FOIA Number: 2016-0920-F

FOIA
MARKER

This is not a textual record. This is used as an
administrative marker by the William J. Clinton
Presidential Library Staff.

Collection/Record Group: Clinton Presidential Records
Subgroup/Office of Origin:  Chief of Staff

Series/Staff Member: Jodi Greenstone

Subseries:

OA/ID Number:
FolderID:

Folder Title:
Cuba

Section: : Position:

6 2




12,2893 91:18

TIMES-P ICAYUNE

From: THE TIMES-PICAYUNE, New Orleans, La. (504) 826-3424

R

OUR OPINIONS | Editorials

e e——
-

Clinton on Cuba

he Clinton administration has re-

sponded to the recent flurry of debate

and speculation about changing U.S.
policy on Cuba with plain speaking: no
change unless Cuba changes.

The forum was significant: a luncheon of
the Cuban-American National Foundation, a

conservative group based in Miami. Assis- -

tant Secretary of Siate Alexander Watson
took note of u “misconception” that the ad-
ministration plane to soften its policy toward
Cuba. :

“This is false,” he said, “We can neither ig-
nore nor negotiate away the human and po-
litical rights of the Cuban people. There will
be no upgrade in relations until those rights
are respected.”

There has been purticular speculation
about whether the administration would lift,
entirely or partially, the long-standing eco-
nornic embargo that is truly pinching Cuba
now that Cuba’s financial props in the Soviet
Union and the communist bloc have col-
lapsed. :

Said Mr. Watson: “Our relations will not
improve and the smbargo will not be lifted
until such time as there are democratic re-
forms and respect for human rights in Cuba.”

One 1alks of carrots and sticks, and the
trade embargo is acting as both. It is the stick

that has whipped Fidel Castro into freeing

part of the consuzer econuiay. He is allowing

a— .

individuals to hold dollars sent in from
abroad and to go into small consumer busi-
nesses outside the central command system.

This, like Lenin's New Economic Policy at
the outset of the Soviet communist regime,
was a desperation move: that or collapse.
Had the embargo not been in place, ex-
panded trade with other countries could have
filled in for the loss of communist countries
as traders and subsidizers and continued to
comfortably support Mr, Castro’s incompe-
tent economuc system. '

And lifting the embargo dangles like a car-
rot as a reward for the Cuban government’s
changing its ways, even though that may
seem unlikely immediately unless something
spectacular happens. .

It seems unlikely that Mr. Castro would
agree to fundamental change. It seems
equally unlikely that there will be a coup,
peaceful or otherwise, by his top circle, since

they are basically yes-men whose well-being .
depends on Mr. Castro’s remaining in power.

But conceivably economic hardship could
become 80 severe that the pecple themselves

would rise up, and it seems quite possible that.

the lower ranks of the military, who are as
miserable as ordinary citizens, would refuse
any orders 10 move against them. In such a
situation, anything could happen, and the

former Soviet Eastern European satellites

provide scveral patterns.
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