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Tough job, good man
•w- f Clinton
I administration is 
X serious about keep-

______ DIAZ TO CUlWTAHIllllO
l-^esweffingrefa^ee

Guantanamo ‘until campS, the U.o. neeaCa a igjjgugs at 
there are ^gmiicant compassionate liaiSOn. It praise hu 
2vS 'h,6‘i,“nnkin'g neeSed Gnarione Diaz. Wr„«g
Scvcittl
U.S. ofTicials have put ---- .......................
it, then the administra- . „ Aiir vears of acouaintance with him, Mr.

namo naval base is a commendable escalating tensions betvveen
step in that direction. detainees and U.S. military authoritiestrue, the United States isn t n^sponsi- det^nees^^.
blc for the conditions otreadv caused violent confrontationsthousands of Cubans and Haitians to alreag onroerson dead - a Cuban ref-
Cuantanamo. ugeeWho toSk his own life - and sev-
and understanding tor L P eral iniured Bv taking this step. Wash-
Washington needs to dp ingtoJis showing that it is sensitive to
sible to make repeated calls, by human rights groups
bearable. That shouid and others to improve camp conditions,
their food, health services, and commu- andotne^joimp

sions, he also acted as a 
liaison between South 
Florida's Hispames 
and other segments of 
the community. Col- 

3t the council 
his “sense of 

lanncis” in every pub­
lic service mission that 
he has undertaken. In

their lood, neaiin sci vn.es, ......-nications with the outside coniorm to 
international standards on 
refugees. . .Toward that end, the 
appointment of Guarione
Diaz as the base’s first civil­
ian administrator is both 
fitting and timely. Burn in 
Cuba, Mr, Diaz is a highly 
respected South Flcndian.
As head of the Cuban 
American National Coun­
cil he accumulated l- 
years of experience dealing 
with refugee problems and
needs. . . ,

On several critical occa-

d otners, lo impiuvc vun.^

Mr
an extremely difTicult task 
in Guantanamo. As a 
Cuban .American, he can be 
expected to shovy compas­
sion toward his fellow 
Cubans. But he must — 
and we’re sure he will — 
avoid seeming to favor 
them over Haitians.

Guarione Diaz is the 
right person for this ^ob. 
chosen at just the right 
tune. We wish him the best 
of luck in his daunting new 

Diaz mission.



September 19, 1994

memorandum for SUZANNA VALDEZ 

FROM: JOE VELASQUEZ

SUBJECT: Dade Commimity Foundation

Per the attached memo:
This is a good group. We should do what we can to expedite their request and get them 

going.

Thanks.

c: Mort Halperin
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cTn&nP r.OMMUNITY FOUNDATION

memorahdum

To:

From:

Date:

Re:

Joe Velasquee ^ , i.Deputy Director to the Deputy Director of Political Affairs
The White H<

Ruth Sha 
Preside^
September
Provision of Health and Social Services 
to Refugees at Guantanamo

1994

.«.*..««.«...*«*****************♦********“**********“***** 

Guantanamo.

once needs are determined.
I would recommend Dr. Ana A. Rivas-Vazquez to lead this team of

Pedro Pan. ?®^|*'2ade^County Psychol^ical^Association

the*nSiSl entrants, she visited the refugee camps in 
Madison and Fort Chaffee, and developed numerous mental hea t
programs for the Mariel refugees.

J0.9G M. P-rez. Rachel J. Reeves • Ray nodrtguez. Perry
RuthShack,President •Suit92780-200SouthBtscayneBlvd.*Miami.FlorKla3313l
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Septe^eJ^9, 1994 

Page 2

Th. following Prole«lonjl. .1.0 would b. v.lu.ble meober. of 

thl» n..a» ......nent
Mario Jardon, ACSW executive officer of Northwest

social worker, chxet instrumental in

C8M dSrlng the Itoriel boatllft 

Daniel Castellanos, MD „,.ofessor. University of

with disaster relxef victims

Hauiuel Alzugaray, MD director of the Miami"" w orthopedic “^°„tSic.l org«>i..tlon that
Medical Team, a voluntary medical s
provide. «'"^<=*MSn?rnnn SoutS and Central 

SSI^clS :riri irnmi .Sa hfgh.m.tan.
a nurse to be selected by the team

rather Felipe Hocal Catholic churchy he^c^ejia^^^^^^
?^r£Xhf5-cSmianten5iors from Cuba in the 

early 1960s)

Sd“?^i'=»‘eSn,^Si;s sssitis:re“thr:o?ss?err%rfrrir“
Please do not hesitate to call If you have additional questions
or would like more information.



Withdrawal/Redaction Marker
Clinton Library

DOCUMENT NO. 
AND TYPE

SUBJECT/! ITLE DATE RESTRICTION

001. letter Jorge Canosa to Janet Reno re: Cuban refugees (Personal) [partial] (2 09/14/1994 b(6)
pages)

COLLECTION:
Clinton Presidential Records 
Public Liaison 
Suzanna Valdez 
OA/Box Number: 6448

FOLDER TITLE:
[Cuba Accordion Folder]: Guarione Diaz

Presidential Records Act - (44 U.S.C. 2204(a)]

2016-0920-F
iml911

RESTRICTION CODES
Freedom of Information Act - (5 U.S.C. 552(b)|

PI National Securitj' Classified Information 1(a)(1) of the PRA(
P2 Relating to the appointment to Federal office 1(a)(2) of the PRA|
P3 Release would violate a Federal statute 1(a)(3) of the PRA(
P4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential commercial or 

financial information 1(a)(4) of the PRA(
P5 Release would disclose confidential advice between the President 

and his advisors, or between such advisors (a)(5) of the PRA(
P6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of 

personal privacy 1(a)(6) of the PRA(

C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor's deed 
of gift.

PRM. Personal record misfile defined in accordance with 44 U.S.C. 
2201(3).

RR. Document will be reviewed upon request.

b(l) National security classified information ((b)(1) of the FOI.A] 
b(2) Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of 

an agency 1(b)(2) of the FOIA(
b(3) Release would violate a Federal statute 1(b)(3) of tbe FOIAl 
b(4) Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial 

information 1(b)(4) of the FOIAl 
b(6) Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of 

personal privacy 1(b)(6) of the FOIA) 
b(7) Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement 

purposes 1(b)(7) of the FOIA)
b(8) Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of 

financial institutions 1(b)(8) of the FOIA] 
b(9) Release would disclose geological or geophysical information 

concerning wells 1(b)(9) of the FOIA)



1^002

^SLn
Amm

Septeoiber 14, 1994

The Honorable Janet Reno
Attorney General of the United States
U.S. Department of Justice
Tenth Street and Constitution Ave., N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20530

Dear Attorney General Reno:
I

I wish to bring to your attention the cases of five Cuban 
refugee families in Guantanamo which merit special consideration on 
humanitarian grounds.

CASE <1; Barbara Ferrer Sanchez (35-years-old) left Cuba 
recently on a raft with her children: Alexis Garcia Ferrer (14- 
yeara~old) , Yahima Garcia Ferrer ( 15-yearg-jold)_ and Mileidis^Hartin 
Ferrer (.3. ,1/2.-, years-old; , ...... _ ____  ____ ,,(bX6)______ ______ ________ ;

(b)(6)_ heeds immediate special medical attention. Somehow, 
the cRiidren became separated from their mother during the odyssay 
to freedom. Two of them, Hileidis and Alexis, are presently in 
Guantanamo. One of the children, Yahrma, and the mother, Barbara, 
are unaccounted for.

Kileidis ie in Camp #10 under the care of a young woman of no 
relation by the name of Alina Perez Vazquez. Alexis is in the camp 
known aa "Golf". The mother of Barbara Ferrer Sanchez, Mercedes 
Sanchez Arias, and her sister, Guadalupe Duef.as, live in Miami and 
have the legal status of "Resident."

Given these trying circumstances, we wish to request that 1) 
your department conduct an investigation into this matter in an 
attempt to identify the whereabouts of the two missing family 
members: the mother, Barbara Ferrer Sanchez, and the daughter, 
Yahinva Garcia Ferrer, as they could very well be in Guantanamo; and 
2) I Lm(6) ..i 3 1/2-year-old Mileidis M^tin 
Ferrer, please consider reunification with relatives in Miami.

CASE 12; Manuel Gregorio Torres Hernandez, born; (b)(6) - : ■

presently detained in Guantanamo. He is the father of 18-year-old 
Julian Torres Perez, 16-year-old Manuel Torres Perez, and 13-year- 
old Yuleydis Torres Perez, all of, whom reside in Miami.- Mr. Tctxes

received “pfioif:;tio'escaping from' Castro's

(b)(6)



itTooa

The Honorable Janet. Reno 
Page - 2 -

CASE *3; Yameli Carbot Martinez is a 9-year-old girl detained
at Guantanamo L _(b)(6)_..... . _ ..... .j* Accompanying Yasneli at
Guantanamo are her father Filiberto J. Carbot do la Guardia, a 
doctor, her mother Maria A. Martinez Gutierrez, a dentist, and her 
17-year-old sister, Amely Carbot Martinez.

Eva M. Carbot de la Guardia, sister of Filiberto, the father, 
ie an American citizen residing in Miauni.

CASE »4: Medardo Ramon Marrero Candales, borrL (b)(^ _is.

‘n

presently detained in Guantanamo and suffers from a|...  .(b)(6)
problem requiring immediate medical attention. He has relatives rn 
Miami who are U.S. residents: his sister, 30-year-old Blanca Lleo, 
and his grandmother Zulima Montes de Oca, who is bedridden and 
terminally ill with cancer.

CA.SF...J 5 i_.GT:.etel_ Alenian_Rod.n.i a,uex_i s a _l?..-v.p.a.r-.Qld_a irl_who,_i.s
(b)(6) j

I (bi(6) irequir^s immedTate "special medical attention.
H^”frandmotfieF"Ritela Niurka Rodriguez resides in Miami.

In addition to these cases, we have learned of the case of a 
15-day old baby that was born at Guantanamo in detention and is in 
a precarious situation. We are attempting to find out her name in 
order to contact feunily in Miami.

We are enclosing herewith further documentation regarding each 
of the above cases and appeal to you in hopes that special 
consideration be given to them and that humanitarian visas to the 
U.S. can be granted immediately based on their urgent nature. The 
families in Miami, along with the Cuban American Matronal 
Foundation, would sponsor these families in the U.S. We thank you 
for your attention to this matter and look to working with
you on this matter.

rely,

Jibrge L.’ Mas/Canosa 
hainnan.

Enclosures 
JMC:fdr
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DOUGIASC, CUFTON
EXMmHvt Editor
PETEWEITZEL

Ediior

X t the C’linton 
I administration is 
X serious about keep­
ing Cuban refugees in 
Guantanamo “until 
there arc significant 
changes in Cuba.” as 
several high-ranking
U.S. officials have put ___________
it, then the administra­
tion needs to improve their living condi­
tions, The appointment on Friday of a 
civilian administrator for the Guanta-

DIAZ TO GUANTANAMO
In the swelling reftig 

camps, the U.S. neede^ - 
compassionate liaison. It 
needed Guarione Diaz,

sions. he also acted as a 
liaison between South 
Florida's Hispanics 
and other segments ol' 
the community. Col­
leagues at the council 
praise his “sense of 
fairness” in every pub­
lic service mission that 
he has undertaken. In 

our years ol acquaintance with him, Mr, 
Diaz always has been rcfreshingly 
apolttical.

. Mr. Diaz's appointment comes in 
time to ease escalating tensions between
rlptaindi^c I! c . ..i__

namo naval base is a commendable first
to ease escalating tensions betweenkiA^^®.’i ^ detainees and U.S. military authorities

ble for the conditions that have brought at Guantanamo. These tensiSis l avc 
^ousands ol ^bans and Haitians to alrcadv caused violent oonfVontations 
Guantaiiamo. Vet out of compassion that left one person dwd ~ a (Sn ?efi

“gee who took his own life — and sev- Washington needs to dp everything pos- eral injured. Bv taking this step Wash-bMrable"’®Tt:\?^h 'ngtoii is Showing that it is seifsitivj to

gs:.7i,a.°r'°refugees.
Toward that end, the 

a|>poiniment of Guarione 
Diaz as the base's first civil­
ian administrator is both 
fitting and timely. Born in 
Cuba, Mr. Diaz is a highly 
respected South Floridian. 
As head of the Cuban 
American National Coun­
cil, he accumulated 12 
years of experience dealing 
with refugee problems and 
needs.

On several critical occa-

an extremely difficult task 
in Guantanamo. As a 
Cuban American, he can be 
expected to show compas­
sion toward his fellow 
Cubans. But he must — 
and we're sure he will — 
avoid seeming to favor 
them over Haitians.

. Guarione Diaz is the
right person for this job.
chosen at just the right 
time. We wish him the best 

„ of luck in his daunting new
DIa* _ mission.



SUMMIT ’94 10:3055797597 SEP 22’94 9:42 No .001 P .02

VltKMi.S Ift DE SEPTlliMBRF DE 1994 DIARIO LAS AMERICAS -Pdg. I3-A

GUARIONE DIAZ

Delegaci6n 

de Clinton en 

la Base de 

Guantanamo
For ARIEL REMOS

preocupacion del Prc- 
sidcnto Clinton por la aitua- 
cl6n de los cubanos quo se 
encuontran en la Base Naval J 
de GuantAnamo, lo hlzo eii' 
viar ‘V ya esti en ella- una 
deleg«vi6ii de ftincionarios 
de su Administracldn, a 
quienes acompann en call- 
aad do asesor el senor Gun- 
rionA Diaz, presidenle del 
uonsejo Nacional do Plant- 
ficacidn Cubano-America- 
no.

La delegaclAn estA integra- 
do por Dennis Hayes, Direc­
tor del Bur6 de Cuba del De- 
partamento de Eelado;

illanca: Myton Hal^rm, 
miembro dot Consejo Nacio- 
na^de Scgurida^ v Josepli

■J

La aeiegacion acompana- 
da del senor Uiaz Uenecomo 
objetivo tener contacto di- 
rceto eon loa refogiadoa, to 
ner una vivcncia dc primera 
mano de cuAl es la situacidn 
para podcr brindai les a los 
culianos las mejoras que les 
hagan llevadcra su i>erma- 
nencia en la Base. Entrc 
coae mejorae quo ee contom- 
plan de inmediato, figuran 
un sistema de correo y Cf>- 
municacioncs al exterior, 
cuidados de la salud y tra- 
Uajus de infraestructura, 
Elios estAn buscando la ma- 
nern de crear tamhiAn un ve- 
hlculo de cooperaciAn volun- 
taria con ellos por parte de 
la comunidad cubano-amc- 
ricana.

El Presidente tiene una es­
pecial preocupaddn por Que 
se vayan resolviendo a la
(I>«sa a la PAg.l3-A Col.S)

DslegaclAn de Clinton 

en la Base de GuantAnemo
(Vleiie de U PAg.l-A)

majrar brwedad y de la for- las Ultimas horas como la 
M mAs efeotlva, los proble- pereona qua serA deslgnada ancon- Procura&r del Campamen- 
trpe p surgtr da la actual to de t2ubanoe de la^ase y 
sltuacion. es poelble qua cuando estA

w 1 circulando esta adiddn, su
El nombra de Guai lend Dl- nombramlanto haya sldo da- 

az se ha astado barajando an do a la publicldaa.
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HELSQN L. QUINTANA

7D4S W. Second Court 
HlAleah, Florida 33014

(inS) 362-1446
EDUCATIOW
Attended Pace Onlveraity in New York City from 1966 to 1970 
Majored in Aceountinq.
Attended Florida international university from 1989 to 1991 
Completed Education core courses towards a teachinij license.

PROFESSIONAL ODJECTIVE
To fully utilize my administrative and housing experience.

professionat, experience
National Center for Htiyufilnq Management (1991 to present)

Senior Associate - Actively involvf*0 in the development/ 
iOLplementation and training of the management system DARTS 
(Demand and Response Tracking system) In taelusif of the Puerto 
Rico Houning Authority. Trained in excess of one thousand 
on site and executive office staff on darts. I have al.so 
continued to train seminars in both Spanish and English in 
several cities in the U.S. as well as in Puerto Rico; thnsH 
seminars include the areas of occupation, projeeL management, 
maintenance/ drug prevention/intervention. Fair Housing Act 
and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act. within the housing 
indu-stry.
Air Parts International Tnc.- (1986 to 1991)
General Mnager/Controller - As General Manager and Controller 
of this company, my responsibilities included the planning/ 
implementation and managemenL of all financial, administrative, 
and export related activities in the business of commercial 
aircraft parts, equipment and accessories with foreign based 
airlincB. in addition, my duties also included sustantiai 
interface with foreign banks In the area of leLLers of credit, 
sight drafts and other pertinent documentation.
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Rentex Services of Miami, Inc. (1981 Ly 1986)
PivtaicmMl Controller - Reapynsibie lyi: all financial activities, 
including the preparation of divisional operating budgets, credit 
policy and collections, submittiny monthly financial statements 
and analysis, coordinating administrative efforts with the 
operational managers vlthia Llie division and the direct supervi­
sion of all administrative personnel

Hialeah Housing Authority (1977 to 1981)

Deputy Executive Director - Responsible for the direct supervi­
sion of the accounting, maintenance, occupancy and Section 8 
departments with a wor)cforce of sixty employees; reported ta 
the Executive Director. During I960 I was assigned the task of 
planning and developing a major effort to identify and seek, 
additional housing funds from H.D.D., in large part due to the 
Mariel boatlift, which dramatically increased the need fur units 
of housing in our city. These efforts resulted in Hialeah being 
designated as a separate district allocation area and receiving 
more than seventeen million dollars for new housing units.

PERSONAL DATA
'Too(b)(6[..... _ ____ ________ :

n.S. Citizen
Married, two children ^ „ .
Fluent in Spanish (verbal/wriLLen) ; woDclng )cnowleclge of French

and Portuguese.
PROFESSIONAL DESIGNATIONS
cartitied Occupancy Specialist - C.O.S.
Certified Manager of Housing - C.M.H.
Certified Manager of Maintenance - C.M.M.
Educator's Certificate - Dade County Public Schools

PUBLIC AWARDS
Dade County Proclamation for Housing (I98i)
City of Hialeah Appreciation Certificate (1980

REFERENCES

Available upon request.
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an agency j(b)(2) of the FOIAj
b(3) Release would violate a Federal statute 1(b)(3) of the FOIAj 
b(4) Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial 

information 1(b)(4) of the FOIAj 
b(6) Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of 

personal privacy j(b)(6) of the FOIAj 
b(7) Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement 

purposes j(b)(7) of the FOIAj
b(8) Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of 

financial institutions j(b)(8) of the FOIAj 
b(9) Release would disclose geological or geophysical information 

concerning wells j(b)(9) of the FOIAj
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