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August 5, 1994
The Honorable Janet Renod
Attorney Genaral of the United States
' pepartment of Justice
Constitution Avenue and Tenth Btreet, N.W,
washington, D.C. 20530
Dear Attorney General Reno:
I am deeply concexned about reports 1 have received as to A
poseible changes io policy by the Immi atien and Naturalization
Service regarding the processing of n rafters.

These reports indicate that £ive groupa of rafters that
arrived in Xay West yesterday . were given "deferred inepaction*
status pn their I-94 eards. In the past, Cuban raftars have bsen A
admittedl to tha United States and granted *humanitarian parole"
status. : =

ihaau:ancea were given by your departmant in the past that . 4
this .policy would not changs. Yesterday’'s INS action saems tOo )
contradict thoee aBpsurances. o S '

The plight of Cuban rafters, a@ you know, ip a very
gensitive issue in South Florida. I hereby urgently request
official clarification on this crictical iseue.

" rhank you for your kind attention.

Lincoin Diag-Balaxt

SANHT B RECVRLIS Fall
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October 10, 1994

The Honorable William J. Clinton '
President of the United States of America
Executive Office of the President

The White House '

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue

Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

Since our meeting of August 19th, when our Cuban brothers and
sisters faced certain death at sea, pawns of Fidel Castro’s attempt to
transform into an immigration problem for your government what was the
boldest political crisis his regime has faced in thirty-five years of
dictatorship, thirty thousand of our compatriots remain today in
detention, their fate uncertain and their tragedy far from over,

Nearly sixty days hence, the images of twenty-~thousand Cubans
protesting through the streets of Havana on August 5th demanding
"libertad", and of the subsequent mass exodus of humanity which opened
the eyes of the world to the sad reality in Cuba, have been replaced
today with those of innocent children, women and men in indefinite
limbo. These are Castro’s victims who, like all Cubans, placed their
faith in America as the bastion of democracy that would welcome them
and that every Cuban yearns for each day in the absence of liberty.

With faith in your commitment to a firm stance against Castro’s
tyranny, and with a sense of gratitude for your firm policy toward the
restoration of democracy to Cuba, Mr. President, I must bring to your
attention the plight of our brothers and sisters, children and adults,
men and women, who have been languishing under very precarious
conditions in detention centers in Guantanamo and Panama. Despite the
best efforts of your government to care for our Cuban compatriots in a
humane manner, the current living conditions in Guantanamo have reached
crisis proportions, warranting resolute and pragmatic measures.

In this spirit of finding an immediate solution to this crisis
situation, Mr. President, we have met with Governor Pedro Rossello of
Puerto Rico who has accepted to receive all children currently detained
in Guantanamo to arrive in Puerto Rico where they will be privately
sponscred by the Cuban American National Foundation. We hope that your
Administration will accept this proposal by Governor Rossello who has
always shared the plight of our people and has demonstrated great
courage and solidarity with the cause of democracy in our hemisphere.

Our Cuban compatriots in these detention centers, Mr. President,
are enduring terrible hardships. They suffer today nearly sub-human
standards and the terrible indignities that generations of Cuban

MUAME P.O. BOX 440069 / MIAM|, FLORIDA 33144 / TEL: (305} 592-7768./ FAX: {305} 592-7889
WASHINGTON: 1000 THOMAS JEFFERSON STREET N.W.. SUTE 505 / WASHINGTON D.C. 20007 / TEL : [202) 245-2822
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President William J. Clinton
Page 2

Americans before them tought hard to assure no Cuban would again
witness in the struggle for our nation’s freedom. Today, over three
thousand children, many orphaned after losing their parents at sea,
others wrought with disease, and yet others born into detention, linger
alongsidc clderly and acriously ill recfugees rcoquiring immediate
special medical attention. Amid fthe solemn wail of young Lizbet
Martinez’s rendition of Lhe ‘SLar Spangled Banner’ on an old violin she
brought from Cuba, they remain there, with no running water, inadaequate

sanitary and healthy facilities, guilty only of their passion fror
democracy.

This is not how the story of the heroic Cuban rafters should end,
Mr. Preeident. These arc the brave Cubans, of all agec and from all
walks of lite, the future of our nation, cast to sea, risking their
lives in anything that floats with only the hope of reaching the
liberty and dignity they were denied in their captive homeland. Their
faces of despair tell the stories of their odyssey =-- of mothers
hugging their drowning children, fathers watching the slow death of:
theair young families, and of brothers and sisters separated at sea
slrugyling for survival. This is the human cost of Castro’s leygaly.

1l appeal to you Mr. President on their behalt. The last chapter
- of this terrible tragedy remains unfulfilled, and we must secure a
final victory in this battle of Guantanamo which, we pray, will prove
historic in what we must not lose sight of as our ultimate goal, and
what you have donc to uphold as an important foreign policy objecctive:
Cuba’s freedom.  We hope and trust that your Administration and the
exile community, working togelher, can achieve a just and permanent
solution to the crisis of the Cuban refugees, consistent with your
‘Administration’s policy of promoting human rights and dignity for
mankind, and in the best interests of the refugees, the people of the
lnited States, and the cause of a democratic Cuba.

I look forward to asccing you again and send you my very best
- wishes and warmest personal regards.

—
T~

LaT=~

XK



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

September 22, 1994

Mr. Amancio Suarez
Chairman, Managing Partner
VivAmerica Media Group
2960 Coral Way

Miami, FL 33145 -

. Dear Amancio:

Thank you for your offer to help us with our relief efforts in

Guantanamo Bay. I appreciate your support of thc President

and the Administration.

Attached is a list of priority items needed in Guantanamo to
improve the quality of life for Cuban refugees. Call me or
~ Suzanna Valdez at (202) 456-2930 if we can be of any

assistance.

you.
Sincerelyy
[

Jo¢ uez

Députy Assistant to the President and
"lSeputy Director of Political Affairs

Enclosure

c: Mort Halperin
Suzanna Valdez

Again, thanks for your help. I look forward to working with



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

September 22, 1994

Mr. Ray Rodriguez
President

Chief Operating Officer
Univision Network
9405 N.W. 41 Street
Miami, FL 33178

Dear Ray:

Thank you for your offer to help us with our relief efforts in
Guantanamo Bay. I appreciate your support of the President
and the Administration.

I would like to take you up on your offer to install the
necessary equipment in Guantanamo to allow for the
transmission of television signals. Suzanna Valdez or I will
get in touch with you soon to discuss the logistics.

Again, thanks for your help I look forwa:d to working with
you. :

Sincerely

Jo¢ Velasquez f"z
_Deputy Assistant to the President and
Deputy Director of Political Affairs

Mort Haloperin
V/Suzanna Valdez
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Javier D. Souto

Metropolitan Dade County Commissioner

District 10
111 N.W. First Street
Miami, Florida 33128

Date : 09//0//7{’,%
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Number of pages, [ncluding this page Ca
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JAVIER SOUTO

COUNTY COMMISSIONER
District 10

August 31, 1994

The Honorable Bill Clinton
Pregident
United States of America
The White House

. Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

Over the years the White House has had an annual tradition of
inviting members of the Cuban exile community to celebrate the
Independence Day of the Republic of Cuba on the 20th of May.

Mr. president, at this moment of great anguish for the Cubans in
exile, who have suffered for 35 years the pain of separation from
their families, loved ones and homeland, T respectfully request
that you receive a delegation representing a cross-section of the
Cuban exile community to discuss the recent events in Cuba and your
policy towards Castro. You may consider this meeting in lieu of
the annual reception on the 20th of May, as nothing is more
important in terms of Cuban independence to the more than one and
a half million Cubans in exile and their ¢hildren, than the current
crisis in Cuba and the policy determinatioms that your

Administration will make in the coming days.

I urge you, Mr. President, to be very attentive to the petitions of
the Cubans in exile, in this our hour of need, gsince we believe
that the concerns of the majority of the Cuban people in exile have
not been well understood. :

we would like to explain to you our concerns and meet with you as
soon as possible.

Respectfully,

Javier Souto
County Commissioner

METRO-DADE CENTER » 111 NW 1ST STREET * MIAMI, FL 39128-1963 (305) 375-4836




An U}gent

.y

Dear President and Mrs. Clinton:

Twelve-year-old Lizbet Martinez, one of several hundred children now
in detention at Guantanamo, plays the violin. After Lizbet was plucked
from a raft in the Florida straits by a U.S. Coast Guard cutter, she
startled the sailors by pulling a violin from a bag she was clutching
and playing the Star Spangled Banner. Pleass free Lizbet and the other
Cuban children now being held behind barbed wire at Guantaname.

Signatura

Name

Address

OF HUMAN RIGHTS, 1319 18th Street, NW, Washington, DC 20036

19 cents

Piesident and Mrs. Clinton
The White House
Washington, DC 20500
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OFFICE OF THE MAYOQOR
CITY OF CHICAGO y

RICHARD M. DALRY : 3 o
e October 13, 1954 |0 —
| f[evis -
i
|
- The Honorable William J. Clinton < UJ
President of the United States _ ; /1& \((/k
The White House p
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW. : ' -
Washington, D.C. 20500 ?\\ y
Dear Mr. President:

I would like to introduce to you a group of distinguished Cubans, Cuban-Americans, and
Latin Americans. Under the name of the Cuban Solidarity Committee of Chicago, they will be
travelling to Washington, D.C.,-on Saturday, October 15, as a part of 2 larger group from around the
country concerned about current American policy towards Cuba and those who have recently left
Cuba. '

I know that there is a great debate regarding the appropriate policy regarding Cuba and how
the United States should handle those who have left. I bope that you or a high official fom your
Administration will have the opportunity to personally hear the views of this Chicago group while
they are in Washington on October 15.

Sincerely,
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CAREFLORIDA HEALTH SYSTEMS, INC.
7950 NORTHWEST 53RD STREET
3RD FLOOR
MIAMI,. FLORIDA 33166
TELEPHONE: (305) 591-3311, 2947
FACSIMILE: (305) 470-2936

FACSIMILE

DATE: 9/12/94 TIME: 4:38 PM
PLEASE DELIVER THEE FOLLOWING MESSAGE TO:

NAME : Ms. Susana Valdez

COMPANY: The White House

RECIPIFNT'S FACSTMTT.E NUMRER: (202) 456-6218
TOTAL NUMBER OF PACES INCLUDING THIS FPAGR: 2

THIS FACSIMILE IS FROM:

NAME ; Paul Cejas
MESSAGE!:
FOR YOUR INFORMATION
= e o ——————————— e e |

YOU HAVE ANY DIFFICULTY IN THE RECEIPT OF THIS TRANSMISSION,
PLEASE CALL 591-3311 EXT.2947

THIS FACSIMILE CONTAINS PRIVILEGED AND CORFIDENTIAL INFORMATION INTENDED CNLY FOR THE USE ©F THE INDIVIDUAL OR
ENTITY NAMED ABOVE. IF THE READER OF THIS FACSIMILE IS5 NOT THE INTENDED RECIPIENT OR THE EMPFLOYEE OR AGENT
RESPONSIBLE FOR DELIVERING IT TO THR INTENCED RECIPIENT. YOU ARE HERERY WOTIFIED THAT ANY DISSEMINATION QR
COPYING OF THIZ TACSIMILE I8 SIRICTLY PROMIBITED. IF YQU HAVE RECBIVED THIS FACSIMILE IN ERROR, PLEASE
IMMEDLIATELY NOTLFY US BY TELEFIIONE AND RETURN THE ORIGINAL FACSIMILE TO US AT THE ABQVE ADDRE3SS VIA TIE U.S.
POSTAL SERVICE. THANK YOU.
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' L Y30 Northwest S3rd Avenue, Mice, Flonda 33166 (305)591-3311

Yia Telefax No. (305) 530-7978

September 12, 1994

Honorable Dan Cadman

District Director

Immigration & Naturalization Service
7880 Biscayne Bivd

Miami, Florida 33138

Dear Mr. Cadman:

Please aceept this letter as formal notice of my resignation from the Immigration Ad-Hoc Committee on
issueg related to the Cuban crisis. As I stated at the committee’s first meeting, my commitment to the
group’s efforts could only be on a short term basis because of qurrent personal and professional igsues that
required immediate and constant attention. Unfortunately, it is these same demands that are forcing me to
resign from the comrmittee teday.

In my departure, let me express that it hag been a true honor t0 have been included in this distinguished
group of individuals whose work and dedication are beyond the call of duty. Moreover, I take sincere
pride in the committee’s significant achievements over such a short span of time,

In closing, I to thank the other members of the committee, Mr. Battle, Mr. Risso, the staff at the
Krome Dete Center, and especially you Mr. Cadman for all of your support and cooperation.

ce! Honorable Ms. Janet Reno
M. Tem Battle
M. Josefina Carbonell
Ms. Maria R Dominguez
Mr. Jose “Pepe” Hermandez
Mr. Jorge Mas-Canosa
M. Cesar Odio
Mt Victor Rissn
Mt Ary Rivera
Mr, Rohertn Rodrignez-Aragon
Ms. Virginia Sanchez
Mr Mignel Angel Tudela

bet Ms. Sugana Valdez .
Mr. Joe Velasquez
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September 1, 1994

The Honorable President William J. Clinton
The White House

Washington, D.C. 20201

Tax # 1-202-456-6218

Dear President Clinton!

As Governor Chiles' Hispanic appointec tn the Advisory Council of the
Florida Uepartment of Elder Affairs, and as Llie Chalrperson of the
largest Cuban American Yealth and Human Services organization in the
State of Florida -- Littie Havana Activities and Nutrition Ceuters --
I respectfully request to be part of the obuservation team that will
review the conditions ot Cuban refugees and in particular the spucisl

needs of the older adults currently being held at the Guantanamo
Naval Base in Cuba.

I have included pertineat information below oand will appreciate your
consideration to my request.

Sincerely,

[ oof)

My Residence address is 740 North Mashta Drive, Key Biscayne, Florida
33149; my residence telephone number is (305)-361-7189; my office
relephone number is (305)-361-6800; my fax number 1s (305)-361-9595;  /

2 ©e

Iriondo

)
P I [ SRS |

8GIile

K1Y BISUAYNE BANK BLDG. - 87 WEST MANTYRE ST RELD « KEY BISCAYNE, L 23145 « TLLLITIONL (08) 363 66+ EAX [315) 361 4h9!
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CONSULATE
OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Bilbao, Spain
8/31/94
(fax:20244566218)
Suzanna Valdez,
The White Houase
offsce of Public Liaison

saludos amiga,

Am finally in Bilbao. All is well, Am happy to be here but sad
to have left DC.

You are doing a superb job on the Cuba issue! The Hispanic
community in Miami (primarily Cubans, of course) are
unequivocably supportive of the Administration's response. 1 was
in Miami for a wcck before coming to Spain and just came back
[rom a short weekend trip (for a deposition). The response (even
frum ultra conservative Cubans) is that the President is doing
the right Lhing, There may be osmall groups who disagree but the
majority suppurts our President. I look forward to seeing what
happens thursday after Lhe talks in NY. Local press in Bilbao
and spanish national TV/papers/radic cover the igcue constantly
so it has been good keeping up &o well. Keep it up, Maybe nmy
next assignment will be as CG tu Havanaj

Attached is a copy of a fax sent to me by our desk officer at
pOC, Mary Beth Double. It pertains to an International
Environment Trade Fair hosted by the Basque government next
March. The Basque Region has app. $133 million to invest/SPEND
in environmental projects to clean industrial waste. It would be
great to get U.S. companies, hiring U,S, workers, to bid and work
on these projects, The Trade Show is the perfect opportunity to
get our foot in the door: Mary Beth will be working to get the
news of the apportunity to U,S. companies.

Ccould you pass this info. to whomever does environmental work in
your office and in VP Gore's office? I very much want everyone
back in DC to know that money will be available and that this is
a real live opportunity to push for U.S. firm involvement and, at
the came time, advance VP Gore's int'l focus on the environment,
Is there somcone in VP Gore's office who I shnuld contact?

Please let me know when you'll be visiting., I know it will
likely be after your successful December Miami sumnmit. I pased
on your message regarding the flowers to both Isabel de Quesada
and vicki Ryan, both of whom are working on the Women's
Hemispheric Conference,

1 just received a cupy of Lhe photo taken by the Etate Department
photographer during the very nice reception hosted by the VP for
the President of Chile to which you invited me., It is with VD
Gore. I8 there someone I can send it to in Lhe VP's office to at
least get an autospen signature for the consulate here in

Bilbao? It would be a very nice momento to display.

carinogp— 3 ¥

Lari. (Regards to Rall Henze)
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V.8, AND POREIGQN COMMERCIAL SERVICE

AMERCAN CONBSULATE QBNERAL
Passo Reinu Bilsende 23
08034 Barceigne, Bpain

PAX # 34/3/208-7708
TBL # 34/37280-2227

Data/Pecha: July 28, 1984

To/A: Mary Beth Double
poin Dask Officer

PAX: (202} 4822097 |
Fom/Der Gmilio Arranz, Cammereial Bpasialist ﬁ&‘
Subject/Asunto:  Internatianal Environmenta Exnibition Prama ﬁi

Number of pages inoluding this cover sheatt 3
No. do pags. inciuids oublarta:

PRGMA, on intarnationst Enviranmantal Exhibltion, will take place in Bitbeo '
(Northarn Bpain) March 22-28 1995, The Biibap International Bxhibition Centen Is
the key organizer of the exhibition {funded by the B4aque Qovernmennl. In 1093 it

BUTACted 457 wxnibhorm, inaiuding Prench, italisn, British, Gorman, Japanese,
Dutoh shd Seiplan oompanise., .

Wo afisve that PROMA is an exgeliant shew for U.B. exhititars:
1) Thay will mest key Basque Regional Goverament offioials whe wil have
~ influense in future major poliution cantral projecta. _
2) The industriel Basque Region is highly poliuted and thers are many
potentiat projects for U.8. snvicsamenta! firma. The Basaus Jovernment
plons to invamt 12,188 million Ptes (USD 183 million! to clean industriai

3) This show will provide USPCS 8pain leverage with Basque Government
Officisls in upcaming venders,

For thase ressons, we wint to have 8 U.8. pavillion in this show.

03
- 34 4 4761240:8 2
o
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We are searching for 8 private U,S. trade falr ragrulting firm for PROMA'88. This
firm should heve experience In mounting U.8. pavlilliens In International Trade Fairs

and have contacts In the environmental Industry.

~ Tnis privats L.8. firm will deliver 8 complete U.S. paviilion ready for the ohow
Thay will be responaible for the reorulting of the participsting U.8. companies, end
will conatruct and design tha stand, buy ths space fram tha falr arganizers and,

finally, gollvor tho paviliian raady tha dey befors the beginning of the exhibitien,

March 21. Wa are taiking about 8 turn key opperation.

What the USFCS will ¢o in retumn (s the promotion of the U.8. paviliion In 8pein,

;r:: Ml'}"l rlclptlon with key people during the show snd use the USFCS logo in

pavilion,

We naed your help to find these U.8, trsde exhibition rncfultlng companies. We sre
looking for firms wha ara Intarazted (n the show, and gommited to daiivaring &
oomplste U. 8. pavillion, Could you please provide us with s list of up to five U 8.
trade fair recrulting companies, snd specialized In the environmental sector.

I will be sending you furthar datalls on PROMA'88 show by mall,

Thenk you for your sssistance in this!
Regards

Emilio Arrans

Cammaerclal Spaciaiist
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September 12, 1994

The Honorable Janet Re 1o
United States Artorney (3eneral
Washington, D.C.

Honorable Attorney Get eral.

On this day, the undersijned individuals which reflect the culturally diverse multi-ethnic
eommunity of Dade Cox nty came together to express their grave concern and sympathy 1o the
plight of both Haitian ani Cuban refligees currently housad in tent cities at the U.§. Naval Basc at
Guantanamo Bay, Cuba und other safe Favens. We al] rapresent the hundreds of communlty, civig
and professional not-for profit organizations concerned on’s humanitarian leve! abous the
weil-being of the thouea 1ds of women, children and men pregently at CGuantanamo, and who are
committed to voluntarily partlclpase tn relief efforts to improve the circumstances of these
refugees. It is common cnowledge that living condltions at Guamaname and other safs havens
are bacoming substanda:d and warsaning and that these conditions are negatively impacting all
refugees; capecially chil ren in their formatlve (davelopmental) years who ara mast likely to suffer
from irreparable effects if their detention is prolonged,

Accordingly, we the uncersigned strongly urge you to consider the following initiatives which we
believe oould dramatical y improve the circumstances of both Haltan and Cuban refugees at
Guantanamo and other safe havens:

That the Admis istration, on a humanitarian basis, immediately release sll Haitian
and Caban worien and children currently detained at Guantanamo or at
other safe haveiis to be ra-unified with their families in the United States,

That the Admi istration establigh a family re-unification aad resettlement program
with special em >hasis on hringing women and childven back together with their
familics as soon as possible,

That the Admir Istration permit that a coordinated public-private humaaitarian
rellel program be (nitiated on an emergency basis to alleviate the liviag conditions
of both Haltian and Cuban refugees at Guantanamo and other Iafe navens.

That the Admiuistration consiger fending a spaéial envoy to visit the tent cithes at
Guautanamo a:1d other safe havens to survey the living conditions and thereby
convey to the rifugees the sensd that the United States government, at its highest
level, is concerned with their well-being.

Finally, we pisa with yoi1 to permit a small representative group of community leaders 1o mwet
with you to further discise these critical matters. Your personal consideration of this matter will
be greatly sppreciated Warment personal regards, .
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October 10, 1994

The Honorable President
William J. Clinton

The White House

Washington, D.C. 20520-7512

Deer Mr. President :

As Cuban American mothers and women we are extremely concerned with the piight and situation
of our fellow Cuban refugees who are being heid at the Detention Centers. These human beings

madoadeaperatoandcoumgeousaﬂunpltoreachowshores--onlytofhdmemselves
 Interdicted at see and indefinitely denled their fong sought dream of liberty.

We belleve this policy ls Mlegal, and immoral. Unfortunately, we know too well that poticy more
often than not is set by politics, But, we will leave the legality of the Issue, as well as its moral
ramifications and implications to the numerous political leaders, scholars, attomeys, journalists,
theologians and no doubt other individuails and organizations who are better prepared than us to
present the facts In an objectlve, orderly and well-documented manner.

We wlll appeal to your hearl. As mothers and women, we impiore that you reverse this unfortunate
and Il-advised policy towards our oppressed people. They have suffered enough already under
the cruelest and longest Communist tyranny that unfortunately many other governments have
condoned and helped stay In power for so many years agalnst fts poople's free will.

The solution cannot be to entice our peopie 10 return to Cuba, in hope of being granted a visa,
because for many this option is Impossible. | am sure you have been informed of Amnesty
Internstional's recent press release dated September 28, 1994 which states, "that a substantial
proportion of the Cubans currentiy held at Guamanamo could be at risk of human rights violations
If required to go home®. It further states that In the past the Cuban authorities have sald that no
action will be taken against those who chooss to return to Cuba, but In turn "have frequentty
been imprisoned for several months, or even years, and becoms marginalized from Cuban soclety
because their action was conslidered to be an “act of betrayal’. Amnesty further believes that if
these people are returned they “will be victimized®. This belief Is shared by many other human
rights organizations and groups. :

Mr. President, we ask from the depths of our hearts to have mercy on these paople ... Especially

~ the children, the women, the elderly and the special cases who are the most vuinerable at this
time. :

You have a daughter, Mr President. There are many daughters, many Chelseas there, Iiany are
unaccompanied minors whose famliles are here In the United States. We know of a particular case.
The case of Maribel Enriquez. She had come from Cuba to vislt her parents in Miami thig summer,
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al which time some nelghbors boarded a raft In Cuba with her two children: Yenia, age fourtesn
and Tony, age twelve. These two children are now alone In Guantanamo. Thelr mother is: here,

beside herself. Do not contribute to prolong the physical, mental and splitual genocide of these
men, women and children. . -

The majority of us came to this country as children foo, uprooted from our homeland. We were
blessed. We had the generoshy of this country - - the most generous In the world. In most
cases, we had families from which to gather iove, guidance and strength during the most difficult
times. Yes, we have grown. The numbers speak for themselves, and so do our accomplishments.
The Cuban American community has been hard-working and productive, and has made numerous
and meaningtul contributions to the cities and communities In which they have lived and prospered.
We have been generous too. We have extended a heiping hand to our own, and also to many
others In their time of crisis and need. Wo are very grateful to this great country that has given
us 80 much. However, even after so many years away from our homeland, we have net forgotten
It and we have not forgotten our people. We are deeply hurt and confused at this tme.

it is incomprehensible to be here todey witnessing a totaf reversal in U.S, policy which violates the
fundamental principles this country stands for; Infringes on the rights of refugees; and breaks the
mold of basic humen rights and human dignity which you have so vigorously defended.

. Bring the wall down, Mr. President. Punish Castro and not his victims. Our people are political
refugees. We ask you flrst to free our children, women, elderly and special cases now, and then
we ask you to relnstate the due process for all those who are entitied to political asylum. Do not
allow Castro the satlsfection ot witnessing the suffering of those people who bravely risked thelr
lives In order to fies from his tyranny.

President Clinton, we sincerely hope that you will also heer - - as we do - - our peoples' distant
cries for freedom. These anguished volces reach our shores from behind barbed wire fences,
representing the unlfied cry of a natlon struggiing to be free.

May God guide you and bless you,

M.AR. por Cuba _ -
{Mothers & Women Agalnst Repression in Cuba)
P.O. Box 941

Key Biscayne, Fla. 33149

Lolino . Db

Syivla G. iriondo
President
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October 10, 1994

The Honorable President
Wiiiam J. Clinton

The White House :
Washington, D.C. 20520-7512

Dear Mr. President :

As Cuban American mothers and women we are extremely concerned with the plight and sftuation
of our fellow Cuban refugess wiio are being held at the Dstention Cemers. Thess human beings
made a desperste and Courageous attempt to reach our shores - - only to find themselves
intordicted at sea and Indefinktely denied thelr long sought dream of lberty.

We belleve this policy is iilegal, and immoral. Unfortunately, we know too well that policy more
often than not Is set by politics. But, we will leave the legallty of the Issue, as well as its moral

W will appeal to your heert. As mathers and women, we implore that you revarse this unfortunate

and Ni-advised policy towards our Oppressed people. They have suffered enough already under

The solution cannot be to entice our people to return to Cuba, In hope of being granted a visa,
because for many this option Is Impossible. | am sure you have been informed of Amnesty
International's recent prees release dated September 28, 1994 which states, "that a substantlal
proportion of the Cubans currently held at Guantanamo could be at rigk of human rights violations
¥ required to go home*. R further states that in the past the Cuban authorities have sald that no
action will be taken against those who choose to return o Cuba, but in tum "have frequently
been imprisoned for several months, or even years, and become marginalized from Cuban soclety
because their action was considered to be an "act of betrayal". Amnesty turther belleves that if
these people are returned they “wili be victimized". This bellef Is shared by many other human
rights organizations and groups. - '

Mr. President, we ask from the depths of our hearts to have mercy on these people .. . Especially
the children, the women, the elderly and the special cases who are the most vuinerabls at this
time. o

You him a daughter, Mr President. There are many daughters, many Chelseas there. Many are
unaccompenied minors whose famllies are here in the Unlted States. We know of a particular case.
The case of Maribel Enrlquez. She had come from Cuba to visit her parents In Mlami this summer,
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at which time some neighbors boarded a raft in Cuba with her two children: Yenia, age fourteen
and Tony, age twelve. These two children are now alone in Guantanamo. Thelr mother ig hers,

beside herselt. Do not contribute to proiong the physical, mental and spiritual genocide of these
men, women and chiidren. - -

The majority of us came to this country ae children too, uprooted from our homeland, We were
blessed. We had the generosity of this country - - the most generous in the world, In most
cases, we had familles from which to gather love, guidance and strength during the most difficult
times. Yes, we have grown. The numbers speak for themselves, and so do our accomplishments.
The Cuban American community has been hard-working and productive, and has made numerous
and meaningiul contributions to the citles and communities In which they have lived and prospered.
We have been generous too. We have extended a helping hand to our own, and aiso to many
others in thekr time of crisis and need. We are very grateful to this great country that has given
us $0 much. Howaever, even after 50 many years away from our homeland, we have not forgotten
it and we have not forgotten our people. We are deeply. hurt and confused at this time.

It Is Incomprehensible 1o be here today witneseing a total reversal in U.S. policy which violates the
fundamental principles this country stands for; Infringes on the rights of refugees; and breaks the
mold of basic human rights and human dignity which you have 8o vigorously defended.

Bring the wall down, Mr. President. Punish Casiro and not his victims. Our people are political
refugees. We ask you first to free our chiidren, women, eiderly and special cases now, and then
we ask you fo relnstate the due process for all those who are entitled to political asylum. Do not
allow Castro the satlstaction of witnessing the sutfering of those people who bravely risked thelr
lives in order to fiee from his tyranny. -

Prasident Ciinton, we sincerely hope that you wili also hear - - as we do - - our peoples' distant
cries for freedom. These angulshed volces reach our shores from behind barbed wire fencaes,
represanting the unified cry of a nation struggling to be free.

May God guide you and biess you,

M.AR. por Cuba '
(Mdthers & Women Against Repression In Cuba)
P.0. Box 941 '

Key Blscayne, Fla. 33149

dira 6. Duto

Sylvia G. Irfondo
President




| OCT;.7'94 FRI 18:07 - CARE FLORIDA .~ FAX NO. 1702036 . « e O e
. OCT @7 94 @4131PM STEEL, HECTOR & DAVIS - ' . : i e L
. . . - S T P
. rrancia S S

-Miami, Forkia 38131.2800

 Octolier 7, 1994

Nz, Plul 18 Clel - ' : _ ' ] . e

Chai gman/ . : g R AR R

cnd’lorl - . . S e —
50 8.%. sa:a se., Third Floog S . r

u ami, PL 3 Ill . : : .

. .

Dear Paul,

RN LAY
T
4
|
S
’

’ A &y

Oncw agai puuo -=u: t‘lunh fox nu:'&&d LT
tasimtanoe in lncixltut A mad inu with Mz, Hal L :
appreciate your taking & ouk of {ou: ay acha 1o’ qncsnt '

the adninimtration and us in. connnc {ion with &his vitsddly
important isasue. Truly, the edainiatrasion is :ortunil.
Qount on vour insights ana iudlm-nt.

As I mm:i.umd to you, coup of Cubm-mnma

lauyttl has com® together in an ot o:t’tc :-l&cve dnd the

- plight of the Cuban sefugwes currently in dsteati on- _
gtoup'd intencion is to help solve tha alsuabion,
A consensusl way. xu uut spicriy, I Delieva it weo 1
constsuctive £5T the sdministzasion wnd our group &o
each other's viewa and concerns; ia the Mpn that &
Lan h- faund.

The lollowlng will :opmont the group, All -u-c

ptaeutetng Cuban-American lewyérs in Bouth rlo:ida

Casar Alvares

rragk Angorms

Josd Astigezrags - - - L
‘m e ’ ' ‘3 ‘ o . -__-«._-l .
Ratae]l Penyiver . o . e
Xavier Suszex S : .o

dq:q. ﬁtznlnd-- Tozsne ' ‘

4 the gtoup fonle Shat this lnetnr is u:ctgtp we Ioull
ask that chu mesting bée hals ss promptly ss ressondd

oouible. We ago prepared to trival to Washinaton.

sotabively, “blﬂ.lﬂl{ afternoon, Octgber 13, 1994 uoulg
.Ip.uitll‘ ractical from our standpaint, (It is rl lg‘
oourse, that hesause of sch¢duling confliots not a
members nmod above will leeond )
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Mr. Paul L. Cejas
October 7, 1934
Page 2

If you will let me know whather the Wednesday afternoon
session is doable, I will notify the other members. Pleasa feel
free to call me at my home (305 669-9330) or at my office (305
877-2041) with any raesponse and details.

Paul, onca again, my personal thanks to you for your
valuable help in this important effort., Witk warm regards,

jely youtrs,

cc, Cesar L, Alvarexz, Eaq.
Frank R. Angones, Eszq.
Rafael A. Penalver., Bsg.
Xavier L. Buarse, Enq.
Jorge Hernandez Torand, Esg.

P.B. I will send the social security numbers under separate
cover. ' !

.03
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Cctober 10, 1994

The Honorable President
William J. Clinton

The White House

Washington, D.C. 20520-7512

Dear Mr. Prosident :

As Cuhan American mothers ang women we ars extremely concerned with the plight and situation
of our feliow Cuban refugees who are being held at the Detention Centers. These human beings
made a desperate and couragaous attempt to reach our shores - - only to find themselves
intendicted at sea and indetinitely denled their iong sought dream of liberty. .

Ve Belleve ihis puicy is iliegal, and fmmoral. Untortunately, we know too well that pollcy more
often than not Is set by politics. But, we will leave the legallty of the Issue, as well as its moral
ramitications and implications to the numerous political leaders, scholars, attorneys, journalists,
theologians and no doubt other Individuais and organizations who are better prepared than us to
present: the facts In an objective, orderly and well-documented manner,

We will appeal to your heart. As mothers and women, we implore that you reverse this unfortunate
and lll-advised policy towards our oppressad people. They have suffered enough already under
the ciuslest and longest Communist tyranny that unfortunately many other governments have
condcned and helped stay in power for so many years against its people's free will.

The solutlon cannot be to entice our people to return to Cuba, in hope of belng granted a visa,
because for many this option is impossibie. | am sure you have been informed of Amnesty
International's recent press release dated September 28, 1994 which states, "that a substantial
propttion of the Cubans currently held at Guantanamo could be at risk of human rights vioiatlons
it requirad to go home". It further states that in the past the Cuban authoritles have said that no
action will be taken against thoge who choose to return to Cuba, but in turn “have frequently
bean inprisoned for several months, or even years, and become marginailzed from Cuban soclety
becaise their action was considerad to be an “act of betrayal®, Amnesty further believes that if
these people are returned they “will be victimized". This belief Is shared by many other human
rights organizations and groups.

Mr. President, we ask from the depths of our hearts to have mercy on these people . .. Especlally
the children, the women, the elderly and the special cases who are the most vuinerable at this
tims,

You have a daughter, Mr President. There are many daughters, many Chelseas there. Many are
unaccompanied minors whose families are here in the United States. We know of a particular case.
The case of Maribel Enrlquez. She hacl come from Cuba to visit her parents In Miami this summer,
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at which time some neighbors boarded a raft In Cuba with her two children: Yenla, age fourteen
and Tony, age twelve. Thege two chlidren are now alone in Guantanamo. Their mother is here,
besida herseif. Do not contribute o prolong the physical, mental and spiritual genocide of these
men, women and children.

Tha majority of us came to this country ag children too, uprooted from our homeland. We were
blessed. We had the generosty of this country - - the most generous In the world. In most
Cases, we had families from which to gather love, guidance and strength during the most difficuit

us 30 much. However, even after o many years away from our homeland, we have not forgotten
it and we have not forgotten our people. We are deeply hurt and confused at this time,

It is incomprehensible to be here loday witnessing a total reversal In 1).S, policy which violates the
fundamentel principles this country stands for; infringes on the rights of rafugees; and breaks the
mokd of basic human rights and human dignity which you have so vigorously defended.

Bring the wall down, Mr. President. Punish Castro and not his victims. Our people are political
refugees. We ask you first to free our children, women, elderly and special cases now, and then
we &sk you to relnstate the due process for all thooe whe are entilled to political asylum. Do not
aliov/ Castro the satisfection of witnessing the suffering of those people who bravely risked thelr
lives in order to fiee trom his tyrenny.,

President Clinton, we sincerely hope that you will also hear - - &8 we do - - our peoples’ distant
cries for freedom. These angulshed voices reach our shores from behind barbed wire fences,
representing the unified cry of a nation struggling to be free.

May God guide you ang bless you,

M.AF. por Cuba

(Mothers & Women Against Repression in Cuba)
P.O. Box 941
Key Eiiscayne, Fla. 33149

95%12/:_0_ A7 Liindy

Sylvia Gi. Irlondo
President
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October 10, 1994

The tionorable President
Wiillam J. Clinton

The White House

Washington, D.C. 20520-7512

Dear Mr. President :

As Cuban American mothers and women we are extremaly concerned with the plight and situation
of our feliow Cuban refugees wito are being held at the Detentlon Centers. These human beings
mads a desperate and courageous attempt to reaci: our shores - - only to find themsslves
interdicted at sea and indetinitely clenled their long sought dream of liberty.

We Lielleve this policy Is ilegal, and Immoral. Unfortunately, we know too wel; that policy more
cften than not Is set by politics. But, we will leave the legallty of the Issue, as well as its moral
ramiications and implications to the numerous peiltical leaders, scholars, aftorricys, journalists,
theologians and no doubt other individuais and organizations who are better prepared than us to
present the facts in an objective, orderly and weil-documented manner.

We will appeal to your heart. As mothers and women, we implore that you reverse this unfortunate
and lil-advised policy towards our Cppressed people. They have suffered enough aiready under
the cruelest and longast Communist tyranny that unfortunately many other governments have
condoned and helped stay In power for so many years against its people's free will.

The sofution cannot be to entice our psopie to return to Cuba, in hope of being granted a visa,
bacause for many this option Is impossible. | am sure you have been informed oi Amnesty
International's recent press release dated September 28, 1994 which states, "that a substantlal
preportion of the Cubans currently held at Guantanamo could be at risk of human rights violations
it required to go home". It further states that In the past the Cuban authorltles have Said that no
action will be taken against those who choose to return to Cuba, but In turn “have frequerdly
been imprisoned for several monthis, or even years, and become marginalized from Cuban society
because their actlon was considersd o be an "act of betrayal. Amnesty further believes that it
these people are returned they "will be victimized". This bellet Is. shared by many other human
rights organizations and groups.

Mr. President, we ask from the depths of our hearts to have mercy on these pevpie .. Especiaily
the children, the women, the elderly and the special cases who are the most vultierable at this
time,

You hava a daughter, Mr President. There afé many daughters, many Chelseas there. Many are
unaci:empanied minors whose families are here in the United States. We know of a particu‘ar case.
he case of Marlbel Enrlquez. She had come from Cuba to visit her parents in Miami this summer,
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at which time some neighbors boarded a raft in Cuba with her two children: Yenia, age fourteen
and Tony, age twelve. These two childrsn are now alone in Guantanamo. Thelr mether Jg here,
beside herself. Do not contribute to prolong the physical, m:antal and spiritual genocids of these
men, women and children,

The majority of us came to this country as chiidren 100, uprooted frem our homeland. We were
blessed. We had the generosity of this country - - the most generous in the world. In most
cades, we had families from which 1o gather fove, guldance and strength during the most ditficyft
timas. Yes, we have grown. The numbers speak for themseives, and so do sur accomplishments.
The Cuban American community has been hard-working and productive, and has made numeroqs
and meaningtu! contributions to the cities and communitieg In which they have lived and prospered.
Ve have been generous t00. We have extended a helping hend to our own, and also to many
others In their time of crigis and need. We are very grateful to this great country that has given
us &0 rauch. Howsver, sven atter so many years away from our homeland, we have not forgotten
it and we have not forgotten our people. We are desply hurt and confused at this time,

it is Incomprehensible 10 be here today witnessing a total reversal in U.S, policy which vic'ates the
fundamenta) principies this country stands for; Infringes on the rights of refugees; and breaks the
mold o basic human rights and human dignity which you have so vigorously defended.

Bring the wall down, Mr. President. Punish Castro and not his victims. Our people are political
refugees. We ask you first to free our children, women, elderly and special cases now, and then
we ask you to reinstate the dus procass for alf thoge who are entltled to political asylum. Do nat
allow Cestro the satisfaction of witnessing the suffering of those People who bravely risked their
livas In order to flee from his tyranny. '

Presidont Clinton, we sincerely hope that you will also hesr - - ag we do - - our peoples’ distant
cries tor freedom. These angulshed voices reach our shores from behind barbed wire fences,
representing the unified cry of a nation struggling to be free.

May Gied guide you and bless you,
M.AR. por Cuba

(Mothers & Women Against Repression in Cuba)
P.0. Box 941

Key Bissayne, Fia, 33149

xfg;é’m't & (Mlﬂ

Sylivia G, Iriondo
President
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v
ORGE MAS CANOSA

g —

VIA TELEFAX
October 16, 1994

The Honorable Joe Velasque:z

Deputy Assistant to the President and
Deputy Director for Political Affairs

The White House i

0ld Executive Offide Bldg.

17th Street & Pennsjylvania Ave., N.W.

washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Joe:

I have supported President Clinton’s firm policy
towards Cuba out of my own conviction that it is the
right policy to prpmote freedom and democracy for the
Cuban people, '

As long as theg President maintains this course, he
will have my support. As you can see by the enclosed
piece, published onithe same day of the President’s visit
tc Miami, I have been at the Forefront in support of the
Administration, ’

As much as I personally appreciate the distinction
of being considered to serve on the U.S5.I.A. Board of
.Governors, I must de 2cline that honor because I believe it
will hurt the Presjident as well as myself. I do not

. want, Joe, for thus appointment to be perceived as a
"reward" for the )support I have provided President
Clinton, as a matter of principle, during these hard and
difficult times in Fhe Cuban American community.

)

Please convey po the President my deepest gratitude

for having thought about me for this important positioen,

i

i Sincerely _

* oK

; Jorye Mas Canosa
l

JMC:fdr
Enclosure
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- CHARLES B. RANGEL h md* m a m\.z AU niu
V8rm Comgnezzidmay Dista, | X L1

T, 208 1ne4N
New ‘Youx un. 06 208 173215

o " Congress of Yﬁ'["&ﬁtg%ﬁg Tl ,’-__%”:

WAYN AND MEANS ) VISINICT ADMIKIRTRLTON
CHAIRMAN. SL0COMMITTEE Qn ﬁuuﬁl‘ ﬂf ntpttﬂﬂlt&(lhts a 103 WEST 1/hTh SPagET
Srivi T REVENUE MCASURES ] ) | NEW TONL, NY 10027

SUBCOMMITTLE ON OvERSIGHT ﬂlusbmgton, BDE 20315-5215 %1 $huouE: (212} §63 2000

: =] 001 WesT 1x147 STREEY

. . Nfw Yomu, NY
October 14, 1994 161 13131 l'zov‘.’.:iaa
' Q 21100 KpsT .Avluuc

NEW Yeer, NY 10029
TefRutng (212) 340 @30

FLEASE KISPIWN TA
Hon. Janet Recno ' ' wm,"“'"
U.S. Department of Justice :

Constitution Aveuue & Tenth Stroct. NW
Washington, DC 20530

Dear Attorney General Reuy;

The cnclosed letter from Bloy “Guiticrrez-Menoya  gaises a
number af issues which, if accurate. may pose seiioud threats
to “hoth ous domestic tranquility and the Piesident's foreipgn
policy wward Cuba.

Mr, Gutierrez Mcnoyn, head of Cumbio Cubano, is a rpspected
leader of th¢ Cuban American community whose 20 years in
Cuban prisons have given him a leve! ot credibility |that is
unchallenged,

Therefore, 1 am urgently rcquesting that you, along with the
Secretary of Dcicnse, hegin immediately an inve igation
into these allegations and Lo take whatever cofrective
measurcs may be necessary,

I thank yun for your attention to thiz serious matter, and ook
forward o 4 ‘repont on your findings.

-~

Since
/,y

y
CROR/ecm /

,l
CC: Hon. William Py
~“ Hon. Anthony Lake .
-~ Hom. Ron Decllums
Hon. Jack Breoks
Mr. Joe Velasquez |
Mr. Tloy Quiierrez-Menoyo
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{ami, TL
Qetober 11, 1994

(URGENT -~ VIA FAX)

Congresman
Charles Rangel

Dear Charlee:

This is to inform you of a most disturbing zitua taking place in
the Cuban American commmity regarding the U.S. Ksval Base at tinmo, gud the
handling of rthe Cuban immdigration iasue hy the govermment uf Toited St:al:es..

Members of the Cuban American NHacional Foundation ave pervasively
spoken on Mimmi's radio stations using a lenguage akin to confoptation. Temming
the situation of the detainad rafters as "explosive™, Mr. Jorgel Mis Canosz and
severs)l Foundation executives have used elliptic referencea to I'-'p_ossible and
justified percurbations that will soon happen at the Base.” re, a casserts
' of a speech recorded by Mr. Mis Canosa is being smegked inro compound and
circylated by some of the visitors from Miami. ' '

This is a moat alarming sitgation. Apparently, the Fonndation has a
multi-layered agenda destined to advance their most celfish nnd]pn].-lticall.y
opportunistic goals. A major disturbance at Gitmo is, in theix irresponsible way
of looking at events, viewed ac a3 poasible catalyst to force President Clinton

0 act in A manner that will suit the Foumdarion's larpger agmda' for seeking
ahsoslure contrel of tha island, _ . :

" Mr., Mis Conoss has in fact saild, and I quote: “Those with family mepberas -
in the United Stateas could be broaght here and reunited...{.] The deecicion could
a3lso be made to have them rumain In Guantdnamn. Let them org e the first Cuba
ciry there. Let them elect their own govermment chere, have their ogn nzwspaper thare.
Move Radio and TV Martf over thers...{.]" ' : '

' _ Por someons whose disregard of political decency s motorious (a glaring
example: The Foundation has picked up aund Qisappeared all copied of The New Bepublic's
iesyue on Cuba trom Mismi news stands), any attempt to sabatagethe White House on

Cuba should not come as a2 surprige.

- Pleug. Charles, do as much as ymu ean ro stop this anngfnl'behavtorzfrom
being allowed. I urge you to alert President Clintop sbont theae elements who are
iuciting to violaunce. .

Most Sincerely,

9600 5.W, 6th Street » Sulte #28 « Miam, Florida 33174
Telédfomss: (305) 220-06800 « 220-0405 » Fax: (305) 225-1388
- P.O. Box 558738 » Miami, Fiotida 33258
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% Cuban-American Advisory Ad Hoc Comimitiee
c/o City Manager's Offica, City of Miami
3500 Pan American Drive
Miami, Fiorida 33133

October 12, 1994 (L@/l \/Z/

The Hynorable William Jefferson Clinton
President of the United States

The Whitc House

Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear President Clinton,

The Cuban-American Advisory Ad Hoc Coramittee (Committee) was formed and
committed itsclf to the goals of improving living conditions presently in existence in U.S. -
designated safe haven countries, be a positive resource to the appointed ombudsman, the
military and Public Health Service (PHS) at Guantanamo, and make policy
recommendations concemning Cuban Refugees detained at these U.S. - designated safo
havens 10 the Regional director of the Immigration and Naturalization Service (INS),
Community Relution Services (CRS), and any other government or sucial agency thut
also undertakes a similar mission.

The Committee wus formed by representatives from sgveral commubity organizations on
September §, 1994, in response t0 mounting concerns resulting from the massive namber
of Cuban refugees who were fleeing the lsiand, and the change U.S. immigration policy
towards them. .

The Committee members cxprossod humanitarian and conununily vunverns in two major
areas: '

(a) Humanizing detention camps, and .
(1) Creating a socio-political framowork that would elicit positive 1esponges from U S.

authorities in regards to parole requosts from fhmily members (or from sponsors) of the
detainees.
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The Honorable William Jeffersan Clinton
October 12, 1994
Pago 2

The Committee’s purpose is also to harness community resources to facilitate and support
the ombudsman role snd responsibilitics, and act as liaison un his behalf in ¢oordinating

available locel assets,

Therefore, in light of the aforementioned, the Committee proposes the following
objectives,

1.

Demand immediate improvement of living conditions in all U.S. - designated safe
havens.

The contimued dcvelopmeht\ of the successful parole program: ar Krome North
Processing Center (Krutne),

The development of & similer Krome program at Grand Cuyman, expanding the
parameters by using the Exodus Program from the Cuban American National
Foundation, or the Pedro Pan Program of the 1960’s as models.

Continue to work on humanitarian cases originating from the different safe havens, as
they become known to the Committee. These would include, but not be limited to, the

release of children with their primary caretaker, the eldeily, pregnant women and the

seriously ill.

Request that the first 20,000 immigration visas, to be granted this year through the

- Joint Comruuniqué between the U.S. and Cubs, be offered first to those eligible

detninoes in U.S. designated safe lwvens. To foster the establishment of a processing
center in Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, t¢ allew Cuban nationals to apply for refugee status,
immigrant visas, or any other immigration relief at the Naval Military Base in Cuba.
To this end, & program needs to be implemented to provide froquent briefings on
political/ immigration/governmental accords.

To meet with Guarione Disz at Guantanamo, and in support of the ombudsman’s
position assess and evaluate the camp situstion, in order to assist him in coordinating,
simplifying and expediting refugee assisiance at the looal lavel.

S
-
D
[92]
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| October 13, 1904

The President @
The White House
.Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

Perhaps because Puerto Rico has endured more than its own share of

hardship over the centurief, the hearls of our people are invariably moved

by the suffering of others - especially when those in need are incapable of
- helping themselves. S

in that spirtt, it was with afr‘u\‘wnd somow that we recently leamed of the
plight of scores of Cuban hildren currently in United States custody af the
Guantanamo Bay Nava| Station in Cuba,

As of September 30, 19914, according to the Cuban American National
Foundation, appreximately 1200 of the Cuban refugees at Guantdnamo Bay
were bath younger than 12 years of age and also unaccomparied by any
parent or legal guardian. | _
’ |

3 - Under even'the best of circumstances, a refugee experiences severe
stress. But it is difficult to|imagine the emnctional burden being bome by
these boys and girls — some of them mere infants — who are subsisting in
strange surroundings, seperated from parents or guardiane whe ‘may
themselves be deceased. l ' -

| . S
We realize that you lament this tragle situation, as deeply as we do, and we
sympathize with the di!emm% it poses for the Federal Govemment.

What has prompted me to ite this urgent letter is the realization that your
feliow citizens in Puerts R} may be uniquely positioned to serve the
national interest ang the cause of human brotherhcod by helping to
alieviate the angulsh of thesp youngsters.

!

i
i
i
]
{
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The President

The White House
Octaber 13, 1994 !

|

83
PAGE

If relocated to Puerto Ricg, the aforementioned refugess would encounter a

familiar climatic, topographical, cuftural and linguistic environment, |t
would, of cotrse, not be home — bit it would surely be a setfing less
disorienting than the one they cortfront today.

Maoreover, | have no doubt that countless families in Puerto Rico —
including many who are natwes of Cuba -~ would welcome these boys and
girls with open arms. |
So it is that [ place mysef at your disposal, should you desire to explore
the feasibility of seekirly & more suitable site In which to house

unaccompanied Cuban d'Tidren presently intemed at the Guantédnamao Bay

~ Naval Station.

Looking forward 10 heanng from you if we can be of assistance in any way,

 1join Maga in extending Warmest wishes to you and Mrs. Clinton.

Pedro Rossells
Govemor of Puerto Rico




October 15, 1994

TO: Ms Lula Rodriguez
FROM: Jorge Villasana
Dear Lula:

I hope you remember me. I am Jorge Villasana, Sergio Pereira’s friend, who had;
with my fiance at the Miami Airport. Well, things arc taking the right course.
your advise and file for a fiance petition for Maria Paloma Alcubierre, my fiance,

20, and got it back approved on September 28. Thank you for your right on

1 am now in the process of trying to get the USA Consulate in Rio de Janeiro (that
handle this type of visa and not m Sao Paulo where my fiance resides with ber p

correspondence that T have wnttcn to Mr. Ed Bessel, USA Consul in Rio de Janeir
his help in expediting this case. As I mention in my letter to Mr. Bessel, I will be

to Brazil and try to solve my fiancee’s visa.

forward to meeting you in person whenever you are in Miami. Needless to

Please advise me if you can assist me. 1 thank you for all your help and %cerel* loak
me if I can ever be of help to you. .

Un abrazo,

Jorge Villasana
9781 SW 155 Avenue
Miami, Florida 33196

Phone-fax: (305) 382-9985

2o0@ ‘IRDR HLSYM 98GE LTL S0eLD 85:60 ¥8/61/0T



to: Suzanna A. Valdez
fax #:  202-456-6218
re: Roberto Suarez's request

date; November 1, 1994
Pages:  page(s) total, including this cover sheet

Mr. Roberto Suarez, Publisher of the "El Nuevo Herald", and President
Emeritus of the Miamj Herald, called and ask me to convey his gratitude to
you and all the members of our administration that made possible the
humanitarian release of the children, the elderly and the persons with medical
needs.  Mr. Franklin Diaz, the gentleman whose wife Mircya Pagan Acosta
underwent surgery at the Wolford Hall Hospital, arrived last Saturday.

Regards

Jorge

From the desk of..,

Jorge L. Bolanos
Presidert, CEQ

Nova Home Health Cormp..
5870 SW Bth, St. Suite 7
Miarni, Florida 33 144

305-261-2600
Fax: 305262 0080
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Presidential Advisory Board
office of Cuba Broadcasting

io: _;.jié&ﬂéﬂ //41-@5 S
Fax No.: X ¢3A/¥
Date: /OIZ/X; /79/ Time: _Z,;’fé:m

From: ___ Yvonne F. Soler

Telephone Number: (202) 401-2178
Facsimile Number: (202) 260-7742

(LY FOR YOUR INFORMATION ( ) PLEASE COMMENT
( ) PER YOUR REQUEST ( ) PER PHONE CONVERSATION
( ) PLEASE ACKNOWLEDGE RECEIPT ( ) PLEASE HANDLE

() PLEASE SIGN

COMMENTS : , _ _
f / ' 4 o P
A AL N\ A ./4 LSl ' L7 AR AT
y ) . Py Agﬁ!"f y
2N4L7 .1_,_./_/_..-..4.',_./_« A LA
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Total Number Of Pages gé (Including Cover Sheet)
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DRAFT

Tte Honorable William J. Clinton
President of the Unitad States

- The White House .
‘Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear President Clinton:

The President’s Advisory Board for Cuba Broadcasting met on October 13 0 discuss the future of Radlo
and TV Martl. :

The President's Advisory Board decided to forward three urgent recommendations for your consideration.
These recommendations include implemantation of Ultra High Frequency (UHF) broadceasts for TV Mart,
expansion of TV Marti broadcasts to 24 hours a day, and relocation of Radio and TV Marti to the South
Florida area.

As far as UHF broadcasts are concerned, $1.2 milllon was earmarked by the 103rd Congress to convert
TV Marti to UHF broadcasts from lts curreat Very High Frequency (VHF) broadcasts. The President’s
Advisory Board belleves UHF broadcasts would be more difficult to jam, more flexible by providing
several channels on which to broadcast, and finally, more cost-effective due wo the increased viewership
in Cuba., '

With respect to 24-hour broadcasts for TV Marti, this recommendation can be phased-in under TV
Marti’s current VHF broadcast capability by utilizing the increase in avallable broadcast time-slots on TV
Marti's channel 13. Phasing-in this recommendation would fulflll your prior pledge to broadcast TV
Marti 24-hours a day.

Finally, in order to achleve a more cost-effective and efficient operation, the President’s Advisory Board
recommends that Radio and TV Marti be relocated to the South Florida area, such as Homestead, which
so desperately nesds economic revitalization. In the tradition of Radio Free Eucope and Radio Liberty,
this relocation would make Radlo and TV Marti more effective by placing It closer to ity audience and
main sources of news and information. Relocation would aiso be more cost-etfective due to the savings
that would be incurred in travel, personnel, adminlstrative and operational costs.

The President’s Advisory Board would like to meet with you as soon a8 possible 1o discuss these
recommendations in more detail. All of the above-mentioned recommendations have been under
consideration for the past two years and we believe that in light of the current Cuban crisis your
immediate attention is needed. :

Thank you for your consideration of what we know is an important issue for you and your administration.

Sincerely,

Jorge Mas Canosa
Chairman
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octaber 14, 1994

Pr. Joseph Duffey

. Director
U.8. Information Agenay
301 Feurth Streat, S.W.
Room 800
Washington, D.C. 20547

Dear Dr. Duffey:

At thae Presidential Advisory Board (PAB) meeting of Octoker 13,
1994, Board members exhibited enormous frustrations on numerous
isgues that have been discussed at each PAB meeting for the past
two years. : : _

Furthermore, after the June meeting with you and members of your
staff, Board membars left with a sense of mutual understanding that
our recommendations had not fallen through the cracks and that we
could lock ferward to your leadership and support in beginning a
new era for Radio and TV Marti. Unfortunately, this new era has
not yet come to fruition. ' :

First and foremost, the switch to the UHF freguency continues in
limbo. As we expressed at our meating with you, we cannot continue
£o ask for congressional support for TV Marti unless we exhaust all
available technology to reach the people on the island. This
year’s appropriation for OCB included a $1.2 nillion earmark for
conversion to UHF, but we still have not received the green light
to move forward. ' :

Additienally, President Clinton and Vice President Gore have stated
and reiterated their support for 24 hour broadcasts for TV Marti on
numerous occasions. Yet, we continue to broadcast in the early
morning hours, which also significantly diminishes our potential
audience. : * :

The implementation of these two measures would constitute an all-
out effort by the Administration to assure TV Marti’s success.
Without these measures, the future of TV Marti is doubtful at hesat,
During these very critical times of crisis in Cuba, now more than
ever, we must provide all Cubans on the island the powerful images
they are being denied by their government.

The third issue raised at the meeting was the cost~benefit study
for the possible relocation of Radio Marti to the Patrick Henry
Building in Washington, D.C.. To say that the Board members were
gonfused by this study is an understatement.
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since 1992, the PAB recommended that OCA be moved to South Florida
closer to its audience in Cuba and with a unigue talent pool to
benefit programming and reduce costs., South Florida is the hub of
cyba-related news and information, and international journalists
going to and from Cuba are invariably found in Miawmi.

A cost-benefit analysis was requested to be performed by the Bureau
of Broadcasting (BOB) to evaluate three recommanded sites in South
Florida. For example, in the ocity of Homestead, Florida, the
leasing costs alone are half of those which are paid in the

washington metropolitan area.

Also, since all employees of the Martis would not chose to relcocate
to South Plorida, this would give us a unigue opportunity to reduce
personnel substantially since we agree that we should support the
Administration’s effort to streamline government without tolerating
political pressures. ' - '

" As of today, the PAB has not received any information as to the

progress of this study. The Board beliaves it ls imperativa that
the Bureau of Broadcasting conduct the cost-benefit analysis of a
possible QCB relocation immediately and before any action is taken
on relocating Radio Marti to the Patrick Henry Building.

In the past, the Board has heard from some opponents of Radio Marti
that it should not be locatad in South Florida because of “fears"
that the Cuban-American community would control the programming.
This point of view 1s extremely myopic. We cannot lose sight of
the fact that the Martis are governed by the VOA charter that
astablishes standards of objectivity, balance and
comprehensivenesas. . .

As you know, Radio and TV Marti are probably the most reviewed and
investigated operatiocn of the U.S. government. Each of these
investigations have established the high journalistic atandards of
the departments of News and Programa., Furthermore, Extarnal Review
Panels frequently review the programs and have continuously found
the compliance of the Martis with the VOA charter.

Also, the Office of Program Evaluation of the Bureau of
Broadcasting has a full-time pos=ition that monitors the broadcasts
of Radio Marti and directly reports to the Director of Program
Evaluation of BOB and to the Director of BOB himself., Each of

 these ongoing reports have also astablished, on a daily basis, the

high standards of the Martis. We emphasize the above because these
ongoing reviews, which we welcome, will guell any fears of non-
compliance, unfounded as thay may be. '
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Finally, Board members unanimously have requested that a neeting
with the rresident he arranged as soon as possible in order to
discuss the above-referencsd issuee and establish a time-table for
their implementation. I feel the Board has baen consistent in
advocating these measures, which parallel the policies outlined by
President Clinton and members of his administration.

Thank you for your attentien to thesge important matters. I leok
forward to working with you on the future success of Radio and TV
Marti. If you would like to discuss any of thesa issues further,
Please do not heeitate to contact me.

8incerely

Jorge Mas canosa
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October 14, 1994

Ms. Lula Rodriguez

Director

Office of International Visitors
United States Information Agency
Washington, D.C. 20547

Dear Ms. Rodrigquez:

L.abor Council for Latin American Advancement

I have been requested, by the President of the Cu
American Democratic Party, Mr. Luis Enrique Chinea, to plea
make sure and try to forward this letter to President Clinton.

Your cooperation in this matter will be greatly/p}

appreciated.

Sincerely,

ﬁo&%ﬁ

José "Pepe" Collado
President, LCLAA

Dade County - Florida Chapter

JPC/pmt
Enclosure
cc: Luis Enrique Chinea

7910 NW. 25 Street, Ste. 202, Miami, Florida 33122 © Telephone (305) 593-7822 @ Fax 593-2275
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CUBAN AMBRICAN DEMOCRATIC COUNCIL
6420 S.W. 129TH PL UNIT 204 MIAMI, FLORIDA 33183

October 14, 1994

wWilliam Jefferson Clinton
The President

The White House
washington D.C.

Dear Mr. President,

Someday History may refer to these trying times as the Era of
Universal Crisis. An era of most peril for all children in the
world. We hope you will always remember wys" as loyal supporters
whose prayers will alwaye be with you.

Mr. President, your commitment to the Children of this great
Nation reveals your Faith and Vision for a brighter future. We
believe your heartfelt commitment is for all Children. As such, we
claim and plead for the freedom of our Children that are trapped in
the Cuban refugee camps. We also plead for those Children in Haiti
that have been abandoned and are unable to join their families here
in the States. Give us the opportunity to provide these Children
with a brighter future. Let us all share in your Faith and Vision.

our Latin and Cuban American community and it’s leaders are
prepared to assume responsibility for these children. Religious
shelters and loving homes are waiting for them. Together we can
bring them into the light.

We anxiously await for your response and pray that we do not
lose ona more child.

Very truly yours,

Cuban American Democratic Council
S}ﬁ4odhlw,£LL&§ j%ﬂt/

Luis Enrique Chinea

President

LEC/8d

¢C: Congressman Bob Menendez

U.S. Attorney Janet Reno
Hugh Rodham



The Democrats are fighting for working The Republicans wiil take s back to slow
families—creating over 4 million jobs—working job growth— tax breaks fcr the wealthy and
for health care reform—reducing crime in our powerful—a health care plan designed by the

neighborhoods. health care lobby and special intereﬁroups.
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October 24, 1994

Ms. Suzanna Valdez
Associate Director
Office of Public Liaison
The White House

Dear Suzanna:

I received today a visit from the Associate General Consul of
Venezuela in Miami who delivered this letter to me personally.
To the best of my knowledge, this offer has not been officially
transmitted to the US government.

During our meeting, Dr. Perez Marchelli indicated that the Venezuelan
government is genuinely interested in accepting a large number
of Cubans from Guantanamo or elsewhere that fall under their current
guidelines. He has asked me to transmit this information to the
US government while he seeks additional information from the Interior
Ministry and the Foreign Ministry of Venezuela.

I am faxing you the letter that was hand-delivered to me as well
as a newspaper article recently published on this matter.

Please let me know what should happen regarding this offer.

Sincerely yours,

g

Rl
Guarione M. Dfaz /%&AA/
President 4
GMD/jla/34/12

300 S.W. 12th Avenue, Third Floor, Miami, Florida 33130-2038
Phone: (305) 642-3484 Fax: 642-7463

A Urited Way Supported Agency
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Venezuela ofrece 25.000 .
visas para cubanos

El ministro de Informacioén venezolano presentara el lunes los de-
talles de su ofrecimiento al delegado de la Casa Blanca en Guan-
tanamo. el sefior Guarioné Diaz. Durante su visita a DIARIO LAS
AMERICAS hablé ademds sobre los esfuerzos que realiza su pais
en la lucha contra la corrupcion y por la restauracion de su economia.

ooz ... Por HORACIO RUIZ PAVON. .

El ministro de de Informacidn
de Venezuela, doctor Guillermo
Alvarez Bajares, reiter6 el jue-
ves en Miami que su gobierno
esta dispuesto a conceder hasta
25.000 visas a refugiados cuba-
nos que cuenten con familiares
o patrocinadores en aquel pais
y agregd que "no tiene sentido”
el sufrimiento de los que, huyen-
do de Cuba, permanecen dete-
nidos en la base naval de Guan-

tanamo o en la Zona del Canal

dePanamd.~ - o=

Durante una visita a DIARIO
LAS AMERICAS, en donde fue
recibido por la editora de las pa-
ginas de Opinion, Helen Aguirre
de Ferré, el ministro Alvarez
afirmé que aunque la oposicion
al embargo comercial de Esta-
dos Unidos a Cuba o a cualquier
otro pais es una politica invaria-

(Pasa a la Pag. 13-A Col3)

El ministro director de la Oficina de Informacion
de Venezuela, doctor Guillermo Alvarez Bajares,
aparece a la izquierda de la editora de las pdginas
de Opinién de DIARIO LLAS AMERICAS, Helen
Aguirre de Ferré, durante su visita a este perio-
dico. Desde 1a izquicrda aparecen el doctor Luis

Moreno Gémez, el Cénsul General de Venezuela,
doctor Gustavo Rodriguez Amengual, el doctor Hu-
go Pérez La Salvia, Alvarez-Bajares v la sefiora
Aguirre, el doctor Arfel Remos, el doctor Enrique
Alvarado, el publicista Julio Gonzilez-Rebull y el
licenciado José Herndandez. (Foto GORT)



Ofrece Venezuela 25 mil visas para los cubanos

ble del presidente Rafael Calde-
ra, "la perspectiva de toda la co-
munidad americana es de que si
no hay una liberalizacién de par-
te del gobierno cubano, se hace
muy dificil que se le pueda ayu-
dar™

El ministro llegé a este perio-
dico acompafado de el ex mi-
nistro de Energia y Minas y ac-
tual directivos de Petréleos de
Venezuela, el doctor Hugo Pérez;
del Cénsul General de Venezuela
en Miami, el doctor Gustavo Ro-
driguez Amengual; del director
de Informacién de la cancilleria
venezolana, doctor Luis Moreno
Gomez; el director de Relaciones
Presidenciales, Enrique Alvara-
do y del secretario de Prensa del
consulado en Miami, el licencia-
do José Hernandez.

... Alvarez Bajares se reuniré el

lunes por la mafnana con el en-
lace de la Casa Blanca y los bal-
seros cubanos en Guantidnamo,
el sefior Guarioné Diaz, a quien
detallara la propuesta de su pais
para comenzar a recibir a los re-
fugiados y aliviar las tensiones
en los campamentos.

Por otra parte, la delegacién
venezolana explico que su pais
atraviesa por un momento de
grandes dificultades sociales,
politicas y econémicas, pero al

(Viene de la pag. 1-A)

mismo tiempo destacé la forta-
leza y la popularidad del presi-
dente Caldera, quien el 27 de ju-
nio suspendié varias garantias
constitucionales, individuales y
econémicas, para combatir la
corrupcién administrativa y las
operaciones financieras ilegales
que han conmocionado al sector
bancario.

"Hemos emprendido una cru-
zada de informacién. Muchas
cosas falsas sobre Venezuela se
han venido escribiendo en la
prensa", expreso el doctor Alva-
rez Bajares. '

Caldera asumié la presiden-
cia de Venezuela hace 10 me-
ses, después.de una campaifa
al frente del movimiento Con-
vergencia que derroté en las
urnas a las dos corrientes po-
liticas tradicionales; Accién
Democratica y el Partido So-
cial Cristiano COPEI, el cual
é]l mismo fundé y condujo a
la presidencia en 1968.

La crisis ecoriémica que azota
al pueblo venezolano ha tenido
repercusiones en Miami, en don-
de la influencia del capital ve-
nezolano fue muy fuerte en los
afnos 70. Recientemente el Con-
solidated Bank, constituido con
capital venezolano, fue vendido
al NationsBank, uno de los mas

grandes de Estados Unidos.

El sefior Pérez de la Salvia, al
defender las medidas adoptadas
por el presidente Caldera, decla-
ré que los anteriores gobiernos
de Jaime Lusinchi y Carlos An-
drés Pérez "se llevaron cantida-
des enormes de dinero".

Elsenor Enrique Alvarado, pa-
ra dar un ejemplo del saqueo al
que fue sometido el Tesoro de Ve-
nezuela durante las administra-
ciones anteriores sefialé que en
la sucursal del Banco Latino NB
en Curacao un gerente simple-
mente sac6 de la béveda 16 mi-
llones de délares, huyendo pos-
teriormente a Italia.

El ministro Alvarez destacé
que la suspensién de las garan-
tfas fueron tomadas dentro del
marco constitucional y que en
ningin momento han ‘atacado”
las libertades publicas, como el
derecho a la libre expresién, ni
temas relacionados a la libre
empresa como la importacién de
insumos.

Ademas sefialé que su pais ha
ido disminuyendo su dependen-
cia del petréleo, cuyos ingresos
sélo representan ahora el 45% de
los ingresos generales de la na-
cion. También el funcionario de-
fendio el derecho de Venezuela

a no aumentar el precio del com-
bustible, en contra de las reco-
mendaciones del Fondo Moneta-
rio Internacional (FMI).

El costo social de una alza del
combustible podria tener conse-
cuencias fatales en Venezuela,
en donde en 1989 se produjo una
asonada en la capital y otras ciu-
dades que dej6 centenares de
muertos y destrozos por unos 140
millones de délares. A ese inci-
dente se le recuerda como "el
Caracazo".

La delegacién venezolana de
alto nivel que visit6 DIARIO LAS
AMERICAS también expresé los
deseos de su gobierno de parti-
cipar en el fortalecimiento de los
acuerdo comerciales a nivel re-
gional durante La Cumbre de las
Américas que se realizard en di-
ciembre en Miami, destacando

~“adem4s la reciente aprobacién

de un cédigo para la inversion
extranjera que permite una libre
repatriacion de divisas.

También fue mencionada la
Ley para la Concesion de Obras
Publicas que sometera a la li-
citacién internacional proyectos
de infraestructura valorados en
3.000 millones de ddlares. "Sim-

lemente, estamos buscando

uenos socios", afirmo el minis-
tro Alvarez-Bajares.




October 10, 1994

The Honorable President
William J. Clinton

The White House

Washington, D.C. 20520-7512

Dear Mr. President :

As Cuban American mothers and women we are extremely concerned with the plight and situation
of our fellow Cuban refugees who are being held at the Detention Centers. These human beings
made a desperate and courageous attempt to reach our shores - - only to find themselves
interdicted at sea and indefinitely denied their long sought dream of liberty.

We believe this policy Is illegal, and immoral. Unfortunately, we know too well that policy more
often than not is set by politics. But, we will leave the legality of the issue, as well as its moral
ramifications and implications to the numerous political leaders, scholars, attorneys, journalists,
theologians and no doubt other individuals and organizations who are better prepared than us to
present the facts in an objective, orderly and well-documented manner.

We will appeal to your heart. As mothers and women, we implore that you reverse this unfortunate
and ill-advised policy towards our oppressed people. They have suffered enough already under
the cruelest and longest Communist tyranny that unfortunately many other governments have
condoned and helped stay in power for so many years against its people's free will.

The solution cannot be to entice our people to return to Cuba, in hope of being granted a visa,
because for many this option is impossible. | am sure you have been informed of Amnesty
International's recent press release dated September 28, 1994 which states, "that a substantial
proportion of the Cubans currently held at Guantanamo could be at risk of human rights violations
if required to go home". It further states that in the past the Cuban authorities have said that no
action will be taken against those who choose to return to Cuba, but in turn "have frequently
been imprisoned for several months, or even years, and become marginalized from Cuban society
because their action was considered to be an "act of betrayal”. Amnesty further believes that if
these people are returned they "will be victimized". This belief is shared by many other human
rights organizations and groups.

Mr. President, we ask from the depths of our hearts to have mercy on these people . .. Especially
the children, the women, the elderly and the special cases who are the most vulnerable at this
time.

You have a daughter, Mr President. There are many daughters, many Chelseas there. Many are
unaccompanied minors whose families are here in the United States. We know of a particular case.
The case of Maribel Enriquez. She had come from Cuba to visit her parents in Miami this summer,



at which time some neighbors boarded a raft in Cuba with her two children: Yenia, age fourteen
and Tony, age twelve. These two children are now alone in Guantanamo. Their mother is here,
beside herself. Do not contribute to prolong the physical, mental and spiritual genocide of these
men, women and children.

The majority of us came to this country as children too, uprooted from our homeland. We were
blessed. We had the generosity of this country - - the most generous in the world. In most
cases, we had families from which to gather love, guidance and strength during the most difficult
times. Yes, we have grown. The numbers speak for themselves, and so do our accomplishments.
The Cuban American community has been hard-working and productive, and has made numerous
and meaningful contributions to the cities and communities in which they have lived and prospered.
We have been generous too. We have extended a helping hand to our own, and also to many
others in their time of crisis and need. We are very grateful to this great country that has given
us so much. However, even after so many years away from our homeland, we have not forgotten
it and we have not forgotten our people. We are deeply hurt and confused at this time.

It is incomprehensible to be here today witnessing a total reversal in U.S. policy which violates the
fundamental principles this country stands for; infringes on the rights of refugees; and breaks the
mold of basic human rights and human dignity which you have so vigorously defended.

Bring the wall down, Mr. President. Punish Castro and not his victims. Our people are political
refugees. We ask you first to free our children, women, elderly and special cases now, and then
we ask you to reinstate the due process for all those who are entitled to political asylum. Do not
allow Castro the satisfaction of witnessing the suffering of those people who bravely risked their
lives in order to flee from his tyranny.

President Clinton, we sincerely hope that you will also hear - - as we do - - our peoples' distant
cries for freedom. These anguished voices reach our shores from behind barbed wire fences,
representing the unified cry of a nation struggling to be free.

May God guide you and bless you,

M.AR. por Cuba

(Mothers & Women Against Repression in Cuba)
P.0. Box 941
Key Biscayne, Fla. 33149

%Z/Laﬁw

Sylvia G. lriondo
President
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Cuban American National Council, Inc.
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Nctober 24, 1994

P Suzanna Valdey ™" Juarione H.Dia3
R T ~

Fhone ¥ (202) 450 + 2930 [ (305) 4 ¢ 2~ 3484

Faxd @eas 450~ (aif [ (305) bua- T4L3
M¢. Suzanra Valdez .

Associate Director " : - A
Office of Public Liajson

The White House

Dear Suzanna: i

1 received today a visit from the Associate General Consul of
Venezuela in Miami who delivered this letter to me personally.
To the best of my krowledge, this offer has not been officially
transmitted to the US government.

During our meeting, Dr, Perez Marchel)i indicated that the Venezuelan
government 4is genuinely interested in accepting a large number
of Cubans from Guantanamo cr elsewhere that fall under their current
guidelines., He has asked me to transmit this informatfon to the
US government while he seeks additiona) information from the Interior
Ministry and the Foreign Ministry of Venezuela.

I am faxing you the letter that was ‘hand-delivered to me as well
as a newspaper article recently published on this matter.

Please let me know what should happen regarding this offer.

Sincerely yours,

Guar1one.M.,Dfaz f/f
Prasident .~ "

GMD/jla/34/12

300 S.\W, 12th Avenue, Third Floor, Miami, Florida 33130-2038
Phone: (305) 642-3484  Fax: 642.-1_7463
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S e e —— e



FOIA Number:

Clinton Presidential Records
Foreign Language Marker

This is not a presidential record. This is used as an administrative
marker by the William J. Clinton Presidential Library Staff to
identify the location of a document written in a foreign language

Foreign Language Marker

Collection: Clinton Presidential Records

Subgroup: Public Liaison

Series: Suzanna Valdez

Subseries:

Document Title Gustavo Amengual to Guarione Diaz re: Resolution
Language: Spanish

Folder Title [Cuba Accordion Folder]: News Clips

OA/ID: 6448




FOIA Number:

Clinton Presidential Records
Foreign Language Marker

This is not a presidential record. This is used as an administrative
marker by the William J. Clinton Presidential Library Staff to
identify the location of a document written in a foreign language

Foreign Language Marker

Collection: Clinton Presidential Records
Subgroup: Public Liaison

Series: Suzanna Valdez

Subseries:

Document Title re: Venezuela

Language: Spanish

Folder Title [Cuba Accordion Folder]: News Clips

OA/ID: 6448




3

¥

~ .

o> -

- .

=

=~

~ s
fundado el , L o Miomowo de i Sociodac. - - :
4 de Jufio de 1953 Por ia Libertad, la Cultura y la Solidaridad Hemisférica. ‘ntoramesicana de Prenss .
*ARD XL NUMERD 93 Miaami. Aorida Sabado 22 de Ceiubre de 1994 EDICION DE 8 PAGINAS — 2 SECCIONRS 35 CENTAVOS EN NSAME i

2 I

<>

(&4

s

o

=

b .

=

b3

= Venezuela ofrece 25.000

o -

3 b

3 visas para cunangs

E EI miristio de informacion venazolone presaetard el henes los de-

- talles ce su efrecimicate al delegado de la Cosa Rlance en Guan-

v ténoms. el seffor Guarioné Déaz. Durante su uisite @ DIARIO LAS

. AMER]CAS hable ademds sahre ios esfuerros que realize su pols .

- an lu fuchu canlra da carrupcion v par la restauraciin de sk econemia. 1

(=) H

[ N R ‘

u>» A . R . - - T

Trasinao s °_Por HORACIO RUIZ PAVON. . timamio  en la Zona def Canal |

e o s : = de Papami. Bt st

4
v

SENT BY:

El ministro de de Informacidn
de Venezuela, doctor Guillermo
Aivarez Bajares, reiteré el jue-
ves en Miami gue su gobierno
estd dispuesio a co hasla
25000 visas 8 refugiades cuba-
nos gque cuenten con Eamiliares
o palrocinaderes en oquel pais
¥ agrego que “no ticne senido™
el sufrmuents de Jos que, huycn-
do de Cuba, permanecen dete-
nides en la basz naval de Guen-

Darante una visita a DIARIO
LAS AMERICAS, en donde fue
recihida por 1a editora de las p3-

inas de Dpinida, Belen Aguicre

e Ferré, €l mdnistro Alvarez
afironé que aunque Ja eposicitn
al er-bargo comercial de Esta-
des Unidos a Cube 0 a ematquier
atre zais es una politica invarie-

IPasa aln Pdg. 13-A Col3)

¥] minisisa direcior de 1a Obicma de Informacién
de Venezuela, dector Guitiermo Alvarez Bajares,
aparece a la inguierda de La edilera de Jas pifinas
de Opinidn de DIARIO LAS AMERICAS, Helen
Aguirre de Ferré, duranic su risita a esle peridé-
dica. Desde la izquicrds aparecem <t doctor Lais

Moreno Gémez, el Ciasul Gemeral de Venczutla,
docler Gustave Rodriguez Amengual, el doctor Ho-
go Pérer La Salvia, Alvarezr-Bajares y 1a sefera
Agwirre, el docior Arte! Remos, el doctor Enrigue
Alvarade, el publicisia Julio Gonzalez-Rebull y ef
licencindo José Beruimde:. (Fote GORT)
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Ofrece Venezuela 25 mil visas pasa los cubanes
(Vicne de la pig. 1-A}

ble del presidenic Rafael Calde-
ra, "la pexspociiva de foda l2 co-
munidad americans es de que si
nio hay una lieralizaclon de par-
te del gobierno cubane, se hace
muy diffcil que se le pueda ayu-
dar®

El ministro Hego 1 este perio-
dico acompanado de el ex -
nistro de Energia ¥ Mmas y ac-
tual cirectives de Petolecs de
Venemela, el doctor Bugp Pérez;
del Cdnsaul Gencral de Verezuela
en Miami, el doctor Gustave Re-
drizuez Amengual; del director
de Informacidn de la cancilleria
venezalana. dector Luis Morena
Gdmez; el directorde Relzciones
Presidenciales, Earique Alvaca-
o y del secretario de Prensadel
consulado en Miami, el licencia-

Tomes por In mafana con e en-
lace de la Casa Rlanca y los bal
seres cobanos en GuantAnamo,
el sevior Guarioné D'ax, a quien
detallara la propaesta de eu pals
comenzar a recibira los re-
ugiados ¥ aliviar las ensignes
en Jos campamenits

Por otra perte, i3 delegaeién
venezolsna explice que su pals
atraviesa por un wamenio de
grandes dificoliaces sociales,
politicas y ecandeicas, pero al

mismo liempo destace la forta-

leza v la ridad del presi-
dente Caldera, quien €] 27 de ju-

oon ¥
econdmicas, para combatir Ja
corTupeidn administrativa y las
operaciones financieras ilegales
que ham commocionade al sector
bencario.

“Hemos emprendide una e+
zada de inlormacién Muchas
coaas [alaas sobre Yemezuela se
han venido escribiendo en la
prensa”, express ¢l doctor Alva-
rez Pajares. -

Caldera asamié [2 presiden-
cia de Veremmla hace 19 me-
ses, después de une campaiia
al frente de)] movimienio Can-
vergencia que derratt ea las

- urnas & las dus cotrientes po-
litieas tredicionales, Accaidn.
‘Deniocritica y &) Partido So-

cial Cristiane COPEL, el cual
4] mismo fundé y condujo a
la presidencia es 1968

La crisia econémica que azota
al pueblio venezolana ha tenido
repescusicnes e Miami, en don-
de la imfluencia del capital ve-
nezolano fue muy fuerte en los
afes 78. Racientemerste €] Con-
solidated Bank, constiluido con
capital venezolane, fuc vendido
2} NationsRank, uno de lns més

grandes de Estados Unidos.

El seflor Péres de la Satvia, al
defender Las medidas adeptadas
por el presidente Caldera, decla-
ré las anteriares @ﬁm
de Jaime Lusinchi 5 Carles An-
drés Perez “se levaron cantida-
des enormes de dinero™.

Elseane Enrique Alvarado, pa-

re dar un ejemplo del saqueo al -

quefue ido el Tesorode Ve-
nexuela dirante las administrs-
cloncs ankeriores sefialé que en
1a sucarsal del Barce Latino NB
en Curacio un gerente simple-
mente saco de 1o boveda 16 mi-
llomes de dddares, buyendo pos-
teriormente a Dtalia

£ minisbo Alvarez destacd
tias

... marco constitucional .y que en  clembre
nmﬂ:mmhn atacadd— Adéds | _
las i as, como 6l de un efdigo para la inversion

degecho 2 la expresiin, nt
temas retacionados a la ki
mmhimwh:idmdn
insumoa

Ademis sefialé que su pats ha
ido disminuyendo su dependen-

cia del petrdieo, cryes ingresas
sélo representzn ahora €145% de
los ingresos generales de la na-
cida Tenbién el funciomario de-
ferndid ef Cerccho de Venezuela

la suspecsitn de las garan-
qmm hmnbs(hnﬁq'o'dn}-

anc anmerntar ¢l precio del com-
bustible, contra de las rece-
mendaciones del Fondo Moneta-
7o Internacional (FMI.

E1 costo social de una alza del
combustible podria tener conse-
cuencias fatales en Venenrela,

en donde en lm‘:ﬂlj‘: una
asorada en lacapital y olras cic-
dades gque deid centenares de
moertos y destrozes por waos 146
millanes de délares. A ese inc-
dente se le recucrda como “el
Caracazo”.

La celegacién venezolarna de
alto mivel que visit6 DIARIOLAS
AMERICAS también los
deseos de su gobierne de parti-
cipar enel fortalecimieria de jos
acuerdo comerviales a nivel re-
ﬂm&! darante La Cumbre de las

que s¢ realizard ea di- -
en Mimnii, destacando
& Yeriemte sprouacidn -~ - -

exlranjern que parmite una libre
repatriacién de divisas.

También fue mencionada Ia
Ley la Concesidn de Obras
icas que someterd a Ja li-
citacién internacional proyectes
de irfraestructura valorados en
9.000 millones de dbleres =Sim-
lemente, es-amos buscando
nos socias”, afirmd el minis-

o Alvares-Bajares

- —F

———— . .
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Oct. 15, 1994

The Hon. William J. Clinton
President of the United States

Dear Mr. President:

You will have some interest in this piece on the
Guantanamo situation via tomorrow morning’s Miami
Herald. My colleague and I just returned from
there.

As you will see, we came away with some strong
impressions -- some quite positive, some less so.

If you’d like to do a piece for The Herald, to run
in Spanish and English, we would welcome that. It
would be a good opportunity for you to reach
hundreds of thousands of people who care a great
deal about this topic, and do so in your own words.
or if you would simply like to talk about this at

any point, I will be available.
Thé;:>you. And best wishes.

@Eérellh

Dave Lawrence

A S R U IR LIRS 8 Y
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———— Herald Publisher David Lawrence Jr. and
El Nuevo Herald Publisher Roberto Suarez,
.s'eekingﬁrsthand impressions of the rzlugee
Situation, just returned from the U.S.

Guantanamo. Here is their report;

to give you the headlines first:

B The U.S. military is conducting
itself honorably in a tough challenge
for which it had little time to get
ready: the care of tens of thousands of
refugees. '

W The situation in Guantanamo is slowly
improving. Still, you would not want a member
of your own family to live like this, or anyone
else’s family either.

The most important headline: The
United States simply must figure out a way to
give people there hope and, finally, freedom.
Food and medical care do not furnish enough
sustenance for human beings.

Now, for the stories . . .

Complaints everywhere

DAVID
LAWRENCE JR.

PUBLISHER

ROBERTO
SUAREZ

—_—
PUBLISHER,
EL NUEVO HERALD

The complaints could be heard every-
where: We had barely left our plane when we
talked with Angel Osiris Milian, a 37-year-
old math teacher from Camaguey Province.,

ase at

UANTANAMO — Maybe we ought:'

A FLEA FUR RUPE
=== AND FREED QO M|

He was about to debart for the less~crowded
facilities in Panama. Why did he want to go?
“The water is better,” he said. Among all the

reasons he might have given, that answer was . -

surprising. Indeed, it made no sense at first.
‘But we soon learned that every drop of water
-on the base comes — warm — from above-

ground pipes via a desalination plant, (Were

the plant below ground and a leak to occur,
every bit of water might be lost before the
problem was fixed.) Another reason to head

for Panama: “I think,” Milian said, “I might °
- get to the United States more quickly.” .
Estrella Salinas Suarez, a hairdresser from

west of Havana, wanted us to know that she

* had *‘great faith” that she would be goingto -
the United States “very quickly.” At her side B

was her son, Sohosirys, 1% years old, recov-
ering from bronchitis,

We met Mrs. Suarez and her son outside
the hospital. It is portable, temporary, tented
—and, in its own way, impressive. That hos:
pital and eight camp satellite clinics are E
staffed by 200 Cuban doctors and nurses, all
rafters until a few weeks ago, aswellas U.S.
military medical personnel. For all the ail-

~ ments of Castro communism, the regime and
. many people did take pride in close-by health

PLEASE SEE GUANTANAMO, M

DAVID LAWRENCE Jr. / Hera

._!"I.ONGS TO GO TO THE U.S: Estrella Salinas
- Suarez and her 18-month-oid son, Sohosirys.
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THE PRESIDENT HAS §
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to hate Congress

Steven Thomma and Ricardo
Herald'’s Washington Bureay,

By STEVEN THOMMA

entrenched incumbent.
Aml_ RICARDO ALONSO-ZALDIVAR

ne thing is certain in next
month’s congressional elec-

Why America loves

utive in Holland, Mich., who had
Alonso-Zaldivar report from The never ' held ‘political ~office. ‘That -

made him ideal in the eyes of his *
neighbors when he challenged an .

“When 1 ran for Congress .., | Hus n
people said, ‘You’re one of us — '
trying to go to Washington and

i
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and a part,
Strategic ¢
based cons
“who has a |
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1Art aiti )
' - 127 West 24th Street, 7th ﬂaqr
: Lo New York, NY 10011
A I -tel/ 212-807-6800 -
B A N R fax! 212-807-6830 e
EOcto‘:berzl joas o N
A Lo DR L
',-P:res1dentB Chm-on o " VIA TELEFAX ]':‘i.:
ﬂ\dIIthte Iduse ‘ - 202-156-2397 K

| Qe&l Presid nt Clmton, -
' . || ) ! - ' ! .
: A sts for mocracy m Haxtx extend heartfelt admn'atxon and apprecxanon to
1 Yo j_or: yo Verx subatanual efforts to help restore democracy toHaiti. | |

h j on, th.rough yout courageous determmanon to return
P‘Jxe dent Ari hde to his country and his office, you are in the process of | |-
| cteahng a human, xmhtary and historic landmark of epic proportions of . 1
V\fmth our ounn'y should be forever proud : and grateful. ] :

;q__. .
s g

Q.

L

?.

. ! Qf-}ﬁourse', J you have saxd many times, there still remain many daunting . |
| obsflacles that need to be overcome in order for the Hsuh mission fo pmerge as

i of Hlpw best/to deal with the numerous, armed attaches still at large, coup

S e
il Tlh |gpeates of these dbstacles is the unresolved and. extremely volatile igsue

' i vhth the u lin"gncssbfthécurrentl-{aitian security forces to act effec y
1 te contam t eSattaches and related anh—democracy forces | |

: % We have e ; ery conﬁdence that you.r Admxmstrauon working closely w:th S

| Preéident nsude’s Gowemment will successfullv confront this challenge in.

S |
; J’M a‘thn ﬂ
)'onathan Demme L
" Tim Robbins  Susan Sarandon E
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ARTISTS FOR_ DEMOCRACY IN HAITI MEMBERS

el /e onrr v rRad

as of October 21,1994

: Ma'rthacoolidgef

Frands Ford Coppola

.- - Alain Corneau
. Signe Cortiere
" Jonathan Cott
-+ Miguel Courtols
: Kirsten Coyne

~ - Robert Cray

. John Cusack

B. Real - Cypress Hill
Anne-christine
D'Adesky

“ " Edwidge Danticat

Gérard Darmon

- - Danny Darst

Julie Dash

' Ossie Davis

Ruby Dee
Jonathan Demme
Ted Demme :
Claire Denis
Suzanne de Passe

~ . Laura Demn :
Jérome Dxamant-Bergen_

Mayor David Dinkins

| . Jacques Dorfman
- Bill Duke =

Griffin Dunne

. Patrick Dupond -

Charles Dutton
Bob Dylan

- Sister Carole East
- Hillard Elkins

Robert Enrico

.+ Nora Ephron

Julius Erving
Jacques Fansten

i TFelicia Farr-

Mike Farrell

o Howard F

Roberta quck

-+ Naomi Foner
.+ Milos Forman

~ Peter Gabriel

Gil Friesen i
Samuel Fuller

Costa Gavras
Richa_rd Gere
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! Bob Rafelson

Bonnie Raitt _
Arnold Raphadl .

' RobertRedford . -
P KenRegan
i Judith Réval

* Keith Rickiards

Jason Robards
Tim Robbins
Julia Roberts
Amy Robinson

~ Phil Alden Robinson -

Annie Ross
Mercedes Ruehl

Bono Vox
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Paula Wagner
FredWard = |
Dionne Warwick, |

Rob Wasserman
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Robin Williams 1 g
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Jorge L. Bolanos
5870 S.W. 8 Street, Suite 7 « Miaml, Florida 33144
Phone (305) 2620080 < Fax (305) 262-8802

Qctaober 21, 1334

Ms. Alexis Herman

The White House

1600 Fennsvlivania Avernue N.W.
Washingtaon, D.C. ZOSO00

,’
Dear Alexis: 0////

We want to thamk you very much for inviting
us to meet with ocuwr Fresident and the opportunity
to express ouwr  communitv'’s concerns  over the
Guantanam> situation directly to him.

We appreciate the candor of  our Cconversa-
tions. We alsc feel very straongly that if we
implement the multi-tier system and carefully

screen its members we will be able to develop an
effective system that will byv~pass the artificial
barriers being purposely kept by self-promating
individuals.

Our President must receive the credit he is
due.

onal regards,
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LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART
2187 DigTRiGT, FLORIDA

COMMITTEE ON
FOREIGN AFFAIRS

COMMITTEE ON
MERCHANT MARINE
AND PISHERIES

CHAIRMAN
1C TASK FORCE ON LATIN AMERICAN
AND CARIBBEAN AFFAIRS

12:97PM

HON. DIAZ-BALART

PLEASE REPLY TO:
WASHINGTON OFFICE:

O 509 Cannos Heuss OrFICE BuiDiné
WASZHINGTON, DC 206150921
202} 225-4211

DISTRICT OFFICE:

O 8525 N.W. 634D TEARACE
surre 102
Miam, PL 33188
(305) 470-855%

Congtess of the Wnited States
Bouse of Representatives
Washington, BE 20515-0921

August 5, 1994

The Honorable Janet Reno
Attorney General of the United States
Department of Justice

10th and Const
Washington, D.C.

itution Avenue, N.W.

20530

Dear Attorney General Reno:

Tt is wy understanding that criminal charges are being
considered against some of the passengers who were aboard a Cuban
ferry which left Havana harbor on August 3rd and arrived in Key

West Yesterday. The
deteriorating rapidly.

gituation for the regime in Cuba is
1 pelieve that great care must be utilized A

and all haste avoided with regard to all issues relating to those
fleeing oppression in Cuba.

The filing of criminal charges against Cubane in the act of
seeking freedom while they were still in Cuba, would constitute a

development of
Department of Justice keep me

the utmost seriousness. 1 hereby request that the
fully informed of any action

regarding this matter.,

Thank you for your consideration.

incoln Diaz-~-Balart

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER  °
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Office of m: Campus President
S00 N.B. Second Avenue
Miaml, Florids 33182-2297

B i e
B Miami-Dade
m' ;comw___#vlc)c_;um | | Gompuet Hartl
Wolfson Campus

May 5, 1994

Ms. Lula Redriguacz

USIA
301 4th Btreet, 8.W.

Room 256
Washingten, D.C. 20547

Deaxr Ms, Rodrigd‘u: Lklﬁs

I understand that Firat Lady, Hillary Rodham Clinton, may be
visicing the 8ocuth Plorida area in the very near future. In this
regard, I would like to convey to you what I feel may be a
wonderful way in which to complement her trip.

More specifiocally, it is my distinct pleasure to invite the Pirst
Lady to join us at the Wolfson Campus to present a lecture, on the
lewue of healih care reform, to a special audience of students that
would comprise student leaders from the public school system as
well as area colleges and universities; presidents and officers of
student c¢lubs and student governmant associlations will be
personally invited to attend. The venue would be the Wolfson
Campus Auditorium. I can guarantee that Mrs. Clinton will have an
audience of approximately 1000 students, who would be eager to hear
wvhat she hes to say.

You can reat assured that students who will be in attendance, will
roitouont a range of ethnic and cultural diversity unpazalleled in
this country. The scope of their viewpoiniLs and understandings, as
well as the complexities of growing up in urban America, raquires
that they be exposed to the kind of aialogue to which Mrs. Clinton
will expose them.

I truly believe this would be a very speciasl svent.

As an alumna of Miami-Dade Community College and gsomeone who knows
our community extremely well, you will no doubt agree that,
Wolfson Campus is a very special place. The Campus is located in
the heart of downtown Miami and has .established itself as the
community's meeting place for 4importaht political and social
issues. It is a safa and secure enviroument, which has hosted many
of our country's and the world'e finest authors, educators,
political journalists and government leaders. Pagt-Presidents and
Cabinet officers, including Secretary Riley have spoken here.
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SAMUEL A. PERSAUD )

MEMORANDUM
TO: PRESIDENT BILL CLINTON L/
FROM: MARIA VICTORIA ARIAS ROQ%UW

DATE: April 2, 1994

RE: IDEALL]

It would be a very good idea for you to repeat what you did last
year for the Cuban community. Have an event at the Whitehouse for
May 20, 1994.

Some of your advisers may tell you that you should have one event
for all Hispanics.

Having the Hispanic event is a good idea and there should be a
Hispanic event, however . . .

You should have the May 20, 1994, event. It is an important day

for the Cuban community.

Remember 1996 . . .
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An Evening With Castro:

36 Years an

By TIM GOLDEN
and LARRY ROHTER

d No Regrets
Al

Specialto The New York Tines

HAVANA, Dec. 12 — The Sum-
mit of the Americas had just
ended in Miami, and President
Clinton and his counterparts
from 33 other countries were
heading triumphantly home. At a
long table in the Palace of the
Revolution in Havana, the man
not invited, Fidel Castro, argued
that Cuba’s exclusion had been
their loss, not his.

*1f the summit of Miami was a
great show, it would have been a
better show if 1 had been there,”

e said, grinning through the
beard. ‘“We are the last rebels,”
he said of his Communist Gov-
ernment. *That was no meeting
for rebels.” ’

Three weeks before the Cuban
revolution is to celebrate its 36th
anniversary, Mr. Castro, 68, was
looking a little older and perhaps
feeling a little more isolated than
he was willing to let on. But if -
that worried him, he was making
an accomplished effort not to let
it show.

Yes, he acknowledged during a -
four-hour dinner conversation in
Spanish with representatives of
The New York Times, he had
real reservations about the mar-
ket-oriented reforms his Govern-

=

have taken on this subject was prob-
ably present in the cavernous dining
room, with its black marble floors
and bright green ferns.

To his right sat his good friend, the
Colombian novelist Gabriel Garcia
Mérquez, who one night at the height
of the refugee crisis had spent an
evening in Martha's Vineyard talk-
ing politics, Faulkner and Cuba with
Mr. Clinton.

Across the table at one end was

Ricardo Alarcén, Cuba's lead negoti-
ator in the talks that produced an
agreement with the Clinton Adminis-
tration to stop the exodus. At the
other was José Antonio Arbesl, the
Communist Party's chief expert on
_United States affairs and Mr. Alar-
icon's senior deputy in his talks.
' Covering their bets, Mr. Castro
and his aides also asked after the
"new Speaker of the House. Where
was it that Mr. Gingrich had gone to
college? And what about the political
future of the former Chairman of the
Joint Chiefs of Staff, Gen. Colin L.
Powell?

Nagging Worries
Over G.O.P. Gains

Mr. Castro made no effort to dis-

" guise his real -concern. He seemed’

ment has undertaken to save an | troubled by the Republicans' sweep-
economy devastated by the col- | ing victory in the Nov. 8 election, less
lapse of the Soviet bloc. It pained ! out of any affinity for Mr. Clinton
him to sign some of those con- than from a fear that the end the

us as a pretext,” he said. *“The day
that American businessmen want to
come and do business here, it would
be a great headache for us. But we
are ready to face that challenge.

“Will they corrupt us? Will we fall
sick with a terrible infection of capi-
talism? We are willing to see.

“It is absolutely false that the
blockade serves us as a political
instrument to keep the people unit-
ed."”

No Loneliness
At the Top

The Cuban leader is said not to
subscribe to the belief of his friend
Mr. Garcia Marquez, the author of
“Autumn of the - Patriarch” and
“The General in His Labyrinth,”
about the solitude of power. Mr. Cas-
tro takes pride in telling of his trav-
els around the island, his meetings
with the workers, the ‘people’s as-
semblies’’ at which he says they
decide the country’s course.

" Looking around a table of eight
people much younger than himself,
as waiters in white coats glided from
place to place with trays of simply

Lasfing Suspicions
About Free Markets

Eight years after he abolished a
first experiment in free markets for
peasant farmers, Mr. Castro was
particularly open about his reserva-
tions in allowing all Cubans who
grow vegetables, raise livestock or
make handicrafts to sell their sur-
pluses at prices set by supply and
demand. . )

“l was never a supporter of the
peasant markets we had,” he said.
Noting that the new markets are
wider in scope and more carefully
regulated, he described them as
more promising than in the first
experiment. But he was quick to add
that he saw ‘‘negative aspects” as
well, and that part of the value of the
markets was in creating a greater
appreciation among Cubans for the
subsidized goods they buy from the
state. ’

‘1 say that the agricultural mar-
kers teach more about capitalism
ari1 socialism that a thousand
sc:ools of political instruction,”” he
sad.

“he challenge of rescuing Cuba’s
ec. aomy, Mr. Castro suggested, was
ps; chological as well as ideological.

.{ he was not sanctioning the"
enrichment of his people, as the Chi- .
nese leader Deng Xiaoping has done,

prepared chicken and potatoes, he Mr. Castro said his Government was
spoke of the revolution’s being re- allowing at least some’ Cubans to

tracts for joint ventures with for-
eign companies.

But if he is not willing to turn
Cuba into a Western-style de-
mocracy, he said, he recognizes
that the world economy has
changed. '

*1 am not a great fan of capi-
talism,” he said. “But [ am a
realist.” .

To hear him tell it, Mr. Castro
was more worried about Bill

Clinton.

How is it that American voters
had shown so little mercy toward
their President last month, he
wanted to know early in the con-

. versation; the young Democrat
had seemed to have such an at-
tractive social agenda as a candi-
date. Now, so quickly, the Repub-
licans and' their traditional
antagonism toward Cuba
seemed to be back, and strong.

Mr. Castro skipped past the
fact that even as a candidate, Mr.
Clinton ardently supported a
tightening of the longstanding
embargo against Cuba. Nor did
he say much about the further
sanctions that Mr. Clinton im-
posed in angry reprisal for the
flood of more than 30,000 refu-
gees whom Mr. Castro let go
after political tensions rose here
this summer.

““The Chinese wanted Bush to

win,” he recalled. “*“The Russians
wanted Bush to win. The Mexicans
wanted Bush to win.”” Cuba’s politi-

cal isolation, Mr. Castro suggested

goes so far as to include rooting for

Mr. Clinton.

**We hope that-he will be success-

ful,”” he said.

What counsel Mr. Castro might 1t

United States embargo might have
been pushed even further into the
fature. ’

The refugees who fled Cuba in
homemade rafts over the summer
did not leave for political reasons, he
insisted once again: They were driv-
en out by the embargo and the eco-
nomic turmoil it had wrought. And
whatever pain the embargo had
inflicted on Cubans and their Gov-
ernment, he promised, it would nev-

_er force the sort of political opening
“that has been its stated goal.

“‘We are not going to negotiate the
normalization of our relations on the
basis of concessions,’’ he said. ““The
United States did not blockade South
Africa. It does not blockade Saudi
Arabia, where few rich families own
all of the wealth. The United States
does not dictate political conditions
to China. It does not dictate political
conditions to Vietnam. Why does it
have to dictate political conditions to
us?"’

Sipping a dry martini before the
meal — he usually preférs rum and
red vermouth, he said — Mr. Castro
warmly recalled an early stay in the
United States in 1948, telling of the
basement apartment he had rented
in a brownstone on West 82nd Street
in Manhattan. Later on, as a young

conspirator against the Cuban dicta-

tor Fulgencio Batista, he said, he
sneaked across the Rio Grande into
Texas to meet with a prospective
financier. - '

‘] probably still have a debt with
American justice,” he said, smiling.
> Mr. Castro did not wait to be re-
minded of the great political mile-
age he has gotten out of the embargo
over the years. .

‘‘Some people ask why they do not
t the embargo, because it serves

generated, producing able new cad-
res who deserve the responsibilities
he has increasingly given them.
They could be trusted, he added, not
to “overthrow us or put us before the
firing squad.”

What could be glimpsed at dinner
suggested that Mr. Castro’s author-
ity remains paramount, even forbid-
ding. Speaking abcut the summer
exodus, one of his ' more senior aides
regaled the table with an account cf
a television news story in which a
Cuban interviewed at sea had
staunchly defended the - “Coman-
dante’'-even as the refugee floated
toward Florida. Another aide spoke
at length of university students who
demanded to endure economic sacri-
fices that even the Government was
reluctant to impose.

When asked, senior officials al-
most invariably dismiss the notion of
ideological divisions within the Gov-
ernment over the ¢’ anges made. Yet
Mr. Castro was candid in admitting
qualms about such steps as the wide
opening to foreign investment, the
advent of a flourishing parallel econ-
omy for Cubans with access to dol-
lars, and the establishment this fall
of free markets for some farm and
factory goods.

‘1 sympathize more with.- some
and less with others,’’ he said of the
changes. ‘‘But I have supported all of
them because I think they are part of
a coherent, necessary strategy and
they have been taken by consensus.
With every one of those joint ven-

tures, they come to me for signa-

tures — and I sign.”

accumulate some wealth. It was per-
mitting farmers to hire laborers, he
said, and he hinted that it might
eventually ease restrictions and al-
low other Cubans to hire one an-
other. :

" And as if to show that he had
begun to reconcile himself to the
presence of American dollars, at one
poirt Mr. Castro asked to examine
two bills and then signed them for
his visitors.

Criticism of the Path
Taken by Others

Reflecting on the summit talks in
Miami that he had missed, Mr. Cas-
tro maintained that his fellow Latin
American leaders were seM
their assets too cheaply to private
investors in a headlong rush to re-

" structure their once heavily protect-
ed economies and gain freer trade
with the United States.

Had he gotten time on the fioor in
Miami, he said, he would have
warned of social needs left unmet, of

« economic development gone out of

| control, of a poor country being swal-

|lowed up in the big arms of the
United States.

But as he bid his guests farewell,
| Mr. Castro seemed to yearn for a bit
of that embrace.

~ Standing atop the front steps of the
vast palace, he finally asked his
American visitors to convey his best
wishes to Mr. Gingrich and the Re-
- publican leader of the Senate. Then
; he paused for a moment and remem-
' bered that the conservative Republi-
can will soon head the Senate For-
eign Relations Committee. )

“And also to Jesse Helms,” he

added. “Why not?”
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