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MEMORANDUM

TO:
FR:
DT;
RE:

WAVES
TARA BURNS, ASST. TO JOAN BAGGETT 
8/6
CLEARANCE FOR ATTENDEES OF POTUS PHOTO OP THIS AFTERNOON

This is to confrim and add to the list of people attending the 
Photo op with the President this afternoon at 4:05. This is the 
complete list. Could you please clear the following people for 
3:45 this afternoon through the South West gate (they will be in 
two different cars.)

Mario canes De Armas
(b)(6)

Caridad j:hanes
(b)(6)

Belen Chanes De Lopez
: (b)(6) I
L .. .... ........
Javier A. Lopez

i (b)(6) !

William C. Doherty
!................... . '........j
i (b)(6) 1

*nev addition* 
Lourdes Kistler
I i
i (b)(6) i

O ^ ^

Lane Kirland
' (b)(6) ;

kOAf-t

fl'Casc cau
out

ycTA

cesvJjd

olxx

,AL f/10 / 5^ • 6rdi^^W1
(b)(6)

Senator Robert Graham 
Congressman Robert Menende

*now additions—drivers*
George Mason Ivan Korolevich

! (b)(6) ;

7



August 5, 1993 

Photo with
Mario Chanes, Former Political Prisoner in Cuba

DATE:
LOCATION:
TIME:
FROM:

August 6, 1993 
Oval Office 
4:05 p.m.
Joan Baggett 
Joe Velasquez

I. PURPOSE

Mario Chanes recently arrived in the U.S. after serving 
thirty years as a political prisoner in Cuba. He is the 
longest serving political prisoner in the 20th century. 
This is an opportunity for you to express your concern for 
international human rights and to demonstrate solidarity 
with Cubans and Cuban Americans.

II. BACKGROUND

Chanes was a former ally of Castro who opposed Castro's turn 
to Communism. He was arrested and placed in prison thirty 
years ago. He refused to accept "political education," and 
thus was known as a "plantado" or "firmly rooted" political 
prisoner. He is supported by the Cuban American Community, 
the AFL-CIO and the Florida Congressional Delegation.

Mr. Chanes' visit to Washington, D.C., is being sponsored by 
the AFL-CIO.

III. PARTICIPANTS

Mario Chanes' wife; his sister, Belen; Senator Bob Graham, 
Representative Robert Menendez and Jim Baker, AFL-CIO.

Staff: Joe Velasquez, Deputy Assistant to the President and 
Deputy Director of Political Affairs.

IV. PRESS PLAN 

Closed Press

V. SEQUENCE OF EVENTS

* Participants will arrive at the White House, you will 
greet them and then a photo will be taken.

VI. REMARKS 

None
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ITHf-TASSIFlEB

.TncptPHY - WftPTO CHWES PE-^Sm

Mario Chanes ' t|ns" ' he^f°°9W°alongsldo Castro In
earliest and <=1°®®®* f^onSadf «my barricks, for which he
ee?ver«‘'Bon?hs°?n prlson,_^and^sailed^wm^Castro on^ ^e^^

aS""“ and^?op?is“ed ^the Batista goverraaent until It fell 

on January 1, 1959.
• ^ •t'he course Castro was taking/

In 1960/ disillusioned with ^ brewery (Chanes was a
he resumed his til 1953) and started speaking outunion activist from until 1953^ sentenced at a
against the regime. Arrested participating in a
closed trial to ^cLtro a charge he rejects. His
plan to assassinate ij, prison. His only son wassentence was commuted to 30 ^ ^ lived to the age of

.t the tl»e of W®,^®lrel?4rn"herisph:r“^

violation of international personal decision to both
kee^hln S^ere^L long, and to let hi. go.

Mario Chanes de Aroas °i.ntL°“--"cLan
pi^ntr^dos historicos to depa constant abuse^for rejecting 
political prisoners to wear the prisonApolitical —^are Long the bravest human
uniform worn by common criminals 
rights heros of our time.
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MAJORITY WHIP AT LARGS

TO: JOE VELA2QX7SZ
FROM: CQEGEESSKAN BOB MENBHDEZ
DATE: 7^0/93
RE: MAftIO CHANES DE ARMAS MEETING WITH TEE PRESIDENT

1 ajn writing to respectfully request that the President take 
a few minutes to meet with and/or take a photo opportunity with 
Mr. Mario Chanes de Armas, the longest serving political 
prisoner, to my Icnowledge, in the 20th century.

Just over a week ago, Mr. Chanes arrived in the United 
States after having served 30 years in Castro's jails. By 
comparison, Mr. Nelson Mandela served 27 years in racist South 
Africa's jails.

chanes* alleged crime was plotting to kill Fidel Castro and 
other former fellow revolutionaries. No evidence was ever 
presented, and Chanes to this day maintains his innocence of any 
crime. Out of principle, he refused "political re-education" and 
the garb of common criminals, for which he paid with beatings and 
many other instances of mistreatment and abuse - - as did his 
fellow plantados or "firmly rooted" political prisoners.

In 1953, at the age of 26, Mr. Chanes joined with Fidel 
Castro in the fateful July 26th attack on the Batista 
Dictatorship's Moncada Barracks at Santiago de Cuba. The attack 
signalled the beginning of the Cuban Revolution. Batista's men 
captured and jailed Chanes for two years. Upon his release, he 
rejoined with Castro -- this time in Mexico. In 1956, he 
returned with Castro to Cuba on the "Granma" yacht.

Chanes remained Castro’s friend emd ally for years until 
Batista's defeat. Soon afterward, however, the relationship 
turned sour. Chanes opposed the Marxist-Leninist direction the 
Revolution took and he made what proved to be a fateful mistake: 
speaking his mind in opposition to the Castro regime's excesses.

I believe that the President and his National Security and 
State Department advisers would be well-advised to meet with Mr. 
Chanes. I suggest that the meeting occur during the period of 
August 5th through 8th, if possible. This is an excellent

THIS STATIONCirr FMNTfD ON PAPER MADE OF RfCTCLfD FIBERS
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Th« President 
Rep. Bob Menendez 
Page 2
opportxinity for the President to reiterate hie principled 
advocacy of human rights throughout the world and Cuba. The 
meeting would be very well-received and appreciated in the Cuban- 
American community. Press coverage of course would be very 
beneficial.

Additionally, I suggest that the President invite other 
guests, as appropriate; Mr. Chanes' wife; his sister, Helen; 
Congressmen or women interested in Cuba, such as Representatives 
Ileana Ros-Lehtinen, Lincoln Diaz-Balart, and Torricelli, Sen. 
Bill Bradley, Sen. Bob Greiham, Sen. Connie Mack; Mr. Eusebio 
Penalver, President of the World Federation of Cuban Political 
prisoners, Mr. Ralph E. Fernandez, General Counsel for the World 
Federation of Former Cuban Political Prisoners; Jack Otero, Dept. 
Labor; Bill Dougherty, AFL-CIO; and, Jose Collado, AFL-CIO.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely ^yoyrs.

RM/ppp

Robert He^ndez 
MEMBER 07 CONGRBS

/
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mto*««iSS5^ CUBA UPDATE
Masldad U compowd of two wns of man ~ lbo«e wbo tov* tod ctmIo, 

tod tbOM wbo hito and deetroy.
JoadMutf

July/Auguat 1993

MARIO CHANES FINALLY FREE
Oa July 21.1W3. at tfn Miami Intwaadoiival Aiiport. 
Marla aumea received a beiO*i wakotoe. Aa AFL> 
CIO deksatiaii includiaf repieceatadvea from 
WeahiagtoQ, I>C and the local labor li«A»thip wen 
amoag the husdrada of well wUhara tethered at tba 
airport.

The AFL-QO*! intematiooal campaita io S*ut tba 
frMdoffl of both Mario C^aet aod Enttato D(u, 
lauadud o& February 21, 1991, can fiirally be 
declared a fucceaa. Dial wea jailed for 23 yaurt and 
released March 1991. Chases completed a 30>year 
jail tasteace, was relesaed July 1991, but held a 
prisoner within the Island for two yean. Their 
’crime* was 10 oppose the communist dictstonhip of 
Fidel Castro.

Mario rhanes wu bom October 23, 1926, in 
Havana. Cobe. At a(a 21 he began hia unioo 
activitiea with the successful organiriag of the 
Commercial Workers’ Union and itt annexes in 
Havens. Ai a founding tnember of this ucioii, be 
was issued his first memberdiip card by the then 
CTC Genenl Secretary, Angel Cofido.

Then a 26-yeaX'Old trade uniooist, be set aside his 
goal of becoming a narirvul labor leader aod joined 
the pro-den»cncy struggle. He paitidpaied in the 
atta^ on the Moocada bamcki od July 26, 1933, to 
overthrow the Batiata dktaloiship and r^lnee it widi 
a democratic system. He was captured sad 
to 10 yean in priaon. Be sarved 21 momfai with 
Fidel Castro as hia call-mate. Both were letoseed in 
1955 under a general amoeAy program issued by the 
Batista regime.

Chaoea migrated to the United Statea, but five mootfaa 
later wu aaked by Castro to join him aboard (be 
veaael ‘Oianma* ftv the, now Cuaoua, voyage from 
Mexico to Cube in December 1936.

By 1959, wi&in tnmths of Caatio'i triumph, f**>a«*a 
became convinced that be intwnded to establlah a 
Crtiwmimiir dictatorship. He immediately ncigDed 
hia government poalti^ and went to woifc for a 
brewery in Havana, whcie he reeumed hia union 
activities.

Oq July 17, 1961, Chines wu arreeted by Castro’s 
security forces along widt his brother Paco and sight 
other trade unionists. Canvieted by a military 
tribunal, Chaoea wu amtiooed to death by e firing 
squad and the othan to 20 yean in priaon. 
Fortunately Castro wu cwsyed by some frieoda and 
Chanes' acDtance wu oomnsited to 30 yean.

In 1961, the 'Flaotado* rebelliotiaoen surfaced in the 
piisou of Cuba. Chines wu one of the first 
political priaonen to become a 'plaatado.' Thia 
word describes dtoee ptiacoen wlm rejected 
mdoctrination, resiated piiaoa regulatiooa, refused to 
wear priaon uniforms, snd who sodored the haisbast 
punishment. In retaliadon, they were kq>t in tiny, 
filthy cells subjected to phytical ebuK by prison 
guai^. BecauM of his defiam status in priaon, when 
hia son, wbo wu bom ahoitly after hia 
impriaoniDeol, died in October 1984, he wu not 
allowed to attend the funeral. later
'my eon would have been uhamad if I bed 
succumbed to the wishes of my tonoeators.' He 
visited hia son’s grave immediately upon hia release,

‘The good newt is that Mario ChaiMs finally can 
share his life with his frinily and etyoy dte UbartiM 
for which be hu paid such an enonaous price,' said 
AJFL-CIO Piesidait Lane gri^iapd, 'But for the 
citizgos of Cube, Ae kutal nightmare of foe Castro 
dictatonhip remains. The priaona are still filled with 
man and women wbou only crinm is their 
disaidence. Among them la Rafoel Outidrrez, 
Presidoit of the Trade Union of Cuban Workers 
(USTC).*
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MARIA VICTORIA ARIAS 
JOHN R. CHRISTENSEN 
HELIO OB LA TORRE 
RBTER H. EDWARDS 
JAMES r. HARRINGTON 
ALAN O. KIRNIS
Elisabeth d. kozlow

LISA A. LCRNER 
H. HUOH MCCONNELL 
OSCAR R. RIVERA 
STEVEN M. BIECrRIED

law ornces
SIEGFRIED, KIPNIS, RIVERA, LERNER S

SUITE HOB
SOI ALHAMBRA circle 
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BROiiVAiie (aos) Tai-ii34 
TAX (SOB)
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DAWM FRIBDKIN 
1-202-4S6-2215 
1-202-456-2823
MARIA VICTORIA ARIAS ^ 

(305) 443-3292 
(305) 442-3334

RB: MARIO CHAHBS DB ARMAS 

1993DATE: August 5,
TIME: 3:42 pm
NUMBER OF PAGES TO FOLLOW:

MESSAGE: Thank you for calling ms. Attached are the newspaper
articles which appeared in the Miami Herald in July, 
1993.
Perhaps (if possible) it would be wise to make a 
statement to the effect that this meeting wae possible 
due to the efforts of the Cuban Democrats in New Jersey 
and Miami.

Xbe InfoiMtloa cxntslasd in this trsnsalsslCB la sttonsy prlTllsssd sad oonfidsatisl. It Is 
latandsd only for ths uss of tho ladiTldusl or sntlty nsMsd abors. If tbe rosder of this Msssye 
Is not tiio latsBdsd roolplsat, yon srs bsrsby aotlflsd that say dlasaiilnstlnii, diatrltatloa or cagy 
of this riBMiiiliistdm Is strletly proMhItod.
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'Fidel Castro is hading Cuba .y to 
a holocaust,' Mario Chanes said.

mlWMM
mm

and
wt«a,CvkiBd.sharolntheJoy.

Castro foe jailed 

30 years is hailed 

by Miami exiles
H0f099Vnf*niV

in Cuba. Fidel Camo ta* 
jelled thouBBode ^P«o^ 
politial reaioni. But only one
— int*J ally o< CMUo—wu
held (hr 30 of Ilia 34 yvaritiM 
Cubaa lodee hae neeo in
power. , .Mann fthanca de AniiM. 
the longett^d j^tlical pni- 
(iner In Cuba, arrived 
Wedneiday «» an emotional 
and ..... .............*'

oaman new* and report^ 
Oince’ flni wotdi os U J.

’^“Rdd *iTlleadin« 
C'ufca to dittiier, to a bolo- 
ctwi." Cha^ interview at hli nalerS W« 
Dade home, whCTe he will ba 
luyisa. “Cuba under Caitro 
it a tntal dliasf r. It ii bw^ 
ina tlM embamument or me 
wm.**No diaioeuo with Coius. be 

Biinimh him even morertJ5&uTi:is
he complatad Im pr>»<* »*“•

Mon than 350 wildly cheer- 
tn| callea walwmrt Chanet, 
thoutini “Down With Cat* 
trol" and “Lon| Live Fncc 
Tuhal" Tiny waved ilau uii» 
ini death to CaetTO.A fiail-iookini, wbitc- 
htired man in a dart auiU 
Chtnet, had little time to 
aeknovi'icdta the eheen m 
thouti. Airjiofi leourity ofTi'
r««« unA farnilV fnemOCf)

t(UbV|P> • W»—- ---------rtslp tbrou$h diplomatic 
pretturc by tha world a 
democraciee. . ^Chanm* arrival doted 
nificinl ehepter In Cubu bi»- 
toty. U wu marked with mn> 
fate not only in Miami but in
’'iS’C.SjSiMUFi.,
had a U.&. flag flown over int US. Capitol in honor of

inOUTV. Airpnri •wmbibj9«n tod ftmily Trembefi 
whlikad him efflo a waitina 
ear followed by a twaim of

Ctpitdl ...........—_Chanel' arrival. Orn Wil- 
bami. an aide to htao, imd 
the leiiatot plans to preieat

PLtA$eaet chamb. Wa

a ae



CuDan wha WfW
30 years arrives 

- still defiant
CHANES, FROM 1A

Chanes with the

Plantado. Spanish for standing 
dewribed stubborn prisoners wjuW not 
otv« in to orison regulations, who

P.3

11» Jc
vfwm

hoses, sticks or bayonets.

■• always dwied the chargw.
Chanes’ rqection of Cwtro wm 

the revolution from the ground floor.

sSSsiilaf%4s»
\ relaunched the sttuggle against dictator Fulgen- 
‘ cio Batisu.

I ^edging loyalty to the ideals of Cuban Indepen-
• SenS hero Jow Marti, not to communism.
‘ “W« believed in a Young lawyer wh^ we' thoilght Embodied the Marti goals/’Chanw
: said in an interview in Havana shortly afler 
i| being released July 16, 1991.
1. Chanes has not changed his mind about Cas-

fe/;-'..:::
;■■■■ V'„:

laeratitaMO / Mumi HWSI4 iMi
W6LC0MID tY DCRJSt Mario Chanoa da 
Armas waves to crowd at Miami’s airport.

*Any kind of dialogue or 

negotiation with Castro ts a 

waste of time,'
HAMO CHANES

tro. He cant be trusted,, he said dwng a 20- 
JSiute interview at bis sister’s house.

”A«y kiiKi <rf <lUlo»«„«J n3«..ao.

teillnaoepple 
him. He » a tyrant.
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‘Fidel Castro is leading Cuba ...to 
a holocaust, 'Mario Chanes said.
if;-:«,

FAe^Y eetCLii M^rio Chtrwt (to Armu M grt«ttd by««« 
Alehia. M Blotort Morwds*. top lift, sno Baton, »p «igm, •nd
w(to, CartdAd. thare In tht )oy.

Castro foe jailed 

30 years is hailed 

by Miami exiles
Rsaas*'In Cub*, fi<lel C»«m hu Jiikd thounodt oT pcoi^ tor 
pnlitieal (MMi* But only ou 
— »n old *By of Cotre —'rti 
hdd tor 30 of til* J4 fMrt tto 
C\ib*n Itadtr ha ban m
POWfTi

Martn Chinn di Amii, 
ibt loomt^ld polUieal prl«< 
ontr m Cub*, imved 
Wednndiy tn an amotional 
and uhiotic racepfion at Miami InlamatioiuJ Airport, 
two yean ad five dayi aAar 
ha sompklod hi* priion len- 
tetioa.Mon than 350 wildly choe*^ 
Inf aKilti wdoomad Cbanea, iMutina “Down With Ca*> 
liul" and “Lon» Live Free 
Cubal" Thty w«ml Mgoi urp 
in* death to Caitra.

A rrail-lookin*. white- 
haired man in a dark luit, 
Cbanev 6t, had little time to 
Qoknowtodpi the chew* and 
thout>- Airpon Mcunty ofl>* 
can and family memben 
whldtid bin olT to a waiUna 
ear followed by a swarm of

oaman eitn** and ropoctm.Chanel' lira words on U,S. 
aoU wen fiahtln* word* “FlAd iSiln) li to^"« 
Cuba to diaaaier, to a nolo- 
c«u*L“ Qtanoi aaid in an “Slew at hi* W«*t 
Dade boma, where be win ba 
sttyina “Cuba under Caitro 
ji 1 total diiaiur. It ii baeom- 
ina tha tmbarrastment nf the 
world." .No diiloauc with Castro, ba 
lined. Pualtb him even more h/^lni tha U.S. tftda 
tmbaiao. Force Castro to 
ratian thniupb diplomatic 
pretiure by tha wroridH 
democtaciea. . . ^ ,Chanai' amvai clotad a •li' 
oifieant chapter In Cul^ hia- 
tory. It wa* marited with fan- 
fhre not only io Miami but laaajrfkfl

_____ ____ jovariba
. , CapltS^ in honor <rf 
Chflnn’ airival. Orea W^ 
liami, *n aide to MacL wid 
the lanator plans to preaent

HfAMSBE CHAIOB. «A

a a*
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BUSY DAY: Mario Chanat atartad hte day by 
visiting with former political prisonar Hubar 
Matoa, balow. Ha than went shopping at 
Westchester Man, above, where sister Belen 
Chanes (third from left), wife Carldad (fourth 
from left) and other well-wishers toasted him 
with Cuban coffee. The highlight of the day 
came when he visited his brother Francisco's 
grave at Vista Memorial Gardens.
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Dream becomes 

reality for freed 

anti-Castro foe

r



HXrWSlinWfitir
His first full day of freedom began when a 
reporter rang the doorbell at his ns^s West 

- Dade home. The noise awoke Mario Chanei 
de Armas. It was 8:30.

Within minutes, Chanes and his wife, Cari. 
dad. were dressed. As Chanes’ family.iiMxile 
Prgwwl a breakfast of fruit and cereal, be 
and Candad walked out onto the small back­
yard in the bright morning sunlight 

And not for the last time Thursday, Cuba’s 
lon^t'held political prisoner marveled.

This time, at the beauty of the grass.
At fim, I thought it was artificial,'’ 

Chanes said as he and his wife strolled around 
his sister Bclen’s beautifully kept backward.

PLSASESEe CHANfig, 3t

Ex-tencied Pa9e

W- ::
fe i;



juiy?3. 1993

Dream becomes reality on Castro foe’s Dret day of freedonsU tr
CMAMEI. ^nou« **“^“^ *^**^* *

“Ufee that - he leplieil. wapnim. bis fia. **Wekome to bccdomT firociaiiMil Vic-
tor Ada

^sar,"■—sSSS'^ -^Sitesaasi*■eauasMoa Oie^. Chaaes baa«il his head ««| *otem®ly

OHI n » real, use me Rccdoai I’m cajoysf^. Ii s aU reality no». Ko hmier a
fllCMI.

Chancs. 67. anived from Caba Wedaes.
da^ two years aad 6«e days after exHaakbam
a 3l>year pmoa aeofcaoeoa cbamesdral^

They
d

's
he

his back; they kL_ 
bepatsed.

Si?SM!S?5^^?cSiSS*Se^ ^^*Sketto hT*| Jtf FSaSro^Ss

bias. Total 

A

waavaw nim V6W HBU BOICBbBJtjo«*ed |hc wall of the matisntrwm that held 
b» bretber's maaras. The broihcxs were
—------------ -----^ - w ^-----------------a ■ ■ • . ^ •

a kind word for aft
jai«««««^do.Wbesai«*le^^fi*^yyh.P”Pfeto lesid Cwm. Oumes SS&T»3Sr 6 Chancs arriee.

said at one point. addRssmgbbworS^ uagt^^AaThe awwIJ consate the proposal looftow taleniiew'at WaQI-AM
A Radio Marti, the Voieertf iSSlSi.^SS?A icpoitcr froas Radio Marti, the Voiee of 

Amcrica> Chba news service. ^

ived ^ a
.. ------.iM Radio
bi^y rated Spbais^

options left for people like 
After hreakfosl,anmmndc«i

jowydiR*. Chnnet icflecled _________

srasB-a-.s-A-ssttstsar-

Iroaically. the fatal hour of the Mambi 
B«r was abnesl totally blacked oat by a 

RiDaa ai^ fnaa Havaaa » a bsoadcasl
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August 5, 1993 

Photo with
Mario Chanes, Former Political Prisoner in Cuba

DATE;
LOCATION:
TIME:
FROM:

August 6, 1993 
Oval Office 
4:05 p.m.
Joan Baggett 
Joe Velasguez

I. PURPOSE

Mario Chanes recently arrived in the U.S. after serving 
thirty years as a political prisoner in Cuba. He is the 
longest serving political prisoner in the 20th century. 
This is an opportunity for you to express your concern for 
international human rights and to demonstrate solidarity 
with Cubans and Cuban Americans.

II. BACKGROUND

Chanes was a former ally of Castro who opposed Castro's turn 
to Communism. He was arrested and placed in prison thirty 
years ago. He refused to accept "political education,” and 
thus was known as a "plantado” or "firmly rooted” political 
prisoner. He is supported by the Cuban American Community, 
the AFL-CIO and the Florida Congressional Delegation.

Mr. Chanes' visit to Washington, D.C., is being sponsored by 
the AFL-CIO.

III. PARTICIPANTS

Mario Chanes' wife; his sister, Belen; Senator Bob Graham, 
Representative Robert Menendez and Jim Baker, AFL-CIO.

Staff; Joe Velasquez, Deputy Assistant to the President and 
Deputy Director of Political Affairs.

IV. PRESS PLAN 

Closed Press

V. SEQUENCE OF EVENTS

* Participants will arrive at the White House, you will 
greet them and then a photo will be taken.

VI. REMARKS 

None
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ROBERT MENENDEZ
13TN DitTKICt, NlW JlR*|T

V COMMrTTEE ON PUBUC WORKS 
AND TRANSPORTATION

SvwoMMnrtes:

SUftPACC T«A»«fp(rT*T)ON 
WATER RESOURCES 

KONOMiC PEVHOPMfirr

COMM ITT ee ON FOREIGN AFFAIRS
SURCOMMIttEEE:
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eias^ington, BC 20515-3013
MBMORMTOUM

TO;
□ 1t)1 LOMWOKTN HOUti O.B.

Wa«ii«ottw. DC 20»1»-)013 
DISTnCT OFFICES:

□ 911 Avenue
JlKirr OTV. MJ 07306

(201) 222.2628

□ 6S4 Avtnut C 
Batomn. NJ 07002

(201)623-2900

□ 27S Hooam STttr 
PcRTnAMor. NJ 08861

(808)324-6212

Majority whip at large

TO: .TOE VELAZQUEZ
FROM: CONGRESSMAN BOB MENSNDEZ
DATE: 7/30/93
RE: MARIO CRANES OE ARMAS MEETING WITH TEE PRESIDENT

1 am writing to respectfully request that the President take 
a few minutes to meet with and/or take a photo opportunity with 
Mr. Mario chanes de Armas, the longest serving political 
prisoner, to my knowledge, in the 20th century.

Just over a week ago, Mr. Chanes arrived in the United 
States after having served 30 years in Castro's jails. By 
comparison, Mr. Nelson Mandela served 27 years in racist South 
Africa's jails.

chanes' alleged crime was plotting to kill Fidel Castro and 
other former fellow revolutionaries. No evidence was ever 
presented, and Chanes to this day maintains his innocence of any 
crime. Out of principle, he refused "political re-education" emd 
the garb of common criminals, for which he paid with beatings and 
many other instances of mistreatment and abuse --as did his 
fellow plantados or "firmly rooted" political prisoners.

In 1953, at the age of 26, Mr. Chanes joined with Fidel 
Castro in the fateful July 26th attack on the Batista 
Dictatorship's Moncada Barracks at Santiago de Cuba. The attack 
signalled the beginning of the Cuban Revolution. Batista's men 
captured and jailed Chanes for two years. Upon his release, he 
rejoined with Castro -- this time in Mexico. In 1956, he 
returned with Castro to Cuba on the "Granma" yacht.

Chanes remained Castro's friend and ally for years until 
Batista's defeat. Soon afterward, however, the relationship 
turned sour, chanes opposed the Marxist-Leninist direction the 
Revolution took and he made what proved to be a fateful mistake: 
speaking his mind in opposition to the Castro regime's excesses.

I believe that the President and his National Security and 
State Department advisers would be well-advised to meet with Mr. 
Chanes. I suggest that the meeting occur during the period of 
August 5th through 8th, if possible. This is an excellent

THIS STATIONERY FRINTfO ON PAPER MADE OF RECYCLED FIBERS



' ;_UL-31-1993 06:22 FROM CONG. MENENDE2. D.C. 94567929 P.03

The President 
Rep. Bob Menendez 
Page 2
opportunity for the President to reiterate his principled 
advocacy of human rights throughout the world and Cuba. The 
meeting would be very well-received and appreciated in the Cuban- 
American community. Press coverage of course would be very 
beneficial.

Additionally, I suggest that the President invite other 
guests, as appropriate: Mr. Chanes' wife; his sister, Belen; 
Congressmen or women interested in Cuba, such as Representatives 
Ileana Ros-Lehtinen, Lincoln Diaz-Balart, and Torricelli, Sen. 
Bill Bradley, Sen. Bob Graham, Sen. Connie Mack; Mr. Eusebio 
Penalver, President of the World Federation of Cuban Political 
prisoners, Mr. Ralph E. Fernandez, General Counsel for the World 
Federation of Former Cuban Political Prisoners; Jack Otero, Dept. 
Loibor; Bill Dougherty, AFL-CIO; and, Jose Collado, AFL-CIO.

Thank you for your consideration.

!endezRobert
MEMBER OF CONGRES;

RM/ppp

/



ppv BY'.Xerox Telecopier 7020 ; 8- 4-83 i12:48PM coin Q3-* 2024S567Sk:a.« L

CUBA UPDATE
Mnldiid it cruupowd of two fortf of mn ~ ibow wbe tovo tod cmie, 

nd tbOM who hiti and destroy.
JoedMutf

Tuly/Augoit 1993

MARIO CHANES FINAXXY fR£E
On July 21, 1993, at the Miami Twtefnari/imi Aiipoit, 
Mario Chanet raceivad a hmo’a welcoma. An AFL* 
CIO dele|«tion including rqnsaentadvee ftom 
Washington, DC and die local labor wan
among the hundrada of well wishart getheied at the 
aiipoft.

The AFL-CIO’i international to gain the
freedom of both Mario Qenea and Emeato Diaz, 
launched on February 21, 1991, can finally be 
decland a wcceM, Dial WM jailed for 23 yeara and 
released Much 1991. Chenee completed a 30>year 
jail sentence, wni rele&aad July IMl, but hold a 
prisoner within the Island for two yean. Their 
'crime* was to oppose the commimiat dictatorship of 
Fidel Castro.

Mario Chinea was bom October 23, 1926, in 
Hivani, Cuba. At age 21 he began hia unioD 
activitiea with the aucceeafol organizing of the 
Commerciil Workers’ Union and ita annezee in 
Havana. Aa a founding member of this unkn, he 
was issued his fii^ memberriiip card by the then 
CTC General Secretary, Angel Cofiflo.

Then a 26-year'Old tnda unionist, he set aside hie 
goal of a iibor Ueder and joined
the pro^moczMy struggle. He paiticvaled in the 
attack on the Moscada barracks on July 26,1953, to 
overthrow the Batiata dktatonhip and replace it with 
a democratie systeoL He was captured end aeoteeced 
to 10 yean in prison. Re earved 21 nmmhi with 
Fidel Castro aa hia call-mate. Bodi were released in 
1955 under a general amnesty prognm tyy Am 
Batista reglma.

Chaaes migrated to the United States, but five nmoths 
later was asked by Castro to join him ibonid the 
vessel 'Orenma* ^ the, now fiunoua, voyage from 
Mexico to Cube in Oeeember 1956.

By 1959, wifoin months of Castro's triumph, 
became convinced that be <"«**to eitabUah a 
rommimigt dictitonhip. Ha inunediately naigBed 
hia govanimect podtion nd went to woik to a 
brewery in Havana, when ha naumed hia union 
activitiei.

On July 17, 1961, Otanea was amatad by Castro’s 
security fercea along widt his brother Paco and aight 
other trade unionieta. Convicted by ■ military 
tribunal, Chanea wta sentenced to death by a firing 
squad and tha otfaan to 20 yean in prison. 
Fortunately Castro was swayed by some friends and 
Chnnee’ scoUmce was oommuted to 30 yean.

In 1961, the 'Plaotado* r^Uiounoflas aurficed in the 
prisons of Cube. Chanee was one of the fust 
political priaenen to become a *plaotado.' Thia 
word describee those ptieonen who rejected 
indoctrination, resisted prison regulitiona, refused to 
wear prison unifonna, and who andored the haiahast 
punishment. In tetaliatloa, duy were kq>t in tiny, 
filthy cells subjected to physical abuse by prison 
gusto. Because of his defiant status in prison, whan 
hia son, who was bom shortly after hia 
impriarament, diad in October 1984, he was not 
allowed to attend tha foaetal. Qian—
*my aon would have been Mhanvsd if I had 
succumbed to the wiahea of my tonanuon.* He 
visited his son’s grave Inupadietely upon hia release.

'The good news is that Mario Cbuai finally can 
share hia life with his femily and e^joy the libertiee 
for which be has paid such an enoriDoiis price,* raid 
AFL-CIO Preeidoot Lone Kiricland. 'But to the 
citiziDS of Cuba, fee biutal aightmere of die Cestio 
dtctatofihip remaina. The prisons are trill filled with 
min and woman whoaa only crime is UMir 
disiidence. Among them is Bafe*! Ouridrrez, 
President of the Trade Union of Cubu Workers
(uyrc).'



PUG 05 '93 16:03 FL CG SIEGFRIED & KIPNIS P.l

LAW opricce
SIEGFRIED, KIPNIS, RIVERA, LERNER & DE LA TORRE, P.A.

MARIA VICTORIA ARIAS
JOHN R. Christensen 
HELIO OB LA TORRE 
PETER H. EDWARDS 
JAMES r. HARRINGTON 
ALAN G. KIRNIS 
EUSASETH D. KOZLOW 
LISA A. LERNER 
M. HWOM MCCONNELL 
OSCAR R. RIVERA 
STEVEN M. SIEOrRIED

DANIEL OAVIS, R.C. 
rORENSie CONSULTANT

SUITE HOE
EOl ALHAMBRA circle 

CORAL GABLES, FLORIDA SSI3R 
3ADC OOS)

BROWARO (3DBI 7SMI3A 
FAX (SOB) RRS-JESa

BOCA RATON OFFICE 
EAHCTUARV CENTRE

Atoo north Federal hichrav

aUlTE 30I-A
BOCA RATON. Florida ebadi 

(ROT) 3BB-OIOO

OF COUNSEL

KERRY A. OREENWALO 
BOCA RATON. FLORIDA (407) 3BS-OEOO

HENRY PAUL JOhnSON 
NAPLES. FLORIDA (SiB) SBl-Ol3>

File no.

REPLY TO;

;^Ay TRAW8MTTTAL SHEET

T0>
FAX «t 
PHOHB «t
FRONI 
FAX «l 
FBONS »! 
FILS «i

DAim FRIBDXIN
1*202-456-2215
1-202-456-2823

HARIA VICTORIA ARIAS
(305)
(305)

443-3292
442-3334

RB: MARIO CHAMIg PS ARMAS
DATE: August 5, 1993
TIME: 3:42 pm
NUMBER OF PAGES TO FOLLOW:

KB8SAGB: Thank you for calling ms. Attached are the newspaper
articles which appeared in the Miami Herald in July, 
1993.
Perhaps (if possible) it would be wise to make a 
statement to the effect that this meeting was possible 
due to the efforts of the Cuban Democrats in New Jersey 
and Miami.

^ Intoraatloa oontslaad in this trsnsalsslea is sttornsr priTilsgsd sad oonfidsntial. it is
utEHwIed only for the uss of the IndiTldiial or sntlty------* ataova. Zf the resiter of this Besssga
U ^ tlw iateuM rocUplaat, you sro haraby aotlfiad that say dlBassilnstlnn, distribnfcioa or cxvy
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'Fidel Castro is leading Cuba ...to 
a holocaust, ‘ Mario Ckanss said.

m:§

wMo, Cvlikd. thirt In tfw Pf.

Castro foe jailed 

30 years is hailed 

by Miami exiles
sssssfsr*"In Cubi, FideJ Ciitro 
iilled thousaod* viT people (bf 
politictl Ktioni. But only one 
-iaoW»llYOt;C^-»iU 
held for 30 of the 34 ywit tlM 
CuUa loder hai nen in 
power.M*no Chines de Annu. 
Uut longeit^ield _polUieil pris* 
oner In Cube, ernved 
Wedneiday to m emotionel 
and eheotic fwption it 
MiKitl leumiUODSl Airoon, 
two yean end five diyi after 
he compleiid ln» pri»<» «n-

then 350 wildly cheer- 
ln| oUes wflwmed Chen**f 
iboutine “Down With Cae- 
trel" end “Lonf Live F«ce 
r.ui^l" They waved tleni ur»- 
ini death to Ciitro.

A fwil-lookin*., Whitt- 
haired min In a dare tuiU 
Chanet, 67, had little time to 
scknowledga lh« chep ^ •houti. Airport nourity ofTi- 
9«n tod nembefi
wUiked him offto a waiti^ 
car followed by o swarm of

onmsia strm andCharuai’ first wwdi on Ui

Cuba to dittiter, to a bolo- 
caurt." Cha^ said in m 
interview at hii liittrS Wp 
Dade home, where he iMll ba 
stayinSi “Cuba under Castro 
isa total disaster. It iibwarm- 
id! the eabamsitnent or me

No diaioeuc with Caitio. b* 
Pufust) bun niw 

by keeplni the UJ. uadc 
embarip. Force Casrro to rcsip tbrvruih diplomatic 
pressure by tba wvrio s 
deniocrsciea

Chanes' iiiival dosed a M* 
nificani ehapter In Cuban his­
tory. It was marked with fisn- 
fare not only in Miami but in 
Wishiniioc as wdl.

San. Umnie Mack, R-Fla.. 
had a IJ.S. Caf flown over the 
U.S. Capiad jtt Chanet' iinvtl. Orw Wd- 
bams, an tide to Made, said 
die senator plani to present

neisFds gmambs. im

a «•



Cuban whS 

30 years arrives 

- still defiant

P.3

CHANE8, FROM 1A
Chanes with the

"rhlaTw.“Mi!j.»£^e-«
Planiado. Spanijh for , f’™:

described stubborn pnsonen ^hojvouW not 
give in to prison regulations.

hoses, sticks or bayonets.
Plantado rebelliousness surfaced In the pns- 

onsofOib.i«on charges of plotting to kill Castro. He hu 
' always cwied tttc charges.

Chanes’rejection of Castro wM p^i^^

the revolution from the ground Hoot.
He was with astro during the attack on the

riiw i‘i4°'aSS'4 MpSo to Cuba in 1956, when the revolution^es 
\ relaunched the struggle against dicutor Fulgen- 
‘ cio Batista.
i Within months of Cwtro’s .triumph 
. 1959, Chanes became disiUusioned wA
i tro. who as a young, fiery attorney had initially 
’ captured the imagination <rf many Cubwt by 
1 pledging loyalty to the ideals of Cuban Indepcn- • denS hero Jose Marti, not to communism.
‘ “We believed in a vonng lawyer wh^ we 
' thought embodied the Marti 
: said in an intemew in Havana shortly afier 
■j being released July 16, 1991.
1. Chanes has not changed his mind about Cas«

M’’--

MOTMMMN/tMmlHMMIMI
WELCO&IED tY EXHJti Mvto ChanM do 
Armoo wavoi to crowd at Mloml'o olrporl.

‘Any kind of dialogue or
negotiation with Castro is a 

waste of time.’
HMMCHANit

“My kind of dialogue m

telling people what to do. No one can contradict 
him. Tie is a tyrant."



^ 07. 'S3 :6S07 FL CG SlLCTPlCj KlPtCS P .4

‘Fidel Castro is leading Cuba.. .to 
a holocaust, ‘Mario Chanes said.

HHTOM MOM / MMH NMIIM
F AIO.Y CnCLA MaHo Ghana* da Anna* la graatad by «at*r
AlaUa. aa alatara Maraadaa. top Mt. ano Man, lap HgM, and
wifa, CarWad. ahara In tha joy.

Castro foe jailed 

30 years is hailed 

by Miami exiles
Rsats"'In Cuba, Fidel Cswro 
Jiilcd thounnde of P«o(^ political toonoiu. .But only <

for
p.--------- -. ■—w- ——« one— an old aOy of Uitre — Ml hdd for sTVth* 34
Cuban leader hu 
poa'fT.

Mario Chnnai

tbe
in

___ _____da Arinai,
the tonsnuield polriii!*! pris- 
oner m Cuba, amved 
Wedoriday to an emotional 
and chaotic reception at Miami Intamational Alrpori, 
two yean and five days aftir 
he wmpleled his priion leiv 
tenoe.More than 3S0 wildly cheer- 
Inf eiul** weloomed tiwutini “Down With C**» 
1ml" and "Looi Live Free 
Cubal" They wnwd M*ni urp 
inc death to Caatfo.

A freil-lopluii*, white- 
hiired man in a daih luit. 
Cbaoca, 67, had little time to 
noknowledw ‘he cheer* and 
ihouti. Airpon seconty ofn- 
cen and family memtaen 
whiiked him olT to a weitma 
car followed by a iwarm of

oamRB stew* asd nporttn.Chtnei' fits words on U.S.

“ifas'ffilSTiU,Cube to di«a«ef, to a holo- 
caueU'' Chaoe* laid is an 
interview at hii liitv'* West 
Dade home, where he will be 
itayinn “Cuba under Caitro 
ii I total diaastar. h ii beevm* 
ina the ttnbematincnt of the 
world."

No diiloaue with Caiuo. be 
uravd. Pumah him eves more hy k^lng the U.S- trade 
emberao- rorec Caitro to 
reilgo thruu|b diploisatic 
preaiure by the wodda 
udfUOcrBcicfcChaiiM’ arrival cloied a ^ 
nificant chapter Is Cuban his­
tory. It waa mailted with fan­
fare not only io Miami but in
Wasbisiton ** *'^11.SaTcuiinia Mack, R-Fla., 
had a (J.S. flu flown ov«i the 
U.S. Capitor in honor of 
Chnnei* arrival. Ores W^ 
liami, an aide to MaO. said 
the ttoator plans to preaem

mAUsee ghanm. «a

a se
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BUSY DAY: Marto Chan«$ started hit day 1^ 
vititing with former political prisonar Huber 
Matot, below. He then went ahopping at 
Weatcheater Man, above, where alater Belen 
Chanea (third from left), wife Cartdad (fourth 
from left) and other well-wlahera toaated him 
with Cuban coffee. The highlight of the day 
came when he visited hla brother Franctaco’a 
grave at Vlata Memorial Gardena.
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H^Sunwrttar
Hit Hnt full day of freedom began when a 
reporter rang the doorbell at his ns^t Weit 
-Dade home. The noise awoke Mario Chanet 
de Armas. It was 8:30.

Within minutes, Chanes and bis wife, Cari< 
dad. were dressed. As Chanes’ familyiiMxile 
prmred a breakfast of fruit and cere^, he 
and Candad walked out onto the small back* 
yard in the bright morning sunli^t 

And not for the last time Thursday, Cuba’s 
longMt-held political prisoner marveled.

This time, at the beauty of the grass.
^ At fim, I thought it was artificial,” 
thanes said as he and his wife strolled around 
his sister Bclen’s beautifully kept bacl^ard.
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PLEASESee CHANM, at
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Dream becomes reality on Castro foe’s first day of fieedoi^
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MEMORANDUM
OF CALL

Previous editions usable

de>e^ 1/,
L YOU W^E CALLED BY

_ /l/l<^^ UJ. __ YOU WERE VISITED BY-

(Organization) --------- --------------------------------------

PLEASE PHONE ^ —FTS 1_]AUTOVON

!__ WILL CALL AGAIN

ED RETURNED YOUR CALL f

MESSAGE'

1 IS WAITING TO SEE YOU

1 WISHES AN APPOINTMENT

' vj C. -----------

^TS'fcyM
ck^O^t^ ^ /^- 

Cti' Y.

received bv DATE TIME
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AMERICAN INSTITUTE
FOR FREE LABOR DEVELOPMENT

1015 MTH STREET, NW, WASHINCTrON, DC 20036
Ttiepbon« (302) 77»^S7 

(202) 4S2<8338 
CiUe; FftBBUiB

TELEFAX COVER SHEET

DATE: August 6, 199 3

PLEASE DELIVER TO:

M4A/E. J. Velasquez PAX NUMBER:
Deputy Assist, to the Pres, 
f/political Affairs

OFFICE: The White House - Rm. 115

456-7929

TOTAL NUMBER OF PAGES INCLUDING THIS COVER SHEET:

FROM: ^^^Tia wolf PHONE 778/6362

REMARKS:
As requested, the information regarding the driver & vehicle trans­
porting the Chanes' delegation to the White house this afternoon is 
as follows* _________________________________________________
Driver: Ivan Korolevich, (b)(6)

The vehicle, a light blue 1992 Ford van, has a Vehicle I.D. number as 
followsf; IFBJS31H5NHA35411 (Maryland)

I am sending you the above data while i wait information on the 
actual license plate number for the vehicle.
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AMERICAN INSTITUTE
FOR FREE LABOR DEVELOPMENT

1015 20TH STREET, NW, WASHINGTON, DC 20036
Tdephflce: (202) 659-6300 

Tele&x; (202) 872-0618 
Cable:

xiLifmx covn ubk

DATE; Aueruat 6. 1993

PLEASE DELIVER THE POLLOWINO PAGES TOt

NAME; .TOK VTtTAHQtn>.7 FAX NO.I 2Q2«456-7929

OFFICE; DP*TY AflST. POT.. AFFRS. LOCATION: WaHhlncrbon. DC

TOTAL NUMBER OF PAGES INCLUDING THIS COVER SHEET;

FROM: LOUCdftB_ KlatilT PHONE; 2Q2-77B"63a7

unuA
AS PER YOUR REQUEST HERB IS THE INFORMATION YOU NEED: 

MARIO CHAKB6 DE ARMAS

i (b)(6)

CARIDAD CHANE8 (MARIOS^8 WIFE)
(b)(6)

BEIJBN„CHAKES_DE LOPEZ (MARIO'S SISTER)

i (b)(6)

JAVII^A V LOPM. GREAT-GRAND CHILD)
! (b)(6) I

WILLIAM C.. DOHERTY^

(b)(6)

I SPOKE WITH BAKER AND HE WILL CHECK WITH LANE. BAKER WILL BE CALLING 
OR FAXING THE APPROPRIATE INFO TO YOU THifi mormxno. Kii. oraciabM



MEMORANDUM

TO: TRICIA
FR: TARA, JOAN BAGGETT'S OFFICE
DT: 8/6
RE: CARS TO BE CLEARED FOR AFTERNOON PHOTO OP W/ POTUS

The President is doing a photo op this afternoon at 4:05 with 
Mario Chanes De Armas, his family. Senator Graham, Congressman 
Menendez, and Lane Kirkland and William Doherty of the AFL-CIO.

Could you please clear in the following cars for the Southwest 
gate this afternoon at 3:45:

1) A light blue 1992 Ford van, driven by Ivan Korolevich, with 
Maryland plates: 475167M will be carrying the Chanes family and 
Mr. Doherty.

2) A 1993 Lincoln Town Car, driven by George Mason, with DC 
plates 591118 will be carrying Mr. Kirkland.

The photo op should be over by 4:20 or so, so I imagine clearing 
the cars for an hour would be plenty of time.

Also, Legislative should be sending you the necessary info on 
Sen. Graham and Rep. Menendez to have them cleared for the same 
time through the Northwest gate. Could you please confirm with 
me at 6257 when you know that we're all set (to calm my nerves!) 
Thanks so much for all of your help!



ROUTING SLIP

DATE:

FROM:

SUBJECT:

Marcia Hale
Director of Scheduling & Advance

TO:

Rahm Emanuel 

Mark Gearan 

David Gergen 

Alexis Herman 

Nancy Hernreich 

Anthony Lake 

Bruce Lindsey 

Mack McLarty 

Regina Montoya 

Roy Neel 

Bernie Nussbaum

OR YOUR:

Howard Paster 

John Podesta 

Jack Quinn 

Carol Rasco 

Bob Rubin 

Eli Segal

George Stephanopolous 

Ann Stock 

Christine Varney 

David Watkins

Maggie Williams
(Iaaa/^ UJdMk,

Information Advice Action

COMMENTS:



I^Accept .Regret .Pending
33405

TO:

FROM:

REQUEST:

PURPOSE:

BACKGROUND:

Marcia L. Hale
Assistant to the President and Director 
of Scheduling and Advance

Joan N. Baggett, Assistant to the President and 
Director of Political Affairs.

Joe Velasquez, Deputy Assistant to the President for 
Political Affairs.

Steve Ricchetti, Deputy Assistant to the President for 
Legislative Affairs, Senate.

Photo opportunity with Mario Chanes de Armas.

Chanes recently arrived in the U.S. after serving thirty 
years as a political prisoner in Cuba. This is an 
opportunity for the President to express his concern 
for international human rights and to demonstrate 
solidarity with Cubans and Cuban Americans.

Chanes was a former ally of Castro who opposed 
Castro’s turn to Communism. He was arrested and 
placed in prison thirty years ago. He refused to accept 
"political education," and thus was known as a 
"plantado" or "firmly rooted" political prisoner. He is 
supported by the Cuban American Community, the 
AFUCIO and the Korida Democratic Delegation.

PREVIOUS PARTICIPATION: None.

DATE AND TIME: 

DURATION: 

LOCATION: 

PARTICIPANTS:

August 6, 1993 

Ten minutes.

Open.

Mr. Chanes’ wife; his sister, Belen; Representative
Senator Bob Graham,

Representative Robert Menendez and Bill Dougherty, 
AFl^CIO.



OUTLINE OF EVENTS:

REMARKS REQUIRED:

MEDIA COVERAGE:

RECOMMENDED BY:

CONTACT:

Meeting with NSC staff. Drop by with President for 
photo.

Talking Points will be prepared by Joe Velasquez. 

Yes.

Joan N. Baggett, Assistant to the President and 
Director of Political Affairs.

Joe Velasquez, Deputy Assistant to the President and 
Deputy Director of Political Affairs, 
ext. 6257



JUL-31-19S3 08:21 FROM CDNG. flENENDEZ. D.C. 94567929 P.02

ROBERT MENENDEZ 
I 3tm Dktiiict, Niw Jf k«it

COMMrrrtE ON PUBLIC WORKS 
AND TRANSPORTATION
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WATER RESOURCES 

ECONOMIC PCTELOPMENT

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
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Majority whip at large

TO: JOE VELAZQUEZ
FROM: CONGRESSMAN BOB KENBNDEZ
DATE: 7/30/93
REt MARIO CEANES DE ARMAS MEETING NITH TEE PRESIDENT

1 am writing to respectfully request that the President take 
a few minutes to meet with and/or take a photo opportunity with 
Mr. Mario chanes de Armas, the longest serving political 
prisoner, to my knowledge, in the 20th century.

Just over a week ago, Mr. Chanes arrived in the United 
States after having served 30 years In Castro's jails. By 
comparison, Mr. Nelson Mandela served 27 years in racist South 
Africa's jails.

Chanes' alleged crime was plotting to kill Fidel Castro and 
other former fellow revolutionaries. No evidence was ever 
presented, and Chanes to this day maintains his innocence of any 
crime. Out of principle, he refused "political re-education" and 
the garb of common criminals, for which he paid with beatings and 
many other instances of mistreatment and abuse --as did his 
fellow plantados or "firmly rooted" political prisoners.

In 1953, at the age of 26, Mr. Chanes joined with Fidel 
Castro in the fateful July 26th attack on the Batista 
Dictatorship's Moncada Barracks at Santiago de Cuba. The attack 
signalled the beginning of the Cuban Revolution. Batista's men 
captured and jailed Chanes for two years. Upon his release, he 
rejoined with Castro -- this time in Mexico. In 1956, he 
returned with Castro to Cuba on the "Granina" yacht.

Chanes remained Castro's friend and ally for years until 
Batista's defeat. Soon afterward, however, the relationship 
turned sour. Chanes opposed the Marxist-Leninist direction the 
Revolution took and he made what proved to be a fateful mistake: 
speaking his mind in opposition to the Castro regime's excesses.

I believe that the President and his National Security and 
State Department advisers would be well-advised to meet with Mr. 
Chanes. I suggest that the meeting occur during the period of 
August 5th through 8th, if possible. This is an excellent

THIS STATIONERY PRINTfO ON PAPER MADE OF RECYCLED FIBStS
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The Preeldent 
Rep. Bob Menendez 
Page 2

opportunity for the President to reiterate his principled 
advocacy of human rights throughout the world and Cuba. The 
meeting would be very well-received and appreciated in the Cuban- 
American comnaunity. Press coverage of course would be very 
beneficial.

Additionally, I suggest that the President invite other 
guests, as appropriate: Mr. Chanes' wife; his sister, Belen; 
Congressmen or women interested in Cuba, such as Representatives 
Ileana Ros-Lehtinen, Lincoln Diaz-Balart, and Torricelli, Sen. 
Bill Bradley, Sen. Bob Graham, Sen. Connie Mack; Mr. Eusebio 
Penalver, President of the World Federation of Cuban Political 
prisoners, Mr. Ralph E. Fernandez, General Coxansel for the World 
Federation of Former Cuban Political Prisoners; Jack Otero, Dept. 
Labor; Bill Dougherty, AFL-CIO; and, Jose Collado, AFL-CIO.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely yours,

Robert ne^ndez 
MEMBER OF CONGRES

RM/ppp

/
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CUBA UPDATE
Mtnkiad it coiuyowd of two lortf of mas tbow who love tod cnaie, 

ttd thOM wbo hate and deatroy.
JoadMartf

July/Auguat 1993

MAiaO CHANES FINAIXY fREE
OitJuly21» 1993, at tha Miami laietBAtiffiialAupoft, 
Mario OutDM receivad a haxo’a wtlcoma. AnAFL- 
CIO dalagatiOQ ududing npraBEotadvea firom 
Waahiagtoa, DCead dia local labor laadanhip wan 
aaoBg iha husdreda of well wialwn ladborad at tha 
aiipoit.

Tba AFL-OO’i iottnatiopal eanpaign to gain tha 
fraadom of both Mario Qiaoea and Eraeato Diaz, 
lauachad on February 21, 1991, can finally be 
decland a fucceea. Dfuwaa jailed for 23 yean and 
ralaasad March 1991. Oianra complated a 30*year 
jail senteaoa, waa raloaaad July 1991, but held a 
piuoner within tha Island for two yean. Their 
’crime* was to oppose the cosummiat dictatorship of 
Fidel Castro.

Mario Chanes was bom October 25, 1926, in 
Havana. Cuba. At age 2l he began his union 
■ctivitiea with the succeesfol orgaairing of the 
Commercial Woifcets' Union and its mn^Tet in 
Havana. As a fouaAng member of thia unioii, be 
was issued his first membendiip cird by the dim 
CTC General Secretary, Angel Cofifio.

Then a 26-year'Old trade unimist, he eet aside his 
goal of becoming e netinosl labor and joined 
the pro-democracy struggle. He paiticipsied in the 
attack on the Moacada barracks on July 26,1953, to 
overthrow the Batista dktalonhip and replace it widi 
a democratic syston. Re was captured and — 
to 10 yean in priaoiL He aarved 2l fflOnlhs with 
Fidel Cwtro as hit call-mate. Bodi win nleaaad in 
1955 uiKter ft fftnftfil imnoftty ptogxim bv ths 
Bfttiitft itgimt.

Chanes mignted to the United States, but five 
Uter wu asked by 0»tn to join him afaoaid the 
veaad 'Oranma* to the, now fomoua, voyage from 
Mexico to Cuba in December 1956.

By 1959, widun months of Castro's triumph, 
became eonvinced that be to establish a
Communist dictatorship. He imniedlatcly laaigBed 
hie govenuDsot poaitidB ad want to work to a 
braweiy in Havana, when he resumed his unicn 
activities.

Oq July 17, 1961, Qisnee wu arrested by Castro’s 
security foreea along widi his brother Paco and tight 
odier trade unionista. Convicted by a military 
tribunal, Qumee waa aenteoced to death by a firing 
squad and the othen to 20 yean in prison. 
Fortunately Caatre waa swayed by some frienda and 
Chanes* scntmce was commuted to 30 yean.

In 1961, the 'PUptado* rri>ellJoueaeaa aurficed in tha 
prisona of Cuba. Chanea wu one of the first 
political prisonen to beooflw a *plintado.* Thu 
word dcscribn dtose priaonen who rejected 
iodoctrinatioa, reaisted prison reguladona, refused to 
wear prison unifoims, and who endured the harshest 
puniahmmt. In ntaliadon, they were k^ in tiny, 
filthy cells sulgected to phyiical abuse by prison 
guards. Because of his defiant status in prison, wfamt 
his son, who wu bom shortly after his 
impriaoimeot, died in October 1984, he wu not 
allowed to dig funenl, Chanes later stated, 
*my eon would have been aitia«tied if I had 
euanimbed to the wishes of my tormentors.* He 
visited his son’s grave immediately upon hia release.

'The good news ia that Mario finally can
share hit life with his fomily and «yoy die Ubertiu 
for which he hu paid such an enormous price,* said 
AFL-CIO Preaidait Lane ErHami. for tht 
citians of Cuba, the brutal nightman of the Castro 
dktatonhip renisms. The piisooi are still filled with 
men and women whom only crime is 
disrideoce, Among them is Rafoel Outidnez, 
Presidait of die Trade Union of Cuban Workers 
(USTC).*
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CJrace Prieto
6460 South West 20th Terrace 
Miamlr Plrolda 33155

August 31, 1993

Hon. Bill Clinton
President of the United States
White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington D. C. 20505

Dear Mr. Presidents

It is with deep regret that I am writing this letter to you, I had 
sincerely hoped that for the first time in many years the political 
environment for Cuban American Democrats would change. Unfortunately 
attitudes, contrary to your own, by high level staff members of your 
Administration are bringing bacK bad memories created ny the 
Administration of former President Jimmy Carter, which the .Republican 
Party has very successfully taken advantage of for their recruitment 
efforts of Cuban Americans to the ranks of their Party.

I am particularly referring, although It is not the sole source of 
concern, to the deportation of eight Cuban rafters by the Mexican 
government who accidently arrived at Mexican shores during the third 
week in August. Seven others, including two children, had died 
prior to their arrival. On August 19, the Mexican government sent 
them back to Cuba, even though the refugees desperately begged not 
to be deported as they feared for their future in Cuba. Videos of 
this deportation were shown on major television stations. It was 
cruel and inhumane for Mexico to take this action, even for a nation 
that has always had good relations with the .34-year old tirany.

The Cuban American community in Miami, California, New Jersey,
New York, Puerto Rico, and other cities throughout the United States, 
held public demonstrations before Mexican consulates, Implemented a 
boycott of Mexican products and related businesses, sent letters to 

the Mexican government, wrote to members of your staff, some initiated 
a hunger strike, and political organizations and community leaders 
within the Cuban American community dedicated their time and efforts 
to persuade the Mexican authorities to request the return of all 
eight deported refugees to Mexico from the Cuban government. Finally, 
and ten days later, on August 29, these Cubans were returned to 
Mexico (it was a good political move for Castro’s present agenda). 
Today these refugees are awaiting for their visas that will allow 
them to come to the united States, which was their originally Intended 
destination.
There is still something this Administration can do in regards to 
this issue; that is to help these people come to the United States, 
and to let people know that It is being done.
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while this ordeal was taking place/ no statements or even mention 
of this issue was made by any staff member of your Administration.
And, AGAIN, we, Cuban American political activists in the Democratic 
Party, many of whom worked extremely hard for your campaign, have 
been faced with frustration and embarrassment before this inconceivable 
lack of knowledge and interest by a Democratic Administration in our 
political affairs; a political Party that is so hard to stand up for 
in the Cuban American community.

1 am addressing our concerns'to you (because I know many feel the same 
way I do), since I honestly believe that the apathy of some members 
of your staff does not reflect your true feelings. I am sure that 
had you known about the above situation, you would have acted accord­
ingly.

It is becoming very difficult, Mr. President, to continue to provide 
excuses for a political Party that continues to ignore our political 
situation and the political implications for Democrats in Florida.
I am afraid our frustration has reached its limits as we find there is 
very little we can do any more to bring awareness within our Party.

The purpose of this letter Is mainly to request that you check into 
this matter and take the necessary steps to change the insensitive 
attitudes of some members of your Administration and that they react 
in a politically wise manner in the future, and in doing so the 
respect that I know you have for all people will be better represented.

Sincerely,

Grace Prieto

Hillary Clinton 
Warren Christopher 
Bruce Lindsay 
Richard Felnberg 
Alexander Watson 
David Wilhelm 
Fred Humphries 
Terrie Brady 
Joseph Geller


