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PROCEEDTINGS

INTERVIEWER: (Inaudible) broadcast
(inaudible) .

MR: BONACHEA: Well, in the Congress of the
United States (inaudible) Tglevision Marti, it was
stated that the mission of Radio and, later, TV Marti
was to promote freedom and democracy in Cuba and to do
$o by providing the people of Cuba with news
informatiqn that is (inaudible), objective, (inaudible)
and that provides the people of Cuba with the
information that the Castro government has denied to
them since 1959.

This is a phenomenal service to the people of
Cuba and to the cause of democracy and freedom in the
island.

If you consider that, since 1959, Castro took
over all of the media outfits, where the radio,
television, newspapers, and magazines were taken over
by the Castro government, subsequently, after he had
done that, during the decade of the 19605; by the
1970s, he moved toward prohibiting the distribution of
Latin American publications inside the island and, in
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listened to radio station inside Cuba.

INTERVIEWER: It’s the most what?

MR. BONACHEA: The most listened to radio
station instde.the island, and that the Castro
government tries to compete with Radio Martj by even
trying to improve their own radio pPrograms which T
would say is, most of the time, is rather boring, since
what they do is to produce the pPropraganda machinery of
the Castro government .

In Radio Marti, the people of Cuba find a
great diversity of opinions, a great diversity of
approaches to many complex issues.

This, I think, is the value of Radio Marti
(inaudible) that it Prepares the people of Cuba for the
democratic sransition that will come, and prepares then
by showing, in diversity of opinions, that democracy is
4 complex process and that any given issue 1is going to
have different shades of interpretation, different
opinions, and that, therefore, it ig important that
they be exposed to the spectrum of political-economic
opinions that isg (inaudible) .

INTERVIEWER: What is the audience of
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Television Marti?

MR. BONACHEA: It is believed that -- the most

percent of theuaudience being able to tupe in
Television Marti, without any doubt that the castro
government has been able to jam, more or less
effectively, the signal of Television Marcti by pouring
into this efforr Probably literally millions of
dollars.

I think the People of Cuba know of this. They
know of the lengths that the Castro government will go
Lo to prevent them from receiving objective news
information about what is going on outside Cuba and
inside the island.

I think that :the jamming of Television Marti
is one of the greatest examples of the type of
dictatorship that we are dealing with, obsessed with
disallowing the people of Cuba from gaining news
information, simply because they want to have a total
control ahd @ total monopoly of the information that

reaches Cuba.

INTERVIEWER: We'’'ve been told by people in
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Washington that virtually nobody sees TV Marcij,

MR. BONACHEA: You know, we have -- we know
that the jamming, like T said, has been fairly
effective bu;, at the same time, we have reports that,
Sporadically, the signal of Television Marti enters
(inaudible) Parts of the island. That brings the
Castro government immediately to mobilize the jammers
from one place to another in order to block the signal
again.

So yes, we do not contest that, whereasg it has
been very difficult for him Lo jam Radio Marti, he hag
been fairly Successful in depriving the People of Cuba
from gaining access to the TV signal.

INTERVIEWER: How much does Castro spend to
jam Radio Martci?
MR. BONACHEA: It is --
INTERVIEWER : I'm sorry. Let me add, how much
money does it cost Castro to jam Television Marti?
MR. BONACHEA: It is -- I think it would be
difficult for me o say, you know. T have heard that
it ranges from $100 million all the way to maybe 5, ¢
hundred million dollars ber year, in building the
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jammers, maintaining the tethnological equipments that
are required.

But this is the type of information that maybe
technicians;would be more (inaudible) to be able to say
exactly what is the cost in energy, petroleum, that

that is costing the Castro gove:rament to maintain these

things.

INTERVIEWER: $100 mill_.on?

MR. BONACHEA: I wouldn’t be surprised that it
costs.him that-much. You know, we 1ear that he has

many Russian-made helicopters, equipped with jammers,
that fly continuously, with the cost >f fuel, trying to
look for the signal of TV Marti in orcer to jam the
signal.

INTERVIEWER: This comes as nc surprise to
you. There is some criticism in Washincton, and there
have been criticisms by some advisory boards about the
amount of money that’s being spent on TV Marti. And
the question is, why spend millions and mi_lions of
dollars every year broadcasting a program t.:at nobody

in Cuba can see?

(Interruption to the proceedings.)
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INTERVIEWER: Hold it 3ust a second.

(A recess was taken.)

INTERVIEWER: Okay. Are we rolling?

A BARTICIPANT: Yeah, we’re on.

" INTERVIEWER: Now, first of all, let me ask
you, how much money does it cost for the government to
fund Radio and TV Marti?

MR. BONACHEA: You are talking about $22
million per year, about $11 million for Radio, $11
million for Television Marti.

INTERVIEWER: Why spend $11 million
broadcasting TV Marti when nobody in Cuba, or virtually
no one in Cuba, can see it?

MR. BONACHEA: Let me say, first of all, that
Radio and Television Marti have had very strong support
from the Ameficén public, the American people, from the
United States Congress, and from three consecutive
Presidents.

The support of Radio and Television Marti
within Congress, as you know, is a bipartisan support
from both the Democratic and the Republican p;rties,
and it has been a support that has been given to us
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each year by very large margins of supports in both the
House and the Senate. |

Those of us who work in Radio and Television
Marti are grateful for that type of support. We
believe that Radio and Television Marti are essential
to the promotion of freedom and democracy in Cuba.

I realize that, when we (inaudible) ourselves
with the gquestion that Television Marti does not reach

as large an audience as we would like for it to reach -

INTERVIEWER: But the critics say it doesn’t
each anybody.

MR. BONACHEA: Like I said, it’s a small
percentage that we feel that we are reaching, not large
enough. We continuously try to reach more people, to
fulfill our congressional mandate of delivering the
information to the people cf Cuba.

But I always say that, through the 40 years
that the Communist Party in the Soviet Union and the
Eastern European countries oppressed the peoples of
those countries, the United States Congress, the
American public, and the Presidents of the United
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States had the great wisdom for supporting Voice of
America, Radio Free Europe, and Radio Liberty, in spite
of the jamming of those communist countries against
those three{ma?or networks.

Today we know, in the retrospect of history,
that Voice of America, Radio Free Europe, and Radio
Liberty played a very important role in promoting
freedom and democracy in all of those former communist
countries, even though the Soviets never gave up their
efforts at jamming their operations.

(Inaudible) faced with the same situation in
Cuba, when it comes to Television Marti. It may be
that Castro can be successful here and there and
jamming the signal, but the truth of the matter remains
that the people of Cuba are entitled to receive the
information, that the United Nations Charter of Human
Rights ﬁandates that no government should prevent their
people from obtaining free, objective, and (inaudible)
information.

And, as we know, in light of the recent crises
that we have had with Castro, the Castro government,

that continues to be highly unpredictable, everything
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that we can do to deliver information to the people of
Cuba, evén 1f it’s very small, is going to serve a
useful purpose to serve the national interest of the
United States Qf America.

INTERVIEWER: I would agree, Dr. Bonachea, I
would agree that the people of Cuba are entitled to the
.information. But they can’t get the information,
because Castro is jamming the signal.

MR. BONACHEA: But I say to you, Voice of
America’s audience, in many of the services, reaches 7
or 8 percent. According to our studies, we reach about
3 to 4 percent. The difference, I think, between the
regular services of VOA in terms of audience and what
Television Marti does is, in my opinion, not that
-- not that great.a difference.

And, mind you, I am not saying that -- I
continuously, with all of the people who work with
Television Marti, we are constantly trying to see how
we can reach a wider amount of people.

But I do believe that the important thing for
us tCo remember is that both Radio and Television Marti,
including Television Marti, we serve the cause of
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freedom and democracy by trying to deliver the
information to the people of Cuba.

And again, like in the former Soviet Union,
the American_people, the President, and the United
States Congress did not give up their support of Voice
of America just because, at one point or another, the
dictators of those countries were being more or less
successful in jamming those signals.

INTERVIEWER: What would happen, what would
happen if the United States Congress shut off funding
for TV Marti?

MR. BONACHEA: Well, I believe that, you know,
like everything else, we live in a great democracy,
Television and Radio Marti, like many other issues of
importance, 1ave been part of a continuing debate
inside the Congress, in the media, in other areas. The
debate continues, as you know.

But I would say that, if the funding for
Television Marti was taken away, I do believe that will
relieve Castro of a certain amount of pressure that we
exercise by trying to deliver that information to the
people of Cuba, and will give something to Castro
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while, on the other hand, it sort of would be like
rewarding Castro’s efforts at trying to prevent the
ceople of Cuba from receiving the information.

INTERVIEWER: Propaganda victory?

" MR. BONACHEA: It would be, to a certain

deg-ee, yes, a propaganda victory for Castro, though I
thin.: that that should not drive our argument, because
I rea ly think that, when you look at the operation of
Radio nd Television Marti, I am more concerned -- I am
less co..cerned about what Castro may or may not think
is a pro aganda victory, and I am more concerned aboﬁt
serving t.e naﬁional interests of the United States in
our cause f promoting freedom and democracy in the
island, and television, I think can play, will play as
important a ole as Radio Marti.

INTEJViEWER: You could make the argument that
Castro doesn’t =ven need to jam the signal of Radio
Marti because o. the problems, the technological
problems, with t. =2 blimps. We're told that it’s
nonoperational.

A PARTICI 'ANT: You might want to re-ask that.
You said Radio Mart.. You mean Television Marti.
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INTERVIEWER:. Okay. I'm sorry. We're told
that you could make the argument that Cast?o doesn’t
even need to -- you could make the argument that Castro
doesn t even_have to jam the signal of TV Marti. We're
told tnaat the blimp is nonoperational about 45 percent
of the =zime.

MR. BONACHEA: No, that is a false allegation
completels. The aerostat (phonetic) that was developed
by American scientists for this particular project 1is,
in my opinion, a tribute to American science, American
technology. We have no doubt that the quality of the
signal that enters the coast of Cuba is an A-quality
type of telev:sion signal.

Now, .nce it gets inside, that’s where the
jammers are in, in order to block the signal. What is
true is that there is maybe about 15, 20 percent of
times that we are not able to complete the entire
broadcast because >f weather conditions. It has
nothing to do with zechnological reasons, but with
weather conditions.

As you know, in the part that the aerostat is
located at, the (inaudible) north of Key west, during
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certain times of the year, there are heavy rains and,
therefore, we have to be very careful and, when we are
told that we should lower the aerostat to protect the
integrity of tpe aerostat, we, of course, immediately
do so.

INTERVIEWER: So it’s not out of commission 45
percent of the time?

MR. BONACHEA: No, absolutely not.

INTERVIEWER: What do your listenership
surveys for Radio Marti tell you?

MR. BONACHEA: That we are in an audience that

is around 70 percent. Sixty-five, 70 percent of the
people of Cuba tunes in regularly to Radio Marti. This
is -- this type of audience places Radio Marti as the

most successful service of international broadcasting
of the United States government.
| But, in addition to that, it places Radio
Marti as the most listened to radio station inside
Cuba.
INTERVIEWER: More listened to than the radio
stations in Miami?
MR. BONACHEA: More listened to, in my
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opinion, than their own radio stations, like Radio
Travelte (phonetic) and Radio Congress (phonetic).

Let me say that, for whatever the reasons, the
Castro government does not make an effort, a sustained
effort, at jamming the radio broadcasts that come from
the city of Miami. They do make a great effort at
jamming the broadcasts of Radio Marti.

INTERVIEWER: How do you explain this Gallup
poll that was done -- and many people think it’s the
most accurate survey of listenership in Cuba -- that
puts the audience for Radio Marti at about 16 percent
of the population?

MR. BONACHEA: No, I believe that rthat
(inaudible) poll was completely flawed, and the main
reason why it was flawed, as I am sure --

INTERVIEWER: Flawed?

MR. BONACHEA: Deeply flawed. -- the main
reason why it was flawed, in my opinion, as I am sure
the people who conducted the poll will acknowledge, 1is
that, within hours after they began to interview people
in Cuba as to what radio stations they were tuning 1in,
the Secret Police of Castro began to arrest the same
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people that the Gallup poll was interviewing.

In my opinion, that plays a complece
(inaudible), as you can imagine, as to the responses
that the Cuban.people were going to give to these
interviewers.

I do want to say that we of Radio Marti would
very much like to be able to bring into Cuba
professional, scientific polling organizations that
could receive all the guarantees necessary for them to
underﬁake that type of polling, but I assure you that
the Castro government will never allow that, because
the government knows that Radio Marti is the most
listened to radio station inside the island of Cuba.

INTERVIEWER: Even more popular :hah the
commercial stations from Miami?

MR. BONACHEA: Well, you know, I truly cannot
say. I would say that, yes, that we are more popular,
that we are more listened to. And, for whatever the
reason, like I have said, the Castro government tries
Lo continuously jam but, on the other hand, the jamming
of the radio station in Miami are not as sustained as
it is against Radio Marti.
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INTERVIEWER: You know Dr. Christian

(phonetic) (inaudible)?

MR. BONACHEA: Yes.

INTERVIEWER: Your former director of
audience research?

MR. BONACHEA: Yes.

INTERVIEWER: She said in -- she swore, in two
affidavits, that virtually no one listened to
Television Marti, that studies were conducted and that
virtually no one listened to TV Marti, and that the
audience for Radio Marti was falling off sharply. What
is your reaction to that?

MR. BONACHEA: Well, I believe that first of
all, the allegations are completely false. I think
that something like that would have to be placed in its
proper conte#t. -I have already provided to several of
the people who have been investigating the information
that is available to me as the acting director of the
Office of Cuba Broadcasting.

I think the main thing to keep alwayé in mind
is that audience studies always have to be placed in
the context. If you have a declining audience, what
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may be the causes for the declining audiegce?

Is it poor programming? Well, in my opinion,
the programming of Radio Marti is excellent, which is
the reason why.the Castro government continuously tries
to jam us. If the programming of Radio Marti was not
any good, Castro would not even have to bother because,
you know, in radio, all the listener has to do is to
tune us in or tune us out.

As a result, I believe that, when it comes to,
You know, people say, well, "The audience of Radio
Marti declines," well, vyes, maybe it did; maybe it had
to do because of the electrical blackouts that the
people of Cuba are experiencing, the intense jamming in
certain months of the year. It could be related to
many different things.

One of our audience studies done by Dr.
Jeffers (phonetic) (inaudible), as I arrived to Radio
and Television Marti, indicated that the audience of
Radio Marti was about 95 percent inside the island of
Cuba.

Well, myself, even though I always distribute
whatever information is given to me, I did tell Dr.
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Jeffers that I did not believe that Radio Marti had an
audience of 95 percent, because I do not believe that
the BBC of London has an audience, a 95 percent
audience, ianondon; so I found it difficult to believe
that Radio Marti has a 95 percent listenership.

But I say this also with the (inaudible) that
the important thing, in my opinion, was always to
enhance our methodology £for these types of studies, so
that we who are involved in radio and television can
have a poll for the audience, because that is the best
way that we can compete with the radio stations inside
Cuba.

INTERVIEWER: Dr. Jeffers says, when she came
to you with the two reports, that you killed the
messenger, that you relieved her of her duties. True?

MR. BONACHEA: False.

INTERVIEWER: Not true?

MR. BONACHEA: Well, you have to place that in
the proper context. Dr. Jeffers and the Office of
Audience Research was transferred to the Office of
Audience Research at the United States Information
Agency! That transfer has absolutely nothing to do

Diversified Reporting Services, Inc.
1025 VERMONT AVENUE, N.W. SUITE 1250

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005
(202) 296-2929




21

with whatever audience study Dr. Jeffers may have
producedi

In fact, I remember that when I and Director
Navarro (in;udible) discussed this particular issue,
one of the things that we discussed was, in the type of
operation that we run, if we say that the audience of
Television Marti or Radio Marti is X, there is always
going to be somebody who says, "No, it is not X, it 1is
B." And, if we say that it is B, they’re going to say
that it’'s A.

So, what we thought that made sense was, well,
in large -- to a degree, the fact that Dr. Jeffers
produces those studies inside the operation, inside
Radio and TV Marti, that also opens up for critics to
say, "Yeah, but you’'re producing the audience research.
inside the house."

So what we decided that would make sense was
to transfer Dr. Jeffers and the function of audience
research to the Office of Audience Research of the
United States Information Agency, completely
independent from Radio and Television Marti, so that
she and the people of USIA could undertake whatever
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audience research they did, and that at least it would
have the (inaudible) of being completely independent
from Radio and Television Marti. I think that that was
a good deci;ion.

INTERVIEWER: I don’t think that -- I don’t
think that Dr. Jeffers sees it that way. She says that
Yyou told her personally -- she says this in a sworn
affidavit -- that you told her not to release the
reports and that you personally delayed the releasing
of the audience survey studies for two-and-a-half
years.

MR. BONACHEA: That is completely false
allegations. A lot of information that I have provided
the people who have been looking into those
allegations, I am convinced that, at the end, Radio and
Television Marti will be completely exonerated from
those false allegations.

I think that it is in the best interests of
Radio and Television Marti to know exactly what 1s the
type of audience that we have.

And, just as I have said that we acknowledge
that the audience of Radio Marti is fairly large, that
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the audience of Television Marti suffers from jamming
of the Castro dictatorship, I believe that it ig always
in the best interests of what we’re trying to do to
know accura;ely what 1s the audience.

-And I am very pleased, by the way, by the work
that the Office of Audience Research of the USIA has
been doing.

INTERVIEWER: What about the Inspector
General’'s Office of USIA, that’s been conducting an
investigation, for several years? Have they
interviewed you?

MR. BONACHEA: First of all, I'm very glad
that the Congress decided to close down the Office of
Inspector General of the USIA and to transfer all of
the personnel to the Office of Inspector General at the
State Department.

INTERVIEWER: Why are you glad?

MR. BONACHEA: Because I believe that the
investigation that the inspector general of USIA was
conducting became politicized, was out of control.

And, when you have an office of an inspector

deneral out of control, that can be very threatening to
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the civil rights of many different employees,
considering that the inspector general operates in an
éutonomous and an independent manner from the director
of the agency.

INTERVIEWER: You think it was politically
motivated?

MR. BONACHEA: I believe that, in fact, that
the investigation, in large measure, had become
politicized, and that’s why I was delighted when I
heard that the Office of Inspector General had been
closed down and that everyone had been mandated to
transfer immediately to the Office of the IG of the
State Department.

I have been --

INTERVIEWER: So you were happy that they
closed them down?

MR. BONACHEA: That'’s right. I was very
pleased to hear about (inaudible) --

INTERVIEWER: Did away with the office?

MR. BONACHEA: Yes. I was very pleased to
hear that the Congress had decided and that the
President had approved to close down that particular
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operation and place it under the jurisdiction of the IG
of the State Department.

I want to say (inaudible) that I have found
very professional the people of the -- the employees,
the colleagues that work in the Office of Inspector
General at the State Department. They sz2em to be top
professionals, very objective, and certainly I believe
people who are (inaudible) by (inaudiblef.

INTERVIEWER: Let’s change tapes.

(Interruption to the proceedings, for a tape
change.)

INTERVIEWER: You said that you were glad to
see the Inspector General’s Office eliminated. We
spoke yesterday with David (inaudible). You know David
Burgess (phonetic)?

MR. BONACHEA: Yes.

INTERVIEWER: He said that the whole purpose
of Radio Marti is to try and counteract freedom of
speech, the lack of freedom of speech in Cuba and, vyet,
there is almost no freedom of speech at Radio Marti.

Here you have a situation where an inspector
general conducts an investigation and the Inspector
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General’s Office that’s conducting it is eliminated in
the budgét. Some people say that’s just another
example of the political clout and the lengths that the
exile commun;ty and Radio Marti will go to --

MR. BONACHEA: Please, let’s be fair. You
know, in Radio Marti and Television Marti, any employee
can express whatever opinions they would like to
express. And the fact of the matter is that, by
judging by the proliferation of opinions that the
employees express to the media continuously, it’s an
indication that we support whatever opinions they wént
to express.

Obviously, the opinions that they express, in
the case of three or four employees, will have to be
substantiated. And, like I have said on different
Ooccasions, depending on what the allegations are, if
the allegations happen to be true, I, for one, will
(inaudible). Well, if this allegation be true, then
let’s see what we have to do to correct it. But so
far, I have to see allegations that are true.

And, as far as them expressing personal

opinions, of course, they can express whatever opinions
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they want. And, as far as what you have said about the
(inaudible) in the Cuban-American community and lack of
freedom of expression, I think that that’s an unfair
characterizgtion of the Cuban-American community.

We have come to this country, since 1859,
because we are firm supporters of freedom of expression
aﬁd democracy, which is what Castro took away from all
Cubans in the island in 1959.

And I believe that the large majorities of
Cubaﬁ-Americans have those principles very much
engraved in their hearts, because (inaudible) théy
continue to do is precisely for freedom of expression,
and certainly, those of us who work in Radio and
Television Marti have had foremost in our mind, and we
Lry to be an example, by (inaudible) behaviors that we
have daily in our own operation.

INTERVIEWER: You say that everyone has
the -- that everyone is free to speak their mind. But
four of your research (inaudible) claim that their
positions were done away with after they criticized the
content and objectivity of some of the Radio Marti

broadcasts.
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MR. BONACHEA: And that‘’s a false allegation

again. This -- and this is very difficult, very
difficult, because when President Clinton was elected
in Novemberzpf 1992, it was very clear to many of us
that the federal government was going to do a
considerable effort at downsizing.

By 1994, it was very clear that Vice President
Gore and President Clinton were mandating all of the
United States government to do whatever we could to
downsize the operation.

Let me indicate to you that, in terms of
downsizing, between November of 1992 and September of
1995, Radio and Television Marti reduced their budgets
by 33 percent. Since September, ‘95, we have reduced
it by an additional 9 percent, for a total of 44
percent in reducfions in our budget.

When it comes to this particular group of
analysts, it‘s unfortunate that the appointee of
President Clinton, Richard Loeb (phonetic), when he
assessed the entire operation, and when he began to
develop his plan for downsizing, he concluded that the
analytiéal section was not essential to the operation
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of Radio and Television Marti.

And let me say that I, as his deputy, agreed
with Director Loeb at the time, and continue to agree,
that 1is not:essential. In fact, I believe that we are
wasting half of a million dollars per year of
takpayers’ monies, as long as we do not proceed with
our downsizing of Radio and Television Marti.

INTERVIEWER: After reading -- excuse
me -- after reading the inspector general'’s report and
reading some of these studies that have been done, it
seems like the people that always get eliminated in
bureaucratic economies, or downsized, are people who
tend to be critical of Television and Radio Marti and
of Jorge Mas Canosa.

MR. BONACHEA: That’s a false allegation,
absolutely. Let me say that Mr. Mas Canosa received
the same treatment in Radio and Television Marti as any
other person that is generating news in Radig and
Television Marti.

The administration of Radio and Television
Marti acts as a firewall concerning our job duties and
(inaudible), so that they can do their job, apply their
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own journalistic criteria, using the most high
standards of journalism, and provide coverage to
whoever is generating news. That can be Mr. Mas
Canosa, it can be Carlo Alberto Montaner (phonetic),
Gutierrez Minoyu (phonetic).

The entire spectrum, from left to right, as
long as they are generating news, they are going to
receive coverage from cur journalists.

INTERVIEWER: Where does this perception come
from, that TV Marti and Radio Marti are very vindictive
when people come ocut and express opinions that are
contrary to some of the people running it? Where‘does
that perception come from?

MR. BONACHEA: You know, some of these people
are ideological enemies of Mr. Mas Canosa, (inaudible)
ideological enemies of Gutierrez Minoyu. So that when
(inaudible) are talking on the vast spectrum of ethnic
positions and political factions, one group or another,
outside or inside of Radio Marti and Television Marti,
may use one particular argument or another against a
particular individual that has problems.

I think that I have said that (inaudible) of
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what I hae to deal with as the director of Radio
Marti. Bu., to me, the important thing is that the
journalists are protected, that they continue to do the
work, to ser-'ice the people of Cuba, following the
highest stand.rds of Voice of America.

INTER'IEWER: You talked about a half a
million dollars that you would like to cut from the
budget. You tal. ed about all the economies that have
been made. How mich is it going to cost to move Radio
and Television Mar-i to Miami?

MR. BONACHIA: Yes. Let me say first that the
"reinventing" plan tiat Director Loeb, the appointee of
President Clinton, th2 plan that he developed involved
the downsizing of about $4 million, involved about 20
different employees. -t was the beginning of the
downsizing because, as ..e anticipated, these first 20
were going to be followe: by even more reductions and
more cuts in personnel.

And, out of those $4 million, about half of a
million dollars had to do with the analytical
(inaudible) that I mentioned.

Now, when it comes t> the relocation of Radio
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and Television Marti to southern Florida, we estimate,
or the GSA, who did the study, the General Services
Administration, estimated that there will be
expenditures o? about $7-1/2 million for relocating and
that they also projeéted that there would be savings
around $4-1/2 million per year, annually.

So we do believe that the relocation of the
operation to southern Florida will result again in
substantial savings to the American taxpayers, and I
think that thaﬁ, in our judgment, would be a good
thing, as we continue to downsize and try to tighten
our belt as much as possible.

INTERVIEWER: So you‘re saying the move is
-- you’'re saying the move is being made because of
budgetary consideration? It’s cheaper to operate out
of Miami than out of Washington?

MR! BONACHEA: Yes, (inaudible) that it will
be cheaper operating from southern Florida than from
Washington.

And I think the budget consideraﬁion, yes,
certainly was a factor, because whenever we can move in
the direction of saving, like in this case we project
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around $4-1/2 million annually on taxpayers’
contributions, I do believe that we have the obligation
to do everything that we can to make true those budget
reductions.

" But I also believe that there will be
programmatic benefits to being -- to having the entire
operation located in southern Florida. Southern
Florida, without doubt, contains probably the largest
(inaudible) of human resources concerning Cuba anywhere
in the United States, and we hope to be able to utilize
that type of (inaudible).

We have many universities in this area that
specialize in the Cuban situation, and we might be
calling upon some of those, especially every now and
then, to participate in our programming.

And, in addition to that, and maybe most
important, as far as benefitting the programming of
Radio and Television Marti, there is a constant flow of
(inaudible) from (inaudible) that travel to Cuba, that
come through Miami, that provide those new insights and
new vision, new information to our journalists, as well
as the'daily access to recent arrivals from Cuba.
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I think that all of that will be important to
Radio and Television Marti since, as you know, we are
(inaudible) broadcasting. We are supposed to be
immersed inawhat is going on in Cuba, so that we can
provide the people of Cuba not only information about
the outside, but also information about inside Cuba
that is denied to them by the Castro government.

INTERVIEWER: You know, the perception is that
-- the perception is that it’s being done to -- the
perception is it’'s being done as a political favor to
the Cuban exile community, and that Radio Marti, David
Burke (phonetic) told us the other day that -- David
Burke told us the other day that this is a case where
you’ve got local, very powerful, being the Cuban exile
community, which has sort of hijacked a public,
government institution for its own purposes.

How do you respond to that?

MR. BONACHEA: That is totally false. Radio
and Television Marti abides by the highest standards of
Voice of America.

And, like I always say, have you listen to
Radio Marti lately? Have you tuned Radio Marti, so

Diversified Reporting Services, Inc.
1025 VERMONT AVENUE. N.W. SUITE 1250

WASHINGTON. D.C. 20005
(202) 296-2929




35

then you can make your own independent judgment about
the high standards of journalism that our journalists
produce about the diversity of opinion, about the great
amount of obje;tive, balanced, and comprehensive
information that we provide to the people of Cuba.

If you tune Radio Marti, I am sure that you
will come out impressed by the quality of our:
broadcasts and by the dedication and the professional
integrity of all of our writers and all of our
journalists.

Has Radio Marti been hijacked by the Cuban
group? That’'s absolutely nonsense. All of us who work
for Radio and Television Marti work for the United
States government, and we feel greatly honored to be
able to work for the federal government.

As federal employees, whether it’'s a writer, a
journalist, or the director of the operation, we have
the obligation to see that the regulations are
implemented and that all of the journalistic standards
of Voice of America are followed to the letter. And,
as I sit here today, I am completely satisfied that
that is the case.
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Has the decision to relocate Radio and
Television Marti to southern Florida, has that decision
been done for political consideration? I personally do
ﬁot believe:;hat.

| The considerations for relocating Radio and
Television Marti to southern Florida began five-
and-a-half years ago under the administration of
President Bush. At that time, there was diécussion
into it. We began to generate studies to determine
whether it would be good, whether it could be feasible
to relocate Television and Radio Marti to southern
Florida.

Already, under the Administration of Bush, I
think that the consensus was that, yes, it was going to
be beneficial to both the operation over here and, over
the past three-and-a-half years, I think that.that
consensus has increased substantially, which is the
reason why I think that, finally, the Congress and the
President approved the move of this operation to
southern Florida.

INTERVIEWER: There have been people -- I
mean, there are leaders in the exile community who
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think it’s a bad decision, who say that -- and some of
them, former political prisoners -- who say, "Look,
you’'re going to destroy the credibility of Radio Marti
if you move it to Miami and it is perceived in Havana
and the rest of the island as being a mouthpiece for
the exile community (inaudible)."

MR. BONACHEA: Let me say that keep in mind
that Radio Free Europe and Radio Liberty broadcast for
many, many years from Munich, Germany. Radio Free
Europe and Radio Liberty also became the subject of
similar accusations: "If you locate the operation
there, the ethnic European groups are going to come and
take over the radio sta;ion. You should not do it."

(Inaudible) Radio Free Europe and Radio
Liberty, as it was expected, had to abide by the
regulations, by the editorial guidelines that
(inaudible) .

The same applies to Radio and Television
Martci. Whether we’re in Washington, D.C. or Union
City, New Jersey, or Miami, Florida, we will continue
"0 abide, as we always have, by high journalistic
s ‘andards established by Voice of America and by the
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Cffice of (inaudible) Broadcasting, and I have no doubt
that the journalists of Radio and Television Marti will
continue to do their work here with the same
journalisti¢ integrity as they always have done
(inaudible) .

INTERVIEWER: But why would these former
political prisoners say that it’s going to destroy the
credibility of Radio Marti if You move it to Miami?
They’re certainly not pro-Castro. They spent decades
in his jails.

MR. BONACHEA: Absolutely. And certainly, in
the democratic process, we all have our own differing
opinions. We have our own vision. I myself have
discussed the pros and the cons of the relocation with
many of these.

I do nét know whether we have spoken to the
same people. But I have spoken to some, not many, but
some who, in fact, have raised some honest, legitimate
questions concerning the relocation.

But I think that those concerns have been
substantially deminished, as I have explained to them,
and théy participate over here continuously in Radio
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and Television Marti, the fact that, regardless of
whether Radio and Television Marti would continue to
implement the editorial guidelines, like we always
have.

INTERVIEWER: Well, some people would say that
you haven’t always. And there are -- and I'm sure you
are aware of some of the statements that have come out,
some of the sworn statements that have been made.

MR. BONACHEA: I still have to see one of
those allegations that I can agree that they are true
because, as far as I'm concerned, all of those type of
allegations about broadcasts that may not have followed
high journalistic standards, the ones I have seen, I
have had to provide information that would show that
those allegations are completely false.

Mind'you, this is not to say that we who
broadcast 24 hours a day, Monday through Sunday, do not
make mistakes every now and then. 60 Minutes makes
mistakes. So do we.

INTERVIEWER: Oh, we never make mistakes.

MR. BONACHEA: Well, I would like to say
sometimes that, but I have to admit that we make
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mistakes and, when we do, we try then to correct them.

INTERVIEWER: I want to ask you about Jorge
Mas Canosa. How much influence does Jorge Mas Canosa
have with Radiq Marti and TV Marti?

MR. BONACHEA: I would prefer that you would
not ask me about Mr. Mas Canosa but, since you have
asked me, let me say that the influence that Mas Canosa
exercises in Radio and Television Marti is zero -- none
-- in terms of our daily operations, in terms of our
editorial lines, in terms of what we put on the news or
what we don’t put on the news.

I have always told the administrators and the
journalistic in the Department of News and Programs
that what we expect from them is to apply, across-the-
board, to everybody, the editorial guidelines, the
criteria as to who is generating news, who 1is not
generating news.

If you are, regardless or whether a Mas
Canosa, Montaner (phonetic), Ricardo Ofin (phonetic),
who 1is another prominent Cuban American, you will
receive coverage. Other than that, I can assure you
that Mr. Mas Canosa is treated by our people in Radio
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and Television Marti like they treat everybody elsge.

'To that, let me also add that, whatever you
could say that would come under the (inaudible) of
recommendatipn;, that has to come through the
Presidential Advisory Board and, of course, the
Presidential Advisory Board that Mr. Mas Canosa chairs,
they meet several times a year. They record their
deliberations and they put in writing whatever
recommendations they make to Radio and TV Marti.

Once we receive the recommendations, we
channel them to Voice of America and to the United
States Information Agency and, after discussion of
those recommendations, if we decide that they are good,
they are implemented and, if we decide that they are
not appropriate, then they are not implemented.

And let me add, in that regard, that the
service that the members of the Presidential Advisory
Board for (inaudible) Broadcasting, the service that
they have given Radio and Television Marti has been
important and it is well appreciated by all of us who

work in Radio and TV Marci.

INTERVIEWER: So you’‘re saying he has zero
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influence?

MR. BONACHEA: Yes, absolutely.
INTERVIEWER: That’'s not what Bruce Sherman
(phonetic) said, your former deputy director.

MR. BONACHEA: Mr. Sherman is possibly an

ideological enemy of Mr. Mas Canosa

INTERVIEWER: He says that Jorge Mas Canosa
used to call and complain about the programs, want to
put more conservative commentators on.

MR. éONACHEA: (Inaudible) .

INTERVIEWER: Exercised veto power over --

MR. BONACHEA: False allegation.

INTERVIEWER: -- certain employees being
hired.

MR. BONACHEA: Absolutely false allegations.
And let me say that I have provided whatever
appropriate information I needed to provide to the
appropriate persons in the federal government. That is
.completely untrue.

INTERVIEWER: I want to tell you -- I want to
just run Mr. Sherman’s sworn testimony by you on the
hiring of a news director.
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He says, a few years back, You rejected a
couple of qualified candidates and said that you -- you
said that you had to run all of the candidates past
Miami --

MR. BONACHEA: (Inaudible) .

INTERVIEWER: -- the people in Miami.

MR. BONACHEA: Totally false. That'’s a lie.

INTERVIEWER: You never said that?

MR. BONACHEA: Absolutely not. Whatever we do
in terms of hiring at Radio and Television Marti is
handled by the Office of Personnel and following
federal regulations. That is absolutely untrue.

INTERVIEWER: He said that Miami threw out a
couple of the best candidates.

MR. BSONACHEA: That 1is absolutely false.

INTERViEWER: He said the exile community in
Miami threw out a couple of the best candidates and
recommended that, instead, someone be hired who didn’t
even speak English.

MR. BOﬁACHEA: Well, first, I do not know who
are the candidates that he ié talking about (inaudible)
I do believe that several people applied for the
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position when it was appropriately advertised and
(inaudible) announced. But, at the end, you let the
chips fall where they may.

Regardless of who the candidates are, they are
measured against the qualifications, the criteria for
hiring, and that’s the way that we have operated at all
times in Radio and Television Marti.

INTERVIEWER: Why did you --

MR. BONACHEA: Now, when it comes to the
director of (inaﬁdible) that doesn’t speak English, who
allegedly doesn'é speak English, let me say that that
was one of the conclusions of the inspector general of
USIA though, on the other hand, no one ever came to
talk to that person to determine whether he spoke
English or didn’t speak English, or how fluent he was
in the language.

That indicates, to me at least, the accuracy
by which those type of investigations were being
conducted. To reach a conclusion that you do not speak
Spanish but, on the other hand, I never come to ask you
whether you speak Spanish is not a very fair type of"
approach.
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INTERVIEWER: I believe there was testimony
about somebody having to help this gentleman £ill out
his application and answer questions, because he didn‘t
speak English, during the interviewing process.

MR. BONACHEA: Well, I don’'t know. I don’'t
recollect that.

INTERVIEWER: And the job says -- 1 mean, I
think it stipulates in the description for the job that
the person has to speak English.

MR. BONACHEA: Well, there was a -- there is
also this under scrutiny right now because, according
to the person, the director of news, the application
that he was given required only Spanish fluency.

Obviously, when you have an operation, as we
do, in which everything is 100 percent Spanish, I, too,
believe that what we’re looking for is someone that is
totally and completely fluent in the Spanish language.
So, if you were to ask this gentleman, he would tell
you, well, at no time he was told that English was
requi;ed for the position.

And, in fact, let me also say, to be very fair
to this gentleman, who is a very distiﬂguishea Cuban-
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American journalist who has had many years of service
in the jéurnalistic profession in Cuba and in the
United States, when he came to Radio Marti to be
interviewed by different people, he never hid the fact
that he was not completely fluent in the English
language. That was never hidden from anybody,
inéluding the director of the Office of Cuba
Broadcasting, the Office of Personnel, or no one else.

But the truth remains that, at the time when
the decision was made, he was the best qualified
candidate for the job, and that was what drove that
particular decision.

INTERVIEWER: Even though he couldn’t speak
English?

MR. BONACHEA: Absolutely. In terms of the
actual broadcast, you know, we need someone who is 100
percent fluent in the.Spanish language.

Now, like I did discuss on one occasion with
the director of Voice of America, I did indicate to
him, "I want you to be aware that this man is not
completely fluent in the English language so that, if
YOu are expecting him to participate in executive
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conversations on a daily basis," I said, "he will.have
a difficult time right now."

At the end, the director, along with the other
administrato;s, decided that he was the best qualified
and the best candidate that Radio Marti could have for
that position.

So, when there is some type of attempt at
trying to say that someone was blindsided, that’s
absolutely‘fa;se. Everyone knew about the credentials
of this man and, at the time, he was best qualified
candidate for the position.

INTERVIEWER: How often do You see Mr. Mas
Canosa?

MR. BONACHEA: I see him about, I would say,
maybe six, seven times a year.

INTERVIEWER: That’s all?

MR. BONACHEA: Whenever we have Presidential
Advisory Board meetings, I meet him here. Maybe on
occasion, when I happen to have come to work here, I
have visited with him. And, since you have not asked,
but I tell you, I speak to him on the phone maybe at
the (inaudible) about once every two months.
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INTERVIEWER: Once every two months, that'sg

allz

MR. BONACHEA: He is very difficult to get
hold of, because he is @ very busy man. But then there
are times at wﬁich I feel that the chairman of the
Presidential Advisory Board needs to have some
information. So, he is difficult to get hold of.
That’s a problem, you know.

INTERVIEWER: You don’t clear your decisions
with him, personnel decisions?

MR. BONACHEA: Never, absolutely never.

INTERVIEWER: Does he call Lo give you advice,
call to complain about the programs?

MR. BONACHEA: (Inaudible) in a way, but, you
know, maybe a couple of disagreements over the last
seven years.

But, certainly, the statements that he has
made in the news, that my editor felt that some of his
Statements were a little bit too Strong, that needed to
be edited out of the program before it was broadcaset,
ds usual, no one likes to be edited.

I would say on both of these occasions, I felt
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that the journalists in the newsroom were right. They
Weére supported. Mr. Mas Canosa was edited.

But, to be fair to 4r. Mas Canosa, we have to
edit, as you can imagine, man/, many other prominent
Cuban-American (inaudible) anc others who, at times,
make statements that, in our orinion, do not comply by
the editorial guidelines.

And, when that happens, I have never hesitated
in informing the position in the News Department. 1In
fact, I can assure you that there ..as not been even one
Ooccasion in which --

INTERVIEWER: Okay.

(End of Tape 1, Side A.)

MR. BONACHEA: -- about the influence of one
person or another concerning news, I categorically say
that, not even in one instance, has the vosition of the
News Department been overruled. They always have done
their job to the best of their abilities, and the
Support of the administration of Radio and Television
Marti.

INTERVIEWER: There have been -- there are
employees in your own Research Department which have
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said there have been errors and mistakes and
violations, that say that there have been violations of
the rules of broadcast, that misinformation has been
broadcast, things have been broadcast that are in
direct contradiction of U.S. policy. Has that ever
happened?

MR. BONACHEA: Those are false. That
particular group of employees, three or four of them,
are very politicized employees. I still have to see
one of those allegations that I can accept that it 1is
true. They are completely false.

And the truth of the matter is that, when the
Office of Cuba 3rcadcasting has looked into the
allegations, and I have looked into those allegations,
I have concluded that they were false. When the Bureau
of Broadcasting and Voice of America have looked into
the same allegations, they have concluded that they
were false.

And, most recently, when the United States
Government General Accounting Office completed their
own investigation, they have also concluded that they
were false and that these allegations sim?ly keep
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coming back again and again and again but that, in
fact, they lack substance.

INTERVIEWER: There was some gquestion -- my
understanding is that, when certain people went back
into the files to look for the broadcasts in question,
Lo see if they violated U.S. policy, that were told
that the tapes in question had been damaged
- - accurate? -- that they were some broadcasts that
there were not tape recordings available. Does that
ring a bell?

MR. BONACHEA;. Like in the case of all of
these, some of these allegations, the people who put
the allegation there always gives it a spin, to try to
damage the credibility of Radio Marti.

The truth of the matter is that there was one
instance in which there was a request for a particular
three-minute broadcast that Radio Marti had given,
concerning migration quotas, and the first report that
came to my attention and the attention of Director
Loeb, who was President Clinton’s appointee, was that
those three minutes, two-and-a-half minutes which
seemed to be missing from the (inaudible) the
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computers.

Well, we immediately ordered for some of our
key administrators to look into it. I personally gave
orders that I wanted to know exactly what had happened.

I wanted to make sure that we were in control
of the tapes because, to me, it has always been very
important that we keep intact all of the computer tapes
and all of the archives so that, whenever someone has a
question, that they can come and get the information
and (inaudiblei that I can be able to respond to what
always turns out to be false allegations.

As it developed, the tapes were sent to the
corporation that manufactures these tapes and, with the
help of them, we were able Lo extract exactly all of
that information in those two-and-a-half minutes, so
that we then had the complete record.

Well, it turned out that, in that two-
and-a-half minutes, again, it was a false allegation,
because nothing had been broadcast that thgse people
were (inaudible) there had been in those two-and-a-half

minutes.

So we were pleased to, first of all, to be
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able to refuse the false allegation. But then,
secondly, the guestion became, well, how did that
happen?

And the report that I received was that the
Department of Technical Operations and (inaudible), in
an effort at reducing costs, had begun to buy a cheaper
quality of tapes for those computers, and that
(inaudible) that missing gap. Since there was a
possibility that that would occur again, we then have
come back to the tapes that we had always utilized.

But the point that I want to emphasize here is
that the critics say, "Well, in those two-and-a-half
minutes, they have broadcast the following." Well, the
following was not broadcast, it was again another false
allegation.

INTERVIEWER: Did TV Marti ever air a report
in which Jorge Mas Canosa made the statement urging the
people of Cuba to prevent Fidel Castro from returning
to the island from an international conference?

MR. BONACHEA: I do not recollect, you know, I
do not recollect right now whether such a statement was
made.
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INTERVIEWER: Would that be a violation of
U.S. policy?

MR. BONACHEA: I would have said that, in
terms of a (inaudible) judgment, I would have ruled
against it. Probably, I would have ruled against any
statement (inaudible) --

INTERVIEWER: Against using it?

MR. BONACHEA: (Inaudible) .

INTERVIEWER: So you think it was a violation

of policy?

MR. BONACHEA: It may have been, if that was
the case, but one would have to determine what was the
context, how that statement, if it was said, how it was
said.

INTERVIEWER: Do you have any knbwledge or any
recollection that maybe Mr. Mas Canosa might have
broadcast such a statement on Radio Marti?

MR. BONACHEA: No, I do not recollect.

INTERVIEWER: But, if he did, that would be a
violation of U.S. policy?

MR. BONACHEA: Well, it would have been
something that I would have discussed, yes.
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A PARTICIPANT: TV Marti.

INTERVIEWER: Oh, I'm sorry, TV Martci.

MR. BONACHEA: TV Marti.

A BARTICIPANT: Sir, there’s one little wisp
of Fair falling on your forehead (inaudible).

INTERVIEWER: You've got it. You've got it.
Thank you. |

A PARTICIPANT: Re-ask, please.

INTERVIEWER: Re-ask what?

A PARTICIPANT: Whether he broadcast that on
TV Marti. You said Radio Marrti.

I.TERVIEWER: Okay. Do you have any -- do you
have any re:ollection as to whether Mr. Mas Canosa made
such a broad:tast on Television Marti?

MR. 30ONACHEA: I do not recocllect now whether
that statement was made.

INTERV IEWER: Okay.

A PARTICIPANT: Fine.

INTERVIZWER: That's just about it, but hold
on one second. I want to re-ask one gquestion.

In a sworn affidavit, Bruce Sherman said that

’

after turning down 1 couple of very qualified
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candidates for news directors in Miami, you told him
that they had been rejected by the people in Miami, who
didn’t like them.

MR. BQNACHEA: That is absolutely false. I do
not know who are the people that Bruce -Sherman is
talking about. Certainly, at the time that those
positions were announced, like always, there were many
different people who applied to the position.

I may or I may not have interviewed the people
that he’s talking about. I did interview several
people. I was trying to develop as large of a pool of
applicants as we possibly could for the position.

What I can assure you is, at the end, when it
comes to hiring, we follow the rules of the Personnel
Department, and the position goes always -- and I want
Lo emphasize that -- the position goes always to the
best-qualified candidate that we have available for us.

We do not allow anyone -- from the outside or
the inside or the Congress or the Administration -- to
influence decisions as to who come to work in Radio and
Television Marti. We simply follow the regulations of

the Office of Personnel and the best-qualified
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candidate is the person that (inaudible).

INTERVIEWER: There’s certainly a big stack of
affidavits and sworn statements and reports filled out
by people whp think otherwise, who have worked here.

MR. BONACHEA: Yes. And I think I can tell
you that I have seen a stack of allegations this thick
that I have reviewed, that the Office of -- the General
Accounting Office or the Congress have reviewed, and
that they have found absolutely no substance to those
allegations.

I have seen stacks of allegations against
Radio Marti that have been sent to the director of
Voice of America, to the director of the Bureau of
Broadcasting of USIA, and they have concluded that
there is no substance to the allegations.

I have no doubt that, as some of these
inquiries come to an end that, once again, the truth
will prevail and that those allegations will be seen
for what they are -- totally and completely false
allegations.

INTERVIEWER: Congressman Skaggs of Colorado
-- you're familiar with him?
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MR. BONACHEA: I have heard of them.

INTERVIEWER: -- has managed to get $11
million cut from the appropriations bell for Television
Marti. You{ve\heard about that?

MR. BONACHEA: Yes.

INTERVIEWER: What is your reaction to it?

MR. BONACHEA: Well, first, that this is, as
you know, the firsc step of a long process of debate
within the United States Congress. We all take part in
thét debate. And I can appreciate that, among honest
people, there has to be always room for difference, for
differing opinions.

So, in that sense, the debate will continue
over the next several months, until the United States
Congress makes a decision, again, in their wisdom, as
to whether they believe that Television Marti should be
supported or not be supported.

I believe that, at the end, it becomes a
matter of which -- Congressman Skaggs obviously has his
own vision. The Congress, in its totality, the
Administration, obviously have their own vision of what
constitutes.a worthwhile project for the United States
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government.

And I still sincerely believe tﬁat, even
though we are having an expenditure of $11 million a
year for a telgvision broadcast that we continuously
struggle to take to the people of Cuba, I believe, like
the Congress has believed and like different
Administrations have believed, that it is a worthwhile
project, that it is information that is being denied to
the people of Cuba.

And, as we persevere and try to deliver that
information that Radio and Television Marti tries to
take to the people of Cuba, I am convinced, I know that
someday the people of Cuba will tell the people of the
United States, "Thank you, thank you for the support
that you gave Radio and Television Marti in spite of
the critics, in spite of the false allegations. Thank
you for the support that you gave them because, by
giving the support that you gave, Radio and Television
Marti was the window to the world that the people of
Cuba have had for the last 11 years, now."

INTERVIEWER: You think that there are going
to be people -- you honestly think that, when -- if and
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when Mr. Castro finally falls -- that there are going
Lo be people who say, "It was all because of TV Martin?

MR. BONACHEA: No, I think that they will say,
"We are Qerx grateful to the American people for having
supported Radio and Television Marti because it was
through them that we knew about the (inaudible) human
rights activities against Cuba (inaudible) Cuba; it was
through Radio and Television Marti that we knew the
independent journalists were being incarcerated" -- and
that are being incarcerated right now as you and I
speak and as Radio Marti broadcasts the violation of
human rights of those people.

They are also going to say to the American
people, "Thank you for letting us know about the
humanitarian missions of the United States government
in Bosnia Herzegovena, about the mission to Haiti, and
about the many missions of multilateral diplomacy that
You undertook throughout all of those years," because,
obviously, what they hear from Cuban radio, the radio
controlled by Castro, is a totally complete version
than what is the truth of what America is all about and
what America is trying to do to help other peoples
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around the world.

INTERVIEWER: Where do you get your figures?
I mean, you say that 75 percent of the -- Radio Marti
reaches 75 percent of the Cuban population, that 3
percent of the population sees TV Marti. Where do you
get those figures?

MR. BONACHEA: About 70 percent for Radio
Marti, maybe 3 to 4 in TV Marti.

And what we do -- and we acknowledge that this
is not the -- it has its own limitations -- is that we
continuously have been interviewing Cubans who arrive
continuously from the island, so we interview them
about their listening patterns of radio broadcast:
"Have you tuned Radio Marti" or "Who was your favorite
radio station" or, "If you have turned Radio Marti,
what are the programs that you were tuning the most,"
and "How many times a day" or "How many times a week do
you tune us in?"

So, as a result of this consistent type of
audience research, we conclude that we have fairly
large audience for Radio Marti and a very, very small
audience for Television Marti.
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But, as I have said, we always would like for
the Castro government to let us in to, as the Cuban
Democracy Act of Radio Marti and Television Marti, to
have a news;bureau ingside Cuba, right in Havana,
providing information to the people of Cuba. as you
know, Castro is completely opposed to allowing us to
come to the island.

But, at the same time, I think it would be
very, very good if Castro will allow reputable and
respectable pblling organizations to come into Cuba
and, of course, to provide to them the guarantees that
they can conduct an unfettered and completely free type
of audience research.

I believe that, if they are allowed to do
that, the conclusion will be that Radio Marti is the
number one radio station inside Cuba. The people of
Cuba are well served by our broadcasts.

INTERVIEWER: You say that 3 to 4 percent
watch TV Marti?

MR. BONACHEA: Yes.

INTERVIEWER: Three to 4 percent of the
population?
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MR. BONACHEA: i would say ves, as a whole,

and sporadically because, like I have said, sometimes
we go through a certain part of the coast and we know
that they are seeing the signal fairly clear but, as
soon as the helicopters are mobilized, then the jamming
comes back (inaudible).

INTERVIEWER: What hours does it broadcast?

MR. BONACHEA: It broadcasts between 3:00 to
8:30 in the morning, and we continuously assess what
other hours we might be able :to expand our broadcasts.

INTERVIEWER: So you’'re reaching 3 to 4
percent of the Cuban audience between 3:00 in the
morning and 8 O’clock in the morning, in spite of the
signals being jammed?

MR. BONACHEA: Yes, that’s what I would
predict.

And bear in mind, though, when it comes to
Cuba society, a highly totalitarian society who has
deprived its people of information for a period of 37
years, the people of.Cuba, like the people of the
former Soviet Union and other Eastern European
countries hunger for information. They want
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information.

And the only source of objective; balanced,
and comprehensive information that they have is Radio
and Televisiqn_Marti.

So you ask me, are they willing to get up at 3
O’clock in the morning? Aand my answer 1is
categorically, yes, they get up at 3 O’clock in the
morning and so would you and so would I.

INTERVIEWER: Sit there with their television
set?

MR. BONACHEA: They will --

INTERVIEWER: -- watching the snow, waiting
for the signal to be jammed?

MR. BONACHEA: (Inaudible) that we interview
them consistently and, even three vears after the
initiation of the project of TV Marti, they still try
Lo tune in to the image of Television Marti.

Mind you that the people of Cuba have never
seen on television the landing of the Americans on the
Moon. The Cuba people have never been allowed to see
on television the collapse of the former Soviet Union,
of the former Eastern European communist countries, the
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massacre in Tienanmen Square.

Castro knows that the moment that we are able
to break through that jamming, the people of Cuba will
be able to see what Radio Marti tells them through
radio that has happened in the world.

And that is why I am saying that someday the
people of Cuba will tell the people of the United
States, "Thank you for the support that Yyou gave us,
because it was through that effort that we kept our
hope, our beacon of hope that someaay Cuba was going to
be free and democratic and that, first and foremost,
the American people, like they always have been,
generous as they are, have been supportive of a project
that is the only beacon of hope that the people of Cuba

have."

INTERVIEWER: What is the most.recent surveys
that you have?
A PARTICIPANT: (Inaudible) we don’'t need that
(inaudible) .
A PARTICIPANT: We don’t need that on tape.
INTERVIEWER: Right. I just want tolask, is
there anything that we need -- we should ask you, do
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You believe, that we haven‘’t asked You or, Joe, ig
there anything that You think that we need to bring out
Or anything you would like to say?

MR{ BONACHEA : (Inaudible), anything?

A PARTICIPANT: Your call.

A PARTICIPANT: I think you Covered the
waterfront pretty well.

A PARTICIPANT: I think he covered it pPretty

well.

MR. BONACHEA: I think we covered it pretty
good.

A PARTICIDPANT: I think that’sg it.

A PARTICIPANT: Okay. I'm fine.

(Simultaneous conversation.)

A PARTICIPANT: Just two shots.

(Simultaneous conversation.)

A PARTICIPANT: You talking, Steve, Dr.
Bonachea listening. T want a push and a pull
(inaudible) .

(Simultaneous conversation.)

(The interview was concluded.)

* ok ok ok %

Diversified Reporting Services, Inc.
1025 VERMONT AVENUE. N.W. SUITE 1250
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005
(202) 296-2929




