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THE WHITE HOUSE

Office of the Press Secretary

For Immediate Release March 20, 1998

STATEMENT BY THE PRESIDENT

Eight weeks ago. His Holiness John Paul II made an historic visit to Cuba. He 
spoke to and for the Catholic faithful who have for decades endured a system 
that denied their right to worship freely.

In anticipation and in support of that visit, my Administration made a number 
of exceptions to our policy regarding travel and shipment of humanitarian 
supplies to Cuba. The response of the Cuban people to that visit has since 
convinced me that we should continue to look for ways to support Cuba ,s people 
without supporting its regime, by providing additional humanitarian relief, 
increasing human contacts, and helping the Cuban people prepare for a peaceful 
transition to a free, independent and prosperous nation.

Prior to the Pope ,s visit, we authorized direct charter flights for pilgrims 
to attend Papal services. We also authorized direct humanitarian cargo flights 
to Cuba in order to reduce the cost of getting these needed supplies to the 
Cuban people. The deliveries were carefully monitored to ensure that they 
reached the people for whom they were intended.

These measures were fully consistent with the letter and spirit of the Cuban 
Democracy Act and the Cuban Liberty and Democratic Solidarity Act, which, in 
addition to sustaining tough economic sanctions also enable and encourage the 
Administration to conduct a program of support for the Cuban people.

I continue to believe in the validity of our policy built on four main 
components:

-- pressure on the regime for democratic change

- support for the Cuban people through humanitarian assistance and help in



developing civil society

- promotion of more concerted multilateral effort to promote democracy and 
human rights and

-- cooperative arrangements to move migration into safe, legal and orderly 
channels

I have been following carefully the various proposals put forward by Members of 
Congress and other interested groups for expanding humanitarian assistance to 
the people of Cuba, including food. I have asked Secretary Albright to work on 
a bipartisan basis with the Congress to fashion an approach to the transfer of 
food to the Cuban people.

To build further on the impact of the Pope ,s visit, to support the role of the 
Church and other elements of civil society in Cuba, and to thereby help prepare 
the Cuban people for a democratic transition, I have also decided to take the 
following steps:

- Resume licensing direct humanitarian charter flights to Cuba. Direct 
humanitarian flights under applicable agency regulations will make it easier 
for Cuban-Americans to visit loved ones on the island, and for humanitarian 
organizations to provide needed assistance more expeditiously and at lower 
cost.

-- Establish new licensing arrangements to permit Cuban Americans and Cuban 
families living here in the United States to send humanitarian remittances to 
their families in Cuba at the level of $300 per quarter, as was permitted until 
1994. This will enable Cuban-Americans to provide direct support to relatives 
in Cuba, while moving the current flow of remittances back into legal, orderly 
channels.

- Streamline and expedite the issuance of licenses for the sale of medicines 
and medical supplies and equipment to Cuba. Based on experience of the past 
several years. Including during the Papal visit, we believe that the end-use 
verification called for in the Cuban Democracy Act can be met through 
simplified arrangements.

The Departments of Treasury, Commerce and State will develop and promulgate new 
licensing arrangements in these three areas in the coming weeks.

The people of Cuba continue to live under a regime which deprives them of their 
freedom, and denies them economic opportunity. The overarching goal of 
American policy must be to promote a peaceful transition to democracy on the 
island. Such a transition will depend upon the efforts of Cubans who seek to 
build a vibrant civil society and to secure respect for basic human rights.
The presence of His Holiness John Paul II in Cuba inspired the Cuban people, 
providing an important psychological boost to the Cuban Catholic Church, to 
Cuba ,s nascent civil society, and to the Cuban people. The measures I have 
announced today are designed to build upon that visit, to support the Cuban 
people through the hardships and difficulties ahead, to contribute to the gro 
wth of a civil society and to help prepare for a peaceful transition to 
democracy.
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saw how many people bdieved in somethmg other than*c state.

business as usual.

Sr;.:^“-rr.fo.^aodsdd^hewmnotte,.ase 

more than 70 persons whose release the Pope requested.

But Caetro won’, be there forever. P«ple |n and elsewhere have acknowledged
that they need 10 Start considering Cuba after Fidel.

The conJ^ty wants «. find ways to help fi« Cuban people wtftout helputg fltedivergent vie 
The conunur 
government.

[AS APPROPRIATE] I was espeoiaUy impressed ^ Bishop Roman. He has a
measured approaeh to these issues that is veiy credible.

. The weigh, of opinion seriles eroond three piineiplesi

_ we should help the Cuban people, no, fte govcmmenl, as daey prepare for

r“d“SL^oTl^ependen, civil sooi^. esp«ially *e^^, and 
- Z Sd rndmain me curren, elements of our pohcy. .ncludmg tho 

embargo and the Libertad Act.
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• Exchanges could help the Church. The Pope emphasized to me that the Church is 
fragile in Cuba. It has few priests. The bishops in Miami are starting exchange 
programs. We need to do more in this area, including by bringing religious lay 
persons to the States.
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FYI: Our policy is lo promote a peaceful transition to democracy through:

- economic pressure, including the embargo and the Libertad Act;
- support for the Cuban people and civil society;
~ multilateral efforts on human rights, democracy, and private property; and
- orderly migration.

Package
■Ml

The President ij jiurlougly onriBidpring ^■■lunherto announce a one-time package 

designed to:

- simplify and expedite exports of medicine;
- allow direct humanitman flights of cargo and passengers;
- restore family remittances; and
- announce a willingness to work for a legislative, bipartisan approach to the 

transfer of food.

This package helps the Cuban people. It builds on the Pope’s visit by putting more 
space away from the government. It hurts Castro. His people get some control of 
their own lives and incomes. Religion and civil society grows — apart from the 
government - especially with new experience in handling medicines and 
humanitarian flights.

Basically, these steps bring us back to where we were before the immigration crisis of 
1994 and the shootdown of 1996. We are doing so because there is an historic new 
element - the Pope’s visit, which merits our reqjonse as we prepare for Cuba after 

Castro.

We are still working on details of how we might implement these steps. If the 
President decides to go ahead, ITI be glad to have the experts speak with you or your 
staff as the procedures are developed. The core principle should be clear: help the 

I^ people, not the Government.

Exports

• First, we are seriously considering whether to simplify and expedite the expon of 
medicine. TKirif^ important humanitarian measure.

• We will preserve end-use monitoring as required in the Cuban Democracy Act. 
Medicines will be used properly.
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. This is one way thai the Chuioh helps- For example, Caritas has an excellent rewrd 
in making sure that medicines go where they should, not to fancy tmmst hospitals.

Flights
. Second, we « ..rignslv eonsideriog direct humanitarian flights for both cargo and 

passengers. This would reduce the cost to humanitanan operations.

• We do not intend to expand the categories of persons eligible to fly to Cuba. This is 
not tourism. We want to aUow humanitarian flights to go to Cuba m the most cost

effective way.

. We will work on the modalities for these flights to ensure that this is not abus^. The 
benefits should go to the people, not to the govemmenti Catholic and other chanties 
have exemplary records in delivering humanitarian cargo.

• [IF NECESSARY] Flights for passengers present both a humanitanan and an 
enforcement issue. People pay more than they should to visit famiUes; this is a 

hardship for the less well-to-do emigres.

• Also direct flights would let us know what the people on the flights arc taking to 
Cuba. These passengers would be very effective messengers, as well, because they
would dispute Castro’s propaganda.

. Still I understand that some see benefit to Castro and his friends from these flights. I 
also’undersiand that the passenger flights we especially sensitive in the community.

Reminances
. We also are seriously considering allowing famUy remittances up to $1.200 annually.

• I was surprised at the depth of support in the community for this step. A few spoke 
against remittances, but most favored them. They said that the pajraents are made 
anyway. “The biggest thing you would do is remove thousands of Cuban Amencans
from die list of criminals.”

- The majority of people 1 spoke with were certain that remittances “buy freedom^” 
People can decide for themselves what they want. Some of the money goes on the 

black market, some of it goes to the state stores. Less and less goes to state stores,
however, because there’s nothing to buy.

. Also, reminances hurt the repme. People with relatives have more money Than party 
hacks, who can see - every day - the difference between freedom and Commumsm.



XX. U<
03/18/98 19:57 ®202 647 2552 . > O L^L. VJ 1 .J 1 A >LEG AFFAIRS-H 1^ UCO/* WV f

. 1 know Uint this is s sensitive subject. We should push the
md lesal channels In the exile community, there ate many stones of how Cuban r™"e cm of these reminances; because they am illegal, we cannot make
sure that the intended recipients actually get what they should.

Leeislation
. Of course we are willing to woric with you on legislation to get more food to the 

Cuban people.
. We have heard about the CANF proposal, the Majority Staff report on *.ir W'”' 

vUit to Cuba, and the Dodd and Tones proposals. We think that there is much we

work with.
. we can take the steps we outlined above on the Piesidenfs authoiiv, a^ ™ intend 

to move forward with them while we work with you on bipartisan legislanon.

Helms-Burton [FOR DODD/HaMILTON ONLY]

. We want to work to secure multilateral suppon fcr democratic etoge in Cuba and for 
the broadest possible agreement to stop ttafficldng in expropnated goods, Stu 

Eizenstat's negotiations have been proimsing on the latter point.

. I am concerned that this package will hurt his negotiations
may get European agreement to restrict investment m expropnated
gloMly. incl^ng Cuba, nie Europeans' pnc. has been a waiver to Title IV. the
visa restrictions in Helms-Buiton.

. DO you think that we’ll get a waiver to Title IV? Even if the President takes the steps 

I’ve outlined?

lose. We would also have lawsuits affect our relanons with Europe al an important 
and sensitive time.

Exchanges fIF RAISED]
. We are not taking any action on exchanges now. We will exai^e in the commg 

months ways to Lrease contact with a broader cross-section of CubM sociepi 
without bofstering the regime or lending it legitimacy. We wiU do this quietly.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASH INGTON

January 12, 1998

The Honorable James C. Wright, Jr.
9A10 Lanham Federal Building
819 Taylor Street
Fort Worth, Texas 76102

Dear Speaker Wright:

I read with interest and admiration your recent commentary, "Time 
to Reexamine Our Cuba Policy." Your op-ed piece is timely and 
thoughtful and reflects your years of work in Central America and 
the hemisphere at large. I

You have contributed much and continue to do so. Please know 
your thoughts are fully appreciated and, as always, will help to 
broaden our thinking on the important issues of the day.

Personally,

V.A...A

V
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TIME TO REEXAMINE OUR CUBA POLICY 
Speaker Jim Wright 

January 11, 1998

Pope John Paul ll's heralded visit to Cuba this month should inspirit us to reexamine our 

current policy toward that unhappy country, which U S. armed forces freed from Spanish colonial 

rule 100 years ago The centennial year is ripe with opportunities for a new beginning

Our hard-nosed embargo of all trade, travel and services to and from Cuba, including even 

medicines and foodstuffs, has become a self-defeating embarrassment For almost four decades 

we've systematically punished the Cuban economy trying to convince Cubans to overthrow' Fidel 

Castro I'hat, obviously, hasn't worked The bearded ruler's 39-year reign has outlasted eight 

U S presidents .
t

Rather than a tool for prying Castro from power, the embargo has become an instrument, 

of his political survival. It provides him a scapegoat - the United States - on whom to blame the 

island's sundry economic ills, including those resulting from his own mismanagement Meanwhile, 

it miscasts us in the unflattering role of a bully

Particularly hurtful to our international image during the past year has been the LI S ban 

on sending food and medicines to Cuba, a lingering relic of the Cold War. Former Senator 

Malcolm Wallop, a Wyoming Republican and no coddler of leftist dictators, asked poignantly last 

April if it made sense, regardless of our feelings for Castro, to deny smitten Cuban children the 

benefits of life-prolonging leukemia drugs The American Association for World Health 

condemned our embargo as shameful And the World Trade Organization questions the legality 

of recent U.S attempts to penalize other countries for doing business with Cuba

Staunch allies like Canada, Mexico and the European Union think we're a little silly after 

39 years to keep our people from even traveling to Cuba, since we've long since come to terms
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with far more threatening ideological foes such as China and the Soviet Union We even send 

food and medicine to Iraq in exchange for oil, but not to the little country 90 miles ott our coast 

whose independence we fathered.

Castro, beyond doubt, can be a pain in the rear He’s made a career out of thumbing his 

nose at us ever since the myopic Bay of Pigs invasion attempt in 1961 He thinks the CIA tried 

three limes to assassinate him Whatever the truth or morality of that, our ways of trying to 

persuade Cuba haven't worked

Most Cubans admire individual Americans but harshly resent outside intervention in their 

domestic affairs In Cuba today, it's considered a badge of patriotic honor to endure hardships 

stoically rather than bow to "imperialist" domination Have we wondered why Omar Linares, tlie^
t

Cuban baseball superstar, turned down a $1 5 million offer to play for the New York Yankees'^ , 

Or why Teofilo Stevenson, the Olympic heavyweight boxing sensation of the 197Us, repeatedly 

refused lucrative U S. offers to go pro"^ Strange as this may seem to us, it has something to do 

with their concept of patriotic duty

A little over two years ago, responsible and highly respected Mexican officials, proven 

friends of our country, told me of private conversations they'd had with Castro In their opinion, 

he would like to cultivate a friendlier relationship with the United States but was afraid of being 

snubbed I'hey think he was ready at one point to announce new human rights guarantees and 

perhaps even set a time for his official retirement, allowing a successor to be chosen in a free 

election But he wouldn’t want those things to appear the results of his yielding to outside 

dictation.

There has been so much bad blood on both sides that mutual mistrust paralyzes common 

sense It still rankles Castro that President Eisenhower and Secretary of State John Foster Dulles



Sent'by: SPEAKER JIM WRIGHT 817 978 3714 01/09/98 2:24r,vi c c 1' d i.] e 1/1

(c) 199B Fort Worth Star-Telegram
Advance Copy of Sunday, January 11, 1998, Page 3

refused to see him when he came to this country seeking an audience after overthrowing the 

Batista regime And President Bill Clinton has not forgotten how, when President Carter oft'ered 

sanctuary to Cuba's political prisoners, Castro cynically sent boatloads of criminally insane to our 

shores. Riots by some of those demented Cubans in an Arkansas prison caused Clinton 

considerable personal embarrassment

So there's an element of wounded pride on each side, and the twice-shy caution of men 

once burned The matter is complicated politically by influential Cuban Americans who contribute 

to political campaigns and harbor fantasies of riding triumphantly into Havana someday to take 

over the government of the country they left 30 years ago Some have died waiting for Castro to 

be overthrown. And Castro, even if he is ready for a rapprochement, isn't going to die just to j.
i

please his political foes

1 propose that, in this centennial year of Cuba’s independence from Spain, the U S show a 

iifillingnsce to reconcilo our diftbronooD with tho country that was aui- pivMCisv, ii. tht fai.uly v.f

30^ phamiaceutical and medical supplies

from our embargo of goo^ shipmentsjpjCuba^^urely^hat woi^^'t endanger our national

security It would be a simplest of^ompa^ion for which no further explanation is necessary

_____ ^
Who knows? Such an unbidden gesture of friendship might evoke a spark of reciprocity 

Pope John Paul IPs upcoming visit seems to have thawed at least enough ice to restore Christmas 

as a national holiday, and maybe much more good can flow It should be clear by now that 

thumbs in the eye aren't helping. And, even though sometimes unthanked, blessed are the 

peacemakers
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by labor unions. Argentina’s business 
lobbies have criticized the labor reform 
because it does not break up collective 
bargaining or reduce their costs, which 
they say makes them less competitive.

Clinton To Announce U.tS. Policy 
Changes With Cuba
President Bill Clinton is expected to an­
nounce on Friday that the U.S. will 
implement changes in its policy toward 
Cuba. After broad-ranging consultations 
aimed at ‘finding ways in which we can 
assist the Cuban people without re-ener- 
gizing the (Cuban) government, our 
policy changes will be announced tomor­
row," a U.S. official said. Florida Rep. 
Ileana Ros-Lehtinen said the government 
plans to allow direct flights to resume be­
tween the U.S. and Cuba and permit 
direct remittances between the two coun­
tries. U.S. officials, however, said key 
elements of U.S. policy toward Cuba - 
including an economic embargo and the 
Helms-Burton law that seeks to discour­
age foreign investment on the island - 
would remain in force. But the new pro­
posed changes would indicate a 
significant shift in the U.S. policy of trying 
to isolate Cuba politically and economi­
cally.

Colombian Army Arrests Rebels For 
Attempted lADB Bombing
A Colombian army official said late 
Wednesday it captured two suspected 
Marxist rebels charged with an attempted 
bombing at the annual assembly of the 
Inter-American Development Bank 
(lADB) in Colombia. A spokesman for the 
army said it arrested the suspected Na­
tional Liberation Army (ELN) guerrillas on 
Tuesday afternoon. The guerrillas had in­
tended to travel to Cartagena and set off 
a car bomb shortly before the closing 
ceremony on Wednesday of the three- 
day lADB meeting. The army spokesman 
said the captured ELN fighters had in­
itially planned to detonate the device on 
Sunday or Monday with the aim of killing 
Peruvian President Alberto Fujimori and 
Colombian President Ernesto Samper.

U.S. Ambassador To Colombia To 
Lobby For More Military Aid
U.S. Ambassador to Colombia Curtis 
Kamman said on Thursday that he would 
lobby for more military aid for Colombia. 
“We are now in a position to hand out im­
portant material aid (to the military). We 
want to strengthen the Colombian armed 
forces in any areas where we have got 
the resources and the legal basis to do 
so," Kamman said. But Kamman did not 
say that this would indicate U.S. support 
in the war against leftist insurgents. The 
ambassador also said the U.S. would 
also boost logistical aid to the Colombian 
armed forces, indicating more U.S. mili­
tary advisors would arrive in Colombia. 
U.S. officials say there are currently 
about 30 U.S. advisers based in Colom­
bia. Independent sources, however, 
believe as many as 250 U.S. military per­
sonnel are in Colombia at any time. 
Under U.S. law, however, military aid 
cannot be destined to those units alleged 
to have committed human rights abuses.

Argentina’s Alfonsin Urges Nation To 
Fight Menem Re-election
Former Argentine President Raul Alfon­
sin said on Thursday that Argentines 
should take up arms and fight if the Su­
preme Court decides to allow Carlos 
Menem to run for a third consecutive 
term. Menem was first elected in 1989 
and then re-elected in 1995 after a secret 
deal with Alfonsin allowed the constitution 
to be reformed and Menem to run for a 
second consecutive term. Menem's 
Peronist Party is running a "Menem ’99” 
campaign and the Supreme Court is con­
sidering of the ban. Menem supporters 
argue that the ban does no apply, since 
the president has only run once since it 
was enacted in 1994. The opposition Alli­
ance, grouping the Radicals and the 
center-left Frepaso, said the Supreme 
Court is biased toward the government

and m ght rule in favor of allowing Me­
nem tc run again as the Peronist Party’s 
candid .ite. Recent opinion polls show 
Menen I’s approval rating has plummeted 
to 18°/: and only 3% of Argentines say 
they vtould vote for him again. Alfonsin 
was R :idical party president of Argentina 
from t :>83 until his government collapsed 
in economic chaos in 1989.

Company News
Femes Celebrates 60th 
AnniviTsary Amid Low Oil Prices
Mexico’s state owned oil company 
Petrokos Mexicanos (Pemex) Pemex 
celebrated on Thursday its 60th Anniver­
sary, despite plummeting oil prices and 
disgrui'tled workers. 'We cannot let our­
selves be defeated by pessimism in 
these not necessarily fleeting circum­
stances," Pemex chief Adrian Lajous 
said. He called for cooperation between 
oil producing nations, saying only a lower 
supply of crude would help prices re­
cover. But Mexican officials would not 
say w lether the country would limit its 
own output. Meanwhile, the 79,000- 
memb.rr union for Petroleos Mexicanos 
(Pemex) launched an attack against a 
rising number of service contracts with 
foreigr ers in the industry. Domestic con­
tractor. have also complained that 
Peme:; has given preference to foreign 
firms, jnd the union alleges that Pemex 
has not granted it certain maintenance 
contra ,:ts as required by law. "It could be 
very d iingerous for everyone if the work­
ers’ ptitience is abused and worse still if 
admin stration mandates make this a per- 
maner t policy," a union leader said at the 
cerem:)ny. Analysts said the union’s 
threat was likely hollow, because the un­
ion hcis generally fallen in line behind 
Peme)': officials in recent years.

The International Trade Administration Office Of Latin America 
announces their new i/veb site:

www.mac.doc. gov/ola/b]‘azil/index.htm 
where you will find detailed political and ec >nomic information on Brazil.

Copyright © 1998, International Advisory Group, Inc. Page 3 of 3



World in brief

CL HA

Aid’s OK, but the 

embargo stays
T wo months ilftei- Pope John 
I Paul 11 criticizctl tlie strict 
U.S. embargo on Cuba, Presi­
dent Clinton last week loos­
ened it ever so slightly. The ad­
ministration restored direct 
flights to the island and per­
mitted Cuban-Americans to 
send cash to relatives there. 
(Cuban-Americans have been 
sending S700 million a year in 
violation of U.S. law.) Clinton’s 
envoy to Latin Ajnerica, 

Thomas 
McLarty, said 
those small 
steps are in­

tended to help ordinary Cu­
bans and to respond to the mi­
nor but noticeable movement 
toward freedom of religion 
that accompanied the first pa­
pal visit to Cuba in January.

The administration also an­
nounced that it would stream­
line procedures for medical 
sales to Cuba and work with 
Congress to send food, while 
keeping the 36-year-old overall 
trade embargo intact. Sen. 
Jesse Helms, a North Carolina 
Republican, favors channeling 
U.S. food aid through church 
and oLlier private groups. But 
hard-line Cuban-American 
leaders say any aid to the island 
helps prop up Fidel Castro. 
-Linda Robinson in Miami

......

wm

NORTHERN IRELAND

Talking peace on 

St. Patrick’s Day
I ast week’s wave of optimism 
L about tlie Northern Ireland 
peace talks—furthered by St. 
Patrick’s Day meetings at the 
White House—could run into 
some hard realities tliis week, 
rhe multiparty talks to end 27 
years of sectarian violence re­
sume in Belfast with the re­
turn of Sinn Fein, tlie political 
arm of the Irish Republican 
Army, from a brief suspension.

Sinn Fein was penalized af­
ter the IRA was implicated in

A BEPMAN-'SIPA

Have a Havana? Not yet. America's new Cuba policy preserves the 
embarao These New York women sample non-Cuban cigars.

two murders. Protestant par­
ties, which back continued 
British rule in Ulster, are pro­
testing Sinn Fein’s reinclusion. 
Moreover, the Ulster Union­
ists, the largest Protestant con­
tingent, have so far refused to 
negotiate directly with Sinn 
Fein. A possible compromise 
between Catholic republicans, 
who want to join tlie Republic 
of Ireland, and the unionists 
would create a Northern Ire­
land Assembly and allow for 
limited self-rule. It’s uncertain 
that Sinn Fein will accept that 
deal, which would face a popu­
lar referendum. Yet British 
Prime Minister Tony Blair in­
sists the outline of a settlement 
is “agonizingly close” and 
wants it done by Easter. 
-Thomas K. Grose in London

KOSOVO

Deciding how to 

sway Milosevic
H fl embers of the Balkans 
IWl“Contact Group” will meet 
this week to measure Serbian 
leader Slobodan Miloseric’s re­
solve, and perhaps their own. 
Collectively, the United States, 
Britain, France, Italy, Germa­
ny, and Russia gave the Serbs 
10 days to halt attacks on the 
maioritv etlinic .All)anians in

ZtiU LOaiVlS LARGE 
i> Hong Kong residents 

watened last week as 
China’s National Peo- 
pie’s Congress formah 
ly elected Zhu Rongji 

H| as premier. Zhu, 69, 
K|| leads a reformist cabi- 

net dominated by Com- 
'J munist Party techno-

crats. Washington last 
week sought to im­
prove ties with China 
by dropping its spon­
sorship of a United Na­
tions resolution chas­
tising Beijing for its 
human-rights record.

the soutliem Serb province, 
Kosovo, or face economic sanc­
tions and a possible arms em­
bargo. But as the deadline 
lapsed last week, a unified dip-
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Milosevic with Serbian police

lomatic response was in doubt. 
One U.S. official warned that 
“Milosevic hasn’t come close” 
to meeting the group’s de­
mands. But German Foreign 
Minister Klaus Kinkel said 
they “have been met, generally 
speaking.” Russia campaigned 
against an arms embargo.

A recent Serb crackdo\\Ti on 
independence-minded guerril­
las resulted in 80 deaths. U.S. 
diplomats say they will insist 
on Serb compliance in Kosovo. 
Critics think otherwise. Says 
Jim Hooper of the Balkan In­
stitute, “What we're seeing is a 
repetition of Bosnia. It’s the 
same tough rhetoric masking 
weak measures." -Stephen J. 
Hedges and Kevin Whitelaic
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World in brief
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Aid’s OK, but the 

embargo stays
T wo montlis after Pope Jolin 
I Paul II eriticizetl the strict 
U.S. embargo on Cuba, Presi­
dent Clinton last week loos­
ened it ever so slightly. The ad­
ministration restored direct 
flights to the island and per­
mitted Cuban-Americans to 
send cash to relatives there. 
(Cuban-Americans have been 
sending $700 million a year in 
violation of U.S. law.) Clinton’s 
envoy to Latin America, 

Thomas 
McLarty, said 
those small 
steps are in­

tended to help ordinary Cu­
bans and to respond to the mi­
nor but noticeable movement 
toward freedom of religion 
that accompanied the first pa­
pal visit to Cuba in January.

The administration also an­
nounced that it would stream­
line procedures for medical 
sales to Cuba and work with 
Congress to send food, while 
keeping the 36-year-old overall 
trade embargo intact. Sen. 
Jesse Helms, a North Carolina 
Republican, favors channeling 
U.S. food aid through church 
and other private groups. But 
hard-line Cuban-American 
leaders say any aid to the island 
helps prop up Fidel Castro. 
-Linda Robinson in Miami

NORTHERN IRELAND

Talking peace on 

St. Patrick’s Day
I ast week’s wave of optimism 
L about tlte Northern Ireland 
peace talks—furthered by St. 
Patrick’s Day meetings at the 
White House—could run into 
some hard realities this week, 
rhe multiparty talks to end 27 
years of sectarian violence re­
sume in Belfast with the re­
turn of Sinn Fein, die political 
arm of the Irish Republican 
Army, from a brief suspension.

Sinn Fein was penalized af­
ter the IRA was implicated in
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Have a Havana? Not yet. America’s new Cuba policy preserves the 
embargo. These New York women sample non-Cuban cigars.

two murders. Protestant par­
ties, which back continued 
British rule in Ulster, are pro­
testing Sinn Fein’s reinclusion. 
Moreover, the Ulster Union­
ists, the largest Protestant con­
tingent, have so far refused to 
negotiate directly with Sinn 
Fein. A possible compromise 
between Catholic republicans, 
who want to join die Republic 
of Ireland, and the unionists 
would create a Northern Ire­
land Assembly and allow for 
limited self-mle. It’s uncertain 
that Sinn Fein will accept that 
deal, which would face a popu­
lar referendum. Yet British 
Prime Minister Tony Blair in­
sists the outline of a settlement 
is “agonizingly close” and 
wants it done by Easter. 
-Thomas K. Grose in London

KOSOVO

Deciding how to 

sway Milosevic
Hfl embers of the Balkans 
IVI “Contact Group” will meet 
this week to measure Serbian 
leader Slobodan Milosevic’s re­
solve, and perhaps their own. 
Collectively, the United States, 
Britain, France, Italy, Germa­
ny, and Russia gave the Serbs 
10 days to halt attacks on the 
inajuritv ethnic .Albanians in
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lomatic response was in doubt. 
One U.S. official warned that 
“Milosevic hasn’t come close” 
to meeting the group’s de­
mands. But German Foreign 
Minister Klaus Kinkel said 
they “have been met, generally 
speaking.” Russia campaigned 
against an arms embargo.

A recent Serb crackdown on 
independence-minded guerril­
las resulted in 80 deaths. U.S. 
diplomats say they will insist 
on Serb compliance in Kosovo. 
Critics think otherwise. Says 
Jim Hooper of the Balkan In­
stitute, “What we’re seeing is a 
repetition of Bosnia. It’s the 
same tough rhetoric masking 
weak measures. " -Stephen J. 
Hedges and Kevin I! 7; itela le
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Next week Pope John 

■ Paul II will carry his 

r crusade to one of the 

p last socialist outposts.
I How will Fidel Castro’s 
I Cuba respond? BY 

i KENNETH L. WOODWARD

EAR THE END OF 
I the millennium, in 

I I the heat of Havana,
I two aging ideologi-

^ cal adversaries 

* meet. One is a canny,
5;;; iitystical man of God and fervent 

anti-communist; the other is the 

■' last romantic revolutionary to 
head a Marxist state. The mihtaiy is 

y everywhere and edgy. The people, 
many of them wide-eyed laborers 
just in from the cane fields, are in a 
restless festival mood. Pickpockets 
and prostitutes work the crowd. 
Suddenly, a flag featuring the image 
of the Virgin is unfurled in the Plaza 

de la Revolucion, Havana’s largest 
open space. And then... No, this is 

not a scene from a Graham Greene 
novel. But were he ahve, the novel­
ist would undoubtedly be in Cuba 
next week, when Pope John Paul II 

begins his long-anticipated
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This well-traveled pope has crusaded ...
March 1983January

1979
Visiting Mexico during his 
first overseas trip as pope, 
John Paui li warns ieftist 
priests in Latin America to 
stay out of poiitics. The 
roie of the Roman Cathoiic 
Church, he teiis bishops 
from the region, is to 
preach, educate and 
reject vioience.

June 1979
On his first visit to Poiand 
as pope, he prays at 
Auschwitz and heips to 
ignite the Soiidarity move­
ment in his homeiand

May 1981
The pope is shot and badiy 
wounded by Turkish ex­
tremist Mehmet Aii Agca. 
Soviet-bioc compiicity is 
suspected but not proven.

Visiting Nicaragua, he 
meets President Daniei 
Ortega and criticizes 
Sandinista poiicies. 
Marxists heckie him.

I

m
June 1983
On his next Poiish visit, he 
stands up for outiawed 
Soiidarity and presses 
strongman Wojciech 
Jaruzeiski for reforms

i-

visit to Fidel Castro’s Cuba.
As it is, 3,000 journalists 

from around the world are 
expected to descend on the 
island nation to record the 
historic event. What do 
they hope to see? After all,
Cuba isn’t China, and Cas­
tro is no longer a threat to 
anyone except, perhaps, his 
own destitute people. And 
the pope is not the vigorous 
presence he used to be. The 
two have met once before, 
when Castro visited the 
pope at the Vatican in 1996. 
what can either man now 
gain from the other? What 
meaning is there in this 
meeting between septuage­
narians on the far Caribbe­
an shoal of international 
politics?

Just this: we are watch­
ing two of the last actors in 
a dying century’s deadhest drama, the battle between God and 
mihtant, state-sponsored atheistic humanism. Marx thought the 
forces of histoiy' would overturn God and bring heaven to earth 
in communism’s classless society. But Marx is gone and commu­
nism stands betrayed by histoiy itself. At the end of the mil­
lennium, God endures, capitahsm prevails and, in the person of 
John Paul II. the party of human solidarity now wears a craggy 
Christian face.

Both men are revolutionaries, though of a different stripe. Cas­
tro’s revolution was won with rifles, in 1959. The Polish pope initi­
ated a revolution of ideas and hope —with no shots fired. His first 
visit to Poland, just months after his election to the papacy in 1978, 
rallied a subject nation and helped set in motion a democratic 
wave that eventually brought do^^m the Berhn wall in 1989 and the 
subsequent collapse of the Soviet Union. Once again, the pope 
finds himself in an economically depleted communist country. 
Could it happen again?

Not likely. Cuba isn’t Catholic Poland and the visiting pope is 
not a Cuban returning to his people. Castro is not —as Wojciech 
Jaruzeiski was —a hated general propped up by Moscow. 
Where is the pope’s army? Although 40 percent of Cuba’s 11 mil-
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John Paul’s trips to Eastern Europe inspired a revolution of ideas

lion people are baptized 
Roman Catholics (another 
million, mostly evangeli­
cals, are Protestant), only a 
minority know even the 
rudiments of their faith. 
How could they? The 
church has only about 260 
priests and Cubans with 
any ambition dare not let 
the government’s neighbor­
hood watchdogs see them 
entering a church. Castrr 
put all private schools un­
der government control in 
1961 and, although he has 
relied some restrictions 
in the past seven years, he 
still forbids religious pro­
cessions in the streets. 
Only after papal prodding 
did he permit the open cel 
ebration of Christmas lasi 
year. Indeed, on the eve o; 
the papal visit, the questior 

most often asked by Cubans is “Who is the pope?”
After 36 years of official state atheism, most Cubans have nevei 

seen, heard or read about John Paul II—or any of his predeces 
sors. A video prepared by the Cuban church suggests just how ig 
norant most Catholics are about their own religion. "The pope, i 
explains, is the leader of the Cathofic Church. He travels aroum 
the world preaching the Gospel of Jesus Christ and has particula 
concern for the poor. This pope was bom in Poland but now hi 
lives in the Vatican, which is inside Rome, in Italy. Pretty basi' 
stuff, but for the last three months Cuba’s state-controlled telo\ i 
sion has refused to broadcast it. “We wanted to show that [ih 
pope] is not just one more head of state,” says Gustavo Andujar, 
lay Catholic who coproduced the film, “but that he is the spiritu;: 
leader of 1 bilhon Catholics around the world.”

The Vatican insists that the pope’s mission is pastoral, not polil 
ical. But in Cuba the reed spiritu£d leader—indeed the reigning dt 
ity —is the Virgin of Charity, the nation’s patron saint. Ever 
Catholic sanctuary, and probably every Cuban home, contains 
replica of the Virgin, whom the church identifies with the Mothe 
of Jesus. The pope, whose devotion to Maiy has no equal, wi 
crown her statue in El Cobre in what may well turn out to be th
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• • with fervor agaiissl iiis o cl communist foes
August
1983
During a pilgrimage to the 
French shrine at Lourdes, 
John Paul speaks out for 
the ‘silent churches' of 
the Soviet Union and 
Eastern Europe. He also 
refers to mainland China, 
where persecution of 
Roman Catholics is 
widespread.

September

He makes his second visit 
to the United States, 
meeting fellow anti­
communist Ronald Reagan

Tune 1991 W
On his first trip to a free 
Poland, he draws crowds 
of hopeful Catholics from 
neighboring Lithuania, 
Ukraine and Belarus
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February
1993
Visiting Africa, John Paul 
urges the Muslim rulers 
of Sudan to stop the 
persecution of Christians

November
1996
In a historic private visit to 
the Vatican, President Fi­
del Castro shakes hands 
with the pope. Plans are 
made for a visit to Cuba by 
a pontiff who has said for 
many years that he seeks a 
‘third way’ between the 
extremes of communism 
and capitalism.

most emotionally charged mo­
ment of his five-day sweep 
across the island. There he is 
expected to proclaim Our La­
dy’s sovereignty over Cuba— 
just as he rallied Catholic 
Poland to “the Queen of 
Poland” at the shrine of the 
Black Madonna in 1979. But 
Our Lady of Charity is also a 
major goddess of Santeria— 
“The Way of the Saints”—an 
African religion imported by 
slaves and the faith to which 60 
percent of Cubans (including 
millions of Catholics) give their 
primary religious allegiance. In 
short, the pope may find him­
self in the odd position of ex­
tolling a syncretistic figure of 
Affo-Cuban rehgion to a nation 
that barely recognizes the fig­
ure of Jesus Christ.

John Paul will have ample 
opportunities to evangelize the

be
At their first meeting, in 1996, Castro did most of the talking

Christian vision of sex and 
marriage in this environment 
will be one of the pope’s more 
difficult challenges.

John Paul is also expected to 
denounce the U.S. embargo on 
Cuba. This alone may be 
worth the price of the pope’s 
admission for Castro. Castro’s 
strategy, especially after the 
loss of subsidies from the for­
mer Soviet Union, has been to 
isolate the United States from 
Europe over the embargo is­
sue. The pope has long op­
posed economic embargoes 
because of their effects on 
civilian populations, but he 
and Castro have more than 
this issue in common. Both 
share the view that unregulat­
ed capitahsm is the enemy of 
human solidarity, and that 
every economic system must 
be measured by the demands

Cubans. In addition to a private meeting with Castro he will ad­
dress an audience of intellectuals at the University of Havana. 
Castro is permitting four outdoor papal masses and will make half 
of the island’s buses, trucks and other forms of transportation 
available to move the faithful. But it is sfill unclear whether the 
government will allow the papal festivities to be televised five. 
The risk to Castro is plain: the Cubans may not know much about 
the papacy, but they are religious enough to be energized by the 
mystique of John Paul II. On such a stage, this pope is always in 
his element—the singer of a new song.

What will he say? Certainly he will address the decay in 
Cuban family values. There are four divorces for every six mar­
riages, and the state’s marriage tax only adds incentive to the 
widespread practice of common-law cohabitation. The abortion 
rate is high—60 for every 100 births and 26 for every 1,000 
women between the ages of 12 and 19. Some women have four or 
more abortions before giving birth to their first child. This pope 
is given to moralizing—that’s his job. But in Cuba he is not con­
fronting the usual lifestyle liberals. It’s tough to start and sus­
tain a family in an economy that cannot feed its own people or 
trade with its wealthy Yarrkee neighbor. How to advance the

of social justice. Here again, the pope must measure his words in 
speaking to one of the last Marxist heads of state.

What the pope wants most, however, is breathing room for the 
Cuban church. Access to media is one issue, the right to hold out­
door religious processions, a ritual dear to all Latin Americans, is 
another. Above all, he wants Castro to admit more foreign 
priests and nuns, and down the road, perhaps, the return of 
Catholic schools, where Castro himself was educated. But if his 
speeches in Poland are any measure, the pope will call for some­
thing more comprehensive; the resurrection of a true civil society 
in Cuba, one in which the people, through unions, churches and 
other organizations, can exercise their liberties and make social 
solidarity—there’s that word again—a reality.

Will Castro listen? During his previous visit with the pope at 
the Vatican, Castro expounded his beliefs at length. When he 
invited the pope to comment, John Paul urged the loquacious 
Marxist to go on, as if he were hearing confession. Since then, 
Castro has been prodding Vatican diplomats to tell him what 
this pope is really like inside, what makes him the man he is. 
Next week he wiU find out. It’s the 9»nfessor’s turn to speak.

With Brook Larmer in Havana and Rod Nordland in Rome
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The Life 

And Times 

Of a Rumor
The unlikely alliance 

behind a Ron Brown 

conspiracy theory

By Mark Hosenball and 
Gregory L. Vistica 
■■OR A FEW TENSE HOURS, IT LOOKED 

like they had a murder on their hands. 
It was April 6,1996, and the forensic 

H team at Delaware’s Dover Air Force 
Base was working on a high-profile case; 
the death of Commerce Secretary Ron 
Brown. Three days before, a plane carrying 
Brown and 34 others had smashed into 
a Croatian mountain, killing everyone 
aboard. The pathologists noticed that the 
top of Brown’s skull had been punctured. 
But there was something strange about the 
wound: it was about the size and shape of 
a .45-caliber bullet hole. What’s more, an 
X-ray of Brovra’s skull revealed a pattern of 
specks that looked like bullet fi-agments. 
The room fell silent.

Still, something didn’t seem right. There 
was no exit wound, and X-rays showed no 
bullet lodged anywhere in BroAvn’s body. 
But what about the apparent bullet frag­
ments? On further examination. X-rays of 
three other victims had exactly the same 
pattern of specks. They weren’t bullet frag­
ments, just dirt on the equipment. The team 
officially concluded Brown had died in the 
crash from a blunt-force injury. Case closed.

Not quite. Almost two years after 
Brown’s death, an unlikely alliance of con­
servative Clinton bashers and liberal 
.\fiican-American politicians is pushing the 
murder theory. In mid-December, the 
“gunshot wound” was the most-talked- 
about subject on talk radio. Now the Con­
gressional Black Caucus and the NAACP 
are demanding answers, and last week 
Jesse Jackson called for an official explana­
tion “to quiet people’s doubts.” The Penta­
gon wants the answer to a different ques­
tion: how did the bullet-hole story ever 
get out of the morgue?

The story likely begins with Lt. Col. 
Steven Cogswell. A military pathologist, 
Cogswell wasn’t at Dover when Brown’s 
body was examined. But he saw the X-rays 
and photographs of Brown’s body. Based on

The RON BROWN Assasination Information 
Clearinghouse
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Whispers on the Web: The Internet is helping peddle allegations about Brown’s death

those, Cogswell concluded the team had 
been too hasty in declaring Brown’s death 
accidental. In a series of lectures called 
“Mistakes and Failures in Forensic Path­
ology,” which he delivered to FBI agents 
and to a group of medical examiners in 
Florida, Cogswell showed slides of Brown’s 
body and faulted his colleagues for not per­
forming an autopsy.

The air force shut down Cogswell’s lec­
tures—but not before reporter Christopher 
Ruddy had gotten wind of the story. Ruddy 
is best known for his pursuit of an alleged 
Vince Foster cover-up. His paper, the Pitts-
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into the storm: Brown visits troops in 
T uzlajust before his fatal 1996 plane crash

burgh Tribune-Review, is owned by 
Richard Mellon Scaife, a conservative mul­
timillionaire with a taste for anti-Clinton 
conspiracies. In a Dec. 3 article. Ruddy laid 
out the bullet theory, quoting Cogswell as 
his primary source. Within days, the story 
was picked up by conservative newspapers 
in the United States and London, was ron 
BROWN DEAD BEFORE HIS PLANE WENT 
DOWN? screamed a Washington Times 
headline. Black Entertainment Television 
also broadcast a lengthy program featuring 
Cogswell's charges. Joe Madison, a radio 
host and member of the NAACP’s national 
board, began pushing the story on his syndi­
cated show. Congressional Black Caucus 
chairv^'oman Maxine Waters asked Janet 
Reno “whether an investigation into the al­
legations is warranted.”

Reno doesn’t think it is. In December, the 
Pentagon's chief medical examiner briefed 
Browns family—who have remained 
silent—on why they ruled out the bullet theo­
ry. An internal military review has confirmed 
the conclusion that Brovin’s death was acci­
dental. and Reno armounced last week that 
Justice won’t look into the matter further. She 
knows that’s'^ot enough to comnnce the ru­
mor buffs—but nothing ever is. ■



Mack:

Henry Cisneros' handwritten note to you reads as follows:

Attached is a confidential memo I sent to the President 
several weeks ago. The more I hear from influence-leaders 
in Miami, the more convinced I am a breakthrough may be 
possible if the President's words are couched correctly. It 
is important to put the burden to act on Castro: i.e., "If 
you will do the following things to demonstrate real opening 
in Cuba, Mr. Castro, the United States will respond as 
follows." I think it would be an effective topic/section in
the State of the Union Address. 
Reagan's Berlin speech directed 
take this wall down!"

It could be as Pres, 
at Gorbachev: Mr. Gorbachev,
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President Clinton

Henry Cisneros i

Ideas for the President’s State of the Union Address 
as Requested by Michael waWman

December 19,1997

IPuniivisioN

1. Beginning on January 21'^ Pope John Paul II will be visiting Cuba. The visit 
will be an important worldwide news story and will be Interpreted as having 
the potential to create a new opening In Cuba- The world press story lines 
will Include the following;

• One of the last great dramas of the Cold War - Communism vs, the 
Catholic Church - Is being played out.

• The Pope's call for freedom will echo bis role In the unraveling of Polish 
and Eastern European Commnnisf regimes,

• Castro’s risk-taking In Inviting the Pope may signal a new readiness for 
dialogue and openness which should be pursued.

• Despite the stark nature of their disagreements on matters of freedoms 
and human libertlesi the Pope and Castro share common priorities for 
social justice and humanitarian assistance. Issues which the Pope is likely 

to address.

• The irresiitibllily to Cubau-Amerlcans of returning to Cuba to witness 
this convergence of their Catholic faith and love of homeland bos resulted 
In about 15,000 Cuban-Americans - many of whom swore they would 
never return to Cuba until Castro was removed - seeking visas and 
planning to be present for the Pope’s visit

I would argue that the you can creatively embrace the apliU of opening and 
advance the fact of opening by appropriate remarks In the State of the Union 
Address, My argument Is based on the following logic:

a) The possibilities for cIvU dialogue about steps toward opening Cuba 
will be Itesb on the minds of Americans and people around the world.
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b) The cnao for modifying the ombnrgo to allaw mcdlctno, food« nnd 
bumnnltHrlnn Imports Is gaining adherents, Including many Coban- 
Americans who still have families in Cuba. There is specific 
legislation now before the Congress to modify the embargo to allow 
bumanltarian products.

c) The constituency for a political middle ground Is growing In the 
Cuban-Amerlcan community. There is a changing alignment of 
political forces and a growing middle ground among Cuban- 
Amerlcans who see humanitarian aid as a possible consensus positlou 
In the debate about the embargo.

d) As we think of the “big picture ebonges” that you can create or 
oversee in the next three years, It is hard to imagine anything more 
powerful than actually “opening” Cuba over the next several years* 
The actual transformation of this remaining “sore spot In our own 
backyard" before the end of the century would surely qualify as a 
major legacy of the your foreign policy stewardship. It Is within 
reach) even with Castro alive.

In the State of the Union Address you can speak in general terms 
about encouraging steps to explore the new potential for opening Cuba or 
speak more concretely in support of the pending legislation on humanitarian 
assistance. You can also lay out a larger vision of Cuba’s transition to 
democracy and human freedoms and explain what the C.S. would be willing 
to do In response to specific positive actions by Cuba. You can call on 
Castro personally to put Cuba on the right side of history In the governing 
time that remains for him, thereby cementing his own historic role rather 
than being portrayed by history as the last intransigent obstacle standing 
against the Inevitable transition to democratic InsUtutlon. It could be a very 
powerful statement that seizes the moment created by the Pope's visit and 
spurs accelerated openings which can later bo traced to your sense of timing 

and decisive action.
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TIME TO REEXAMINE OUR CUBA POLICY 
Speaker Jim Wright 

January 11. 1998

Pope John Paul H’s heralded visit to Cuba this month should inspirit us to reexamine our 

current policy toward that unhappy country, which U S. armed forces freed from Spanish colonial 

rule 100 years ago The centennial year is ripe with opportunities for a new beginning

Our hard-nosed embargo of all trade, travel and services to and from Cuba, including even 

medicines and foodstuffs, has become a self-defeating embarrassment For almost four decades 

we've systematically punished the Cuban economy trying to convince Cubans to overthrow Fidel 

Castro 1 hat, obviously, hasn't worked The bearded ruler’s 39-year reign has outlasted eight 

U S presidents
i
i.

Rather than a tool for prying Castro from power, the embargo has become an instrument* 

of his political survival. It provides him a scapegoat - the United States - on whom to blame the 

island's sundry economic ills, including those resulting from his own mismanagement Meanwhile, 

it miscasts us in the unflattering role of a bully

Particularly hurtful to our iniernational image during the past year has been the U S ban 

on sending food and medicines to Cuba, a lingering relic of the Cold War. Former Senator 

Malcolm Wallop, a Wyoming Republican and no coddler of leftist dictators, asked poignantly last 

April if it made sense, regardless of our feelings for Castro, to deny smitten Cuban children the 

benefits of life-prolonging leukemia drugs The American Association for World Health 

condemned our embargo as shameful And the World Trade Organization questions the legality 

of recent U S attempts to penalize other countries for doing business with Cuba

Staunch allies like Canada, Mexico and the European Union think we're a little silly after 

39 years to keep our people from even traveling to Cuba, since we've long since come to terms
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with fat more llireatening ideological foes such as China and the Soviet Union We even send 

food and medicine to Iraq in exchange for oil, but not to the little country 90 miles off our coast 

whose independence we fathered

Castro, beyond doubt, can be a pain in the rear. He's made a career out of thumbing his 

nose at us ever since the myopic Bay of Pigs invasion attempt in 1961 Ho thinks the Cl A tried 

three times to assassinate him Whatever the truth or morality of that, our ways of trying to 

persuade Cuba haven't worked

Most Cubans admire individual Americans but harshly resent outside intervention in their 

domestic affairs In Cuba today, it's considered a badge of patriotic honor to endure hardships 

stoically rather than bow to "imperialist" domination. Have we wondered why Omar Linares, the_ 

Cuban baseball superstar, turned down a $1,5 million offer to play for the New York Yankees'^ _ 

Or why Teofilo Stevenson, the Olympic heavyweight boxing sensation of the 1970s, repeatedly 

refused lucrative U S. offers to go pro7 Strange as this may seem to us, it has something to do 

with their concept of patriotic duty

A little over two years ago, responsible and highly respected Mexican officials, proven 

friends of our country, told me of private conversations they'd had with Castro In their opinion, 

he would like to cultivate a friendlier relationship with the United States but was afraid of being 

snubbed I'hey think he was ready at one point to announce new human rights guarantees and 

perhaps even set a time for his official retirement, allowing a successor to be chosen in a free 

election But he wouldn't want those things to appear the results of his yielding to outside 

dictation.

There has been so much bad blood on both sides that mutual mistrust paralyzes common 

sense It still rankles Castro that President Eisenhower and Secretary of State John Foster Dulles
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refused to see him when he came to this country seeking an audience after overthrowing the 

Batista regime And President Bill Clinton has not forgotten how. when President Carter oft'ered 

sanctuary to Cuba's political prisoners, Castro cynically sent boatloads of criminally insane to our 

shores. Riots by some of those demented Cubans in an Arkansas prison caused Clinton 

considerable personal embarrassment

So there's an element of wounded pride on each side, and the twice-shy caution of men

once burned The matter is complicated politically by influential Cuban Americans who contribute

to political campaigns and harbor fantasies of riding triumphantly into Havana someday to take

over the government of the country they left 30 years ago Some have died waiting for Castro to

be overthrown And Castro, even if he is ready for a rup/jnjchemerii, isn’t going to die just to i

%please his political foes

1 propose that, in this centennial year of Cuba's independence from Spain, the U S show a 

iifillingn^te to reconcile our diftbronooo with tho oountpy that was eur piV/tCiju in ihv; rnmlly uf 

independent nations We could begin by exempting food, pharmaceutical and medical supplies 

from our embargo of goods shipments to Cuba Surely that wouldn't endanger our national 

security It would be a simple act of compassion for which no further explanation is necessary

Who knows? Such an unbidden gesture of friendship might evoke a spark of reciprocity 

Pope John Paul II's upcoming visit seems to have thawed at least enough ice to restore Christmas 

as a national holiday, and maybe much more good can flow It should be clear by now that 

thumbs in the eye aren't helping. And, even though sometimes unthanked, blessed are the 

peacemakers.



Gender and the Death Penalty
’wr ARIA FAYE Tucker is the 3^year-old for- 

mer prostitute and drug ad^ct who is 
awaiting execution in Texas for murdering 

two people 14 years ago with a pickax. She does not 
seem to be an obvious candidate for clemency. Ms. 
Tucker readily admits her guilt and has apparentiy not 
been denied to legal processes. Yet she has attracted 
an ouh>ouiing of support from such noted conserva­
tives—and death penalty proponents—as Christian 
Coalition founder Pat Robertson. He, along with other 
commentators, has urged Texas Gov. Geor^ W. Bush 
to spare Ms. Tucker’s life. Why die campaign agtost 
executing this woman? Ms. Tucker, in the years since 
the murder, has convincingly changed her attitude and 
persona, say her advocates, and has been miraculously 
transformed from a monster into an exemplar of prison 
rehabilitation.

Few seem to doubt die sincerity of Ms. Tucker’s 
conversion or her good works in prison, but this is hot 
the point She is not the first death-row inmate to make 
a dramatic change for the better while awaiting 
execution for a terrible crime. And it is difficult to 
imagine that her case would attract even a glimmer of 
interest were she not an attractive woman who does 
not conform to pervasive societal images of murder­
ers. For many people who are normally unmoved by 
pleas such as those being made on her behalf the 
relevance of factors such as her previous addiction and

her self-reformation in prison are evidently easier to 
see in someone with whom they can identify.

The mere tot that a debate over her fate is taking 
place, in other words, is a reflection of how disparately 
the death penalty is ^plied in this country. More than 
400 people have been executed in the United States 
since the Supreme Court reinstated coital punish- 
ihent in 1976. But of these, only one was a woman.

Texas, now preparing to execute Ms. Tucker, h^ 
not lolled a woman since die Civil War, though it 
executed 37 men only last year. Part of the reason for 
this disparity is that women commit fewer capital 
crimes than men. But part of the reason is that, though ‘ 
Texans purfwrt to like the death penalty, they manage 
not to apply it in those cases that would most challenge 
the policy in the public mind.

Those of us vdio oppose capital punishment hope 
Ms. Tucker receives clemency, because we oppose 
executions across the board, ^pporters of the death 
penalty, however, should not try to esc^ the conse­
quences of their position by arguing that this woman is 
deeply different fix)m men who have been condemned. 
Gov. Bush has said he will not consider Ms. Tucker’s 
gender in re\tiewing her clemency case, and this is the 
correct approach for him to take—though it will 
probably cost Ms. Tucker her life. Those who are 
squeamish about executing women should reconsider 
their position on the death penalty itself.

Belated Aid for the Double Victims
iniNALLY, AFTER far too long a wait, some help is 
M on the way for the double victims of history: 
X ftose Jews who survived the Naa Holocaust and 
dien five decades of Communist dictatorship as well. 
Unlike concentration camp survivors who live in the 
United States or Israel, Jews in the former Soviet 
Union and Eastern Europe have, in most cases, 
received nothing in the way of compensation. Whereas 
a survivor in the West may receive from German 
reparation funds a rndq^ pension of $270 or so, 
elderly survivors in Ukrjdne or Latvia fypically receive 
nothi^—although in noany instances their needs 
^ay are far greater.

Now Germany, to its credit and that of Chancellor 
Helmut Kohl, h^ agreed to establish a fund of $110 
million for ghetto and concentration cantp survivors in 
the former Communist world. Monthly payments 
appropriately will go directly to indi^duals, not 
tiirough lo(^ governments. Ihe funds should begin 
flowing in afew months. Perh^ 20,000 people are still 
alive to benefitfrom tiiis program.

It is, of course, a shame that so much time passed, 
and so many survivors died, before Germany a^owl-

edged this responsibilify. Germany overall has set a 
positive model for the worid, one that few other nations 
have matched, in frdng up to the evils of its history and 
paying about $60 biflion in reparations for admittedly 
unrightable wrongs. But in fte case of the Eastern 
Europeans, it stalled for half a decade, offering varying 
untenable excuses. Only when the American Jewish 
Committee went public with its tenacious campaign, 
beginning last spring, did it begin to make progress. 
Quiet State Department pressure and a Senate resolu­
tion endorsed by 82 senators also may have helped.

It will always be possible to complain—and it will 
always be true—that any compensation for Holo­
caust-related suffering is too little too late. In this 
instance, though, the emphasis should rattier be on 
Germany’s reversal of position, never easy for a 
government, and even more on the belated recogni­
tion of the legitimate claim of survivors who have too 
long been ignored. For them, the modest amounts of 
money no doubt will matter greatly. But perhaps the 
knowledge ttiat they and their suffering h^ not been 
forgotten will matter even more.
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A Run for the Money in Annapolis
W’TTH ALL 188 legislative seats and the gov­

ernor’s office up for election in November— 
and with more than $260 million in unantici­

pated revenues to be dispensed somehou>—\ht cre­
ative juices of lawmakers in Annapolis could reach 
flood stage this year. Every politician comes to today’s 
opening of the General As^mbly with more than a few 
ideas about how best to make the extra cash disappear. 
But if they stop to think about it for a le^slative 
moment, their home counties could put the money to 
good use in their schools, and the state could do the 
same for higher education. That is the lead that has 
been taken by Gov. Glendening, and it rings a bell with 
those county leaders whose school systems are beset 
by new demands for space and programs.

The pressure for a larger state commitment to 
education at all levels is coming from more than the 
usual comers—parents and educators-r-and with 
good reason. Businesses, big and small, have recog­
nized that a prentier education^ system is essential if 
Maryland is to compete seriously with other nearby 
states for economic development Maryland’s lawmak­
ers need look no farther than aaoss the Potomac, 
where their Virginia counterparts have been lobbying 
hard for education support and \<diere Gov.-elect 
Gilmore is not only listening intently but also respond­
ing with money and the appointment of a secretary of 
technology to help make new things happen faster.

Some legislators in Maryland are seiang on tire 
oaasion to push for an acceleration of flie phased-in tax 
cut th^ was enacted last But those members vdio
are focusing on an even more immediate als well as more

lasting endeavor—upgrading education in general and 
making it available to more people—are satisfied with 
the tax-cut schedule already in place and realize the 
important rewards of investing instead in their schools.

The new recognition of educational needs is a 
welcome indication of shifting legislative power in the 
Maryland legislature, away fi-om traditionally domi­
nant Baltimore City to the Washington-B^timore 
suburbs. Credit for this overdue correction of the 
“Baltimore Tilf goes to two suburban leaders—Mont­
gomery County Executive Doug Duncan and Prince 
George’s County Executive Wayne Curry. They joined 
forces and then invited their counterparts in neighbor­
ing counties to be allies in a battie for more equitable 
distribution of state school aid.

Though Mr. Curry and Mr. Duncan didn’t prevail 
last year, they showed enough muscle to win a better 
shake this time around. Several key players got their 
drift and helped set tiie stage for a spotlight this year on 
education. Right after last year’s session. House 
Speaker Casper Taylor spoke up for suburban school 
concerns. State School Superintendent Nancy Gras- 
nuck woriced with a task force and came up with a 
fairer statewide system for distributing assistance. And 
Gov. Glendening has now seized on the state’s new 
financial opportunity to endorse significant increases 
in assistance to education.

The governor’s political opponents will continue to 
grouse about election-year stunts, but the prevailing 
windfalls that have happened on Gov. Glendening’s 
watch make going for more education money possible 
as well as desirable.

Our Man in Havana
f 11W0 IMPORTANT, elderly figures of the 
I Cold War are about to meet and contest in 
J. Cuba. The host, Communist leader Fidel 

Castro, still seeks legitimacy after 39 insecure years in 
ppwCT. His guest. Pope John Paul H, tested antK^im- 
munist and underminer of established Communist 
regimes, swks religiouliftand political freedoms for 
Cuba’s millions. In whati^is shaping up as a classic 
endof-era confrontation, our man in Havana—that is, 
one representing the claims of democracy-Hs Jota 
Paul

For all of the Castro repression, Cuba remains a 
heavily Catholic country and to that mdent at least an^ 
anthCommunist one. Fidel Castro’s revival of tiie 
Christmas just past as a public holiday was for him a 
token g^ture. But for Cubans it marked offidal 
recognition of a traditional chosen identity. The 77- 
year-old John Paul represents precisely the fixture—in­
dividual liberty—that the 71-year-old Castro denies.

The pope has precise ideas about how to opdi up 
the closed and disciplined Cuban society. He believes 
that the larger post-^ld War circumstances have now 
changed enough to make possible a fioiitfiil dialogue 
with the ruling dictator—and wifli religious and o£er

elements of Cuba’s emerging civil society. Now there is 
the prospect of a peaceful transition to democracy.

John Paul spe^ fiom a vastness of experience and 
success that no active figure anj^ere can match. His 
^proach differs from tile longtime American empha­
sis on isolating and embargoing Cuba. A bit of a 
good-cop, bad-wp act is unfolding here. The pope is in 
a position to offer concessions that an American 
government would have trouble making—and to reap 
concessions that the Cuban government could never 
make to the Umted States. Such an approach will work, 
howver, only if the American government moves its 
policy out of fee time warp in vfeich it stiD is caught and 
makes its own timely aclmowledgment of change.

Here lies fee political importance of fee pope’s 
reception. It carves out extra space for a policy 
r^nsideration by fee United States. Fidel Castro, 
wife fee fall of fee Soviet Union and fee rise of Tatin 
democracy, long ago lost a cap^ility to harm Ameri­
can security interests. His model of crumbling totalitar­
ian rule has no takers anywhere. \^at remains to be 
consummated in Cuba is a passage to democracy and 
to normal relations wife fee United States. John Paul is 
showing fee way.
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iisiness-Led Coalition Ur^ US. to Relax Embai^o on Cuba
Groups Have Mixed Motives for Ending Ban on Humanitarian TradeHn Food, Medicine

By Thomas W. Lippman
Wi»lim«ioo Pom SuHWriar

An unusual coalition of business 
groups, corporate executives, religious 
organizations, lobbyists, members of 
Confess and prominent former U.S, 
officials called yesterday for relaxing 
the U.S. embargo on trade with Cuba to 
permit the sale of food and medical 
supplies.

Calling itself "Americans for Human­
itarian Trade AVith Cuba," the group 
was organized by the U.S. Chamber of 
Commerce, one of the nation’s most 
infiuential business organizations. In a 
news conference at the chamber’s 
headquarters here, 'WTllard A Woric- 
man, its international vice president, 
pledged to run a “grass-roots cam­
paign" to enlist support for legislation 
introduced in both houses of Congress 
last year to modify the trade ban.

He and other Chamber of Com­
merce officials said they timed the 
news conference to take advantage of 
the attention focused on Cuba by the 
visit next week of Pope John Paul II.

Participants made clear that they 
came together with different motives: 
Some want to do business with Cuba, 
some believe the entire U.S. embargo 
is bad policy and some seek only to 
moderate what they say is the suffering 
of innocent Cubans deprived of food 
and medicine.

Food and medidne were added to 
the trade embargo as part of the 1992 
Cuban Democracy Act

For the Chamber of Commerw and 
some individual businesses, the l^er- 
term goal is to reduce the U,S. reliance 
on economic sanctiocs as an instru­
ment of U.S. policy in Cuba and other 
countries, Workmm and odier cham­
ber officials said.

The Clinton administration has tak­
en no position on the legislation, spon­
sored in the House by Reps, Esteban

Edward Torres (IKlalif) and Charles 
B. Rangel (D-N.Y.) and in the Senate by 
Sens. Christopher J. Dodd (D-Conn.) 
and Rod Grams (R-Minn.). It is op­
posed by several Cuban American 
groups.

To support its campaign the cham­
ber rolled out an altstar cast of busi­
ness and political figures. Joining 
Workman at the news conference were 
former House Ways and Means Com­
mittee chairman Sin Gibbons (D-Fla.), 
former senator Malcolm Wallop (R- 
Wyo.) and retired Marine Corps Gen. 
John J. Sheehan, former NATO su­
preme commander.

The "advisory council" includes for­
mer Treasury secretary Lloyd Bent-

sen; former Federal Reserve chairman 
Paul A Volcker, former World Bank 
president AW. Clausen; Benjamin 
Spock; David Rockefeller former U.S. 
Trade Representative Carla A Hills; 
and Dwayne Andreas, chairman of the 
giant ^her Daniels Midland agribusi­
ness company.

Joan Brown Campbell, executive 
secretary of the National Council of 
Churches and a supporter of the coali­
tion, told the news conference via a 
telephone hookup that on a recent visit 
to Cuba, “I saw firstiiand how U.S. 
restriction on the sale of food, medicine 
and medical supplies undermines
health and nutrition in Cuba__ The
National Council of Churches plans to

work hard to allow sales of food, medi­
cines and medical supplies simply be­
cause it is the right thing to do.”

A member of the group’s executive 
committee, Dehns Fernandez Levy, ex­
ecutive director of the Cuban-^erican 
Alliance, said in a telephone interview 
tiiat m^ Cuban Americans "agree that 
the policy is counterproductive, it is not 
getting rid of Castro and it is creating 
pain and misery for people in Cuba."

But lincoh Diaz-Balart (R-Fla.), 
a prominent Cuban American, said (he 
Chamber of Commerce campaign 
‘demonstrates a profound ignorance of 
Cuban reality and contributes to giving 
capitalism a bad name" and predicted 
the lobbying campaign will fail.
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Japanese 

Official Held 

Hostage
Ri^tist Frees Man 

After 5-Hour Standoff
By Kevin Sullivan

_________ WishingioD Po« Foreign Strvict

TOKYO, Jan. 14 (Wednesday)—A 
right-wing extremist armed with a 
handgun held a Finance Ministry 
official hostage at the Tokyo Stock 
Exchange for more than five hours 
Tuesday before surrendering peace­
fully.

Tetsuo Itagaki, 41, had demanded 
a meeting with Japanese Finance 
Minister Hiroshi Mitsuruka and that 
trading on the exchange be halted. 
Both demands were dem’ed; activity 
on the trading floor, located in anoth­
er part of the building, continued 
uninterrupted while 400 police offi­
cers in bulletproof vests filled the 
budding and the streets outside.

Itagaki is reportedly a member of 
one of Japan's many right-wing orga- 
niaations, who profess fiercely na­
tionalistic and xenophobic views and 
are often violent Police said Itagaki 
was arrested in 1985 after throwing a 
firebomb at a government office to 
protest the construction of a housing 
complex for U S. military personnel 
stationed in Japan.

Police said Itagaki was upset at die 
Japanese government’s response to
the financial crisis sweeping ^ia. He
told police that Prime Minister Ryu- 
taro Hashimoto’s “Big Bang” propose 
als to open Japan’s financial markets 
would result in the United States 
taking over Japan’s financial system.: 

The crisis b«gan at about 1 p.m. 
(12 a.m. Tuesday EST), when Ita­
gaki, dressed in a suit, came to the 
exchange building and asked to 
meet with a Fmance Ministry official 
who works there. He reportedly 
showed a business card diat identi­
fied him as an executive with a film 
company. Although he had no ap­
pointment, he was shown into a 
waiting room and given a cup of tea.

When Masahiro Abe, the official, 
entered the room, Itagaki reporteiy 
fired one shot into die ceiling and 
took ^e hostage. He slid a note 
outlining his demands under the 
door. Stock trading, which is con-'' 
ducted on a different floor of thet 
building, continued until its inaia^ 
closing time ot3 p.m.; stocks closed 
d'.’-'i slightly.

■sgaki surrendered at about 6:30 
, p.m. after talking to an unidentifled' 

high-ranking official of a right-wing, 
group. The man apparently persuad­
ed Itagaki to surrender, and Abe was 
released unharmed.

Mitsuziflta, the finance minister,' 
was in the national parliament build­
ing on Tuesday seeking passage of a 
package of bills to respond to the 
nation’s financial problems. He told 
reporters that armed confrontation 
was an unacceptable way to influ­
ence government policy.

“It is intolerable to challenge by 
violence the flamework of a law-gov­
erned state,” he said.

Outside the building, located in a 
busy downtown area, other right- 
wing extremists arrived in their 
sound trucks—armored buses and. 
vans painted with nationalistic slo­
gans and fitted with powerful sound 
systems. One rightist spoke into his 
microphone: “I have great sympafty 
for the man in this building,” offering 
support for the hostage-taker.

Israel Delays 

West Bank 

Withdrawal
Palestinians Accused 

Of Reneging on Pledges
By Jeffrey Heller

'____________Reuters

JERUSALEM, Jan. 13—Israel de­
cided today not to carry out a troop 
puUback in the West Bank until the 
Palestinians meet what it said were 
commitments made a year ago in a 
U.S.-brokered document.

Palestinian leaders reacted angri­
ly. accusing Prime Minister Binya- 
min Netanyahu of trying to stall the 
long-delayed withdrawal further.

“The cabinet decided today that 
there can be no Israeli withdrawal 
before the Palestinians live up to 
their comniitments according to the 
Hebron agreement and the Note for 
the Record,” David Bar-RIan. a top 
Netanyahu aide, said. The cabinet 
acted in preparation for a meeting 
next Tuesday between Netanyahu , 
and President Clinton. ' I

The U.S.-negotiated Note for the 
Record accompanied the 1997 agree- ■ 
ment on the handover of most of the 
West Bank town of Hebron to Pales­
tinian rule.

Israel has accused the Palestin- 
ims of reneging, on key pledges in 
the Hebron document, primarily to 
combat “systematically and effective­
ly terrorist organizations and infra­
structure” and to “complete the pro­
cess of revising the Palestinian 
National Charter.”

But the Palestinians say they have
been making a genuine effort to curb 
attacks by Muslim militants and have 
already canceled clauses in the char­
ter that Israel contends call for the 
Jewish state’s desfruction.

*^e important thing is that we 
believe that if the Palestinians keep 
their side of the bargain, well keep 
our side of the bargain,” Netanyahu 
told reporters.

Meanwhile there have been signs 
of closer Israeli-Palestinlan coopera­
tion in fighting Muslim militants. Isra­
el said Monday that its forces working 
with Palestinian police in the West i 
Bank seized guerrillas of the Muslim i 
group Hamas vdio were planning at­
tacks. In the West Bank dty of Nablus
today, Palestinian intelligence officers
took reporters to an “explosives facto- i 
ry” uncovered in the operation. ■
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The President
The White House jn ?m5:0?
Washington, D C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

I was extremely surprised and disappointed by your remarks on U.S. policy toward Cuba while 

traveling in Latin America last month.

As a member of the House Democratic leadership and as someone who has defended this 
administration to the Cuban-American community in Florida and New Jersey time and time again,
I find it extremely disconcerting that you would give credence to your critics and disassociate 
yourself fi^om U.S. policy toward Cuba. Your statement implied that the embargo and the Cuban 
Liberty and Democratic Solidarity Act are in place only because of “hardliners in Miami.”

The Libertad Act has been the most effective tools ever employed by the United States in its 
policy toward Cuba. In the past one and one-half years, since you signed the Libertad Act into 
law we have seen more positive movements fi"om the nations of the European Union and Latin 
America toward Cuba than in the preceding thirty-seven years combined.

The European Union’s Common Position on Cuba, the public acknowledgment of human ri^ts 
abuses and calls for democracy and the concern by some Ibero-American nations about holding 
the 1999 Ibero-American Summit in Cuba are derivatives of your signing the Libertad Act. The 
world has begun to see the reality of life in Cuba and it has begun to tire of Castro’s rhetoric and

tyranny.

In the same way that other ethnic communities exercise their right to lobby their government on 
issues of U.S. foreign policy, the Cuban-American community should not chided for advocating 
for measures which will promote the advent of democracy in Cuba.

I hope that the Cuban-American community and the Cuban people can continue to count on your 
support and leadership to advance the day when Cuba joins the host of democratic nations in the 

Western Hemisphere.

Sincerely

THIS STATIONERY PRINTED ON PAPER MADE OF REC

BERT
vcMfi^er of Congress
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-r Younger 

Cubans, 

exiles'want 

a new Cuba
ORONTO — In Canada and 

j I Spain, far from Miami’s
unproductive hothouse poli-

’ tics, the death of Jorge Mas Can- 
bsa has led to quiet reassessments 
about Cuba’s future after Fidel 
Castro, now 72. also has departed. 

Assuming that a peaceful post- 
Castro succession takes place, a 
prognosis is growing that many 
Cubans in their 40s and early 50s 
m business in Miami and in gov­
ernment in Havana will want to 
work together to restore Cuba.

Largely free of the vengeance 
and anger that still consumes so 
many of their aging parents who 
cannot forget life in pre-revolu­
tionary Cuba, this new generation 
Will want to change Cuba ’’their 

• way."
The suggestion that Cuban 

Americans and Havana-based 
Cubans can work together in Cuba 
sometime soon sounds as revolu­
tionary as the Cuban Revolution 
Itself. Yet recent scholarly surveys 
in Miami, and many private admis- 

, sions by the young technocrats 
managing Havana’s state minis­
tries to Canadians working in 
Cuba, deliver the same firm mes­
sage: They want
a U;S.-Cuba -------------------
dialogue to 
commence 
soon.

A "bench­
mark poll" bv 
FloridaTntema- 
tional Univer-, 
sity [funded by 
The Miami Her- 
ald] and 
reported in June 
revealed that 
among young Cubans^ 74 
iavpred dialogue. That compared 
with 33 percent of those 65 or 
older.

Certainly after almost four 
decades of trying, the confronta- 

, tional methods that the United 
' ' States has used against Cuba —
, .including the 36-ycar-old U.S.

embargo and last year’s Hclms- 
‘ Burton law — have not worked. 

The embargo’s long-term effects
will

JOHN D. 
HARBRON

FAX NO.:, 13054.470965____ _____ _________ 01-07-98 07 : 15 P.01
Utterly to unseat Castro, who has 
survived eight U.S presidents 
from Eisenhower to Clinton and 
now has outlived Mas Canosa.

In Havana many senior bureau­
crats worry about Cuba’s severely 
deteriorating economy as they 
cope with the threats of the Helms- 
Burton law against desperately 

, needed but now-wary foreign 
operators.

Any future associations between 
Cuban technocrats, who have 
worked in Castro’s ministries, and 
Cuban-American executives 
trained in the U.S. open-market 

, economy are likely to he prickly.
For example, outsiders surely 

will want to eliminate the ineffi­
cient State-funded social programs 
of the long Castro era. But the sur­
viving bureaucrats from the Castro 
era, trained in the mixed econo­
mies of Canada and European 
democracies whose governments 
long have sustained both the pri­
vate sector and such state-sup­
ported programs as universal 
health care — rejected in the 
United States ™ will agree that 
social programs can be improved 
but not shut down.

No longer isolated from the out­
side world, many of these Cuban 
officials would open a dialogue — 
if they could.

If all this sounds like “blue 
sky,’’ remember; Castro has been 
appointing new members to his 
Cabinet and the senior bureaucracy 
from amung a young cadre of 
Cubans who are not veterans of the 
original revolutionary struggle.

Chief among them are two of 
Latin America’s most impressive 
technocrats. They are Vice Presi­
dent Carlos Lagc, 44, a skilled 
economist in charge of Cuba’s 
Joint-venture program who has 
been called ‘‘Cuba’.s undeclared 
prime minister"; and Roberto 
Robaina Gonzalez, 47, Castro’s 
foreign minister, who is highly 
regarded around Latin America for 
his negotiating skills.

During a Canadian-govemment 
trade mission to Cuba in 1975, for­
mer yice President Carlos Rafael 
Rodriguez, veteran Cuban Com­
munist Party intellectual who was 
called "unde of the revolution," 
told me that “it is easier for a nun 
to change into a monk than for an 
exile in Miami to return home and 
become a Cuban again." He died 
Dec. 8 at 84.

If "history will absolve me," a,s 
the onetime student revolutionary 
Fidel Castro prognosticated in July 
1953, it will also — ultimately — 
prove Rodriguez wrong.



The pope and Cuba
rr^he Cubans celebrated Christmas this year—for

I the first time in almost 20 years. In Fidel 
X Castro’s Cuba, you see, Christmas is generally 

not on the calendar, replaced instead with a none-too- 
festive day of sugarcane harvesting. In a workers’ 
paradise such as Cuba, who needs the opium of the 
masses, as Karl Marx contemptuously described 
religion?

But this year is. different. In a little less than a 
month, on Jan. 21 to be precise. Pope John Paul II 
will pay a visit to Cuba, the first ever by a pontiff since 
Fidel’s revolution in 1959, and as a courtesy, Mr. 
Castro generously allowed his subjects a privilege 
that Christians in free countries the world over 
consider a basic right Communism, wherever this 
holdover of the 20th century’s darkest days stm 
exists, be it in Cuba or Communist China, still 
remains hostile to religious beliefs, which in the 
nature of things cannot be controlled by the state. As 
the head of the Roman Catholic Church, the pope will 
be the visible symbol of that which the state cannot 
extinguish, try as hard as it may.

It is fairly clear that Mr. Castro did not extend the 
invitation out of a sudden 1 Ith-hour conversion in his 
advancing years. Cuba is feeling the impact of the 
Cuban Freedom Act, also known as the Helms- 
Burton bill, which penalizes foreign companies 
trading in the property of American citizens in Cuba. 
Despite the fact that President Clinton repeatedly has 
waived the legislation’s harshest measures, it has had 
a distinctly discouraging effect on foreign companies 
eyeing lucrative business deals there. Mr. Castro is 
looking for all the help he can get to slip out fix)m 
under its strictures, and Pope John Paul II is on the 
record opposing embargoes.

What the pope could really do for Cuba, however, 
probably bears little resemblance to what Fidel 
Castro has in mind. Having lived through both the

occupation of Poland by Nazi Germany and by the 
communists, he knows better than most of us the 
nature of totalitarianism. 'Throughout the 1980s, the 
pope’s support was crucial for the Polish church’s role 
in its resistance against the Communist regime. The 
church worked hand in hand with the Solidarity labor 
movement. By the late 1980s, as went Poland, so went 
the rest of Central and Eastern Europe.

'This is not to say that churches have always served 
such a function. East Germany’s protestant churches 
and Russia’s Orthodox Church managed 
accommodation wifii the state. And, in Cuba, the 
relationship between the church and the state has 
undergone some changes in recent years. While Ae 
1960s saw hard-core repression of religion, including 
persecution and church burnings, in recentyears, the 
climate has eased up some. Church attendance has 
grown, with Cattiolic missions and some protest^t 
denominations, for example, the Methodists, gaining 
ground and aiding in the distribution of international 
humanitarian aid. There is an understanding, though, 
that there will be no challenge to the state from the 
churches that are allowed to operate. Priests who do 
not abide by this find themselves given the same 
rough treatment as other dissidents.

In the United States, an intense debate has broken 
out among members of the Cuban American 
community. Some want to take advantage of the 
lifted State Department ban on travel to Cuba. Others 
still refuse to set foot in their former homeland until 
Mr. Castro is gone for good. That is not the real issue 
here. The real issue is the hope he brings the million 
Cubans who will watch him celebrate mass in the 
Plaza de la Revolucion in Havana. For the rest of us, 
the world media will bring us this notable event. We 
might let it remind us not to ease up the pressure until 
Mr. Castro allows Cubans to have their Christmas 
every year and—a real elected government to boot._

Make this polluter pay
Xt pumps millions of tons of sinister greenhouse 
I gases into the atmosphere each year. It fiouts with 

Ximpunity the consensus of the recently conclud­
ed climate-change talks in Kyoto, Japan. And it 
would no doubt similarly defy any climate-change 
treaty that the governments of the world could bring 
themselves to sign in an effort to save the planet from 
future warming.

If it were an individual or business, it might be in 
jail by now. But it is neither. This mean-spirited envi­
ronmental saboteur is none other than Yellowstone 
National Park. i

According to Penn Stffe ifosearchers, Yellowstone 
produces an estimated 44 million tons of carbon diox­
ide each year. 'That’s the odorless, colorless incom­
bustible gas linked, among others, to global warm­
ing. In a paper presented to the American 
Geophysical Union meeting in San Francisco this 
month, Cindy Werner and Susan Brantley reported 
that hot springs and thermal vents in the park’s Mud 
Volcano area emitted some 176,300 tons of carbon 
dioxide annually. Extrapolating from those numbers, 
the researchers suggested the entire park may gen­
erate about 44 million tons of the gas each year. 'The 
average power plant in this country produces 10 
times less, or about 4.4 million tons.

“[We] expect,” the two scientists said in a study 
abstract, “the carbon dioxide emissions derived 
from the Yellowstone geothermal/volcanic system 
could be a significant contributor to the worldwide 
C02 emissions, and we stress that other geothermal 
systems should be quantified for global carbon bud­
gets.”

Tliest findings are significant because some sci­

entists believe rising concentrations of carbon diox­
ide help to trap heat in the atmosphere, raising plan­
etary thermometers, melting polar ice caps and 
flooding countries around the globe. Man-made 
emissions have borne most of the blame in the press 
for this gloomy outlook even though 1) the biggest 
greenhouse gas of all — constituting more than 90 
percent of all such emissions — is good old, all-nat­
ural water vapor; and 2) it’s not clear such emissions 
are driving up world temperatures in the first place.

■The Kyoto talks were supposed to help generate 
ema^on caps on the tiny fraction that man produces, 
tl|<fyfcy reducing gas levels and averting disaster. 'lb 
ftilfiU their end of tiie bargain, for example, US. con­
sumers would have to slash projected consumption 
of oil and coal by as much as 30 percent. 'They would 
have to give up their minivans and sport utility vehi­
cles for more environmentally sensitive econobox­
es. They would have to rely on more efficient light 
bulbs and air conditioners, assuming such luxuries 
are still available.

'The Yellowstone study is a timely reminder that 
man is not the environmental thug activists would 
have you believe. Indeed it appears that insofar as it 
is possible to say the environment is being mugged, 
the mugger may be the environment itself.

So if environmentalists are serious about “doing 
something” about ^obal warming, thty should seek 
the arrest of Old Faithful for unauthorized emissions 
and make sure this particular polluter pays for what 
it is doing to the planet.

Or, better, they could acknowledge, as many sci­
entists have suggested, that there is no global warm­
ing crisis and leave Yellowstone and man alone.

Stie gTuneg
WEDNESDAy, DECEMBER 31, 1997



Waning legal defense fund officially closed as 
Clintons head for sun, fun By William Neikirk 
Chicago Tribune (KRT)

HILTON HEAD, S.C. One of the many topics discussed by 
prominent Americans at the annual Renaissance Weekend is how to 
spend a million dollars, but President Clinton, w'ho arrived Tuesday, 
has a much more challenging problem how to raise $3 million to pay 
his legal bills.

His legal defense fund announced it was shutting dowm aliei' a huge 
decline in contributions. Through the first 11 months of 1991. the 
three-year-old fiind brought in less than $80,000, not enough to jiay 
the year's expenses of more than $92,000.

The president thanked the people who contributed to the 
Presidential Legal Expense Trust and those who ran it, tlien asked the 
White House legal counsel's office to look into '' the ethical and legal 
requirements" for raising the money he will need to represent himself 
m the future

White House deputy news secretary Joseph Lockliart said the 
counsel's office is looking into '' a different kind of trust or vehicle that 
can be more effective. ..."

The White House blamed negative publicity from the campntgn 
finance scandal for the droijoff m giving to the tiind. which took in 
$1.3 million and paid legal bills of $766.134 since it was established 
in 1994.

Most of the money went for jiax ing legal expenses in the Whitewater 
investigation, but Clinton also owes $17 1.813 in legal bills from the 
tlind-raising scandal

One of the president's old friends. Yah Lin Charlie" frie, a fonnei 
Arkansas restaurateur and international businessman, dealt the biggest 
blow to the fund. Alter Trie delivered $640,000 in donations to the 
fund, its trustees questioned the origin of much of the monev and 
decided to return all of it.

The notoriety a.ssociated with that incident had a chilling effect on 
contributions to the trust fund," said Michael Cardozo, tlie hind's 
executive director. "There is no question the notoriety hurt us."

The defense fund also had been hampered by a restriction that 
barred trustees from soliciting donations, but Cardozo said he believed 
the challenges to raising money for the president's legal defense can be 
overcome. The fund will .stop accepting cheeks dated ahei I )ee 3 I. 
1997.

Among those who gave the ma.ximum $ 1.000 to tlie hind in 1997 
were Judith McHale, chief executive of Di.scovery Conununications. 
which operates the Discovery cable channel: autJior Jean Auel; New 
York insurance executive Walter Kaye; and Washington lawyer 1‘hilip 
Verveer, whose wife is chief of staff for First Lady Hillan Roiiham 
Clinton.

Clinton also has huge legal expenses from defending a sexual 
harassment suit filed by Paula Corbin Jones, but so far an iiisui ance 
policy has met most oftho.se expenses

According to the tiustees of the hind, it has paid $766.1.34 of 
Clinton's and the first lad\ 's legal bills, with another $3 million owed 
Of hie unpaid bills. $2.7 million is owed to Clinton's Whitew ater 
attorney, David Kendall.

Thougli the mounting legal bills have concerned the president in the 
past, he seemed in a good mood as he came to hiis island resort to 
attend the Renaissance Weekend gahieritig of leaders from \ anmis 
walks of life and to play some golf

He brought along his dog. Buddy, who got his first ride on Air Force 
One. "He's a happy little camper." said Clintom who earned the dog 
down the stairs of the airplane. .Socks, the family cat. was left home 
becau.se. Clinton ex|ilained. he might damage hotel caipets with Ins 
claws

Clinton also revealed Buddy and Socks do not get alotig I still 
haven't reconciled him with Socks yet." he .said But 1 am woi ktng at 
It 1 almost got thetn together" He said when he returns from his trip, 
reconciling tlie two will be his first jirqiecl.

The Renais.sance Weekend, started in 1981 by Philip Ladei, now the 
U S. ambassador to Britain, and his wife. Linda Lesourd Ladei. 
attracted 1,500 opinion leaders who talked about tojiics ranging from 
the nature of virtue, the changing roles of men and women, capital 
gains and e.state taxes, sailing the South Pacific, and what to do w ith 
a million dollars.

Partlv a serious conference on iiiaior topics and pailb a 
.schmoozefest of leaders of tlie Baby Boom generation, the event has 
helped generate interest in i.ssues that ultimately have led changing to 
national poF.ci’s, such as reforming welfare. Lader said.

The Clintons will take part in a discussion w ith the other tin itees on 
New Year's Eve. "The general theme is the road ahead," Lader said.

If all goes as plamied, the jii esident and first lady will join others

around a piano on New Year's Eve and sing '' Auld Lang Syne" and 
God Bless America" to ring in a new year. Then they will depart for 

a vacation in the Virgin Islands.

Tyson Foods Pleads Guilty to Giving Blegaliy to 
Clinton OfTicial By Naftali Bendavid, Chicago Tribune

WASHINGTON -Dec. 30-Tyson Foods Inc., the world's largest 
poultry processor, agreed to plead guilty Monday and pay a $6 million 
jrenalty for giving illegal gifts to former Agriculture Secretary Mike 
Espy, marking a legal setback for Espy and a political one for 
President Clinton.

The $6 million penalty, although large by some standards, is a 
pittance for a company the size of Tyson, whose annual sales exceed 
$5 billion. But it is significant because Tyson - which is based in 
Springdale, Ark., and is a powerhouse in that state - had close ties to 
Clinton when he was governor.

While there is no suggestion of improper dealings between Tyson 
and Clinton, the guilty plea adds to the president's ethical 
embarrassments. It bolsters the image, pushed by his opponents, of 
Clinton as a product of a murky Arkansas world of shady business and 
political deals.

The plea was a victory for independent counsel Donald Smaltz and 
It could aft'ect the upcoming trial of Espy, who is charged with 
accepting improper gratuities from Tyson and others. Tyson 
essentially pleaded guilty to trying to influence government policy 
tluough illegal means

The plea agreement cannot be directly introduced at Espy's 
upcoming trial. But it seems likely that Smaltz's team will find a way 
to mention it.

Tyson had important business before USDA, Smaltz's office says. 
Wlien Espy led it, USDA officials were considering imposing labeling 
requirements tliat would have cost Tyson $30 million. Meanwhile, 
aceording to the plea, Tyson gave Espy gifts valued at about $ 12,000.

The gifts included air travel for Espy and his girlfriend to a birthday 
jiarty in Ai kansas, a $ 1,200 scholarship for the woman and tickets to a 
football game between the Dallas Cowboys and Green Bay Packers

Until Monday, Tyson had defended itself against Smaltz's charges 
with unusual vigor. But company lawyer Thomas Green said the 
investigation was taking a toll on Tyson.

Its attention was being diverted fi-om its principal task of 
producing quality products," Green said.' ’ And from what we could 
tell, Smaltz was committed to stay on for the next 20 years and pursue 
eveiything under the sun."

Smaltz wasted little time trumpeting the guilty plea.
Such conduct must continue to invite outrage, never passivity," he 

lironounced ' Our government is the government of all the people, 
and not just the privileged few who seek to buy their way into 
regulatorv' grace."

Esjyv's lawyer, Reid Weingarten, sought to minimize the importance 
of Tyson's plea to his client.

Tyson's corporate decision to settle the independent counsel's 
burdensome and expensive investigation by pleading guilty to a single 
count does not implicate Mike Espy," Weingarten said. "Mr. Espy is 
ftilly confident tliat he will be fully vindicated on the merits at trial."

During his three-year tenure, Smaltz has often infuriated his targets 
- and not a few critics - who believe he has run roughshod over the 
agribusiness industry in an attempt to make a name for himself and 
score political points.

Smaltz, who has spent perhaps $8 million on his investigation, has 
been accused of chasing targets who never would have been pursued 
b\ ordinary prosecutors, and who have little to do with Espy.

Smaltz has successfully convicted seven individuals, four 
corjxirations and a law firm. On the other hand, four of his targets 
have won acquittals — an unusual losing streak for an independent 
counsel. Among those acquitted is Espy's brother Henry, who was 
accused of making false statements and violating election laws.

Smaltz has aggressively taken on the Justice Department. When it 
resisted his attempts to expand his investigation, Smaltz appealed to 
the courts, which granted his request. Earlier this month, Smaltz 
apjieared before Congress to blast Justice for interfering with his 
work.

All this has earned Smaltz his share of enemies as well as admirers. 
While Monday's announcement may help his cause, it is unlikely to 
quiet his critics, who see Smaltz as the embodiment of all that is 
wrong with the independent counsel system.

' You focus an incredible amount of resources on one particular 
individual or few individuals," said E. Lawrence Barcella, who 
re]tresented a client targeted by a previous independent counsel. "It
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Brother, Can You Spare a 

Payroll Cut?
EVERYBODY LOVES THE WORKIN’ STIFF,
especially with an election year coming 
up. Which is why Washington witnessed a 
rare political alignment last week as 
leaders from both parties pushed credits, 
reductions or deductions of the tax that 
hits the lunch-box crowd hardest: the 
payroll tax. While many Republicans talk 
about lowering income-tax rates. Senate 

majority leader TRENT LOTT 
last week named making 
payroll taxes deductible as a 
more likely reform. And, hey, 
Democrat TED KENNEDY’S a 
big fan too, listing a cut as a 

Loh top priority for next year. In a 
private make-nice meeting last week with 
House Democratic minority leader DICK 
GEPHARDT, White House chief of staff 
ERSKINE BOWLES said the Administration 
wants to champion its ovti idea. That 
support is likely to help overcome the claim 
that payroll-tax meddling imperils the 
Social Security system it funds. Now it s a 
race to see who gets the credit. As Lott told 
Time, “You want to do something that would 
affect the blue-collar American? Buddy, this 
is it.” -By John F. Dickerson/Washington

THE

How THE GLOBAL 
WARMING AGREEMENT 

WILL AFFECT US...

CUBA LIBRE

Is Fidel Getting Religion, 
Or Just Tourist Dollars? |
IT SEEMS TO HAVE TAKEN A FORM OF 
divine intervention for the U.S. to loosen 
its embargo against Cuba just a tiny bit. To 
help POPE JOHN PAUL ll’s \Tsit there next 
month, Washington will allow a cruise

ship, some church supplies 
^ and as many as 10 chartered 

airline flights to take 
^ pilgrims from Miami to 
K Havana. Might this be the 

start of a thaw? Well, one 
„ Castro U.S. official noted that FIDEL 
° CASTRO “is saying things he never said 
before,” including asking a group of 
Protestants to pray for his country.
National Security Adviser SANDY BERGER 
explained it this way: Washington “wants 
the Pope’s visit to have a lasting effect.”
But no formal review of Cuba policy is 
under way, and no one expects John Paul 
to convert the communist graybeard to 
democracy and capitalism. -By Douglas 
Waller and J.F.O. McAllister/Washington

No MORE SPoRT- 
UTIUTY VEHICLES...

THE MICROSOFT CHRONICLES

Wolid Domination May 

Just Have to Wait
ITS official; windows 98 is 

~ in play. Last week Federal 
I judge THOMAS PENFIELD 

JACKSON ordered Microsoft 
to stop forcing PC makers to 

include its Explorer Web browser on 
Windows 95 machines, at least until

Hap. ai d law professor LAWRENCE LESSIG 
completes a study of the company's 
business practices as they relate to 
federal antitrust law. A Lessig conclusion 
that Microsoft’s plan to knit Explorer 
into the upcoming Windows 98 system 
violates antitrust statutes could mean the 
biggest antitrust battle since the Feds 
broke up Ma Bell in the 1980s. The 
stakes? Just the future of Windows; 
which is to say the PC; which is to say 
the Net; which is to say human 
civilization as we know it. Both Lessig’s 
report and Win 98 are due next spring.
But for now, lau7ers and lobbyists, start 
your engines! -By Michael Krantz

THE GLORIOUS INVALID

Simon Hgoniste^.
BACKERS OF THE CAPEMAN.
PAUL SIMON’S much ballyhooed musical, 
are doing their best to spin away the bad 
word of mouth the Broadway show is

getting in prexiews. 
Too slow. Too static. 
Too earnest. In fact, 
Simon et al. are busy 
making cuts and 

i changes. He’s also .
Simon and friends writing a new

number for star RUBEN BLADES and 
trying to give the show a much needed 
boost of energy. Director and 
choreographer MARK MORRi's is still in 
charge, but such old hands as MIKE 
NICHOLS, British director NICHOLAS 
HYTNER and Simon’s buddy LORNE 
MICHAELS have been called in for advice. 
The opening, at least for now, is 
scheduled for Jan. 8. -By Richard Zoglin

WING B

..AIR POLLUTION 
PROPS...

AMERICANS LIVE 
LONGER

ITS A DISASTER FOR 
SOCIAL SECURITY- 
EVERYONE'S IJO 

I YEARS OLD!

— —c

12 Cartoon for TIME by Ted Rail
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4 That Xmas Glow
■ ET THERE BE LIGHTS. AND
I there are. All across America. 
L These days electrification is as 

^ much a Christmas tradition as 
sugar-plum fairies. The more 
bulbs (say 10,000 to 50,000), the 
merrier. Our illuminating selection 
of homes that drive-by gawkers- 
and utihties—love to see;
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NCE UPON A TIME, THE BIG THRILL TOR
I 1 young wTsenheimers who perched on 
\M Santa’s lap was to pull off the old 
guy’s fake beard. But these days, accord­

ing to a new 
study, OSCf of 
mall Santas are 
“Natural Santas” 
-that is, they 
have their own 
beard. Other 
Santa stats:

95%: Have a round belly 
225 lbs.: Average weight 

56.9: Average age 
5 ft. 8 in.: Average height 

66%: Attended college or have 
a graduate degree 

8.55: Average years of 
Santa experience 

Source: 1997 General Growth Properties Santa Surrey

7 Candle of Many Colors
« *ES, MALLORY, THERE IS A LEONA 
Y Helmsley. Thanks to the persistent 
I pleas of nine-year-old New Yorker 

Mallory Blair Greitzer, the Empire State 
Building’s overseer has agreed to bathe 
the skyscraper in 
blue and white on

Ym.
■ m

NEW YORK CITY

Dec. 23 to mark 
the first night of 
Hanukkah. The usu­
al red and green that 
adorn the spire dur­
ing the Christmas 
season will return the 
next evening.

H E A L T H R E P

BOTTOMS UP! Go ahead, raise a glass. The largest 
study yet on alcohol's effect on health concludes that a 
drink a day can improve longevity. Those who benefit 
most: middle-age folks who have had a heart attack or 
stroke, or are otherwise at risk for heart disease.

BMlAN CRONINSPECIAL DELIVERY A new epidural blocks labor pain 
without impeding Mom’s ability to move her legs or walk. The 
injection combines a morphine-like drug with a low-dose anesthetic.

YES, YAM! Low-dose estrogen derived from yams and soy may 
protect women from osteoporosis just as well as today's higher- 
dose pills (made from horse urine). And it has fewer side effects.

Sources' Nen Lngt^nd Journal of Meorone U,2.i. A.'cfiives of /nfe.-nai Wedicme

THE BAD NEWS

SAVE YOUR BREATH Wonder why allergies seem to 
run in families? Think genes. Doctors have identified a 
specific genetic mutation that can increase a person’s 
odds of developing allergies a whopping tenfold.

FOWL FLU Several people in Hong Kong have 
contracted a deadly strain of influenza previously found 

only in birds. The big concern: it could be passed from person to 
person-and eventually spread worldwide.

SHAKY DEFIBRILLATORS Warning. Because of a software error, 
the implantable defibrillator Ventak AV may make the heart race. 
The device needn’t be removed but should be adjusted by a doctor.

'iOU'-- c--'V C-i'' i'Oc;'j' ! ^ •;

TIMK. nH.l AlBLK IH7T



Letters
A1 Gore’s politically revised Christinas Gospel

& : Hr»np tA1 Gore should put down "Love 
Story” and reread his Bible. Accord­
ing to your Inside the Beltway col­
umn (“The homeless,” Dec. 24), the 
vice president said, "2,000 years 
ago a homeless woman gave birth to 
a homeless child in a manger 
because the inn was full.” Not quite 
true. Joseph and Mary were only 
temporarily homeless — because 
of the government. I quote from 
Luke, the controlling legal author!-
(y;

“And it came to pass in those days, 
that there went out a decree from 
Caesar Augustus, that all the world 
should be taxed. And all went to be 
taxed, everyone into his own city. 
And Joseph also went up from 
Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth 
[his home], into Judea, unto the city 
of David, which is called Bethle­
hem; lb be taxed with Mary his 
espoused wife, being great with 
child. And so it was, that, while they 
were there, the days were accom­
plished that she should be deliv­
ered” (Luke 2:1-6).

So, Mr. Gore, what drove Joseph 
and Mary from their home? Not 
war, not a shortage of affordable 
bousing, not meanspirited cuts in 
the welfare and social safety net by 
the majority party. What forced 
Mary and Joseph to be away from 
home and hearth at Jesus’ birth 
were taxes and the equivalent of the 
IRS.

How many Americans today can 
feel their pain!

MARC BEAUCHAMP 
Falls Church

How long will the liberal media 
not challenge the Democrats when 
they label Joseph, Mary and the 
baby Jesus as homeless?

Jesse Jackson and other blabbed 
such hes during the 1992 campaign, 
and now Vice President A1 Gore 
speaks such from his own religious 
tradition.

But the Gospel according to Luke 
clearly indicates that Joseph was 
living in Nazareth (not homeless) 
when he had to travel for the tax 
census. A lack of room at an inn does 
not make one homeless.

Further, the Gospel according to 
Matthew notes that while Jesus was 
still in Bethlehem the wise men 
came into the house to present their 
gifts. So for the visitors, even the sta­
ble was only temporary, call them 
homeless is flat-out lying.

LARRY BICKFORD 
San Jose, Calif.

Vice President A1 Gore is doing to 
the Christmas Gospel what he has

already done to environmental sci­
ence — rewriting it to bolster a lib­
eral political agenda. On Dec. 22, 
while announcing new spending 
programs for the homeless and try­
ing to drum up support for another 
big government solution, he made 
the following comment:

“And speaking from my own reli­
gious tradition in this Christmas 
season, 2,000 years ago a homeless 
woman gave birth to a homeless 
child in a manger because the inn 
was full.”

Here are the facts straight from 
the Gospel accorduig to St. Luke: 
Mary, the mother of Jesus, was not 
homeless; the chUd she bore was not 
a homeless child; and she was not a 
single mother. She and her husband, 
Joseph, were on a journey in 
response to a government mandate 
created for the purpose of collecting 
taxes.

A big, powerful government wm 
the reason they left their home in 
Nazareth to travel to Bethlehem. 
Drue, the Gospel says they could 
not find accommodations for the 
night, but that did not make them 
homeless. Let’s deal with home­
lessness in sensible, effective ways 
without invoking a politically cor­
rect revision of the Christian 
Gospel.

DAVID LACK 
Alexandria

US. embargo on Cuba is punishing the sick and needy
Benjamin Tyree’s commentary 

about coming to terms with Cuba is 
long overdue (“Coming to terms 
with the outcast,” Dec. 4).

Last month, I participated in a 
nonpartisan study tour to Cuba — 
duly licensed by the US. Depart­
ment of the llTasury and sponsored 
by the International Policy Insti-, 
tute: We discovered the friendliness 
of the Cuban people and the gentle 
push toward change that 1 million 
tourists paying in dollars is giving to 
the outdated state-run economy. 
And the Pope’s visit next month 
gives us a rare opportunity to rriove 
toward “normalizing relations.”

The time has come for all Amer­
icans to support the passage of SB 
1391 and HR 1951, two bills in Con­
gress that would lift part of the 
Cuban embargo so that needy chil­
dren and women can receive the 
medicine, vitamins and medical 
procedures to which they are enh-

Ued. The fight against breast cancer, 
for example, is almost as American 
as apple pie these days. In Cuba, 
however, mammograms are severe­
ly rationed because the machines 
needed are blocked by the US. 
embargo. The US. embargo adds, as 
told to us by Cuba’s deputy health 
minister, $400 million in higher 
costs for drugs, equipment and 
freight.

Further, both the rector of 
Havana University and the director 
of the Pediatric Hospital com­
plained about doctors and profes­
sors who are invited to present 
papers and participate in interna­
tional medical scientific sympo­
siums in the United States being 
denied visas by the United States.

Finally we discovered that Amer­
icans are being denied access to 
Cuban medicines and vaccines that 
could benefit our own health — 
specifically PPG ipossibly the best

cholesterol-control drug in the 
world), meningitis A and B vaccmes 
for children and experimental can­
cer treatments, to mention a few 
examples.

The United States could also 
learn from the Cuban family doctor, 
AIDS prevention and family plan­
ning programs, which work extra­
ordinarily well under a very difficult 
economic situation.

Punishing children and sick peo­
ple is an approach unworthy of this 
country. Promoting more scientific 
medical exchanges and allowing 
sick Americans access to the best 
drugs available — even if they are 
Cuban — need to be emphasized as 
we re-evaluate what is an outdated 
approach to Cuba, namely the 
embargo.

JIM ROBINSON 
Arlington

Who will help the disabled children who were denied SSI benefits?
Your editorial, “Correcting the 

errors of SSI,” (Dec. 19) is unfortu­
nate in that it contains numerous 
inaccuracies and misconstrues the 
Arc’s views of the Social Security 
Administration’s plan to review cer­
tain cases in which Supplemental 
Security Income (SSI) benefits to 
children were denied.

lb set the record straight, allega­
tions of fraud in the children's SSI 
program were studied by four sep- 
araic budics. Fraud was found tc be 
virtually nonexistent. I will leave it 
to the Social Security Administra- 
uon to correct your other factual 
inaccuracies about the SSI elieibil- 
itv and appeals process.

'Let me clarify the .\rc's views 
regarding the Social Secuiity 
Administration's action We ore 
pleased that Social Security .-ydmm- 
istration officials, having acknowl­
edged problems with the imple­

mentation of the new eligibility stan­
dards. are taking corrective action 
to ensure that children who meet 
the program's eligibility require­
ments receive its benefits. We are 
pleased that children with disabili- 
ues and their families, through a 
reopemng of the appeals process, 
will have full access to the appeal 
rights provided by the Social Secu­
rity statuteBy renotifying families, the Social 

'j'.-ir .-^.Jministratinn isartempt- 
:nii to ..uricc; problems discovered 
A iihin Its uwn system and to ensure 
j :.iir pr;ice.--s for all children 
iri'.oived 'A'e would hope that a 
n’.a.or newspaper like The Wash- 
inc’.on Times would have an interest 
.r. ;injtewtiiig '.he most vulnerable 
tumnies ;n war community —tfiose 
■Mth extreniei;. iow incomes who 
are raising children with severe dis­
abilities at home.

The Arc is mdeed deughted that a 
number of our constituents will 
return to the SSI program as they 
rightly deserve. However, any joy is 
tempered with the knowledge that at 
least 100,000 other children with dis­
abilities from very poor families will 
have lost essential suppon The chil­
dren's disabilities have not disap­
peared and their families w ill lace an 
even greater financial struggle in car­
ing for them without the SSI benefits. 
Smee the Congress and 'he ad.Tiims- 
tralion have washe.: :: mi.ivis "f
them for now, who a.,;

M.-VKT1LAE F(JHD
•y.'s;.-;jpl Jir'.-c;i;:

I i: •.'I'Mini'tlt.i,

I hf 'll ’.Washington

■ The Arc is rhe ne.c 'urue of :he 
Association for Retarded Citizens.
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lallout generated at Kyoto
T

^he Clinton administra- 
'tion’s new Kyoto, Japan, 
treaty on global warm­
ing may rank as the 
most important foreign 

___policy initiative under­
taken by the United States since the 
end of the Cold War.

Not since the round of strategic 
arms control agreements pursued 
by Ronald Reagan and George 
Bush will an international accord 
have such a far-reaching impact on 
national security, the protection of 
US. soverei^ty and, more broad­
ly, the American way of life.

With so much at stake, it is 
strange that the Clinton adminis­
tration — in almost cavalier fashion 
— appears to have abandoned the 
hard-won lessons of a generation of 
tough negotiations with the former 
Soviet Union. The result is a seri­
ously flawed agreement that is 
almost certain to bedevil the Unit­
ed States for years to come, even if 
never ratified.

From a foreign policy perspec­
tive, the agreement reflects four 
fundamen^l shortcomings:

•Preeinpavc concessions: After 
staking out a clear position prior to 
Kyoto at odds with most of the inter­
national community, the adminis­
tration appears to have conscious­
ly capitulated in short order on a 
number of critical issues, especial­
ly m the area of greenhouse gas 
emissions reductions and the exclu­
sion of such m^or economies as 
China, India, Indonesia and Mexi­
co from the agreement.

The exclusion of these key 
emerging markets is not only bad 
economics arid environmental pol­
icy, but by creating exceptions for 
specific states it has created a dan­
gerous diplomatic precedent for 
future arms control and trade nego­
tiations.

Why couldn’t the administration 
just hang tough at Kyoto? At the 
famous U.S.-Soviet summit at Reyk- 
ja\Tk a decade ago, Mikhail Gor­
bachev offered to give up the Russ­
ian advantage in offensive missiles 
if Mr. Reagan would agree to scut­
tle his Strategic Defense Initiative. 
Mr. Reagan, of course, refused, and 
the result was that Moscow finally 
agreed to mutual missile reduc­
tions without constraining US. 
strategic defenses. Maybe the 
venue for the follow-up conference 
on the Kyoto accord should be 
moved from Buenos Aires to Ice­
land.

•Inadequate verification: The

Kyoto agreement clearly violates 
Mr. Reagan’s basic negotiating dic­
tum — trust but verify. In the 1991 
strategic arms reduction treaty 
signed by Messrs. Bush and Gor­
bachev, the verification annexes to 
the agreement alone were over 
2,000 pages long.

With the Kyoto accord, which 
could reduce US. energy con­
sumption by more than 30 percent 
by 2010, verification is essentially 
an afterthought lb commit to such 
goals without really knowing 
whether and how they will be mon­
itored — both here and more 
importantly abroad — is a m^or 
blunder.

•International intrusion: With­
out any clear and precise imple­
mentation and enforcement plans, 
the Kyoto agreement creates an 
open invitation for the United 
Nations and other international 
organizations to fill the void regard­
less of the impact on US. sover­
eignty. Indeed, at least three inter­
national agencies are reportedly 
already competing for new mis­
sions and new budgets connected to 
the ICyoto treaty—the Intematioa- 
al Energy ^ency, the World Bank 
-and the United Nations Conference 
and Tbade and Development.

Clinton administration officials

have promised that Kyoto would 
not be allowed to produce any Unit­
ed Nations “green hats,” but then 
agreed to the establishment of a 
“Framework Convention on Cli­
mate Change Secretariat,” an inter­
national body that, according to the 
administration, will serve as “the 
bookkeeper for tracking emissions 
inventories and budget adjust­
ments.”

•Diplomatic cynicism: Political­
ly, some analysts have begim to 
argue that we need not worry too 
much about Kyoto, that it is a “feel 
good” accord designed mainly for 
its public relations value at home 
and abroad. If true, this is a highly 
dangerous development, for it rel­
egates US. foreign policy to a level 
of self-delusion displayed by the 
KeUogg-Briand Pact of 1928, in 
which a US. secretary of state took 
the lead in a romantic and mis­
guided effort to ban war as an act 
of diplomacy.

If the Kyoto accord is nothing 
more than a cynical exercise to win 
the support of the environment lobby 
in the 1998 elections and beyond, the 
administration looks manipulative 
and runs the risk of jeopardizing 
more serious diplomatic eideiprises, 
such as NATO expansion and fast- 
track trade authority.

In some respects, we have unfor­
tunately seen this movie before. In 
the 1970s and 1980s as the nuclear 
arms race gained prominence on 
the international agenda, support 
for a range of extremist arms con­
trol options, including unilateral 
disarmament, grew among Democ­
rats on Capitol Hill, in the press and 
in academic circles. One particu­
larly dangerous idea was the 
“nuclear freeze,” a favorite of then- 
Sen. A1 Gore, which would have 
halted the Reagan military buildup 
and legalized Moscow’s superiori­
ty in several important classes of 
weaponry.

The fteeze idea was resisted, and 
U.S. n^otiators were able to go on 
to patiently negotiate agreements' 
that actually reduced the nuclear 
threat facing the nation. Just as Mr. 
Gore was wrong in the 1980s with 
the nuclear freeze, he is wrong now. 
With the Kyoto agreement, he and 
his boss are practicing the 1990s 
version of unilateral disarmament

Richard Burt served as assistant 
sccntsry of state and US. ambas­
sador to Germany during the Rea­
gan administration artd chief strate­
gic arms control negotiator in the 
Bush administration.
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