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La Ley Helms-Burton y los
Cincuenta Afios en que EE.UU.
Defendi6 la- Libertad de Europa

En su visita a 1a Direccién de DIARIO LAS AME-
RICAS el martcs 20 de agosto, el Embajador Especial
del Presidente Clinlon para ¢l caso cubano y Ia Ley
Helms-Burton, Stuart Eizenstat, cntre varias impor-
tantes declaraciones formuladus sobre sus activida-
des, cxpresé 1o sigulente: "Los Estadns Unidos han
pasado cincuenta afios defendiendo la libertad y la
democracia en Furopa. Es justo que ahora, cuando
los Estados Unidos tratan de combatir al régimen cu-
bano, el unlco régimen opresivo que queda en el He-
misferio Ocecidental, Europa, intcgrada por pafses
aliados nuestros, nos ayude a restablecer la libertad
en la nacién cubana,”

El seflor Elzenstat expresé a DIARIO LAS AME-
RICAS, en unién del presligioso ¢x presidente de la
Comisién de Relaciones Internacionales del Congreso
estadounidense por muchos ailos, Dante Fascell, los
motivos que lo liecvan a entrevistarse con cubanos del
cxilio, a visilar Cunadd y México y a hacer gestiones
en faver dc la Ley Helms-Burton en Europa, donde
él tiene muy bucnos vinculos por haber sida detegado
estadounidense a la Unién Europea.

Mucha razén tiene el alto funcionario estadounidense
ara recordar esa ayuda eatruordinoria, decisiva y
cfinitiva que le dio ¢l gobierno de Washington a Fa-
ropa durante mds de cincucnta afios para defender
su libertad cuandn estaba mortalmente amenazada,
grvmcro por la Alemania de Hitler i' por la Unién
jética después. Si no hublese babldo esa partici-
pacién absolutamente necesaria de los Estados Unidos
¢n la defensa de Furcpa, con sus millones de soldados,
con su inmensa cantldad de muertos y con una con-
tribucién astronémica para la guerra y qarn 1a paz,
1a Alemania de Hitler habrfa hecho tablu rasa con
esa Furopa que hoy no quiere respaldar {n Ley Helms-
Burtan. Asimismo, después de lu Scgunda Guerra
Mundial la Unién Soviétlca habria avanzade sobre to-
da Europa convirtiéndola en naciones suléliles, como
ocurrié en la Europa Central.

Los estadistas y los dirigentes europeos que real-
mente s¢ sientan identificados con {a causa de la }i-
bertad universal, deben pensur en {a tremenda in-
Justicia quc representa no ayudar al pucblo cubano
a restablecer sus instituciones democrilicas { 1a vi-
geneia de sus derechos humanos, todo o cual ha side
secuestrado duranie mds de trcinta v siete afios por
:a tirania totalitaria marxista-leninista de Fidel Cas-

0.

Aunque no hubiese ese compromise moral y politico
de Europa con los Estados Unidoes por los mencionados
cincuenta aiflos y més de defensa estadounidense, la
sola causa de la libertad y de los derechos humanos
deberfa estimular a los europcos a bacer-todo lo po-
sible, eliminando ariumenl.os mds o menos artificia-
les, para que el pueblo de Cuba se reintegre al con-
cierto de las naclones libres.

The Helms-Burton Act and the
Fifty Years the U.S. Defended
Europe's Liberty

During his visit to DIARIO LAS AMERICAS on Tues-
day, August 20th, President Clintonk Spceial Ambas-
sador on the Cuban casc and the Helms-Burton Act,
Stuart Eizeustat, speaking about his activitics said
that "The United States has been defending Lliberty
and democracy in Europe for ﬂﬂt' years. It 1s right
that now, when the Unites States {ries to combat the
Cuban regime, the onlé oppressive regime left in the
Western emlsghcrc. arope, lntegrated by countries
that are our allies, helps us to restore
the Cuban nation.”

Mr. Eizenstat, together wilh the distingunished foryuer
Chairman of the KForeign Relalions Commilttee of the
U.S. Congress, Dunte Fascoll, expressed to DIARIO
LAS AMERICAS the reasons why he Is meeling with
some Cuben exiles, visillng Conada and Mexico, and
trying to get suﬂpoﬂ for the Helms-Rurton Act in Eo-
rope, where he hag very good relationships developed
{vj }le he was an American delegate to the Furopean

nion.

dom in

- The high-ranking American official is very right In
recalling the extraordinary aid, crucial and definitive,
that the U.S. government gave Europe for more than
fifty years to defend her liberty when such liberty
was threutcned to death, first by Hitler's Germany,
and later by the Soviet Union. ITad il not been for
that absolntcly necessary participation of the United
States in Eurape's defense, with millions of troops,
with huge numbers of casualties, and with astrono-
mical financial contributions for war and Jor peace,
Iitler's Germany would bave made mincemeat of that
Europe which today refuses to support the Helins-
Burton Act. Likewise, after World War II, the Soviet
Unioa would have advanced over the wholc of Europe
turning it into a group of satcliite nations, just as it
did in Central Europe.

Bolh European statesmen and leaders who really
feel Identified with the cauge of universal freedom,
should think about the tremendous injustice it repre-
sents not to helr the Cuban people restore their
democratic instifutions and uphold human rights, all
of which have been done away with for more than
thirty.seven years by the Marxist Leninist tolalitariun
tyranny of Fidcl Castro,

Even i such morul and political obligation un the
[mrt of Europe toward the United States because of
bose fifty and more years of Amcrican defense did
not exist, indecd the cause of frccdom and human
rights should compel the Ewropeans 1o do cverything
possible, eliminaling more or less arlificinl cxeuses,
so0 that the Cuban people muy rcturn to the concert
of free natlons.
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Ketty Gort s

hienvenida _ al Preside

Por VIVIAN CRUCET

La reconocida fotografa de
Miami Ketty Gort esta entre las
diez personas escogidas en Mia-
mi para darle la bienvenida al
Presidente de EE.UU. cuando
estuvo en Miami este jueves en
visita de campaiia por la Florida
y a su llegada al Aeropuerto In-
ternacional de Miami.

El primer dignatario estuvo en
Tampa , Sunrise y. Miami como
parte de su recorrido nacional
para conseguir votos. Ademas,
segun las encuestas, el Presiden-
te Clinton se encuenira en ven-
taja en nuestro Estado.

Su primera escala fue en Tam-
pa donde emitié un discurso en
Hillsborough High School y tuvo
un almuerzo privado antes de di-
rigirse a nuestra ciudad.

Clinton llegé a Miami las 2:00
de la tarde y su visita estuvo li-
mitada solamente a una recep-

ci6n privada de recaudacién en -

—

eleccionada para darle la
nte Bill Clinton

KETTY CORT

el hotel Sheraton de Bal Harbour
en la tarde del jueves. De ahi,

(Pasa a la Pag. 2B, Col. 1)

gty FARSTANS



Date: 07/16/96 Time: 11:23
CIn seeking a compromise, Clinton hopes to buy enough time to

In seeking a compromise, Clinton hopes to buy enough time to
persuade allies not to retaliate against the United States.
Refusing to impose the sanctions could have cost him key
Cuban-American votes in Florida and New Jersey, two key states in
his re-election bid.

The White House planned to announce the decision this afternoon
but Republican rival Bob Dole prodded Clinton hours before the '
decision to enforce the sanctions against Cuba.

‘‘president Clinton’s continued indecision until the last
possible moment demonstrates, once again, that this president is
rudderless when it comes to standing up for American principles
around the world,’’ Dole said. ‘‘Allowing American citizens whose
property was illegally stolen by the Castro regime to use American
courts to seek justice is the right thing to do.’’

MORE
APNP-07-16-96 1130EDT

Date: 07/16/96 Time: 11:20
CWASHINGTON (AP) In a decision fraught with political and

WASHINGTON (AP) In a decision fraught with political and
diplomatic consequences, President Clinton moved today to impose
tough anti-Cuba sanctions that could spark a dispute with U.S.
allies, an administration official said.

But the official, speaking on condition of anonymity, said
Clinton would seek to temper the decision by imposing a six-month
delay on lawsuits against foreign firms using property in Cuba
confiscated from Americans.

MORE
APNP-07-16-96 1126EDT
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Date: 07/16/96 Time: 11:24 .
inton will order a six-month delay on lawsuits

UThe source says Cli
The source says Clinton will order a six-month delay on }awsuits

against foreign companies that use American prqpe;ty seized 1n

cuba. European countries have threatened retaliation for any

sanctions.
APNP-07-16-96 1130EDT

Date: 07/16/96 Time: 11:22 .
inton administration source says the

UWashington) -- A Cli

(Washington) -- A Clinton administratiop source says the
president will impose tough anti-Cuba sanctions, but on a delayed
basis.

APNP-07-16-96 1128EDT

Date: 07/16/96 Time: 11:11
ASource says Clinton will invoke Cuba sanctions with six-month

Source says Clinton will invoke Cuba sanctions with six-month
delay in filing lawsuits.
APNP-07-16-96 1117EDT
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Clinton Sh::id not
Suspend Titlc (Il of the
Helms-Bur.an Act

In accordance with the Helms Gurton Aet {he president
of the United States of America. Bill Clinton. may ~but
he should not-- on July 1ith su<pend for six months the
enforcement of Title T of saidl ;v which Is of significant
imgortance for this legal instrunnt to be really effective
against the foreign husinessmn or manufaclurers who
are doing business in Cuba viih American-vwned pro-
pertics or companies that wer- confiscated Ly the Mar-
xist-Leninist tyrunny of Fidel i astro.

The president did the right :hing when he approved
the lelms-Burton Act in just roprisal to the brutal attack
on February 2ith agalnst twa vnarined planes of Brother
10 the Rescue murdering founr oung Cuhan men. Hut il
would not be scen in & favornsie light that he suspends
the application of Title 1[I b precluding its enforce-
ment on November 1st. This .tle 11 is subject Lo pre-
sidential suspenston cvery six .onths and Itis, we repeat,
what could actually put press: = on the Castro Lyranny
for the true democratization o he tormented Cuban na-
tion.

If the mechanisms for the ool claims can not he set
into motion un November 13t inst the theft of Ame-
rican pruperties by the Ol tyraony, the elfects of
the montioned law would he «tremely weak although
it has other aspects Lhat are ¢ trimental for Castro, but
not (o Wie point deserved b ©is international crimes
and against the Cuban peop’ .

The president must be firm .ulconfront thie pressures
of the communists, of the 3 ~..5ts and of the business
people for whom everything tves arvund their profits.
These elemeants, as everyoene -nows. are vividly interes-
ted, Deantically interested, in that the mentioned Tide
11 he suspended and {hat n . udicial action he started
In the United $tates of Amativ: against the businessmen
and cnlreprencurs who huve nowingly benefited from
the plundering by the Casti: vranny of the propesties
of American citizens, amon: - hich there are also many
of Cuban origin.

President Clinton has 10 a- . onsistently with what he
has said regarding (he quest - trueliberty fur the Cuban
Ecople. ITe has to conforo . what was said in Miaml

y Ambassador Madeleine ght in Iront of oo pe-
ople in the Orange Bowl avl e should alse act consis-
tently with what has bren oo ¢ Uy Ambassador Bubbit,
representing the Washinul. - Governmeni at Lthe Orga-
nization of American Statv

President Clintun must st v his stncerity and his cou-
rage so that this law may ac cieve ils goals to the benefit
of the Itberty and democyi. v of the Cubans and of his
awn polilical prestige.
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* Clinton Should not Suspend
 Title Il of the Helms-Burton Act

In accordance with the Helms-Burton Act the president
of the United States of America, Bill Clinton, may ~but
“he should not— on July 15th suspend for six months the
. enforcement of Title III of said law which is of significant

importance for this legal instrument to be really effective
against the foreign businessmen or manufacturers who
are doing business in Cuba with American-owned prop-
erties or companies that were confiscated by the Marxist-
Leninist tyranny of Fidel Castro.

The president did the right thing when he approved
the Helms-Burton Act in just reprisal to the brutal attack

. on February 24th against two unarmed planes of Brother
to the Rescue mur erinF four young Cuban men. But it
_would not be seen in a favorable light that he suspends
the application of Title ITI thus Igrecluding its enforcement

- on November 1st. This Title I11 is subject to presidential
“suspension every six months and it is, we repeat, what
. could actually put pressure on the Castro tyranny for
the true democratization of the tormented Cuban nation.

If the mechanisms for the legal claims can not be set
into motion on November 1st against the theft of Amer-
can properties by the Cuban tyranny, the effects of the
mentioned law would be extremely weak although it has
other aspects that are detrimental for Castro, but not
to the point deserved by his international crimes anc
against the Cuban people. S
The president must be firm and confront the pressure:
of the communists, of the leftists and of the busines:
eople for whom everything revolves around their profits
hese elements, as everyone Knows, are vividly inter
. ested, frantically interested, in that the mentioned Titk
* III be suspended and that no judicial action be starte:
in the United States of America against the businessme:
and entrepreneurs who have knowingly benefited fror
* the plundering by the Castro tyranny of the propertie
- of American citizens, among W ich there are also man
of Cuban origin.- S

- e% 4 MVt han bn nnt anncictentlv with what h
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has said regarding the quest for true liberty for the Cuba

: geople. He has to conform to what was said in Mian
Yy

Ambassador Madeleine Albright in front of 60,0(
people in the Orange Bowl and he should also act col
sistently with what has been said by Ambassador Babbi
representing the Washington Government at the Orga:
ization of American States. - - '

President Clinton n,"{ust show his sinceﬁty and his co

" rage so that this lay’'may achieve its goals to the bene:

of the liberty and democracy of the Cubans and of h
own political prestige.
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Tied in knots

T hf u{gencies of tAhc Cul;lan %cmodacy
election-year ct — already encour-
politics and an AN UMSEB“'[ ages. d :

uqe;pehcted new Cﬂbﬁ Helmlsjléu;tenxsno way [ | Unctl:r Helms-
crisis have compelled to set U.D. 1 jcy. Burton, the strict con-
President Clinton to  Tp . dorelgn Pl(:hcy ditions that Cuba has
cut an unwise deal with € presi en,t O“S tt0 {5 meet before any
Congress. The White veto the legislation. U.S. administration.

House apparently has

can normalize rela-

:Ereed to sign off on '
e Helms-Burton bill. It’s allegedly
crafted to tighten the embargo against
Cuba in such a way that its tougher sanc-
fions will speed Fidel Castro's demise
&nd bring frec democratic rule to Cuba.
' Castro’s Feb. 24 destruction of two
unarmed American airplanes has
nanipulated Mr. Clinton into adopting
islation that he had threatened to
yeto just a few months ago. The presi-
dent’s Republican rivals had that

e sanctions that he announced against
Cuba after the shoot-down were too
weak. In fact, short of military force, he
did about all that he unilaterally could
have done without hurting the Cuban
people more than the Castro regime.

ow, in agreeing to sign the Helms-
Burton measure, which is emerging out
of White House negotiations with
House-Senate conferees, the president
soon may find himself tied in knots. The
principal reason is a misguided last-min-
ute amendment that converts into law
all executive orders issued pursuant to
the U.S. embargo. '

This would strip Mr. Clinton, and
succeeding presidents, of authority to
éxtend, revise, or cancel a given execu-
tive order. Instead, any chanﬁ would
require Congress's approval. Mr. Clin-
ton thus would yield to Congress an
important presidential prerogative to set
U.S. foreign policy.

The president’s opportunistic
endorsement of the latest
version of Helms-Burton
after Cuba’s barbaric
downing of the two Cessnas
does not alter the legisla-
tion's shortcomings: )

W 1lts strategy of big
' .'.t_n:‘lzI tiny carrot could cost

‘Fidel Castro's regime some

foreign investment. But it
would make the Cuban
ple’s miserable living

- conditions even grimmer
without - encouraging the
sort of liberalization that
existing U.S. law — namely

Clinton

tions with a post-Cas-

tro government are so stringent that
most American allies could not meet
them as they are written. Helms-Burton
thereby effectively could exclude a
-Castro Cuba from the benefits of

.S. credits, lowered trade barners, etc.

B The bill places extraterritorial U.S.
restrictions on Canadian and Mexican
trade with Cuba. These strictures could
imperil the terms of the North American
Free Trade Agreement.

B Finally, the bill’s Title 111 presents
constitutional and practical pitfalls.
Title I11 seeks to dissuade foreign inves-
tors from cutting deals with Castro’s
regime by allowing U.S. citizens whose

ies the regime confiscated to sue

in federal courts the foreign corpora-
tions and governments that acquire
these rrorenia. ' oo
Title 111 may be unconstitutional
because it permits lawsuits in U.S.
courts over actions that occurred out-
side U.S. borders and that involved per-
sons who were not then U.S. citizens.
Worse, the bill permits U.S. authorities
to deny entry to this country to any for-
eigner “trafficking™ in these Cuban
properties. Even if this proviso doesn’t
t the Constitution, it_easily could
clog the federal courts — including the
already-overburdened, Miami-based
U.S. District Court for the Southern
District of Florida. ‘

As a sop, congressional conferees

eed to give the president

authority to suspend the
lawsuit provisions every six
months. This escape clause
appears to have given Mr.
Clinton a pretext to support
the bill.

Either way, the bill does
not do what its supporters
claim. The president
should not support Helms-
Burton based on election-
year urgencies and Castro’s
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criminal recklessness.
That's no way to set foreign |
policy.
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CANADA ANUNCIA REPRESALIAS CONTRA EEUU POR HELMS-BURTON

OTTAWAR, JUL 16 (REUTER) - CANRDA SE DECLARD HOY SATISFECTH
POR LA DECISION DEL PRESIDENTE ESTADOUNIDENSE, BILL CLINTON,
DE DEMORAR LA IMPLANTACION DE PARTE DE LA LEY HELMS~BURTON
CONTRA CUBA, PERC DIJO QUE SEGUIRA DESARROLLANDO SU PRORIA
LEGISLACION PARA COMBATIR LA LEY.

"NECESITAMOS ASEGURARNDS DE QUE ESTA DECISION NO SER
REVERTIDA UN DIA DESPUS", DECLARD A LA PRENGA EL MINISTRO
CONADIENSE DE COORERACION INTERNACIONAL, PIERRE FETTIGREW.

PEL GOBIERNG SEGUIRA CON SU DECISION DE CONTVRARRESTAR LOS
CEECTDS EXTRATERRITORIALES DE LA LEY PARA EL BENEFICIO DE LAS
CMPRESAS CANADIENSES EN CASO DE QUE SEA REVERTIDA LA DECISION
DEL PRESIDENTE", AGREGC.

PETTIGREW PRECISO QUE EL MINISTRO DE COMERCIG, ART
EGGLETON, REVISARA LA DECISION DE CANADA DE PRESENTAR EL CAS0
ANTE UN PANEL DE SOLUCION DE DISPUTAS EN EL MARCO DEL TRATADD
DE LIBRE COMERCIC (TLC) DE AMRICA DEL NORTE ¥ DECIDIRA cCuAL
SERA EL PROXIMO PASDC GUE TOMARA EL PAIS.

LA FECHA MAS CERCANA EN QUE CANADA PODRIA LLEVAR LA LEY
ANTE EL FANEL DEL TLC SERIA EL 29 DE JuLll.

EGSLETON DID L& BIENVENIDA A LA DECISION DE ESTADOS
UNIDOS, PERO DIJO A LA PRENSA QUE "ELLOS (ESTARDOS UNIDOS) AUN
NOS ESTAN APUNTANDO A LA CAREZA CON UNA PISTOLA"

ANAEDIO QUE LA LEGISLACION CANADIENSE PARA RESPONDER A LA
HELMS—BURTON SEGUIRA SU CAMING PARA CONVERTIRGE EN UNA LEY

ESTE ARG

naUN TENEMOS PREVISTO APRUBAR LA LEY EN EL OTORD
(AUSTRAL), PERD ESPERAMOS GQUE NO SE USE: NUNCA. ESTO DEPENDE DE
81 LA HELMS-BURTON SE APLICA", INDICO EGGLETON.

REUTER/ CAF ERK 191z GMT
LS 15115 @a7-16-906

i
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CLINTON QUEDA BIEN CON DIOS Y EL DIABLO EN CAS0 CUBAND
POR ORLANDO LIZAMA

MIAMI, MESA DE REDACCION, JUL 16 (REUTER) - EL PRESIDENTE
DE ESTADOS UNIDOS, BILL CLINTON, TRATO HOY DE QUEDAKR BIEN CON
DIOS Y CON EL DIABLO AL TOMAR UNA DECISION DE COMPRCMISO
RESPECTO A LA LEY HELMS-BURTON DE SANCIONES CONTRA CUBR,
DIJERCON AMALISTRAG.

EL MANDATARID AFIRMDO, A TRAVS DE SU PORTAVOZ, QUE
AUTORIZARA A ESTADOUNIDENSES QUE SUFRIERCON CONFISCACIONES EN
CUBA A DEMANDAR A EMPRESAS EXTRANJERAS QUE "TRAFIQUEN" CON 5US
ANTIGUAS RROPIEDADES EN LA ISLA.

PERO, POR OTRA PARTE, CLINTON FOSTERGO HASTA FEBRERO LA
APLICACION DEL TITULO III DE LA LEY QUE ESTABLECE LA
DOSIBILIDAD DE FRESENTAR LAS QUERELLAS ANTE LOS TRIBUNALES.

EL PORTAVOZ FRESIDENCIAL, MICHAEL MCCURRY, DIJO QUE LA
DECISION DE CLINTON APUNTA A ALENTAR A ALIADOS EXTRANJERCS A
TRARBAJAR CON ESTADOS UNIDDS FARA "ACELERAR CAMBICS EN CUBR".

CLINTON "RERMITIRA QUE EL TITuLO 111 (DE LA LEY
HELMS-BURTON) ENTRE EnN EFECTO. AL MISMO TIEMPO, SUSPENDERA EL
DERECHO A PRESENTAR DEMANDAS POR SEIS MESES", DIJO MCCURRY EN
UNA CONMFERENCIA DE FRENSA. '

“DURABNTE ESOS MESES LA CRSA BLANCA BUSCARA NEGOCIAR CON
LOS ALIADOS EXTRANJER(OS PARA REFORZAR SU FPOLITICA CONTRA EL
GOBIERNDO COMUNISTA DE CUBA Y DARA TIEMPO A LAS EMFRESAS QUE
TIENEN INVERSIONES A SALIRSE DE LA ISLA”, DIJO UNA FUENTE
LEGISLATIVA EN WASHINGTON.

"DICHO DE OTRA MAMERA, NI LO UNO NI LO OTRO SING TODO LO
CONTRARID", EXPRESO UNO DE LOS ANALISTAS EN MIAMI.

LISANDRD FPREZ, PROFESDOR ¥ DIRECTOR DEL INSTITUTO DE
INVESTIGACIONES CUBANAS DE LA UNIVERSIDAD INTERNALIONAL Diz LA
FLORIDA, EnN MIAMI, INDICC QUE CON SU DECISION &l MANDATARIO
CONSIDERD LAS PRESIONES POLITICAS INTERNAS Y LA OPINION DE LOS
ALIADDS COMERCIALES DEL PAIS QUE CRITICAN ABIERTAMENTE LA LEY.



CERM UNA DECISION DIFICIL POLITICAMEMTE RARA CLINTON,
rCnMIG GUE TOMAR EN CUENTA LAS CRITICAS DE MXICO, CANADA Y LA
COMUNIDAD EUROFA QUE HARBIAN HMI NEZADO COM TOMAR REPREGALIAS
COMERCIALES MUY SERIASY, EXPRESO.

ESOS PAISES INDICARON QUE ESTADOS UNIDOS ESTRRIA EN
ABIERTA INFRACCION DE LAS LEYES INTERNACIONALES AL APLICAR ENM
FORMA EXTRATERRITORIAL LA LEY HELMS-BURTON, QUE CLINTON FIRMO
A COMIENZOS DE ESTE ANRDO CUANDO CAZAS CUBANGOS DERRIBARON DOS
AVIONETAS TRIFULADAS POR ELEMENTOS ANTICASTRISTAS EN EL
ESTRECHO DE LA FLORIDA.

LA LEGISLACION, QUE ENDURECIOC EL ANTIGUO EMBARGO ECONOMICO
DE ESTADGCS UNIDOS CONTRA CUBA, APUNTA A AHUYENTAR A LGOS
INVERSIONISTAS EXTRANJEROS DE LA ISLA.

LA LEY HELMS-BURTON CUBRE LOS ACTIVOS COMERCIALES
CONFISCADOS TANTO A ESTADOUNIDENSES COMO A CUBANDS QUE LUEGO
ADDPTARON LA CIUDADANIA ESTADOUNIDENGE. '

TRAS LLEGAR AL PODER EN UnNA REVOLUCION EN 1959, EL
PRESIDENTE CUBANO, FIDEL CASTRO, NACIONALIZO LAS PROFIEDADES

© DE CASl 6.000 CIUDADANDE Y EMPRESAS ESTADOUNIDENSES.

SEGUN CALCULOS DEL GOBIERNO LE ESTADOS UNIDOS, ES0OS
ACTIVOS VALDRIAN ACTULAMENTE UNCH 6.000 MILLONES DE DOLARES.

FOR OTRA PARTE, CLINTON CONSIDERD LA IMRORTANCIA QUE
TIENEN LO3 VOTUS DE LA COMUNIDAD CUBAND-AMERICANA Y
ANTICASTRISTA DE LOS ESTADOS DE LA FLORIDA ¥ NEW JERSEY QUE
BUDIERAN SER YITALES EN SUS ASPIRACIONES DE RESULTAR REELECTQO
EN LDS COMICIOS DE NOVIEMBRE.

"LO QUE HA HECHG CLINTON AHORA HA SIDO MEDIATIZAR LA
SITUACION v QUITARSE EL PESO DE ENCIMA. NRDIE VA A QUEDAK
ABSOLUTAMENTE FELIZ N[ NADIE VA A QUEDAR ABSOLUTAMENTE
CONTENTO", DIJO FREZ.

"CLINTON, CONSISTENTE EN SU CARACTERISTICA DE NO PERDERLAS
TODAS POLITICAMENTE, ENCONTRO LA MANERA DE DEJAR ESTA DECIGION
PARA DESFUS DE LAS ELECCIONES", EXPRESO.

SIN EMBARGO, PREZ SEMALO QUE DE NINGUNA MANMERA LA
APLICACION DE LA LEY EN FORMA INMEDIATA LE HABRIA ASEGURAKDO A
CLINTON LA VICTORIA ELECTORAL EN FLORIDA Y NEW JERSEY.

LA COMUNIDAD CUBAND-AMERICANA EN ESTADOS UNIDOS ES
MAYORITARIAMENTE REPUBLICANA Y DE TODAS MANERAS VOTARA POR EL
CANDIDATO DE ESE PARTIDO EN LAS ELECCIONES, EXPRESO.

PARA RAYMUNDD RIVARALACIC, ANALISTA DEL DIARIC REFORMA DE
MXICO, LA PROTESTA INTERNACIONAL FUE UN BUEN RRETEXTO PARA
CDUE CLINTON TOMARA UNA DECISION A "MEDIARGUAR".

" CLINTON LE CONVING LA PRESION EUROPEA FARRA NO APLICAR
LAOLEY HELMS BURTON", EXPRESO.

UND DE LOS PRINCIFALES ASESORES DE CLINTON EN ASUNTOS DE
SEGURIDAD NACIONAL, SANDY BERGER, DIJO QUE ESTA SOLUCION
DESALENTARA LAS INVERSIONES EXTRANJERAS EN CUBR Y EVITAKRA
REFRESALIAS DE GOBIERNGS AMIGUS.

"DE ESTA MANERA UTILIZAMOS EL TITULO III NC COMO UNA MAZA,
C-1ND CDMD UNA PALANCA PARA LOGRAR LA DEmMUCRACIA EN CUBA",



FOCO ANTES DE HACERSE BEL ANLNIIO OFICIAL UM FUNCIONARIC Di
LA CASA BLANCA HABRIA DICHD QUE LOS PAISES ALIADDS DEBERIAN
SUSPENDER 5US FROPIAS REFRESALIAS CONTRA WASHINGTON.

YO ODIRIA QUE LOS ALIADGCS NGO DEBERIAN RPRECIRITARSE A
‘“!

JUZGAR FORGUE HAY UNMA SUSEENSION DE SEIS MESES EN EFECTE
DIJO EL FUNCIONARIG.

EL EFECTO INmMEDIATO DE L DECISION DE CLINTON NO PARECIOD
SER ELL BUSCADO.

EN BRUSELAS LA UNION EUROPEA DIJO QUE CONTINUA <SUS FLANES
DE TOMAR REPRESALIAS SI ESTADOS UNIDOS ARPLICA LA LEY.

AUN CUANDO SE MANIFESTO COMELACIDA FOR LA SUSPENSION DE
PARTE DE LA LEGISLACION, UN COMUNICADD DE LA UE DIO CQUE SU
NATURALEZA DE EXTRATERRITORIALIDAD SE MANTIENE.

REUTER/ OJL EPK 18435 GMT
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UE MANTENDRA REPRESALIAL CONTRA EEUU FOR HELME-BURTON

BRUSELAS, JUL 16 (REUTER) - LA UNION EUROFPEA MANTENDRA SUL
PLANES DE TOMAR REPRESALIAS CONTRA LAS LEYES COMERCIALES DE
COTADOS UMIDOS CONTRA CUBA, FESE A LA DECISION DEL PRESIDENTE
GILL CLINTON DE SUSFENDER POR AL MENCS SEIS MESES LAS QUERELLAS
LEGALES CONTRA EMPRESAS EXTRANJERASL.

EN UN COMUNICADO EMITIDO ESTE MARTES, LA UE INDICO QUE
AUNDUE ESTABG COMPLACIDA CON LA DECISION DE WASHINGTON DE
SUSRENDER LA AFLICACION DE LA LEY HELMS-BURTON, AUN MANTIENE
NATURALEZA EXTRATERRITORIAL DE LA LEGISLGUICN.

©
1

EL TEXTO INDICO QUE LAY EMPRESAS EUROPEARSS YA ESTAN
SUFRIENDU LOS EFECTOS DE LAS LEYES CONTRA CUBA ¥ LA Uk
SCONTINUARG COMSIDERANDDO CON URGENCIA CUAL ES LA MEJOR FORMA DE
DEFENDER SUS INTERESES. '

EL LUMES, LOS MINISTROS DE RELACICNES EXTERIORES DE LA UE
APROBARDN UNA SERIE DE MEDIDAS QUE SERIAN CONSIDERADARS GBI
CLINTON NO ELIMINABA EL LLAMADD “TITULO 111" DE LA LEY.

CLINTON NO USO SU RPOGDER DE VET(O, FERD SUSPENDIC POR AL MENOS

SEIS MESES LA POSIBILIDAD DE QUE UNA EMPRESA SEA DEMANDADA
LEGALMENTE EN UN TRIBUNAL ESTADOUNIDENSE FOR TEMER VINCULCS CON
CUBA.

REUTER/ CAF OJL 1842 GMT
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ESFAMNA SATISFECHA POR LA DECISION DE CLINTON SOBRE LEY HELMS

MADRID, JUL 16 (REUTER) — EL CANCILLER ESFAMOL MOSTRO HOY
5U SATISFACCION POR LA DECISION DEL FRESIDENTE ESTADOUNIDENSE
DE FRSTERGAR HASTA FEBRERD LA ENTRADA EN VIGOR DEL CARITULD
MAS CONFLICTIVO DE LA LEY HELMS BURTON CONTRA CUBA.

"DE MOMENTO HAY SEIS MESES POR DELANTE ¥ EGDO ES UNA BUENA
NOTICIAY DIJO EN RUEDA DE PRENSA ABEL MATUTES NADA MASDS
CONGCER LA DECISION DE CLINTON, QUE ARLAZA (LA FOSIBRILIDAD DE
DENUMCIAR ANTE LOS TRIBUNALES A LAS EMERESAS INVERSORAS EN
CuUBA,

"ESPERC QUE ESTE NUEVO PLAZO DE SEIS MESES NOS PERMITIRA
SEGUIR PROFUNDIZANDO LAS RELACIONES CON LA ADMINISTRACION DE
ESTADOS uUNIDDS RPARA ENCONTRAR SOLUCIONES SATISFACTORIAS PARA
TODOS," AFIRMO MATUTES.

ANTE LAS PRESIOMNES CONTRARIAS DEL EXILIO CUBANO Y DE SUS
ALIADOS EUROPEDS Y AMERICANDS, EL PRESIDENTE BILL CLINTON HA
ADORTADR, EN EL ULTIMO DIA QUE TENIA FARA HACERLDO UNA SOLUCION
‘DE COMPROMISO, SEGUN FUENTES LEGISLATIVAS.

CLINTON NO VETO LA ENTRADS EN VIGOR DEL DEMOMINADD TITULOD
I DE LA LEY HELMS-BURTON, QUE SANCIONA A LAS EMPRESAS
EXTRANJERAS INVERSORAS EN CUBA, PERO FOSTERGO SU APLICACION A
EFECTOS PRACTICOS. :

"NO ES PARA TIRAR COHETES PERO Y0 CRED QUE ... REPRESENTA
UNA REARCCION POSITIVA DE LGOS ESTADOS UNIDCS A& LA ACTITUD DE
FIRMEZA CONSTRUCTIVA QUE DECIDID TOMAR AYER (LUNES) LA UNION
EUROPER", LIJO MATUTES.

SIN EMBARGO, LA UE EMITIO UN COMUNICADO EN SU SEDE EN
BRUSELAS EN EL QUE DIJUO QUE AUNQUE ESTABR COMPLACIDA CONM LA
DECISION DE WASHINGTON DE SUSPENDER LA AFLICACION DE LA LEY
HELMS--BURTON, AUN MANTIENE LA NATURALEZA EXTRATERRITORIAL DE
LA LEGSISLACION.

EL TEXTO INDICO QUE LAS EMPRESAS EURDPEARS YA ESTAN
SUFRIENDD 05 EFECTOS DE LAS LEYES COMTRA CUBA Y LA UE
"0 NFINUHPQ CONSIDERANDD CON URGENCIA CUAL ES LA mEJOR FORMA
DE DEFENDER SUS INTERESES™



WRSHINGTON HA RECIBIDO CRITICAZ FEROCES DE LA UNION
EURCPRENR, CANADA Y mxICOo, QUE CONSIDERAN QUE LA LEY
HELMS-BURTON ES EXTRATERRITORIAL Y VIDLA ACUERDOS COMERCIALES
INTERNACIONALES.

LA SURRESION DE VISADOS A CIUDADANOS NORTEAMERICANOS O LA
ELABORACION DE UNA "LISTA NEGRAY DE EMPRESAS ESTADOUNIDENSES
S0ON ALGUNAS DE LAS mMEDIDAS GUE LA UE ANUNCIO FARA RESFONDER A
LA COMPLETA ENTRADA EN VIGOR DEL POLMICO CAPITULC IIL

CLINTON PROMULBO LA CONTROVERTIDA LEY PARA ENDURECER EL
EMBARGD ESTADOUNIDENSE CONTRA CURA EN MARZO, POCOS LDIAS
DESRUS DE QUE LA FUERZIA AEREA CUBANA DERRIBARA A DOZ
HAUIONETAS DE EXILIAROS CuBANOS.

EL CAFITULD TERCERO AUTORIZA A ESTADOUNIDENSES CUYAS
PROFPIEDADES FUERON CONFISCADAS EN CUBA A DEMANDAR A LA
EMPRESAS EXTRANJERAS QUE NEGOCIAN COM ELLAS.

LA SUSPENSION DE LA ENTRADA EN VIGOR DE ESTE FHELIGROSO ¥

CNEGRATIVO CARITULO I1I NOS DA SEIS MESES FARA CONTINUAR ESH

NEGOCIACION CON ESTADOS UNIDOS PARA EVITAR UNA CONFRONTACION
QUE SERIA PERJUDICIAL FPARA TODOS,” DIJO MRTUTES.

VARIAS EMRPRESAS EXTRANIJERAS HAN RIZCIEIDO YA ADVERTENCIAS
PROCEDENTES DE WASHINGTON, QUE AMENAZA INCLUSO CON RETIRAR EL
VISARD A <Us DIRECTIVOG.

ESPaEmA BES EL PRINCIFAL INVERSOR EN LA ISLA CARIBERA Y LA
HOTELERA SOL-MELIA HA SIDUO YA ADVERTIDA POR ESTADOS UNIDOS.

EL FRESIDENTE DEL FARTIDO DEMOCRATA-CRISTIANG, JCS
IGNACIO RASCO, QUE SE ENTREVISTO HOY CON MATUTES, TAMBIN
RECIBIO CON DRTIMISMO LA DECISION DE WASHINGTON.

"ESOUNG SOLUCION REALISTA, INTELIGENTE, FORQUE EN ESTE
PROCESO SE PULEDE NEGOCIAR, ACOPLAR CIERTUS FROBLEMAS QUE HA
TRAIDO LA LEY Y A L0 MEJOR HAY UNR SOLUCION SATISFACTORIA PARA
TUDAS LAS PRARTES,” AFIRMD RASCO.

"ES UN COMPAS DE ESPERA, TIENE ALGOC DE SALOMONICO ESTA
DECISION, PODRIA SER UN PRINCIPIO DE ENTENTE CORDIAL ENTRE LA
UNION EURCFEAR Y LOS ESTADOS UNMIDOS," DECLARDO RASCO, QUE
PERTENECE A UM SECTOR MODDERADD DEL EXILID CUBANQ.

REUTER, IGY CAF 1845 GmY
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ping out for him.

¢ VE PREPARED a statement that
E’ I'm offering to President Clinton
for delivery the next time that
planes fly from Florida into Cuban air-
space and are shot down.
It’s free of charge, and maybe he
won’t use it. But it is better than the stuff
that his speech writers have been whip-

i

° My fellow Americans: :

~“We have received word that another
private airplane has been blasted out of
the Cuban skies by Fidel Castro’s war-

planes. After examining the facts in this
1ncident, I have decided what my

response will be: I’m not going to do a
darned thing. Nope. No further sanc-
tions, no expressions of outrage, and no
urging the United Nations to pass some
kind of blah-blah resolution.

And I’m sure as
heck not going to get
American military
forces involved in
this spat.

.. Frankly, as presi-
ient of the greatest
ation in the history
f the world, 1 have
“aore urgent stuff to

vorry about than “PRIKE

jome Cubans in

Viiami who insist on RGYK“

flying where they

shouldn’t be flying and where they have
been repeatedly warned not to fly.

You want to ge* yourself killed, OK,
that is your business. In my job, it’s one
crisis after another. So I don’t need head-
‘ines and TV yelling about how we have
mother Cuban crisis. Especially when it
really isn’t a crisis, no matter what the
TV yappers say.

. :For one thing, you have no right to
violate Cuba’s airspace. I don’t care
what kind of villain you think Castro 1s,

[ — e em e e e

“or how noble you consider your cause to

be. Under international law, it is his

“country’s airspace, and he has the right

to warn you to keep out. And if you
don’t keep out — boom — you could be
shark lunch.

For another thing, you are violating
America’s laws when you do it. Our
government sets our foreign policy; you
don’t. That’s why we have been quietly
warning you, over and over again, to
knock it off. Now, I fully realize how
passionately the Cuban community in
South Florida feels about Castro running
what used to be their country.

Every presidential candidate fully
realizes how you feel. We’d be stupid if
we didn’t, because we want your Florida
votes and your hefty campaign contribu-
tions. That’s why every presidential can-
didate for the last 35 years has pandered
to you so shamelessly. And that’s why
we keep all these anti-Castro laws on the
books, which make it almost impossible
to establish anything resembling normal
relations with Cuba.

Think about that. We had history’s
most terrible war with Germany, Japan,
and — to a much lesser extent — with
laid-back Italy. Now we’re all pals.

We had another terrible war with
Vietnam. Now we are shaking hands,
making up and doing business with
Vietnam.

Let us not forget China, with which
we fought a bloody war in Korea. China
is still a commie country, but we do
business with it every day.

We’ve been shaking hands and mak-
ing up with all kinds of former enemies
all over the world, which is good,
because doing business sure beats count-
ing body bags. But who do we still treat
like our most dreaded enemy? A puny
island with a tired government and a fee-
ble economy that isn’t a threat to us or
anyone else. .

Why? Because hot-blooded members
of the Cuban community in Florida want
to bring back their good old days in
Havana and expect the rest of us to go
along with their mini-civil war.

CLINTON LIBRARY PHOTOCOPY

[ can understand that. Many of you
had it very good in Cuba before Castro
and his grass-roots revolutionaries took
over in 1959. Many of you, or your
elders, prospered as part of the wealthy
class that supported Fulgencio Batista,
the tinhorn dictator who ran the country.

With Batista — with his graft, corrup-
tion, gambling, prostitution, and police
death squads to murder those who dared
speak up — there was something for
everyone, from the American Mafia to
the big sugar companies to the elite class
of Cubans. Something for everyong but
the peasant class in the sugar fields and
the students who challenged the evil that
they saw. Ah, the good old days.

So when Batista grabbed his millions
and ran to save his hide, so did many of
those who are now living comfortably in
Miami while plotting somehow to over-
throw Fidel. Well, plot away. And
maybe some day they’ll pull it off,
although I doubt it. More likely, the pas-
sage of time, Fidel’s old age, and a ratio-
nal foreign policy will bring Cuba into
the mainstream.

But, please, don’t expect the U.S.
president and 250 million other Ameri-
cans to get hysterical every time you pull
some headline-grabbing stunt such as the
airspace caper.

Imagine this: What if residents of the
Chinatowns of San Francisco, New
York, Los Angeles, and Chicago got a
fleet of little airplanes and started buzz-
ing into the airspace of China and were
shot down? You think that I’d announce
that we weren’t going to buy any more
cheap alarm clocks from China or sell
them any more expensive computers? .

No, the pilots of the little planes
would be viewed as crazies. And I'd be
just as crazy to suI)port them.

So now you will declare me-an enemy
of freedom, you won’t vote for me, and
I’ll probably lose Florida. Which is why
that columnist in Chicago is nuts if he
thinks that I’ll give this speech.

© 1996 Tribune Media Services
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Clinton slips the snare

n the theory
that no subse-
quent sin 1§

quite as damnable as
original sin, President
Clinton did the right
;hmf by suspendin
implementation 0
Title I1] of the onerous

He gains

T e
NELMS-BURTON WAIVER

Congress passed the
House version, which
contained Title Il

ume by President Clinton

pos .“gcmlues e f that
sgainst G.S.’ ses, but this Ié;l%nsl alli old Can
trap won’t disappear.

aa—

ada, Mexico, and Brit-
ain and the rest of the

Helms-Burton Act for

six months. Title I1I allows U.S. citizens
whose Cuban propertics the Castro
regime_confiscated to suc, in federal
court, forcigners who 't ic” in those
properties.

Mr. Clinton’s announcement ‘on
Tuesday brought him scathing rebuke
from Republicans, unhappy regrets even
frora some Democrats, and a lessening
(at least temporarily) of anger among
USS. allies upon whose sovereign rights
the bill's extraterritorial reach intrudes.

The president wouldn't have been
pickling in_this self-brewed brine, of
course, had he not reversed himself
(again) and signed the bill after opposing
it {rom its inception. That was his origi-
nal “sin.” He committed it after Cuban
MiGs shot down two unarmed of Broth-
ers o the Rescue civilian planes in inter-
national airspace near Havana on Feb.
24, killing four crewmen.

This newspaper has supported from
its inception the U.S. embargo's prohibi-
tion on American companies and indi-
viduals doing business with Cuba. in
fact, we supported the Ser.ate version of
Helms-Burton after the troublesome
Title 11 was removed from it But after
Cuba’s calculated murder of the four
Brothers to the Rescue fhiers on Feb. 24,

European Uniop — 10
yow] in protest against its intrusion on
their sovereign rights. Yet the president
signed the bill anyway. .

Mistaken ju{lf;nent, big time, for two
reasons. The United States has every
right to bar its citizens and companics
from doing business in Cuba. It has no
right to tell other, equally sovereign gov-
ermments with whom they may 6o busi-
pess. The Europcan Union was ready to
retaliate against U.S. firms and execu-
tives doing business in Europe had Title
111 taken effect.

Second, many of the U.S. ownets of
property expropriated by Cuba have
taken income-tax deductions to offset
the loss. Worse, after March 12, 1998,
the bill permits lawsuits by Cuban
Americans who were Cuban citizens,
ot U.S. citizens, whep Castro took their
property. It will be interesting to scc
which U.S. appellate court will be first
to rule that the U.S. Consuitution does
not cover acts committed by a sovereigh
foreign government against its own citi-
zens outside U.S. temtory.

The Constitution 1s reasonably elas-
tic, but it won't stretch that far. But
President Clinton’s resolve on this mat-
ter ... well, that's elasticity of inter-

galactic reach.

FL
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SEN BOB GRAHAM

£ ] 1.a deciaién
Jol peesidonte
Bill Clinwon: de
IMponer  une
mmuialulia e
neis measek o lu
pucata en vigor
Jel Titulo 111 de
la Lev Helms-
Hnrran (que lo
otorps ¢l deie-
cno a cindadanns notteemericy
pos de demunuda e tibunales de
Fatadoa Unidoa a personas o
Lunpaliias que trahiquen ran pro-
pledades que fat fueran cunfince-
das a los primeras por cf acwal
pubietnu Se Culia) ha provacade
laa cencciones adversas que etnn
de esprrar. de loa politicns repu
blicanos vy de Ja comumderd
cubana exilisda, sin quc loprasu
desactivar lax crllicas y amenpai
de represalias do las potencias
cxtranjerns que se oponen abier-
tunente & la ejecncion de ests ley.
Uny vez mas, el presidente
Clinton apta por una solucion
salyinbuica que pone vn cviden-
cla su cardeter vacilauie riv come
placer s casi nadie. A pocos
meses Jde las elecciones, 1a acen-
tuacldn de este rasge del manda-
tarin nn s precisamente una cuno
de tiiunlu paa sacarla a refuswe
£l resultado neto de gu accion, al
menas a enrta plaza, no parcee
fuvuruble para el Piesidente, m
pura 1o “*polftica’ norteameri-
cana hacia L nha

Mmrla positiva

Sin cmbargo. juzgado con inds
detenwniento. podria ser que eda
dilacidn -—de .seis mesey ©
inclnsa de mAS tiempa-- temmtine
Pur obrar en L Jde esa palibica,
asi como de 1o intereses de oy
cubanos del exilin que hoy se
cienten estafados, o ab imeaos des-
ilusionadns, por ta aceidn presi-
dencial. Ln i opinién, ¢sin
moratoria de Ia Ley Hehins-Bur-
ton reaulta positiva en dos senti-
dos.

Put una pate, le coneede l
goblemo norteamericany un espu-
ein finico y politico paco llegar u
ulglu acuerdo con sus ahadex
sobre 1a dcharible cuestion de lus
inveesinnes extranjeras on Cubu,

Clinton y la Ley Helms-Burton "

Una vez mas, el Presidente opta por una
solucidn que muestra su cardcter vacilante,
sin complacer a casi nadie.

cspeclalmente an empresds o
eirenos confiseadas par ol répi-
men de Castro. By decit, ubliga
bajo amcnaza ¥ on un ticmpo
relativanienie breve, o yue paises
cama Crnada. México v los
migbivs de la Unidn Lurepea
chundonen su wradicional indife-
icncia hacia el despaties régimen
de La Habuna. Pueslu yue suw
relaviones comereinles con Bsta
doy Unidus estan en juego, v
puecsio que of de suponer que una
escalada de mutnas represaliag no
s ded nteidx Jo uadic. es prede-
cihic que unos ¥ Oires watarin de
Hewan @ un acuerdo y que esic
acucrdo serd. necesariamente, en
perjuicio de Castra bs deeir, Ia

Ley Helme Burton vy lu dentoruida

aphencion de an Titula W, eontri-
buirdn, ko uingung ulie accisn
naroamericang en el pasado. a la
bisyuecdu de una estratega giohal
contra 1a iranfa cubana.

Per nlra parc. ¢l que un grupo
de ¢ivdadanoy nontcaniericanos
damnificados por esa tiranja no
tenga la eportunidad -—al menos
ahora mismo— de detbauda «
companias o individues extranje
oy ey votmpraa o tabean con
propiedudes que 125 fueran con-
[iscadas en Caba poede fence
whien un efteto pelitico pusi-
tivn deade ¢ punto de vista de 1o
comumdad subuua cailiada.
Afirmo c10 porque 63105 quere
Nar judiciales que ampara ef
Titulo [ ¢ Yo Ley Helms Burton
us iy didicl que pudieran resale
yerse €n 1os tribunales, como va
alpinns cxperos han llegado 2
reCUtugen, shig s bic ¢narre-
glos extrgindicinies cuyo resul
fade neto seria -—en nn pgran
namero dg gaser--- ol avenl-
mientn de o propictarios tegiti-
TR I OVEEHRL U CoImpenyacion
manatarin de parte de las compa
fiius yue ya usufiuctuan sus bie-
nes en Cuba, Es decir, vn arreglo

mercantil que contribuiria a tegre
timar ¢} deapojo de los propieta-
riow cubanos tias dx Lies décadas
despues —aundquz muchos de
ellos, por no ser civdadanve nw-
leansricanos, o por fala de
recurios, no endrian derecho u
deiandan 2 nadie y, en conses
auencin, ¢ quedarian al margen
del Hiigiv v lws voinpensaciones.

Wnestabilidad palitice

Lus que preferins yue se
mantenga I incstahilided politico
del régimen de Casuiv Jebemos
alegrarnng de que vn cxista oste
expediente legal, quc pudriu des-
winbocar &n 1a practica masiva de
arrcglos cxtrajudiciales poara con-
sulida s Luversioues cubanas de
nn grupo de ompresarioa sventu
raros v, de paso, legilitna tardia-
mente una arcitn politiea del cas-
trismo.

Nn say de lns que erce que la
Ley Helms-Bu:ton, pur ahuyentar
de Cuba a alginos inversiomstas,
consiga el %enumbe del cag-
Lsino. Afinnar esto es descenn.
ccr 1a naturaleza y el modus ope-
ramii Je o yue va es la tirania
mas larpa de cste continente, Que
gntaria Cispuesta 4 (esishis priva-
clones ain mayarcs de las que
pudietan derivarse del cumpli-
inienty inmediato de esta ley. s
cmhargn, (a Ley Helma Burton vy
el debate tnteiuacivial yue de ella
sk deriva y que lleva al presidente
Clinton a su accion dJe exta
semana. pueden cantrihuit decisi-
vamente, aunque muchos uo le
vean asj hoy, 2 nna mayor con-
ciencla internacional del anacrd-
nicu tepumen de lidel Castro, y
dc lu neeesidad de su remosion.

Vicente Echerti ¢s escritar x pertn-
disiz cubane.

Rone
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Business Groups Urge Clinton to Disallow Suits

By Thomas W. Lippman

Washington Post Staff Writer

With the decision deadline approaching
fast, some of the nation’s bhiggest and most
influential business organizations have urged
President Clinton to waive enforcement of
one of the most controversial parts of the
new law aimed at tightening the economic
noose around Cuba.

The provision, Title III of the law known
as the Helms-Burton Act, would allow U.S.
citizens—including Cuban Americans who
were not U.S. citizens when Fidel Castro
came to power on the island—to sue foreign
organizations in U.S. courts if they “traffic”
in seized property to which the Americans
have a claim. Clinton must decide by July 15
whether to allow the controversial measure
to take effect.

Major U.S. allies and trading partners, in-
cluding Canada and the European Union, ob-
ject strongly to the measure, which, in their
view, is an effort to force them to comply
with a U.S. policy toward Cuba that they do
not support. But conservative politicians in
this country—and many Cuban Americans in
politically crucia! Fiorida—favor the meas-
ure, which they see as a potential campaign
issue this fall if Clinton decides to waive it.

The National Association of Manufactur-
ers, the U.S. Chamber of Commerce, the
National Foreign Trade Council and other
groups told the president that enforcement
of the measure would jeopardize U.S. eco-
nomic interests abroad, invite retaliation and
fail to accomplish its stated purpose.

“As an aggressive promoter of U.S. inter-
ests abroad, you shcild be the first to recog-
nize what is at stak>,” NAM president Jerry

J. Jasinowski wrote Clinton. “The NAM
strongly urges you to waive Title IT of the
Helms-Burton act.”

The other groups, in a separate letter,
said that many of their members “had prop-
erty in Cuba that was expropriated by the
Castro regime. Yet many of these companies
. . . do not believe that Title III brings them
closer to a resolution of these claims. To the
contrary, Title III complicates the prospect
of recovery and threatens to deluge the fed-
eral judiciary with hundreds of thousands of
lawsuits.”

They also said it would invite retaliation
against U.S, companies abroad and “drive a
wedge between the United States and our
democratic allies that would significantly hin-
der any future multilateral efforts to encour-
age democracy in Cuba.”

Opposition is widespread among U.S. cor-

CLINTON LIBRARY PHOTOCOPY
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Over Seized Property in Cuba_

porations that do business abroad, according
to Robert L. Muse, a Washington lawyer
who represents several of them. “We as mul-
tinational corporations are the beneficiaries

of international law. Therefore we oppose

any breaches of that body of law such as are
contained in Helms-Burton,” he said.
He and other critics of Helms-Burton have

also suggested it-may be unconstitutional,

because it confers on U.S. citizens born in
Cuba legal rights unavailable to those born in
Vietnam, Iran or other countries where a
hostile regime took power and confiscated
properw. . - .
Until late February, the administration
shared those sentiments and the president
was prepared to veto Helms-Burton, named
for its chief sponsors, Sen. Jesse Helms (R-
N.C.) and Rep. Dan Burton (R-Ind.). But af-
ter Cuban warplanes shot down two small

aircraft operated by a Miami-based Cuban
exile group, Brothers to the Rescue, the ad-
ministration switched overnight to support.
of the bill. -

The administration has begun implement-, -
ing a section of Helms-Burton that bar§ en-
try into the United States of executives from .
companies that invest in Cuba. - '

Title TII goes into effect unless Clinton .
suspends it by July 15. The president and his
advisers have given few if any signals of their’
intentions. One White House official said he
expects an “eleventh-hour decision.”

Helms, to apply a little political heat of his |
own, plans a speech here Tuesday in which.
he will “explain why it is vital that this inte--

al provision of the law be implemented and -
elforced,” his office announced. His platform

be a conference on Helms;Burton spon- -
ed by Pat Robertson’s Regent University. -

CLINTON LIBRARY PHOTOCOPY
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Clinton please on the Helms-Burton decision?

for six months. If he does nothing, it
automatically takes effect on Tuesday.

There are strong arguments in favor
of granting the extension, the para-
mount being that it would represent an
accommodation to the concerns of our
allies, a group that includes Canada,
Mexico, Japan, Great Britain, France,
Germany, Italy, Spain, all the countries
of the Caribbean and Latin America.

These countries have complained
that the United States has no right to
punish their corporations that do busi-
ness in Cuba. They point out that the
United States complained when Arab
countries told American companies they
couldn’t do business with them if they
also did business with Israel.

Many critics of the Helms-Burton law
have blamed its implementation on the
supposed political clout of Miami's
Cuban-American voters. Clinton him-
self stands accused of political pander-
ing by agreeing to sign the measure after
Cuban MiGs shot down the two
unarmed Brothers to the Rescue planes
in the Florida Straits last February.

This reasoning hoids that Clinton
would rather try for Cuban-American
votes, which historically go heavily
Republican, than maintain the status
quo with the world trading community.

Nonsense.

The fact of the matter is that Clinton
has little to gain politically by letting the
law take effect. From a purely mathe-

matical standpoint, the Cuban-Ameri-
can community’s votes don't count for
enough in a presidential election to war-
rant serious pandering, especially by a
Democrat.

That may sound harsh, but it’s true.

By most measures, Cuban Americans
will cast about 4 percent of the votes in
Florida on Nov. 5. Probably three out of
four of those Cuban Americans will
reflexively go to the Republican candi-
date. To this group, it doesn’t matter
what Clinton does with Helms-Burton
or any other matter affecting Cuba.
They'il find a reason to vote against
him.

“We already expect him to imple-
ment it,” state Sen. Alberto Gutman
told me last week, “so he won't get any
more points for doing it.”

That leaves just | percent of the Flor-
ida total vote even open to Clinton’s
appeal. This is the only group he risks
alienating if he pulls the plug on Helms-
Burton. And in reality, only a portion of
them would actually leave and cast their
ballots for Bob Dole.

These are numbers not worth fighting
over — and certainly not worth precipi-
tating an international crisis over.

So why will Clinton ignore diplo-
matic niccties and stick with the law?

[ think there are several factors at
work herc. For starters, Clinton’s antip-
athy toward Fidel Castro is longstand-

ing.

In 1980, when Clinton was at the end
of his first term as Arkansas’ governor,
Castro instigated the Mariel boatlift.
Many of Cuba’s worst criminals ended
up in Fort Chaffee, Ark., and promptly
rioted.

Clinton was defeated for re-election,
in large part because his opponent sad-
dled him with the blame for the melee.
Clinton blamed the riot — and political
humiliation — on Castro and now
doesn’t hesitate to deliver paybacks.

Many also overlook the fact that as a
candidate in 1992, Clinton embraced a
predecessor to the Helms-Burton bill
even before then-President George Bush
did. And they fail to appreciate that
Clinton has personal experience with
the pain of Cuban exiles through his
sister-in-law, Maria Arias Rodham.

But even beyond all that, the critics
miss the most important point: Clinton
believes that this is good policy. And 1
use the word good in the moral sense.

Punishing corporations that trade
with Cuba 1s, quite simply, the right
thing to do in Clinton’s mind.

This isn’t just conjecture on my part.
The president defended his backing of
the Helms-Burton law during his trip to
Miami on April 29 to speak at a party
fund-raiser. His comments drew little
notice at the time because they
amounted to an aside in an otherwise
lengthy address touting his administra-
tion’s achievements.

CLINTON LIBRARY PHOTOCOPY

But, in explaining why he signed the
Helms-Burton bill. he outlined a philos-
ophy ‘of using national power -— eco-
nomic and military — to achieve a
moral outcome in other countiies. Here
are his words:

“What we do now in this critical
period coming out of the Cold War and
moving into a global economy and a
global society will have a profound
impact on whether other great countries
stand up for pecace and freedom,
whether other great countries define
their greatness in terms of whether they
can help people live their own
lives, ... "

Clinton said the United States is
uniquely positioned to exercise this sort
of moralistic imperialism because ‘“no
one believes we wish to dominate any-
one.”

Of course if by strangling Cuban
investment Clinton collects a ?ew more
votes from Cuban Americans this fall,
that’s a political reward he’ll happily
take. But that isn’t what this is about.

Foreign corporations and their gov-
ernments may scrcam and shout about
their unfettered right to invest in Cuba.
But Clinton seems utterly determined to
remind them of a higher moral duty to
work for freedom against oppression.

No-brainer.

_Tom Fiedler’s column also appears on
Thursdays on the Viewpoints page.
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CLINTON SIGUE

GANANDO PUNTOS EN ENCUESTAS

El presidente Clin-
ton ha estado ganan-
do puntos con la
comunidad cubanoa-
mericana ultimamen-
te por sus decisiones
de firmeza en la Ley
Helms-Burton. Las
cartas de aviso a los
comerciantes que
estan traficando con
propiedades robadas
ya han sido enviadas
y las que les avisan,
ademas, de la nega-
cion de visas de
entrada a Estados
Unidos. Existe un
plazo e espera de 45
dias para la aplica-
cion de las sancio-

Si hacemos un
analisis sereno y sin
sospechas, podremos
comprobar, que
Clinton ha hecho
mas por la libertad
de Cuba que la
mayoria de los

_ presidentes republi-

canos que han pasa-
do por la Casa
Blanca.

No obstante, en la
comunidad cubanoa-
mericana se sigue
una poliza de des-
confianza hasta que
pasen las elecciones
y poder comprobar,
si gana Clinton, que
sucede entonces.

nes. Por Mercedes Torres

no es hacia el futuro.

By Ruth Fremsc
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PENSAMIENTOS

de Emilio Cabrera
La moral regresaré al mundo cuando nos
convenzamos de que el cambio que necesitamos

s hacia el pasado.

-
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CLINTON LAUNCHES CAMPAIGN TO PRESSURE CASTRO ON DEMOCRACY

(Will soon name special envoy to coordinate drive) (800)
By Alexander M., Sullivan
USIA White House Correspondent ?ﬂ/}

washington -- President Clinton is launching an intermational campaign
to pressure Fidel Castro into moving toward democracy and a better
life for Cubans.

The president will scon name ecial envay to coordinate the drive,
and, ueing the possibility of damage SUiTs againsat some foreign gff

companies doing businegsg in Cuba, will try to persuade other nations - : 4
to join the United States in driving Ravana a ong the path of _ //
political and economic reYXorm. M‘*—*; ase)

"The time has come," Clinton said in a written statement announcing PPy ufchlj
hic decision on implementing Title III of the Helms-Burton Act, "for .

our allies and friends to do more -- to join us in taking concrete 4 4 Zggiibeuxﬁ-

skeps to promote democracy in Cuba."

The president said he will allow the provisions of TilLle ITT "to come g'ggif 41t7 /
into force. As a result all companies doing busineses in Cuba are i Céﬂ ,
hereby on notice that by trafficking in expropriated American
property, they face the prospect of lawsuits and significant liability
in the United States." The law allows suit in U.S. courts against
firms owning or ovperating property confiscated by the Castro regime

A sl

since it geized power in 1959. )
But Clinton suspended for six months the right of U.S. nationals to
actually file suit; they may prepare leyal documents and take other > .
measures short of suing, however. Clinton said he will use the period V23 :
“to build support from the internatiocnal community on a series of

steps to promote democracy in Cuba," and when it has ended, he said he Cale A %
will evaluate the results of the drive and determine whether Lo extend

the suspension for a second six-month period, or to end it. /q_ AZZZJ 4

"Our allies and friends, " he said, "will have a strong incentive to . .
make progress because, with Title III in effect, liability will be 7é£4&4b¢1J )
established irreversibly during the suspension period and suits could

be hrought immediately when the suspension is lifted. And for thatr gLLJ
very reason, foreign companies will have a strong incentive to - “
immediately cease tralficking in expropriated property -- the only ™ AP e at

sure way to avoid future lawsuits.*®

Republican Senator Jesse Helms, principal spenaor of the legislation,w£§z°kl—'cféf

assailed Clinton's action, calling it "all talk and no substance." He
accused Clinton of capitulating to Castro and foreign business //)5‘ Alakihc‘(J

interests in suspending the right to sue, but pledged "the law will
not be mitigated by the presidenr's lack of courage." ;bﬂ(JbLJ7,ﬁ~u4uJL¢£LJy

Sandy Berger, Clinton's deputy national security adviser, told ad );;‘L,JZA7A4L£4£:;

reporters the president's purpose was to "use the leverage" of Title —
1II "in the most efficient manner to promote fundamental change in
Cuba." He called the tool "not a sledgehammer but a lever."

He said the administration and Clinton's special envoy "will work
vigorously" with U.S. allies "to build support erieg of steps
to promote democracy in Cuba. we'GITi‘EEEgEE’EZ§?§E§_§ESE‘IEEEE“EE¥5rt
with the allies and we Will see whether they will make a serious

effort with us. They know that as they make that serious effort,
liability is accruing."

Berger contended Clinton "substantially increases" U.S. "credibilicy"
with the allies by suspending the right to file suit. The aim, he
explained, "is to ger them to join us in building a broader coalition
for democracy in Cuba."
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He said the law defines "trafficking" in confiscated property in broad
terms and could be interpreted to impute liability not only to owners
of expropriated property but to firms who supply them with goods or
services, or who otherwise mainrain a business relationship.

Berger said the Clinton step could induce foreign companies "to cease
trafficking in expropriated properties since they will live under the
constant threat of future lawsuits. The only way in which thay can be
assured the suspension would not end ig by ceasing to invest and to
traffick in confiscated property."

Peter Tarnoff, under secretary of state, said Clinton's action ig
intended to focus attention of Cuba, noft on recrimination batween
Washington and its allies. He gald the disagreemenlt among allies had
"overshadowed our shared goals" of promoting fundamental change in
Cuba. "These disagreemente," he explained, "had the potential To
prevent any real cooperation between ocurselves and major countries
arcund the world around the question of bringing about democratic

reform in Cuba." He said Waghington now "has new ways to combine and

increage our collective ability to promo € 1island.
—_—

Berger teld a questioner the companies potentially affected by U.S.

lawsuits unless they divest themselves of expropriated property “"have

ample lawyers to figure out how to comply in a way in which they will

not have a surviving liabilivy.»
NNNN
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- Clinton slips the snare

n the theory MR
that no subse- - HELMS-BURTON WAIVER

He gains time by

-/ quent sin is
quite as damnable as

Clinton did the right

Congress passed the
House version, which
contained Title HL

President Clinton

onginal sin, President post%mnﬁll:enﬂﬁes knew full well that
against U.S.

ghinf by su_spendm%
upf ementation o
Title ItI of the onerous

trap won’t disappear.

- «  Title III would cause
es, but this .. 's. allies — Can.
ada, Mexico, and Brnit-
ain and the rest of the

Helms-Burton Act for

six months. Title 111 allows U.S. citizens
whose Cuban properties the Castro
regime confiscated to sue, in federal
court, foreigners who “traffic™ in those
properties.

Mr. Clinton’s announcement on
Tuesday brought him scathing rebuke
from Republicans, unhappy regrets even
from some Democrats, and a lessening
(at least temporarily) of anger among
U.S. allies upon whose sovereign rights
the bill's extraterritorial reach sntrudes.

_The president wouldn’t have been
pickling in this self-brewed brine, of
course, had he not reversed himself
(again) and signed the bill after opposing
it from its inception. That was his origi-
nal “sin.” He committed it after Cuban
MiGs shot down two unarmed of Broth-
ers to the Rescue civilian planes in inter-
national airspace near Havana on Feb.
24, kilting four crewmen.

This newspaper has supported from
its inception the U.S. embargo’s prohibi-
tion on American companies and indi-
viduals doing business with Cuba. In

fact, we supported the Senate version of

Helms-Burton after the troublesome
Title 111 was removed from it. But after
Cuba's calculated murder of the four
Brothers to the Rescue fliers on Feb. 24,

L European Union — to
yowl in protest against its intrusion on
their sovereign rights. Yet the president
signed the bill anyway.

Mistaken judgment, big time, for two
reasons. The United States has every
right to bar its citizens and companies
from doing business in Cuba. It has no
right to tell other, equally sovereign gov-
ernments with whom they may do busi-
ness. The European Union was ready to
retaliate against U.S. firms and execu-
tives doing business in Europe had Title
111 taken effect.

Second, many of the U.S. owners of
property expropriated by Cuba have
taken income-tax deductions to offset
the loss. Worse, after March 12, 1998,
the bill permits lawsuits by Cuban
Americans who were Cuban citizens,
not U.S. citizens, when Castro took their
property. It will be interesting to see
which U.S. aﬂpellate court will be first
to rule that the U.S. Constitution does
not cover acts committed by a sovereign
foreign government against its own citi-
zens outside U.S. temtory.

The Constitytion is reasonably elas-
tic, but it_wom't stretch that far. But
President Clinton’s resolve on this mat-
ter ... well, that's clasticity of inter-
galactic reach. :
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Aliados de
EU preparan
ataque contra
Ley Helms

Postergacién no
calma los 4nimos

Por CYNTHIA CORZO
Redactora de El Nuevo Herald

Apenas aliviados por la moratoria

norteamericana a las demandas contra

compaiifas extranjcras que operan en
Cuba, pafses aliados de Estados Unidos
avanzan en la creacién de medidas para
contrarrestar los efectos de la Ley
Helms-Burton y penalizar a Washing-
ton.

La reciente tergacién, por parte
del presidente g:ﬁ Crl?nton, de 1a cldv-
sula mds controversial de la ley, la cual
permite demandar a compaiifas extran-
jeras que comercien con propiedades
confiscadas en Cuba, no parece haber
bastado para disipar la nube de criticas
que rodea el asunto. .

“Positiva pero insuficiente”, dijo sir
Leon Brittan, comisario de Comercio de
la Unién Europea.

Los gobiernos de Europa, que habian
amenazado con represalias contunden-
tes, no disimularon su alivio por la pos-
tergacién, aunque no ¢s lo que ellos que-
rlan: la abolicién de la ley.

“Es una buena noticia pero no es para
tirar cohetes”, dijo Abel Matutes, minis-
tro de Relaciones Exteriores de Espafia.

La Comisién Europea expresé preo-
cupacién porque, a pesar de la posterga-
cion, las empresas extranjeras serdn res-

003



PVLDAVIVDI UT UALUD Y PTLUICIOS ante 105
ciudadanos estadounidenses a partir del
Iro. de noviembre.

La puesta en vigor del Articulo III de
la ley permite que el 1ro. de noviembre,
los reclamantes notifiquen a las empre-
sas extranjeras que, si no se retiran en 30
dfas, los dafios a pagar podrian aumen-
:iarc'l hasta tres veces el valor de la propie-

ad. .

El ministro italiano de Comercio
Exterior, Augusto Fantozzi, sefialé que
aplazar la Ley Helms-Burton “demues-

VEA HELMS-BURTON, 12A




sus aliados vigilar derechos humanos en Cuba
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Dada la postergacién del Arti-
culo IIl, al menos el visado de
entrada y fa lista negra podrian
quedar pendientes hasta nuevo
aviso.

La medida mds factible es Ia
presentaciéon de una legislacion,

que neutralice las repercusiones .

extraterritoriales de la Ley
Helms-Burton, la cual tendr(a
que ser adoptada por cada miem-
bro de la UE,

“El riesgo real permanece, con-
tinuaremos proveyéndonos con
medidas necesarias para defen-
der nuestros intereses”, dijo

Peter Guilford, portavoz de la _

Comisidn Europea..

Espafia asegura estar lista. Fun-
cionarios gubernamentales infor-
maron que el proyecto de ley
suyo estd prdcticamente prepa-
rado.

Desde Madrid se unid a las cri-
ticas la voz de Eloy Gutiérrez
Menoyo, dirigente del grupo
moderado de exiliados Camhio
Cubano, que aboga por ¢l levan-
tamiento del embargo a Cuba.

“Es una solucidn de poner un
parche, no resuelve lo fundamen-
1al, que es que la Ley Helms-Bur-
ton es una ley injerencista, de la
época de las cavernas”, dijo
Menoyo, que se reunié el miérco-
les con Matutes. .

Agreg6 que la ley no sélo perju-
dica directamente a Ja poblacion

" cubana sino podria provocar un

endurecimiento del régimen cas-

trista, que daria al traste con el
acuerdo migratorio firmado con
Estados Unidos. '

“La Ley Helms-Burton aprieta
a |l millones de cubanos que no
tienen nada que ver con el sis-
tema imperante”, dijo Menoyo,

México lamenté ia decisidn de
poner en vigor la ley, al advertir
que, por el cardcter temporal de
la suspension de las demandas,
su gobierno *'se reserva el dere-
cho a tomar todas las medidas,
internas e internacionales, nece-
sarias para defender los intereses
tanto de las empresas mexicanas
como de sus nacionales”, afirmé
en un comunicado la cancillerta
azteca.

Hasta en el Lejano Oriente
hubo repercusiones con respecto
a la Ley Helms-Burton y la pos-
tergacion del Articulo TII. Viet-
nam, a quien Estados Unidos
eximid de sanciones econdmicas
que estuvieron en pie dos déca-
das, se unio al coro de criticas.

Japén, uno de los socios
comerciales mas importantes de
Estados Unidos, advirtié que la
ley sigue siendo un arma violato-
ria de la ley internacional.

En Bangkok, un funcionario
canadiense insté a Washington a
unirse a su pais en los esfuerzos
por cambiar el comunismo
cubano, pero sin amenazar a La
Habana con sanciones,

“Lo basico es que la Ley
Helms-Burton es una mala legis-

lacidn y que se deberian reformar

" o eliminar algunas de sus disposi-

ciones”, dijo Lloyd Axworthy,
ministro de Asuntos Exteriores,
que agregd que estd complacido
por la decisién de Clinton de pos-
tergar las demandas.

Mientras los paises aliados se
preparan para arremeter contra
la Ley Helms-Burton, Washing-
ton los instd a adoptar medidas
concretas para aumentar la pre-
sion sobre el gobierno de Cuba e
iniciar el camino hacia la demo-
cralizacién de la isla.

Nicholas Burns, portavoz del
Departamento de Estado, explico
que se ha pedido a los gobiernos

aliados que establezcan grupos .

de vigilancia de derechos huma-
nos en Cuba, que envien sola-
mente ayuda humanitaria y que
pongan en marcha un sistema de
restricctones comerciales similar
al impuesto contra Sudifrica.

“Necesitamos lograr que nues-
tros aliados europeos, Canad4 y
México, se involucren més en el
esfuerzo de promover la demo-
cracia y los derechos humanos en
Cuba", dijo Burns.

El secretario de Estado Warren
Christopher pasé parte del mar-
tes en conversaciones telefénicas
con sus homdlogos de Canadi y
Europa, senald el portavoz,
[ntentaba reunir apoyo para el
plan de Clinton de aprovechar la
moratoria de seis meses para
umpulsar el cambio en Cuba.

“Si eilos estdn tan interesados

en Cuba, si realmente quieren
ver que se respeten los derechos
humanos y que las libertades
politicas y econ6micas empiecen
a echar raices alli, deberian coo-
perar con nosotros™, dijo Burns.
“Si los gobiernos curopeos
quicren cooperar con nosotros,
tienen que poner algo de su parte.
Necesitamos ver una mayor
medida de cooperacién™.

Eso parece ser lo mis dificil,
incluso aunque se nombre un
propuesto enviado especial de la
Casa Blanca, cuya misién seria
aunar voluntades de los aliados
norieamericancs para promover
cambios en Cuba.

Guilford, el portavoz europeo, -

declaré que serfa “poco pru-

* dente” suponer que un emisario

espectal de Washington lograra

un cambio en la politica hacia

Cuba de la Unién Europea.
Washington no parecer estar

dispuesto a darse por vencido, al °

menes por ¢l momento. ]
“Pensamos que nuestros alia-

dos se equivocan al criticar nues-
tra ley, que es firmemente apo- ,

yada por el Congreso y por el

pueblo de Estados Unidos”, dijo -

Mike McCurry, portavoz de.la
Casa Blanca. “Los amigos de
Estados Unidos deberfan con-
centrar su energia y su atencion
sobre Fidel Castro y sobre los
medios de lograr el tipo de cam-,
bio aque necesitamos ver ¢
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EU pide a

‘tra que
posible razonar y aplicac el bu
sentido".

Pero subrayd que “por la pas
europea sigue en pie el progran
elaborado que ha dado un insty
menlo, no sdlo contra la L
Helms-Burton sino en caso
medidas extraterritoriales que ¢
el futuro puedan adoptar ofr.
paises como Libia e Irdn™.

La Unidén Europea (UE) dec
did seguir preparando represali
contra la aplicacién de la ley, pn
si tuvieran que aplicarlas en
futuro cercano.

Un grupo de expertos juridic
de la Comisidn Europea se rel
nid el miércoles en Bruselas, par
analizar las posibles aplicaciom
de los cuatro puntos identific:
dos por el Consejo de Ministr(
de Exieriores como posibk
medidas de represatia contt
Estados Unidos.

Entre las medidas estd la cor
feccion de una ‘lista negra d
compaiiias estadounidenses qu
entablen acciones judiciales cor
tra empresarios europeos. Se dit
cute la posibilidad de exigi
visado de entrada en los paises d
la UE a ejeculivos de empresa

estadounidenses. También se tr:
mitard la denuncia de la Le
Helms-Burton ante la Organiza
cion, Mundial de Comerci
(OMOQ).

-




El Nuevo Herald

Miami, FL

"Clinton says yes, but no"
By Cynthia Corzo

The article states that President Clinton has given his support to Title IIT of the Helms-
Burton Law (Libertad Law) but instituted a six month moratorium on lawsuits against foreign
companies dealing in confiscated U.S. properties. The article also goes on to mention that the
President extended an "olive branch" to the Cuban exile community by promising to name a
special envoy who will work to create a "serious" agenda for the movement towards democracy
in Cuba and also work to promote support for these initiatives abroad. While companies will not
be allowed to file suit, they may begin to prepare their cases and foreign companies will be
expected recognize responsibility for dealing in confiscated property. The article states that the
moratorium was enacted in the hope that companies will withdraw from their operations
involving confiscated properties in Cuba. The administration also hopes that during this time
they will be able to garner international support for:

1. Increasing pressure on the Cuban regime so as to open up the system to new economic

and political ideas.

2. Lending support to forces who want change on the island.

3. Promoting industrial and economic practices that will contribute to the democratization

of the workforce in Cuba.

President Clinton indicated that in February he will decide whether to repeal the
moratorium. If he does repeal the moratorium, Title III will take effect on Feb. 1. This decision
was considered difficult by many experts, since it required bringing to extremes to some sort of
common ground (Comments by George Harper, Attorney at Steel, Hector, & Davis). While Mr.
Harper sees the decision as a slight step backwards, he says it was necessary in order to make
a firm decision. The decision grew out of the intense pressure President Clinton encountered
from various fronts. The most ardent forces from the important Cuban voting block in New
Jersey and Florida; and America's European and Latin American trading partners.

Frank Calzon, representative in Washington for Freedom House, characterized the
President's move as one of his "typical decisions which satisfies no one." In the short run, the
compromise decision is seen as trying to calm down U.S. allies while stalling for time. But on
the national front it is unlikely that it will silence Republican assaults. Presidential Candidate
Bob Dole stated that the President's decision only strengthens Fidel Castro's position while
prolonging the misery of the Cuban people. Others commented that the decision has created
confusion which is clouding the optimism created by the establishment of Title III.

The Miami Herald

Miami, FL

"Clinton: No Cuba lawsuits for now."
By Christopher Marquis

The article speaks of the President's announcement to enact the Libertad Law (Title III)
but delay lawsuits against firms that fail to liquidate their Cuban holdings till Feb. 1. Decision
was said to be made under intense pressure from U.S. allies who wished to prevent future



lawsuits. The decision is said to be a two-pronged approach to build an international coalition
aimed towards democracy and creating a unified international approach to dealing with Havana.
Cuban American leaders, Republican backers, and even some Democrats decried the move as
waffling and inadequate.

The President is said to reconsider the moratorium and review cooperation of allies after
six months. President Clinton is quoted as saying that he believes that this is the best course of
action achieve the isolation of the island nation, while consolidating international pressure on the
regime, so as not to allow Castro the ability to manipulate the rift between the U.S. and its allies.
Aides are also stated as saying that the President has promised to appoint a special envoy to
promote U.S. aims. U.S. allies, like Helms-Burton supporters, are also said to be dissatisfied with
the President's decision. Some, while pleased by the moratorium, promised retaliatory measures
if the law goes into full effect in February.

Criticism of the President's decision on many fronts was fierce and mocking. Sen. Jesse
Helms and Rep. Lincoln Diaz-Balart were particularly harsh in their commentary while Sen. Bob
Graham, Reps. Bob Menendez and Robert Torricelli expressed disappointment as well.  Jorge
Mas' commentary was surprisingly supportive.

El Nuevo Herald

Miami, FL

"Clinton decides today: Power of lawsuits necessary"
By Cynthia Corzo

Says the dilemma of the day on Tuesday, July 16th was whether or not to allow the
lawsuits under Title III to go into effect. The decision was to be announced around mid-day and
many of President's advisors have different opinions about what the President was going to
decide. One unidentified source was quoted as saying that it would be a last minute decision that
could go either way and was certain to leave someone unhappy. The article states that the
President has been pondering the decision for some time now, even taking a documents
containing recommendations about the issue to Camp David during a weekend visit.

White House spokesman Mike McCurry is quoted as saying that the President is trying
to arrive at a decision on two distinct questions: 1. Determining what is in our national interest?
and 2. What will accelerate the transition to democracy in Cuba within the limits of the law?
Deciding on a moratorium would delay lawsuits under Title ITI for six months, while giving Title
I the go-ahead allow for lawsuits as soon as August 1st. White House sources have revealed
that the President has read extensively and consulted a variety of experts on the issue.

The article makes note that for many months Pres. Clinton opposed the Helms-Burton
measure, but approved it in March after the downing three cesnas owned by Cuban-American
exiles searching for rafters in the Florida Straits. The decision (Helms-Burton approval),
according to one unidentified White House source, was made as a punitive measure against the
Cuban government. Nothing according to the source has changed. George Harper, an expert
on Helms-Burton from the firm of Steel Hector & Davis, believes that the president will approve
the measure because it will be hard to demonstrate the need of a postponement in terms of
national security and the advancement of democracy in Cuba.

The U.S. has also been put on notice by the European Union and Canada that approval
of Title III by the President will result in subsequent retaliatory measures. Canada has even
gone so far as to approve measures to recuperate economic harm caused by the law.  According



to Mr. Harper, the central question facing the President is what kind of a message does a yes
decision on Helms-Burton say about America's position on free trade.

El Nuevo Herald
Miami, FL
"U.S.: We will stand firm until Cuba changes its ways."

This article is a compilation of fragments from Monday's White House Press Briefing by
Michael McCurry. The reporter asks Mr. McCurry what the option of abstaining from applying
Title III entails, whether the President will make the decision himself, and when? Mr. McCurry
responds that the President Clinton has been deliberating over the decision for some time and that
his options include a 6 month moratorium on legal action, suspension for 6 months of all
stipulations, and suspending the power of individuals or entities to file legal motions. Malcolm
Rifkind, Bntish correspondent, then brought up the issue of a potential backlash from the
European Union. Mr. McCurry responded by commenting that many U.S. allies were not in
agreement with Helms-Burton, but he urged those who disagreed to "join us in confining Cuban
communism to the dumpster of history."

Mr. McCurry was also questioned about signals the White House was receiving from
allies about aislating Cuba. He commented that they had heard more complaining about Helms-
Burton and very little action on the part of our allies to take steps to aislate the island nation.
He also addressed the need of a united message reaching Havana and the need of help from our
allies in delivering that message. Mr. McCurry said that the administration will stand firm until
changes occur and the message of the benefits of capitalism and a democratic form of
government are part of the government of the island nation.

One reporter asked whether Mr. McCurry was delivering a message that the administration
was going to follow a hard line. Mr. McCurry seemed to agree with the assessment stating that
Helms-Burton called for such a stance as did also the Cuban governments scandalous behavior
in the downing of three civilian planes in February. When asked to comment on the short term
economic interests of allies over acting correctly politically, Mr. McCurry only stated that the
belief of the administration is that what is correct politically and economically is the liberation
of Cuban people. That is the policy the White House is said to be following. When asked about
the economic hardship of the islanders, Mr. McCurry placed the blame squarely on the shoulder
of the politics of Fidel Castro and his totalitarian economy.

Office of Congressman Bob Menendez

Washington, D.C.

"Congressman Bob Menendez strongly criticizes President for 'Walking away from
democracy in Cuba' by suspending Title III of the Libertad Act."

Congressman Menendez criticized the President's action stating that the President has
delayed the best chance to apply economic pressure to the Castro regime. With his approval of
Title ITI, Mr. Menendez said that President Clinton "created standing and irreversible rights for
U.S. citizens, and started the clock running on......... foreign companies invested in stolen
property...." Congressmen Menendez was concemned that the President was sending the wrong
message emphasizing economics over democracy and profits before human rights. He also stated
that "the decision puts the seal of approval of the U.S. government on profiteering of stolen



American property. Mr. Menendez went on to say that Title III is a powerful tool that can create
meaningful disincentives and that the administration has prevented us from employing it for 6
months. He claims that the President'’s advisors have convinced him to suspend rights in the false
hope that he can accomplish in this brief time what hasn't been accomplished in 37 years.

Diario de las Américas

Miami, FL

"Clinton postpones the implementation of Title III" -
By Ariel Remos

The article announces President Clinton's decision to suspend the right to file a lawsuits
according to the provisions of Title III in the Helms-Burton Law. It states that the President has
taken this course of action in hopes of establishing better support for U.S. initiatives towards
Cuba among allies. While the President suspended the nghts to file suit, he did serve notice to
companies trafficking in stolen property, that if they took part in the use or exchange of U.S.
stolen property they would be held responsible for their actions in U.S. courts. Hopefully this
warning will serve as a deterrent to firms who are investing in Cuba. The article closes by
mentioning that the President will review the moratorium in six months.

Diario de las Américas

Miami, FL

"Clinton victim of manipulation, according to Diaz-Balart"
By Ariel Remos

President Clinton is portrayed in the article as having made a no-decision. Congressman
Lincoln Diaz-Balart denounced the cynicism of the President in trying to confuse the American
public with this decision. Diaz-Balart accused Clinton of denying Americans their right to file
lawsuits and recover property illegally confiscated by the tyrannical Castro regime. The article
ends with a quote from the congressman which states that once again President Clinton has
allowed himself to be manipulated by hand of external pressures while forsaking the national
interest.



Ty (M)

T 177 86" "e9i3van”

o S SI, pero no

Al A3 KL]

TV MAKT! M[AM!

U8 o [ /0D

Da luz verde al Articulo III,
pero con moratoria de seis meses

Por CYNTHIA CORZO
Redactora de B! Nuevo Herald

Si pero todavia no. ...

Sin satisfacer a enemigos ni amigos
de I3 Ley Helms—Burton, & presidente
Bill Clinton otorgé ¢l martes a los ciuda-
danos estadounidenses el derecho a
demandar a las compaiifas extranjeras
que comercien con sus propiedades con-
fiscadas en Cuba.

Pero las demandas no pueden ser pre-
sentadas hasta febrero ... si entonces
Clinton considera apropiado levantar la
moratoria.

.“Ha llegado la hora de que nuestros
aliados y amigos hagan més; se unan a
NOSOLros en tomar pasos concretos para
promover la democracia en Cuba™, dijo
Clinton desde 1a Cass Blanca. “Por eso
boy anuncio un curso de accién sobre el
Articulo III de la Ley de Libertad para
alentar a nuestros aliados a trabajar con
nosotros z'acelerar el cambio en Cuba™,

. Ademds, el gobierno de Clinton ten-
di6 una rama de olivo a los exiliados
cubanos ! s¢ comprometié a nombrar
un enviado especial, que se encargard de
conseguir apoyo multinacional de los

iados para establecer unas “agenda
sems"e:‘ avor de la democracia en Cuba.

“ una rominente y crei-
ble tanto en I-gtados l})nidos como inter-
nacionalmente, ‘og aguardamos una
pronts decisidn sobre quién ser esa per-
sona”, dijo Peter TarnofT, subsecretario
de Asuntos Latinoamericanos del
Departamento de Estado.

A pesar de la moratoria en la presen-
tacién de demandas, durante los préxi-

e
Bill Clinton dijo que los amigos de
Estados Unidas ahora ‘tendrdn fuertes

incentivos’ para ayudar a lograr
‘progresos reales’ en Cuba.

mos seis meses, las compafiias extranje-
ras tendrdn que asumir responsabilidad
por ocupar propiedades confiscadas en
Ia isla, y los antes podrén contra-
tar abogados y preparar sus casos.
Como parte de la puesta en vigor de
la mencionada clfusula, lamada técni-

VEA LEY HELMS-BURTON, 8A
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camente Articulo
I11, {a Casa Blanca utilizars tam-
bién el plazo para trabajar ardus-
mente en busca de apoyo interna-
cional a una senc de pasocs
concebidos para promover la
democracia en Cuba:

B Aumentar la presién sobre
Cuba a favor de aperturas politi-
cat y econémicas.

@ Apoyar las fuerzas que bus-
can cambios dentro de la isla.

¥ Retener la ayuds extranjera
a Cuba.

W Promover pricticas empre-
sariales que contriboyan a demo-
cratizar la fuerza laboral en
O Clinton, los amigos de

n

Estados Unidos ‘tndgﬁnu
Ll;eannvoc" &n ayudar a lograr

rogresos ¢s” en Cuba,
que “con el Articulo IIl en w‘:&’:
Ia regponsabilidad quedard esta-
blecida irreversiblemente
iy ias dimandas podrivs ser
si eman ser
introzncidu inmediatamente si
1a suspension es levantada™,

Clinton sefialé que en febrero
decidiri si conviene poner fin &
ls moratoria, y afirmd que su
determinacién dependerd de la
actited que adopten los aliados
de Estados Unidos durante este

.periodo de scis meses.

De concluir |3 moratoria, las
demandas comenzarin a tomar
su curso el Iro, de febrero con
todo el peso de 13 ley.
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por expertos y asesores presiden-
ciales, es un gmm por lograr el
com iso entre dos extremos.

“Encontrd la dnica opcién que
puede considerarse Una especie
de compromiso”, dijo George
Harper, do experto en |a
Ley Helms-Burton de la firma
Steele Hector & Davis. “No es
algo inesperado. Retrasa un
poquito tener que tomar una
decisién firme".

Hay mis de 100 empresas
extranjeras que operab con pro-
piedades confiscadas por el
gobierno de Fidel Castro hace
més de 35 ados. Castro confiscd
unag 6,000 propiedades estado-
unidenses valoradas en unos
$1,800 millones.

“Todas las compaiias que
hacen negocios en Cuba estin
notificadas de que al traficar con
Empie_dggl d:xdyropiada enfrentan

P bili le::l % de
obligaciones legales vas
tados Unidos”, dijo Clin-

ton.

Segin la decisién, las compa-
fifas podrian aprovechar los seis
meses para retirarse de las pro-
piedades Que ocupan en Cuba.

“Pucden sumarse a nuestros
esfuerzos por acabar con la

01440 INVIN - [LIVIN - AL
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propiedades”, dijo Clinton. cabe2a con uns pistola®, dijo Art

“Pueden unirse a - nuestros Eggleton, ministro de Comercio
$ por promover la transi- de Canad4.

cién democratica en Cuba. O
pueden enfrentar 12 total imple-
mentacion™.

. 1a moratoria llegd despuéds de
intensas presiones en vanos fren-
tes. Clinton se vio entre la espada
y la pared. De un lado las r
salias auguradas por sus aliados;
del otro ¢! posible castﬁo de los
votantes cubanos en Florida y
Nueva Jersey en las elecciones de
noviembre.

Los aliados europeos, Canads
y los vecinos latinoamericanos
montaron una intensa campafia
de cabildeo para lograr que Cli
ton aplazara la puesta en vigor de
esta cldusula, Casi todos amena-
2aron con fuertes represalias con-
tra Estados Unidos.

“Es una decisién tipica del pre-
sidente Clinton que no satisface s
nadie”, dijo Frank Calzén, repre-
sentante en Washington de la
organizacidn de derechos huma-
nos Freedom House. “Para los
europeos, sigue la espada de
Damocles sobre su cabeza. Pan
los cubanoamericanos, que que-
remos ver un cambio en Cuba,
no es suficiente™.

Canadi continiia con su propé-
sito de presentar el caso ante un
panel de solucién de disputas ea

*el marco del Tratado de Libre
%gé)d% de A:_nér'iml del Norte
. Una vista sl respecto
podria realizarse el 29 de julio.

A corto plazo, el compromiso

" busca tranquilizar a los aliados

de Estados Unidos y ganar
tiempo. Pero patece poco proba-
ble que, en el patio macional,
logre silenciar a los republicanos,
escasamenté cualro meses &ntes
de las elecciones.

“Apaciguar a Fidel Castro al
remover &l arma valiosa del Arti-
culo III del arsenat de sanciones
envis un mensaje de apoyo ests-
dounidense s la dictadura cas-
trista y prolongaré la miseria y el
sufrimiento del pueblo cubano™,
dijo Bob Dole, candidato presi-
dencial republicano.

_ Sin embargo, los expertos que
lidian directamente con las recls-
maciones consideran que no se
trata de un golpe abrumador con-
tra sus clientes. , '

*“Este no es el peor de los casos,
por lo menos ya ¢l reloj comienza
a correr”, dijo Nicolds Gutiérrez,

ue representa a unos 80 deman-

antes. “A partit del lro. de
noviembre las compafiias extran-
Jeras serin responsables por ocu-
par propiedades confiscadas”,

Agregd que, en todo caso, los
demandantes cubanoamericanos
no podrian de ninguna manera
gar curso :h sulsggsemmdas antes

e marz2o por aspectos
burocriticos desvinculados de 1a
cuestidén politica. Las primeras
demandas ea contar con vis libre

Clinton pide
que aliados
presionen
a Castro
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L0 QUE DICE LA LEY

La ley Helme-Burton, sprobada por @ Congreso yfirmada
por el presidente Biil Clinton en marzo, consta de cusko
articulos, a saber:

@ Articulo I Establece que el emb econdmica contra
Cuba no puede ser lavantado por un prasidents de Estados
Unidos sin la aprobacién del Congreso.

B Artioule Ii: Autoriza al presidente a poner fin alembargo
séio cuando un gobierno democrético ejerza el poderen Cuba, y
prevé |a elaboracién de un plan de Washington para prestar
asistencia gl régimen democritico de la isla.

. gl Articulo lli: Permite {a presentacidn de demandas
judiciales en tribunales de Estados Unidas contra empresas
extranjeras que poseéan o se beneficien de propladadss de
cludadanos norteamericanos confiscadas por el régimen de

Fidel Castro.
B Artioule IV: Permite prohibir ia entrada a Estados Unidos

de cludadanos extranjeros que hayan traficado con laa
propledades confiscadas en Cuba a cludadanos de Estados

Unidos, asl como & sus esposasy & los hijos menoresde 18

gerian las de empresas norte- mMpresas extranjenas que, &1 nO
americanas. se retiran en 30 dias, los dafios 8
“Desde un punto de vista legal, pagar sumentarim haita tres
Clinton dijo §f y no en la migma  veces @ valor de 1s propiedad.

oracién. Dijo que el Articulo 111 “Nos podemos preparar parn
deberia ser implementado, y ala ~ presentar las demaadas el 1ro. de
vez indicé que su implements- febrero”, afirmé Gutiérrez, cu?n
cion debe demorar séis meses”,  familia consolidd sus o-
OEeto siembra ls confusion mes ds centrales atucareros, fin-

entre mis clientes. El optimismo  ca$ m'ncéoas balo ls com-
c

es fucrte, pero las posibilidades pafls Grupo Casfio LC.
de fracaso también", comenté. No abstante, criticd que Clin-
puesta en vigor del Articulo  ton Do tomara uma accién

La

II1, explicd QGutiérrez, pesmite contundente y dejirs pasar una
que el lro. de noviembre los buena oportunidad de sentar un
reclamantes notifiquen a las  precedente.

Clinton pide
que aliados
presionen
a Oastro
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levantado un huracdn de oposi-
ciones entre los tradicionales
aliados de Estados Unidos, las
noticias fueron tomadas con mids
escepticismo que jubilo. :

La Comisién Europea dijo que
gus miembros estaban satisfechos
con la decisién de Clinton, la
cual calificé de una *‘victoria
moral” de la Unidn Europea.
Pero agregé que contindan estu-
diando “la mejor maners dc
defender sus intereses” porque
los aspectos “‘extraterritonales™
de la Ley Helms-Burton ain
estdn en vigor.

“El presidente Clinton po ha
decidido suspender ¢l Articulo
111, sino sélo la posibilidad de
tomar acciones en base al Titulo
III durante seis meses”, dijeron
Jacques Santer, presidente de la
Comisién Europea, y Sir Leon
Brittan, comisario europeo de
Comercio.

Los responsables comunitarios
recordaron que I1a Unién Euro-
pea y sus estados micmbros se
opusieron firme y repetidamente
a una legislacion que, segun ellos,
“viola las obligaciones interna-

. cionales norteamericanas®.

Con anterioridad, los cancille-
res europeos llamaron a Clinton
a posponer la implementacién de
la cldusula de las demandas y
expresaron Rreocupacgén por las
partes de ia ley ya aplicadas.

La decisidn e} martes podria
eliminar, o aplazar, la letania de
represalias comerciales acords-
das el Iunes por los ministros de
dsuntos exteriores de Ia Unidn
fnl;gope:.' ug;gzc ne pie, sin
eauncia euro

Corﬁnu'cio. undial de
canciller francés Herve de
Charette expresé complacencia
por la decisién y dijo que era un
Egesto inncgable hacia la Unién

Uropea y otros importantes
80Ci0s de Estados Unidos™.

El ministro espagol de Relacio-
nes thenqm, Abel Matutes
dijo que Clinton prudentemente
ct?gdd:nmuﬁsidqzcién Is posi-

nacio

gran la Unién E nes- due tnte-
No es motivo de celebracidn,
PEro representa una reaccién
ﬂosmv_a de Estados Unidos hacia
posicién de la Unién Euro-
peﬁn ) rer.udéé .
2di, tambi el

ron a Clinton ﬁ‘gbgndgcclils?ét:,
E:;?io dqgro:o qQue seguirdn avan-

in lag Tacs
co‘:‘:lx\?atir_ﬁ lex; .a legislacién para
¢cesitamos asegurarn
que esta decisién no sea revgx?ﬁg:
un dia después”, dijo Pierre Pet-
tigrew, ministro de Cooperacidn
Internacional. “El gobierno
:rcagurrlers‘u?lgs suf decisién de con-
. CI .

Baress los eev f 0s extraterrito-
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aCIinton:
No Cuba

lawsuits

for now

Al &

an

S1rms are given

rg
Bk

1me to divest

ol 17

Ml HELMS-BURTON TWAETABLE, 6A

] B PRESIDENT ELICITS OUTRAGE, PRAISE, BA

By CHRSTOPHER MARQUIS
Harald Stalt Willer
WASHINGTON — President Clinton on Tues-
day pqstponed the most potent and oonl_roveml
mugon of the Helms-Burion law, delaying for at
six months private US. lawsuity against for-

cigners “Lrafficking” 1o confiscated property in
; prop

At the same time, Clinton put into cffect a provi-
sion of Helms-Burtoa-thal makes it illegal to use or
benefit from Cuban propertics claimed by Ameri-

. caos and :IJI that foreign firvas that violate it will
e

be held li for damages after Nov. 1.

Firms that fail to liquidate such Cuban holdings
tl):{‘;.h?tdaeunbewedinu_.s.co\m,mning

Clinton, who bas been under intense pressuce
from USS. ailies to ber future lawsuils, claimed his
two-proaged approach would give the United
Siates the means 1o build an iniernational coalition
aimed at bringing democracy 10 Cuba and end divi-
sive W bow to deal with Havana.

But merican Jeaders, Republican back-
ecs of Helms-Burton and even some promineat
Democrats immediately decricd the president’s
move as walfling and inadequate. Privaicly, they
noted that Clinton had delayed a decision on the
tawsuits uatil after the November clection, when he
might be free of clecloral pressures from Cuban
Americans and others.

Bob Dole, the presumed Republican candidate
for president, accused Clinton of “trying to have it
bolb ways an U.S. policy toward Cuba. He claims

PLEASE SEE CUBA, GA
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ke s atlowing a pendity to go into
eliect = civil ﬁ'm x

m
- b ‘hsﬁ not allowwA.og_lm-
céan ctizens Lo use American
courts to seek justice.”

-‘hdlnxon aaid he \l’!_mléld review
e cooperation of European,
Canadian and Latin American
allies after six months. then
decide whether to allow U.S. law-
suits to proceed  against_ their
companies uader Title 11 of
Helms-Burton. .

“Today's action is the best way
to achieve the bipartisan objec-
tives we all share: to isolate the
. Cuban government and to bring

strong international pressure to
:s} ap Cudl::'s elrs. while

ing out res
of fuunysiqplcm::t?n;'l'iﬂe % in
the event it becomes necessary,
Clinton said in 8 statement.

“By working with our allies —
not against them — we will avoid
a split that the Cuban regime will
be sure to exploit,” he added.

The possible lawsuits affected
by Tuesday's action are only
those that would be filed on
behalf of 5,911 claimants whose
Josses have been filed with the
U.S. goverament since - 1967.
Other suits made possible by
Helros-Burton, including those
on behalf of natyralized Cuban
Americans, sre still scheduled to

begin Mar. 12, 1998. Iy

A roving envoy Co
Aides naid Clinton %oun:v'ﬁ

appoint a special envoy

to foreign capitals and under

score the importance his admin-

istration -places on p_mmoﬂnz

civil soclety, human,

using ecomomic aid as

for political reform in Cuba. No

candidate was named; the presi-

dent’s last special adviser for

S. allies and trading partners
ﬁ:ﬂ: ’ urt:n u'g:;pothmey, : l;:l:
dissatisfied.

British Foreign Secretary Mal- -

colm Rivkind, whose govern-
ment has led :hz :l:temauoml
oulcy against we “extre-
territonlaﬁ . welcomed Clin-
ton's decision to delay any law-
suits uptil Feb. 1 at the earliest.

“This means that there will be

ility for traf-

§7 RAMLL WA ms 3
th.ed.brinkin way,” Rivkind
$aid

But leaders of the European '

Union insisted they wil} preparc
retalistory swps iost the
United States, peasibly including
blacklisting of U.S. companies
that suc Eumpean firms or
requiring visas of U.S. business
travelers.

Flerce oriticiam
_From Capitd HIlL, the criti-
cism of Clinton’s action Tuesday
was fierce and mocking.
“Presidemt Clinton has once
n taken a firm stand an both
sides of an impertant issue,” said
Sen, Jesse H
the princi: ' w,
“The uv Mr. Clinton has
capituiated to {Cuban President]
Fidel Castro and his foreign busi-
ness collaborates, who nec only
condone Castw’s cruel dictator-
grgg: but want o belp it flour-
l 1

“A backboss of Jeil-O,~
scoffed Rep. Lincoln Disz-Bal-
art, R'H‘.- “That's what Prasi-
dent CQlintoa demonstrated
today,”

Democrats wdo have figured
prowinently a» the Cubs issue
— Florida Sea. Bob Graham,
Reps. Bob Menmdez sad Robert
Totricell, both of New Jersey,
and Rep. Peter Deutsch of La

4 u-
- 'derhill — gll disa
; pointment wich &lntan's deci-

Clinton’s foreign palicy advis-
* ers, said Menmedez, convinced
him that foreigs countries “will
do in six masths what the
haven't done ia 37 yean, 'C‘:

promote in
iiln:tad of lookiag at the bottom
e”

One.notable exception to the
l;::l of criticlsm :‘I!u from J

as Canosa,” dairman e
Cuban American National Foun-

- dation; the most influential exile
lobby. It reflecsed 3 desire by
Mas to mend ties with Clinton as
8 hedge agains his re-election,
congressional sesrces said.

Mas told reparters Tuesday’s
action was “an intelligent mes-
sure by Presidext Clinton, with
which he has tzken an adequate
step.”

R-N.C., one of
of the law.
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“President Clinton has once
again taken a firm stand on both
sides of an important issue.”

— 8enate Foreign Relations
Committee Chairman
Joasse Heims

“President Clinton's contin-
uad indecision until the last pos-
gible moment damonstrates,
once.again, that this president is
rudderiess when it comes to
standing up for American princi-
ples around the world.” .

- RepOblican presidential
candidate Bob Dole

A backbone of Jell-O. That's
what President Ctinton demon-
strated today. . . . The presi-
dent's action today is a dramatic
historic example of appeass-

" ment atits worst. It is 8 demon-
stration of ultimate weakness by

8 systematically weak chief
executive,* ‘

= Rep. Lincolin Disz-Belert, -

: R-Fla.

*‘| am outraged by President
Cilinton's unwillingness to stand
firm in the defense of freadom
and his apparent eagerness to
accommodate Fidel Castro and
all those who do buginess with
his tolalitarian regime.”

== §on. Connie Mack, R-Fla.

“It's an intelligent measure by

President Clinton . . . an ade-
Quate step.”
- Jorge Mas Canoss,

WHAT T4EY SAID

o wwarsua

for 6 110nths

cheirmen of the Cuban
American Nationsl Foundation

“On the positive side, there's
no green light for {oreigners to
invest in Cuba. There's too
much uncertainty. But the bad
side is that President Clinton
had the chance to come across
88 being principled and standing
up to the Europeans and he
dign't.. .. R dislilugions Cuban
Americans who were getting
ready to vote for him In Florida
and New Jersey,”

— Nicolas Gutierrez, Miami

lawyer reprosenting about 80

potentisl claimants under
Heime-Burton

“All that's happened today is
that the suprame empira hag
given tha world a reprieve —
{agresing] not 10 violate its sov-
ereignty for the next gix
months.”

== Cuban Forelgn Minister
Roberto Robaina

“They {the U.S.] are still teli-
ing us which direction 10 foliow.
... It's an unacceptable way to
proceed.”

- Canadian Por Trade
Minister Art Eggleton

“It's no cause for celebration,
but [t's a positive reaction from
the United States to the Euro-
pean Union's position.”

~— Spanish Foreign Minister
Abal Matutes

_J
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Aug. 1—Title lll of the
Helms-Burton law takes effect,
making “trafficking" in confis-
cated property in Cuba iliegal.
The clock begins tickingon 8
80-day graca period giving for-
- eign firms the opportunity to
end such business deals.

Nov. 1— Foreign firms that
have not stopped doing busi-
ness in American-claimed prop-
erties become liable for dam-
agee. If the property is valued st
$50,000 or more, they could
face lawsuits from U.S. regis-

tered claimants in another three:

months.
Jan. 16, 1887 — The president
decides whether to aliow the

HELMS-BURTON TIMETABLE

first lawsuits to be filed on Feb
1. if he decides to postpone the
guits, he must invoke the U.S.
national interest and argue that
postponement will “‘expedite a
transition to democracy in
Cuba.”

Feb. 1, 1997 — Uniess the

.president has waived the provi-

elon for another six months, the
first lawsuits may be filed by any
of 5,911 U.S. companies and
individuals, whoss claims have
been on the books since 1967.

March 12, 1938 — Naturallzed
Cuban Americans may begin to
file sults against foreigners traf-
ticking in confiscated property
in Cuba.
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Por CYNTIUIA CORTH)
Redecirso de El Nucve NHevoald

(Permitir @ ro permilir Jas deman-
das? Ese es of dilema del momeaio.
El prcsidente Bill Clidton decidird

hoy al mediodia qué pasard con el Acti-
cmﬁi;‘ :_u Ia Loy“hlm&ﬂuﬂon. l2 con-
troveesial  clfusnla  yue permiliria

-
L] - =

' . ELNUEVO%ERALD
TV - MARTI - MIAM! OFFICE ==z= o - OF JULIO DE 1996

aites fio

de.demandas clave

demandar a compaiiias cxtranjcras gue
zl_uagzjcn con mm":ea(’l‘ndcs confiscndas en

] 6'l:ocos 5¢ alrcven a predecir su deci-
sidn,

. “No lenenios ni idea de qué va a deci-
dir”, dije wna fusnie gubsrmamonial quc
pjgllb B0 sec identificada. “Es una deci-
sion dificil. Cualquier cosa que decida

en Ley Helms

Inton decide hoy:

Va A clusar guc algunas personas sc sicq-
tan enojadar com el cexultado”
La (ucnte ascguré que los pios ase-
:‘cl“ de Clinton cstan (li\‘il'rd[;s al res-
0.
FCroo que ve @ svr wou dsciyion d
dttima ho:!a', dijo la rueu.:te. clién de
La cldusuia permiitc que ciudadznos y
compaitias cstadounidenscs demanden

[}

WgEp:E8 96: 41 TN

L]
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jLe dard el si?

en corcs [cderales 8 las cmpresas
cxiraajcras que negncian com sis propie-
dades confiscadas por ¢l gobsicrno de
Fidel Castro bace mds dc tres décadas.
Tambiéa extiende ¢! derecho de deman-

dar » aquellos cubanoamericanos que 8o
‘ VEA Mmcmh?

21 harn A

o
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Clinton se debate entre el si y el no al

" ARTICWLO I, DE 1A

. eran
ciudadanos esladounidenses
cuando sus propiedudes fueron
conliscadas, pero quc luego se

.nacionalizaron.

Dusanie los iltimos dieg, Clin-
lon se ha estado preparando para
la decisidn que en(renla. Segin
Mike McCurry, portavoz de (a
Cix3a Blanca, duranie el fin de
sciana Clioton sc lievé a Camp
David wn documento con reco-
‘mendaciones sobre {a Hcelms-
Burton.

“Lo que el presidente csta con-
(cmplando es simplemente, uno,
iuné promoverd ... el inlceés

nacional de Estados Unidos? y
dos, ;qué acelerard wna transi-
cidn a la democracis en Cuba,
deatro de la ley™, dijo McCurry.

Una postergacién de la medida
retrasarfa por seis meses su
pucsta en vigos, suspenderia of
derecho legal a reclamar posesién
de las propiedades o la posibili-
dad de individuos o entidades de
eatablar acciones legales en las
cortes.

De no postergarse of Articulo
U1, entraria en vigor el Iro. dc
agosto.

“No se qué va a hacer™, 'dijn
Bob Menéndez, representante
demécrata por Nueva Jersey y el

cubanoamericano mds influycnte
en la politica estadounidense
bacia la isla. “Tengo una corazo-
nada de que va a permilir quc la
cldusula entre en vigor™.

Fuentes vinculadas a 1a Casa
Blanca nesgurap tue Clivton he
estudiado concienzudamente sus
opciones. Ha leido mucho. Ha
convessado coa ssesores, pollli-
cos, experf{os y académicos. Entre
sus ascsores ha eslado Madelkeine
Albright, embaj de Estados
Unidos cn Naciones Unidas.

*“El cslé muy conscieale de que
tomé la dccision de aprobar
Helms-Burion como medida
punitiva conira el gobrerno de
Cuba®, dijo una fucnic allcgada a

1a Casa Blanca. “Nada ha ¢
biado”.

Clinlon, que duranie mese
g&uso r:)bl: ::ellms-ﬂunon, d

16 ap rlalcy en ma [
despuds que ¢l goblerno ?:’t
derribd dos avionetas estado:
denses de Hermanos 8l Ress
en n‘ﬁm inlesuacionales, ona
aando la mueste de cuatro v_
larios de esa organizacion d S
liados. : Ao

PPara optar por wna posi)s
cién del Articuto 11, Clintos
dcla que demosirar que ire
mentarlo irfa en conira d.=
mlcreses de seguridad nacio
de Estados Unidos y que se



Articule HI de la Helms

Q/¢

penjudicial .

3l ¢l proceso de
una transicién hacia la democra-
c1a en Cuba,

“Los expertos creen que la va a
aprobar”, dijo George Harper,
abogado experto en la Helms-
Burton de fa firma Steel Hector

Davis. “Vaa ser dificil demos-
trar que posponer la fecha de
implementacsén es necesario
para la seguridad nacional y pro-
mover la democracia en Cuba™.

La decisién no es ficil. Cual.
quiera que se tome tendra serias
repercusiones a nivel mundial.
Afectard las relaciones de Esta-
dos Unidos com sus aliedos euro-
peos. con Camadd y con vecinos
latinoamericamos.

La Unién Exropes advirtié la
semana pasada que congelari
bienes estadoumidenses y exigird
visas a los ciwdadsnos de este
pais que quieran visitar Euro
si alguna firma europea es penali-
zada por inverir en Cuba.

El gobieno anadiense criticd
enérgicemente I decision y dijo
qu:fredm que una comisién de
conflictos del Tratado de Libre
Comercio pam América del
Norte (TLC) tame una determi-
nacion respecto a las disposicio-
nes de la Ley que considere obje-
table.

Hace un mes, Canadé aprobd
una ley con medidas de represa-
lia contra la Helms-Burton que
permite a los cudadanos cana-
dienses llevar ase los tribunales
reclamos para recuperar dafios
econdmicos casados por la ley.

“Creo que ha habido muchas
quejas de nuestros aliados™, dijo
Harpce. “Pero la respuesta se
puede dirigir sélo a aquellos afec-
tados por el Articulo IIl. Es algo
muy especifico v creo que sélo
casos aislados estaran sujetos a
demandas”.

Segun Harper, la_pregunta
esencial es. si el Presidente
decide permitir la puesta en prac-
tica del Articulo III, ;qué men-
saje le envia al mundo sobre el
compromiso de Estados Unidos
con el libre comercio?

*El quiere ser un propulsor del
libre comercio. quiere expan-
dirlo; continuar el movimiento™.
dijo Harper. “Y su preocupacion
es que si 1o lo pospone, estara en
una encrucijada’”.

Clinton podria salir airoso.
segin Harper. si deja muy en
claro que su decision proviene de
un incidente aislado que surge de
los problemas entre Cuba y Esta-
dos Unidos.

“Tiene que asegurarles que
esto no significa un cambio en la
politica estadounidense hacia el
libre comercio internacional™.
dijo Harper. “Entonces podri
sobrepasar la 1ormenta”.

“

Vea conferencia de
prensa en ia Casa Blanca.,
pagina SA.
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Fragmentos de la rueda de
prensa llevada a cabo el
lunes en la Casa Blanca por
Michael McCurry, portavoz
presidanclal, sobre la Ley
Helms-Burton y el Articulo ili.

Perodista: La opcidn de abste-
nerse [de aplicar lez_'IJ Helms-
Burton, jen qué estd? ;Quién
tomard ia decisién? ;Ten que
aprobaria el Presidente y tendri
que decidir psra mafiana [hoy
martes) por la noche?

McCurry: El Presidente se
llevd consigo 2 Camp David el
Pasado fin de semana un docy-
mento con recomendaciones
sobre el asunto Helms-Burton.
En breve. Ia cuestion es si el Pre-
sidente debenia o no invocar una
abstencion del Articulo III de esa
ley. ..que podria dar lugar a una
de estas tres cosas: atrasar por
S€1S meses sus estipulaciones.
suspender el derecho legal a
reclamar posesiéa [de propieda-
des conﬂscq:lu], O suspender la
potestad de individuos o entida-
des de cntablar accidn en las cor-
e8.,,

_Periodista; [El canciller briti-
nico] Malcolm Rifkind dice que
la Unidn Europea tomari repre-
salias si Estados Unidos activa la

elms-Burton,

MeCurry: Muchos de nuestros
aliados no estén de acuerdo con
lo que ellos llaman “las caracte-
risticas extraterritoriales” de esta
¢stpulacion ... Pero a ellos les
decimos: “Unanse a nosotros en

el esfuerzo por confinar el comu-

nismo cubano en el basurero de
la Historia, donde merece
estar”. ., _
Periodista: Antes de 1a reunién
del G-7 usted y otros funciona-
rios [norteamericanos] dijeron
jue los aliados deberian hacer
algo pars demostrar que estin
tratando de aislar a Castro y que

ustedes estim buscando sefiales
de que cllos estdn trasando de
hacer eso. ;Ham visto isdicios?

McCurry: No hemos visto
muchos. Si hemos oide ?‘uejas
contra nuesta finiciativa, ia ley]
..i.sy rrgnmentenhms ofdo
mas quejas camira ella que quejas
contra Fidel Castro, .

Y hemos dicko & nuestros alia-
dos: “Lo tienewtodo confundido.
Ustedes debex comprender que
Cuba .. . se ha ubicado fuera de
la comunida# de naciones y
rehisa ver el cambio Ristérico
que ocurre en Wntos paises ante-
riormente commnistas y totalita-
rios, (rehisa uz} Que Is econo-
mia de mercads funciona, que la
politica demoerdtica jona.
que ambas. de s mana, pueden
cambiar la vida de un pueblo que
ba sido encarcelado por ef comu-
nismo".

Y hasta que esc mensaje suene
fuerte y claro. en La
g_ahi con 3 ayuda de muestros

18dos . . . el eficto de ssa legis-
lacién queda por ver ...

Continuaremes mantendién-
donos firmes. Tiene que haber
(en Cuba] la clase de cambio que
estd prevista en la Ley Helms-

bana. ;

Burton v que mmbién coatem-
plaba la Ley de Democracia
Cubans.

Periodista: Seena como si
usted estuvicra insinuando una
linea dura. ;Es ésa la intescién?

cCurry: Dejando apane este |
asunto de la abswencion. los erec.
tos de la Ley Helms-Burton
representan una knea dura hacia |
Cuba porque requiere que Esta-
dos Unidos tome ¢iertas medidas
contra ciertos individues en
cuanto a sus visasy su capacidad
Pana visjar a Estados Unidos. v
ya las hemos tormado.

Hacemos etto porque ¢s un
asunto muy serio. Fue llevado a
un nivel aun mis serio por la
conducta  escandalosa  del

NO. U5b8. 15 4/¥

€ Cubano sufre a
causa de la politica
econdmica de Estado:
Unidos o de los
embargos. Sufre a
manos de un sistema
econdmico totalitario
que es un fracaso total.

MICHAEL McCURRY
Portavoz presidencia

obierno de Cuba, cuando N6
Sos aviones civiles. asesin

a
cuatro personas inocentes. : la

5
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reaccién del Congreso, del Presi-

dente y del pucblo ante esa atro-

cidad fue muy rdpida.
Perlodista: ;Diris usted que

ciertos de nuestros aliados ponen

Jas ganancias inmedialas antes de
los actos polilicamente cosrec-
tos?

McCarry: Creemos que Jo que
es correcto politicamente y lo que
es corceclo econdmicamente es
efectuar (a clase de cambio que
liberard al pueblo de Cuba. Ese es
el propésilo de la Ley Helms-
Burion y de Ia Ley de Democea-
cia Cubana.

Esa es la polltica que hemos
seguido y que francamente todo
Presidenle |norteamericano] ha
seguido en las wltrmas tres déca-
das pacu lievar a cabo [a clase de
cambio que deseamos ver en
Cuba...

Periodists: Eslta genle estd
terriblemente hambrienta y toda-

MARTES 16 DE JULIO DE 1998

FL NLEVO HERALD 5 A

via no han derracado al régimen.,
bN?? seguirdn sufriendo de ham-
re

McCurry: E! pueblo de Cuba
no sufre a causa de la politica
ccondmica de Estados Unidos o
de los embargos. Sufre a manos
de un sistema econdmioco totalj-
tario que es un fracaso total . . .
Las fuentes del sufrimiento del
pueblo cubano son las politicas
terribles seguidas por el régimen
de Castro ...

Periodista: ;Ticne el Presi-
dente espacio para maniobrar. . .
1LY estard dispuesto a aceptar el
castigo econémico que podrian
infligir los curopeos, sus otros
aliados?

McCurry: La latitud que liene
lel Presidente] esid expresada en
a ley misma. El es responsable
por los inteseses nacionales y poc
las medidas que acelercn la (rans-
tcion a la democracia cn Cuba.

tuertes hasta que Cuba cambie

El puede asumir que Jos intere-
ses nacionales sufrirdn si los alia-
dos toman rcpresalias, pero al
mismo ticmpo debe tomar en
cuenla lo que ... promueva fa
clase de cambio en Cuba que des-
camas. En cuanto a la abstencién
[de castigos], si la atrasa seis
mesces, hay cicria flexibilidad en
cuanto a cdmo se pucde aplicar
... y €30 estd definido en la ley.

Periedista: St los aliados impo-
nen medidas de represalia . . .
{66mo actuard el Presidente . . .
ante los inconvenientes y el dolor
ecoanémico que sufricfan los ciu-
dadanos norteamericanos?

McCurry: [El Presidente) sope-
sard csos laclores, tal como sope-
sard la ira que sicate el pucblo
americano ante la conducta des-
carada del gobicmo cubano y Ja
pasién con que ¢} puchlo ameri-
cano anhela la libertad para cl
puchlo de Cuba . ..
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El Presidente BiuClinmoptéporunpendef
dﬂtplomdehﬂmlmBm.Ww
demandas .por

PON

Por ARIEL REMOS

' Clinton la vigencia
sobre el Titulo HI

Noobstamhdocbwndswarsds ley LIBERTAD".
mddendiodehschmuam L .
a demandar a compaiiias qué estén traficando  Dijo asimismo el Presidente que al final del
eonstsptwie_daniumn!isendssnepl— : odo de seis Meses en que

-ppdmdoeldg a inddar mmlzporhmmadeCasm,elPrsi- Ley quedard sus ol dere-

seis meses”, dijo el Presidente en su anuncio  dente declaré: 'FAo{gu-mitinndola_en- E Hel cho de los ciudedance ameri-
hecho en la Casa Blanca después de 1a unade trada en vigor de ftulo 1. Como MS$ | conos a interponer

}a tarde de este martes. resuitado, las com| ffas que negocien ,\.I‘M éldotemlmri'slpomﬂnn

Lo mno.xbaestinm&:ndts' de esta ma- ) lamsponsidneontrap-iseso

"He decidido usar la autorilad mqmsiu-aﬁunconprouedadsame- — compafias que continien tra-

el Congreso, para ﬂmmsa:propiadn&uqxpooonadznun- ’ s ficando con propi eon-

daseimaonam il en : . ﬁsadasymhayan\omado

con nosoiros para Estados nmmswsuvirteomodisuuion unaaecldnuusfactnﬂapuaprommhdo-

ba" aeseuéfm.qunes\modelosobjeﬁmde la _mocraqiaenCubﬂ". e o

Cas<a Blanca pide a sus aliados
que =e unat contra Cubs el
“hasurero de la historia’
WASHINGTON (E¥E).- La Casa Blanca niso un llamamiento

para

que se sumen 2 EEUU en su esfuerso
pormlagarelemmmismocubnmalwdah i
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Clinton
- victima del
~ chantaje,
- segun.
- Diaz-Balart

“Tan pronto se anuncid la
decisién del Presidente Clin-
ton de suspender la parte
. crucial de la aplicacién del

Titulo III de la ley Helms-

Burton, en forma que algu-

nos interpretaron como una

especie de "decidir no deci-
dir", el congresista Lincolp

Diaz-Balart denuncié "el ci-

nismo del Presidente Clin-
" ton de querer confundir al

pueblo americano con su de-

cisién”. Dfaz-Balart fue al

grano, precisando que Clin-

fon suspendi6 por sels meses
| el derecho de los ciudadanos
~ americanos a demandar ju-
dicialmente a las empresas
e individuos que trafican en
Cuba con los bienes que ile-

almente les confiscd la ti-
ranfa de Castro.

. "Nuevamente Clinton_ha
rmitido que el chantaje y
las presiones’ dicten su po-
litica -exterior, por encima
- del. interés nacional”, dijo
Dfaz-Balart.. .~ .-
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Clinton works with, not against, our allies

Samuel R. Berger is deputy assistant 1o the president
for national security affairs. He wrote this article for The
Herald.

. RESIDENT Clinton has been firmly commirned
P 1o bringing democracy to Cuba from the begin-
ning of his administration. His decision last
week to implement Title 111 of the Cuban Liberty and
Bemocratic Solidarity (Libertad) Act represents
another imporjant step toward that goal — and makes
_the best use of the tools that this important legisiation
offers.
. -The president allowed Title {11 to take effect, giv-
ing American nationals an unprecedented right to sue
Jforeign companies that profit from American-owned
_property confiscated by the Cuban regime. But the
gresndem also suspended for six months the right to
fe suit. ¢
These twin actions make maximum use of Title 1l
10 increase pressure on the Cuban
regime by working with our allies
— not against them — to acceler-
ate change. During the suspension
peniod, the administration will ask
our allies to take concrete steps to
promote democracy in Cuba —
pressuring the regime on human
rights and economic freedom;
providing aid to the forces of
change within Cuba: withholding
nonhumanitanan assistance to the
regime; channeling humanitarian
assistance to independent groups,

SAMUEL R.
BERGER

not the Cuban government; an;ﬁromotin business

practices that advance human rights. The allies know
that if the president is not satisfied with the progress
made after six months, he can end the suspension.

.-By using Title Ill as a lever, not a sledgehammer, . [

the president has created a compelling reagon for
companies to stop investing now — or live under the
very real threat of a lawsuit. The’incentive on our
alhes to work with us has increased because purtting
Tnle 11 into effect establishes irreversible liability,
and suits could be filed immediately if the president
lifts the suspension. At the same time, the president
has given our allies a window of opportunity to join
with us in the effort to isolate Castro’s dictatorship —
avoiding a rift that the Cuban regime surely would
expioit.

The president’s decision builds on a strong and

consistent record of support for democracy in Cuba.
Twice in the last two years, the administration has
increased pressure on the Castro regime by tightening
aur tough economic embargo.
..« Then, when Cuban milttary jets shot down two
unarmed American civilian aircraft on Feb. 24, bru-
tafly killing three American citizens and a Cuban
U.S. resident. the president acted clearly and deci-
sively. He won the first condemnation ever ot Cuba
at the U.N. Secunty Council. And he took strong uni-
lateral steps agamsl Havana, including new visa
restrictions on Cubans, new limitations on the move-
ment of Cuban officials in the United States, the sus-
pension of charter flights to Cuba, and increased sup-
port for Radio Marti.

Most important. the president signed the Liberiad
Act and vigorously applied its provisions — giving
the Treasury Department power to impose civil pen-
aities on embargo violators; encouraging support for
independent. pro-democracy groups on the island:
and. through Title [V, barn'n% L?.S. entrv to foreigners
who are profiting from confiscated American prop-
erty. This month the administration notified seven
executives of a major Canadian company that they
would not be allowed to enter the United States
unless theyv stopped profiting from expropriated
American propeny in guba.

Now. by choosing a smart course on the Libertud
Act’s Title [1]. President Clinton has stepped up the
pressure on the Cuban regime while enlisting others
around the world in our campaign for change. That's
precisely Title 1's intent. By using it wisely, the
president is advancing the cause of democracy in
Cuba.

The president’s decision builds on a strong and consistent record of
support for democracy in Cuba. Twice in the last two years, the
administration has increased pressure on the Castro regime by tightening

our tough economic embargo.
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The Gate Crasher

Open the door to democracy

Let Cuba experience economic growth

The following editorial is reprinted from The Phila-
delphia Inquirer.

acting rationally about Cuba. So President Clin-

ton deserves some credit for heading off a nasty
confrontation with America’s top trading partners.
But last week's bizarre drama — in which the United
States has already revoked visas to Bntish and Cana-
dian executives whose companies won't help i1solate
Fidel Castro — isn’t over vet.

Clinton pulled off a precarious balancing act. First
he granted U S. citizens the nght to sue foreign com-
panies that use property seized by Cuba during its
revoiution 35 years ago; then he suspended such suits
for at least six months.

That measure ts part of the He!lms-Burton Act.
passed by Congress earlier this vear to force other
nations to cut oitf investment in Cuba. Furious. Can-
ada. Mexico. and the European allies threatened legal
retaliation.

The act 1s probably unconstitutional. It {lies in the
face of America’s free-trade principles. It's essen-
tially a form of economic biackmaii against countries
that don’t agree with U S. policy on Cuba. The
administration opposed it until February., when Cuba
shot Jown two unarmed planes piloted by exiles [and

’. MERICAN POLITICIANS have a hard time

American citizens) living in Florida.

In the emotional aftermath, Clinton signed the bill.
The conventional wisdom is that he had no choice:
the Cuban-exile community is powerful in Flonda. a
key electoral state. With an eye toward the next elec-
tion. Chinton then postponed implementing the law-
suit provision until after November.

Political? Sure. But at least the president inserted
common sense into a Cuban debate driven by rheto-
ric. Duning the six-month repneve, the administration
says that it will try to persuade its allies to undermine
Castro by other eans. These include funding Cuban
human-rights groups. denying nonhumanitanan aid.
and designing an investment code to expand Cuban
freedoms, much as the Sullivan Principles tried to
channel investment in South Africa toward ending
apartheid. All these efforts make much more sense
than a unilateral attempt to bludgeon alltes into boy-
cotting Cuba. And they recognize an essential fact
that Congress seems to have missed:

The quickest way to bring democracy to Cuba is
not to 1solate the island. but to open 1t up to 2conomic
and pohitical contact. That worked in the Soviet
Union and Eastern Europe. It will help Cuba much
more than hundreds of lawsuit: against our closest
trading panners.
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