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La Ley Helms-Burton y los 

Cincuenta Anos en que EE.UU. 
Defendi6 la Libertad de Europa
En HU vlKita a la Dir«cci6ii de DIARIO LAS AME­

RICAS el martca 20 dc agosto, el Enib:iJailor Especial 
del I'residente Clinton para cl caso cuDano y la I,cy 
Helma-Burton, Stuail Eizenslut, entre vaiias Imiior- 
tantes declaraclones formuladus sobre sus activlda- 
dm, cvprcsO lo slgnlente: "Los Bsladns Unldos ban 
pasado ciacuenta alios delendiendo la libertad y la 
deniiKracIa en Europa. Es Justo que aliora, cuando 
los Estados Unidos tratan de combatir al regimen cu- 
bano, el unlco rdgimen oprcslvo que queda en el Ile- 
misferto Occidental, Europa, tntegrada por pafses 
aliados nucstroa, nos ayude a restabiccer la libertad 
en la nacidn cubana."

El seAor Elzenstat expresd a DIAKIO LAS AME­
RICAS, en union del presligioso cx presldeiile de la 
Comisldn de Relachmes Iiilernacionalcs del Congreso 
esladounldcnse por muebos alios, Dante KasceU, los 
motivos que lo Ifevan a entrevlstarse con cubanos del 
cxlllo, a vlsilar Cunodd j Mdxico y a bacer gestlones 
en favor dc la Ley Helins-Burton en Eiuttpa, donde 
01 tiene muy bunnos vlnculos por haber sido detegado 
estadounldense a la UnhSn Europea.

Mucha nizdn tiene el alto fuiicionario estadounldense 
para recordar esa ayuda extraordinorta, declsiva y 
dcflnltiva que le dio cl goblemo de Washington a Ku- 
ropa duraatc mds de ^nenenta aftos para defender 
su libertad cuando cstaba mortalmeiite amenazada, 
niimero por la Alemanla de Hitler y por la Unldn 
Sovidtica despuds. SI no hubiese babldo esa partici- 
pacidn absolulamcnte neeesaria de los Estados Unidos 
en la defensa de Europa, con bus miilonns de soldados, 
con su inmensa cantfdad de muertos y con una con- 
tribiicldn astrondmica para la guerra y para la paz, 
la Alemanla de Hiller habrla heebo tablu rasa eon

da Europa oonvirtidndola en nacioues saldliles, eomo 
ocurrid en la Europa Central.

Los estadistas y los dirigentes europeos que real- 
mente se sientaa idenlificados con la causa de la U- 
bertad universal, deben pensur en la trcnienda in- 
Juslicia quo representa no ayudar al pueblo cubano 
a restablecer sus tnsUtueJones deniocralicas y la vl- 
gcncia de sus dereebos biimanos, todo lo cual ha stdo 
secuestrado durante mds de trclnla y siete aHos por 
la tiranla totalitarla marxisla-leninista de Fidel Cas­
tro.

Aunque no bublese cse oompromlso moral y poUtico 
de Europa con los Estados Unidos por los meiiclonados 
cincuenta altos y mds de defensa esladounldcnse, la 
sola causa de la libertad y de los derechos humanos 
deberia csUmular a los europeos a bacer todo lo po- 
sible, ellmlnando argnmcnlus mds o menos artificia- 
les, para que el pueblo de Cuba se reiutegre si ron- 
cierto dc las nactones libres.

The Helms-Burton Act and the 

Fifty Years the U.S. Defended 

Europe's Liberty
During his visit to DIARIO LAS AMERICAS on Tues­

day, August zoth. President Clintoni Special Ambas­
sador on tbe Cuban case and tbe Helms-Burton Act, 
Stuart Eizeustat. »ieak1ng about Ids activities said 
that "The United Slates has been defending liberty 
and democracy In Europe Ibr fifty years. 11 Is ri^t 
Uial now, when the Unites Stales tries to combat uie 
Cuban rejfime, "
Weslerii Heini 
that are our 
the Cuban nation."

Mr. EUenstot, together v.llb the distinguished former 
Chairman of the Foreign Relations Committee of tbe 
U.S. Congress. Dante Fascoll, expressed lo DIARIO 
LAS AMERICAS the reasons wby he is meeting with 
some Cuban exiles, visiting Canada and Mexico, and

Union.

that the U.S. government gave Europe for more than 
fifty years to defend her liberty when such liberty 
was tJireutcned to death, first by Hitler's German, and later by the Soviet Union, ilad il not been for 
that absolutely necessary participation of the United 
States In Europe's defense, with millions of troops, 
with huge niimbera of casualUcs, and with astrono- 
inical financial contributions for war and lor peace. 
Hitler's Germany would have made mincemeat of that 
Europe which today refuses to support the Helms- Burton Acl. I.ikcwisc, after World ft^r II, the Soviet 
Union would have advanced over the whole of Europe 
turning it into a group of satcMUe nations, just as It 
did In Central Euiope.

Both European statesmen and leaders who really 
feet Identified with the cause of universal freedom, 
should think about the tremendous injustice It repre­
sents nut to help the Cuban people to restore their 
democratic institutions and uphold human rights, all 
of which have been done away with for more than 
thirty.sevei^eai-s by the Marxist Leninist totalitarian 
tyranny of Fidel Castro.

Even IT such luorul and political obligation on the 
part of Eurape toward the United Slates because of 
those fifty and more years of American defense did 
not exist, indeed the cause of freedom and human 
rights should compel the Europeans to do everything 
possible, ellfiiinalmg more or less artificiul excuses, 
so that the Cuban people muy return to the concert 
of free nations.
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Por VIVIAN CRUCET

La reconocida fotografa de 
Miami Ketty Gort esta entre las 
diez personas escogidas en Mia­
mi para darle la bienvemda al 
Presidente de EE.UU. cuando 
estuvo en Miami este jueves en 
visita de campana por la Florida 
y a su llegada al Aeropuerto In- 
ternacional de Miami.

El primer dignatario estuvo en 
Tbmpa , Sunrise y Miami como 
parte de su recorrido nacional 
para conseguir votos. Ademas, 
segiin las encuestas, el Presiden­
te Clinton se encuentra en ven- 
taja en nuestro Estado.

Su primera escala fue en Tam- . ,1 a Miami las 2 00 el hotel Sheraton de Bal I^rbour
pa dSnde emitid un discvpso en .J f on llego a ™ jueves. De ahi,

.asaa.aP...,CD

BILL CLIINTOIN
' l^TTYCORT

i



Date: 07/16/96 Time: 11:23
CIn seeking a compromise, Clinton hopes to buy enough time to

In seeking a compromise, Clinton hopes to buy enough time to 
persuade allies not to retaliate against the United States.
Refusing to impose the sanctions could have cost him key 
Cuban-American votes in Florida and New Jersey, two key states in 
his re-election bid.

The White House planned to announce the decision this afternoon, 
but Republican rival Bob Dole prodded Clinton hours before the 
decision to enforce the sanctions against Cuba.

''President Clinton's continued indecision until the last 
possible moment demonstrates, once again, that this president is 
rudderless when it comes to standing up for American principles 
around the world,'' Dole said. ''Allowing American citizens whose 
property was illegally stolen by the Castro regime to use American 
courts to seek justice is the right thing to do.''

MORE
APNP-07-16-96 1130EDT

Date: 07/16/96 Time: 11:20
CWASHINGTON (AP) In a decision fraught with political and

WASHINGTON (AP) In a decision fraught with political and 
diplomatic consequences. President Clinton moved today to impose 
tough anti-Cuba sanctions that could spark a dispute with U.S. 
allies, an administration official said.

But the official, speaking on condition of anonymity, said 
Clinton would seek to temper the decision by imposing a six-month 
delay on lawsuits against foreign firms using property in Cuba 
confiscated from Americans.

MORE
APNP-07-16-96 1126EDT

UThe*source^says'^Clinton will order a six-month delay on lawsuits

The source says Clinton will order a six-month delay on lawsuits 
against foreign companies that use American property seized in 
Cuba. European countries have threatened retaliation for any 
sanctions.
APNP-07-16-96 1130EDT

Date* 07/16/96 Time: 11:22UWashington) — A Clinton administration source says the

rwashinaton) — A Clinton administration source says the 
president will impose tough anti-Cuba sanctions, but on a delayed

basis.
APNP-07-16-96 1128EDT

Date: 07/16/96 Time: 11:11
ASource says Clinton will invoke Cuba sanctions with six-month

Source says Clinton will invoke Cuba sanctions with six-month 
delay in filing lawsuits.
APNP-07-16-96 1117EDT
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Clinton Sin M not 

Suspend Titk l\\ of the 

Helms>Bur jn Act
In accoiTlance with the Holms i .m ton Act the presiilcnt 

or the United States or Amcrit a. Kill Clinton, may -but 
he should not- on July l.-uh su^.ond for *'* 
enforcement of Title 111 of said is- ‘V'?"*
Iniuortanee for Uiis legal ... ........ ...... ... to be really eltectbe
a-'ainst the forelen husinessii .n or maniifaclurers who 
afe doing business in Cuba v lb P"'
pertiris or companies that wn : t onfisrated b> the Mar- 
xlst-Iaeninlst lyi-aimy of ridel t istro.

The president did the riglii i.lug when he aPP™ve4 
the Ilelms-Biirlon Act in just r. |w isal to the brutal altaek 
on February 2-lth agaliisl two . „;.rmed plam s of Brother 
lo the Rescue murdering Ibiii • oiing Cuban men. But il 
would not he seen hi a f.svui o .b light that be suspeii^ 
the appUcatlon of Title, ill iIm; . precluding Us cnlorc^

lie III is subject to pre- 
.nnthsand It Is. we repeat, 

I- on the Castro tyranny 
; lie tormenleil Cuban na­

il claims can not be. set 
i -ainst the theft of Ame- 

!i: tyranny, the el'l'cels of 
ytrcinclv weak althuugh 
Irliiiental for Castro, but 
..is inleniaiiuiial criiiies

meiit on ."siovember 1st. Thi.s 
sideiitial suspension every .sii 
what could actually put pres" 
for the true drmocraliralion • , 
lion.

If the mechaiiisins for the I 
into motion on Novenilier l.si 
tican properties by llie Ciil .i 
tlie mentioned law would be 
it has other aspects that are i. 
not U) liie point deserved t 
and against the Cuban peoi>'

The president must be lii lu id contnint tlio PEe^UKS 
of the communists, of the 1 ts and "f V'® 
people for whom everything i. .Ives around Iheir proBU. 
These elements, as everyone .nows, are vi\ idly 
led. nantically interested, ie iliat the 
III he suspended amt that n .ndicial act ion bf 
In the United States of Ameu. i. against the l.iisi ie-.sn en 
and entrepreneurs wlio have l aowingly benelited fiom 
the plundering by tlie Casli viaiiny of Ihe properties 
of American cilueiis, amoa liirh (here are also many 
of Cubiin origin.

i’rcsidenl Clinton has !o n
liafis.iid regarding Uiequosi : 
pr^ople. He h:is lu coiilovni • 
by Anibnssador IVladcilciru' - • 
opie In llic Orange Bowl a.' 
toiitly with what has bi eii : 
representing the Washiiigu 
airation ot Aiiierlcan Slid.

President Clinton mast si; liis slncci jty and bis cou­
rage so that this law may m Irve its goals lo the bincFit 
of the llborly and drmoo;i. of the Cuiinos and of his 
own poUUcaf prostige-

.onsistrnilY \vith what he 
I j ruellbnrly for ibe Cuban 
, what was. si'id In Miami 
M ight ill of GM.oon pr-
lie bUoiild also a<t consis- 
it by Aniha^A;n1t>r kabbil, 
(’lovcrniiictii at the Orga-



FROM DIflRIO LOS RMERICfiS 07.12.1996 11:27 NO. 6 P. 1

Pag. 4-A - DIARIO LAS AMERICAS viernes i2 de julic

DiARIO LAS^AMERICAS
(ISSN-0744-3234)

TIIK AMERICAS PVBI.ISIUNC COMPANY 
2M0 N W 39 St.. Miami. FI. 33142 ^Cenl^^lef6nica: WJ-SMl ^

Para Clasiflcados Solamente
110B«;iOACWK«E __

Vlcepresli«^Bt«. Director y Gerenle

PO. Box 583177, Miami Fla. 33159

Viernes 12 de Julio de 1996 _______

Clinton Should not Suspend 

Title III of the Helms-Burton Act
In acconiance with the Helms-Burton ^t the president 

of the United States of America, BiU amton, may ~
SnforcemeSuf TUle“iri J'Jj^^^eaUy eSve

a?e Xing busineis in Cuba with American-owned pro^ 
erties or companies that were confiscated by the Marxist- 
Leninist tyranny of Fidel Castro.

won d not be seen in a favorable fight that he suspends

______£?iv mr\nfll6 Aflll ft IS. W€ FCDCHt, Whit

against the Cuban people.

ested frantically interested, in that the mentioned Till 
III be sdiendei and that no judicial action be starte.

of Cuban origin.
.... •« A ^mm 0^4 rtmictc4pTit.lv ^vit.h Nvhat> h



forthe Cuba^mbaiatoVibl VriIhUn P«t of 60 0.

. representing the Washington Government at the Orga 
ization of American States.

President Ointon naust show his sincerity and his co 
rae?lo that this laijf may achieve its goals to the bene 
ofW liberty and democracy of the Cubans and of h 

own political prestige.

5
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Managiot Editor

Tied in knots
the Cuban Democracy 
Act — already encour­
ages. Under Helms-

'T'JiecKje?? AN UNWISE BILL
u^xpSKe^CubS Helms-Burtonisnoway ------
crisis have compelled to set U.S. foreign poliqr. Sa^STanSSUS’dM Thepresident*ou|httJ

Whte veWthelegisUnon. U.S. admini»tra«on

tfieHelms-Burton biU. It’s allegedly tro government sn so stnngent thj

iions will speed Fidel Castn* demise thereby eff^ivdy could ^Uk|c a 
ind bring free democratic rule to Cuba. port-Ca^ Cuba from ***®J|^*^** 5f 
? Castras Feb. 24 destruction of two ILS. credits, towered trade bw^^ 
unarmed American airplanes hasmanipulated Mr. Qinton into adopting «»^ctions ot Ca^dian Md 
togislatton that he had threatened to tndt wtt Cuba.
♦rto just a few months ago. The presi- imperil the terms of the North Amencan

Cuba after the shoot-down were too constitutional and practical pitfa^ 
weak. In fact, short of military force, he Title III seeks to dmuade

res »u^Thc‘^|l co^rj.
Burton measure, wnich is emerging out tions and governments that acquire___ hich is emerging out
of White House n^otiations with 
House-Senate conferees, the president
_ _____________ J 1^ al

governments that acquire 
***^t^*1lf*My be unconstitutional

a

• <

to deny entry^to this country to any for­
eigner ‘‘trafticking” in th^ Cuban 
properties. Even if this proviso di * 
trash the Constitution, it easily 
clog the federal courts — including the

could

the U.S. embargo.
This would strip Mr. Qinton, and 

succeeding presidents, of authority to 
ditend, revise, or cancel a given execu­
tive order. Instead, any changes would

important presidential prerogative to set U.S. Distnrt Court for the Southern 
U S ibreifin Dolicy. District of Florida.

The president’s, opportunistic As a “P^SJJSVMlprSsS
authority to suspend the 
lawsuit provisions every six 
months. This escape clause 
appears to have given Mr. 
Clinton a pretext to support 
the billEi^er way, the bill does 
not do what its supporters 
claim. The president 
should not support Hdms- 
Burton based on electioi^ 
year urgencies and Castro s 
criminal recklessness. 
That’s no way to set foreign 

Clinton policy.

endorsement of the latest 
version of Helms-Burton 
after Cuba’s barbaric 
downing of the two Cessnas 
does not alter the legisla­
tion's shortcomings:

■ Its strategy of big 
stick, tiny carrot could cost 
Fida Castro's regime some 
foreign investment. But it 
would make the Cuban 
people’s miserable living 
conditioris even grimmer 
without encouraging the 
sort of liberalization that 
existing U.S. law — namely

Sift
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CflNfiDft ONUNCIPl REPRESflLIP.S CQNTRR EEUU POR HELMS-BURTQN

QTTRWh, JUL 16 (REUTER) - CANRDR SE DECLhRD HOY URTISFEC ! R 
PDR LR DECISION DEL PRESIDENTE ESTRDOUNIDENEE, BILL CLINTON,
DE DEMQRRR LR IMPLRNTRCION DE PRRTE DE LR LEY HELMS-BURTON 
CDNTRR CUBA, PERO DUO OUE BEGUIRR DESRRROLLRNDO SU PRQPIR 
LEGISLRCIGN PARA COMBRTIR LR LEV.

’’NECESITRMOS RSEGURRRNOS DE QUE ESTR DECISION NO SEA 
REUERTIDR UN DIR DESPUS", DECLRRO A LR PRENSR EL MINISTRO 
ChNRDIENSE DE COQPERRCION INTERNfiCIONRL, PIERRE PETTIGREW.

"EL GOBIERNO SEGUIRR CON GU DECISION DE CDN'TRRRRES PAR LOG 
EFECTD3 EXTRRTERRITORIRLES DE LR LEY PRRR EL BENEFICIO DE LflS 
EMPRESRS CRNRDIENSES EN CRSO DE OUE SEA REyERTIDR LR DECISION 
DEL PRESIDENTE", RGREGQ.

PETTIGREW PRECISO QUE EL MINISTRO DE CQMERCIO, RRT 
EGGLETON, REVISRRR LR DECISION DE CANADA DE PRESENTRR EL CASO 
ANTE UN PANEL DE SOLUCION DE DISPUTRS EN EL MARCO DEL TRATADO 
DE LIBRE CQMERCIO (TLC) DE RMRICA DEL NORTE V DECIDIRA CUAL 
SERA EL PROXIMO PASO QUE TOMARA EL PAIS.

LA FECHA MAS CERCANA EN QUE CANADA PODRIR LLEVAR LA LEY 
ANTE EL PANEL DEL TLC SERIA EL 29 DE JULIO.

EGGLETON DIO LR BIENVENIDR A LA DECISION DE ESTADOS 
UNIDOS, PERO DUO A LR PRENSR QUE "ELLOS (ESTADOS UNIDQS) RUN 
NOS ESTRN APUNTANDO A LA CABEZA CON UNR PISTOL A".

AWRDID QUE LA LEGISLACION CANADIENSE PARA RESPONDER A LA 
HELMS-BURTON SEGUIRA SU GAMING PARA CONJERTIRGE EN UNA LEY 

E3TE AAO. ,

"RUN TENEMOS PREVISTO fiPROBAR Lfi LEY EN EL OTOAO 
(AUSTRAL), PERO ESPERAMOS QUE NO SE USE: NUNCA. ESTO DEPENDE DE 
31 LA HELMS-BURTON SE APLICA", INDIGO EGGLETON.

REUTER/ CAF EPK 1912 GMT 
SLS 15:15 07-16-96
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CLINTON QUEDfi BIEN CON DIOEI Y EL DIftBLO EN CftSO CUBONO

POR ORLANDO LIZAMA

MIAMI, MESA DE REDACCION, JUL 16 (REUTER) - EL PRESIDENTS 
DE ESTADOS UNIDOS, BILL CLINTON, TRATO HOY DE OUEDAR BIEN CON 
DIOS Y CON EL DIABLO AL TOMAR UNA DECISION DE C0MPRDMI30 
RESPECTO A LA LEY HELMS-BURTON DE SANCIONES CONTRA CUBA,
DUE RON ANALISTAS.

EL MANDATARTO AFIRMO, A TRAYS DE SU P0RTAY02, QUE 
AUTORIZARA A E3TADOUNIDENSES QUE SUFRIERON CONFISCACIONES EN 
CUBA A DEMANDAR A EMPRESA3 EXTRANJERAS QUE "TRAFIDUEN" CON SUS 
ANTIGUAS PROPIEDADES EN LA ISLA.

PERO, POR OTRA PARTE, CLINTON POSTERGO HA3TA FEBRERO LA 
APLICACION DEL TITULO III DE LA LEY QUE ESTABLECE LA 
POSIBILIDAD DE PRESENTAR LAS QUERELLAS ANTE LOS TRIBUNALES.

EL PORTAYOZ PRESIDENCIAL, MICHAEL MCCURRY, DUO QUE LA 
DECISION DE CLINTON APUNTA A ALENTAR A ALIADOS EXTRANJEROS A 
TRABAJAR CON ESTADOS UNIDOS PARA "ACELERAR CAMBIOS EN CUBA'’.

CLINTON ’’PERMITIRA QUE EL TITULO III (DE LA LEY 
HELMS-BURTON) ENTRE EN EFECTO. AL MISMO TIEMPO, SUSPENDERA EL 
DERECHQ A PRESENTAR DEMANDAS POR SEIS MEGES", DUD MCCURRY EN 
UNA CONFERENCIA DE PRENSA.

"DURANTE ESOS MESES LA CASA BLANCA BUSCARA NEGOCIAR CON 
LOS ALIADOS EXTRANJEROS PARA REFORZAR SU POLITICA CONTRA EL 
GOBIERNO COMUNISTA DE CUBA Y DARA TIEMPO A LAS EMPRESAS QUE 
TIENEN INYERSIONES A SALIRSE DE LA ISLA", DUO UNA FUENTE 
LEGISLATIVA EN WASHINGTON,

"DICHO DE OTRA MANERA, NI LO UNO NI LO OTRO SIND TODD lQ 
CONTRARIO", EXPRESO UNO DE LOS ANALISTAS EN MIAMI.

LISANDRO PREZ, PROFESDR Y director DEL INSTITUTO DE 
INYESTIGACIONES CUBANAS DE LA UNIVERSIDAD INTERNACIONAL DE LA 
FLORIDA, EN MIAMI, INDICO QUE CON SU DECISION EL MANDATARIO 
CONSIDERQ LAS PRESIGNES POLITICAS INTERNAS V LA OPINION DE LOS 
ALIADOS CGMERCIALES DEL PAIS QUE CRITICAN ABIERTAMENTE LA LEV.



"ERA UlMA DECISION DIFICIL POLITICAMEMT E PARh CLIN (ON.
TENIA DUE TOMAR EN CUENTA LAS CRiriCAS DE MXICO, CANADA Y LA 
CONUNIDAD EURQPA QUE HABIAN ANENAZADO CON TOMAR REPRESALIAS 
CGNERCIALES NUY SERIAS", EXPRESO.

ESOB PAISES INDICARON QUE ESTADOS UNIDGS EBTARIA EN 
ABIERTA INFRACCIQN DE LAS LEYES INTERNACIONAlES AL APLICAR EN 
FORMA EXTRATERRITORIAL LA LEV HELM5-BURTQN, QUE CLINTON FIRMQ 
A COMIENZOB DE ESTE AGO CUANDD CAZAS CUBANQS DERRIBARQN DOS 
AVIONETAS TRIPULADAS POR ELEMENTOG ANTICASTRISTAS EN EL 
ESTRECHQ DE LA FLORIDA.

LA LEGISLACIQN, QUE ENDURECIO EL ANTIGUQ EMBARGO ECONOMICO 
DE ESTADOS UNIDQS CONTRA CUBA, APUNTA A AHUYENTAR A LOS 
INVERSIONISTAS EXTRANJEROS DE LA ISLA,

LA LEY HELMS-BURTON. CUBRE LOS ACTIUDS COMERCIALES 
CQNFISCADOS TANTO A ESTADGUNIDENBES COMO A CUBANQS QUE LUEGU 
ADOPTARON LA ClUDADANIA ESTADGUNIDENSE,

TRAS LLEGAR AL PQDER EN UNA REyOLUCION EN 1959, EL 
PRESIDENTE CUBANO, FIDEL CASTRO, NACIONALIZO LAS PROPIEDRDES 
DE CASI B.000 CIUDADANOG Y EMPRESAS ESTADOUNIDENSEG.

SEGUN CALCULOS DEL GOBIERNO DE ESTADOS UNIDOS, EGOS 
ACTIVDS VALDRIAN ACTULAMENTE UNOS 6.000 MILLONES DE DQLARES.

POR OTRA PARTE, CLINTON CONSIDERQ LA IMPORTANCIA QUE 
TIENEN LOS UOTQS DE LA CGMUNIDAD CUBANQ--AMERICANA Y 
ANTICASTRISTA DE LOG ESTADOS DE LA FLORIDA Y NEW JERSEY QUE 
PUDIERAN SER VITALES EN SOS ASPIRACIGNES DE RESULTAR REELECTQ 
EN LOS COMICIOS DE NOVIEMBRE.

"LO QUE HA HECHG CLINTON AHORA HA SIDO MEDIATIZAR LA 
SITUACIDN V QUITARSE EL PESO DE ENCIMA. NADIE UA A QUEDAR 
ABSOLUTAMENTE FELIZ NI NADIE 'JA A QUEDAR ABSOLUTAMENTE 
CONTENTO”, DUO PREZ.

“CLINTON, CONGISTEMTE EN SO CARACTERISTICA DE NO PERDERLAS 
TODAS POLITICAMEMTE, ENCQNTRO LA MANERA DE DEJAR ESTA DECISION 
PARA DESPUS DE LAS ELECCIONES", EXPRESQ.

SIN EMBARGO, PREZ SEAALQ DUE DE NINGUNA MANERA LA 
APLICACION DE LA LEY EN FORMA INMEDIATA LE HABRIA AGEGURADO A 
CLINTON LA VICTORIA ELECTORAL EN FLORIDA V NEW JERSEY.

LA COMUNIDAD CUBAND-AMERICANA EN ESTADOS UNIDOS ES 
MAYORITARIAMENTE REPUBLICANA Y DE TODAS MAMERAS VOTARA POR EL 
CANDIDATO DE ESE PARTIDO EN LAS ELECCIONES, EXPRESO.

pftRA RAYMUNDO RIVAPALACIO, ANAL.JSTA DEL DIARIO REFORMA DE 
MXICO, LA PROTESTA INTERNACIONAL FUE UN BUEN PRETEXTO PARA 
QLIE CLINTON TQMARA UNA DECISION A “MEDIAAGUA".

“A CLINTON LE CONVINO LA PRESION EUROPEA PARA NO APLICAR 
la ley HELMS BURTON", EXPRESO.

UNO DE LOS PRINCIPALE3 ASESORES DE CLINTON EN A3UNTQS DE 
SEGURIDAD NACIONAL, SANDY BERGER, DUO DUE ESTA SOLUCION 
DESALENTARA LAG INVERSIONES EXTRANJERAS EN CUBA V EVITARA 
REPRESALIAS DE GDBIERNOS AMIGOS.

“DE ESTA MANERA UT1LI2AMOS EL TITULO III NO COMO UNA MAZA, 
SIND COMO UNA PALANCA PARA LOGRAR LA DEMQCRACIA EN CUBA”,



POCQ ANTES DE HflCERSE EL PlNlJNCID QFTCIAL UN FlJNCIONARIO DE 
LA CftSft BLANCA HABIfi DICHO CUE LOS PAISES ALlfiDOS DEBERIAN 
SUSPENDER SUS PROPIftS REPRESALIftS CONTRA WASHINGTON.

"YQ DIRiA QUE LOS ALIADuS NO DEBERIAN PRECiPlTARSE hA 
JUZGAR PORDUE HAY UNA SUSPENSION DE SEIS MESES EN EFECTO",
DUO EL FUNCIONARIG.

EL EFECTQ INNEDIATO DE LA DECISION DE CLINTON NO PARECIO 
SER EL BUSCADO.

EN BRUSELAS LA UNION EURGPEA DUD QUE CONTINUA SUS PLANES 
DE TGMAR REPRESAlIAS SI ESTADQS UNIDQS APLICA LA LEY,

AUN CUANDO SE MANIFESTO COMPLACIDA POR LA SUSPENSION DE 
PARTE DE LA LEGISLACIQN, UN COMUNICADD DE LA UE DIG QUE SU 
NATURALEZA DE EXTRATERRITQRIALIDAD SE MANTIENE.

REUTER/ OJL EPK 1B43 GMT 
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UE MftNTENDRA REPRESALIAS CONTRA EELRJ PuR hlELNS-BURTDN

BRLISELAS, JUL lb (REUTER) - LA UNION EIJRQPEA MANTENDRA SUS 
PLANES DE TQNAR REPRESALIAB CONTRA LAB LEYES CQNERCIALES DE 
ESTADOS UNIDOS CONTRA CUBA, PESE A LA DECISION DEL PRESIDENTE 
BILL CLINTON DE SUSPENDER POR Al MENDS SEIS MESES LAS QUERELLA3 
legales contra EMPRESAS EXTRANJERAS.

EN UN CQMUNICADO EMITIDQ ESTE MARTES, LA UE INDICO DUE 
RUNQUE ESTABA COMPLACIDA CON LA DECISION DE WASHINGTON DE 
SUSPENDER LA APLICACIUN DE LA LEV HELMG-BURTON, AUN MANTIENE LA 
NATURALEZA EXTRATERRITORIAL DE LA LEGISLACION.

EL TEXTQ INDICO QUE LAS EMPRESAS EURDPEASS YA ESTAN 
SUF-RIENDO LOS EF'ECTOS DE LAS lEVES CONTRA CUBA V LA UE 
'■CGnTINUARA CDNblDERANDQ CON URGENCIA CUAL ES LA MEJQR i-QRMA DE 
DEFENDER SOS INTERESES".

EL LUNES, LOS MINISTROG DE RELACIONES EXTERIORES DE LA UE 
APROBARON UNA SERIE DE MEDIDAS QUE SERIAN CONSIDERADAS SI 
CLINTON NO ELIMINABA EL LLAMADO "TITULO III" DE LA LEY.

CLINTON NO USQ SU ADDER DE 7ET0, PERD SUSPENDIO POR AL MENOS 
SETS MESES LA POSIBILIDAD DE DOE UNA EMPRESA SEA DEMANDADA 
LEGALMENTE EN UN TRIBUNAL ESTADOUNIDENSE POR TONER VINCULOS CON 
CUBA.

REUTER/ CAF OJL iSAO GMT

SLS 14:44 07-16-96



L85&1REU3L
U I BC-CUBA~E£UU-ESPftHA 
CUBA-EEUU-ESPA«A

07-16 0669

ESPPfliA SPTISFECHA PQR Lft DECISION DE CLINTON SOBRE LEY HELMS

MADRID, JUL 16 (REUTER) - EL CANCILLER ESPAAOL M09TR0 HOY 
SU SATIBFACCION POR LA DECISION DEL PRESTDENTE ESTADOUNIDENSE 
DE PQSTERGAR HASTA FEBRERO LA ENTRADA EN yiGOR DEL CAPITULO 
MAS CDNFLICTIUO DE LA LEY HELMS BURTON CONTRA CUBA.

"DE MOMENTO HAY SEIS MESES POR DELANTE Y ESO ES UNA BUENA 
IMOTICIA," DUO EN RUEDA DE PRENSA ABEL MATUTES NADA MAS 
COnOCER LA DECISION DE CLINTON, QUE APLA2A LA PQBIBILIDAD DE 
DENUNCIAR ANTE LOS TRIBUNAlES A LAS EMPRESAS INUERSORAS EN 
CUBA.

"ESPERO QUE ESTE NUEMQ PLAZD DE SEIS MESES NOS PERMITIRA 
SEGUIR PRGFUNDIZANDO LAS RElACIDNES CON LA ADMINISTRACION DE 
ESTADOS UNIDOS PARA ENCONTRAR SOLUCIONES SATISFACTORIAS PARA 
TQD03," AFIRMO MATUTES.

ANTE LAS PRESIQNES CQNTRARIAS DEL EXILIQ CUBANO Y DE SUS 
ALIADOS EuRDPEOS Y AMERICANOS, EL PRESIDENTE BILL CLINTON HA 
ADOPTADO, EN EL ULTIMO DIA QUE TENIA PARA HACERLO UNA SOLUCION 
DE COMPROMISO, SEGUN FUENTES LEGISLATIl'AS,

CLINTON NO VETO LA ENTRADA EN VIGOR DEL DENOMINADD TITULO 
III DE LA LEY HELMS-BURTON, QUE SANCIONA A LAS EMPRESAS 
EXTRANJERAS INVERSORAS EN CUBA, PERU POSTERGO SU APLICACION A 
EFECTOS PRACTICOS.

"NO ES PARA TIRAR CQHETES PERO YO CREO QUE ... REPREBENTA 
UNA REACCION PQSITIVA DE LOS ESTADOS UNIDOS A LA ACTTTUD DE 
FIRMEZA CONSTRUCTTVA QUE DECIDIO TQMAR AYER (LUNES) LA UNION 
EUROPEA", DUO MATUTES.

SIN EMBARGO, LA UE EMITID UN COMUNICADQ £N SU BEDE EN 
BRUSELAS EN EL QUE DUO DUE AUNQUE EBTABA COMPLACIDA CON LA 
DECISION DE WASHINGTON DE SUSPENDER LA APLICACIUN DE LA LEY 
HELMS--BURTQN, AUN MANTIENE LA NATURALEZA EXTRATERRITORIAL DE 
LA LEGIBLACION.

EL TEXTO INDICQ QUE LAS EMPRESAS EUROPEAS YA ESTAN 
SUFRIENDO LOS EFECTOS DE LAS LEYES CONTRA CUBA Y LA UE 
"CCNTINUARA CCNBIDERANDQ CON URGENCIA COAL ES LA MEJOR FORMA 
DE DEFENDER SUS INTERESES".



WASHINGTON Hfl RECIBIDO CF>nTCAS FEROCIIS DE LA UNION 
EURO PE A, CANfiDfi V MXICD, QUE CONSIDER AN QUE LA LEY 
HELNS-BURTON ES EXTRATERRITORIAL Y YIQLA ACUERDGS CONERCiALES 
IMTERNACIONALES.

LA SUPRESIDN DE LISADOS A CIUDADANOS NORTEANERICANDS □ LA 
ElABGRACIQN DE UNA "LISTA NEGRA" DE EMPREGA3 ESTADOUNIDEnSES 
BON AL6UNAG DE LAS MEDIDAS DUE LA UE ANUNCIO PARA RESPONDER A 
LA CDMPLETA ENTRADA EN VIGOR DEL POLNICO CAPITULO III.

CLINTON PRGP1UL..6G LA CONTROVERTTDA LEV PARA ENDURECER EL 
EMBARGO ESTADOUNIDENSE CONTRA CUBA EN MARZO, PuCOG DIAB 
DESPUS DE QUE LA F-UERZA AEREA CUBANA DERRIBARA A DOS 
AVI0NETA3 DE EXILIADQS CUBANOS.

EL CAPITULO TERCERO AUTORIZA A EBTADOUNIDEnSES CUYAS 
PROPIEDADES FUERON CONFIBCADAS EN CUBA A DEMANDAR A LAS 
EM.PRESAS EXTRANJERAS DUE NEGOCIAN CON ELLAS.

"LA SUSPENSION DE LA ENTRADA EN VIGOR DE ESTE PELIGRQSO Y 
NEGATIVD CAPITULO HI NOS DA SEIS MESES PARA CONTINUAR ESA 
NEGOCIACICJN CON ESTADOS UNIDOS PARA EVITAR UNA CDNFRONTACION 
QUE SERIA PERJUDICIAL PARA TClDOS," DUO MATUTES.

VARIA3 ENPRESAS EXTRANJERAS HAN RECIBIDO YA ADVERTENCIAS 
PRQCEDENTES DE WASHINGTON, QUE AMENA2A INCLUSO CON RETIRAR EL 
VISADO A SUS DIRECTIVOS.

ESPAFiA ES EL PRINCIPAL IMVERSOR EN LA ISLA CARIBEAR Y LA 
HOTELERA SOL-NELIA HA SIDO YA ADVERTIDA POR ESTADOS UNIDOS.

EL PRESIDENTE DEL PARIIDO DENOCRATA-CRISTIANO, JOS 
IGNACIO RASCO, QUE SE ENTREVISTO HOY CON P1A I'UTES, TAMBIN 
RECIBIU CUN DPTINISNU LA DECISION DE WASHINGTON.

"ES UNA SOLUCION REALiSTA, INTELIGITNTE, POROUE EM ESTE 
PRQCESD SE PUEDE MEGGCIAR, ACOPLAR CIERTOS PROBLENAS QUE HA 
TRAIDD LA LEY Y A lO MEJOR HAY UNA SOLUCION SATISFACTORIA PARA 
TQDAS LAS PARTES," AFIRMQ RASCO.

"ES UN COMPAS DE ESPERA, TIENE ALGO DE SAlONONICO ESTA 
DECISION, PODRIA SER UN PRINCIPIO DE ENTENTE CORDIAL ENTRE LA 
UNION EUROPEA V LOS ESTADOS UNIDOS," DECLARO RASCO, QUE 
PERTENECE A UN SECTOR MODERADU DEL EXiLIU CUDANO.
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■a VE PREPARED a statement that 
I'm offering to President Clinton 
for delivery the next time that 

planes fly from Florida into Cuban air­
space and are shot down.

It’s free of charge, and maybe he 
won’t use it. But it is better than the stuff 
that his speeeh writers have been whip­
ping out for him.

m
My fellow Americans;
We have received word that another 

private airplane has been blasted out of 
the Cuban skies by Fidel Castro’s war­
planes. After examining the facts in this 
incident, I have decided what my 
response will be: I’m not going to do a 
darned thing. Nope. No further sanc­
tions, no expressions of outrage, and no 
urging the United Nations to pass some 
kind of blah-blah resolution.

And I’m sure as 
heck not going to get 
American military 
forces involved in 
this spat.

Frankly, as presi­
dent of the greatest 

ation in the history 
I the world, I have 
nore urgent stuff to 
vorry about than 
:ome Cubans in
vfiami who insist on________ _
flying where they
shouldn’t be flying and where they have
been repeatedly warned not to fly.

You want to ge* yourself killed, OK, 
that is your business. In my job, it’s one 
crisis after another. So I don’t need head- 
ines and TV yelling about how we have 
mother Cuban crisis. Especially when it 
really isn’t a crisis, no matter what the 
TV yuppers say.

For one thing, you have no right to 
violate Cuba’s airspace. I don’t c^re 
what kind of villain you think Castro is, 
or how noble you consider your cause to 
be. Under international law, it is his

country’s airspace, and he has the right 
to warn you to keep out. And if you 
don’t keep out — boom — you could be 
shark lunch.

For another thing, you are violating 
America’s laws when you do it. Our 
government sets our foreign policy; you 
don’t. That’s why we have been quietly 
warning you, over and over again, to 
knock it off. Now, 1 fully realize how

ROYKO

passionately the Cuban community in 
South Florida feels about Castro running 
what used to be their country.

Every presidential candidate fully 
realizes how you feel. We’d be stupid if 
we didn’t, because we want your Florida 
votes and your hefty campaign contribu­
tions. That’s why every presidential can­
didate for the last 35 years has pandered 
to you so shamelessly. And that’s why 
we keep all these anti-Castro laws on the 
books, which make it almost impossible 
to establish anything resembling normal 
relations with Cuba.

Think about that. We had history’s 
most terrible war with Germany, Japan, 
and — to a much lesser extent — with 
laid-back Italy. Now we’re all pals.

We had another terrible war with 
Vietnam. Now we are shaking hands, 
making up and doing business with 
Vietnam.

Let us not forget China, with which 
we fought a bloody war in Korea. China 
is still a commie country, but we do 
business with it eveiy day.

We’ve been shaking hands and mak­
ing up with all kinds of former enemies 
all over the world, which is good, 
because doing business sure beats count­
ing body bags. But who do we still treat 
like our most dreaded enemy? A puny 
island with a tired government and a fee­
ble economy that isn’t a threat to us or 
anyone else.

Why? Because hot-blooded members 
of the Cuban community in Florida want 
to bring back their good old days in 
Havana and expect the rest of us to go 
along with their mini-civil war.

I can understand that. Many of you 
had it very good in Cuba before Castro 
and his grass-roots revolutionaries took 
over in 1959. Many of you, or your 
elders, prospered as part of the wealthy 
class that supported Fulgencio Batista, 
the tinhorn dictator who ran the country.

With Batista — with his graft, corrup­
tion, gambling, prostitution, and police 
death squads to murder those who dared 
speak up — there was something for 
everyone, from the American Mafia to 
the big sugar eompanies to the elite class 
of Cubans. Something for everyonq but 
the peasant class in the sugar fields and 
the students who challenged the evil that 
they saw. Ah, the good old days.

So when Batista grabbed his millions 
and ran to save his hide, so did many qf 
those who are now living comfortably in 
Miami while plotting somehow to over­
throw Fidel. Well, plot away. And 
maybe some day they’ll pull it off, 
although I doubt it. More likely, the pas­
sage of time, Fidel’s old age, and a ratio­
nal foreign policy will bring Cuba into 
the mainstream.

But, please, don’t expect the U.S. 
president and 250 million other Ameri­
cans to get hysterical every time you pull 
some headline-grabbing stunt such as the 
airspace caper.

Imagine this: What if residents of the 
Chinatowns of San Francisco, New 
York, Los Angeles, and Chicago got a 
fleet of little airplanes and started buzz­
ing into the airspace of China and were 
shot down? You think that I’d announce 
that we weren’t going to buy any more 
cheap alarm clocks from China or sell 
them any more expensive computers? •

No, the pilots of the little planes 
would be viewed as crazies. And I’d be 
just as crazy to support them.

So now you will declare me an enemy 
of freedom, you won’t vote for me, and 
I’ll probably lose Florida. Which is why 
that columnist in Chicago is nuts if he 
thinks that I’ll give this speech.

© 1996 Tribune Media Services
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O n the theory 
I that no subs^ 

'V-#' quent sin is 
quite as damnable as 
original sin, President 
Clinton did the nghi 
thing by suspending 
implemenuiion of 
Tide 111 of the onerous

MARlHAMlgGRpVE

slips the snare
Congress

lElMSaURTON WUVUI S.SfSm
postponmgpcnwncs ju causeas&st U.S. allies, hut this u.s. allies -- Ouj-

won’t dis«t>pe«. 2i^ ofto
~ European Union — to

__on

KSEs.uSh.wTnwcve. ^‘S““«SSw«Wb’S- 
from some Democrats, wd a lessening SuopcMUniSiwas wdyto
(at least icmporardy) of =»"6«?r amo^ SSiS^SSu-S. firms and 
U.S. allies upon '>'ho« sovereip ngts rmiiaic ^ 
the biU’s exiratcmtonal reach intrudes. tiv«

■rtc president ^o^^n’t have been of the U.S of
pickling in this sc‘f-‘>rc'^cd bnne, of S^no. m
Mursc, had he not revereed himKlf prop^y^^ P j^^g^fons to offset
(again) and signed the Ml opposing March 12. 1998.it ^m its inception. That was his onp ■ lawsuits by ciban
nal -‘sin.” He commuted n fjer ^ J*j;jo were Cuban citizens,
MiCs shot down ‘^9 iSt l??ciiizens, when Castro took their
ers to the Rescue civilian planw m mw- nrt U.b^c ^
national airspace near Ha vana on Feb. propc . i will be first
24. killing four crewmen. ^ ^ Constitution does

This newspaper has not cov^acu committed by a sovertignits inception the U-S. emba^o s PJ>hiM goteniment against its own ciii-
tion on Amenan compani« and incT^ teSwry. ,
viduals doing business v uh Cuba In “^®“ronstiiution is reasonably ,

Brothers to the Rescue fliers on Feb. 24, galactic reach.
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Clinton y la Ley Helms-Burtoni/
l.s dccislrn 

(Id (lifJldCnlr 
Bltl CUniun Je 
impnner unn 
iiiyialuila ck 

mcKCK ii Li 
piicitn eti vigor 
ijfl Titulo 111 dr 
la Ley Hclrm;- 
lliirmn ([jiic Ic 
olory,a el (.loic- 

cno » riiidedanna nnrtcLmerica 
noe lie demaiwliu «ii lubunales dr 
r.arsrton Unidoa Q personas d 

flue tratiqurn con pro- 
pledodes que les fueran

|H
!S8S

Una vez mas, el Presidente opta por una 
solucinn que muestra su car&ctev vacilante, 
sin complacera casi nadie.

rt nrimrrns por cl flCUUl 
gubieiiiu ill« Cuba) ha pi ovocadr 
loa tcDCClones adversaa quc eiwn
de rjpr.rnr ilc Ifk politiccvi rcpii 
bliuanus v Uu la coiminidrd 
cubana exllioda, sin quc lopraiu 
desartiviir Ini ccOuMfi y amcnociis 
lie repreaalia!! do las potrnci?' 
cxtranjcms que se oponcn abiei - 
laiiiewe a la eirrocion dr rsia Icy.

Una vea ma*, d presidenlr 
Clinton npto por una soluoibn
aaloinOi'iica que ponr rn r vidcn- 
Cla su caricrur vadlauie sin oomi> 
plncor a casi nadic. A pocos 
ineset de las elecciones, la acrn- 
tuacldn de este rasgo dd mand<i- 
tjni? nn c» pncrisamcntc unn curtU 
de InuiiTu paia sacarla a reriinr 
El resuliado neto de eu auuiun, ul 
tnenos a corlo pla^n, nt> parctc 
favurable para d Picsidente, m 
pure la “polltica" norteamcrl- 
cana hacia l.uKs

Moratarle poeHieu
Sin cmhurgiv juzendo con mis

delfllillllCnlC. pOdris n-r qm- cil;i
dilacidn —dc .seis niuses o
inclnso dr mas ticnipn...tcrmhio
pur ubrai en la>‘Ui de ess pcilitica, 
ns: como de los imerc.scs dc liir 
cubanof del rvilio quc hoy .sc 
eienten catarados, o at mcuos dos- 
ilusionndns. por la aceidn prcsi- 
tlencial. Ln nn opinion, csin 
moraluria dc Li Lev Hdius-Bui- 
lon rcsulta posiilva en dos senti- 
dos.

Pui uiij (jaitc. le coniu-dr ii 
goblemo notlcamuricano uii «s|iu- 
e.io fi.sicci y polilico para llcgar a 
alMuii acueido con sui .nlmdos 
sobre la dchailhic cucsiiun dc Lis 
invcrsinncs cxtrnnjcrns cn Cuba.

cspeelftlmenie en cmprcsus o 
leirenoi cont'isc.idoi por cl rcfi- 
men de Castro. Es decii. ubliga 
bjjo ainrnaTS y cn iin ticmpo 
relaiivanienie brew, a flut; palses 
oonso Cnnarts. Mexico y lOS 
iniviiibios de la UniOn Luicpes 
ohundoficn su rradicional indife- 
iciicia haem cl drspotloo rcfimcn 
de L,t Hahana. Pueslu que >u> 
rHarioncs comcrcialcs C(3n Esia 
dos Uiiidvs cstan en .luego. y 
pucsio que cs de suponc'r que una 

dr miilua.s rcpi'csfilin.s no 
sc.i del imeies dc ujdic. es piede- 
rihic quc umiii y oiros iraiarin de 
lle^ai a ml acueido y que rsir. 
neuerdo set'A. necesariamente, cn 
iicijuicici de Lastro. I.s dorir, la 
Ley Helms Bunon y la deniuradai 
op|i,“;u:idn I'lr su Tituln 111, cnnlri- 
buii'in, coinu ulu.quua ulia iccidi'i 
nononmcricanu en el pnsado. 3 la 
busqueJj dr ana estiategu global 
consra 1(1 iir.inla cuhana.

I’o!- olra parte, cl quo un grupO 
de ciuiLidanus usuicau'ici'icanos 
liamnificcdos por cca tiranlo no 
lcn.ua la oporti'nidoH —,il mrno.s 
ahora nii.snio— de deiiiaiiOai a 
companias n indiviriuos extmnjc 
lus iiue cciupiau ij iialican con 
pmplcdudC:! quo les t'ueran con- 
risc.idiis en l.ulia pucdi' Irncr 
laiiihiOn un cl’cclu iK'liiica (lusi. 
livo cirsdc cl piinm dc vista do la 
ciimuiiidad ewbiuu cxiliada. 
Afirino c.sio piirquc oiias quere
Mas judicaalcS fluC ilmpjra el
Tilulo III dc In Ley Helms Burton
c> luuy diiicil que pudirran rr.sol- 
voi'sc on los tribunalus, uumo ya 
alpuniK rxpr.rins han llcgndtr a 
rccoiK>cei, siuM uus bici; on aire- 
glna cxlruiudiciuics CUyo retul 
lado Iicki 4Ciia —en un gran
niimoi’O de enso— cl aveni-
inirnln tic Itts propirtarios Icgiti- 
nws u uw|iliu una cuiui,ieusaclOu 
uuiiicmriu dc pone do los compa 
I'iias quo ya usufiuctuan sus bie- 
nc;i cn Cuba, Ec dccir. un arreglo

lueicauiil flue coutribuiria a leg’- 
timsr cl dcapojo dc loO propieta- 
riv>s cubanos tius de UeS dOcadas 
despurS —nunqiir muchos de 
ellos, por no ser ciudadauos iiui- 
Ita.iiciicaiios, o per fairs tic 
rccursos, no lendrian derecho a 
demauUai a aadie y, en consr- 
luicncin, sc quedarian ol morgen 
del litigio V las wuipeusiciones.

mestubilidad polftiea
Los que pieretidius que se 

manrrn^a In incstabilidad polilica 
del regimen de Caaiio Jebcincss 
alegrernns dr .quc no cxista cstc 
expediente legal, quo poiWa tlet- 
emUicar en la practice majiva dr 
arrcelos cxtitjudiclales paracon- 
aoliJai laa iiiv'eisioucs cubanai de 
un griipo dc cmprcaarioa nvcmu 
reros y, dc pasu, legilimai UiJia- 
niente tins rrrion politioa del ras- 
trlsmo.

No soy dc Ins quc crcc quc lo 
Ley Helrns-Bunon. pisr ahuyeiilar 
de Cube e elcunos invorsionistas, 
conslga el Benumbe del caj- 
iiisuio. Atirmar estc ea desconcn 
ccr la natumlezQ y el modus ope 
iwuli de lu flue va es la tirania 
nui.s larpa dc c.stc cnr.tinenie, que 
estaria dispuesla a leaislii piiva- 
cionea aun mayorcs de las quc 
pudleran derivwse del cumpIL- 
mieiilu iuinediato de esta ley. bin 
rmharjn. Id Ley Helms Burton y 
el debale iiileiuaoioiial quc- Je ella 
sr. dr.riva y qiio llcvfl al prcsidcnte 
Clinton a Bu aeciun de csta 
semana. pueden rontribiiir dccisi- 
vomente. aunque muchua no lo 
wean asi lioy. ? mayor con- 
cienolo Iniemacional del anaeid- 
iiicy icftiineii de 1 idel (.'a.stro, y 
dc lu neccsldad de su remouiOn.

VkmitL- fcAeil/ is esciilorypmn- 
dlsia ciibanc.
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£e Clinton to Disallow Suits
By Thomas W. Lippman

Washington Post Staff Writer

With the decision deadline approaching 
fast, some of the nation’s biggest and most 
influential business organizations have urged 
President Clinton to waive enforcement of 
one of the most controversial parts of the 
new law aimed at tightening the economic 
noose around Cuba.

The prowsion, Title III of the law known 
as the Helms-Burton Act, would allow U.S. 
citizens—including Cuban Americans who 
were not U.S. citizens when Fidel Castro 
came to power on the island—to sue foreign 
organizations in U.S. courts if they ‘traffic” 
in seized property to which the Americans 
have a claim. Clinton must decide by July 15 
whether to allow tlie controversial measure 
to take effect.

Major U.S. allies and trading partners, in­
cluding Canada and the European Union, ob­
ject strongly to the measure, which, in their 
view, is an effort to force them to comply 
with a U.S. policy toward Cuba that they do 
not support. But consert'ative politicians in 
this country—and many Cuban Americans in 
politically crucial Florida—favor the meas­
ure, which they see as a potential campaign 
issue this fall if Clinton decides to waive it.

The National Association of Manufactur­
ers, the U.S. Chamber of Commerce, the 
National Foreign Trade Council and other 
groups told the president that enforcement 
of the measure would jeopardize U.S. eco­
nomic interests abroad, invite retaliation and 
fail to accomplish its stated purpose.

“As an aggressive promoter of U.S. inter­
ests abroad, you shc ild be the first to recog­
nize what is at stak ', ’ NAM president Jerry

J. Jasinowski wrote Clinton. “The NAM 
strongly urges you to waive Title IH of the 
Helms-Burton act."

The other groups, in a separate letter, 
said that many of their members “had prop­
erty in Cuba that was expropriated by the 
Castro regime. Yet many of these companies 
... do not believe that Title III brings them 
closer to a resolution of these claims. To the 
contrary. Title III complicates the prospect 
of recovery and threatens to deluge the fed­
eral judiciary with hundreds of thousands of 
lawsuits.”

They also said it would invite retaliation 
against U.S. companies abroad and “drive a 
wedge between the United States and our 
democratic allies that would significantly hin­
der any future multilateral efforts to encour­
age democracy in Cuba."

Opposition is widespread among U.S. cor-
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Over Seized Property in Gnba
porations that do business abroad, according 
to Robert L. Muse, a Washin^n lawyer 
who represents several of them, ^e as mm- 
tinational corporations are the beneficiaries 
of international law. Therefore we oppose 
any breaches of that body of law such as are
contained in Helms-Burton,” he ^d.

He and other critics of Hehns-Burton have 
also suggested it may be unconstitutional, 
because it confers on U.S. citizens bom m 
Cuba legal rights unavailable to those bom m 
Vietnam, Iran or other countries where a 
hostile regime took power and confiscated
^^'^^^late February, the administration 

shared those sentiments and the president 
was prepared to veto Helms-Burton, nam^ 
for its chief sponsors. Sen. Jes^ Helms (R- 
N.C.) and Rep. Dan Burton (R-Ind.). But af­
ter Cuban warplanes shot down two small

airaaft operated by a Miami-based Cubm 
exile group, Brothers to the Rescue, the sd* 
ministration switched overnight to support
of the bill. .

The administration has begun implement­
ing a section of Helms-Burton that bar|en- 
try into the United States of executives pom 
companies that invest in Cuba. |

Title ni goes into effect unless CDnton 
suspends it by July 15. The president and his 
advisers have given few if any signals of 
intentions. One White House oM said he 
expects an “eleventh-hour decision.”

Helms, to apply a little political heat of his ; 
own, plans a speech here Tuesday m which 
he will “explain why it is vital that this inte- 

il provision of the law be implemented and 
breed,” his office announced. Hm platform 

be a conference on Helms;Burton spoo- 
by Pat Robertson’s Regent Univer^.

CLINTON LIBRARY PHOTOCOPY



Clinton please on the Helms-Burton decision?
for six months. If he does nothing, it 
automatically takes effect on Tuesday.

There are strong arguments in favor 
of granting the extension, the para­
mount being that it would represent an 
accommodation to the coneems of our 
allies, a group that includes Canada, 
Mexico, Japan, Great Britain, France, 
Germany, Italy, Spain, all the countries 
of the Caribbean and Latin America.

These countries have complained 
that the United States has no right to 
punish their corporations that do busi­
ness in Cuba. They point out that the 
United States complained when Arab 
countries told American companies they 
couldn’t do business with them if they 
also did business with Israel.

Many critics of the Helms-Burton law 
have blamed its implementation on the 
supposed political clout of Miami’s 
Cuban-American voters. Clinton him­
self stands accused of political pander­
ing by agreeing to sign the measure after 
Cuban MiGs shot down the two 
unarmed Brothers to the Rescue planes 
in the Florida Straits last February.

This reasoning holds that Clinton 
would rather try for Cuban-American 
votes, which historically go heavily 
Republican, than maintain the status 
quo w'ith the world trading community.

Nonsense.
The fact of the matter is that Clinton 

has little to gain politically by letting the 
law take effect. From a purely mathe­

matical standpoint, the Cuban-Ameri­
can community’s votes don’t count for 
enough in a presidential election to war­
rant serious pandering, especially by a 
Democrat.

That may sound harsh, but it’s true.
By most measures, Cuban Americans 

will, cast about 4 percent of the votes in 
Florida on Nov. 5. Probably three out of 
four of those Cuban Americans will 
reflexively go to the Republican candi­
date. To this group, it doesn't matter 
what Clinton does with Helms-Burton 
or any other matter affecting Cuba. 
They’ll find a reason to vote against 
him.

“We already expect him to imple­
ment it,’’ state Sen. Alberto Gutman 
told me last week, “so he won’t get any 
more points for doing it.”

That leaves just 1 percent of the Flor­
ida total vote even open to Clinton’s 
appeal. This is the only group he risks 
alienating if he pulls the plug on Helms- 
Burton. And in reality, only a portion of 
them would actually leave and cast their 
ballots for Bob Dole.

These are numbers not worth fighting 
over — and certainly not worth precipi­
tating an international crisis over.

So why will Clinton ignore diplo­
matic niceties and stick with the law?

1 think there are several factors at 
work here. For starters, Clinton’s antip­
athy tow'ard Fidel Castro is longstand­
ing.

In 1980, w'hen Clinton w'as at the end 
of his first term as Arkansas’ governor, 
Castro instigated the Mariel boatlift. 
Many of Cuba’s worst criminals ended 
up in Fort Chaffee, Ark., and promptly 
rioted.

Clinton was defeated for re-election, 
in large part because his opponent sad­
dled him with the blame for the melee. 
Clinton blamed the riot — and political 
humiliation — on Castro and now 
doesn’t hesitate to deliver paybacks.

Many also overlook the fact that as a 
candidate in 1992, Clinton embraced a 
predecessor to the Helms-Burton bill 
even before then-President George Bush 
did. And they fail to appreciate that 
Clinton has personal experience with 
the pain of Cuban exiles through his 
sister-in-law, Maria Arias Rodham.

But even beyond all that, the critics 
miss the most important point: Clinton 
believes that this is good policy. And I 
use the word good in the moral sense.

Punishing corporations that trade 
with Cuba is, quite simply, the right 
thing to do in Clinton’s mind.

This isn’t just conjecture on my part. 
The president defended his backing of 
the Helms-Burton law during his trip to 
Miami on April 29 to speak at a party 
fund-raiser. His comments drew little 
notice at the time because they 
amounted to an aside in an otherwise 
lengthy address touting his administra­
tion's achievements.

But, in explaining why he signed the 
Helms-Burton bill, he outlined a philos­
ophy of using national power — eco­
nomic and military — to achieve a 
moral outcome in other countries. Here 
are his words:

“What we do now' in this critical 
period coming out of the Cold War and 
moving into a global economy and a 
global society will have a profound 
impact on w'hether other great countries 
stand up for peace and freedom, 
whether other great countries define 
their greatness in terms of whether they 
can help people live their own 
lives. ...”

Clinton said the United States is 
uniquely positioned to exercise this sort 
of moralistic imperialism because “no 
one believes we wish to dominate any­
one.”

Of course if by strangling Cuban 
investment Clinton collects a few more 
votes from Cuban Americans this fall, 
that’s a political reward he’ll happily 
take. But that isn’t what this is about.

Foreign corporations and their gov­
ernments may scream and shout about 
their unfettered right to invest in Cuba. 
But Clinton seems utterly determined to 
remind them of a higher moral duty to 
work for freedom against oppression.

No-brainer.

Tom Fiedler's column also appears on 
Thursdays on the Viewpoints pat^e.

CLINTON LIBRARY PHOTOCOPY
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CLINTON SIGUE
GANANDO PUNTOS EN ENCUESTAS

El presidente Clin­
ton ha estado ganan- 
do puntos con la 
comunidad cubanoa- 
mericana ultimamen- 
te por sus decisiones 
de firmeza en la Ley 
Helms-Burton. Las 
cartas de aviso a los 
comerciantes que 
estan traficando con 
propiedades robadas 
ya han sido enviadas 
y las que les avisan, 
ademas, de la nega- 
cion de visas de 
entrada a Estados 
Unidos. Existe un 
plazo e espera de 45 
dias para la aplica- 
cion de las sancio-

Si hacemos un 
analisis sereno y sin 
sospechas, podremos 
comprobar, que 
Clinton ha hecho 
mas por la libertad 
de Cuba que la 
mayon'a de los 
presidentes republi- 
canos que han pasa- 
do por la Casa 
Blanca.

No obstante, en la 
comunidad cubanoa- 
mericana se sigue 
una poliza de des- 
contianza hasta que 
pasen las elecciones 
y poder comprobar, 
si gana Clinton, que 
sucede entonces.

nes. Por Mercetles l orres

PENSAMIENTOS
de Emilio Cabrera

La moral regresard al mundo cuando nos 
convenzamos de que el cambio que necesitamos 
no es hacia el Juturo. Es haem el pasado.

By Ruth Fremsc

♦ ♦ ♦ ♦
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CLINTON launches CAMPAIGN TO PRESSURE CASTRO ON DEMOCRACY

(Will soon name special envoy co coordinate drive) (800)
By Alexander M. Sullivan 
USIA White House Correspondent
Washington -- President Clinton is launching an international campaign 
to pressure Fidel Castro into moving toward democracy and a better 
life for Cubans.

The president will soon name a special envoy to coordinate the drive, 
and, using the possibility of damage suits against some foreign ^ 
companies doing business in Cuba, will try to persuade other nations 
to -join the United States in driving Havana aiong the path of "
political and economic retorm.----------------------------------------------

"The time has come,” Clinton said in a written statement announcing 
hiD decision on implementing Title 111 of Che Helms-Burton Act, "for 
our allies cind friends to do more -- to join us in taking concrete 
Steps to promote democracy in Cuba."

0

The president said ha will allow the provisions of Title III "to come 
into force. As a result all companies doing business in Cuba are 
hereby on notice that by trafficking in expropriated American 
property, they face the prospect of lawsuits and significant liability 
in Che United States." The law allows suit in U.S. courts against 
firms owning or operating property confiscated by the Castro regime 
since it seized power in 1959.

But Clinton suspended for six months the right of U.S. nationals to 
actually file suit; they may prepare legal docijments and cake other 
measures short of suing, however. Clinton said he will use the period 
■to build support from the international community on a series of 
steps to promote democracy in Cuba," and when it has ended, he said he 
will evaluate the results of the drive and determine whether to extend 
the suspension for a second six-month period, or to end it.

<yTuiJ

"Our allies and friends," he said, "will have a strong incentive to /J a
make progress because, with Title III in effect, liability will be (/J /)
est^lished irreversibly during the suspension period and suits could 
be brought immediately when the suspension is lifted. And for that j ^ ^ A 
ye2ry reason, foreign companies will have a strong incentive to 
immediately cease trafficking in expropriated property -- the only 
sure way to avoid future lawsuits."

Republican Senator Jesse Helms, principal sponsor of the legislation 
assailed Clinton's action, calling it "all talk and no substance." He 
accused Clinton of capitulating to Castro and foreign business 
interests in suspending the right co sue, but pledged "the law will , 
not be mitigated by the president's lack of courage." c

Sandy Berger, Clinton's deputy national security adviser, told 
reporters the president's purpose was to "use the leverage" of Title 
III "in the mo.st efficient manner to promote fundamental change in 
Cuba." He called the tool "not a sledgehammer but a lever."

rr

He said the administration and Clinton's special envoy "will work 
vigorously! with U.S. allies "to build suoi3ort_ffir a seriea of Rtena 
to promote democracy in Cuba. We“ will make a serious aood Fh-i hVPeffni't- 
with the allies and we'^ilT" see whether they will make a serious 
effort with us. They know that as they make that serious effort, 
liability is accruing."

Berger contended Clinton "substantially increases" U.S. "credibility" 
with the allies by suspending the right to file suit. The aim, he 
explained, "is to gen them to join us in building a broader coalition 
for democracy in Cuba."
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He said uhe law defines "trafficking™ in confiscated property in broad 
terms and could be interpreted to inpute liability not only to ovnoers 
of expropriated property but to firms who supply them with goods or 
services, or who otherwise mainrain a business relationship.

Berger said the Clinton step could induce foreign companies "to cease 
trafficking in expropriated properties since they will live under the 
constant threat of future lawsuits. The only way in which thay Ccui be 
assured the suspension would not end is by ceasing to invest and to 
traffick in confiscated property."

Peter Tamoff, tinder secretary of state, said Clinton's action is 
:mtended to focus attention of Cuba, not on recrimination ^Between 
Washington and its allies. He said the disagreement among allies had 
"overshadowed our shared goals" of promoting_fundamental change in 
Cuba. "These disagreements," he explained.! "had the potentiax to 
prevent any real cooperation between ourselves and major countries 
around the world around the question of bringing about democratic 
reform in Cuba." He said Washington now "has new ways to combine and 
increase our collective ability to promote ehange~Ofl 'the island.
Berger told a questioner the companies potentially affected by u.s. 
lawsuits unless they divest themselves of expropriated property "have 
ample lawyers to figure out how to comply in a way in which they will 
not have a surviving liability."
NHNN
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Clinton slips the snare
✓“V n the theory 
I I that DO subse*
V/ quent sin is 
quite as damnable as 
original sin, President 
Qinton did the right 
thing by suspending 
implementation of 
Title HI of the onerous 
Helms-Burton Act for 
six months. Title 111 allows U.S. citizens 
whose Cuban properties the Castro 
regime confiscated to sue, in federal 
court, foreigners who “traffic” in those 
properties.

Mr. Clinton’s announcement on 
Tuesday brought him scathing rebuke 
from Republicans, unhappy regrets even 
from some Democrats, and a lessening 
(at least temporarily) of anger among 
U.S. allies upon whose sovereign rights 
the bill’s extraterritorial reach intrudes;

The president wouldn’t have been 
pickling in this self-brewed brine, of 
course, had he not reversed himself 
(a^n) and signed the bill after opposing 
it from its inception. That was his origi­
nal “sin.” He committed it after Cuban 
MiGs shot down two unarmed of Broth­
ers to the Rescue civilian planes in inter­
national airspace near Havana on Feb. 
24, killing four crewmen.

This newspaper has supported from 
its inception the U.S. emb^o’s prohibi­
tion on American companies and indi­
viduals doing business with Cuba. In 
fact, we supported the Senate version of 
Helms-Burton after the troublesome 
Title III was removed from it. But after 
Cuba’s calculated murder of the four 
Brothers to the Rescue fliers on Feb. 24,

HElMS^URTIlll NUVER
He gains time 

postroningpenalties 
against U.S. ^es, btit this 

trap won’t disappear.

Congress passed the 
House version, which 
contained Title III.

President Clinton 
knew full well that 
Title III would cause 
key U.S. allies — Can­
ada. Mexico, and Brit­
ain and the rest of the 
Europe Union — to 

yowl in protest against its intrusion on 
their sovereijoi rights. Yet the president 
signed the bill anyway.

Mistaken judgment, big time, for two 
reasons. The United States has every 
right to bar its citizens and companies 
from doing business in Cuba. It has no 
right to tell other, equally sovereim gov­
ernments with whom they may oO busi­
ness. The European Union was ready to 
retaliate against U.S. firms and execu­
tives doing business in Europe bad Title 
III taken effect.

Second, many of the U.S. owners of 
property expropriated by Cuba have 
taken income-tax deductions to offset 
the loss. Worse, after March 12, 1998, 
the bill permits lawsuits by Cuban 
Americans who were Cuban citizens, 
not U.S. citizens, when Castro took their 
property. It will be interesting to see 
which U.S. appellate court will be first 
to rule that the U.S. Constitution does 
not cover acts committed by a soverei^ 
foreign government against its own citi­
zens outside U.S. temtory.

The Constitution is reasonably elas­
tic, but it woirt stretch that far. But 
President Clinton’s resolve on this mat­
ter ... well, that’s elasticity of inter- 
galactic reach.
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Aliadosde 

EU preparan 

ataque contra 

Ley Helms
Posteigadon no 

calmo los animos
Por CYNTHIA CORZO 
KeJaetora de El ffuevo Htrald

Apenas aliviados por la inoratoria 
norteamericana a las demand^ contra 
companfas extranjeras que operan en 
Cuba, palses aliados de ^tados Unidos 
avanzan en la creacidn de medidas para 
contrairestar los efectos de la Ley 
Helms-Burton y penalizar a Washing­
ton.

La reciente poster^acidn, por parte 
del presidente Bill CLnton. de la clau­
sula mis controversial de la ley, la cual 
pemiite demandar a companlas extran­
jeras que comercien con propiedades 
conflscadas en Cuba, no parece haber 
bastado para disipar la nube de crfticas 
que rodea el asunto.

“Positiva pero insuficiente”, dijo sir 
Leon Brittan, comisario de Comercio de 
la Unidn Europea.

Los gobiemos de Europa, que habian 
amenazado con represalias contunden- 
tes, no disimularon su alivio por la pos- 
tergacidn, aunque no es lo que ellos que- 
rlan: la abolicidn de la ley.

“Es una buena noticia pero no es para 
tirar cohclcs”, dijo Abel Matures, minis- 
tro de Retaciones Exteriores de Espaha.

La Comisidn Europea expresd preo- 
cupacidn porque, a pesar de la posterga- 
ci6n, las cmpresas extranjeras serin res-



uc UOUW3 jr pCIJUlCIUS UniC iOSciudadanos estadounidenses a partir del 
1 ro. de noviembre.

La puesta en vigor del Artlculo III de 
la ley permite que el Iro. de noviembre, 
los reclaniantes notifiquen a las empre- 
sas extranjeras que, si no se retiran en 30 
dfas, los danos a pagar podrian aumen- 
tar, hasta trcs veccs el valor de la propie- 
dad.

El ministro italiano de Coraercio 
Exterior, Augusto Fantozzi, senald que 
aplazar la Ley Helms-Burton “demues-

VEA HELMS-BURTON, 12A



sus aliados vigilar derechos humanos en Cuba
~ Dada la postergaci6n del Arti- 

culo IK, al menos el visado de 
cs enirada y la lista negra podrian 
;n quedar pendieDtes hasLa nuevo 

aviso.
te La medida faclible es la 
la presenlacidn de una legislacion, 
u- que neutralice las repercusiooes 
;y exiraterritoriales de la Ley 
le Helms-Burton, la cual tendria 
•n que ser adoptada por cada mieni- 
)s bro de la UE.

“El riesgo real permanece, can- 
i- tinuaremos provey6ndoaos con 
IS medidas oecesarias para defen- 
>r der nueslros intereses”, dijo 
n Pcler Guilford, portavoz de la 

Comisidn Europea.
IS Espana asegura estar lista. Fun- 
I- cionarios gubemaraentales infor-
a maron que el proyecto de ley 
iS suyo esti pricticamente prepa- 
I- rado.
s Dcsde Madrid se unid a las cri- 
s licas la voz de Eloy Gutidrrez 
a Menoyo, dirigente del grupo 

moderado de exiliados Camhio 
1- Cubano, que aboga por el levati- 
e lamiento del embargo a Cuba.
B “Es una solucidn de poner un
- parche, no rcsuelve lo fundamen-
- lal, que es que la Ley Helras-Bur- 
r ton es una ley injerencista, de U 
e 6poca de las cavemas”, dijo 
$ Menoyo, que se reunid el mi^rco- 
■ les con Matutes.
i Agregd que la ley no sdlo pegu-
- dica directamente a la poblacidn 
) cubana sino podiia provocar un

endurecimiento del edgimen cas-

trista, que daria al iraste con el 
acuerdo migralorio firrtiado con 
Estados Umdos.

i*H Helms-Burton apriela 
a 11 tniUones de cubanos que no 
lienen nada que ver con el sis- 
tema imperanle", dijo Menoyo, 

Mdxico lamenid la dedsidn de 
poner en vigor la ley, al advertir 
que, por el cardeter temporal de 
la suspensidn de las demandas, 
su gobiemo “se reserva el dere- 
cho a lomar lodas las medidas. 
Intemas e intemacionales, necc- 
sarias para defender los intereses 
tanto de las empresas mexicanas 
eomo de sus nacionales", afirmo 
en un comunicado la cancillerfa 
azteca.

Hasia en el Lejano Oriente 
bubo repercusiones con respecto 
a la Ley Helms-Burton y la pos- 
tergacidn del Articulo III. Viet­
nam, a quien Estados Unidos 
exiraid de sanciones econdmicas 
que esluvieron en pie dos ddea- 
das, se unid al coro de crlticas.

Japdn, uno de los socios 
comerciales mds importanles de 
Estados Unidos, advirtid ()ue la 
ley sigue siendo un arma violato- 
ria de la ley intemacional.

En Bangkok, un funcionario 
canadiense instd a Washington a 
unirse a su pais en los esiberzos 
por cambiar el comunismo 
cubano, pero sin amenazar a La 
Habana con sanciones.

“Lo basico es que la Ley 
Helms-Burton es una mala legis-

lacidn y que se deberian reformar 
o elirainar algunas de sus disposi- 
ciones”, dijo Lloyd Axworthy, 
ministro de Asuntos Exteriores, 
que agregd que estd complacido 
por la dedsidn de Ginton de pos- 
lergar las demandas.

Mientras los palses aliados se 
preparan para arremeter contra 
la Ley Helms-Burton, Washing­
ton los instd a adoplar medidas 
concretas para aumentar la pre- 
sidn sobre el gobiemo de Cuba e 
iniciar el camino hacia la demo- 
cratizacidn de la isla.

Nicholas Bums, portavoz del 
Departamenlo de Estado, explicd 
que se ha pedido a los gobiemos 
aliados que establezcan grupos 
de vigilancia de derechos huma­
nos en Cuba, que envien sola- 
mente ayuda humanitaria y que 
pongan en marcha un sistema de 
resincciones comerciales similar 
al impuesto contra Suddfrica.

“Necesitaraos lograr q^ue nues­
lros aliados europeos, Canada y 
Mdxioo, se involucren rads en el 
esfuerzo de promover la demo- 
cracia y los derechos humanos en 
Cuba", dijo Bums.

El secretario de Estado Warren 
Christopher pas6 parte del mar- 
tes en conversaciones telefdnicas 
con sus homologos de Canadd y 
Europa, senal6 el portavoz. 
Intenlaba reunir apoyo para el 
plan de Ginton de aprovechar la 
moratoria de scis meses para 
impulsar eJ cambio en Cuba.

“Si ellos estdn tan ioleresados 
en Cuba, si realmente quieren 
ver que se respeten los derechos 
humanos y que las libertades 
polilicas y econdmicas empiecen 
a echar raices alii, deberian coo- 
perai con nosotros”, dijo Bums. 
“Si los gobiemos europeos 
quieren cooperar con nosotros, 
lienen que poner algo de su parte. 
Necesitamos ver una mayor 
medida de cooperacidn".

£so parece ser lo mds diflcil, 
incluso aunque se nombre un 
propuesto enviado especial de la 
Casa Blanca, cuya misidn serla 
aunar voluntades de los aliados 
norteamericanos para promover 
cambios en Cuba.

Guilford, el portavoz europeo, 
declard que serla "poco pru- 
dente" suponer que un emisario 
especial de Washington lograra 
un cambio en la polilica hacia 
Cuba de la Unidn Europea.

Washington no parecer estar 
dispuesto a darse por vencido, al' 
menos por el momento.

“Pensamos que nuestros alia­
dos se equivocan al criticar nues- 
tra ley, que es firmemente apo- 
yada por el Congreso y por el 
pueblo de Estados Unidos", dijo 
Mike McCurry, portavra de la 
Casa Blanca, “Los amigos de 
Estados Unidos deberian con- 
centrar su energla y su atendon 
sobre Fidel Castro y sobre los 
medios de lograr el tipo de cam-. 
bio Que necesitamos ver ’<
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EU pide a
HELMS-BURTON, DEtA

tra queposible razonar y aplicar el bu 
semido*'.

Pero subrayd que “por la pai 
europea sigue en pie el progran 
elaborado que ba dado un insti 
memo, no s6lo contra la L 
Helms-Burton sino en caso ■ 
medidas exlraterritoriales que ^ 
el futuro puedan adoptar otr 
paises como Libia e Irin”.

La Unidn Europea (UE) de< 
dio seguir preparando represali 
contra la aplicacidn de la ley, pi 
si luvieran que aplicarlas en i 
Aiiuro cercano.

Un grupo de experlos juridici 
de la Comisidn Europea se rei 
nid el midrooles en Bruselas, pai 
analizar las posibles aplicaciom 
de los cuatro punlos identific: 
dos por cl Cbnsejo de Ministn 
de Exieriores como posibU 
medidas de represalia conti 
Esiados Unidos.

Entre las medidas esid la coi 
feccidn de una lista negra d 
companias estadounidenses qv 
entablen acciones judtciales coi 
tra empresarios europeos. Se di: 
cute la posibilidad de exigi 
visado deentrada en los pal&es d 
la UE a ejeculivos de empresa 
estadounidenses. Tambidn se trs 
mitard la denuncia de la Le 
Helms-Burton ante la Organiza 
ci6n. Mundial de Comerci> 
(OMC).



El Nuevo Herald 
Miami, FL
"Clinton says yes, but no"
By Cynthia Corzo

The article states that President Clinton has given his support to Title III of the Helms- 
Burton Law (Libertad Law) but instituted a six month moratorium on lawsuits against foreign 
companies dealing in confiscated U.S. properties. The article also goes on to mention that the 
President extended an "olive branch" to the Cuban exile community by promising to name a 
special envoy who will work to create a "serious" agenda for the movement towards democracy 
in Cuba and also work to promote support for these initiatives abroad. While companies will not 
be allowed to file suit, they may begin to prepare their cases and foreign companies will be 
expected recognize responsibility for dealing in confiscated property. The article states that the 
moratorium was enacted in the hope that companies will withdraw from their operations 
involving confiscated properties in Cuba. The administration also hopes that during this time 
they will be able to gamer international support for:

1. Increasing pressure on the Cuban regime so as to open up the system to new economic
and political ideas.

2. Lending support to forces who want change on the island.
3. Promoting industrial and economic practices that will contribute to the democratization

of the workforce in Cuba.
President Clinton indicated that in February he will decide whether to repeal the 

moratorium. If he does repeal the moratorium. Title HI will take effect on Feb. 1. This decision 
was considered difficult by many experts, since it required bringing to extremes to some sort of 
common ground (Comments by George Harper, Attorney at Steel, Hector, & Davis). While Mr. 
Harper sees the decision as a slight step backwards, he says it was necessary in order to make 
a firm decision. The decision grew out of the intense pressure President Clinton encountered 
from various fronts. The most ardent forces from the important Cuban voting block in New 
Jersey and Florida; and America's European and Latin American trading partners.

Frank Calzon, representative in Washington for Freedom House, characterized the 
President's move as one of his "typical decisions which satisfies no one." In the short run, the 
compromise decision is seen as trying to calm down U.S. allies while stalling for time. But on 
the national front it is unlikely that it will silence Republican assaults. Presidential Candidate 
Bob Dole stated that the President's decision only strengthens Fidel Castro's position while 
prolonging the misery of the Cuban people. Others commented that the decision has created 
confusion which is clouding the optimism created by the establishment of Title HI.

The Miami Herald 
Miami, FL
"Clinton: No Cuba lawsuits for now." 
By Christopher Marquis

The article speaks of the President's announcement to enact the Libertad Law (Title HI) 
but delay lawsuits against firms that fail to liquidate their Cuban holdings till Feb. 1. Decision 
was said to be made under intense pressure from U.S. allies who wished to prevent future



lawsuits. The decision is said to be a two-pronged approach to build an international coalition 
aimed towards democracy and creating a unified international approach to dealing with Havana. 
Cuban American leaders. Republican backers, and even some Democrats decried the move as 
waffling and inadequate.

The President is said to reconsider the moratorium and review cooperation of allies after 
six months. President Clinton is quoted as saying that he believes that this is the best course of 
action achieve the isolation of the island nation, while consolidating international pressure on the 
regime, so as not to allow Castro the ability to manipulate the rift between the U.S. and its allies. 
Aides are also stated as saying that the President has promised to appoint a special envoy to 
promote U.S. aims. U.S. allies, like Helms-Burton supporters, are also said to be dissatisfied with 
the President's decision. Some, while pleased by the moratorium, promised retaliatory measures 
if the law goes into full effect in February.

Criticism of the President's decision on many fronts was fierce and mocking. Sen. Jesse 
Helms and Rep. Lincoln Diaz-Balart were particularly harsh in their commentary while Sen. Bob 
Graham, Reps. Bob Menendez and Robert Torricelli expressed disappointment as well. Jorge 
Mas' commentary was surprisingly supportive.

El Nuevo Herald 
Miami, FL
"Clinton decides today: Power of lawsuits necessary" 
By Cynthia Corzo

Says the dilemma of the day on Tuesday, July 16th was whether or not to allow the 
lawsuits under Title III to go into effect. The decision was to be announced around mid-day and 
many of President's advisors have different opinions about what the President was going to 
decide. One unidentified source was quoted as saying that it would be a last minute decision that 
could go either way and was certain to leave someone unhappy. The article states that the 
President has been pondering the decision for some time now, even taking a documents 
containing recommendations about the issue to Camp David during a weekend visit.

White House spokesman Mike McCuny is quoted as saying that the President is trying 
to arrive at a decision on two distinct questions: 1. Determining what is in our national interest? 
and 2. What will accelerate the transition to democracy in Cuba within the limits of the law? 
Deciding on a moratorium would delay lawsuits under Title III for six months, while giving Title 
m the go-ahead allow for lawsuits as soon as August 1st. White House sources have revealed 
that the President has read extensively and consulted a variety of experts on the issue.

The article makes note that for many months Pres. Clinton opposed the Helms-Burton 
measure, but approved it in March after the downing three cesnas owned by Cuban-American 
exiles searching for rafters in the Florida Straits. The decision (Helms-Burton approval), 
according to one unidentified White House source, was made as a punitive measure against the 
Cuban government. Nothing according to the source has changed. George Harper, an expert 
on Helms-Burton from the firm of Steel Hector & Davis, believes that the president will approve 
the measure because it will be hard to demonstrate the need of a postponement in terms of 
national security and the advancement of democracy in Cuba.

The U.S. has also been put on notice by the European Union and Canada that approval 
of Title in by the President will result in subsequent retaliatory measures. Canada has even 
gone so far as to approve measures to recuperate economic harm caused by the law. According



to Mr. Harper, the central question facing the President is what kind of a message does a yes 
decision on Helms-Burton say about America's position on free trade.

El Nuevo Herald 
Miami, FL
"U.S.: We will stand firm until Cuba changes its ways."

This article is a compilation of fragments from Monday's White House Press Briefing by 
Michael McCurry. The reporter asks Mr. McCurry what the option of abstaining from applying 
Title III entails, whether the President will make the decision himself, and when? Mr. McCurry 
responds that the President Clinton has been deliberating over the decision for some time and that 
his options include a 6 month moratorium on legal action, suspension for 6 months of all 
stipulations, and suspending the power of individuals or entities to file legal motions. Malcolm 
Rifkind, British correspondent, then brought up the issue of a potential backlash from the 
European Union. Mr. McCurry responded by commenting that many U.S. allies were not in 
agreement with Helms-Burton, but he urged those who disagreed to "join us in confining Cuban 
communism to the dumpster of history."

Mr. McCurry was also questioned about signals the White House was receiving from 
allies about aislating Cuba. He commented that they had heard more complaining about Helms- 
Burton and very little action on the part of our allies to take steps to aislate the island nation. 
He also addressed the need of a united message reaching Havana and the need of help from our 
allies in delivering that message. Mr. McCurry said that the administration will stand firm imtil 
changes occur and the message of the benefits of capitalism and a democratic form of 
government are part of the government of the island nation.

One reporter asked whether Mr. McCurry was delivering a message that the administration 
was going to follow a hard line. Mr. McCurry seemed to agree with the assessment stating that 
Helms-Burton called for such a stance as did also the Cuban governments scandalous behavior 
in the downing of three civilian planes in February. When asked to comment on the short term 
economic interests of allies over acting correctly politically, Mr. McCurry only stated that the 
belief of the administration is that what is correct politically and economically is the liberation 
of Cuban people. That is the policy the White House is said to be following. When asked about 
the economic hardship of the islanders, Mr. McCurry placed the blame squarely on the shoulder 
of the politics of Fidel Castro and his totalitarian economy.

Office of Congressman Bob Menendez 
Washington, D.C.
"Congressman Bob Menendez strongly criticizes President for 'Walking away from 
democracy in Cuba* by suspending Title III of the Libertad Act."

Congressman Menendez criticized the President's action stating that the President has 
delayed the best chance to apply economic pressure to the Castro regime. With his approval of 
Title in, Mr. Menendez said that President Clinton "created standing and irreversible rights for
U.S. citizens, and started the clock running on....... foreign companies invested in stolen
property...." Congressmen Menendez was concerned that the President was sending the wrong 
message emphasizing economics over democracy and profits before human rights. He also stated 
that "the decision puts the seal of approval of the U.S. government on profiteering of stolen



American property. Mr. Menendez went on to say that Title III is a powerful tool that can create 
meaningful disincentives and that the administration has prevented us from employing it for 6 
months. He claims that the President's advisors have convinced him to suspend rights in the false 
hope that he can accomplish in this brief time what hasn't been accomplished in 37 years.

Diario de las Americas 
Miami, FL
"Clinton postpones the implementation of Title III"
By Ariel Remos

The article announces President Clinton's decision to suspend the right to file a lawsuits 
according to the provisions of Title IE in the Helms-Burton Law. It states that the President has 
taken this course of action in hopes of establishing better support for U.S. initiatives towards 
Cuba among allies. While the President suspended the rights to file suit, he did serve notice to 
companies trafficking in stolen property, that if they took part in the use or exchange of U.S. 
stolen property they would be held responsible for their actions in U.S. courts. Hopefully this 
warning will serve as a deterrent to firms who are investing in Cuba. The article closes by 
mentioning that the President will review the moratorium in six months.

Diario de las Americas 
Miami, FL
"Clinton victim of manipulation, according to Diaz-Balart"
By Ariel Remos

President Clinton is portrayed in the article as having made a no-decision. Congressman 
Lincoln Diaz-Balart denounced the cynicism of the President in trying to confuse the American 
public with this decision. Diaz-Balart accused Clinton of denying Americans their right to file 
lawsuits and recover property illegally confiscated by the tyrannical Castro regime. The article 
ends with a quote from the congressman which states that once again President Clinton has 
allowed himself to be manipulated by hand of external pressures while forsaking the national 
interest.
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SI, pero nopyw| Da luz verde al Articulo III, 

^ peio con moratoria de seas meses
Pof CYNTHIA COIZO 
Maava 4a Si Nueto Herald

Sf pero todavii no.
Sin satisfacer a enemigds ni amigog 

Helaa—Burton, d presidente 
Bill Qmcon otox|6 el martes a los ciuda' 
danos estadounidenses el derecho a 
demandar a las compafifas extraiu'eras 
que comeicien con sus propiedades con- 
nscadas en Cuba.

Pero las demandas no pucden ser pre> 
sentadas hasta lebrero ... si entonces 
Clinton considers apropiado lev an tar la 
moratoria.

"Ha llegado la bora de que nuestros 
aliados y amigos hagan le unan a 
nosotros en tomar pesos concretoa para 
promover la democracia en Cuba”, dijo 
Clinton desde la Casa Blanca. “Por eso 
hoy anuncio on curso de acddn sobre el 
Articulo III de la Ley de Libertad para 
alentar a nuestros aliados a trab^ar con 
nosotros v acelerar el cambio en Cuba”.

, Ademu, el gobiemo de Qinton ten- 
did una rama de olivo a loa exiliados 
cubanos v se comprometid a nombrar 
un enviado espedal, que se encargaia de 
conseguir apoyo multinacioaal de los 
aliados nara esubleeer una "agenda 
lena” a favor de la democrada en Cuba.

“Seii una persona promincnie y crei- 
ble tanto en Bstados unidos oomo inter- 
nacionalmente, v aguardamos una 
pronta d^idn sobre quidn seri esa per­
sona”, dijo Peter TamofT, subsecretario 
de Asuntos l^tinoamericanos del 
Depaxtamenio de Estada 

A pesar de la moratoria en la presen- 
ucidn de demandas. durante ios prdxi-

■ ■

;

Aaociatfld Prwt
Bill Clinton dlQo qnc los amigos de 
Estados UnidM ahora *tendnin fbertes 
incentlvos’ para ayndar a lograr 
*progresos reales’ en CvbiL

mos seis meses, las eompaftias extranje- 
ras tendrdn que asumir responsabilidad 
por ocupar propiedades eonflscadas en 
la isla, y los reelamantes podrin contra- 
tar abogados y preparar sus casos.

Como parte de la puesta en vigor de 
la mencionada eUlusuIa, llamada t^i-

LEYHILMS-IURTON. «A
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camcnte Aitlculo 
III, U Casa Blanca utilizaxi tarn* 
bite el plazo para tnbajar ardua> 
mence ea busca de apoyo interna- 
cional a una uae de pesos 
concebidos para promover la 
democracia en Cuba;

■ Auxnentar la praidn sobre 
Cuba a favor de apoturu politi­
cal y econdmieas.

■ Apoyar las foam que bus- 
can cambios dentro de la iala.

■ Rexener la ayuda extxanjera 
a Cuba.

■ Promover pidcticas empre- 
uriales que eontribuyan a demo- 
cratizar la fuem laboral en 
Cuba.

Sesiln Qinton, los aminos de 
Estados Unidos **teBdiin tuertes 
ineentivos'* para ayudar a logiar 
*^100001 realei’* c& Cuba, por- 
que 'con el Aitfculo III ca vigor, 
la reaponaabilidad quedari esta- 
bledda irfeversiblemente 
durante el periodo de auspen- 
lidn, y las demandas podilan ser 
introduddas inmediatameste si 
la suspensldn es levantada”.

Qinton sefiald que en fiibrero 
deddira si eonviene poner fin a 
la moratoria, y afirmd que su 
determinacidn dependeri da la 
aetitud que adopten los aliados 
de Baudot Unidos duranu este 

.periodo de sets meies.
De eonduir la moratoia, las 

demandas comenzarin a tomar 
su cuno d Iro. de febrero con 
todo el peso de la ley.

La dedsidn, oonsiderada difidl 
por expetios y asesores presiden- 
dales, es UB eiAiazo por lognr d 
oompromiso entre dot extremos.

**Bncontr6 la dnica opdda que 
puede eonsideraisc una upede 
de eoffipromiso**. dijo George 
Harper, abogado experto en la 
Ley Helnu-Bunon de la firma 
St^ Hector A Davis. **No ea 
algo inespenda Retrasa un 
poquito tener que tomar una 
deeisidn finne'*.

Hay mis de 100 empresai 
extranjeias que opena con pro- 
piedadei eonfis^as por d 
gobiemo de Fidel Castro hace 
mis de 3S abos. Castro conliscd 
unas 6,000 propiedades csudo- 
uttidenses valoradas en unos 
S 1.800 miSooes.

**Todas las oompanias que 
hacen negodos en Cuba estin 
notificadas de que al tzaAear con 
prepiedad emropiada enfrentan 
la ^bilidao de demandas y de 
oblieadones kgales significativas 
en Bsudos Unidot", dqo din- 
ton.Seadn la deg*r6n_ las comoa- 
fifas podriaa aprovechar los seif 
meses para retirane de las pro­
piedades que ocupan en Cuba.

**Pueden sumaise a nueitros 
esfuerzos por acabar con la

DU. UJO^ 2 1. J/LJ
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propiedades”, d(jp 
‘*Pueden unine a

*‘“1 no.««i»vunumlo.il iiy. UJOI^ ^ 1. 1/ L.

cabeu con una pinola**, dgo Art 
E^tton^jniniatiD de umercio

Qioton.
^ Buecumcsniexxos por promover la transi-

ci6n demociitica an Cuba. O A coito plazo, d compromuo 
pueden enfrentar la total imple- ' busea tranQuilizar a loa aliadoa 
mentacion’'. de Estados Uoidot y

La moratoria Ueg6 de^uds de tiempo. Pezo panes poco proba* 
intensu presiones en vanos fren- ble que, ea el patio nacional, 
tea. Qinton se vio entie la etpada logre silendar a loa republicanos, 
y la pared. De un lado las repre* escasamente cuazn meses antes

de lu decdones.
'^Apaciguar a Fidel Castro al 

remover el arma valiosa del Axti- 
culo 111 dd anenaf de sandones 
envia un mensqje de apoyo estap 
dounidense a la dictadura eas>

salias auguradaa ix>r sus aliados; 
dd otro d posible cast^ de las 
votantes cubanos en IRonda y 
Nueva Jersey eo las decdones de 
Boviembre.

Los aliados europeoa, Canadi 
y los vednos latinoamericanos 
montaron una intense campafla
de cabildeo para lograr que Cun' dijo Bob Dol^ candidaio presi-

trista y prolongaiila miseria y d 
sufnmiento dd pueblo cubano*’,

tra Estados Unidos. madones considezan que no se
**£s una dedsidn tfpica dd pre- trata de un golpeafcrumador con- 

sidente Qinton que no satisface a tra sus dientes.
**£ste no as d peor de lbs casos. 

por lo menoa ya d rdoj comienza 
a correr”. dqo Niool^ Gutierrez, 
que representa a ueos 80 deman- 
dantes. partir del Iro. de 
noviembre las companfas extran-

ziadie**. dUo Frank Caladn, repre- 
sentante en Washington de la 
organizaddn de derecbos hum»- 
nos Freedom House. **Para los 
europcos, sigue la espada de
Dambdcs sobre su cabcza. Pan _____________,________
los eubanoamerieanos, que que> jeras serin lesponsables porocu- 
remos ver un cambio en Cuba, par propiedades oonfiseadas**. 
no es sufidente**. Agregd que, en todo caso, los

Canadi continda con su prop6- demandantei eubanoamerieanos 
slto de presentar d caso ante un no podrian de ninguna manera 
panel de soluddn de disputes en dar curso a sus demandas antes 

*d marco del Tratado de Libre de marzo de 1998 por aspeetos 
Comerdo de America dd Norte burocritieos desviaeulados de la 
(TLC). Una vista al respecto cuesiidn poUtiea. Las primeras 
podria realizarse d 29 de julioi demandas en contar con via libr*
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Clinton pide 

que aliados
presionen
a Castro
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U ley Helms-Burton. aprobada per d CongreaofnmiBdM 
por el preeldente Bill Clinton an marzo. cqnsta da cumo
*^^**lhar5cukri!'£8tabl6ca que el embarm eeonOndoo contra 

Cuba no puede aer levantado por un prasktenta da EAdoa 
Unidoa sin la aprobaelbn dd CongrW.

■ Artieule II: Autoriza al presidente a poner fin dambvgo 
b6Io cuando un gobiemo democrAtlco ajana el poderai Cuba, y 
Df^la alaboradbn da un plan da Washington para prostar

judicialea an tribunales de Eatados

Fidd Casrtro.^^^ IV: Parmite prohibir la antrada a Estadoa Unidoa

UlSdoa, ad como a sua aspoaas y a loa hyos manoraada ia 

aAoa.

NU. UDQ^.5 r. 3/i3

serian las de empresas norte> 
amexicanas. ^ ,**Desde un punto de vista legal, 
Clinton djio si y no en la misiM 
oracidn. Duo que el Aftlculo III 
debeiia ser implementado, y a la 
vez indico que su implesientt' 
cion debc demorar seis mroes\ 

**Esto siembra la confusion 
enirc mis clientes. £1 optimism© 
es fuertc, pero las poiibibdades 
de fracaso tambidn*', comentd.

La puesta en vigor dd Articulo 
III, caplicd Outidrrc^ permite 
que d Iro. de noviembre los 
reclamantes notifiquen a las

empresas extiaqjens qu^ u no 
se Rtixan en 30 dim, daftos a 
pagar aumentaiin ba^ ttes 
veces d valor de la propiedad.

**Nos podemos prepaiar pan 
presentar las demaadas d Iro. de 
febrao". afinnd Gutidxw ^ 
faznilia coasoliddsos redamado* 
nes da centrdes aducareros, nn* cas y oiros negpdes bdo la com' 
pafila Onipo Casmto LC

No dbstante, ame6 que C3i^ 
ton no tomara un icddn mu 
contundente y d^ pasar una 
buena oportunidad de sentar nn 
prerodnte.

CfintoB pide 

que aliados 

predonen 

a Castro
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levantado un huradln de oposi- 
ciones entrt los tndicionales 
aliados de Esudos Unidos, las 
notidas fueron tomadas eon mis 
esceptidsmo que jdbilo.

la Comisidn Europea dijp que 
8US miembros estaban satisfechos 
con la dedsidn de Ginton, la 
cual calificd de una **victoria 
moral*' de la Unidn Europea. 
Pero agreed que contindan estu- 
diando '*la mdor manera dc 
defender sus intereses’* porque 
los aspectos ''extratenitoriales'* 
de la Ley Helms-Burton adn 
estin en vigor.

**£1 preudente Qinton no ha 
deeidido suspender el Artfculo 
111, sino sdlo la posibilidad de 
tomar acdones en base al Titulo 
111 durante seis meses", d^eron 
Jacques Santer, presidente de la 
Cofflisidn Europea, y Sir Leon 
Brittan, comisario europeo de 
Comeicio.

Los respoBsables eomunitarios 
recordaron que la Unidn Euro* 
pea y sus estados miembros se 
opusieron finne y repetidamente 
a una legisladdn que, segdn ellos, 
*‘viola w obligaciones interna* 
eionales noneamericanas".

Con anteiioridad, los cancille* 
res europeos llamaron a Ginion 
a posponer la implementacidn de 
la clausula de las demandas y 
expresaron preocupacidn por las 
partes de la ley ya aplieadas.

La deasidn del maites podifa 
elumnar, o aplaiar, la letanla de 
jjepr^as comercialet acorda- 
w el lanes por los ministroi de 
asuntos eaterioRS de la Unidn 
curopea. Sigue ne pie, sin 
empano, una denuncia europea 
M la uy Helms-Bunon ante la 
Orgamacidn Mondial de 
Comerao.

El eanciller francos Herve de
pw la decisidn y dijo que era un 

gesto mnegable liacia la Unidn Europca y otroi importantes 
*<^j08 de Estados Unidos".

El mnistao espadol de Relacio-
5S1 *1>«1 Mitutes,
«jo que Clinton pnidentementc

gran Ja Unidn Euiopea “NoesmotivoTSebraddn. 
pero represenia una reaeddn posiu va de E^dos Unidos ha^ 
la ppsiadn de la Unidn Euro-
per’, p^sd.

En Owadi, tambidn fdidta- 
ron a Qinton por la decisidn, 
pero dyeron que seguirin avan-

*‘Neceutamos aseguramos de 
quej^dedsidn no sea revertida
“2? dpo Pierre Pet*
tigrew, nunistro de Cboperaddn 
Internadonal. “El. goblemo 
seguiri con su deasidn de con- 
jan-estar los efectos extraterrito- 
nalcs de la ley.
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Clinton: 

No Cuba 

lawsuits 

for now
firms are given 

>ime to divest

■ MPI jjjUilwrQN OMETABtE, BA Sg^DByTEUCfTSOUTRAOE,PWAi8E,jA

By OHRWTOVHHIIMIKMna 
HvMaUlWrlMrraMBimmmr

leut tU monttat pnvile UA tawsuitt

Cuba

Sm*™! «aji tint fi™ Jta*’*>••*••• *•*
be bdd liable for damages after Nov. 1.10 lkl»^ Oita.
by that date can be sued in UA courts, starting 
i^b. 1

CItniom who has under intense 
from UA aUies to bar jutaiie Uwsui^ igimcrt hw 
two-proa^ approach would give the United 
States the means to build an

cn of HchoHioiloii »«*«»““** £22i2S!l

move as waffting and thl
•oted that Clinton had deUyed a demon m 
lawsuiu until after the November electifin, 
migbl.be liee of doctoral pressures from Cuban
^^^£i^^thc^presttmed RraublicM candidate
for president, accused Clinton
both ways on UA pohcy toward Oiba. He claims

PUEASeSEE CUBA, «A
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he Is allowi^ a peailty 10 80 into 
efFoet 7-.dvll liability for tnf<, 
fiddiii in akmo^ated propeity' 
— but ha «ul not allow Amen* 
eaa dtiians to ust Araerican 
oouitt to leak lattice.*’

ainton said he would review 
4ha eoopention of European, 
Canadian and Latin American 
allies after six months, then 
decide whether to allow U.S. law- 
suiu to proceed. aaainst their 
eoiapanies under Title 111 of 
Helms-Burton.

If BAftil

isiradon havajmlM back ftom the brink in tW way,** RivUnd 
said.

But ^dan^tf the European 
Union insisted diey will pRparc

bladdiiting ofU.S. companies 
that sue Eumpean nm» or 
requiring visas of U.S. burioeas 
tiHvelen.
Flarea orilieiaa;

From Capitd Rill, the criti-

11 u. uyO|3 g 1. 4U/4J

“Today’s action is the best way cism of Oiniort amon Tuesday 
to achieve the bipanisan obje> ^ ■ockiag.
tives we all shan: to isolate 
Cuban goveniineni and to bring 
itrong mtemational pressure to 
bear on Cuba's leaders, while 
holding out the very real prospect 
of fully implementing. Title ul in 
the event it becomes necessary,’’
Qinton said in a statement.

‘By working with our ^ei —

“President Gbiton has once 
again taken a ftm stand on both 
sides of an important issue,” uid 
Sen. Jesse HeoK R-N.C, one of 
the principal amhors of tbe law. 
“The truth ii^r. Giinon has 
eapituiatad tofDibaa President] 
Fidel Castro aai his foreign biui* 
nest eollaboiaiatt, who not only 
condone CeiuaY oud dieutot^

be sure to exploit,” he edded.
The possible lawsuitt affected 

by Tuesday’s action are only 
those that would be filed on 
behalf of 5,911 claimants whose 
losses have been filed with the 
U.S. government since 1967.
Other suiu made possible by 
Helnu-Bunon. including those 
on behalf of naturalized Cuban 
Afflctieans, art still scheduled to 
begin Mar. 12. 1998.
^ rovbyR Mivny ____

Aidaa said Ointon planff/io ‘ JSoa.

“A backbone of JdtO,” 
scolTed Rep. lacoln Diaz-Bal- 
irt, R-Fla. “Hot's what Praai- 
dent Clinton demonttrated 
today”

Democrats :Mo have figured 
prominently on the Cuba iisue 
— Florida Set. Bob Gfaham, 
Reps. Bob Menaadet and Robert 
Tonicdli, both of New Jersey, 
and Rep. Peter Oeutieh of Lau- 
'dohOI ~ ell amessed disap­
pointment wia GUatonY deci»

to tonigft capitals and under* 
acoie tte inpoctanee his admin* 
istiasion-plaees on promoting 
civil society, human.liAu ana 
using eeetofflic aid as leverage 
for politieal lufeno in Cuba. No 
candidate was named;^ tbo presi­
dent’s last qpcdal adviser for 
Cuba, RSetaard Nuocio, redgned 
Injmtest against Hebna-Buitoo.

U.S.'allies and trading pannen 
mads, plain that they, like 
HelraMuiton tuppoitcn,' felt 
dissatisfied.

British Foreign Seereury Mai* 
coim KivUnd. whose govern­
ment has led an international 
outcry agBinst the law’s “extra- 
teriiteriaiity,” weieomed Qin- 
ton's deeition to delay any law- 
suiu until Feb. 1 ac the earliest.

“This means that there will be

CIS, said Menandec, convinced 
him that foicip conntriu “will 
do in six mmths wfaat they 
haven’t done in 37 yean. wfaiA 
is promote dettoeraey in Cuba 
instead of looldag at the bottom 
line.”

Dne.notable ooepilon lo the 
hail of criticlsmsamc fkom Jone 
Mas CanoiL -Aairman of the 
Cuban AmencanNational Foun- 
dadoa,- the mottinfluential exile 
lobby. It refleded « desire by 
Mis to mend tktwitb ainton es 
a hedge egainsi his re-election, 
eongruiional seuees said.

Mas told repanen Tuesday's 
aeiion wu “an intelligent mea­
sure by Presidat Clinton, with 
which ne has ufeen an adequate

-n?>
m
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WHAT T^EY SAID
''Praaidant Clinton has onoa 

again takan a Arm stand on both 
■ides of an Important Issue.”

~ aanala Foreign Ralationa 
Cemmtilaa Chairman 

Jaaaa Halms
“President Clinton's eontirw 

wad Indecision until the last pos­
sible moment damonatratea, 
oneaagain, that this president Is 
ruddarlass whan It eomas to 
atanding up for Amarlean princi­
ples around the world.”

— Repbbllaan praaidanlisi 
eandidataBobDoio

“A backbone of Jeli-0. That's 
what President Clinton demon­
strated today.... The presi- 
dant's action today la a dramatic 
historic example of appease­
ment at its worst it is a demon­
stration of ultimate weakness by 
a eyaiematicaiiy weak chief 
executive.”

— Rep. Lincoln Dlaz-BelerU ‘
R-Fla.

”1 am outraged by President 
Clinton's unwiiiingneaa to stand 
firm In the defense of freedom 
and his apparent eagerness to 
aocommodete Fidel Castro and 
all those who do bueineaswith 
his toteinsrian regime.”

—Sen. Connie Mack, R-Fle.
"ITS an intelligent measure by 

President Clinton... an ade­
quate etep.”

— Jorge Mae Cenoee,

eheirmen of the Cuban 
American National Foundation

"On tha positive side, there's 
no green light for foreigners to 
Invest in Cuba. There's too 
much uncertainty. But tha bad 
aide la that Preaidant Clinton 
had the chance to come across 
as being principled and standing 
up to the Europeans and ha 
didn't.... It dlaliiusions Cuban 
Americans who were getting 
ready to vote for him In Rorida 
end New Jersey.”

— Nieefea Cutlerrez, Miami
lawyer representing about 80 

pelenlial daimante under 
Helme-Biirien

"All that's happened today is 
that the supreme empire has 
given tha world e reprieve— 
(egreelngl net to violate its sov­
ereignty for the next six 
months.”

— Cuban Foreign Minister 
Roberto Robeina

"They (the U.S.] are still tell­
ing us which direction to follow.
... h’s an unacceptable way to
Droceed.”

— Canadian Perdmi Trade 
Minleler Ait Eggleteii

"It's no cause for celebration, 
but It’s a positive reaction from 
the United States to the Euro­
pean Union's position.”

— Spanish Foreign Minialer 
AbelMelutea
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HELMS-BURTON TIMETABLE
Aua.1—Title III Of the 

Helms-Burton law takes effect, 
making “traffickino" in confis> 
Gated property in Cuba illegal. 
The dock begins ticking on a 
90-day jjraca period giving for­
eign firms the opportunity to 
end such busineos deals.

Nov. 1—Foreign firms that 
have not stopped doing busi­
ness In American-dalmed prop­
erties become liable for dam­
ages. if the property is valued at 
$50,000 or more, they could 
face lawsuits from U.S. regis­
tered daimants in another three 
months.

Jan. 16,1997—The president 
decides whether to allow the

first lawsuits to be filed on Feb 
1. If he decides to postpone the 
suits, he must invoke the U.S. 
national Interest and argue that 
postponement wB '^expedite a 
transition to democracy in 
Cuba."

Feb. 1,1997—Unless the 
president has waived the provi­
sion for another six months, the 
first lawsuits may be filed by any 
of 5,911 U.S. companies and 
individuals, whose daims have 
been on the books since 1967.

Mareh 12.1999— Naturalized 
Cuban Americans may begin to 
file suits against fbreigners traf- 
flckirig in confiscated property 
In Cuba.
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i^der de-demandas clave

Clinton decide hoy:
PwCt'NllllACOItril 
Krdenna ilr €t Nunm tlniiU

rcrmUir o no permilir la» dcnian- 
I Esc cs d dilcma del iwomcnlo.

El fnctidcttic Bill ('liinon decidiri 
boY aI niediodia uvi posaii coa el Aril* 
auftt III da la Lay l4aUfl«.ISHrtOA, b com- 
(roversbi ctiusiila i|iic pcrroilirla

deroamlai a ccNn^las cxiranjcraa ouc 
Cabo ^ propiedadc* ronrucndas ch

Pocos sc alicven a predecir su deci­
sion.

en Ley Helms
sioB dinciL Caalquicr cota que dedda

alsunas ftcninm sc Sicil­
ian eimjadaR cun el i-csullairo*'.
Bftm Sl'r-r pwipios ase-
»res dc CltidoN esfan iltviJidos al rc*- 
poclo.

.Ji‘Slrs.Kte"£r.3y:

; Le darl el si?
cii codes Tcdcralci a las empresas 
cxlraaicras one negocian am mm profile- 

confiscadas por cl gotNcmo de 
Fidd Casini bioe mis dc lies dicadu. 
Tambifn exiieade cl deiecbo de deman- 
unr a aquelfos cubanoamericanos i
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Ointon se debate entre el si y el no al
MinCIILOIK Of 1A

eninciudadanos esladounidenses 
cuando lui pfopkdadci rueroa 
confiscadai, pero quc luego se 

• nadonalixaron.
Duiaala kn dUimoi dial. Oin- 

Um se ha calado preparaiMlo para 
la deciaidn que enlrenla. S^n 
Mike MoCurry. piwiavof de la 
Cdka Blaaira, duranle el fin dc 
scmana Cliolon ic llcvd a Camp 
D.*ivid ao docamcnlo con rcco~ 
mcndacioncs sobrc la Hdms- 
Durlon.

“Lo que el prcsidenle csld cun- 
iciiiplando es simplcmente, tmo, 
/.i|ii6 promnverd ... el interns

nadonal de Eslados Unidos? y 
doc. ^qu6 acelerari ana transi- 
cido a la democracia cn Cuba, 
dentro de la ley”, dijo McCuny. 

Una poslergacidn de la medida
letraaarfa nor aeit meiMletraaarla por sdt meaes cu 
PMB CD vigor, suspmdcfia. ri 
daiMho legal a raclamarposeiidn 
de las propiedades o la postbili- 
dad de iadividuos o entidades de 
eatablar accioncs legales en las 
cortes.

De no poclergaree cf ArtfcuUi 
111, entraria cn vigor el Iro. dc 
agosfo.

“No ae oud va a hacer”, dijo 
Bob Menendez, represenfanie 
dem6crata por Nueva Jersey y cl

ctibanoamcricano rads influycDte 
eti la politica esudounidense 
bacia la isla. “Tengo una corazo- 
nada de que va a perintlir quc la 
cidusula enfre en vigoi^.

Fuentes vinculadas a la Cau 
Blanra aaciunin qua Olu«rai fia 
esludlado concienaudaraenle sue 
opciones. Ha leido raucho. Ha 
converaado coo asesores, polfli- 
cos, experfos y acaddmicos. Enlre 
sus asesores ha cslado Madeleine 
Albrighi, embajadoca de EsUdos 
Unidos CO Naciones Unidas.

“El csld muy ooiiscieale de que 
lorad la decision de aprobar 
Helms-Burlon como medida 
puniliva contra el gobiemo dc 
Cuba", dijo una fuciilc allcgadu .1

la Casa Blanca, 
biado”.

*Nada ha c

Clinlon, que dunmie mese 
opuso a la Helms-Burlon, d 
did aprobar la ley en marao,« 
dai^ qua gl joblcrap da C 
derribd dot avlouetas estadoi 
deiiaes de Hemiaaos al Ren
en aguas inicciiacionales, ora 
aando la muerte de cuaCio v ^
larios de esa oqpinizacidn d S 
liados. "€7

-0«

I'ara oplar por una posO 
ddn del Artlcido 111. Clintoi ■ 
drfa que demoslrar que 
menlarlo irla en contra d*.« 
inlcreses de sc|uridad nacio 
dc Estados Unidos y quc se



Aitfculo in de la Helms
peoudicial miz el proceso de 
una tranuciCn hacia la democra* 
cia ea Cuba.

*‘Lob expenos creea que la va a 
aprobw”. dqo George Harper, 
abogado experto en la Heins. 
Bunon de la fuma Steel Hector 
& Davis. **Va a ser diflcil demos- 
trar que pospooer la fecha de 
implementaeidD es necesaxio 
para la seguridad naciooal y pro- 
mover la deniDcracia en Cuba’*.

La dedsidn no .es facil. Cual- 
quiera que se lomc tendra secias 
repercusiones a nivel mundial. 
Afectard las fdaciones de Esta- 
dos Unidos cob sus aliados euro- 
peos. con Canada y con vecinos 
laiinoamericams.

**Creo que ha habido muchas 
quejas de nuestros aliados”, dijo 
Harper. “Pero la respuesta se 
puede dirigir $61o a aquellos afec- 
tados por el Articulo III. Es aleo 
muy espedfico y erto que solo 
casos aislados esuran sqjetos a 
demandas”.

Segw Harper, la pregunia 
esencial es. si el Presidente 
decide permilir la puesta en prac­
tice del Articulo III, ^qud men- 
saje le envia al mundo sobre el

3
S
o

compromiso de Estados Unidos 
con el libre comercio? ^

La Unldn Ewopea advinid la 
semana pasada que congelaxi 
bienes esiadouidenses y exigird 
visas a los ciudadanos de este 
pais que puietan visitar EuroM 
si alguna fiimaeuropea es penali- 
zada por inveitir en Cuba.

El gobiemo onadiense critiod 
energicamenu h decisidn y d^ 
que jndixi que una comisidn de 
confliaos del Traudo de Libre 
Comercio paia America del 
None (TLC) une una determn 
nacidn respecto a las disposicio- 
nes de la Ley qnc considere obje- 
table.

Hace un mesL Canadd aprobd 
una ley con meifidas de represa- 
iia contra la Hilms-Bunon que 
permite a los ciudadanos cana* 
dienses llevar ase los tribunales 
reclamot para lecuperar dados 
econdmicos caundos por la ley.

*‘E1 quiere ser un propulsor del Hr 
libre comercio. quiere expan- 
dirlo; coniinuor el raovimiento”. 
dijo Harper. **Y su preocupacidn 
es que si no lo pospone. esiara en 
una encrueijada”.

Clinton podria salir airoso. 
segdn Harper, si deja muy en 
claro que su decisidn proviene dc 
un incidence aislado que surge de 
los problemas entre Cuba y Esta­
dos Unidos.

**Tiene c^ue asegurarles que 
esto no significa un cambio en la 
politica estadounidense hacia el 
libre comercio internacionar*. 
dijo Harper. ''Entonces podra 
sobrepasar la lormenca”.

Veaconferenciade 
prensa en la Casa Blanca. 
paginaSA.
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Fragmentos de la ruada da 
prensa Itevada a cabo el 
lunes an la Casa Blanca por 
Michael McCurry, portavoz 
presidanclal. aobra la Ley 
Helms-Burton y el Articulo III.

Perlodlsta: La opcibn de abste> 
nerse [de apiicar la ley] Helms-

que dMidir pan maftana [hoy 
® por la noche?McCurry: H P^dente se 
llevb consigo a Camp David d 
pasado Aa de semana un dooh 
memo coa recomendaciones 
Mbre el asunio Helma-Bunon. 
« breve la cuestibn es si d Pre- 
sioente deben'a o no invocar una 
absiencibn del Aniculo III de esa 
ley... que podda dar lugar a una 
de esias trei eosas: airasar por 
seis meses sus estipuladones. 
suspender el derecho legal a 
^iamar posesibn [de propieda- 
ics conaseadas], o suspender la 
^itttad de individuos o entida* 
des de entablar accibn en las eor> 
:es...

Periodista: [El candller briti- 
nice] Malcolm Rifkind dice que 
la Unibn Europea tomara repre- 
idias si Estadoi Unidos active la 
Helms-Bunon.

McCurry: Muchos de nuestros 
diados no estdn de acuerdo con 
lo (jue ellos Uamaa “las caracte* 
risiicas excraurritoriales'* de esia 
esupulacibn ... Pero a eUos les 
decimos: “Unanse a nosoiros en 
el esnicRO por conflnar el cornu-. 
nismo cubano en el basurero de 
la Hisioria, donde merece

ustedes estaa buscande 
de que ellos estin tiamido de 
hacer eso. ^Han visto adidos?

McCnrrK Ko visto
muchos. Sf hemos oido queias 
contra nuesixi [midaiiva. la ley] 
... y francaaence heaaos oido 
mis quejas coBira ella one quejas 
contra Fidel Gistro.

Y hemos dido a nuesaros alia- 
dos; “Lo lieneiiodo coofimdido. 
Ustedes debts compreader que 
Cuba ... se ha ubicado fueia de 
la comunidad de pafjgtify y 
rehbsa ver el cambio kistbrico 
Rue ocurre en lanios pabes ante- 
nonnente cooinistas y totalita- fios, (rehusa verj que b econo- 
mu de mercade fundona, que la 
politica demoecitica fitimiona. 
que ambas. de la mana pueden 
cambiar la vidade un pueblo que 
ha lido encarcebdo por cf comu- 
nismo”.

Y hasia aue esc mensn suene 
fuerte y clara en La fcbana. 
oiala con la avuda de auestros 
uiados... el eacto de eoa U^s- 
ladbn 9ueda por ver...

Continuaremos manteadien- 
donos Hrmes. Tiene que haber 
[en Cuba) la dase de canduo que 
esii previsia en la Ley Helms-
Burtor--------- • "
»laba

^ Cuba no sufre a 

causa de la politica 

econdmica de Estadoi 

Unidos 0 de los 

embargos. Sufre a 

tnanos de un sistema 

econdmico totalitario 

que es unfracaso total.
MClUELMeCURR^

Portavoz presidencia

gobiemo de Cuba, cuando^^b 
dos aviones dviles. asesinl^Va 
cuatro personas inoceniesTt la

Burton y que larabien oraiem- 
plaba la Le)
Cubans. ey de Democrada

esiar”...Perio^sta: Ames de la reunibn 
dd G-7 usted y otros funciona- 
nos [noneamericanos] dijeron 
que los aliados debenan nacer 
algo para demostrar que estin 
traiando de aislar a Castro y que

Periodistt: Saena cobo si 
listed esiuvicra bsinuando una 
l*n“Jura. iEs era la inie«ibn?

McCurry: Dejando apane este | 
asunto de la absiendbn. los ei’ec- 
tos de la Ley Helms-Bunon 
rep^entan una tinea dura hada 
Cuba porque reqaiere que Esta- 
dos Unidos lomeciertas medidas 
contra cienos individuos en 
cuanto a sus visas y su capacidad 
para viajar a Estados Unidos. y 
ya las hemos tornado.

Hacemos esto porque cs un 
asunto muy seria Fue llevido a 
un nivel aun mas seria por la 
conducta escaadalosa del
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fiiertes hasta que Cuba cambie
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reaoci^n del Congreio. dd Presi- 
denle y dd pueblo ante esa atro- 
ctdad rue muy lipida.

Pcriodbla: ^Dtria luled que 
ciertos de nueatroa aJiados pooen 
las ganancias inmedialas antes de 
los actoa poHlicamente correc- 
(os?

(VIcCarry: Cieemos que to que 
escorieclo polUtcamenIc y ki que 
et correcto eoondmicamenie es 
eteduar la daae de camblo que 
liberaii aJ pueblo de Cuba. Esc es 
d propdsflo de la Ley Hdms* 
Burton y de la Ley dc Democra- 
cia Cubana.

Esa es la polUica que benios 
seguido y que francanienle todo 
Presjdenle (noiteamericano) ha 
seguido en (as dltinias tres d^- 
das para (tevar a cabo la daae de 
Gambia que deseamos ver en 
Cuba...

Periodids: Esta geate estd 
teiribfeiiiGiite hambrienia y toda-

da no ban derrocado al idgimcn. 
^No seguirdn sufriendo de ham-

McOnry: B pueblo de Cuba 
no suFre a causa de la polltica 
econdmica de Estados Unidos o 
de los embargoa. Sufre a manos 
de un sistema ecoodmioo toU/i- 
tario que es un fracaso total... 
Las fuentes del sufriraiento del 
pu^lp cubano son las polltieas 
tmibles aeguidas por cl rdgimen 
de Castro...

PeriodlalK ^Ticne el Piesi-
dente espaciq para maniobrar__
7 lY cstari dispueslo a accp(ar el 
cas^ip eoondiuico que podrian 
infligir los europeos, sus olros 
aliados?

McCiwry; La lalitud qiie licne 
cl Picsidmtel csld expresada en 
a ley rnisma. El es responsable 

por los inteieses nacionales y por 
[as medrdasque acelcrcn la Irans- 
icidn a la dcmocracia cii Cuba.

£1 puede asuniir qve los intere- 
ses aadooales sufridn si los alia- 
dc» toman rcpresalias. pero al 
mismo liempo debe tomar en 
cuenia lo que ... promneva la 
dasc decambioen Cuba que clcs- 
eamos. En cuanto a la abstencidn 
[de casligos], si la alrasa seis 
raescs, hay cierta nexibilidad en 
cuanlo a edmo se nuede aplicar 
... y eso esti dennido en la ley.

P^udbla: Si los aliados impo- 
nen medidas dc reprcsalia ... 
£odn\o acluari el Presidenie ... 
ante los inconvenientes y el dolor 
econdmioo que surrirlan los ciu- 
dadanos nortcamericanos?

McCunry; [El PresidenleJ sopc- 
sard csos laclores, lal como sopc- 
sard la tra que sienCe el pueblo 
americano ante la conducla des- 
carada dd gobiemo cubano y la 
pasidn con que d pucl)lo ameri- 
cano anhda la lilicilad para cl 
pueblo dc ('uba ...
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Al Cerrar 

LA EDICION

CliAton 

victima del 

chantaje, 

segdn 

Dlaz-Balart
Por ARIEL REMOS

Tan
decisi'

pronto se anuncid la 
aecisldn del Presidente Clin­
ton de suspender la Pa^e 
crucial de la aplicaciOn del 
TItulo III de la ley Helms- 
Burton, en forma que algu- 
nos interpretaron como una 
especie ae "decldlr no deci- 
dlr", el congresista Lincoln 
Dlaz-Balart denuncid "el ci- 
nismo del Presidente Clin­
ton de querer confundir al 
pueblo americano con su de­
cision". Dlaz-Balart fue al 
grano, precisando que Clin­
ton susi^ndid por seis meses 
el derecho de los ciudadanos 
americanos a demandar ju- 
dicialmente a las empresas 
e individuos que trafican en 
Cuba con los bienes que il^ 
galmente les confisco la ti- 
ranla de Castro.

"Nuevamentc Clinton ha 
lermitido que. el chantaje y 
as presiones dicten su po- 
litica exterior, por encima 
del interds nacional , dijo 
Dlaz-Balart.
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Clinton works with, not against^ our allies

SAMUEL R. 
BERGER

Samuel R. Berger is deputy assistant to the president 
for national securtty affairs. He nrote this article for The 
Herald.

RESIDENT Clinton has been firmly commined 
1^ to bringing democracy to Cuba from the becin- 
^ ning of his administration. His decision last 
week to implement Title III of the Cuban Liberty and 
Bemocratic Solidarity (Libertad) Act represents 
another imporjant step toward that goal — and makes 
jhe best use of the tools that this important legislation 
offers.
. The president allowed Title III to take effect, giv­
ing .American nationals an unprecedented nght to sue 
JTo;-eign companies that profit from American-owned 
property confiscated by the Cuban regime. But the 
m'esident also suspended for six months the right to 
file suit. *

These twin actions make maximum use of Title III 
to increase pressure on the Cuban 
regime by working with our allies 
— not against them — to acceler­
ate change. Dunng the suspension 
period, the administration will ask 
our allies to take concrete steps to 
promote democracy in Cuba — 
pressuring the regime on human 
rights and economic freedom; 
providing aid to the forces of 
change within Cuba: withholding 
nonhumanitarian assistance to the 
regime; channeling humanitarian 
assistance to independent groups, 

not the Cuban government; and promoting business 
practices that advance human ri^ts. The allies know 
that if the president is not satisfied with the progress 
made after six months, he can end the suspension. 
i-By using Title III as a lever, not a sledgehammer, 

the president has created a compelling reason for 
companies to stop investing now — or live under the 
very real threat of a lawsuit. The^incentive on our 
allies to work with us has increased because puning 
Title III into effect establishes irreversible liability, 
and suits could be filed immediately if the president 
lifts the suspension. At the same time, the president 
has given our allies a window of opportunity to join 
with us in the effort to isolate Castro’s dictatorship — 
avoiding a rift that the Cuban regime surely would 
exploit.

The president's decision builds on a strong and 
consistent record of support for democracy in Cuba. 
Twice in the last two years, the administration has 
increased pressure on the Castro regime by tightening 
our tough economic embargo.

. - Then, when Cuban military jets shot down two 
unarmed American civilian aircraft on Feb. 24, bru- 
lafiy killing three American citizens and a Cuban 
U.S. resident, the president acted clearly and deci­
sively. He won the first condemnation ever of Cuba 
al the U.N. Security Council. And he took strong uni­
lateral steps against Havana, including new visa 
restrictions on Cubans, new limitations on the move­
ment of Cuban officials in the United States, the sus­
pension of charter flights to Cuba, and increased sup­
port for Radio Marti.

Most important, the president signed the Libertad 
Act and vigorously applied its provisions — giving 
the Treasuiy- Department power to impose civil pen- 
■aifies on embargo violators; encouraging support for 
independent, pro-democracy groups on the island: 
and, through Title IV, barring U.S. entry to foreigners 

nfiswho are profiling from confiscated .American prop­
erty. This month the administration notified seven 
executives of a major Canadian company that they 
would not be allowed to enter the United State's 
unless they stopped profiting from expropriated 
American property in Cuba.

Now. by choosing a smart course on the Libertad 
Act's Title 111. President Clinton has stepped up the 
pressure on the Cuban regime while enlisting others 
around the world in our campaign for change. That s 
glKcisely Title Ill's intent. By using it wisely, the 
president is advancing the cause of democracy in 
Cuba.

TTie president’s decision builds on a strong and consistent record of 
support for democracy in Cuba. Twice in the last two years, the 
administration has increased pressure on the Castro regime by tightening 
our tough economic embargo.
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The Gate Crasher

Open the door to democracy
Let Cuba experience economic growth

The following editorial is reprinted from The Phila­
delphia Inquirer

A MERICAN POLITICIANS have a hard time 
acting rationally about Cuba So President Clin- 
ton deserves some credit for heading off a nasty 

confrontation with .America's top trading partners 
But last week’s bizarre drama — in which the United 
States has already revoked visas to Bntish and Cana­
dian executives whose companies won't help isolate 
Fidel Castro — isn't over yet.

Clinton pulled otTa precanous balancing act. Ftrst 
he granted U.S citizens the right to sue foreign com­
panies that use property seized by Cuba during its 
revolution 35 years ago, then he suspended such suits 
for at least six months.

That measure is part of the Helms-Burton Act, 
passed by Congress earlier this year to force other 
nations to cut off investment in Cuba Furious. Can­
ada. Mexico, and the European allies threatened legal 
retaliation.

The act is pro'oably unconstitutional It Hies in the 
face of America's free-trade principles. It’s essen­
tially a form of economic biackmaii against countries 
that don't agree with U S policy on Cuba The 
administration opposed it until February, when Cuba 
shot down two unarmed planes piloted by exiles [and

American citizens) living in Florida.
In the emotional aftermath, Clinton signed the bill. 

The conventional wisdom is that he had no choice; 
the Cuban-exile community is powerful in Florida, a 
key electoral stale. With an eye toward the next elec­
tion. Clinton then postponed implementing the law­
suit provision until after November

Political'!’ Sure. But at least the president inserted 
common sense into a Cuban debate driven by rheto­
ric. During the six-month repneve, the administration 
says that it will try to persuade its allies to undermine 
Castro by other means. These include funding Cuban 
human-rights groups, denying nonhumanitanan aid. 
and designing an investment code to expand Cuban 
freedoms, much as the Sullivan Principles tried to 
channel investment in South Africa toward ending 
apartheid. All these etTorts make much more sense 
than a unilateral attempt to bludgeon allies into boy­
cotting Cuba. .And they recognize an essential fact 
that Congress seems to have missed;

The quickest way to bring democracy to Cuba is 
not to isolate the island, but to open it up to economic 
and political contact. That worked in. the Soviet 
Union and Eastern Europe It will help Cuba much 
more than hundreds of lawsuit;;, against our closest 
trading partners

at 996 Th* Philadelphia Inquirer


