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MEMORANDUM

TO: WAVES
FR: TARA BURNS, ASST. TO JOAN BAGGETT
DT: 8/6

RE: CLEARANCE FOR ATTENDEES OF POTUS PHOTO OP THIS AFTERNOON

This is to confrim and add to the list of people attending the
Photo op with the President this afternoon at 4:05. This is the
complete list. Could you please clear the following people for
3:45 this afternoon through the South West gate (they will be in
two different cars.)

o P
Marigmééhes_De“ﬁrmas

o B Cpeghar

i omis U feirsbers

(b)(6) ‘

e e e e e 2 e e st e e o e}

Belen Chanes De Lopez
? (b)(6)

Javier A. Lopez
LJavier s

L L

William C. Doherty

i b)6) -

*new addition#
Lourdes Kistler

el could fomeone Pleane
Cold e 0 emfjivim thoot-
Ine w ath et 7 ankys!

§ (b)(6) §

Lane Kirland
; :

(b)(6)

el e i ) L \ \‘N
ALoumming o)) Sen . brahaem Ahrsigh Nocthweor Gate

; (0)(6)

Senator Robert Graham N.w. Gote

Congressman Robert Menende

1
*new additions--drivers# Padnd 3
Georgae Mason Ivan Korolevich

j (b)(6) !

L e e




I.

IT.

I1TI.

Iv.

VI.

August 5, 1993

Photo with
Mario Chanes, Former Political Prisoner in Cuba
DATE: August 6, 1993
LOCATION: Oval Office
TIME: 4:05 p.m.
FROM: Joan Baggett

Joe Velasquez

PURPOSE

Mario Chanes recently arrived in the U.S. after serving
thirty years as a political prisoner in Cuba. He is the
longest serving political prisoner in the 20th century.
This is an opportunity for you to express your concern for
international human rights and to demonstrate solidarity
with Cubans and Cuban Americans.

BACKGROUND

Chanes was a former ally of Castro who opposed Castro’s turn
to Communism. He was arrested and placed in prison thirty
years ago. He refused to accept "political education," and
thus was known as a "plantado" or "firmly rooted" political
prisoner. He is supported by the Cuban American Community,
the AFL-CIO and the Florida Congressional Delegation.

Mr. Chanes’ visit to Washington, D.C., is being sponsored by
the AFL-CIO.

PARTICIPANTS

Mario Chanes’ wife; his sister, Belen; Senator Bob Grahan,
Representative Robert Menendez and Jim Baker, AFL-CIO.

Staff: Joe Velasquez, Deputy Assistant to the President and
Deputy Director of Political Affairs.

PRESS PLAN
Closed Press
SEQUENCE OF_ EVENTS

* Participants will arrive at the White House, you will
greet them and then a photo will be taken.

REMARKS

None
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Mario Chanes de Armas, age 67, was one of Fidel Castro’s
earliest and closest companions: he fought alongside Castro in
the 1953 attack on the Moncada army parracks, for which he
served 21 months in prison, and sailed with Castro on the
Granma to launch Cuba’s guerrilla war in 1956. He was captured
again, and imprisoned by the Batista government until it fell
on January 1, 1959.

In 1960, disillusioned with the course Castro was taking,
he resumed his trade union work at a brewery (Chanes was a
union activist from 1947 until 1953) and started speaking out
against the regime. Arrested in 1961, he was sentenced at a
closed trial to death by firing squad for participating in a
plan to assassinate Fidel castro, a charge he rejects. His
sentence was commuted to 30 years in prison. His only son was
porn a few months after he was imprisoned, lived to the age of
24, and died before his father was released. Contrary to Cuban
practice, Chanes was not allowed out to attend the funeral. 1In
a particularly cruel twist, he was released in 1991 one day

pbefore the end of his 30-year sentence.

At the time of his release, chanes was the longest-serving
political prisoner in the western hemisphere. Until July 21,
1993, he and his wife were denied permission to jeave Cuba, in
violation of international and Cuban law. It is widely
pelieved that it was Fidel Castro’s personal decision to both
keep him there so long, and to let him go.

Mario Chanes de Armas is the last of the original group of
plantados historicos to depart Cuba. pPlantados -~ Cuban
political prisoners who suffer constant abuse for rejecting
"political re-education" and for refusing to wear the prison
uniform worn by common criminals —-- are among the bravest human

rights heros of our time.
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MAJORITY WHIP AT LARGE

TO: JOE VELA%ZQUEZ

PROM: CONGRESSMAN BOB MENENDEZ

DATE: 7/30/93

RE: MARTO CHANES DE ARMAS MRRTING WITHE THE PRESIDENT

I am writing to respectfully request that the President take
a few minutes to meet with and/or take a photo opportunity with
Mr. Mario Chanes de Armas, the longest serving political
prisoner, to my knowledge, in the 20th century.

Just over a week ago, Mr. Chanes arrived in the United
States after having served 30 years in Castro's jails. By
comparison, Mr. Nelson Mandela served 27 years in racist South
Africa's jails.

Chanes' alleged crime was plotting to kill Fidel Castro and
other former fellow revolutionaries. No evidence was ever
presented, and Chanes to this day maintains his innocence of any
crime. Out of principle, he refused "political re-education" and
the garb of common criminals, for which he paid with beatings and

many other instances of mistreatment and abuse -- as did his
fellow plantados or "firmly rooted" political prisoners.

In 1953, at the age of 26, Mr. Chanes joined with Fidel
Castro in the fateful July 26th attack on the Batista
Dictatorship's Moncada Barracks at Santiago de Cuba. The attack
signalled the beginning of the Cuban Revolution. Batista's men
captured and jailed Chanes for two years. Upon his release, he
rejoined with Castro -- this time in Mexico. 1In 1856, he
returned with Castro to Cuba on the "Granma® yacht.

Chanes remained Castro's friend and ally for years until
Batista's defeat. Soon afterward, however, the relationship
turned sour. Chanes opposed the Marxist-Leninist direction the
Revolution took and he made what proved to be a fateful mistake:
speaking his mind in opposition to the Castro regime's excesses.

I believe that the President and his National Security and
State Department advigsers would be well-advised to meet with Mr,
Chanes. I suggest that the meeting occur during the period of
August Sth through 8th, if possible. This is an excellent

THIS STATIONERY PRINTED ON PAPER MADE OF RECYCLED FIBERS
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The President
Rep. Bob Menendez
Page 2

opportunity for the President to reiterate his principled
advocacy of human rights throughout the world and Cuba. The
meeting would be very well-received and appreciated in the Cuban-
American community. Press coverage of course would be very
beneficial.

Additionally, I suggest that the President invite other
guests, as appropriate: Mr. Chanes' wife; his sister, Belen;
Congressmen or women interested in Cuba, such as Representatives
Ileana Ros-Lehtinen, Lincoln Diaz-Balart, and Torricelli, Sen.
Bill Bradley, Sen. Bob Graham, Sen. Connie Mack; Mr. Eusebio
Penalver, President of the World Federation of Cuban Political
prisoners, Mr. Ralph E. Fernandez, General Counsel for the World
Federation of Former Cuban Political Prisoners; Jack Otero, Dept.
Labor; Bill Dougherty, AFL-CIO; and, Jose Collado, AFL-CIO.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely yours,

Robert Fegendez
MEMBER OF CONGRES

Tt

RM/ppp
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CUBA UPDATE

Menkind is compooed of two sorts of man — thoss who love sad creats,
and thoss who hats and destroy.
Joeé Mart{

Tuly/August 1993

MARIO CHANES FINALLY FREE

On July 21, 1993, &t the Miami Intarnaticmal Airport,
Mario Chanes received 2 bero's walcams. An AFL-
CIO delegation including reprecentatives from
Washington, DC and the local labor leadarship wers
among the bundreds of well wishers gathaced at the

airport,

The AFL-CIO’s international campaign to gain the
fresdom of both Mario Chanos and Emesto Dfaz,
lsusched on February 21, 1991, can finally be
declared & success. Diaz was jailed for 23 years and
released March 1991, Chanss complated a 30-year
juil sentence, was released July 1991, bt bheld a
prisoper within the Island for two years. Their
"crims® was to oppose the commuumist dictatorship of
Fidel Castro.

Mario Chanes was bom October 25, 1926, in
Havina, Cvda, At age 21 bo began his uniom
sctivities with the successful organizing of the
Comoercial Workers’ Union and its snnexes in
Havama. A1 2 founding member of this union, he
was issusd his fint membership card by the theg
CTC Genenl Secretary, Angel Cofillo.

Then 8 26-year-0ld trado unionist, be set asgide his
goal of bacoming a national Isbor leader and joined
the pro-democracy mruggle. He participated in the
attack on the Moncada barracks on July 26, 1953, to
overthrow the Batista dictatorship mnd replace it with
a democratic system. He was captured and sentanced
t0 10 yoars in priszon. He sarved 21 months with
Fidel Castro s hit call-mate. Both ware released in

1955 under & gensral amosty program issied by the
Batista regimes.

Chanes migrated to the United States, but five months
later was asked by Castro to jein him abosrd the
vessel “Cranma’ for the, now famous, voyage from
Maxico to Cuba in Decernber 1956.

By 1959, within months of Castro’s trivmph, Chanss
became convinced that be intendad to establish s
Communist dictatorship. He immediately resigned
his government position snd went to work for a
brewery in Havana, whero he resumed his unjon
activities,

On July 17, 1961, Chants wia arrestad by Castro's
security forces along with his brother Paco and eight
other trads uniomists. Comvicted by s military
tridumal, Chanes was sentenced to death by o firing
squad and the others to 20 years in priscn.
Fortupately Castro was swayed by some friends and
Chanes' scutence was commated to 30 years.

In 1961, the “Plagtado® rebelliousnces surfaced in the
priscas of Cuba. Chanes was ons of the first
political priscners to beconw a ‘plantado.” This
word describes those prisogers who rejectad
indoctrination, reeisted prison regulations, refused to
wedr prison uniforms, and who endured the harshest
punishment, In retaliation, they were kept in tiny,
filthy cells subjected to physical sbuse by prisca
guards. Bacause of his defisnt status in prison, whea
his son, who was bom shortly after his
imprisoument, died in Octobar 1984, he was not
allowed to attend ths funera]l. Chanss later stated,
‘my sog would have beem ashamed if | bad
succumbed to the wishes of my tormentors.® He
visited his son's grave immediately upon his release,

‘The good news is that Mario Chanes finally can
share his lifs with his family and enjoy the liberties
for which be has pald such an enormous price,” said
AFL-CIO President Lane Kirkland, "Bt for the
citizons of Cuba, the brutal nightmars of the Castro

dictatorship remains. The prisons are still filled with ~ -

men and women whose oanly crime is their
dissidencs. Among them is Rafaal Gutiéreez,
President of the Trade Union of Cuben Warkers
(UsTO).*
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SIEGFRIED, KIPNIS, RIVERA, LERNER & DE LA TORRE, P.A,

MARIA VICTORIA ARIAG
YOMN P. CHRIGTENSEN
HELIO DR LA TORAL
PETEAR =. SOWARDS
JAMES F. HARRINGTON
ALAN Q. KIPNIS
ELISABETM D. KOZLOW
LIGA A LERNER

M. RUGH MCCONNELL
OSCAR R, RIVERA
STEVEN M. BIEGFRIED

CANIEL DAVIS, P.E.
FORENSIC CONBULTANT

SUITE IIOR Of COUNBEL
2OI ALHAMBRA CIACLE
CORAL GASLES, FLORIDA 33134
24DE (308) 642:3334
BROWARD (06} 7811134

rax (308) 443-22082

KERRY A, QREENWALD
S0OCA RATON. FLORIDA (407) 388-0800

HENRY PAL JOHNBON
NAPLES, FLOR.CA (1)) 801-0133

BOCA RATON OPPICE
SANCTUARY CENTRE
4800 NOATH FEOERAL MIGHMWAY
BUITE 301-A
80CA RATON, FLORICA 3343
(407) 188-0200

FLE NO.

REPLY TO:

EAX TRANSMITTAL SHEET

T0¢ DAWN FRIBDKIN

FAX #: 1-202-456-2215

PHONE #: 1-202-456-2823 ( W
FROM: MARIA VICTORIA ARIAS|

FAX #3 (305) 443-3292 :

PHONE #: (305) 442-3334

FILE #:

RE: MARIO CHANES DE ARMAS

DATE? August 5, 1993

TIME: 3:42 pm

NUMBER OF PAGES TO FOLLOW:

MESSAGE: Thank you for calling me. Attached are the newspaper

The information oontained in this transnissicn is sttorney privileged and oonfidential.
intanded only for the use of ths individual or
i» not the intended recipient

of this communination i{sx strictly probihited.

articles which appeared in the Miami Herald in July,
1993.

Perhaps (if possible) it would be wise to make a
statement to the effect that this meeting was possible
due to the efforts of the Cuban Democrats in New Jersey
and Miami.

+» If the reader of this wessage

onf.::znn.d
¢ yOu ars harsdy notif that any dissemination, distribution or copy
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wite, Cariisd, shere In the joy.

Sy 2APONSQ CHARDY
Horeg St Wi

in Cuba, Fidel Castro has
jalied thoussndy ! people for
volitical reasons. But only ane

-0 o ally of -— Wit
hetd for 30 of the 34 the
Cuban leader has in

pawer.

Mano Chanes de Anmnas.
the loagessheld political pris-
oner in Cubs, arnived
Wednesday to an emotional
and chaotic reception at
Migmi loternati Airport,
two years and five days after
he completw) his prisoa sen-

tence.

More than 350 wildly cheer-
ing exilos wylcumed Chaoes,
shouting ~Doewn With Cay-
trol* und “Long Live Free
uba!™ They waved vigas Urp
ing death to Castro.

A fruildooking, white-
haircd man in 8 dark suil
Chaaes, 67, bad littic time 1o
sckmowledge the cheers and
shouts, Airpart seourity offi-
on aud  family members
whisked him ofT (o & waiti
car followcd by a swarm

FAMILY CIRCLE: Maric Chancs do Armas is greeted bl‘,m
Algida, £3 airters Mercedos, top Iefi, and Belen, 16D ng

‘Fidel Castro is leading Cuba . . . lo
a holocaust,' Mario Chanes

said.

.‘ lm-

and

Castro foe jailed
30 years is hailed
by Miami exiles

ocamers CTvws 4d reporters.
Chancy’ first words on U.S.

wil were ing worda

“Fidel ﬁéﬂm is leading
Cuba to disaster, 108

caunt.” Chanes said mn an
interview at his wister's Wext
Dade home, where he will be
suayicg. “Cube under Casiro
is & tal atsaszor, It is bwoom-
ing the embarrassment of the

No ginlogue with Castro, be
wipwd- Punish him even more
by k the U.S. tade
embargo. Force Caxro o0
resign through diplomatic
pressurc by  the wurld's
JemacTacies.

Chanss’ arrival closed a sig
nificant chapter in Cubaa bis-
tory. J was marked with fan-
farc not ooly in Miami but in
Washi ay well,

i R-Fla.,

$en, Cynnie
had s U.S flag flowp over the
US. Capitel in hanor of
Chanes’ arrivel. Greg Wil
Liams, an aide to wid
the sostlor plang to presest

m—-—_
PLEABE SEE CHAKES, BA
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Cuban wno scrveua
30 years arrives .

- still defiant

CHANES, FROM 1A

Chanes with the

flag as soon as they meet.
Chanes was the last of the so-called plantado
prisoners whose reicase had been demanded
worldwide by exiles and human rights activists.

Plantado, Spanish for standing _firm,
described stubborn prisoners who would not
ive in to prison regulations, who endured the
arshest punishment, who nevet recanted their
opposition to the government. In retaliation,
the regime kept the plantados in small, filth
cells and in some cases guards beat them wit
hoses, sticks or bayonets.

Plantado rebelliousness surfaced in the pris-
ons of Cuba in 1961, the year Chanes wa;!mled
on charges of plotting to kill Castro. ri¢ has
always denied the charges. .
Chanes’ rejection of Castro was panicularly

ing for the Cuban leader. After all, Chanes
ad been one of Castro's longtime allies, in on
the revolution from the ground floor.

He was with Castro dusing the attack on the
Moncada barracks in Santiago de Cuba on July

26, 1933. The attack eaded with the capture of

Castro and some of his followers, including
Chanes, He also sailed with Castro from Mex-
ico to Cuba in 1956, when the revolutionaries
relaunched the struggle against dictator Fulgen-
cio Batista.

Within months of Castro’s triumph Jan. i,
1959, Chanes became disillusioned with Cas-
tro, who as 8 fiery attomney had initially
captured the imagination of ml‘gubanl by
pledging loyaity to the ideals of Cuban indepen-
dence hero Jose Marti, not to communism.

“We belicved in a young lawyer whom we
thought cmbodied the Ma%tl goals,” Chancs

said in an interview in Havans shortly after
being released July 16, 1991.

Chanes has not changed his mind about Cas-

_ m '\ 4 Miam] Horaid Staft
WELCOMED BY EXiLE8: Mario Chanes de
Armas waves to crowd at Miami’s airport.

R

‘Any kind of dialogue or
negotiation with Castro isa
waste of time.’

MARIO CHANES

tro. He can't be trusted, he said during a 20-
minute interview at his sister's bouse.

“Any kind of dialogue or negotiation with
Castro is & waste of time," he said. “Castro 15
used to dictating, to ordering people around, to
telling people what to do, No one can contradict
him. He is & tyrant.”
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‘Fidel Castro is leading Cuba . . . to

a holocaust,’ Mario Chanes sasd.

4

9

|ETCH BABIS / Naca Mo St

FASELY CIRCLE Marle Chanes de Armas I8 grested by sister
Alaida, a2 sistare Moropdss. top loft, and Balen, 10p right, and

wife, Caridad, sharg In the joy.

Castro foe jailed
30 years is hailed
by Miami exiles

Cuban leadsr has n in

powe,

Maria Chanes de Armas,
the longeatsbeld potitical pris-
oner in Cuba, amved
Wednesdsy 0 on emational
and chaotic jon at
Miaml Intornational Airport,
1wo years and five days afler
he compleied his prison sen-

tence.

More than 350 wildly cheer-
ing exiles welcooed Chanes,
shouting “Down With Cus-

" snd “Loag Live Free
Cubal” They wuved sigas urge
ing death to Castro, .

A frsil-looking,  Whitc-
haired man in 8 dark suit,
Chanes, 67, had little time o
acknowledgs the cheers and
shouts. Aisport sacurity offi-
cers and family members
whisked bim off to a wai
car followed by a swarm

Chancs’ first words cn U.S
wvoul were fighting worde.

“Fide Castrv in leading
Cuba o disaster, 10 a holo-
caust.” Chanes said in an
imerview at his siste’s West
Dade home, where be will be
saying. “Cubs under Castro
is a toual disasier, It is beum-
ing the embarraszment of the
worid"

No disloguc with Castro, he
urpod. Pudish hum even more
hy keeping the U.S. trade
embargo. Forec Castro (o
resign thruugh diplomatic
pressure by the world's
Jemocracies. | .

Chanes’ arrival closed 8 sige
nrficant chapter in Cuban his-
tory. [t was marked with fen-
fare net only in Minmi but in
Wuh%n well.

Sen. ie Mack, R-Fla.,
had a (] & flag flown vver Lhe
US. Capitol in honar of
Chanes' arvival. O:L Wil
Liams, sn alde to Mi mid
the seostor plans to prosent

et —— S — -
PLEASE SBEE CHAKES. 1A

- 4 9¢
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A BREIGUAN BEEEIRARITY / Mlomi Moreld

BUSY DAY: Mario Chanes started his day by
viglting with former political prisoner Huber
Magtos, below. He then went shopping at
Waestchester Mall, above, where sister Belen
Chanes (third from left), wite Caridad (fourth
from left) and other well-wishers togsted him
with Cuban coffee. The highlight of the day
came when he vigited his brother Francisco’s
grave at Vista Memorial Gardens.

reality for freed
anti-Castro foe




Farsid Sialf Writer

His first full day of freedom began when a
reporter rang the doorbell at bis sister’s West
- Dade home. The noise awoke Mario Chanes
de Armas, ]t was 8:30,

Within minutes, Chanes and his wife, Cari.
dad, were dressed. As Chanes’ family-in-exile
pr?amq a breakfast of fruit and cereal, he
and Caridad watked out onto the small back-
yard in the bright morning sunlight.

And not for the last time Thursday, Cuba’s
longest-held political prisoner marveled.

1$ ime, at the beauty of the grass.

“At first, I thought it was artificial,”
Chanes said a5 he and his wife strolled sround
his sister Belen’s beautifully kept backyard.

PLEASE 8EE CHANES, 28
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“But it’s real, Jike the freedom I'm
cnjo)in”g. IU’s all reality now. No longer a

daChncG. 67‘:1"’:%\':::;»‘:‘&: Wednes-
Y. iwo years er completing
a»mrmumonchupsafﬂu-
ting (o kill Fided Castro. Uniil this week,
Czahdduﬂh.miaionwhnm
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“Not a2 all.,” Chanes shot back. “The
wasse of time was supporting Fide? Castro st
&ebr-umhmnupy:‘ln

my opposition was mwy duty an
mt.lfedh!_ﬁlledialife.‘j
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. Dream becomes reality on Castro foe’s first day of freedon .

whese Belen Chanes” husband operates a

mes's dmbin;shop. .
“Amazing.™ Chanes said as he watked into

the gir-condslioned shopping center.
lmﬁaely. Cudan cxiles flocked 10

seleased from jail in 1984 and. in 1990, died

greeted with cheers and applawse.
Iromically, the tast hour of the Mambi
show was atmost totally blacked out by a
3 from Havana — a broadcast
&. ro and the Cuban revolation.
smakohuiﬂct&m_wiﬂ:lli-_mi
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August 5, 1993

Photo with
Mario Chanes, Former Political Prisoner in Cuba
DATE: August 6, 1993
LOCATION: Oval Office
TIME: 4:05 p.m.
FROM: Joan Baggett

Joe Velasquez

PURPOSE

Mario Chanes recently arrived in the U.S. after serving
thirty years as a political prisoner in Cuba. He is the
longest serving political prisoner in the 20th century.
This is an opportunity for you to express your concern for
international human rights and to demonstrate solidarity
with Cubans and Cuban Americans.

BACKGROUND

Chanes was a former ally of Castro who opposed Castro’s turn
to Communism. He was arrested and placed in prison thirty
years ago. He refused to accept "political education," and
thus was known as a "plantado" or "firmly rooted" political
prisoner. He is supported by the Cuban American Community,
the AFL-CIO and the Florida Congressional Delegation.

Mr. Chanes’ visit to Washington, D.C., is being sponsored by
the AFL-CIO.

PARTTICIPANTS

Mario Chanes’ wife; his sister, Belen; Senator Bob Grahanm,
Representative Robert Menendez and Jim Baker, AFL-CIO.

Staff: Joe Velasquez, Deputy Assistant to the President and
Deputy Director of Political Affairs.

PRESS PLAN
Closed Press

SEQUENCE OF EVENTS

* Participants will arrive at the White House, you will
greet them and then a photo will be taken.

REMARKS

None
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DISTRICT OFFICES:
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ROBERT MENENDEZ
Y31k District, Naw Jensgy

\ COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS
AND TRANSPORTATION

SUPCOMMITTEES: JERSEY Crvy, NJ 07308
sua::::: :a::smv::;non (201) 222.2828
owE bR Congress of the Enited States o “.,%‘E,E.f’
weSTERN WEMonER, aftauRs Bousge of Representatives O 275 Hoeust sraver
MTERNATIONAL OFERATIONS PerTH Amtoy, NJ 0888t
CAUCUSES ®ashington, ML 20515-3013 (808) 324-6212
s Savous MEMORANDUM

MAJORITY WHIP AT LARGE

TO: JOE VELAZQUEZ

FROM: CONGRESSMAN BOB MENENDEZ

DATE: 7/30/93

RE: MARIO CHANES DE ARMAS MERTING WITH THE PRESIDENT

I am writing to respectfully request that the President take
a few minutes to meet with and/or take a photo opportunity with
Mr. Mario Chanes de Armas, the longest serving political
prisoner, to my knowledge, in the 20th century.

Just over a week ago, Mr. Chanes arrived in the United
States after having served 30 years in Castro's jails. By
comparison, Mr. Nelson Mandela served 27 years in racist South
Africa's jails.

Chanes' alleged crime was plotting to kill Fidel Castro and
other former fellow revolutionaries. No evidence was ever
presented, and Chanes to this day maintains his innocence of any
crime. Out of principle, he refused "political re-education” and
the garb of common criminals, for which he paid with beatings and
many other instances of mistreatment and abuse -- as did his
fellow pl og or "firmly rooted" political prisoners.

In 1953, at the age of 26, Mr. Chanes joined with Fidel
Castro in the fateful July 26th attack on the Batista
Dictatorship's Moncada Barracks at Santiago de Cuba. The attack
gignalled the beginning of the Cuban Revolution. Batista's men
captured and jailed Chanes for two years. Upon his release, he
rejoined with Castro -- this time in Mexico. 1In 1956, he
returned with Castro to Cuba on the "Granma® yacht.

Chanes remained Castro's friend and ally for years until
Batista's defeat. Soon afterward, however, the relationghip
turned sour. Chanes ¢opposed the Marxist-Leninist direction the
Revolution took and he made what proved to be a fateful mistake:
speaking his mind in opposition to the Castro regime's excesgses.

I believe that the President and his National Security and
State Department advisers would be well-advised to meet with Mr,
Chanes. I suggest that the meeting occur during the period of
August 5th through 8th, if possible. This is an excellent

THIS STATIONERY PRINTED ON PAPER MADE OF RECYCLED FIBERS
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The President
Rep. Bob Menendez
Page 2 _

opportunity for the President to reiterate his principled
advocacy of human rights throughout the world and Cuba. The
meeting would be very well-received and appreciated in the Cuban-
American community. Press coverage of course would be very
beneficial.

Additionally, I suggest that the President invite other
guests, as appropriate: Mr. Chanes' wife; his sister, Belen;
Congressmen or women interested in Cuba, such as Representatives
Ileana Ros-Lehtinen, Lincoln Diaz-Balart, and Torricelli, Sen.
Bill Bradley, Sen. Bob Graham, Sen. Connie Mack; Mr. Eusebio
Penalver, President of the World Federation of Cuban Political
prisoners, Mr. Ralph E. Fernandez, General Counsel for the World
Federation of Former Cuban Political Prisoners; Jack Otero, Dept.
Labor; Bill Dougherty, AFL-CIO; and, Jose Collado, AFL-CIO.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely youyrs,

Robert Megendez
MEMBER OF CONGRES

T 7
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CUBA UPDATE

Masnkind is compossd of two sorts of man ~ thoss who love and create,
and thoss who hats and destroy.
Josd Mart

July/August 1993

MARIO CHANES FINALLY FREE

On July 21, 1993, at tho Miami International Airport,
Mario Chanes received s hero's welcoms. An AFL-
CIO delegation including reprosentatives from
Washington, DC and the local labor leadesship were
among ths hundreds of well wishers getherod at the

airport.

The AFL-CIO’s intemnational campaign to gain the
freedom of both Mario Chanes and Emesto Dfaz,
lsuached om February 21, 1991, can finally be
declared » wuccoss. Diss was jailed for 23 years snd
released March 1991, Chanes complsted a 30-year
Jail sentence, was roleased July 1991, but hold a
prisoner within the Tsland for two years. Their
“erime® wag (0 oppose the commumist dictatorship of
Fidel Castro,

Mario Chanes was bom October 25, 1926, in
Havana, Cuba. At age 21 ho began his umion
sctivities with the successful orgaaizing of the
Compmercial Workers' Union and its anpexes in
Havana. As a founding member of this union, ha
was issusd his first membership card by the then
CTC General Secretary, Angel Cofido.

Then 8 26-year<ld trads unionist, ho set aside his
goal of becoming a national lsbor leader and joined
the pro-democracy mruggle. He participated in the
attack on the Moncads barracks on July 26, 1953, to
overthrow the Batista dictatorship and replace it with
a democratic system. He was captured and sentenced
10 10 yoars in prison. He served 21 momths with
Fidel Castro as his call-mate. Both ware relcased ig

1955 under « gensral anmosty program issued by the
Batista regims,

Chanes migrated to the United States, but five months
later was asked by Castro to join him abosrd ths
vessel “Cranma” for the, now famous, voyage from
Mexico to Cuba in December 1956,

By 1959, within manths of Castro’s trivmmph, Chanes
became convinced that he intended to establish s
Communist dictatorship. He immediately resigned
his goverumeat position snd went to work for a
brewery in Havana, whero be resumed his unjon
activities.

On July 17, 1961, Chanes was arrestad by Castro's
security forces along with his brother Paco and sight
other trade umiomists. Coavicted by s military
tribunal, Chancs was sentenced to death by g firing
squad snd the others o 20 years in prison,
Fortugately Castro was swayed by some frieods and
Chanes’ scutence was commuted 0 30 yearw.

In 1961, the “Plagtado” rebellioumcss surfaced in ths
priscos of Cuba, Chanes was one of the first
political priscoers to becoms a “plantado.” This
word describes those prisogers who rejected
indoctrination, resisted prison regulationa, refused to
wedr prison udiforms, and who endured the harshest
punishment. In retaliation, they were kept in tiny,
filthy cells subjected to physieal abuse by prison
guards. Because of his defiant status in prison, when
his son, who was bom shortly aftee his
impriscament, died in Octobar 1984, be was sot
allowed to sttend the funersl, Chanss later stated,
‘my son would have becn sshamed if [ had
succumbed to the wishes of my tormentors.” He
visited his son's grave immediately upon his release,

"The good news is that Mario Chanes finally can
share his life with his family and emjoy the liberties
for which be has paid such an eaormous price,” said
AFL-CTO President Lane Kirkland. *But for the
citizzas of Cuba, the brutal nightmare of ths Castro
dictatorship remains. The prisons are still filled with
men and women whose only cerime is thair
dissidence. Among them is Rafaal Gutiérrez,
President of the Trade Union of Cuban Workers
(USTC).*
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LAW OFFICES
SIEGFRIED, KIPNIS, RIVERA, LERNER & DE LA TORRE, P.A,

SUITE 108 OF COUNGEL

EO! ALHAMBRA CIRCLE KERRY A. GREENWALD
MARIA VICTORIA ARIAS CORAL GABLES, FLORIDA 3212e B0OCA RATON. FLORIDA (407) 388-0200
JOMN P. CHRIGTENSEN 2ADE (308) 648:3334
HELIO DR LA TORAE BROWARD (308) 78I1-1124 HENAY PAYL JOHNSESON
PETEA =. EOWARDS rax (308) 443-2208 NAPLES, FLOR:DA (8i13) 8910132
JAMES F. HARRINGTON
ALAN @. KIPNIS BOCA RATON OFPICE
ELIBABETH . KOZLOW BANCTUARY CENTRE
LIBA A. LERNER 4800 NOATH FEDERAL HIGHWAY riLE NO.
H. hUOH MCCONNELL BUITE 301-A

RERPLY TO:

OSCAR R. RIVERA $OCA RATON, FLORIDA 33431 &P

SETEVEN M. SIEGFRIRD (a07) A9B-0200

DANIEL DAVIS, P.E.
FORENSIC CONBULTANT

FAX TRANGMITTAL SHEET

TOs DAWN FRIEDKIN

FAX #1  1-202-456-2215
PHONE #: 1-202-456-2823 é W
FROM1 MARIA VICTORIA ARIAS

FAX #: (305) 443-3292
PBONE #: (305) 442-3334

FILE #:

RE: NARIO CHANES DE_ARMAS
DATE: August 5, 1993

TIME: 3:42 pm

NUMBER OF PAGES TO FOLLOW:

MESSAGE: Thank you for calling me. Attached are the newspaper
articles which appeared in the Miami Herald in July,

1993.

Perhaps (if poesible) it would be wise to make a
statement to the effect that this meeting was possible
due to the efforts of the Cuban Democrats in New Jersey
and Miami, -

The information oontained in this trapsmissicn is attorney griulogod and confidential. 1t 1is
hmouytummozﬂ.lmtvuuumut:zm +« If the reader of this moasnge
is not the intended recipient, you are heraby potif that any disssmination, distributlion or copy
of this communination im striotly probibited.
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'Kidel Castro is leading Cuba . . . to
a holocaust,' Mario Chanes said.

HRETOR GARNEE / i M St

FAMILY CIRCLE: Mariv Chanes de Armas 18 greeted bz:ul
Alaida, as gioters Mercedes. (op lefi, and Belen, 10p g and

wite, Caridad, share in the joy.

Castro foe jailed
30 years is hailed
by Miami exiles

By ALPOME0 CHARDY
Harsg $ieft Witk

in Cuba, Fidel Castro has
jaited thousands uf. peopie for
political ceasons. But only ons
- an o ally of Castro — was
he!d for 30 of the 34 the
Cubsn leader has in
power.

Mario Chanes ds Armas.
the d political pris-
oner In  Cubs, arrived
Wednesday to an emotional
and chxotic reception at
Mismi lote Airport,
two yeary and five days after
he complatwd his prison sed-

tence. ]

More than 350 mldlédwcr-
ing exiles wylumed Chaoes,
shouting “Dawn With Cus-
trol* wnd “Long Live Free
Cubal® They waved signs urgs
ing death to Cantro.

A fruil-looking, white-
haircd man in a dark wuit,
Chanes, 67, had littic time to
scknowiedge the cheers and
shouts. Airpart security offi-
o sud  fumily memben
whisked him off lo & waili
car followcd by a swarm

camers civws and reporters.
Chancy’ firet wordt oo U 8.

wil were ing wordA
“Fidel ﬁ&m is leading
Cuba to disaster, 10 8
cun.” Chanes said i sn
interview at his sister's West
Dadc home, where he will be
saying. “Cuba under Castro
is @ total tsaster, 1t is beom-
wge_ embarrassment of the

No dialogus with Castro, be
Punish him even mnre
by & the UJ. unde
embargo. Force Caxro o
resign through diplomatic
pressure by the wurid's
democracies
Chanes' arrival closed a uge
nificant chapeer in Cubaa his-
1ory. JL was marked with fan-
&mm oaly in )edlslmu but in
i as well,
Son.m Mack, R-Fla,
had a U.& fing flown vver the
US. Capitol in domor of
Chanes’ arivel. Greg Wil
liams, an aide 10 i
the sensalor plang to preseat

—————— R — S —————"————
PLEAGE SEE CHAMES. WA

- e 4 %3¢
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Cuban wno s€rveua
30 years arrives

— still deft iant

CHANES, FROM 1A

Chanes with the

flag as soon as they meet.
Chanes was the last of the so-called plantado
prisoners whose relcase had been demanded

worldwide by exiles and human rights activists.

Plantado, Spanish for standing firm,
described stubborn prisoners who would not
give in to prison regulations, who endured the

arshest punishment, who nevet recanted their
opposition to the government. In retaliation,
the regime kept the plantados in smaall, filth
cells and in some cases guards beat them wi
hoses, sticks or bayonets.

Plantado rebelliousness surfaced in the pris-
ons of Cuba in 1961, the year Chanes was jail
on m?:: of g‘l.omng to kill Castro. He has
always denicd the charges. -

Chaney’ rejection of Castro was jcularly

ing for the Cuban leader. Aﬂeri?lnChmes
ad been one of Castro's longtime sllies, in on
the revolution from the ground floor.

He was with Castro during the attack on the
Moncada barracks in Santiago de Cuba on July

26, 1953. The attack ended with the capture of

Castro and some of his followers, including
Chanes, He also sailed with Castro from Mex-
ico to Cuba in 1956, when the revolutionaries
relaunched the struggle against dictator Fulgen-
cio Batista.

Within months of Castro's triumph Jan. 1,
1959, Chanes became disillusioned with Cas-
tro, who as 8 ¥ fiery attorney had initially
captured the imagination of mwuu by
pledging loyaity to the ideals of Cuban indepen-
dence hero Jose Marti, not to commuanis.

“We believed in a young lawyer whom we

thought embodied the Marti goals,” Chancs
said in an interview in Havana shortly after
being released July 16, 1991,

Chanes has not changed his mind about Cas-

Py

MBOTOR GABRNO / Miemi Herald Stalt

WELCOMED BY EXGLES: Mario Chanes de
Armes wavas to crowd at Miami's alrport.

M
‘Any kind of dialogue or
negotiation with Castro isa

waste of time.’
MARIO CHANES

tro. He can't be trusted, he said during a 20
minute interview at his sister’s house.

“Any kind of dialogue or negotiation with
Castro is a waste of time,” he said. “Castro is
used to dictating, 10 ordering people around, to
telling people what to do. No one can contradict
him. He is a tyrant.”
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‘Fidel Castro is leading Cuba . . . 10
a holocaust,’ Mario Chanes sasd.

* - 4

S KN
HESTGR SARTID / Mk Momid bt

FARELY CIRCLE: Merio Chanes de Armas ia greeted by sister
Aleida. as sistors Meroedos. top left, and Baten, 10p right, and

wife, Carided, share In the joy.

Castro foe jailed
30 years is hailed
by Miami exiles

Wy ALF CHARDY
Merekd Writer

In Cuba, Fidel Cantro has
Juiled thousands of for
political roanons. But ons
—unoldssnyofunm—m
hoid for 30 of the 34 the

Cubsn leader has n in

pawe,

Mario Chaones de Armat,
the longestsbeid potitical pris-
oner in Cubs, amved
wednesday to on emotional

and vhaotic reﬁtiqn a
Miaml Internatio o,
two years and five days aflar
he compleied his pnson sen-

tence.

Maore than 150 wiidly cheer-
ing exiles welconied Chanes,
shouting *Down With Cue
trul" and “Long Live Free
Cuba!” They wuved sigas urgs
ing death to Castrs.

A frail-looking, white-
haired mon in 8 dark suit.
Chanes, 67, had littic time 10
goknowlydge the cheers and
shouts. Airport security «ili-
cers and family membens
whisked bim off to & wail
car followed by a swarm

“Pide Cantro is leading
Cube to disaster, 10 8 holo-
caust.” Chanes Said in an
inteview st his sister's Went
Dade home, where e will be
naying “Cubs under Castro
is 4 total disaster. It is becym-
ing the embarrasement af the
worid.”

No dislogue with Castro, he
Iy kaeoing. ibe LS. trads

y keep 9. trade
embamo.n‘-'omc Canro w0

res th diplomatic -
ey e P wortds

pressure by

Jdemocracies .
Chanes’ amrival closed 8 3ig»

nificant chapter in Cuban his-

tory. It was marked with fan.

farc not only io Miuai but in

Chanes’ amrival. Wil
lLiams, an side to M wid
the seoator plans to present

PLEASE 8£E CHANES. HA

-~ g 49
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A BREIRIAN RSTERARITY / Miami Hersld

BUBY DAY: Mario Chanes started his day by
visiting with former political prisoner Huber

Matos, below. He then went shopping at
Westchester Mall, above, where sister Belen
Chanes (third from left), wife Caridad (fourth
from left) and other well-wishers toasted him
with Cuban coffee. The highiight of the day
came when he visited hig brother Francisco's
grave at Vista Memorial Gardens.

becomes
reality for freed
ant1-Castro foe

. AY BACImA mir s mms




—¢. ™ siimw weirvmw e

His first full day of freedom began when s
reporter rang the doorbell at big sister’s West
Dade bome. The noise awoke Mario Chanes
de Armas, ]t was 8:30.

Within minutes, Chanes and his wife, Cari-
dad, were dressed. As Chanes’ family-in-exile
pr?mq 8 breakfast of fruit and cereal, he
and Caridad walked out onto the small back-
yard in the bright moming sunlight.

And not for the Jast time Thursday, Cuba’s
longest-held political prisoner marveled.

18 time, at the beauty of the grass. .

“At first, I thought it was artificial,”
Chanes said a5 he and his wife strolled around
his sister Belen’s beautifully kept backyard.

PLEASE SEE CHANES, 28
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NES. FROM “Not at all” Chanes shot back. “The where Bolen Chames® husband operates a
Caa # - waste of time was supposting Fidel Castro at m‘scbt_hiu!shop. . .

_ "‘Bnl =:°s g'a.l. hike thcuoﬁtcdom loagel;m the bepinning. Opposing lumlndmmlhe M“Anazq,m &ma@as:‘:led inlo
cojoying. It's all reality now. a 3 my opposition was say duty an /ir- shopping -
dl:a:.."g 6 c :::rlfeg fn!ﬁledinlife.'?: l-'o.mﬁuely. Cubdan exiles flocked 10

Chancs, 67, arvived from Cuba Wednes- Would he do it all over agaia groet him. ) )
damm' Mﬁwdlplg:mm‘n “Like that,” be replied, snapping bis fin- . “xhdcome to hicedom!™ proclaimeed Vic-
a Prison scatence oo . or .
ling (0 kill Fidel Castro. Uniil this week, mwmhmuubam“.a On the way out, Chanes paused at a lttle
Czhddeddh'-mimonwhnm top cxile leader, former fellow political pris- mm‘nﬁgpﬂmmbhhaﬁ

()n%h-uh!,(‘haesmcwn&ni‘s The two men, who met in prison, ¢ Next came & long-awaited visit 10 his
focus of aniention. Everywhere be went he and Laticnd far eaeee then an hour in & plass- brother’s grave st Vista Memoviat Gardens.
was groesed as & heso. People shook his hand. encased gorch kogling out on the lswn Chanes bowed his head mad solemsly
They patted bis back; they kissed him. Tolal Mates toid Chianes sbowt his exile organi- touched the wall of 1he mausoicuns that held
stranges choesed 23 be passed. 2ation, Cube independiente y Democratica, bis brother’s semains. The brothers were

For cveryone, Chancs bad time. A r #ad its aati-Castro activitics inside Cubs. HE  srrested sogetber in 1961, Framcisco was
Cious person, he won friends guickly. He eadedhsviﬂbyutingmneslon‘al seleased from jail in 1984 and. in 1990, died
& kind word for al) -— from sop Cuban Amer- point statement that would be smuggicd 910 of cancer in Fami %

itanludusloon_!msymlanlhedma. Mnfnmwnﬁu(}unam Shostly before 6, Chanes atrived‘l’u_a

“The vom_lbm‘ubog Cuba,” Chancs be would consider the propesal two-bour imerview at WAQL-AM Redio
said at onc point, : bis words to 2 y. Mambi, Miami's most raled Sphnish-
ographer, “is that there are mo A reporter from Radio Marti, the Voice of langnege station, where W3S ONCC again

oplions lef for like America’s Cuba news service, was Chanes® groeted with cheers and applanse

Cuba. New a ficroe Castro foc, he at ene time “Exiles love " he said. “They arc will- from Hevana —

had backed the Cubam leader, j him i-.mm”" fo help you liber- &; ro and the Cudbsn revolution,

from 1he begimning of the Cudon 100 gte Cuba. We are one poople.” siguals oflen interfere with Mismi

hl’?’-&hﬂ!wb('_'ﬂl? afier As the allermosn Chanes® sis-  radio broadeasts, but raeely is one station

B o T T e T it
, X vitilors - town. A must

years of his i in jail, someome The first storc the Westchesier Mall,  afiopie i
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and his advisors, or between such advisors [a)(5) of the PRA| b(6) Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of
P6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy [(b)(6) of the FOIA]

personal privacy [(a)(6) of the PRA] b(7) Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement

purposes |(b)(7) of the FOIA]
C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor's deed b(8) Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of
of gift. financial institutions [(b)(8) of the FOIA|
PRM. Personal record misfile defined in accordance with 44 U.S.C. b(9) Release would disclose geological or geophysical information
2201(3). concerning wells [(b)(9) of the FOIA|

RR. Document will be reviewed upon request.
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OF CALL Previous editions usable

Joe V.
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OF (Organization)

TO:

D PLEASE PHONE P D FTS D AUTOVON

DWILL CALL AGAIN D ISWAITING TO SEE YOU

D RETURNED YOUR CALL D WISHES AN APPOINTMENT
MESSAGE -
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AMERICAN INSTITUTE
FOR FREE LABOR DEVELOPMENT

R e
1015 20TH STREET, NW, WASHINGTON, DC 20036

Telephone: (202) 778-6357
Telcfax: (202) 452-8218
Cable: FREELAS

TELEFAX COVER SHEET

DATE: August 6, 1993

PLEASE DELIVER T0O:

NAME: J. velasquez FAX NUMBER: 456~7929
Deputy Assist., to the Pres.
f/political Affairs

OFFICE: The White House - Rm. 115
TOTAL NUMBER OF PAGES INCLUDING THIS COVER SHEET: 1

FROM: Maria Wolf PHONE: 778/6362

— L]

As requested, the information regarding the driver & vehicle trans-

porting the Chanes' delegation to the White house this afternoon is
as follows:

7 Driver: Ivan Korolevich,g ' f - » -(mwji*

| RSO e e T e —— 1 e i 2 i P o 827 S o i

The vehicle, a light blue 1992 Ford var, has a Vehicle I.D. number as
; follows: IFBJS31HS5NHA35411 (Maryland)

I am sending you the above data while I wait information on the
actual license plate number for the vehicle.
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AMERICAN INSTITUTE
FOR FREE LABOR DEVELOPMENT

1015 20TH STREET, NW, WASHINGTON, DC 20036
Telephone: (202) 659-6300

Telefax: (202) 872-061

Cable:

TELEYAX COVER SHEE?

DATE: August 6, 1993

PLEASE DELIVER THEX FOLLOWING PAGES TO:

NANE: . JOE VELASQUEZ =  FAX NO.: _ ___ 202-4536-7929 _

OFYICE: DPTY ASST. POL. AFFRS, .  LOCATION: ____ Waghington, DC_

TOTAL NUMBER OF PAGES INCLUDING THIS COVER SHEET: _ 1L _

FRON: ____Lourdes Kigtler PHONE: =-778-=
REMARKS
AS PER YOUR REQUEST HFRE 1S THE INFORMATION YOU NEED:

MARIO CHANES DE ARMAS

(b)(6) -

; §
X - (b))

i S— e e e ) ek

{_a_mmms_nn.‘_mn;z (MARIO’S SISTER)
’ (b)(6) §

i
!

JAVIER A. LOPEZ (MARIO'S GREAT-GRAND CHILD)

(b)(6) |
! . ]

EKIIJLIJUl.CJHNDCEH!Rﬂﬁme_
| (b)(6)

i

ey
H
§

|

I SPOKE WITH BAKER AND HE WILL CHECK WITH LANE. BAKER WILL BE CALLING
OR FAXING THE APPROPRIATE INFO TO YOU THIAE MORNING. MIL GRACIAS! |




MEMORANDUM

TO: TRICIA

FR: TARA, JOAN BAGGETT’S OFFICE

DT: 8/6

RE: CARS TO BE CLEARED FOR AFTERNOON PHOTO OP W/ POTUS

The President is doing a photo op this afternoon at 4:05 with
Mario Chanes De Armas, his family, Senator Graham, Congressman
Menendez, and Lane Kirkland and William Doherty of the AFL-CIO.

Could you please clear in the following cars for the Southwest
gate this afternoon at 3:45:

1) A light blue 1992 Ford van, driven by Ivan Korolevich, with
Maryland plates: 475167M will be carrying the Chanes family and
Mr. Doherty.

2) A 1993 Lincoln Town Car, driven by George Mason, with DC
plates 591118 will be carrying Mr. Kirkland.

The photo op should be over by 4:20 or so, so I imagine clearing
the cars for an hour would be plenty of time.

Also, Legislative should be sending you the necessary info on
Sen. Graham and Rep. Menendez to have them cleared for the same
time through the Northwest gate. Could you please confirm with
me at 6257 when you know that we’re all set (to calm my nerves!)
Thanks so much for all of your help!



DATE: 8_/6 /75

FROM: Marcia Hale

ROUTING SLIP

Director of Scheduling & Advance

sser: L) ofpre Op o M0 Uhanes fo(lrmas

TO:

Rahm Emanuel
Mark Gearan
David Gergen
Alexis Herman
Nancy Hernreich
Anthony Lake
Bruce Lindsey
Mack McLlarty
Regina Montoya
Roy Neel

Bernie Nu sbaum

OR YOUR:

Information

COMMENTS:

_

Howard Paster

L////’ John Podesta

Jack Quinn
Carol Rasco
Bob Rubin

Eli Segal

Ann Stock
Christine Varney
David Watkins

Maggie Williams

Sewe @wﬁ-
Advice% Action —

"

George Stephanopolous [~
o
\._/
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_WAccept

__Regret ___Pending

TO:

FROM:

REQUEST:

PURPOSE:

BACKGROUND:

PREVIOUS PARTICIPATION:
DATE AND TIME:
DURATION:

LOCATION:

PARTICIPANTS:

3

IS5 ap. .
Ve I.I D

Marcia L. Hale

Assistant to the President and Director

of Scheduling and Advance

Joan N. Baggett, Assistant to the President and
Director of Political Affairs.

Joe Velasquez, Deputy Assistant to the President for
Political Affairs. :

Steve Ricchetti, Deputy Assistant to the President for
Legislative Affairs, Senate.

Photo opportunity with Mario Chanes de Armas.

Chanes recently arrived in the U.S. after serving thirty
years as a political prisoner in Cuba. This is an
opportunity for the President to express his concern
for international human rights and to demonstrate
solidarity with Cubans and Cuban Americans.

Chanes was a former ally of Castro who opposed
Castro’s turn to Communism. He was arrested and
placed in prison thirty years ago. He refused to accept
“political education,” and thus was known as a
"plantado” or "firmly rooted" political prisoner. He is
supported by the Cuban American Community, the
AFL-CIO and the Florida Democratic Delegation.

None.

August 6, 1993
Ten minutes.
Open.

Mr. Chanes’ wife; his sister, Belen; Representative

elsuwResaslti®n, Scnator Bob Graham,

Representative Robert Menendez and Bill Dougherty,
AFL-CIO.



OUTLINE OF EVENTS:

REMARKS REQUIRED:

MEDIA COVERAGE:

RECOMMENDED BY:

CONTACT:

Meeting with NSC staff. Drop by with President for
photo.

Talking Points will be prepared by Joe Velasquez.
Yes.

Joan N. Baggett, Assistant to the President and
Director of Political Affairs.

Joe Velasquez, Deputy Assistant to the President and
Deputy Director of Political Affairs.
ext. 6257
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ROBERT MENENDEZ
1371 DisTriCt, NEw Jensey

REFLY TO:
3 1631 LonowonTi Houst O.B.
WasingTon, OC 208 1$-3013
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COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS
AND TRANSPORTATION
SvecomMmITTEES:
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION
WATER RESOURCES
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SUBCOMMMTTEES: ’ (20 uw
st e st Bouse of Representatives O 275 Hosanr Sroker
Rashington, BE 20515-3013 ey

ARTS CAUCVS
WISPANIC CAUCUS
UnBAN caveus MEMORANDUM

MAJORITY WHIP AT LARGE

TO: JOE VELAZQUEZ

PROM: CONGRESSMAN BOB MENENDEZ

DATE: 7/30/93

RE: MARIO CHANES DE ARMAS MERTING WITH TEE PRESIDENT

I am writing to respectfully request that the President take
a few minutes to meet with and/or take a photo opportunity with
Mr. Mario Chanes de Armas, the longest serving political
prisoner, to my knowledge, in the 20th century.

Just over a week ago, Mr. Chanes arrived in the United
States after having served 30 years in Castro's jails. By
comparison, Mr. Nelson Mandela served 27 years in racist South
Africa‘'s jails.

Chanes' alleged crime was plotting to kill Fidel Castro and
other former fellow revolutionaries. No evidence was ever
presented, and Chanes to this day maintains his innocence of any
crime. Out of principle, he refused "political re-education" and
the garb of common criminals, for which he paid with beatings and

many other instances of mistreatment and abuse -- as did his
fellow plantados or "firmly rooted" political prisoners.

In 1953, at the age of 26, Mr. Chanes joined with Fidel
Castro in the fateful July 26th attack on the Batista
Dictatorship's Moncada Barracks at Santiago de Cuba. The attack
signalled the beginning of the Cuban Revolution. Batista's men
captured and jailed Chanes for two years. Upon his release, he
rejoined with Castro -- this time in Mexico. In 1956, he
returned with Castro to Cuba on the "Granma" yacht.

Chanes remained Castro's friend and ally for years until
Batista's defeat. Soon afterward, however, the relationship
turned sour. Chanes opposed the Marxist-Leninist direction the
Revolution took and he made what proved to be a fateful mistake:
speaking his mind in opposition to the Castro regime's excegses.

I believe that the President and his National Security and
State Department advisers would be well-advised to meet with Mr,
Chanes. I suggest that the meeting occur during the period of
August S5th through 8th, if possible. This is an excellent

THIS STATIONERY PRINTED ON PAPER MADE OF RECYCLED FIBERS
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The President
Rep. Bob Menendez
Page 2

opportunity for the President to reiterate his principled
advocacy of human rights throughout the world and Cuba. The
meeting would be very well-received and appreciated in the Cuban-
American community. Press coverage of course would be very
beneficial.

Additionally, I suggest that the President invite other
guests, as appropriate: Mr. Chanes' wife; his sister, Belen;
Congressmen or women interested in Cuba, such as Representatives
Ileana Ros-Lehtinen, Lincoln Diaz-Balart, and Torricelli, Sen.
Bill Bradley, Sen. Bob Graham, Sen. Connle Mack; Mr. Eusebio
Penalver, President of the World Federation of Cuban Political
prisoners, Mr. Ralph E. Fernandez, General Counsel for the World
Federation of Former Cuban Political Prisoners; Jack Otero, Dept.
Labor; Bill Dougherty, AFL-CIO; and, Jose Collado, AFL-CIO.

Thank you for your consideration.

Slncerely youyrs,
Robert %ez
MEMBER OF CONGRES _

RM/ppp
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CUBA UPDATE

Mankind is composed of two sorts of man — those who love aud create,
and thoss who hats and deetroy.
Joeé Mart

July/August 1993

MARIO CHANES FINALLY FREE

On July 21, 1993, at the Miami Interaational Airport,
Mario Chanes received & hero's welcoms. An AFL-
CIO delogation inciuding reprecentatives from
Washington, DC end the local labor leadership wers
among the bundreds of well wishars guthered at the
airport.

Tbe AFL-CIO’s international campaign to gain the
freedom of both Mario Chanes and Ernesto Diaz,
lnusched on February 21, 1991, can finally be
declared » success. Diaz was jailod for 23 yoars md
released March 1991, Chanes complsted & 30-year
juil scntence, was released July 1991, but held a
prisoner within the Tsland for two years. Their
“crime® was (0 oppose the commumist dictatorship of
Fidel Castro.

Mario Chanes was borm October 25, 1926, in
Havana, Cvba. At age 21 ho began his wniom
sctivities with the successful organizing of the
Comyuercial Workers' Union sod its annexes in
Havana. As a founding member of this union, he
was itsued his first membership card by the then
CTC General Secretary, Angel Cofifo.

Then 8 26-year-old trade uniomist, he set aside his
goul of becoming a national labor leedar and joined
the pro-democracy sruggle. He participated in the
attack on the Moacads barracks on July 26, 1953, to
Wﬂthmwlhahtimﬁcmonhipudmhmitwm
a democratic vystem. He was captured and sentanced
to 10 years in prison. Ho served 21 momths with
Fidel Castro as his call-mate. Both were released in
1955undero|mudmpromminadbyh
Batista regima.

Chanes migrated to the United States, but five months
later was asked by Castro to join him sboard ths
Vessel “Cranma* for the, now famous, voyage from
Mexico to Cuba in December 1956,

By 1959, within months of Castro's trivimph, Chanss
became convinced that he intanded to establish s
Communist dictatorship. He immediately resigned
his governmenot position and went to work for a
brewery in Havana, whero he resumed his unjon
activities,

Oq July 17, 1961, Chanes was arreatad by Castro's
secuﬁtyfomudougwid:hilbtodm?mmdlight
other trade wmionists. Comvicted by a wilitary
tribunal, Chanes was sentanced to death by o firing
squad and the others to 20 years in priscg.
Fortupately Castro was swayed by some friends and
Chanes’ sentence was commuted o 30 years.

In 1561, the “Plaptado® rebelliousncss surfaced in ths
prisons of Cuba. Chanes was ons of the first
political prisoners to becoms a “plantado.” This
word describes those prisopers who rejectad
indoctrination, resisted prison regulations, refused to
wear prison uniforms, and who endured the harsbest
punishment, In retaliation, they were kept in tiny,
filthy cells subjectod to physical abuse by prison
guards. Becsuse of his defiant status in prison, when
his son, who was bom shortly after his
impriscument, disd in Octobar 1984, hs was not
allowed to attend ths funeral, Chanes later stated,
‘my som would have beem ashamed if [ had
succumbed to the wishes of my tormentors.” He
visited his son's grave immediately upon his release,

"The good news is that Mario Chanes finally can
share his Life with his family and enjoy the liberties
{orwhichluhupddndnnormupﬂee.'uid
AFL-CTO Preaident Lane Kirkland. °*But for the
citizsns of Cuba, the brutal nightmare of the Castro
dictatorship remains. The prisons ase still filled with
men and women whose oaly crime is thair
dissidence, Among them is Rafael Gutiérrez,
President of the Trade Union of Cuban Workers
(USTC)."

20245679298 2
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Grace Prieto
6460 South West 20th Terrace
Miami, Flroida 33155

August 31, 1993

Hon. B1i1l Clinton .
President of the United States
White House

1600 Pennsylvanlia Avenue
wWashington D. C. 20508

Dear Mr. President:

It is with deep regret that I am writing this letter to you. I had
sincerely hoped that for the first time in many years the politicai
environment for Cuban American Democrats would change. Unfortunately
attitudes, contrary to your own, by high level staff members of your
Administration are bringing back bad memories created by the
Adminigtration of former President Jimmy Carter, which the Republican
Party has very successfully taken advantage of for thelr recruitment
efforts of Cuban Americans to the ranks of their Party.

I am particulariy referring, although it is not the sole source of
concern, to the deportation of eight Cuban rafters by the Mexican
government who accidently arrived at Mexican shores during the third
week in August. Seven othersg, including two children, had died
prior to their arrival. On August 19, the Mexlcan government sent
them back to Cuba, even though the refugees desperately begged not
to be deported as they feared for their rfuture in Cuba. Videos of
this deportation were shown on major television stations. It was
cruel and inhumane for Mexico to take this action, even for a nation
that has always had good relations with the 34-year old tirany.

The Cuban American community in Miami, California, New Jersey,

New York, Puerto Rico, and other cities throughout the United States,
held public demonstrations before Mexican consulates, implemented a
boycott of Mexican products and related businesses, sent letters to
the Mexican government, wrote to members of your staff, some initiated
a hunger strike, and political organizations and community leaders
within the Cuban American community dedicated their time and efforts
to persuade the Mexican authorities to request the return of all

eight deported refugees to Mexico from the Cuban government. Finally,
and ten days later, on August 29, these Cubans were returned to

Mexico (it was a good political move for Castro's present agenda).
Today these refugees are awalting for their visas that will allow

them to come to the United States, which was their originally intended
destination. .

There is st1ll something this Administration can 4o in regardas to
this issue; that is to help these people come to the United States,

and to let people know that it is being done.
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While this ordeal was taking place, no statements or even mention

of this issue wag made by any staff member of your Administration.
And, AGAIN, we, Cuban American political activists in the Democratic
Party, many of whom worked extremely hard for your campaign, have

been faced with frustration and embarrassment before this inconceivable
lack of knowledge and interest by a Democratic Administration in our
political affairs; a political Party that 1s so hard to stand up for

in the Cuban American community.

1 am addressing our concerns'to you (because I know many feel the same
way'l do), since I honestly believe that the apathy of some members

of your staff does not reflect your true feelings. I am sure that

had you known about the above situation, you would have acted accord-
ingly.

It 18 becoming very difficult, Mr. President, to continue to provide
excuses for a political Party that continues to ignore our political
situation and the political implications for Democrate in Florida.
I-am afraid our frustration has reached its limits as we f£find there is
very little we can do any more to bring awareness within cour Party.

The purpose of this letter is mainly to request that you check into
this matter and take the necessary steps to change the insensitive
attitudes of some members of your Administration and that they react
in a politically wise manner in the future, and in doing so the
respect that I know you have for all people will be better represented.

Sincerely,

Tiaar Yls

Grace Prieto

/gp

¢c: Hillary Clinton
Warren Christopher
Bruce Lindsay
Richard Feinberg
Alexander Watson
David Wilhelm
Fred Humphries
Terrie Brady
Jogeph Geller



