZTEO AXSA - Aixapaca of daflnad diaenBloaa ovar tba 
tarrltory or vatara which axa uadar tha juriadiction of a Stata, 
vlthla wieh tha flight of aircraft ia prohibitad.

b. REBTIUCTSD AREA - Airapaco of dafisad dimenaloiia ovar the 
territory or waters vbioh are under tha jurisdiction of a State, 
within which the flight of aircraft is restricted in accordance 
with spaeifie conditions established.

S. At the tine of your operation of H2506 as deseribad in 
paragrapha S, 4, s, and 6, you did net have authorisation froia 
tha Cuban governaent air traffic control authority for entry 
into, and operation within, that airspaco. Cnauthorisod entry 
into, and operation within this airspace is contrary to, and In 
violation of. Law 1218 of the Xepublie of Cuba, LET 1218, 
AXGLAMS2VTO D8 80BRZVU8L0 AL T88RIT0RX0 lUCXOMAL (Cuban Law 1218), 
Articles 3, 9, and 14, Cuban Law 1318, Articles 10 and 14, and 
Cuban Law 1318 of 1976, Articles 7 and 25.

9. On or about August 29, 199S, tha U.8. Oepartaent of 
State issued a statement warning that entering Cuban territory, 
territorial waters or airspace without prior authorisation from 
the Cuban gevemnent nay cause one to be eubjeet to errest or 
other enforcement action by Cuban authorities. The statement 
also cited the July 14, 1995, statenent in which Cuba warned 
"that any boat from abroad can be sunk and any airplane 
downed.**

10. On or about August 29, 1995, you, and other members of 
the BTTR were advised egein fay representatives of the Nisiai 
night Standards oistsiet Office, fAA, of the potential serious conae^ences of unauthorized ent^ into Cuban airspace and that 
any violations of ths rAR or international regulations would be 
vigorously investigated.

11. On August 31, 1995, the FAA issued a Kotioa of Proposed 
Certificate Action (Notice), proposing to suspend your slrmen 
certificete for 120 days for opfrsting e U.8.-registered civil 
aircraft in the territorial airspaca of the Republic of Cuba in 
violation of sections 91.703(a)(2), 91.703(a)(3), and 91.13(a) of 
the FAR.

12. The FAX, through the aforemeotionsd Notice, placed you 
on further notice that unauthorized operation of u.S.'-registered



civil Aircraft in cub«a tarritorial airspaca ia in violation of 
tha PAR.

On or about Septanbar 2, 1995# tba Cuban govamaont. In
~tTTR to doaautt flight activity 
would force down or ahoot down

' 13. ______________ __________ ___ _______ ___________ _
raaponsa to announced plana by BTTR to dondutt flight activity 
near Cuba, again waned that it 
any airapaca violatora.

14. On or about October IB, 1995, the U.B. Oepartaent of 
State iaaued a atatament advlaing BTTlt "that if peraoaa enter 
Cuban territory, territorial eeaa or airapaca without 
aunhorisetioa fron tha Cuban Oovemnent they nay be subject to 
arreat or other eni'oreaaant action by Cuban authoritiea for 
vlolationa of Cuban law. The Cuban OoverrsBent haa repeatedly 
aaaartod ita determination to take aetiona it deema neeeaaary. 
Including the oinking of voaaela and the downing of aircraft, to defend Cuban territorial sovareigaty and to prevent unauthorised 
incuralono into Cuban territorial watere and airapaca.**

15. On or about Pebruary 24, 199C, you operated elvil
aircraft 1I250B, a Ceaana 337, tha property of another, on a 
flight departing from Opa Leefca Airport, Xiami, Florida, on a 
DVPR flight plan.

16. During the coura- of aeid flight, you grated civil 
aircraft M2506 into tha territorial airspace of tha Bepublio of 
Cuba.

17. At all tiaaa nantionad herein, the area deaor^ad ^ 
paragraph 18 above vaa either e reatrietad area or prohuitod 
area of tha Republic of Cuba, aa defined in Cuban Law ISIB and 
Cuban ZAW 13IB of 1976.

18. At the tine of your operation of civil aircraft V2506, 
as described In paragraphs is, 16, and 17 above, you did not have 
authorisation from tha Cuban govert»ent air tr^fio 
authority for entry into, and o^ration within, that alrapaee. 
Unauthorised entry into, end operation wlth^ this eirape^ ^ 
contrary to, and in violation of, Cuban Law Wl®# *artlclae 3, 5, 
and 14, ?:uban Law 1318, Articlaa 10 and 14, and Cuban Law X31B ef 
1976, Articles 7 and 2S.

19. During tha courao of your Februa^ 24, 1996, 
deaeribad In paragraphs is and 16 above, alrcr^ operated bl 
Republic of Cuba «hot down two 0» 9.—registered civil air^Mt, 
N24S6S and MS48SS, which ware baing eparated by pilots on bahalf 
of BTTR.

20. Your oparation of civil a^oraf^2506, in
and under the eirounstancaa described above, waa c«ie9a or 
recklaaa ao as to endanger tha livaa or property of others.

21. By reason of the foregoing, you haveyou lack the degree of care, jud^pa^t, and reapenaibility 
required of tha holder of an airman eartifioata.



¥
« 22. By TMton of «ho forogoiag, you hovo doinoiuitr«tod thot

you lock the qualificotiono to bo ^ boXdor of aa aizaan 
cortiflcate.

youi
23. AS a rasult of tha foregoing faota and oireuMtaaces,

•
a. Violated section 91.70S(aH2)o£ tha Tederal Aviation 
Regulations, in that you operated a civil aircraft el U.8. 
registry within a foreign country did not oooplywith the regulations relating to the fli^t and vaaetsm el 
aircraft there la force; in particular, you pperat^ m 
aircraft in violation of the following regulations el the 
Republic of Cuhat

i 1211 of the Republic of Cuba <2JtT 1211 -
rbglmSrto ds bobxswblo al TBRRZTORXO XACZONAZ.},
Article 3 - voreign elvil airoraft may undertake
overflights and effect laadinga lor aon-eosner^al 
oureeses in the national territory under tha provisienatMWiblic orEttb. >.y 
have signed, by means ol the prooedurea referred to la 
Chapter ZZZ of this iMMJ
li. Law 1218 of the Republic ol Cuba, Article S -
overflight. by foreign ^#SSJa2^t.?*’12o?daSSl
Republic of Cuba may only be effaotad in aeeerdanee
with the corridors established by the ^
Civil Aaronsutios ol Cuba andatandarda and proceduras the aforesaid Instltuta may 
eatablish;
lii. Law 1218 of tha Republio of Cuba, Artiela 14 “ Tha 
overflighta and landings for TO-oonMre^l J*
loreign civil aircraft provi^ 1« L^lioa
undertaken only if a prior Cortilloatahas baan obtilnad. Cartllieataa « in
natura so long as the conditions und« 
granted era oalntairsd in effect and ™ 
to regular internationalwith tha procedures set forth in this Qiapter (II*>• 
Motif icationa ara 9>^“ted ¥p^fica^ tox^
raaliiatlon of rsgular flights while the Issuanoe of a 
cortilieata is peeing;

LA RZPDBLZCA OS COHA), ATticlO 10 All flights O 
the air space and in the area under tho SStrol oyt?e Rapublic Of S?
accordance with theapproved itineraries or prior authorlxationa;



V. Law 1318 of Thm aopublic of Cuba, Artiel* 14 - 
Ovorfligbt* and fligh^a of foreign aircraft toward or 
froa tho territory of the Republic of cu^ are to bo 
undertaken only through eetabliehed international 
oorridore and ai^aye)
Vi. Law 1318 of 1876 of the Republio of 
(StZQLMCBlITO OS lA LEY 1318 OS 1176) r Artlclo 7 - The 
air epace otttelde the route* end airway*, .sma of 
oontroT end establlahed national entry and e^t

from the Eational center for Joint Flight Plenaino; 

vil. Law 1318 of 1876 of the25 - All flight* of foreim " Jifff
overflight* of cuban^elrQUiy under en IFR (ln*trunoat flight rule*] flight 
plan.
b. Section 81.703(a)(3) and Section 81.13(a)Federal Aviation Regttletlon*. ^ ^Jji^^e

airoreft of U.8. rogietry within • **?*2?er S?Tflfo o! 
earelosa or reckleee oaimar #o ae to endanger tho life or
property of another.

a. Have deaonetrated that jrau lack the 
judgwent, and re*pon*ibiUty required of the hol,der of a 
cenmaroial pilot oortifleate.

d. Have demonetratad that you required of the holder of e coanaroiel pilot certificate.
As a reeult of the foregoing, tho Adnini*trator hae
interest require the revocation of youxcertlfioate. The Ad«ini*tretor furiAer f^de ^et e»ergoacy
requiring i«B»ediet* action enist* ^ lAterovt end,colierce'^ or air tran.porta^on
accordingly, thi* order eholl be effective ianedlateiy,

HOg, THSREFORS, IT
iSy''«d'1ii“iISl?c.rtifi^to; ieid^

!i^?5RS;S^5iSJSD"2het®”iid S s:
undersigned lenediately. >»«* »**? sS5uS?^31 lB8s7 Sonotice S »»ropo.ed Cartlficatj|^Act^.dated^gu*^31^ 188^re
hereby incorporated e* oodifiod ^processing of t)io*o allegation- will be XDade a* a part
proceeding«
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m
T^tt wy «pp««l from this Ordsr

BOOXS L. TBOIOUS
r OOOKS8L

iA aoeorcUAM with tha paragraph

XBZTB 3. MhY 
Managing Attornay
o££ic« of the Asaiatant chiaf Oounaal 
Seutham Aagion at Orlaado, Florida

AUlAfa
You nay appeal from this Order vithis tea (10) days fron the date 
it la served by filing an origixiaX and three ooplas of a Metiee 
of Appeal with the Office of JOdgee* Hatioaal Tranaportatioa 
Safety Board, Boon S31, Sth Floor, 4f0 L'Bnfant Flasa Zaat, SW, 
waahington, D.C. 20594. An appeal oust be filed within ten (lO) 
days fron the tine of aarvioa of this Bnergency Or^. Hovem* 
due to .the fact that your Coawarelal Pilot ewrtifieata has beu 
revoked on an eaergaaey basis, the revocation will renain in 
affect during tha patency of any procaedinga before the Vational 
Transportation Safety Board. Fart B21 of the Board's Bulas of Fractlee (49 CFB Part 831) applias to such an appeal. In tha 
event you appeal, a duplication of your Botica of Appeal should 
be furnished to this office.
Whether or not you choose to appeal fren the previsions of this 
order, you arast surrendar your Cowmarcial Filot certlfleata to 
Office of Assistant Chief Counsel. FAA, 9677 Tredeport Drive,- 
Suite 160, Orlando, FL 33837, iSMdiataly.
In the event of an appeal to the MTBB, a copy of the xatergen^ 
Order will be filed with the BTSB end will serve as tha 
hdninistrator ‘ a Coeplaint.



May 17, 1996

NOTE TO: ALEXIS HERMAN 
SUZANNA VALDEZ

FROM: KITTY HIGGINS

FYI.
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May 16, 1996

FAA TALKING POINTS ON BASULTO ENFORCEMENT ACTION

Based on evidence of two previous violations of Federal Aviation Regulations on July 13, 
199S and February 24, 1996 regarding entry into Cuban airspace despite repeated 
warnings by the FAA and a proposed flight today south of the 24th parallel toward Cuba, 
the Federal Aviation Administration today revoked, on an emergency basis, the pilot's 
certificate of Jose Basulto, leader of the Brothers to the Rescue.

Mr. Basulto was informed of the FAA action this morning in Miami prior to his plaimed 
flight today which was scheduled to depart at 10;00 a.m. EDT from Opa-Locka Airport.

This enforcement action has proceeded consistent with agency actions on comparable 
violations. In a nation of laws, due process requires a strict adherence to legal procedures.

FAA launched an investigation of Mr. Basulto in August, 199S after an alleged violation 
of Cuban airspace on July, 13, 1995. That investigation led to a notice of proposed 
suspension on August 31, 1995. That proceeding remained open as the FAA, through the 
Department of State, has exchanged information with the government of Cuba regarding 
additional alleged violations. The emergency order is based on violations of Cuban 
airspace which occurred on July 13, 1995 and February 24, 1996.

This order is effective during an appeal, if sought, to the National Transportation Safety 
Board.

The FAA has been in communication with Mr. Basulto's attorney on this matter..

The U. S. government condemned the brutal shooting down of two American civil aircraft 
by the Government of Cuba on February 24, 1996. The Cuban government must &ce the 
scrutiny of the international aviation community for this brutal act. The International Civil 
Aviation Organization is investigating the shootdown.
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OfTice of the Assistant Chief Counsel 
Southern Refllon at Orlando, Florida 
9677 Tradoporl Drive, Suite 160 
Orlando, Florida 32B27-5397 

Telephone: (407) 84M915 
Facsimile: (407) 64M644

95S0190142
9680190076

U.8. Oepanrnertt 
of Transportation

Federal Aviation 
Administration

KAY1B199B -
- RETURV PFrPTt»P RBOtlFS-rs-n 

and,FEDERAL

Mr. Jose Basulto 
5790 SW 84th Street 
Miami, Florida 33143-8218

■ KMERCEMCT order of BBvoearpTffff
The Administrator has determined that safety in air commerce or

public interest require the immediate 
revocation of your Commercial Pilot certificate. Therefore, the 
follow.Lng constitutes an Emergency Order of Revocation:

At all times material herein you were and are now the 
holder of Commercial Pilot Certificate Mb. 002122405.

Piirrh^= representatives of the Miami
Tpaa^ Standards Distract Office, Federal Aviation Administration

capacity as President of the 
1 Rescue, Inc. (BTTR), and advised you of the

potential serious consequences of unauthorized entry into Cuban 
territorial airspace. The FAA representatives also advised you 
that any violations of the Federal Aviation Regulations (FAR) or 
international regulations would be vigorously investigated. (TheBTTr" aircraft N2506, rlgistered to
June^ 1 Cuban airspace without authorization bn

K2sofi^'« operated civil aircraft
K2506, a Cessna 337, the property of another, on a passenger-
on^?DVFR^fiight*^plan^^^  ̂ Locka Airport, Miami, Florida,

I ,

< course of said flight you operated civilaircraft N2506 into the territorial airspace of the Republic of

course of said flight you operated civil
aircraft N2506 into the Havana, Cuba, Terminal Control Zone.

6. During the course of said flight you operated civil
aircraft N2506 into Prohibited Area MUPl of the Republic of .Cuba.
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paragrapha^V*S\ herein, the areas described in
prohibited areas of the Rennhi < either restricted areas or-

DE 1976 (Cuban Law 1318 of 197fii KECplMENTO DE LA LEY 1318
and Cuban Law 1318 of 1976 Specifically, Cuban Law 1318
Restricted Area as follows: terms Prohibited Area and

iei; «V Mder°*th diffiensions over- the
vlthtn which the flight

territirfori«e?.*“*ic; UV^unde/dimensione over the 

within which the flight Of eircreft i. of d Stete?
With specific conditions establishld. ^®®^ri=ted in accordance

paragraphs^3,operation of N2506 as described in
int government air ' t?|f fic coStror''« authorization from
into, and operation within ^ authority for entry
vSoJition “or^lt:" ohhe‘"R”€4'"“

f=“5,Vh
Cuban Law 1318 of 1975; Articles 7 a^d 25 *

state Issued astatement'^^aVniM^ th^^' °®Partment of
territorial waters or air™2e Si territory,
the Cuban government may lause one to ®“thorization from
other enforcement actioj CubSn

cited the July 14, 1995 V - statement
dc^wlird..^"" c“*nr'un^
the BTTR wer" ^d?ieed'‘H^a\n^*by ^reVrewntet!'* members of
Flight Stsndsrds District office fS of A *“ "i“"iconsequences of unauthorized entrv^i^4o ci,i^^® eerious
any violations of the FAR or inte^rnationS^^t a»d that
vigorously investigated. international regulations would be

Certificate Ac^on (iiti^V ^pro^in^® * Notice of Proposed
certificate for 120 days for SpeStiSI airman
aircraft in the terT-i+nv-;‘ . P®““^^5 a U.S.-registered civil
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territorial oirapaeo is i„ violation of

reaponsa to annouifead ^pfano*"^ *BTTO *to 9®''er”'nont, in
near Cuba, again vamed tKat”t Sid fo?r. ««ivity
any airspace violators. ould force down or shoot down

issued V BtatemeS?^adtisiSi BTTr' ^that 'if of
au“?SSrlaa^:ni‘°S;t tbV'IiS^VoveisTt
arrest or other enforceneS? actiik hi *** subject to
violations of Cuban law The Cuhli cn^ authorities forasserted its determination to tfke acSo^s^tJ^l repeatedly 
including the sinking of vesse^e deems necessary,defand cSban tarritS?i“ «;"e!=SS? «d to'^iSS °t «ircraft,^i 
ineurslona into Cuban territorial J.^tora^ and ai^p^ce™*"*""^’"*

airorik Shot^ r*’?l«na*‘’33?'^ thl' =P«tat.d civil
flignt departing from opa lieka AlriSfrt’ 5? V ’ ®" *
DVPR flight plan. ^ Airport, Miami, Florida, on a

aircral; N? 506”ln«%h:""ritdrial* al«f.’=' ?P*«t«d civil
Cuba. territorial airspace of the Republic of

paragraph *'e ^bove^^wfs "”ther *a renricted* deaeribed in
area of tha Republic of Cuba ae ProhibitedCuban Law 13i« of 19%° ' defined in Cuban Law 1318 and

ae daickbed IS%^«|r«ha’''iY. ?6'"and°"l7'’lb'^''^^
autSoJi^^VL" M??y ’into '“JSS oia''rat“°’“ < “If’ “onS?”
unauthorized entry into "iPhin- thot eirapace.

Vi“ atfoS r«“u"i8*‘”ifrtlt!"err s“?S?6?’irS=S.^?’'ai^2“s “ “■* 1"' -h c'ub*”t:i"l3’li of

rachleae ao aa to endanger the lives or p?^«4y of othera. 

you lirt ®?hl*“d^2r« *®”9oing, you have demonstrated that
re,uir.d''of"JSe ittSt oran';il;an^S^I?!;!i.t“'‘ «®P®"“iWllty
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vou lick foregoing, you have demonstrated that
Jertifielte i^t^ons to be the holder of an airiSS

23.
you:

AS a result of the foregoing facts and circumstances,

91.703(a>(2)o£ the Federal Aviation Regulations, in that you operated a civil aircraft of u.S.
within ;a foreign country and you did not comply

v.«rcu‘ss‘'%r oT.v.’ir.vviolation of the following regulations of the 
Kepuoilc of CUdo:

i. Law 1210 of the Republic of Cxiba (LEY 1218 -
REGLAMENTO DE SOBREV17ELO AL TERRITORIO NACIOHAL) 
Article 3 - Foreign civil aircraft may undertake
overflights and effect landings for non-commercial 
purposes in the national territory under the provisions 
of any Treaty or Convention the Republic of Cuba may 
have signed, by means of the procedures referred to in 
Chapter III of this Lav;
ii. Law 1210 of the Republic of Cuba, Article 5 -
Overflights by foreign aircraft in the air space of the 
Republic of Cuba may only be effected in accordance 
with the corridors established by the Institute of 
Civil Aeronautics of Cuba and in compliance with 
standards and procedures the aforesaid Institute may 
establish; ^

iii. Law 1218 of the Republic of Cuba, Article 14 - The
overflights and landings for non—commercial purposes of 
foreign civil aircraft provided for in Article 3 may be 
undertaken only if a prior Certificate or Notification 
has been obtained. Certificates are permanent in
nature so long as rhe conditions under which they were 
granted are maintained in effect and are only granted 
to regular international air services after compliance 
with the procedures set forth in this Chapter (III). 
Notifications are granted specifically for a specified 
number of non-regular flights and also for the 
realization of regular flights while the issuance of a 
Certificate is pending;

iv. Law 1318 of the Republic of Cuba (LEY 1318 - 
ORCANIZACION, PLANIFICACION Y CONTROL DE LOS VUELOS 
SOBRS EL TERRITORIO Y REGION DE INFORMACION DE VTJELO DE 
LA REPOBLICA DE CUBA), Article 10 - All flights over 
the air space and in the area under the air traffic 
control of the Republic of Cuba are to be undertaken in 
accordance with the characteristics of the flights, 
approved itineraries or prior authorizations;
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X' Republic of Cuba, Article 14 -
Overflights and flights of foreign aircraft toward or 
from the territory of the Republic of Cuba are to be 
undertaken only through established international 
corridors and airways;

air space outside the routes and airways, zones of 
control and established national entry and ejcit 
procedures is considered restricted air space; special 
authorization for its utilization is therefore required 
from the National Center for Joint Plight Planning;
vii. Law 1318 of 1976 of the Republic of Cuba, Article 
25 - All flights of foreign aircraft toward or from the 
territory of the Republic of Cuba, as well as 
overflights of Cuban air space, shall be undertaken 
only under an IFR [Instrument flight rules] flight 
plan.
b. Section 91.703(a)(3) and Section 91.13(a) of the 

Federal Aviation Regulations, in that you operated a civil 
aircraft of u.S. registry within a foreign country in a 
careless or reckless manner so as to endanger the life or 
property of another.

c. Have demonstrated that you lack the care, judgment, and responsibility required of the holder of a 
commercial pilot certificate.

d. Have demonstrated that you lack the qualifications 
required of the holder of a commercial pilot certificate.

As a result of the foregoing, the Administrator has determined 
that safety in air commerce or air transportation and the public 
interest require the revocation of your Commercial Pilot 
^srtificate. The Administrator further finds that an emergency 
requiring immediate action exists in respect to safety in air 
commerce or air transportation and the public interest and, 
according!^ this Order shall be effective Mediately.

NOW, THERBiPtoRE, IT IS ORDERED, pursuant to the authority vested 
in the Administrator by 49 U.S.C. Sections 44709 and 46105, that 
any and all airman certificates held by you including Commercial 
Pilot Certificate No. 002122405, be and hereby are, revoked. IT 
IS FURTHER ORDERED that said certificate(s) be surrendered to the 
undersigned immediately. NOTE: The allegations contained in the 
Notice of Proposed Certificate Action dated August 31, 1995, are 
hereby incorporated as modified into this Order, and any further 
processing of those allegations will be made as a part of this 
proceeding.
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accordance with the paragraph

EDDIE L. THOMAS 
ASSISTAfcWr CHIEF COUNSEL

B
KEITH S. MAY 
Managing Attorney
Office of the ABoistant Chief Counsel 
Southern Region at Orlando, Florida

A£££AL
You may appeal from this Order within ten (10) days from the date 
it is served by filing an original and three eopiea of a Notice 
of Appeal with the office of Judges, National Transportation 
Safety Board, Room 531, 5tth Floor, 490 L’Enfant Plaza East, SW, 
Washington, D.C. 20594. An appeal must be filed within ten (10) 
days from the time of service of this Emergency Order. However, 
due to the fact that your Commercial Pilot certificate has been 
revoked on an emergency basis, the revocation will remain in 
effect during the pendency of any proceedings before the National 
Transportation Safety Board. Part 821 of the Board's Rules of 
Practice (49 CFR Part 621) applies to such an appeal. In the 
event you appeal, a duplication of your Notice of Appeal should 
be furnished to this office.

Whether or not you choose to appeal front the provisions of this 
order, you must surrender your Commercial Pilot certificate to 

of Assistant Chief Counsel, PAA, 9677 Tradeport Drive,' 
Suite 160, Orlando, PL 32827, immediately.

in the event of an appeal to the NTSB, a copy of the Emergency 
Order will be filed with the NTS8 and will serve as the 
Administrator’s Complaint.
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e»HTTfTgj^TB PIT BBKVTgg

Certified foregoing Emergency Order via
Certified Mail and Federal Exprose this date to
Mr. Jose Basulto 
S790 SW 84th Street 
Miami, Florida 33143'8218

Legal Tec.
Office of the Xssistant Chief Counsel 
Southern Region at Orlando, Florida

W/ c /‘f^.
T)ate'

cc: Stuart Goldstein



Clinton Presidential Records 

Digital Records Marker

This is not a presidential record. This is used as an administrative 

marker by the William J. Clinton Presidential Library Staff.

This marker identifies the place of a tabbed divider. Given our 

digitization capabilities, we are sometimes unable to adequately 

scan such dividers. The title from the original document is
indicated below.

Divider Title:
News Clips



I \
■ OJ

eUtamllHW-------------------------------------- miam^ FLVBWBSITOEilAYOOE I9qT

fAPMiawi

3

'r>j
o

fiXI
cn
r*r-
• T-t

■5

BASUITO PERDE SUS UAS
Quitan licenda a lider de Hennanos al Rescate

J^lLncudcpnalotJartB;^ “f?2£iaiibwwli«■ cwdewade fae doc«id«la j tomnmm ooao 1»»
prerideBle de HenMiJM ^^eto^S^rtonadasdeBawIlodi^ -----

H*sU mevo dd especio a£ri» cobano d 13 dcjnfiopodiiviriafoaaopMV*®.*”***^ «otap»»_______________



my 17 '96 rig 1 i02:0BPM P.3/11

Basolto: Es
‘vendeta
polflica’
tua.n,oe^kpoaer en ^igra 
las vldai y propiedades de 
oixot", dtd la orden fdiridndoae 
al vude dd 24 de fobrera. 
**Uatad ha dcmoairado auc 
eareea del indo de euidado, juU 
da y fevaaiabUidad raquando 
del ponadar de ua oertifloado da 
aviadof".
Ufi airado Baaulto eaUned ia dKi^ da una ‘‘vendeta pdl> 
jMUprdaaadapar las altaa asfa- ^■Tu admiSl^dB da BUI 
fHh.pua eanfar a Henna- 
MialReaeain.

WB

9 r
«

^ ' I W^:
Cm. aunURO / B Mm Hnl k h iwoeaddn da an lleenela. LaJoad BaaBkD(eantre)*nDneleal Jnavea ancDiifiumindepi 

•eonpaBan(daiiq. advO Inaetfviata SlMa Iriondoit In abmata ScfiaFawdi-Coario, alabogado 
Stuart A. OoUataIn y imaade Alajandi^ padre de uno da l»plleloa aaldea.

**A naaatm noi eulpan da la 
nepda de lei idlttiadea; not col- 
pan dal decribe dclea aviooeuu 
d 24 de ftbnro y aBda fttrloaoi 
petque neaema levatenei qua 
liuaiitahaa anoatarir que la voe 
Xedl Gum uaieee a lai pabf 
eieaea donde ae erdena d daetibo'*, dijo Wawlco *n!ftadoa 
Unidoa ha aafde « un b^Mrao 
nival moral al aetoar de eiu 
Ibfoa**.

Bl 24dafiAfemi aazuGqbanoa 
danibaron an aguu intemado- 
nalaa a doe avionataa de Harma- 
noi al Reieaie, matando a bus 
euatce tripulaiuas. Una teroeta 
avioneta, pUotada por Baiolto, 
cteapd Ueaa. Lu autoridadef 
BOfiaafflarkanat inaiaten an que 
Baaulto flu al dnico que penetid 
a. al aaoaeio adreo eubano. 
denn La nabana. tm Ait derri* 
bade pmaiauBanu poique ae 
hallaba aobie d eapado adrao 
inienadfloaL

La orden da la FAA du que an 
vatiaa ocaaionaa, a panir dd 29 
de aioamdel995, d Departa- 
mcato da Bitado y ta FAA advir-

tiana a Biaulto que Gdia habla 
amcnaiade eon deirihar euaU 
quier avidn o bundir enalquier 
ambateaddn que entran en lua 
aguas e atpaflo adiaOi

“El abadutamente fidm'V dUo 
Sofia Pewen-Cewlo, ahaqadade 
Hermanoa d Raaeaie. *ViiiieL ni 
una lola vei, not advimioB 010. 
Lo dnioo que ooa dijem aa que 
inainioBei an d eapadb adreo 
oubano no leiian mBeradu. 
Punto. Eao ea todo’*.

Lob H* Baodto v de
HennaBoad Reaeate apArin la 
orden de emergencia aue un iri- 
bund fSsdaid. El juidr pedria 
realiiane en un maa. laaevoca- 
ddn aard apelada ante bt PAA y 
la Junta Naeiend de Stgurtdad 
an el Ttanapoiie.

Un pUote euya lioeneiiha aido 
Itvoeada debt eaperar on alto 
aniaa da aolidtir la redlnddo.

“Yo no neeesitO una Uoancia 
para ludiar an Bahia dr Cocfai- 
floi y no neecsito una ahora“ 
dDo Basulto.

La orden da amaffandb Qegd a 
manoB de Basulto 40 oainufot 
antea de qua le Inlchn una 
misida eapedd tauta dpnnio en

uno de lot aetlvlstaa faBuidoa, 
dapoaitara floret per al JOmo. 
ounplaafioadettib^o. Laadtidn 
hubieni llevade a fiaaultod aur 
dal pardalo 24, a unai aOmillai 
de la eeatt eubana.

“El plan de vuelo 1 Cuba
y ellos protBsuroB, atfeemenzd 
tede", dUo Basulto. “P» una 
eapNie de ataquc preveoito".

ftre la mialte no ae OBCdO, 
limpiafflente ae euubid h tvu. 
Laa dot avioneiu aebteiolaiOn 
la Coniente dd Oolfe, alaaia da 
MUmi Beach, y daade am hnin. 
roolaafloKa. ^

Baaaito void como eepfleto, 
■eemwaflade per al pilota Oui- 
HermoLaiei.

“A Batttho le van a abrar 
capiunea eon quienaa volirpaia 
aeauir adalante con anttra 
miaidn’*, dijo Larei Rapraieniantei dd gobieme de 
Cuba en Waihington, D.C, do* 
dajtn la aeddn de la FAA Joed 
uiii Ponoe, pottavei da b Sec- 
ddn da Intenui da Cuba, mflald 
qua la tngedla dal 24 da Afeawe

ae pudo 1»bar evitado d eat 
paao m hubiera temadn antea.

“El una medlda idaeuada oon 
tra aiguiea que ha demeettad- 
Indiferaneia a laa i^uladonea d 
la PAA y de leyea intemadODde 

.d baber vidado d terriiorii 
aeberano de Cuba”, dtio Ponce.

La invaatigaddn de loa vudo 
de Basulto eoneud d paiadi 
varano euando realixd us vuek 
no auiofiudo lobra La Habana 
durante laa letividadaa de la Flo ^ Deooendadd 13 da Julio 
So CM ocMidii. las doe avionau 
qua enitaron d aepaeio tdro 
cnbano dojaron oaer milet d( 
votancaa qua dadan “Compaflc 
fot no. Hermanoa*', e “No eon 
patriotaa. Hamanoa**.

Baauho ladieO qua d vuebfti 
nna tictka da dutnceUa^par 
retinr la ateneidn de la OMiU 
que eauba liande igredlda po 
una iBBcba patnillera de Cuba.

“iPor quo Estadei Unido: 
tnaism an baaar euaplli' l>* l^y*' 
de Cubar, prtguntd Basolto 
“Quieren haeerne a mi d ehivi 
aipiatorio y tiatar da dadar I 
mpotaddn da Hermanoa ai Res 
ata”.
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BASULTO PIERDE SUSALAS
^itan licencia a lider de Hermanos al Rescate

H»rCVNIlllACtJK/.0

Jr f:/ Urrofii

VC* la hccncia dc i>iloU) a Jose Uasulio 
pri^iJcmc «Jc Hcriiiaiios al Kcscaie 

Hasla iiucvo aviso, Uasultu .sdio 
podri volar conio pasajero. cii un avi6n

coalrolodo por un pilo(o con Hccncia.
At rev(«ar la Hccncia dc Uasulio. la 

l-AA soslicnc quc "la scguriclnd cn «-l

publico rniuirid la acci6n drdslica e 
iniiiediau.

La ordcii csie basada cn cvidcncia dc 
vuelos no auton«dos de Uasiillo dcniro 
del cspacio airco cubanu cl I3 dc juHo

dc 1995 )r cl 24 dc fcbrcro dc 1996. Adc- 
ni4*. soslicne i]uc Datulio ignore nume- 
msas advcricncias dc la FAA y del 
Ocpariainento de Esiado $ubrc sus 
acciunes.

"Su opcracidn del avidn civil N2506 
luc dcscuidada y icmcraria coino para

'r' V

VEA BASULTO, 14A BasuUo; apelartl ded$Wn.

Basulto: Es
'vendeta
politica’

basulto. wriA
poiicr cn pcHgro 

Ins vidiis y propicdadcs dc 
<Mro.s , Clio la ordcii rcririeiidnsc 

dc Icbrem, 
usicu ha dcniosirado uuc 

caitcc del gr.ido dc cuidado. jui- 
cio y rcspoiisabilidad rcqucrido 
del iKinador dc un ccitilicado dc 
nviador".
Iln airado UnsuHo calificd h 
decision dc una "vcndcla poll- 
(ica ' ordciiada pur }as alias csHc- 
rns dc la odminislracidn dc liill 
i.liiiiori para casiignr a llcnn.v 
nos ill Itcscaic.

"A nosolnrs nos cul|>an dc In 
llcgadn dc los rcriigiadus; nos col- 
l^n del derribo dc las avioiiclas 
cl 24 dc fcbrcro y csliln ruriosos 
fHirsiiic iiosotros rrvcianuis que 
nucnlBb.sn cncubrir que In vo/, 
Kaul C.asiro iiparccc cn las graba- 
ciuiics dt^ndc sc ordciia cl 
•JcrnlNr’. dijo Uasulio. ‘'Rslados 
Unidos ha caldo a un bnjlsimo 
nivcl moral ul acluar dc csia 
lorina".

I;l 24 dc fcbrcro. enras cubanos 
dcrribaroii en .ipnas iiilcrnacio- 
nnlcs .1 dos .-ivloiicins dc llcrntn- 
iios id Kcstiilc, niaiaiido a tus 
ciniiro tripulantcs, IJiia Icrccra 
iivioiicia. piloladn iwr Unsulio. 
csciipo ilcs.1. Las iiuloridndcs 
iiorloaoicricanas insisicn cn <|ue 
Uasulio fuc cl linico que pciicird 
cn cl cspacio .i^rco ciibano 
Scpiii I a lliibiitia. iii> fne dern- 
liiiilo tircci.ciiiieiilc poique sc 
Icill.'ilci soliic cl cspacio iicrco 
iiilci'iincioi),']|.

I.a onlcii dc la 1 AA ciU que cn 
vaiias ocasioJics. a p.irlir del 29 
dc apislo dc I99.S. cl Ocpailii- 
iiiciilo dc lislaito y la TAA advir-

m
MFRIVSAIMOS 

mgSCATE

r I
r:r.it ■)

Jose Uasulio (ccj,tro)ilenunci« el juen:senconrcrraclnd.r,F»« i <^-M;Oi|eRli£*o/HNii».oHtirti

licron a Uiisullo qiic rnbn habla 
amciia/.sdo con dciriluir cual- 
quier avion o Iniiidir cualquicr 
cinbniciicion que cillraru cn su.s 
aguas o esiweio niirco,

"Hs :ib.soliiUiii)cnlc Infso". diio 
•Solla l'owcll-('os.sio, nlKig,ada dc 
I Icrm.'iiios al Kcscale, "Nunca. ni 
una sola vcz. nos odviiticroii 4so. 
Lo unico que nos dijeron cs <|uc 
incuisioncs cn el cspacio aiSrco 
cubanu no scrian lolcradas. 
I’unlo. Lso cs lo«lo".

Los aUigados dc Uasulio y dc 
llcrniahos al Kcscaie a|)clari(ii la 
j>rdcn dc cmcrgcncia aiilc un iri- 
bunal federal. El juicio iKHlria 
renhzarse cn un incs. La rcvoea- 
cion scril ,i|x-lada anlc la FAA y 
la Junla Nacioiial dc Seguridad 
cn cl Tiaii.sporic.

Un pilcKo cnya Hccncia lia sido 
rcvoiada debe esiicrar un ni'io 
antes de Solieilar la leslilueidn.

"Vo no iiceesite niia lieci>ei:i 
parii liiehjii cn IliiHIa dc Cix'lii- 
lUK y no nccc,silo inia abora". 
dijo llasulio,

I.a oidiro tie eineigeiicia llegd .i 
inunos dc llasnilo 40 niiiiuuis 
antes dc que sc iniciarn una 
inision csixcial Inisla cl punio cn

t|ue fiicron derribadas las avi.mc- 
las. tl iiiqclivo era que Eva Uar- 
bas. niadrc dc Pablo Morales 
uno de los aclivisias fallccidus* 
ilcposilara llorc* por el JOnio. 
cunipleano,s dc su liijo. Ll niisitm 
liubicra llcvado a Uasulio al sur 
del paralclo 24. a uiias 40 niillas 
dc la cosia cubaiui.

•'El plan dc vucU. Ilcgd a Cuba 
y cllos proicsiaron. asf cnnicn/«V 
uhIo . dijo Uasulio. "Fuc una 
c-speeic dc alaquc prcveiilivti”.

I'ero la niisiuii no sc canevid, 
siiiqjlcnicnic sc cjinbiA la roia. 
l-ss dt»s avioncliis sobrcvolaron 
la Corricnic del (ioKo. al esic cic 
Miami Ucach. y desdc all! lanca- 
ron las (lores.

D.-isulu> void eonuj copilolo. 
ju.'oini.unado |)or cl piloto Gui­
llermo Ijircs,

“A Uasulio le vaii a subrar 
cjipilancs con «iuiciics vtilar piira 
segnir a.lclitnlc ctm iMicsIra 
niiskm", dijo l.aics.

Kcprcscnlanlcs tiel gol>ici no dc 
( cn Wasliiiiulon. I2.C,. cU>- 
giaron la Jiccidn tie la ("AA. Josti 
Luis Ponce, luiriavti/. «ie In .Sce- 
cu'm de Inlorcscs dc Cuba. scftaltV 
t|uc la iragcdia del 24 dc fcbrcro

sc pudu Haber cviiado si cslc 
paso sc hubicra loinado antes.

“Ef una medida adccuada con­
tra alguien que ha dcmosirado 
indKcrencia a las reguUciones Jc 
la l-AA y de Icyc* intcrnacionalcs 

. *1 haber violado cl tcrriiorio 
fobcraiio dc Cuba", dijo Fonce, 

La invcsligaeidn dc lox vuelos 
dc UdsuIIu comenzd cl pasado 
verano euando rcalizd un vuelo 
no auioriaadu sobre La Habana. 
durante las aclividadcs dc ia Flo­
tilla Ocmocracia del 13 dc Julio. 
Ell esa ixasidn. las dos avionctas 
que cntraruii al cspacio airco 
cubaiio dcjanni cacr miles dc 
volaiiics que dcclan "Compaftc- 
ros no. Hermanos", o “No com- 
palriotas. Hermanos*’.

Uasulio indied que cl vuelo fuc 
una Uctica de distraocidn para 
rclirar la atcncidn dc la Uotilla 
que csiah.1 siendo agiedida por 
uiiii l.viiclia pnirullera tie Tuba.

"/.I’or <|u4 Esiados Unidos 
insislo cn liaccr cuniplir las Icyes 
dc Cuba?", prcgunld Uasulio. 
“Uuicren liaccrmc a mi cl chivo 
cxpiaiorio y iralar dc daAar la 
rcpulacidn de I lornianos al Kes- 
calc".

Rccuperaii piezas grandes de avion hundidas en fango
avion, UEIA

llcviirun nl han- 
I'.iir lie r.imitiiiii, domic los ipvcs- 
ligiitlorcs dc nviacidii l.is csliidin- 
nin cn l;is prosiiinis semanas.

( lllt'it fir- liic ......

c*paicido.s sobre icncnu scco. En 
cambio. dijo, lo que sc rccui)crc 
del DC-9 sc colucar4 cn cl liangar 
“en dos dimcnsitincs. y Iraiarc- 
inos al mciiiys dc |uinci las partes

piloto. No sc lia recuperado nin- 
gunu dc los rccipicnics pern los 
invcstigaduics Iralan dc determi- 
iiar si causaron algun incendio o 
cspitision antes dc que d avidn

antes Je cstrcllarsc cl avidn que 
habla humo en la cabina dd 
piloto y la de pasajeros.

Los invcsiigadorcs sc negaron 
a cs|)ccular sobre un inoendio a



JC Wi anipi H joevcs Mlabiiii n(a- 
ilns va iucr»Jas d nii^railcs 
|w III iKKliC. liMas iMir.1 d lidi- 

. ri>i«cn> anlcs del ainancvcr. l^as 
ixras |ii»vas las ularun duniiK- la 
oin niiiirii niisiiia,

Sacar los imiloi'cs. sacar cl 
Ircii sic alcrriMje. era una gran 
liriiirisliul para iiosolros". dijo 
('lands.

ScKtin <!l. los iiivcsiigadorcs i|o 
(cniiin plains dc rciotislniir kw 
avioiics. I'omii sc Uacc con Oc- 
ciicnda cn i'as«>.s cii los (|uc gran 
(Wile dc los dcsiro/.os csirtn

n olro". o biisicainciilc. cxnnicr 
cl cs)|uclctu del avidii sccdon por 
scs'sauii.

“Ell cs(c inoniciilo no csianios 
rcciinsCruycndo la nave", dijo 
I'runeis. "No iiiis csiainos aproxi- 
luanclo siguicra a iiii csl'ucr/.u (an 
dctallado conio ifc",

Iji lUaiddn sigiic cunccnlr.-ida 
cti ni.'l.s iJe S(> rcdpiciilcs ilc oxl- 
gciio (|uc liabla cn d coniparti. 
iiiiciilo dc e.irg.a ciiando ol aviiSn 
sc cs(icllo. imniiriKiis slcspin^s dc 
s|(ic 111 Iripiilacion inlomio «|uc 
liabla liiiiiiu en l.a caliinii del

v4i^ van.I.c'x'is Jordan, prcsidcnlc <lc 
ValuJcl. advillit) guc no sc diern 
“iiironiiaddn incorrccia, ni sc 
liidcran juidos (nccipitados”.

“No csloy dicicndo giio Valu­
Jcl no cslii libre dc culiia". dijo 
cn una conrcrcncia dc prensa cn 
Allniit:i. “lie didiu guc no lie 
vislo culpa".

1.0* Imbnjadorcs ya ban rcco- 
perado rcslos dianiuscados y 
mandiados «lc holllii, guc su^ic- 
rcii guc piieilc lialicrsc jKoiUicido 
UK iiieendio cn In parlv Ironlal 
del uvii’m. l.a iripuladun iiifuriiiO

iKiruo uci avion, o sj crccn uue los ciiyascs dc uxigeno pueJan 
halier jugado un papci cn cl dcs- 
asirc. I'cru ha habido niucha 
cspcculacibn con retpcclo a la 
naluralc/a polencialmenle pdi- 
grosa dc los rccipicnics, cspecial- 
mciite cuando las sustancias qui- 
micas guc conicnlan icnian ya la 
Tccha vencida. I'ero lanibiin ha 
aumenlado la confusiAii .subre las 
rccipicnics. guc cran dc accro 
iiioxidablc. cn cuaniu a d6ndc 
oslnbaii guardaUos y si cslaban 
bicii idemiricadus cuando sc 
culocarsm cn cl avion.
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TEXT OF FflA’S STATEMENTS
Statements from FAA regarding Basultp; "The Federal 

Aviation Administration today issued an emergency order 
revoking Jose Basulto’s pitot certificate. The emergency 
order prohibits Basulto from operating an aircraft as a pilot In
command or as a required crew memberL

NSMnUO QUINTANA r For rrw HirtU
NOT ON CONTROLS: Following the sudden license revocation, Jose Basutto waves to show he 
loling the plane after takeoff Thursday from Opa-locka Airport to the Florida Straits.

herwise perished in the 
3f the Caribbean,” she 
is of great concern that 

:son$ ... appear lo help 
ilarian regime of Cuba in 
i to silence the attempts 
lers to the Rescue to help 
edom and democracy to
uban American National 
ion suggested that the 

to revoke Basulto’s 
icense was '‘politically 
:d,” and expressed con* 
t “the Clinton adminis- 
could again be placing

' “The order Is based upon evi­
dence of unauthoriM opera­
tion Into Cuban aimpace by 
Basulto on July 13,1995, and
February 24. The order also 
indicates that Basulto ignored 
numerous warnings concerning 
his actions from the FAA and the 
State Department.

“The order is effective imme­
diately. Basulto has the right to 
appeal the revocation to the 
National Transportation Safety 
Board. A pilot whose certificate 
is revoked ordinarily must wait 
one year before applying for 
reinstatement, unless the FAA 
authorizes earlier reinstate­
ment,"

From emergency order of 
revocation lo Basulto:

"Tour operation of dvil air­
craft N2606, In the manner and 
under the circumstances

described above, was esrelMS 
or reeWess so as to endanger 
the lives or property of others.

“By reason of the foregofng, 
rou have demonatrated that you 
ack the degree of care, jud^ 
ment, and responsibility 
required of the holder of art air­
man certificate,

“As a result of the foregoing, 
the [FAAI administrator has 
determined that safely tn air 
commerce or air transportation 
and the public interest require 
the revocation of your Commer­
cial Piiol certificate. The admin­
istrator further finds that en 
emergency requlr^ immediate 
action exists in respect lo safety 
In air commerce or air transpor­
tation and the public Interest 
and, accordingly, this order ehal 
be effective hnmediat^."

itself in a position of weakness 
rather than leadership by Mving 
in to (he demands of the Cuban 
government.”
CubK ‘Adequate mtMura*

Meanwhile, the Castro govem- 
mcrl praised the move. Jose 
Ponce, a spokesman for Cuba’s 
mission in Washington, said the 
Feb. 24 tragedy could have been 
averted if such a step had been 
taken earlier.

"Ii’s an adequate measure 
against someone who has shown 
disregard of the regulations of the

FAA and of international law by 
having violated Cuba's sovereign 
territory,” Ponce said.

Basutto's wings have been 
clipped at the start of what is 
known as rafters* season, the 
calm-weather months in which 
desperate Cubans typically flee 
the island on makeshift vessels. 
In recent years, Brothers to the 
Rescue has helped U.S. authori­
ties spot rafters and air-dropped 
food, water and communications 
equipment to them.

Already, two vessels of refugees 
have been intercepted by Coast

Guard patrols this week, U.S. 
officials said. One boat carrying 
19 Cubans was found in the 
Mona Passage off the Dominican 
Republic, and another carrying 
10 Cubans was intercepted in the 
Florida Straits, the Coast Guard 
reported.
Ten days lo appeal

Under FAA rules. Basulto mav 
appeal the revocation within 10 
days. Ifdenied, he must wait one 
year before applying for a new 
license. Basullo’s aviation attor­
ney, Stuart Goldstein, said he

will file an appe^.

----- / UdU*allel. FAA olTicials said the plan 
was the first time Basulto had 
sought to fly that close to Oiba 
since Feb. 24.

Cuba's military uses the paral­
lel as a trip wire and places 
troops on alert when an unknown 
plane is detected beyond that 
boundary. Under international 
law, nations have jurisdiction 
over waters reaching 12 miles 
from their coast.
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Brother

%

BASlA.ro. FROM lA 
adminisuaiion.”

The.punitive step came just 40 
minutes before Basulto was 
scheduled to takeoff from C^a- 
locka Airport after filing a fli^l 
plan that would have taken him 
soiAh of the 24th parallel, about 
40 miles from the Cuban coast.

In an “emergency order of 
revocation" sent to Basulto, the 
Federal Aviation Administration 
said be had ignored repeated 
warnings from the federal gov­
ernment to respect Cuban air­
space, or risk U.S. prosecution or 
a Cuban attack.

“Your operation of civil air­
craft N-2506 ... was careless or 
reckless so as to endanger the 
lives or properly of others," the 
ordCT said,'referring to the Feb. 
24 incident.

“You have demonstrated that 
you lack the degree of care, Judg­
ment and tesponsibility required 
of the holder of an airman certifi­
cate."

Sofia Powell-Cosio, a Miami 
attorney for Brothers, countered 
(ha| the FAA never warned the 
groip^ about a possible shoot 
dowiL .

Basulto, whose plane was the 
only one to escape the Cuban 
attack in February , opted Thurs­
day to hand over the pilot's duty 
to A colleague — at least nomi­
nally:-!- and dropped the plan to 
fly near Cuba. The pilot, Guil- 
lerihoLares, declined to say 
whMher Basulto had taken over 
the controls during a flight that 
caijied them about 10 miles east 
of Miami Beach.

The exile airmen were joined 
by ^Eva Barbas, the mother of 
Pablo Morales, one of four peo­
ple; killed In the Feb. 24 shoot 
down.

HANDS
is not pi
have ot 
waters 
said. "II 
your rei 
the total 
its haul 
by Brotl 
bring fn 
Cuba.” 

TheC 
Founda' 
decisior 
pilot's I 
motivati 
cem thi 
tration
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Barbas dropped red, white and 
Pink carnations into the water

fear »“■'
Thursdayiheir decision was based on an 

investigation that determined ^ulto had illegally entered 
Vod? *'l*Pacc twice, on July 13,
*75, and again on Feb. 24.

Although FAA enforcement 
a«|ons are ostensibly apolitical. 
Thursday s decision was 
a^ved by senior White House 
oincials who appeared more wiii- 
injto^cr Basulto's supporters 
thm lo> nsk another confronta-

“It was a political call all the 
one U.S. ofTictal, who 

said the^president’s National 
had given the 

light to act against
^suUo. who has received 

nutnerous warnings from U.S. 
authorities has become some- 
^ing of a folk hero among many 
Cuban exiles. Originally a 
humanitarian organization. 
Brothers to the Rescue has aided 
hundreds of Cuban refugees try­
ing to reach Miami by sea.

authorities have been dis- 
inolincd to punish him, even as 
his actions became increasingly 
political in nature, culminating 
in the release of thousands of 
anti-Castro leaflets during flights 
over Havana.
B«aulto: Roveeation vindictivo

Upon his return to Opa-locka 
Thursday, Basulto and his attop- 
new acknowledged that the origi­
nal plan to fly near Cuba may 
have prompted the FAA to act.

But Basulto. in a news confer­
ence inside a stramy airport han­
gar, denounced the revocation as 
vindictive.;

•*Wc hhvb carried out many 
such flights before,” Basulto said.
*^1 s a political vendetta from the 
Clinton Administration against 
Bi^hers 16 the Rescue.”

Basulto claimed the FAA move 
was “an act of revenge” by the 
athninistration to punish Broth­
ers for the crisis in U.S.-Cuban 
retotions precipitated by the Feb­
ruary shoot down, the rafter exo- 
di^ of 1994 and recent exile 
charges that the U.S. government 
IS ^withholding evidence linking 
•^^Cuban officials to the shoot

Jn any event, Basulto said the 
aqion would not keep him from 
Mrticipating in Brothers* mis- 
sibns.

didn’t need a'licensc to fight 
m i the Bay of Pigs, and I don’t 
nepd one rtow,” he said.
‘SfianMful,' uya Oiu-Balart

Thursday's move was quickly
dttnOLinC0ff hv



iawmakcrt and exile leaders. 
jRcp. Lincoln Diaz-Baiart. a 
Mjaini Republican, decried the' 
mtasurc as “shameful.”
1^**5,,Basulto’s license, 

(m Clinton administration once 
auin reminds us that apiieaso* 
n^nt is its most predominant 
charaaeristic with regarxl to 
thfcats and blackmail by tyrants 
and thugs like Castro,” Oiaz-BaN 
art said.

<Rep. Ileana Kos*Lehtincn. 
a^hcr Miami Republican, fired 
ofi a letter to FAA administrator 
David Hinson, asking him to 
recbnsidcr on the grounds that 
Basulio’s activities arc nonvio- 
lent and humanitarian in nature.

“Mr. Basulto and Brothers to 
the KcsiAic have unselfishly used 
their pilots' licenses to help save 
thousands of refuges who would
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Mr. ;Jo6« Basulto 
5790 SW 84th Straot 
Miami, Florida 33143-8218

EMEESEIICT OEBEt OF MVOCATIOW

The Administrator has deteminad that safety in air commerca or 
air transportation and the public interest require the immediate 
revocation of your Commercial Pilot certificate. Therefore, the 
following constitutes an Emergency Order of Revocation:

1. At all times material herein you vere and are now the 
holder of Commercial Pilot Certificate Mo. 002122405.

2. On or about July 11, 1995, representatives of the Miami 
Flight Standards District Office, Federal Aviation Administration 
(FAA), met with you, in your capacity as President of the 
Brothers to the Rescue, Inc. (BTTR), and advised you of the 
potential serious consequences of unauthorised entry into Cuban 
territorial airspace. The FAA representatives also advised you 
that any violations of the Federsl Avistlon Regulations (FAR) or 
international regulations would be vigorously investigstsd. (Ths 
Cuban Government had allagad that aircraft M2506, regietered to 
BTTR, had operated into Cuban airspace without authorisation on 
June 1, 1995).

3. On or about July 13, 1995, you operated civil aircraft 
M2506, a Cessna 337, the property of another, on a passenger- 
carrying fli^t departing from Opa Locka Airport, Miami, Florida, 
on a' DVFR flight plan.

4. During the course of said flight you operated civil
aircraft M2506 into the territorial airspace of the Republic of 
Cuba.

5. During the course of said flight you operated civil
aircraft N2506 into the Havana, Cuba, Tarminal Control fone.

6. During the course of said flight you operated civil
aircraft M2506 into Prohibited Area MUPl of the Republic of .Cuba.



^ timtt mentiontd hertin, tha Artfts d«fcrib«d in
pJohibit.S dJfiSifiS ciVn l!5

RZPUBLICA DB CUBA (Cuban Law 1311) and RfGLAKBHTO DB LA LIT 1318 

Raatricted Arac aa follova:
a. PROHIBITED AREA - Airspace of defined-dimenslona over-the 

territory or waters which are under the jurisdiction of a State^, 
within which the flight of aircraft is prohibited.

b. RESTRICTED AREA ~ Airspace of defined dimensions over the 
territory or waters which are under the jurisdiction o£ a State, 
within which the flight of aircraft is restricted in accordance 
with specific conditions established.

.8. At the time of your operation of N2506 as described in 
paragraphs 3, 4*, 5, and 6, you did not have authorization from 
the Cuban government air traffic control authority for entry 
into> and operation within, that airspace. Unauthorized entry 
into, and operation within this airspace is contrary to, and in 
violation of. Lav 1218 of the Republic of C\iba, LET 1218, 
REGLAMENTO OE SOBREVUELO AL TERRITORIO MACIONAL (Cuban Lav 1218), 
Articles 3, 5, and 14, Cuban Lav 1318, Articles 10 and 14, and 
Cuban Law 1318 of 1976, Articles 7 and 25.

9. On or about August 29, 1995, the U.S. Department of 
State Issued a statement warning that entering Cuban territory, 
territorial waters or airspace without prior authorization from 
the Cuban government may cause one to be subject to arrest or 
other enforcement action by Cuban authorities. The statement 
also, cited the July 14, 1995, statement in which Cuba warned

that any boat from abroad can be sunk and any airplane

10. On or about August 29, 1995, you, and other members of 
the BTTR were edvised again by representatives of the Miami 
Plight Standards District Office, PAA, of the potential serious 
conseauences of unauthorized entry into Cuban airspace and that any violations of ^a FAR or international regulations irould be 
vigorously investigated.

11. On August 31, 1995, the FAA Issued a Notice of Proposed 
Certificate Action (Notice), proposing to suspend your airman 
certificate for 120 days for operating a U.S.-registered civil 
aircraft in the territorial airspace of the Republic of Cuba in 
violation of sections 91.703(a)(2), 91.703(a)(3), and 91.13(a) of 
the FAR.

12. The FAA, through the aforementioned Notice, placeci you 
on further notice that unauthorized operation of U.S.-registered

4 JI-I / I / I QT



t*rritorl«l Alrtp*e« it in violttlon of

Stpteavbtr 2, lt>5, tht Cubta oovornwont, inJII? conduct fffght activity

«J •fr.p.'e. iVo" .«r.!

Cubjti territory, t.rritoriol * .oi. or .Ir.p.eo wiiho" 
authorization from the Cuban Covernnent they may be eubject to 

other enforcement action by Cuban authoritlea for
ri. Cuban Goverxu&ent hat repeatedlyatterted its determination to take actiont it deent necettary, 
including the sinking of vettelt and the downing of aireraftp to
.aerend Cuban territorial sovereignty and to prevent unauthorised
incurtiont into c;uban territorial waters and airspace."
i ^5* about February 24« 1996, you operated civil

**^*®*» * Cessna 337, the property of another, on a
°P® Airport, Miami, Florida, on a

DVFR flight plan.
16. During the course of said flight, you operated civil 

aircraft N2S06 into the territorial airspace of the Republio of 
Cuoft •

17. At all times mentioned herein, the area described in 
paragraph 16 above was either a restricted area or prohibited 
area of the Republic of Cuba, as defined in Cuban Law 1318 and 
Cuban Law 1318 of 1976.

18. At the time of your operation of civil aircraft V2906, 
as described in paragraphs IS, 16, and 17 above, you did not have 
authorization from the Cuban government air traffic control 
authority for entry into, end operation within, thet eirapaee. 
Unauthorized entry into, end operation within this airspace is 
contrary to, and in violation of, Cuban Lav 1218, Artielsa 3, 5, 
and 14, Cuban Law 1318, Articlss 10 and 14, and Cuban Lav 1318 of 
1976, Articlss 7 and 2S.

19. During ths eourss of your February 24, 1996, flight, as
described in paragraphs 15 and 16 abova, aircraft operated by the 
Republic of Cuba shot do%m two D. S.-registered civil aircraft, 
N24S6S and NS4BSS, which were being operated by pilots on behalf 
of BTTR. ■

20. Tour operation of civil aircraft M2S06, in tho mannar 
and under the circumstenees described above, was careless or 
reckless so ss to endanger the lives or property of others.

21. By reason of the foregoing, you heve demonstrated that 
you lack the degree of care, judgment, and responsibility 
required of the holder of an airman esrtifieata.

C/C • -I 9G, 9T lyui



foregoing, you hava demonttrated that 
c^tlficita. to ba tha holdar o£ an airroan

you
23. As a rasult o£ tha foragolng facta and eireunstancca,

a- violated Saction 91.703(a)(2)o£ the Federal Aviation 
Regulations, in that you operated a civil aircraft of U.S. 
regist^ withxn a foreign country and you did not eonply 
with the regulations relating to the flight and maneuver of 
aircraft there in force; in particular, you operated an 
aircraft in violation of the following regulations of the 
Republie of Cuba:

i. Law 1218 of the Republic of Cuba (LET 1218 - 
REGLAMEWTO OB SOBRBVUBLO AL TIRRITORIO HACIONAL), 
Article 3 - Foreign civil aircraft may undertake 
overflights and effect landings for aon-‘ceeBBereial 
purposes in the national territory under the provisions 
of any Treaty or Convention the Republic of Cuba may 
have signed, by means of the procedures referred to in 
Chapter IXZ of this Law;
ii. Law 1218 of the Republie of Cuba, Article S - 
Over flights by foreign aircraft in the air space of the 
Republic of Cuba may only be effected in accordance 
with the corridors established by the Institute of 
Civil Aeronautics of Cuba and in compliance with 
standards and procedures the aforesaid Institute may 
establish;
iii. Law 1218 of the Republie of Cuba, Article 14 - The 
overflights and landings for non-coremercial purposes of 
foreign civil aircraft provided for in Article 1 may be 
undertaken only if a prior Certificate or notification 
has been obtained. Certificates are permanent in 
nature so long as the conditions under which they were 
granted are maintained in effect and are only granted 
to regular international air services after eoapliance 
with the procedures set forth in this Chapter (III). 
Notifications are granted specifically for a specified 
number of non-regular flights and also for the 
realisation of regular flights while the ieeuence of e 
Certificate ie pending;
iv. Law 1318 of the Republie of Cuba (LEY 1318 - 
ORGANIZACZON, PLANIFICACIOM T CONTROL DB LOS VUBLOS 
SOBRE EL TERRITORIO T REGION D£ IKPORMACZON OB VDELO 0£ 
LA REPUBLICA OS CUBA), Article 10 - All flights over 
the air space and In the eree under the eir traffic 
control of the Republie of Cuba ara to ba undartakan in 
accordance with the cheracterietiea of the flights, 
approved itineraries or prior authorisations;



V. Law 1316 of tha Ropublie of Cuba, Arclela 14 - 
OvarflightB and fllghtt of foreign aircraft toward or 
■from tha territory of the Republic of Cuba are to be 
undertaken only through establiehed international 
corridora and airwaye;
vi. Law 1316 of 1976 of the Republic of Cuba 
(RXCLAMENTO DE LX LIT 1318 01 1976), Article 7 - The 
air space outside the routes and airvaye, zones of 
control and established national entry and exit 
procedures is considered reietrictad air spaca; special 
authorization for its utilization is therefore required 
from the National Center for Joint Plight Planning;
vil. Law 1318 of 1976 of the Republic of Cuba, Article 
25 - All flights of foreign aircraft toward or from the 
territory of the Republic of Cuba, as well as 
overflights of Cuban air space, shall be undertaken 
only under an 2PR [instrument flight rules] flight 
plan.
b. Section 91.703(a)(3) and Section 91.13(a) of the 

Federal Aviation Regulations, in that you operated a civil 
aircraft of U.S. registry within a foreign country in a 
careless or reckless manner so as to endanger the life or 
property of another.

c. Have demonstrated that you laelc the care, 
judgment, and responsibility required of the holder of a 
comnercial pilot certificate.

d. Have demonstrated that, you lack the qualifications 
required of the holder of a coossercial pilot certificate.

As a result of the foregoing, the Administrator has determined 
that safety in air commerce or air transportation and the public 
interest require the revocation of your Coassarcial Pilot 
certificate. The Administrator further finds that an emergency 
requiring immediate action exists in respect to safety in air 
commerce or air transportation and the public interest and, 
accordingi;^^ this Order shall be effective ussediately.
NOW, THBRBPOKE, IT IS ORDERED, pursuant to the eutbority vested 
in the Administrator by 49 U.S.C. Sections 44709 and 46105, that 
any and all airman cartificatea held by you including Commerciel 
Pilot certificate No. 002122405, be end hereby are, revoked. IT 
IS FURTHER ORDERED that aaid certificata(a) be aurrendered to the 
undersigned immedietely. KOTEi The allegetiona conteined in the 
Notice of Proposed Certificate Action dated August 31, 1995, are 
hereby incorporated as modified into this Order, and any further 
processing of those allegations will ba made at a part of this 
procaading.



Tou^«.y ,pp..i froi. thl. order in eecordenee with the peregreph

KDDXE L. THOMAS
CHIEF COUHSEL

KEITH S. MAY 
Managing Attorney 
Office of the Asaictant Chief Counsel 
Southern Region at Orlando, Florida

APg£AL

coVi..'*;'? rsotn:Safe^v^ 2? JudS**/ Hational Transportation

A““ ;#i
basis, the revocation will remain in

l¥c:y*?e”K)K'"(^S CFR Part 821) applies to such an appeal. in the
;r;5r^f.“h.TtV t'hi*. **’>~*^

Mt you choose to appeal from the provisions of this
Commercial Pilot certificate toisr5 S Counsel, FAA, 9677 Tradeport Drive,

Suite 160, Orlande, FL 32827, immediately.

^'TSB, a copy of the Emergency^ 1 4 serve aa the
Administrator s Complaint.

CU J JU ^
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ctRYypxexTg or mgftvigg
I certify that I have nailed the foregoina Emergency Order via 
Certified Kail and Federal Express this date to
Mr. Jose Basulto 
S790 SW 84th Street 
Miami, Florida 93143-S21S

---------  — ----  Xssistant Chief Counsel:
Southern Region et Orlando^ Florida

cc: Stuart Goldstein

J JM J / ' / I .iuj«r*--Or CCT C*' :
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16 de mayo de 1996

No. 3259 P, 1/1
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Puntos de discusion respecto a la aplicacion de la ley y el Sr. Basulto

* En base a la evidencia de dos violaciones previas de las Regulaciones Federales de Aviaddn 
ocurridas el 13 de julio de 1995 y el 24 de febrero de 1996, con respecto a la incursidn en el 
espacio a6reo cubano, a pesar de repetidas advertencias por parte de la FAA, la Administracidn 
F^eral de Aviaci6n revoco en el dla de hoy, en emergencia, el certificado de piloto de Jose 

Basulto, lider de Hermanos al Rescate.

* El sr. Basulto fiie informado esta mahana de la acci6n de la FAA en Miami antes de su vuelo, 
que habia sido planeado para partir hoy, hacia el sur del paralelo 24, a las 10:00 a m. EDT del 
aeropueito de Opa-Locka.

* Esta acci6n de ejecucidn de la ley ha procedido de acuerdo con las acciones de la agenda con 
respecto a violaciones comparables. En una nacidn de leyes, el proceso legal correspondiente 
requiere la adherencia estiicta a los procedimientos legales.

* La FAA emprendid la investigacidn del sr. Basulto en agosto de 1995 despues de una supuesta 
violacidn del espacio cubano aereo el 13 de julio de 1995. La investigacion condujo a una 
notificacion de una propuesta de suspension el 31 de agosto de 1995, Ese proceso pennanecid 
abierto en tanto la FAA investigaba supuestas violaciones adicionales. La drden de emergencia 
esti basada en violaciones del espacio aereo cubano ocurridas el 13 de julio de 1995 y el 24 de 

febrero de 1996.

* La drden es vigente durante la apelacidn, si fiiese registrada, a la Junta de Transporte Nacional 
de Seguridad.

* La FAA ha estado en comunicacidn con el abogado del sr. Basulto en lo referente a este 

asunto.

* El gobiemo de los E.E.U.U. condend el derribo bmtal de dos naves adreas civiles 
norteamericanas por parte del gobiemo cubano el 24 de febrero de 1996. El gobiemo cubano 
debe enfrentar el escrutinio de la comunidad intemacional de aviacidn causado por este acto 
bmtal. La Organizacidn Intemacional de Aviacidn Civil esti investigando el derribo.

optional FOflM B9 (7-90) i-I. k i
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May 16, 1996

2/2-d

FAA TALI 3NG POINTS ON BASULTO ENFORCEMENT ACTION

'dm aiy
Based on evid 
1995 and Fi 
warnings by th^ 
the Federal A 
certificate of Ji

leiceiof two previous violations of Federal Aviation Regulations on July 13, 
24, 1996 regarding entry into Cuban airspace despite repeated 

FAA and a proposed flight today south of the 24th parallel toward Cuba, 
ion Administration today revoked, on an emergency basis, the pilot's 

0^ Basulto, leader of the Brothers to the Rescue.
lVUHi

Mr. Basulto wa ( 
flight today which

}rceme itThis enfbi 
violations. In a

FAA launched 
of Cuban airspi 
suspension on 
Department of 
additional alleg^ 
airspace which

:ove nmeniTheU. S.g( 
by the Govemnleni 
scrutiny of the 
Aviation Orgar^zation

informed of the FAA aaion this mondng in Miami prior to his planned 
was scheduled to depart at 10:00 a,m. EDT fiom Opa-Locka Airport.

action has proceeded consistent with agency actions on comparable 
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FAA REVOKES BASULTO PILOT CERTIFICATE

The Federal Aviation Adnunistnxion today issued an emeigea^ order levoldqg

Jose Basulto’s pilot certificate. The emergemy order prohibits Basulto&oinoperajj^ an

aiFciBft as a pilot in conunand or as a required crew member.

The order is based upon evidence of unauthorized operation into Cuban airspace 
by Basulto on July 13, 1995, and February 24. The order also indicatea that Basulto 
ignored numerous warnings concerning his actions from the FAA and the State 
DepartmeoL

The order is efiective immediately. Basulto has the right to appeal the levocition
to the National TianspoitaiioaSa&ty Board. A pilot whose certificate is revoked
ordinarily must wait one year before appb^. forreinstaieinein unleas the FAA authorizes 
earlier rKostatemeoL

An FAA official will be available to address fiirther ingniri^ rggarrfing diiy
in a background briefing at 3 p.m. Reporters should call (202) 493-4180 pass code 6666 
no later frian 2;SS p.m. (EDT).
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May 16,1996 - REVISED AT 1:15 P.M.

FAA TALKING POINTS ON BASULTO ENFORCEMENT ACTION

Based on evidence of two previous violations of Federal Aviation Regulations on July 13 
1995 and February 24, 1996 regarding entry into Cuban airspace despite repeated 
warnings by the FAA, die Federal Aviation Administration today revoked, on an
emergency basis, the pilot's certificate of Jose Basulto, leader of the Brothers to the 
Rescue.

Mr. Basulto was informed of the FAA action this morning in Miami prior to his planned 
flight today, south of the 24th parallel, which was scheduled to depart at 10:00 a.m. EDT 
fi’om Opa-Locka Airport.

This enforcement action has proceeded consistent with agency actions on comparable 
violations. In a nation of laws, due process requires a strict adherence to legal 
procedures.

FAA launched an investigation of Mr. Basulto in August, 1995 after an alleged violation 
of Cuban airspace on July, 13, 1995. That proceeding remained open as the FAA 
investigated additional alleged violations. That investigation led to a notice of proposed 
suspension on August 31, 1995. The emergency order is based on violations of Cuban 
airspace which occurred on July 13, 1995, and February 24,1996.

This order is effective during an appeal, if sought, to the National Transportation Safety 
Board. [A pilot whose certificate is revoked ordinarily must wait one year before 
applying for reinstatement, unless the FAA authorizes earlier reinstatement.]

The FAA has been in communication with Mr. Basulto's attorney on this matter..

The U. S. government condemned the brutal shooting down of two American civil 
aircraft by the Government of Cuba on February 24,1996. The Cuban government must 
face the scrutiny of die international aviation community for this brutal act. The 
International Civil Aviation Organization is investigating the shootdown.


