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U.S. Sends Hurricane Relief to Cuba
November 2, 1996 — The Clinton Administration waived the
current ban on direct charter flights to Cuba to allow one
plane load of post-Hurricane Lili aid. Catholic Relief
Services, a charitable organization based in Baltimore,
Maryland applied to the U.S. Treasury Department for
permission to send at least one flight full of donated aid. The
single approved flight, which flew to Havana on October 27
amidst tight security, carried approximately 32 tons of
material aid, including food, clothing, medicine, water
purification tablets, blankets, and roofing material, among
other items. Caritas, the Catholic Church’s charity,
distributed the aid in Cuba. '

Once the President approved the emergency aid flight,
the State Department immediately began receiving inquiries
about when regular scheduled charter flights would begin
again, a State official at the Office of Cuban Affairs said.
The official explained that the executive branch only allowed
the sole flight and did not plan resumption of regular service
anytime soon. '

Intensely emotional debate over whether or not to send
material relief to hurricane victims in Cuba sharply divided
the Miami Cuban-American community. Local Miami radio
stations provided the main forum for the often heated debate.
WCMQ (1210 AM) urged listeners to withhold donations and
alleged that President Castro exaggerated reports of damage
with the goal of receiving aid. WQBA (1140 AM), in league
with the Archdiocese of Miami, encouraged listeners to
support the relief effort and to cast aside political differences
in the face of natural calamity. The news of the approved
charter flight to transport the -aid provoked several

anonymous bomb threats aimed at Catholic charities and the .

relief flight.
Cuba warned that it would not accept donations with

epithets written on them. And indeed, after making an
inventory of aid received from the U.S., the Communist
Party newspaper Granma stated that Cuba intended to return
to Caritas some seven tons of aid defiled with “provocative
and counter-revolutionary slogans.”

Cuba appealed to the United Nations (UN) for
humanitarian aid in the wake of the disaster, and the UN has
collected about $2 million worth of food and medicine; the
International Red Cross donated most of the UN aid. Caritas
made an international plea for assistance. Mexico was the
first country to send relief with two plane loads of food and
roofing materials. Spain promised aid worth $200,000;
Canada has sent plane loads of material aid, and Japan
offered relief goods valued at 11.56 million yen. The
Vatican’s representative visiting Havana last week also

contributed financial aid to relief efforts. ( CubaINFO; Reuters,
11/2/96; News from Cuba, CUBINT, 10/30/96, No. 201; Reuters,
10/30/96; Kyodo News Service, 10/26/96; Austin-American Statesman,
10/24/96, p. A2; BR, 10/24/96, p.AS; Daily News; 10/24/96, p.31; Dallas
Moming News, 10/24/96, p.7A;FT, 10/24/96, p.4; Reuters, 10/24/96;
AFP, 10123/96; State Department Press Release, 10/22/96; MH, 10/20/96)

International Outcry

Against Helms-Burton Continues
October 30, 1996 — Every which way the U.S. Special
Envoy on Cuba, Stuart Eizenstat, moves in his mission to
convince U.S. allies to support Helms-Burton, he meets
furious resistance. Eizenstat’s latest assignment took him to
Paris, Amsterdam, Rome, The Hague, Copenhagen and
Brussels, during a tumultuous time for the European Union
(EU) as it struggled to maintain a united front against the
Helms-Burton Act. The EU prevailed in its effort to enact
counter-legislation, and Europe’s eyes once again turned to
how the World Trade Organization (WTO) will assess Helms-
Burton’s legality under international trade rules.

In the past several weeks, The New York Times and The
Washingron Post ran front-page stories on Cuba to draw
attention to both how Eizenstat has failed to make Helms-
Burton any more popular abroad, indeed, has even affronted
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THE PRESIDENT'S ADVISORY BOARD FOR CUBA BROADCASTING
OFFICE OF THE CHAIRMAN

October 23, 1996

Mr. David Burke

Chairman

Broadcasting Board of Governors
330 Independence Avenue
Washington, D.C. 20547

Dear Mr. Burke:

Last night I met with President Clinton and I was very pleased
that the President reaffirmed his commitment to the relocation of
Radio Marti and TV Marti to South Florida and to make all efforts
necessary to increase the reach of all audiences in Cuba for Radio
and TV Marti. Now that the President has clearly spoken again on
this subject, and you have gone public in opposing his policy, let
me set the record straight.

As soon as you were appointed by the White House to the
Broadcasting Board of Governors (BBG) I wrote you a letter
congratulating you and requesting a meeting as Chairman of the
President’s Advisory Board (PAB) to discuss the future of Radio and
TV Marti. In spite of various attempts through USIA’s
International Broadcasting Bureau (IBB) directorate and others, you
refused to meet with me or anyone in charge, including Acting
Director of the Office of Cuba Broadcasting (OCB), Dr. Rolando E.
Bonachea. You also declined two formal invitations from the PAB to
meet with us.

We did not realize at the time the extent of your hostility.
Nor did we realize that you already made a decision that TV Marti
should be terminated, as well as your intention to create all kinds
of problems for Radio Marti.

As of today, contrary to the President’s policy, which you are
supposed to represent, you are doing everything possible to
undermine Radio and TV Marti’s mission to promote freedom and
democracy in Cuba.

on two national television broadcasts, you offended the Cuban
American community by stating that the relocation of Radio and TV
Marti to South Florida would jeopardize their credibility due to
"undue influence" by Cuban Americans. As has been expressed to the
PAB, this resulted in another demoralizing blow to the writers and
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journalists of Radio and TV Marti, particularly when you have never
raised any similar concerns regarding Radio Free Europe and Radio
Liberty when they were recently relocated to Praque,
Czechoslovakia. I hope you are willing to publicly retract your
insulting comments against our community.

You state in your letter that you support Radio and TV Marti’s
mission. Although you have found time to travel thousands of miles
to Prague to meet with the Director of Radio Fres Europe and Radio
Liberty, you have never found time to walk a fevw blocks and mest
with the directors of Radio Marti and TV Marti. During the recent
CBS interview you stated TV Marti should "go away”. This is an
example of just how you have demonstrated your hostility, as vell
as your antagonism against Radio and TV Marti and its managers. So
where do you stand, do you or do you not support the Martis?

There are several other examples of your hostility. You have
spoken of the need to build congressional constituencies for VOA
and RFE-RL, but you attack the Cuban American community for working
within the American political system, which is our right, to build
congressional support and constituencies for the Martis. Instead
of holding this double standard, why not follow the lead of the
Cuban American community and the Martis in building similar
constituencies? I assure you that your recent comments will not
deter Cuban Americans from seeking to have their voices heard and
their views reflected in legislation and policy. This is the
American way.

I want you to know that I had the opportunity to discuss with
the President the excellent performance of USIA Director Dr. Joseph
Duffey and the dedicated career officers of the agency. I also
mentioned to the President your senseless and continuous efforts to
disrupt and takeover many of the duties intended by the Congress to
be performed by the team of managers and staffers at the agency,
who have carried out the mission of public diplomacy with much
success. You capriciously dismissed Mr. Joe Bruns, a career
employee who received a White House Senior Executive Service award
for outstanding performance, because Mr. Bruns truly understood and
supported Radio and TV Marti’s mission and, while USIA was facing
enormous budget cuts, opposed your empire building at the BBG at
taxpayer expense. You also hired a Program Review Officer at the
BBG who has been at the center of every Marti controversy and whose
programming judgements will be suspect at best.

You state in your letter the USIA Broadcasting Board of
Governors (BBG) has an oversight responsibility to ensure propriety
at Radio and TV Marti. Why then have you refused to approve the
confirmation of members of Radio and TV Marti’s external review
panels in accordance with IBB and OCB commitments to the GAO? BBG
member Alberto Mora suggested a constructive process to assess
Marti programming issues, but you attempted to politicize this
process. As public officials, I always assumed we should seek
cooperative and constructive engagement to resolve any issues
arising within the agency rather than engage in confrontational
behavior.
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My conclusion therefore is no, Mr. Burke, you have never
supported Radio and TV Marti. Hopefully, the other members of the
BBG will see your biased opinions of Radio and TV Marti for what
they are. 1In fact, I challenge you to provide just one example of
the so-called "undue influence" by me or other members of the Cuban
American community to which you have emphatically referred. You
cite Radio Marti’s identifier in your letter, and yet you have
never made an effort to listen to Radio Marti’s broadcasts or even
meet with their staff and management. As has been stated
repeatedly, and as you have finally acknowledged, the journalists
and writers of Radio and TV Marti "are dedicated to maintaining the
highest standards of journalistic integrity".

Mr. Burke, the Marti’s have survived in spite of you. Because
of strong bipartisan support from such distinguished House and
Senate members as Ernest Hollings, Jesse Helms, Judd Greggqg, Bob
Graham, Connie Mack, Ben Gilman, Bob Menendez, Dan Burton, Robert
Torricelli, Ileana Ros-Lehtinen, Carrie Meek and Lincoln Diaz-
Balart, just to name a few. The Martis will continue to carry out
their mission of promoting democracy in Cuba. Particularly when
three United States presidents, including President Clinton, who on
several occasions has called for 24 hour broadcasts of TV Marti,
have been strong supporters of these projects.

As Chairman of the PAB, I can assure you that I have alwvays
been willing to work constructively with you. -‘In your letter. you
cite President Clinton’s statements promoting the use of dialogue
in resolving conflict. However, your constant refusal to even meet
with members of the PAB, and now your recent actions and use of
discriminatory language, in no way match President Clinton’s call
for constructive discussion of issues. On the contrary, on several
occasions you have attempted to diminish, isolate and usurp the
role of the PAB.

These are the facts. We are now faced with a situation where
the person appointed to oversee U.S. international broadcasting is
undermining the operations of some of those very broadcast
elements. I look forward to having this situation resolved and to
continue working with USIA to advance the goals of U.S.
international broadcasting ard public diplomacy. I encourage you to
do the same.

Jérge Mas ganosa
Chairman

cc: President William J. €linton
Broadcasting Board of| Governors members
President’s Advisory Board

attachments
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TRIBUNA DEL LECTOR

Carta abierta a David Burke

Por JORGE MAS CANOSA

Inmediatamente que usted fue nombrado por la
Casa Blanca a la junta de Gobernadores de Transmi-
siones (BBG), yo le envié una carta felicitandolo y
pidiéndole una reunion en mi calidad de Presidente
de la Junta de Asesores Presidenciales (PAB) para
discutir el futuro de Radio y Televisién Marti. A
pesar de los intentos del Directorado del Bur6 de
Transmisiones Internacionales de la USIA y de
otros, usted rehusé reunirse conmigo o con alguien a
cargo de Radio y Televisién Marti, incluyendo al
director interino de la Oficina de Transmisiones para
Cuba (OCB), doctor Rolando E. Bonachea. Usted
también declind aceptar dos invitaciones formales
del PAB para reunirse con nosotros.

Nosotros no nos percatamos en ese instante de su
hostilidad. Ni tampoco nos dimos cuenta de que
usted ya habia tomado una decision de cerrar las
operaciones de Television Marti, asi como su inten-
c16n de crear todo tipo de problemas para Radio
Marti.

Socavar la misién

En estos momentos, en contra de la politica del
Presidente, la cual usted se supone represente, usted
esta haciendo todo lo posible para socavar ia mision
de Radio y Television Marti de promover la libertad
v la democracia en Cuba.

En dos transmisiones de television a nivel nacio-
nal, usted ofendié a la comunidad cubanoamericana
diciendo que la relocalizacion de Radio y Television
Marti al sur de la Florida perjudicaria su credibilidad
debido a la *‘influencia indebida’’ que ejerceria la
comunidad cubanoamericana. Como ha sido presen-
tado a la Junta de Asesores Presidenciales, esto ha
resuitado otro golpe desmoralizador para los escrito-
res y periodistas de Radio y Television Marti, parti-
cularmente cuando usted nunca ha puesto de relieve
preocupaciones similares acerca de Radio Europa
Libre y Radio Libertad cuando fueron recientemente
rasladadas a Praga, Checoslovaquia. Yo espero que
usted esté dispuesto a retractarse publicamente de
sus comentarios insuitantes para nuestra comunidad.

Usted indicé que apoya la misidn de Radio y
Televisidn Marti. A pesar de que usted ha tenido
tiempo de viajar miles de millas a Praga para reu-
airse con el director de Radio Eurupa Libre y Radio
Libertad, nunca ha tenido tiempo de caminar unas
cuadras para reunirse con los directores de Radio
Marti y Television Marti. Durante su reciente entre-
vista con la cadena CBS usted dijo que Television
Marti ‘*debia desaparecer’’. Este es un ejemplo tanto
de su hostilidad como de su antagonismo hacia
Radio y Television Marti y su directiva. En qué que-
damos: ;Apoya o no usted a Radio y Television
Marti?

Hay otros ejemplos de su hostilidad. Usted habla
de la necesidad de lograr grupos de apoyo comunita-
rios para la Voz de las Américas, Radio Europa
Libre y Radio Libertad. pero ataca a la comunidad
cubanoamericana cuando ejerce el derecho de crear

grupos de apoyo dentro del Congreso y la comuni-
dad para apoyar a ambas emisoras. En vez de mos-
trar ese doble estandar, ;por qué no seguir el ejemplo
de la comunidad cubanoamericana y Radio y Televi-
sién Marti de formar grupos de apoyo? Yo le garan-
tizo que sus comentaros no van a detener a los cuba-
noamericanos en su lucha para que sus voces sean
escuchadas y sus ideas reflejadas en la politica y la
legislacion. Este es el sistema americano.

Usted establece en su carta que la responsabilidad
de la Junta de Gobemadores es garantizar la integri-
dad de Radio y Television Marti. ;Por qué entonces
rehusa aprobar la confirmacion de miembros de los
grupos externos de revision de Radio y Televisién
Marti de acuerdo con los compromisos establecidos
entre el IBB, OCB y el GAO? Como funcionario
publico siempre he considerado que debemos buscar
acercamientos constructivos y de cooperacion para
resolver diferencias conflictivas.

Por lo tanto sefior Burke, he llegado a la conclu-
sion de que usted nunca ha apoyado a Radio y Tele-
vision Marti. Es mi esperanza que los demas miem-
bros de la Junta de Gobernadores se percaten de sus
opiniones discriminatorias sobre Radio y Television
Marti. Es mas, lo reto a que presente una prueba de
la llamada *‘influencia perniciosa’” de la que usted
tan enfaticamente me acusa de ejercer a mi o a cual-
quier otro miembro de la comunidad cubanoameri-
cana. Usted cita en su carta la identificacion de
Radio Marti y sin embargo nunca ha hecho un
esfuerzo por escuchar las transmisiones de Radio
Marti. Sin embargo ha reconocido que los periodis-
tas y escritores de Radio y Television Marti ‘‘estan
dedicados a mantener los mas altos niveies de inte-
gridad penodistica’’.

Negativa constante

Como Presidente del PAB, yo le puedo asegurar
que siempre he estado dispuesto a trabajar construc-
tivamente con usted. En su carta usted cita al presi-
dente Clinton promoviendo el uso del didlogo para
resolver conflictos. Sin embargo, su negativa cons-
tante hacia una reunion con miembros del PAB, y
ahora sus acciones recientes y el uso de un lenguaje
discriminatorio, en nada se aproximan al llamado del
presidente Clinton de discusion constructiva. Al con-
trario, en varias ocasiones usted ha intentado menos-
preciar, aislar y usurpar la labor del PAB.

Estos son los hechos. Nos enfrentamos ahora a
una situacion donde un individuo designado para
supervisar las transmisiones internacionales de Esta-
dos Unidos esta socavando las operaciones de las
mismas. Espero que esta situacion se resuelva y
poder continuar trabajando con la USIA para lograr
los objetivos de las transmisiones internacionales de
Estados Unidos y su-diplomacia publica. Lo animo a
que haga lo propio.

Jorge Mas Canosa es presidente de la Junta de Asesores
Presidenciales de Radio y Television Marti.
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Radio y

T.V. Marti mantiene en
alto la integridad periodistica

Por Jorge Mas Canosa

Nota de la Redaccién: Con motivo de algu-
nas entrevistas hechas por la television nor-
teamericana a nivel nacional con el Presi-
dente de la Junta de Gobernadores de
Transmisiones. el seMor David Burke, donde
4l objeta ¢l traslado de T.V. y Radio Mart{ a
Miami, el seflor Jorge Mas Canosa le escribe
una cartra en funcién de ser Presidente de
la Junta de Asesores Presidenciales de TV

¥ Radio Marti. El texto complato de la carta

dice lo siguiente:
Estimado seflor Burke:

Anoche me reuni con el Presidente Clinton
y me senti muy satisfecho que el Presidente
reafirmara su compromiso con la relocali-
zacion de Radio y Television Marti al sur
de la Florida y de realizar todos los esfuertos
necesarios para aumentar el alcance de la
audiencia de Radio y Televisién Marti en Cu-
ba. Ahora que el Presidente se ha expresado
de nuevo. claramente. con respecto a este
tema. y que usted se ha opuesto publicamen-
teh:o su politica, quiero dejar las cosas en
c .

Inmediatamente que usted fue nombrado
gor la Casa Blanca a la Junta de Goberna-

ores de Transmisiones (BBG) yo le envié
una carta felicitandolo y pidiéndole una reu-
nion en mi calidad de Presidente de la Junta
de Asesores Presidenciales (PAB) para dis-
cutir el futuro de Radio y Televisién Marti.
A pesar de los intentos del Directorado del
Buré de Transmisiones Internacionales de
la USIA y de otros, usted rehusé reunirse
conmigo o con aiguien a cargo de Radio y
Television Marti, incluyendo al Director In-
terino de la Oficina de Transmisiones para
Cuba (OCB), Dr. Rolando E. Bonachea. Us.
ted también decliné aceptar dos invitaciones
formales del PAB para reunirse con nosotros.

Nosotros no nos percatamos en ese instante
de su hostilidad. N1 tampoco nos dimos cuenta
de que usted ya habfa tomado una decisién de
cerrar las operaciones de Televisién Marti. asi
como su intencién de crear todo tipo de pro-
blemas para Radio Marti.

En estos momentos, en contra de la politica
del Presidente, 1a cual usted se supone
sente, usted esta haciendo todo lo posible
Televisiéon Marti
de b;;:'omcver la libertad y la democracia en
Cuba.

En dos transmisiones de television a nivel
nacional, usted ofendio a la comunidad Cu-
bano Americana diciendo que la relocaliza-
cion de Radio y Televisiéon Mart{ al sur de
la Florida perjudicaria su credibilidad de-
bido a la "influencia indebida® que ejerceria
la comunidad cubanoamericana. Como ha si-
do presentado a la Junta de Asesores Pre-
sidenciales. esto ha resultado otro golpe des-
moralizante para los escritores y periodistas
de Radioy Television Marti. particularmente
cuando usted nunca ha puesto de relieve pre-
ocupaciones similares acerca de Radio Eu-
ropa Libre y Radio Libertad cuando fueron
recientemente trasladadas a Praga, Checos-
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a retractarse r.iblicamente de sus comen-
tarios insultantes para nuestra comunidad.

Usted indicé en su carta que :goya la mi-
sién de Radio y Television Marti. A pesar
de que usted ha tenido tiempo de viajar miles
de millas a Praga para reunirse con el Di-
rector de Radio E a Libre y Radio Li-
bertad, nunca ha tenido tiempo de caminar
unas cuadras para reunirse con los directo-
res de Radio Mart{ y Televisién Marti. Du-
rante su reciente entrevista con la cadena
CBS usted di_jo que Televisién Mart{ "debia
desaparecer”. Este es un ejemplo tanto de
su hostilidad como de su antagonismo hacia
Radio y Television Marti y su directiva. En
que quedamos: iapoya o no usted a Radio
y Television Mart{’

Hay otros ejemplos de su hostilidad. Usted
lubhdelaneceddaddelo,nr;rmde
apoyo comunitarios ﬁ“ la Voz de las Amé-
ricas. Radio Europa Libre y Radio Libertad,
pero ataca a ia comunidad mericana
cuando ejerce el derecho de crear grupos de
apoyo dentro del Congreso y la comunidad
para apoyar a ambas emisoras. En vez de
mostrar ese doble standard, ;por qué no se-
guir el ejemlﬂo de la com ad cubanoa-
mericana y Radio y Televisién Mart{ de for-
mar grupos de apoyo? Yo le garantizo que
sus comenlarios no van a detener a los cu-
banoamericanos en su lucha para que sus
voces sean escuchadas y sus ideas reflejadas
en la politica y 1a legislacién. Este es el sis-
tema americano.

extraordinaria labor, ya que el Sefor Bruns
comprendia y apoyaba la misién de Radio y
Television Marti, y cuando la USIA enfrentaba
grandes cortes p tarios se opuso a la
creacidn de su imperio en el BBG a expensas
de los contribuyentes. Usted también contraté
un funcionario a cargo de la revisién de pro-
gramas que ha estado involucrado en todas las
controversias de los Martly cuyo juicio siempre
serd cuestionado.

Usted establece en su carta que la respon-
sabilidad de la Junta de Gobernadores es de
garantizar la integridad de Radio y Televi-
sién Mart{. . Por qué entonces rehusa apro-
bar la confirmacion de miembros de los gru-
gos externos de revision de Radio y

elevision Marti de acuerdo con los compro-
misos establecidos entre el IBB, OCB vy el
GAO? E!lDr. Alberto Mora, miembro del BBG
recomendo un proceso constructivo de eva-
luar |a programacién de los Marti pero usted

nario publico siempre he considerado que de-
bemos ar acercamientos constructivos
y de cooperacién para resolver diferencias
coaflictivas.

Por lo tanto Sefior Burke, he llegado a la
conclusién de que usted nunca ha apoyado
a4 Radio y Televisién Marti. Es mi esperanza
que los demis miembros de ia Junta de Go-
bernadores se percaten de sus opiniones des-
criminatorias sobre Radio y Television Mar-
ti. Es m4s, [o reto a que ruente una erueba
de la Hamada "influencia rerniciosa de la
que usted tan enfiticamente me acusa a mi
0 a cualquier otro miembro de la comunidad
cubanoamericana de ejercer. Usted cita en
su carta la identificacién de Radio Marti y
sin embargo nunca ha hecho un esfuerzo por
escuchar las transmisiones de Radio Mart|
o siquiera reunirse con los empleados y la

cién y se ha indicado re-
petidamente y finalmente ha recono-
cido que los periodistas y escritores de Radio
y Television Martf * n dedicados a man-
tener los m4s altos niveles de integridad pe-
riodistica®.

Sefior Burke. los Mart{ sobreviven a pesar
suyo. El fuerte apoyo bipartidista que reci-
ben de miembros distinguidos de la Camara
{lel Senado tales como Ernest Hollings, Jesse

elms, Judd Gregg. Bob Torricel, Ileana
Ros-Lehtinen, Carrie Meek y Lincoln Diaz
Balart, por nombrar sélo algunos permitird
a los Marti continuar su misién dm)romover
la democracia en Cuba. Particularmente,
porque tres Presidentes estadounidense, in-
cluyendo al Presidente Clinton, son quienes
en m4is de una ocasién han abogado para
que Televisién Mart{ transmita 24 horas, y
ban respaldado ambos proyectos con entu-

Como Presidente del PAB, yo le puedo ase-
rar que siempre he estado dispuesto a tra-
g:)u

constructivamente con usted. En su
carta usted cita al Presidente Clinton pro-
moviendo el uso del didlogo para resolver
conflictos. Sin em 0, SU ativa cons-
tante hacia una reunién con miembros del
PAB, y ahora sus acciones recientes y el uso
de lenguaje descriminatorio, en nada se
aproximan al llamado del Presidente Clinton
de discusién constructiva. Al contrario, en
varias ocasiones usted ha inteatado menos-
preciar, aislar y usurpar la labor del PAB.

Estos son los hechos. Nos enfrentamos ahora
a una situacion donde un individuo designado
para supervisar las transmisiones internacio-
nales de los Estados Unidos estd socavando
las operaciones de las mismas. Espero que esta
situacién se resuelva y podamos continuar tra-
bajando con la USIA lograr los objetivos
de las transmisiones internacionales de Esta-
dos Unidos y su diplomacia publica. Lo animo
a que haga lo propio.

Sinceramente,
Jorge Mas Cancsa

Presidente
Junta de Asesores Presidenciales
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BROADCASTING BOARD OF GOVERNORS

330 INDEPENDENCE AVENUE, S.W.,

ROOM 3360

WASHINGTON, DC 20547
202-401-3736

October 24, 1996

VIA.FAX - 305/376-8950

I'Jetters to the Editor
The Miami Herald

To the Editor:

As a member of the Broadeasting Board of Governors (BB(G), which oversees
Radio and TV Marti and other broadcast entities, I write in response to the recent
remarks by David Burke, the BBG Chairman, critical of Radio and TV Marti, the
White House, Congress, and the Cuban-American community.

- Mr. Burke claims (Letter to the Editor, Oct. 22) that he supports "the
mission of promoting freedom and democracy in Cuba." Tellingly, nowhere does he
also state that he supports Radio and TV Marti and, in my experience, little in his
words and actions during his tenure as BBG Chairman inspires confidence that he
regards such support as forming part of his duties. Under Burke’s leadership, the
BBQ has not only failed to consider — much less adopt — measures to resolve the
controversies swirling around the Martis, it has now fueled new controveraies and
madae life more difficult for the dedicated men and women of the Marti Service.

When the BBG came into existence in August of 1995, many hoped that this
entity would bring new leadership to U.S. international broadcasting. Nowhere was
this leadership more needed than with the Marti Service, which managed to acquire
the respect of and credibility with a wide listenership in Cuba despite the
debilitating effacts of tiresome and never-ending controversies in the United States.

What Mr. Burke apparently fails to grasp is that the solution to the Marti
problems lies not in more political controversy -- the Burke approach — but less.
This is accomplished not by political posturing (Burke, again), but by ensuring in a
transparent and even-handed manner that Marti scrupulously adheres to the
‘applicable journalistic and management standards. Where reform of the Marti.
Service is required, reform there must be. By the same token, when the Marti
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Service is unfairly attacked, there must be a vigorous defense of the Service. So far,
there has been neither reform nor defense.

Like most Cuban-Americans, who tend to know more about the Marti Service
because many learn about it from family and friends in Cuba, I am one of those
who has confidence in the management and staff of the Martis. But I also
recognize that public confidence in the Service has been shaken by an unanswered
barrage of allegations over a period of years. As public servants, those of us who
gerve on the BBG have an equal responsibility to the supporters of, as well as those
who would question, the Marti Service. It is a responsibility that we are not

discharging adequately.

And now whether the BBG can discharge that responsibility at all is an open
question. By his irresponsible and unfair criticisms of the Marti Service and the
Cuban-American community, David Burke —~ who, to the best of my information,
has never met with the director of the Marti Service, with any Marti journalist, or
with a eross-section of the Cuban-American leadership and who has never set foot
on the premises of Radio and TV Marti - has disqualified himself and possibly
disabled the BBG from playing any credible leadership role on Marti issues. Both
the U.S. taxpayers and the cause of Cuban democracy deserve better.

Very truly yours,

Qm‘\'(/_

Alberto J. Mora
202/457-5932

WAS1.207618



Translation of a letter to the editor which appeared
in The Miami Herald on Monday, October 28, 1996

Regarding Radio and TV Marti

By Roberto Rodriguez de Aragon

The Cuban Patriotic Council wishes to express its total
rejection of the opinions expressed by Mr. David Burke, Chairman of
the Broadcasting Board of Governors, who has made statements
against the relocation of Radio and TV Marti to Miami and against
their funding. His statements are insidious and false.

First: If TV Marti is not seen in Cuba due to Castro’s
jamming, it is Mr. Burke'’s responsibility, because he has not done
anything to make the transmissions more successful in breaking
Cuban jamming, unlike efforts made during the Haiti crisis.

Second: From the beginning, the ideal location for Radio and
Television Marti’s offices and studios was Miami. This is the city
that generates the news the stations need to cover, due to its
proximity to Cuba and the constant arrival of people from the
island and those who travel to visit family.

Third: It is defamatory for Mr. Burke to state that "Cuban
exile groups exert undue influence over the broadcasts." Does Mr.
Burke understand that, although we may not like it, the Director of
Radio and TV Marti, just as all of their journalists, provide equal
opportunity to all opinions, without preference toward anyone.

Fourth: - Is shows a lack of respect, as the federal
government official that Mr. Burke is, toward President Bill
Clinton and the U.S. Congress, when he attacks the approval of the
relocation. An approval which was conducted under every
parliamentary rule of the Congress and sanctioned by the President
of this nation. If Mr. Burke disagrees with this decision, the
appropriate thing to do is resign his appointment as Chairman of
the Broadcasting Board of Governors.

Fifth: The Cuban Patriotic Council reaffirms its support of
Radio and TV Marti’s relocation to Miami, and asks all the exile
organizations and leaders to join us, just as they did when
hearings were held to discuss whether or not to relocate the
operations to this city.
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Sobre Radio y TV Marti

Pur RUBERTU RODRIGUEZ DE ARAGON

La Junta Patriotica Cubana desea
expresar su total rechazo a la opinién
expresada por el sefor David Burke.
presidente Jel Consejo de Goberna-
dores de Emisoras Federales, quien
ha formulado declaraciones en contra
de la mudada de Radio Marti v TV
Marti a la ciudad de Miam: y del pre-
supuesto asignado a ellas. Sus decla-
raciones son insidiosas y falsas.

Paimero: st TV Marti no se ve en
Cuba por la interferencia del castrato.
es responsabilidad del propio sefor
Burke, por no pedir y roru:m qQue se
?apb: trasmision en fa lgrgm qQue es
actible para que penetre la imagen ¢n
territorio cubano, como se realizé en
Haitf cuando la crisis de esa nacién.

Segundo: El lugar ideal pars la ins-
talacion de las oficinas y estudios de
Televisién y Radio Marti, desde su
inicio. era Miami. En esta ciudad es
donde se producen las noticias que
deben divulgar ambos medios de
comunicacién, por su proximidad a
Cuba vy por ser el lugar adonde armi-
ban constantemente nuevos refugia-
dos procedentes de la isla y las perso-
nas que viajan a ella para visitar
familiares.

Tercero: Es calumnioso. cuando el
senor Burke afirma que “un grupo de
ex:liados cubanos ejercen intluencia

en sus trasmisiones . Sepa. sefor
Burke, que el director de TV » Radio
Marti, asi como todos sus penodistas,
muy a nuestro pesar, le dan igual
oportunidad a todas las opiniones en
ambaos centros notici10s0s, sin paivile-
g08 de ningun tipo.

Cuarto: Falta al respeto el sedor
Burke, como funcionario federal que
es. al presidente Clinton y al Con-
greso ae Estados Unidos cuando cen-
sura la aprobacion del proyecto de la
mudada. realizada por el Congreso y
sancionada por el Presidente de esta
nacién, de acuerdo con todas las
reglas parlamentanias. Se supone que
si ¢l sedor Burke discrepa de esta
decisién, debe renunciar s su cargo de
Presidente del Consejo de Goberna-
dores de Emisoras Federales.

into: La Junta Patriética Cubana
ratifica su apoyo a! trasiado a Miami
de TV y Radio Marti y conmina a
todas las organizaciones y personali-
dades del exilio 8 que procedan en la
misma forma en que lo hicieron
durante las audiencias celebradas para
decidir s1 era necesario o no el tras-
lado de ambas oficinas para esta ciu-
dad.

Roberto Rodrigue: de Aragon es presi-
dente de la direccion nucional de la Junta
Patrotica Cubuna
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October 21, 1996

The Honocable William Jefferson Clinton
President of the United Scates

The White House

Washington, DC 20500

RE: Destructive and lrresponsible Comments by Mr. David Burke.
Dear Mt President:

Wemmplﬁﬁ&mmdwbﬂwmmwmm
tec the Democratic League of Dade County’s protest of statemencs made recently by the
Chairman of the US. Information Agency's Broadcasting Board of Govemors, Mz. David
Burke, regarding the relocation of Radio and TV Mart to Soutch Florida.

On the October 13, 1996 broadcast of CBS' 60 minutes, Mt Burke implies that Whice
House Chief of Staff Leon Panetta and members of the National Security Council are
engaging in a cover-up related to this relocation. ifically, Mt Burke states. "l wrote o
various members of Congress and the committees would have oversight on such mat-
ters, and asked for hearings. Didn't say | was opposed to it, simply asked for hearings.
Silence. Dead silence. [ wroee to the administration, to everyone in the administration,
from the National Security Council, Leon Panetta, everybody.®

Considering the fact that Congress has already passed Radio and TV Marti's relocarion
and you have signed it into law, Me. Butke's comments ase irresponsible at bese, and pur-
poseful insubordination, at worse. In either case, to question the integrity of the White
House Chief of Staff on national television is unacceptable to Democratic Party organiza-
tions such as ours, and we respectfully request that you ask for Mr. Burke's immediate resig-
nation.

Mz President, it is important to point out that Mr. Burke also lied to the American peo-
ple when he stated there was “silence, dead silence” from the National Securicy Council
regarding the relocation. I'm attaching 2 May 13, 1996 USIA memorandum which cites
Ambassador Dobbins from the National Security Council as scating: "It is the sense of all
concemned that the administration wans us to carry out the move as quickly, expeditiously,
and cost-effectively as possible, without any excuses ot delays." Why in the world would Me
Burke, a political appointee of yours, risk embarrassing your administration by lying to the

PosrT Orrice BOXx 2
Miami, FLORNIDA 3313
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
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President Willlam J. Clinton
October 21, 1996
Page Two

entire country on this macter

Finally, Mr. Burke's insidious comments regarding Mr. Panecta, and his other recent
offensive commenas about Radio and TV Mari's credibility being jeopardized should they
be located in the Cuban-American community’s midse, make it difficule for orgnizations
amhamnmamaaCubm.Amerkmmanenmachmdcmm%
Americans to vote Democratic this November We believe dhere is extraordinary pocential
ﬁotmppathduCubavamaianoomnumiq.MLPmidem.Unbmmeh,Mn&ﬂeh
fuining much of what we have accomplished.

We hope you will disavow Mr. Burke's defamatory commencs regarding Chief of Scaf
Panerra and his discrimimatory statements against the Cuban American community. If Mr.
Butke does not realize the embarrassment he has brought on your Administration and
immediately resign, then we hope you will ask him ¢o resign. We await your response as we
proudly continue to work for a tremendous Clinton-Gore victory in Dade County.

- /

Eladio Jose Armesto Nina Ru %k%u
President Director _
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Periodistas independientes
contra declaraciones de Burke

N. de la R. Con motivo de la contro-
versia surgida en relacion con las de-
claraciones emitidas por el senor
Dacid Burke sobre el traslado de Ra-
dio v TV Marti a Miami. DI4RIO LAS
AMERICAS reproduce la carta encia-
da al Presidente Clinton per perio-
distas cubanos independientes de
dentro v fuera de Cuba:

Estimado Sefnor Presidente Clinton

Muy respetuosamente hacemos llegar nuestra
protesta formal a los comentarios hechos por el
sefor David Burke en las cadenas ABC Noticias
v CBS-60 Minutos acerca de la relocalizacion de
Radio y TV Marti a Miami. Los comentarios del
senior Burke han ofendido %ravemente a la co-
munidad cubanoameicana alegando que la relo-
calizacién :Eondria en gran peligro la credibili-
dad" de Radio y TV Mart{.

El seflor Burke alega que las transmisiones se-
rian manipuladas e influenciadas por miembros
de la comunidad Cubano-Americana. Esto cons-
tituye un insulto irresponsable e imperdonable a
todos los Cubano-Americanos. También indica su
irrespetuosidad hacia el Congreso, que aprobé la
ley de relocalizacién y a Ud. seitor Presidente,
que la firmo.

El sefior Burke tiene derecho a expresar su opi-
nion personal acerca de la relocalizacion. Sin em-
bargo, dado el alto nivel del cargo dpa.ra el que
usted lo designo, tiene también el deber de re-
nunicar antes de expresar una opinion que con-
tradice su autoridad ejecutiva. Esto representa
una insubordinacion para con sus decisiones, y
demuestra que el sefior Burke carece de disciplina
para cumplir las normas elementales de conducta
de un designado politico en su administracion.

Finalmente, los comentarios insidiosos del senor
Burke constituyen un insulto inaceptable para el
profesionalismo y honestidad de los reporteros de
Radio y TV Marti. sin mencionar el origen étnico
o localizacion geografica, los empleados de Radio
y TV Marti estdn tan capacitados como cualquiera
para adherirse a las regulaciones que gobiernan
todas las transmisiones gubernamentales de los
Estados Undos. Somos testigos de su aptitud ya
que por afios, nosotros, al igual que muchos otros
periodisras independientes dentro de Cuba, hemos
colaborado con sus periodistas y siempre hemos
hallado en ellos honestidad y profesionalismo.

Por todas estas razones, y porque sabemos que
la actitud irresponsble e insultante del sefor Bur-
ke no representa su modo de pensar en este caso.
le rogamos respetuosamente le pida su renuncia
inmediata al sefior Burke, que ha ofendido a toda
la comunidad Cubano-Americana.

Respetuosamente,

Indamiro Restano
Representante Internacional
Buré Cubano de Periodistas Independientes

Roxana Valdivia
Fundadora, Agencia Prensa Patria

Jesus Santoyo
Camaguey-Ci
Cuba, Frente

o de Avila,
nido

Los periodisras independientes que subscriben
se adhieren totalmente al contenido de esta carta:

Bernardo Fuentes. Magaly Pino, Jorge Riva, Ra-
monr:ifruz. Oscar Ayala Muiioz, y Joel Diaz Her-
nandez.



The Homorable William Jefferson Clintoa

President of he United Siates October 21, 1996
The White House

Washingsos, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. Presidest:

We respectfully submit our formal protest for statements by Mr. David Burke on ABC News and
CBS's 60 Minutes regarding the relocation of Radio and TV Marti to Miami. Mr. Burke's statements
have gravely offended the Cuban American community by alleging that tw relocation “will gready
jeopardine Ge credidility’ of Radio and TV Marti.

Mr. Burke slleges that the broadcasts will be manipulated and uaduly influenced by members of
the Cuban American community. This constitutes an unexcusable and irrespoasible insult to all Cuban
Americans. This also shows a lack of respect for the Congress, which passed the relocation law, aad for
you, Mr. Presideat, who signed it.

Mr. Burke has the right to express his personal opinion oa the relocation. However, due to the
high level position to which you appointed him, he also has a duty to resign before expressing an opinion
which directdy contradicts your position. This tepresents blatant insubordination toward your decisions
and illustrates Mr. Burke's lack of discipline in adhering to elemental norms of conduct for an appointee
in your sdmimistration.

Fiaally, Mr. Burke's insidious remarks are also an unacceptable insult 10 the professionalism and
abilicy of the journalists &t Radio and TV Marti. Regardless of their ethnic background or geographic
location, the employees of Radio and TV Marti are just as capable as anyone in adhering ©0 the rules and
regulstioas which govern all U.S. government broadcastiag. We can testify 0 this fact because for years,
we, sloag with many other independent journalists inside Cuba, have collaborated with their journalists
snd we have always found them to be honorable and professional.

For all these reasons, and because we are sure Mr. Burke's irresponsible and insuiting behavior
does mot represent your thinking on these matters, we respectfully raquest that you ask for immediate
resignation of Mr. Burke, who has offended the entire Hispanic Amitican community.

P

Indamiro Restano

Representative,
Cuban Buresu of Indepeadent Journalists
ivia ,,-/ ] yo
, i Camaguey-Ciego de Avila, Cuba, United Froat
and Press Agency

The uadersigned also concur with the statements in this letter:

Bernardo Fuentes, Magaly Pino, Jorge Riva, Ramon Cruz, Oscar Ayala Munoz, Joel Diaz Hernandez
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Translation of a letter to the editor which appeared
in Diario Las Americas on Wednesday, October 23, 1996

Patriotic Council Supports TV
and Radio Marti in Miami

Dear Director:

The Cuban Patriotic Council wishes to express its total
rejection of the opinions expressed by Mr. David Burke, Chairman of
the Broadcasting Board of Governors, who has made statements
against the relocation of Radio and TV Marti to Miami and against
their funding.

His statements are insidious and false.

Pirst: If TV Marti is not seen in Cuba due to Castro’s
jamming, it is Mr. Burke’s responsibility, because he has not done
anything to make the transmissions more successful in breaking
Cuban jamming, unlike efforst made during the Haiti crisis.

Second: From the beginning, the ideal location for Radio and
Television Marti’s offices and studios was Miami. This is the city
that generates the news the stations need to cover, due to its
proximity to Cuba and the constant arrival of people froa the
island and those who travel to visit family.

Third: It is defamatory for Mr. Burke to state that "Cuban -
exile groups exert undue influence over the broadcasts.® Does Mr.
Burke understand that the Director of Radio and TV Marti, just as
all of their journalists, provide equal opportunity to all
opinions, without preference toward anyone.

Pourth: Is shows a lack of respect, as the federal
government official that Mr. Burke is, toward President Bill
Clinton and the U.S. Congress, when he attacks the approval of the
relocation. An approval which was conducted under every
parliamentary rule of the Congress and sanctioned by the President
of this nation. If Mr. Burke disagrees with this decision, the
appropriate thing to do is resign his appointment as Chairman of
the Broadcasting Board of Governors.

Fifth: The Cuban Patriotic Council reaffirms its support of
Radio and TV Marti’s relocation to Miami, and asks all the exile
organizations and leaders to join us, just as they did when
hearings were held to discuss whether or not to relocate the
operations to this city.

Sincerely,

Dr. Roberto Rodriquez de Aragon
President, National Board of Directors
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| Cartas al Director

Junta Patriética
apoya T.V.

y Radio Marti
en Miami

Estimado Director:

La Junta Patriotica Cubana desea expre-
sar su total rechazo a la opinuon expresada
Eor el sedor David Burke, Presidente del

onsejo de Gobernadores de Emisoras Fe-
derales, quien ha formulado declaraciones
udada de Radio Marti y
TV Marti a la ciudad de Miamu y del pre-
supucsto asignado a ellas.

Sus declaraciones son insidiosas ¥ falsas.

Primero: Si T.V. Marti no es visible en
Cuba por la interferencia del castrato, es
responsabilidad del propio Sr. Burke, por
no pedir y propiciar que se haFa la tras-
mision en la forma que es factible para que
penetre la imagen en territorio cubano, co-
mo se realizé en ti cuando la crisis de
esa nacion.

Segundo: Las oficinas y estudios de Tele-
vision y Radio T.V. desde su inicio, el lugar
ideal para suinstalacionera Miami. Enesta
ciudad es donde se producen las noticias
que deben divulgar ambos medios de co-
municacion. por su proximidad a Cuba y
por ser el lugar a donde arriban constan-
temente nuevos refugiados p ntes de
la Isla y las personas que viajan a ella para
visitar familiares.

Tercero: Es calumnioso, cuando Mr. Burke
aﬁrmaque'ungrupodeaﬂ.adoscubams
ejercian influencia en sus transmisiones”. Se-

Mr. Burke, que el Director de T.V. y Radio
\farti, asi como todos sus periodistas, muy
a nuestro pesar le dan igual oportunidad a
todas las opiniones en

j ambos
ciosos, sin privilegios de ningun tupo.

Cuarto: Falta el respeto, como funcionari
federal 8u_e es Mr. Burke, al Sr. Presiden::
Mr. Bill Clinton y al Congreso de los Estados
Unidos de Amenca. cuando censura la apro-
bacién del proyecto de la mudada. realizado
de acuerdo con todas las reglas parlamen-
Larias por el Congreso y sancionado después
por el dente de esta nacién. Se supone

ue si el Sr. Burke discrepa de esta decisién

ebe renunciar a su cargo de Presidente
del Consejo de Gobernadores de Emisoras
Federales. '

Quinto: La Junta Patridtica Cubana, ra-
tifica su apoyo al traslado a Miami de T.V.
Radio Marti y conmina a todas las orga-
nizaciones y rersqnahdadu del exilio
procedan en la misma forma. como lo hi-
cieron durante las audiencias celebradas
para conocer la necesidad o no, del traslado
de ambas para esta ciudad.

Atentamente,
D. Roberto Rodnﬁuez de Aragon,

Presidente de la Direccion Nacional
Miami. Fla.



10/18/96  11:3¢ 202 (01 §008 130 EXT AFFAIRS Qe
FNE No. 899 1015 *98 10:11 [DWSIA AURLIC LIRISON ree. ¢

NEWS RELEASE

Marthens Cowart (202) 6155196

EMBARGOED UNTIL 8:60 p.m. October 13, 1996

STATEMENT BY DIRECTOR JOSEPH DUFFEY, Director of
the USIA in response to comments made by David Berke,
Chalrman of the Broadcasting Board of Governors oa “60
Minates” Broadeast which alred October 3, 199¢:

Mr. Burks neglected to make clear that his views arc personal and not
thoee of the Administration.

Congress mandated the move of Radio/TY Marti to sooth Florida as s
provision of the FY 1996 Omnibus Continuing Appropriations Act
Since signing the continuing resolutioa into law, the Administration has
coasisently sought to ensure that the move be cartied out in
accordance with Congressional intent. USIA fs moving inan
expeditious, efficlent and cost-offective mannes (o ensure 8 emooth
transhtion

The Administration strongfy believes Radio Martl to be an extremely
invalusble conduit of objective information o the Cuban people. I has
peovided Cuben citizens with information deprived them by the Castro
govemment,

We remain oonfident that ths lntegrity, objectivity and professionalism
of our broadcasting effort will be msinzined. The Martls are
mandsted 10 adhere to the sams high standards as the Voice of
America.

Unlind States informalion Agency Washington D.C. 20847 Tel: 202-814-4365 Fux 2025190908



FOIA Number:

Clinton Presidential Records
Foreign Language Marker

This is not a presidential record. This is used as an administrative
marker by the William J. Clinton Presidential Library Staff to
identify the location of a document written in a foreign language

Foreign Language Marker

Collection: Clinton Presidential Records

Subgroup: Chief of Staff

Series: Harold Ickes

Subseries:

Document Title re: Destructive commentary on Cuba
Language: Spanish

Folder Title [Cuba Info - November 05, 1996] [loose]

OA/ID: 9296




AER T T T S ane . .

"@he Washington Times -

Monday, Octaber M, 1996

Radio Marti and David Burke

- Mr. Canosa, who heads the Cuban American

Not only did Mr. Burks choose 15 regleter ks dia-
agreement on “60 Minates " he also that

by Congress ia April and signed into law

. by Presideat Clinton. *T wrote to members of Con-
. gress,” Mr. Burke told “60 Min -

. mmmumm,mmmm
. Council, Leog Panetta,
_ behgaﬂnuabomﬂﬂa.‘l'henmnotmbh
bearings™ :

. _Earliee this month; Mr. Burks told ABC news that
- ] amconvinoed the

utze,” “to everyone:
everybody — there should

Martiis put

: of Redio
in great jeoperdy if it is 10 Miami." Wel, acts-

.+ ally, Radio and TV Marti would have been in far
' greawer jeopardy had they remained here in Wash-
 ington, given Mr. Burke’s unrelenti
. towards the stations and the cause of
Cuba that they serve,

hostility
in
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Translation of an article vhich appeared in
Diario Las Americas on Thursday, October 17, 199¢

The Times Criticizes Burke’s Statements
Regarding Radio and TV Marti

The Director of USIA says Burke spoke his personal
views, not in the name of the Administration

By Ariel Remos

The Washington Times published an editorial titled, "Radio
Marti and David Burke," in which they criticized statements by Mr.
Burke against Radio and TV Marti, openly contradicting the will of
the United states Congress and President Clinton regarding those
Cuba broadcast services. "Should it happen that President Clinton
loses Florida in the presidential election, he will now know whom
to thank," opens the Times editorial.

Burke’s statements forced a response from the Director of the
U.S. Information Agency, Dr. Joseph Duffey, stating that Mr. Burke
neglected to make clear that his views are personal and not those
of the Administration. Duffey also stated that the Administration
has consistently sought to ensure that the move be carried out in
accordance with Congressional intent. "We remain confident that
the integrity, objectivity and professionalism of our broadcasting
effort will be maintained. The Martis are mandated to adhere to
the same high standards as the Voice of America," he stated.

This past September 30, in an ABC News program, David Burke
attacked the relocation of Radio and TV Marti to Miami, stating,
among other things, that the relocation jeopardized Radio Marti’s
credibility. And last Sunday on 60 Minutes, he again made comments
against the relocation and the chairman of the cCuban American
National Foundation, Jorge Mas Canosa, restating his opinion
against Cuban exile organizations, which he accused of having
"undue influence" in TV Marti.

Burke’s statements provoked a strong response from
organizations like the Latin Chamber of Commerce and the Spanish
American League Against Discrimination, which wrote letters to
President Clinton denouncing Mr. Burke’s insubordination in
criticizing the President regarding the Cuba broadcasts, and
protesting the insult against the Hispanic American community in
Miami.

For his part, Jorge Mas Canosa told the France Press Agency



that "since his arrival to his post, Burke has tried to destroy TV
Marti," and that Burke has never met with "anyone" at TV Marti, but
"only with the project’s enemies."

The following is excerpted from a Washington Times editorial,
"Radio Marti and David Burke":

Should it happen that President Clinton loses Florida in the
presidential election, he will now know whom to thank. In an act
that appears to be rooted in suicidal desperation and pathological
antipathy against Cuban American leader Jorge Mas Canosa, the
President’s appointed head of the Broadcasting Board of Governors,
David Burke, yesterday on "“60 Minutes" launched into a tirade
denouncing the Clinton administration’s own policy on Radio and TV
Marti.

No doubt it will only be a matter of time before Mr. Burke will be
told to pack his bags, and the fact is he will not be missed.
Under Mr. Burke’s leadership, the Board has injected itself far
into the daily decisions of the U.S. international broadcasters
where it does not belong and always with the purpose of pulling
them towards the left.

Not only did Mr. Burke choose to register his disagreement on "60
Minutes", he also charged that Mr. Canosa, who heads the Cuban
American National Foundation, has been allowed to run Radio and
Television Marti as political organizations. And he further
complained bitterly that he had received no cooperation from the
White House in his efforts to block the move to Florida, which was
funded with $7 million by Congress in April and signed into law by
President Clinton. "I wrote to members of Congress," Mr. Burke
told 60 Minutes, "to everyone in the administration from the
National Security Council, Leon Panetta, everybody - there should
be hearings about this. There are not going to be hearings"

Earlier this month, Mr. Burke told ABC News that "I am convinced
the credibility of Radio Marti is put in great jeopardy if it is
moved to Miami." Well, actually, Radio and TV Marti would have
been in far greater jeopardy had they remained here in Washington,
given Mr. Burke’s unrelenting hostility towards the stations and
the cause of freedom in Cuba that they serve.
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Critica el Times afirmaciones de
Burke sobre Radio y TV Marti

Por ARIEL. REMOS

El diario capitalino The Washington Times pu-
blico un editorial titulado "Radio Marti v David
Burke”. en que critica las declaraciones del serior
Burke contra Radio y TV Mart:. en abierta con-
tradiccion con la disposicion del Congreso y del
Presidente Clinton sobre las transmisiones de esas
emisoras hacia Cuba. "Si el Presidente Clinton
perdiera las elecciones presidenciales en la Flo-
rida. el sabra a quien darle las gracias”, comienza
diciendo el editorial del Times

Las declaraciones de Burke motivaron asimismo
una respuesta del director de la Agencia de In-
formaciénde EE.UL. (USIA), doctor Joseph Duf-
fey. precisando 3ue el sefior Burke omitio aciarar
que sus puntos de vista eran personales y no los
de la Administracion. Duffey declaro también que
la Administracion ha sido consistente en cuidar
que el traslado de Radio y TV Mart{ a Miami
se lleve a cabo de acuerdo con la intencion del
Congreso. "Seguimos confiados en que la integri-
dad. objetividad y profesionalismo de nuestras

Dice el Presidente de la LSI4 que
Burke hablé a titulo personal, no
a nombre de la 4dministracion

transmisiones, serdn mantenidas. Las Mart{ estdn
obligadas a atenerse a los mismos estandares de
La Voz de EE.UL ", expresé.

El pasado 30 de septiembre. en un programa
de la ABC transmitido por el Canal 10de TV, David
Burke ataco el traslado en proceso de las oficinas
de Radio y TV Marti a Miami. afirmando, entre
otras cosas, que ponia en peligro la credibilidad
de Radio Marti. Y el pasadodomingo 13 de octubre
en el programa "60 Minutos®, volvio a la carga
con el traslld:.r contra el presidente de la Fun.
dacién Nacional Cubano Americana, Jorge Mas
Canosa, reiterando su criterio contra grupos del
exilio cubano, a los que acusé de tener “una in-

(Pasa a la P4g. 15-A Col. 3»
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Critica el Times afirmaciones de
Burke sobre Radio y TV Marti

(Viene de Ia pig. 1-A)

iencia que no le corresponde”
' TV Marti.

[.as declaraciones de Burke
‘ovocaron una airada res-
1esta de instituciones como la
Amara de comercio Latina
“AMACOL) y la Liga Hispa-
>americana Contra la Difa-
acién (SALAD), que se diri-
eron por carta al Presidente
linton lamentando la insubor-
naciéndel sefior Burke al cri-
car a su Presidente en rela-
6n con las transmisiones
icia Cuba, y protestando por

ofensa cometida contra la

comunidad hispancamericana
de Miami.

Por su parte, Jorge Mas Ca-
nosa declaré a la AFP que
"desde su llegada al cargo,
(Burke) tiene el propdsito de
destruir a TV Mart{®, y que ja-
més se ha entrevistado "con
nadie” vinculado con TV Mar-
tf, sino "solamente con los ene-
migos del proyecto”.

Extractos del Editorial de The
Washington Times “Radio Mart{
y David Burke"

- ’ ’

Si el Presidente Clinton per-
diera las elecciones presiden-
ciales en la Florida, é] sabrs
a quien darle las gracias. En
un acto enraizado con una des-
esperacién suicida y odio pa-
tolégico contra el l{der cubano-
americano Jorge Mas Canosa,
el Presidente de la Junta de go-
bernadores de Transmisi
David Burke, nombrado por e
propio Presidente Clinton, lan-
z6 una diatriba ayer en el pro-

rama dominical 60 Minutos®,

enunciando la ia polftica
de la Administracién Clinton
sobre Radio y TV Mart{.

Sin duda, sers cuestion de
th::ro para que el sefior Burke
comience a hacer sus maletas,

Y. porwgmto.ﬂ:muhu-
trafiard. ar el del se-
flor Burke, Ia :u s¢ ha Inmis-
cuido en las diarias
de las transmisiones internacio-
nall:a de EE.U'S.... autoridad que
no le correspo s con
ol propdsito de ln‘ulrh-hmh.ch

la izquierda. ..

No solamente el sefior Burke
escogié la ocasién de expresar
su desacuerdo en ol programa
60 Minutos, sino que acusé al
sefior Mas Canosa... de habér-
sele rrmiudo manejar Radio
y Televisién Marti como a or-
ganizaciones politicas. Y es
mds, se quejé amargamente de
no haber recibido cooperacion
alguna de la Casa Blanca en
sus esfuerzos para impedir la
mudanza de las emisoras de la
ﬁ'loﬂd:’. l|a cual rocibllo $ 7 mi-

ones de el pasado
abril, convam?a en ley el

ropio Presidente Clinton. “Yo
e escrib{ a miembros del Con-
reso”, dijo el sefior Burke a
Minutos, "a todo ¢! mundo
en la Administracién desde el
Consefo Nacional de Seguri-
dad, Leén Panetta, a todos, de
que debia haber audiencias so-

bre este tema. Pero no habrs
audiencias”.




Translation of an article which appeared in
Diario Las Americas on rriday, October 18, 199¢

Letter to Clinton

Free Cuba Medical
Association Responds to Burke

Dr. Enrique Huertas, President of the Free Cuba Medical
Association, sent the following letter to Bill cClinton,
President of the United States, regarding the relocation of
Radio and TV Martl to Miami.

The Honorable Bill Clinton
President of the United States
The White House

washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. President:

As you surely know, recently Mr. David Burke, Chairman of the
U.S. Information Agency’s Broadcasting Board of Governors, in an
interview with ABC News, used incorrect, inappropriate, and unjust
statements regarding the relocation of Radio and TV Marti to Miami.

Mr. Burke’s assertion that Radio and TV Marti’s credibility
was in jeopardy if it moved to Miami has profoundly offended the
Cuban American community in Florida and the entire exile community
in general, and he deserves the most severe condemnation and
repudiation.

Mr. Burke should know that the relocation has been approved by
Congress and signed into law by the President, and that it is not
his place, with the appointed position he holds, to place obstacles
in front of the success of this relocation which has been studied
for some time.

Mr. President, you are aware of Radio Marti’s important work.
Just this past October 10, on the anniversary of Cuba’s patriotic
Call of Yara, you delivered a statement to the Cuban people
highlighting the positive work and credibility of Radio and TV
Marti’s information service.

Mr. Burke knows perfectly well the high level of
professionalism, ability, and experience of Radio and TV Marti’s
employees, and it is not appropriate for him to create problenms,



raise doubts, or speak falsehoods when it comes to the employees.
His duty should be to maintain, and whenever possible, increase the
prestige and credibility that Radio and TV Marti have achieved;
particularly when these stations have done 8o much to maintain the
Cuban people well informed about the situation in Cuba and the
destruction of the Cuban nation by Castro’s communist tyranny.
Radio and TV Marti’s broadcasts contribute daily to promoting the
cause of freedom in Cuba and we cannot allow Mr. Burke, due to
incompetence, ignorance, or any other improper motive, to
jeopardize these stations.

Mr. President, the Free Cuban Medical Association is in
solidarity with all of the Cuban American organizations and
institutions, and the entire Cuban American community, in rasing
its voice to protest Mr. Burke’s unjustified comments and errors.
With all respect, we ask for your personal intervention in this
matter so that such an unfortunate situation does not repeat
itself.

Respectfully
Dr. Enrique Huertas

President
Free Cuba Medical Association
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mi, ha disgustado profunda-

] 6rdenes a la nacion cubana, cre-
mente a 1a Comunidad .

ada por la tirania Castro comu-

5 Carta a Clinton

Responde a
Burke el
Colegio
Médico

Cubano Libre

* Pl doctor Enrique Huer-
tas. Presidente ded Cole-
&io Médico Cubano Libre
en el exilio. le envié la
siguiente carta el presi-
dente de Estades Unidoe,
Bill Clinton. en relacién
con la relocalizacién de
Radie v TV Martf em la
ciuded de Miamd.

Honorable Bill Clinton
Presidente de los Estados
Unidos de América
La Casa Blanca
Washington, DC 20547

Estimado Sefior Presiden-
te:

Como se-

uramente

sted eo-
noce, en fe-
cha recien-
te, el sefior
David Bur-
ke, Presi-
dente de la
Junta de
Goberna-
dores de la
Oficina de Transmisiones de
la Agencia de Informacion
de los Estados Unidos. enen-
trevista por la Cadena NBC
News, se expres6 en térmi-
nos incorrectos, indebidos e
injustos en relacion con la
relocalizaciénde Radioy TV
Marti a la Ciudad de Miami.

Enrique
Huertas

La declaracion del Senor
Burke de que estaba conven-

cido que la Credibilidad de

Radio Marti estaba en peli-
gro si se mudaba para Mia-

Cubana de la Florida y en
general al exilio cubano y
carece la mas severa conde-
nacién y rechazo.

El sefior Burke debié tener
bien presente, que la reloca-
lizacion ha sido aprobada
por el Congreso y firmada
por Usted como Presidente
y que no le corresponde a |

(Pasa a la P4z 11-ACol. 3!

Responde a Burke el
Colegio Médico
Cubano Libre

(Viene de la pig. 1-A)

él, con el cargo que tiene, en-
torpecer ni obstaculizar la cul-
minacién exitosa de ese traslado
por largo tiempo estudiado.

Usted conoce Seflor Presiden-
te, la gran labor realizada por
Radio Mart{, a la cual, enel Ani-
versario Patriético del Grito de
Yara, el 0 10 de octubre,
Usted h de referirse en de-
claraciones al pueblo de Cuba,
resaltando el trabajo positivo y
la credibilidad en la informacién
de Radio TV Mart{.

E1 Sefior Burke sabe perfecta-
mente del alto grado de profe-
sionalismo, capacitacién y expe-
riencia de la empleomanfa de
Radio y TV Mart{ X de sus di-
rectores y jefes del departamen-
to y no le corresponde. en modo
alguno, alentar problemas, cre-
ar dudas o faltar a la verdad.
Su mision tiene que ser contri-
buir a mantener y en lo posible
ampliar el prestigio y credibili-
dad conquistado por Radio y TV
Mart{ y que tanto ayuda al pue-
blo cubano a mantenerse bien in-
formado de la situacion cubana
y de la destruccién en todos los

nista. Las transiciones de Radio
y TV Mart{ contribuyen diaria-
mente a mantener y estimular
las causas de la libertad de Cuba
y eso no se e permitir que
el sefior Burke por incapacidad,
ignorancia y otro motivo censu-
rable, lo perjudique ostensible-
mente.

Seiior Presidente Clinton, el
Colegio Médico Cubano Libre se
solidariza con todas las organi-
zaciones e instituciones cubanas
y con la comunidad cubano ame-
ricana, que ha levantado su voz
de justificada protesta por los
errores e injustos comentarios
del seftor Burke y con todo res-
peto le rogamos su intervencion
personal para evitar que se re-
pita tan infortunada situacién.

De Usted respetuosamente,
Dr. Enrique Huertas
Presidente




OCT-16-96 WED 11:22 == — [ ]

dﬂu.nicl'bios de Cuﬂa enel gxl[lo

DO Boc 33028y * Miaal, FL 23135-0868

@

As Prasident of the Cubsn Municipalities in Exie, 8 civic essoclation comorised of 104
mawmmmhmamdmmamm,lwgam
youmummoumndmmionodonoim. Dsvid Burke, sppointad by you 98 Cheinmen of the U S,
WMAWomdecom.mmmmmmm
the Cubsn Americsn community.

Mr. Woﬁmuﬁlemnmmmmw«mma
W”WWMMMMMM‘!mMNM“
MNWM&&hmMikhmnM.' Mr. Burke agein insulted the
mmmmmwumvbwmmmwmmmu
stated, ‘IMMM(CMWﬂMMM(MMNWM

muoomumdmmhﬂwm. it s vy understanding thet
uwmummwuwmmwmwwwmmum. Why
MhmthhmmwnmmmMnm
dwmwmmmmmmum«maum

lmmmmmmwdum n.umocmwmmw.
M-‘acommmcowuﬂoammmﬂl matter, then | will simply b0 ssddened.
Hmm.in.&M'smnumMo&dmdommeMMMM
be fired for munmmmmodﬂ\immdm'uowmm sgsinst the will of the United
States Congresa and President. Atu«nmummmammmmm
mhw.ammmmmmamunmcmommm«mmn

{ hope you will reassure our community that Me. Burke’s comments were irresponsidie end
unauthorized and you will then ask for Nis immediate resighation. | SWalt your response.

Respectivily,
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CAMARA DE COMERCIO LATINA DE LOS ESTADOS UNIDOS

Latin Chamber of Commerce of US.A.

October 4, 1996

Hoa. William J. Clinton

President of the United States of Amenca
The White House

Washington, DC 20547

Mr. President:

Mr. David Burke, President of the Board of Governors of USIA, said in our
interview to ABC News on 9/30/96 that “he is convinced that the move of Radio
& TV Marti to Miami could jeopardize its credibility”. Did he produce any
evidence? None. His declaration is based only in his well-known dislike of our
community.

It is evident that Mr. Burke is not concerned with the undermining of the prestige
and suthority of the Congress and yours, Mr. President, since both approved and
put into effect the law governing this move. Besides, such an statement is
offensive to the reporters of Radio Marti, since it insinuates that they can be
manipulated by political interests, when their well- deserved prestige in Cuba and
outside Cuba is good proof of their professional dignity.

Not taking into consideration these unconsiderate statements, the relocation that
Congress approved and you ratified, is taking place. Soon Radio & TV Marti
will be among us. In the meantime, this Latin Chamber of Commerce of USA
(CAMACOL), that as organization promotes and solidifies the economic well
being of South Florida and serves as a link to a profitable relationship between
Latin America and this ares of the United States, asks why this officer offends,
without reasons the Hispanic community of this area and disregards your
decisions, Mr. President.

cc: The Miami Herald
Diario Las Américas
The New York Times
Washingtoa Post

MATTINC ADDRESS: PO. BOX 35082¢ MIAMI, FL 33138
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Critica CAMACOL
afirmacion sobre
|  Radio y TV Marti

En carta dirigida al Presidente Clinton, el presidente de la CA-
MACOL. Luis Sabinex. acuso a David Burke. presidente de la Juata
de Gobernadores de la USIA. de desdesar a la comunidad hispana
de Miamu.

EDICION D8 26 PAOINAS - 2 SROCKONE §

UD® de 1996

Dice Sabines en su carta al Presidente. que el Sr Burke expreso:
"Estoy convencido de que el traslado de Radio y TV Maru para
Miami, pondria en peligro su credibilidad”. sin aportar una prueba
de ello. sino basado “solamente en su bien conocido desden por
nuestra comunidad”. -

Y adade: *s evidente que el Sr Burke no le preocupa en lo mas
minimo socavar el prestigio y la autondad del Congreso y de us-
ted...ya que el Congreso aprobd y usted sanciono la ley que dispuso
ese traslado. Ademds, esa afirmacion es ofensiva ?ara los perio-
distas de Radio Marti. teniendo en cuenta que en ella insinua que
gueden ser manipulados por intereses politicos. desconociendo su

ien ganado rrestigio dentro y fuera de Cuba, por su demostrada
dignidad profesional®. :

Migmi, Flonda Yemes | | de Oc

Por la ubofua. T Cullun y la Solidaridad Hemisférica

Dice también Sabines a Clinton que "Pronto Radio y TV Mart
estardn donde deben estar: con nosotros®, para terminar con esta
afirmacién: "Mientras tanto, esta Cdmara de Comercio Latina de
Estados Unidos, que como orgamizacién promueve y solidifica el
bienestar econémico del Sur de la Florida y sirve de enlace para
una provechosa relacion entre America Latina y esta region de
Estados Unldos, pregunta por qué este funcionario ofende sin razén
a la comunidad hispanoamericana de esta drea y demuestra tan
poco respeto por sus decisiones. sefior Presidente”.
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SPANISH AMERICAN LEAGUE AGAINST DISCRIMINATION

Miami. Fonda, “Capital of the Anerices, 8 Bilinge! Communly”.

Board of Oir actors i
Osvako Soto
Chulrmen .
Luiss Garcia-Toledo :
OsarBasmar  ocrober 8, 1996
Vioe-Chulzman !
sanson i
Taswe The Honoradle VWilliap Jefferson Clinton
" President of the United States
m;_mm The White House _
Secronty  Washington, D.C. i
Nicolds Aguirre '
Ana Alejandee-Cicresxo ;
JyMIR  Dear Mr. President: |
Willah Calderin ' !
MC&?‘:&"; A8 President ofjthe Spenish Aserican Leegue Against
FaxCodo Ddscriminetion (SALAD), I wvish to respectfully
lsOlz communicate the profound distress that has been caused in
w',‘fguag our community by itatements sade by Ar. David Burke,
Evra Esciidano Cheirman of the USIA Brosdcasting Board of OQovernors
m""‘"""m (BBG), during an Octéber 1, 1996, interviev vith ABC Nevs
Gustave Madn regnrding the relocation of Redio ead TV Narti to Niead.
Leonor A-arrefo ' H .

P vty Perhape if Nr. Burke truly realized the
Roberto Menendez responsidbility relaqted to Dbeing sppointed as the
polgids it president ‘e reprecentetive on the BBG, then he probadly

u Po20 vould not made thé disrespectful and disoriminstory
Viconte oo el gtatement: ‘I am convinced that Radio Marti‘e credibility
szﬁi is in great Jeopardy i1f it is moved to Niami."*
BerBa olo Femndndel ;

"that th1s relocatio

In the first pl#co, Nr. Burke should have rememdered
hes been psssed by Congress and
signed by you. N e Burke should knov thet as o
presidentisl sppointee he should de disoiplined enough to
accept the doci:iun* of the President and Congress.

|

But above all, Mr. Burke should educate hiwself more
about the Cuban-American cosmunity before making such
insulting comments. |Theao comments only serve to ratify
the discriminatory attitudes vhich have been demonstrated
by Mr. Burke. The ¢uban-4-¢rican community has elvays
distinguished 1itself for 4its dedication to Americen
values of hard vork|and honesty.

|
!
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Secretary
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SPANISH AMERICAN LEAGY

AGAINST DISCRIMINATION

Miami, Porida, “Ceprtal of the , & Bilingal Community”.

tMr. Clinton. cont.'

The Cuban-Anric:an community ie also vell asvere of
the high level of integrity and professionaslism vith
vhich Radio and TV Herti'’s employees carry-out their
Journalistic functions. It is exactly this faot which
mokes it i1mposeible for Redio and TV Marti’s credibility
to be manipuleted cr ioopu‘dizod by being besed in Niami.

!

Mr. President, Iiwvant you to know thet is saddens me
to have to vrite t(his letter. But this i1s eimply the
expreseion of a codmunity vwhich feels it has been
discriminated again:t by one of your high ranking
political appointees.|l hope you vill reassure us the Ar.
Burke’s diareapeattull comments vere unauthorized and did
not represent your thfnldng on this metter. I aveit your

response. :

Réspoce:w 1y,

eldo Soto
President

)
!
1
i
[
|
|
1
|
1
'
.
1
i
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Reacciona SAI.AD a
declaraciones contra

Radio y TV Marti

Texto completo de Ia carta enviada al presidente

ra de David Burke

Clinton en relacion con 12 postu

Por LUIS MARIO cha en un programa de la ABC,
transmitida por el Canal 10 de

Osvaldoﬁt:.
iga Hispénica
i6n conocida

Idente de Estados
inton, en respues-

carta
Unidos, Bill
ta a las decla
Burke, en rela

;ga:B:"

tra la Discri-

idente de la televisién e pasado 30 de se
Eapie s televsis P

enviado una B reside la Junta de
Gobermadoed

artl, si se muda para
Miami. Esta declaracién fue he-

res de la Oficina de
Transmisiones de la Agencia de
raciones de David Informacién de Estados Unidos,
cién con el supues- también dijo ante la cadena de
ro® de la credibilidad de televisién CBS, en un programa -

(Pasa a la P4g. 15A Col. 1)
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Reacciona SALAD a declaraciones
contra Radio y TV Marti

(Viene de la pag. 1-A)

qQue se transmitirs este domingo.
Que los cubanos exiliados “tie-
nen en TV Martf una influencia
que no les corresponde”®. Burke
siempre ha estado opuesto al
traslado de Radio y TV a la ciu-
dad de Miami.

gruo y firmada por Clinton, y
avid Burke no es mas que un
funcionario nombrado por el
propio Presidente.

Debido a su gran im ia,
DIARIO LAS EERI&S“M repro-
duce completa la carta Que a

nombre de » SU presiden-
te Bill
ChnOmHo envid a

Honorable William Jefferson
Clinton

Presidente de los Estados Unj-
dos de América
La Casa Blanca

Washington, D.C. 20547
Estimado Sefior Presidents:

Como presidente de 1a Liga
Hispano-Americana Contra

Discriminacién, , respe-

Quizds, si el Sefior Burke hu-
lese comprendido verdaders-

:l:ente su lwomhﬂldadg :l;
egido como
Presidente de EE.UU. a la Junta

de Gobernadores de la Oficina
de Transmisiones, a lo mejor no

Miithioccns hacrhA tawm :

gran peligro si se mudan a Mia-
mi®.

En primer | , el sefior Bur-
Ke debid haber secondsae o
relocalizacién ha sido a

E ;Jllcs:nor Bu{_e debarhp:

como designado i
dencql:l‘.'mmqucwloa&z
temente disciplinado para
aceptar las decisiones de su Pre-
sidente o renunciar a su posicién
para no criticar libremente las
decisiones del Presidente y del
Congreso.

deberia educarse respecto a
nuestra comunidad Cubano-Ame-

fuichporsu a los va-
ores Americanos de trabajar
fuerte y ser honestos.

La comunidad Cubano-Ameri-
?mmmwmw
capacidad,
ldota.lhmeonhn
pleados de Radio y TV Mart! Be-
van 8 cabo sus funciones

Sefior Presidente, sepa Ud.

me entristece tener que escribir
esta carta. Pero es simplemente
la expresién de una comunidad
que reciente haber sido discri-
minada por uno de sus m4s aitos
funcionarios pomicoc.h.Conﬂh‘:
que Nos asegure que

petuosood comentarios hechos



The Honorable William Jefferson Clinton
President of the United States

The White House

Washington, D.C. 20547

Dear Mr. President:

We are greatly offended by the posture taken by Mr. David
Burke, Chairman of the USIA Broadcasting Board of Governors, with
respect to the relocation of Radio and TV Marti to South Florida.

This relocation, which is in progress, was approved by
Congress and signed by you. However, in an interview with ABC News
broadcast to the entire nation on September 30, Mr. Burke stated "I
am convinced the credibility of Radio Marti is in great jeopardy if
it is moved to Miami."

We feel this statement by Mr. Burke undermines the authority
of both the President and the Congress. It also greatly offends
our community and the dignity of the journalists that work in Radio
Marti.

The National Association of Cuban Lawyers in Exile, which I an
honored to preside, reject this insult and feel strongly that Mr.
Burke deserves a strong reprimand for his disrespectful and
offensive attitude.

Respectfully,

Dr. Luis Rodriguez Cepero
President

cc: The Miami Herald
The Washington Post
The New York Times
The Washington Times
Diario Las Americas
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Protestan
ahogados por
alegada ofensa
de funcionario

El Colegio Nacional de Abo-
gados de Cuba en el Exilio,
a través de su presidente, Dr.
Luis Rodriguez Cepero. dir-

i0 una carta al Presidente

linton, expresandole su dis-
sto por la actitud del senor
avid Burke, presidente de la
Junta de Gobernadores de la
Oficina de Transmisiones In-
ternacionales de EE.UU. res-
pecto al traslado a la Florida
de Radio y TV Marti.

Dicho traslado —dice la car-
ta— "estd ya en proceso y fue
aprobado por el Congreso y
sancionado por usted”. Sin
embargo, el sefior Burke, en
entrevista a la cadena televi-
sita ABC, transmitida a toda
la nacién (1/1/96), afirmé:
"Estoy convencido de que la
credibilidad de Radio Marti
seré comprometida si se re-
localiza en Miami®.

*Estimamos que estas de-
claracion del sefor Burke
desafia la autoridad de usted
y la del Congreso y, al mismo
tiempo, ofende a nuestra co-
munidad y a la dignidad de
los periodistas que laboranen
Radio Mart{", sigue diciendo
el Colegio de Abogados, que
termina rechazando "esa
afrenta del sefior Burke ,
quien merece "una fuerte re-
primenda por su actitud irres-
petuosa y ofensiva®.
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Broadcast board will make

The Broadcasting Board of Gover-
nors, which | chair, strongly supports
the mission of promoting treedom and
democracy in Cuba. We believe that
Radio Marti has demonstrated its
abihity to fulfill this mu:d:égbalnd are

safeguard its ibility.
: -42, the board passed a

EAMSMASALASEARA L0 A0

resolution stating our concern that
relocating Radio and TV Mani to
Miami would significantly hinder the
necessary and appropnate oversight of
the Cuba-broadcasting operation. The
board also advised that the cost and
uming of the move and its possibie
impact on Radio Marti's program-

Ty

|

Unfair labels for exiles

37 vears. Cuban Amencans
hafco rbeen painfully aware of bengg
dended and discnminated against by

the media.
credibility —

. labels attack our
Usu:ll air labels such as

“right-wing,” “coaservative.” **vocif-

erous.”

»zealous.”

“reactionanes.”

. r-class’” (we come fron'\‘ all walks
o‘t!;l’i;t!:). “Batista supporters. e€tc.

As an artust
ination as a Cuban exi

| have suffered discrim-

ile. When U.S.

art critics or reporters find out where |

am from. they 1

mmediately lose inter-

est in my noapolitical art. As a film-

maker | found

rejection from colleges.

universities, and the U.S. media of my

oCum Covering Cuba.
‘ 1 gugut;yat our sin has been to tell

il-en-
the truth about the hero of the we.
trenched, dichard pro-Castroutes.

HE

AGUSTIN BLAZQUEZ
Silver Spring, Md.

Meam 1 MHERAR ()
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Marti move succeed

ming bad not been reviewed by appro-
pnate congressional committees.

Qur position on the location of
Radio and TV Man is consistent with
the stations’ founding rationale and
legisiative history. In 1982 a senior
Reagan administration official testi-
fied to Congress against the relocation
to Flonda from Washingion. The
Cuban Amencan National Founds-
tion shared this view at the time.

The success of Radio Marti has con-
firmed the wisdom of thus position.
The very station identification. “You
are listening to Radio Marti, broad-
casting from Washington, capital of
the United St?m of Amg:a. lent 2
seriousness of purpose symbol-
ized our commitment to freeing Cuba
from Castro’s totalitarianism.

Regrettably, a legitimate m dis-
cussion over the future of Radio and
TV Mani has been senselessly
degraded by charges that “racism™ is
involved. As a grandson of immi-
grants, | am sensitive to any form of
ethnic discnmination, It is reprehens:-
bie that some wouid resort to race-
baiting to obfuscate the real issues that

~Aannraen the natinnal ln'm

This Apnil. Congress passed and the
president signed legislation mandating
the relocation of Radio and TV Maru
to South Florida. My colleagues and |
are commutted 10 carrving out the
move in an efficient ang cost-effective
manner. As always our first prioniry
will be to ensure the accomplishment
of the mission of promoting freedom
and democracy 1n Cuba.

Davip Burxe

) Chairman,
LS. Broadcasting Board
of Governors
Washingion, D.C.

Plane danger at stadium

Am | alone. or does anyone eise
notice the danger caused by the bap-
ner-towing airplanes that fly over Pro
Player Stadium® At one Dolphins
game. as many as seven planes could
be seen jostling for position just above
the stadium’s nm. Besides the obnox-
lous noise and distraction. what is to
keep them from crashing 1nto the
crowd should mechanical failure
occur?

Let’s hope that 1t doesn't take a2
ma;gl_' loss of life to force some action
on this.

GERALD Fusko
Miami
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Nuestra preocupacion por
Radio y TV Marti

En relacién con el articulo publicado en El
Nuevo Herald el 15 de octubre, Mas Canosa des-
miente al programa 60 Minutos, asi como la reac-
cion de ciertas figuras publicas de la comunidad
cubanoamencana, quisiera aclarar aigunos hechos
con relacion a mis recientes declaraciones sobre
Radio y TV Maru.

La Junta de Gobernadores
de Estados Unidos, la cual dinjo, apoadectd:dn—
mente la misida de promover la libertad y la
democracia en Cuba. Creemos que Radio Martf ha
demostrado su capacidad para llevar a cabo este
manda:f' 2 Vel o crodibilidad. us?c:mm:
especial en velar por ss
le ha ot a la Junta Is responsebilidad de fis-
calizar las transmisiones imernacionalefs del
gobierno norteamericano garantizar su efecti-
vidad y su imtegndad pa-npzzmca .

Ew marzo de IWPNM un':
reso ex su
relocalizacién de Radio y TV Marti a Miami
*'podria impedir significativamente la supervisién
necesana y iada de las operaciones de trans-
misiones 8 Cuba’’. La Junta ademas expresd que
el costo y el momento oportuno del traslado asi
como el posible impacto en la programacida de
Radio Marti no habian sido reexaminados por los
debidos comités congresionales.

Nuestra postura en cuanto 8 la ubicacién de
Radio y TV Martf es totalmente congruente coa la
1dea inicial y el historial de ambas estaciones. Ls
Comisién Presidencial Transmisiones a Cuba
concluyd en 1982 que io Marti ‘‘no puede ser,
ni aparentar ser, identificads como un proyecto de
erapcctivd paridis’” Eae aston a0 un funclo.

va **. Ese mismo un i
g:m:h administracién del Presidente Reagan
declaré ante el Confnso: *“No creemos que las
operaciones principales deban residir en (Florida),
debido a que alld existen presiones que son distin-
1as a las que operan a nivel nacional. Creemos que
hay mayor posibilidad de obtener transmisiones
balanceadas y controladas a nivel nacional
{Washington, D.C.)"'. La Fundacién Nacionsi
Cubano Americana compartia este criterio en
aquel momento.

Los logros de Radio Marti han confirmado lo
acertado de esta postura. La propia sefial de identi-
ficacion de la emisora: **Estas escuchando a Radio
Marti. transmitiendo desde Washington, capital de
los Estados Umidos de Aménca’’, revistio a la ope-

Trnnsmis_io_nes

racién de una seriedad que indicaba ¢l compro-
miso de tods nuestrs nacidn de liberar a Cubas del
totalitarismo de Castro. Los estudios de audiencia
realizados por Radio Marti confirmaron desde
aquel momento que esta idea encontraba resonan-
¢1a en nuestros oyentes cubanos. Ellos sabian que
tanto la sustancia como el tono de Radio Marti
eran diferentes a las de otras emisoras que transmi-
tian también hacis la isla.

Lamentablomente, una legitima discusiéa poli-
tica acerca del futuro de Radio y TV Martl ha sido
rebajada a niveles sbsurdos mediante acusaciones
de “‘racismo’’. Como nieto de inmigrantes, tengo
una especial seasibilidad para percibir cualquier
forma de discriminacién étnica. Sugiero que ten-
gamos en cuenta las palabras del presidente Clin-
ton durante el recicate debate: *‘Nadie se favorece
al atacarnos los unos a los otros . . .
Ello no soluciona ningén problema. Necesitamos
estar en desacuerdo y conversar acerca del futuro
en una forma honesta’". Por lo tanto es
que alguien recurra a acusaciones de racismo
como forma de provocscion con el propdsito de
ofuscar los verdaderos asuntos que ataden al
interés nacional.

Todos nosotros en la Junta admiramos el
talento y la energia de los cubanoamericanos. E;-n
petamos y apoyamos a los periedistas de Radio y
TV Marti que estin dedi 8 mantener los mas
altos niveles del periodismo. También reconoce-
mos ls importancia del sur de la Florida como
fuente de informacién acerca de Cuba. Radio
Marti siempre ha tenido una presencia en
Miami con numerosos empl antes de la reu-
bicaci

En abril de este aflo, el Congreso aprobé y el
Presidente firm6 proyectos de leyes autorizando la
relocalizacién de Radio y TV Marti al sur de la
Flonda. Tanto yo como mis colegas en la Junta
estamos comprometidos a llevar a cabo el traslado
de una manera eficaz y con gastos minimos y razo-
nables. Como siempre, nuestra principal prioridad
ser4 asegurar el cumplimiento de la misién de pro-
mover la democracia y libertad en Cuba.

David Burke

Presidente de la Junta de Gobemadores de
Transmisiones de Estados Unidos
Washington, 0.C.
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Funcionario desafia al
Presidente Clinton y al

Congreso en relacion
con Radio y TV Marti

Por ARIEL REMOS

El presidente de la Junta de gobernadores de la Oficina de Trans-
misiones Internacionales de EE.CU.. David Burke. desalid al Pre-
sidente Bill Clinton fv al Congreso. al oponerse ai trasiado de Radio
v TV Mart{ para Miami en entrevista de la cadena ABC. yue se
transmitio a toda la nacidn el lunes por la tarde.

"Estoy convencido de que la credibilidad de Radio Marti sera
comprometida si se relocaliza en Miami". dijo Burke al entrevis-
tador de la ABC. John Martin. en un segmento del noticiero de
esa cadena televisiva.

Fuentes de Washington han calificadg esta expresion ae otensiva
para la comunidad no-americana. de la cual. dicen. tiene Burke
pesima opinion.

En abril de este aito el Congreso de EE.UU. aprobé v el Presidente
Clinton firmé la Ley que autoriza el traslado de ambas emisoras
para Miami. E| traslado ya se est4 efectuando por etapas. La pn-
mera fase de este proceso se cumplid con el trasiado del personal
necesario para que Radio Mart{ pueda transmitir desae las 5 de
la madrugada hasta la 1 de la tarde, de lunes a vierr.es. desae Miami.

El Presidente Clinton v 1a mayoria del Congreso han manifestado
su apovo a Radio vy TV Marti. Las oficinas v estudios de la emisora
va estdn instaladas en el drea de Miami. y a mediaaos dei proximo
ano, estara tamoien en esta zona TV Marti. en cumpiimiento de
la voluntad bipartidista del Congreso y del Presidente Clinton.
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Cartas al Director

En defensa de
David Burke:
Carta de un

miembro de la

Junta de
. Gobernadores
de Radiodifusion
de los
Estados Unidos

Estimado Sr. Aguirre::

Como el miembro republicano mas anti-
uo de la Junta de Gobernadores de Ra-
iodifusién bipartidista nombrada por el
Presidente, le escribo para aclarar puntos
blicados en una serie de articulos recien-
es en DIARIO LAS AMERICAS, respon-
diendo a las declaraciones piblicas de nues-
tro Presidente David Burke en relacién con
Raii&{ TV Martf. (Funcionario Guberna-
me! Desafia al Presidente Clinton y al
Cog,reao en Relacion con Radioy TV Marti,
10/2/98; Abogados protestan contra a-
ciones ofensivas de funcionario - 10/8/96;
Camacol critica declaraciones sobre Radio
y TV Martd, 10/11/96; SALAD reacciona a
declaraciones contra Radio y TV Marti,
10/13/96)

-- David Burke no es ni "racista”, ni un
"maniaco de poder”, ni tiene "una opinion
muy baja de la comunidad cubanoame-
ricana". Estas son acusaciones difama-

torias. escandalosas y ofensivas para las
que no hay cabida en una discusion de
politica publica.

~ David Burke y 1a Junta de Gobernadores
no, repito no. han causado la multitud de
controversias. alegaciones o mala conducta
administrativa, investigaciones del Inspec-
tor General, informes de la Oficina General
de Contabilidad GAO, y quejas laborales %ue
rodean a la Oficina de Transmisiones a Cu-
ba de la USIA.

-- David Burke y la Junta de Goberna-
dores total y entusiastamente apoyan el
propdésito y la misi{én de Radio y Tele-
visién Marti: promover la libertad y la
democracia en Cuba.

-- David Burke y la Junta, sin embargo,
también tienen una responsabilidad fiducia-
ria ante el Congreso de los EE.UU. y los
contribuyentes estadounidenses de asegu-
rarse las transmisiones del gobierno
de los EE.UU. a Cuba "se llevan a cabo
de acuerdo con las mas altas normas pro-
fesionales de periodismo radial”, de acuer-
do con la Ley de Radiodifusion Radial de
1994 (P.L. 103-238).

Sinceramente,
Tom Korologos

Junta de Gobernadores de Radiodifusion
Washington, D.C. .




Congress of the Tnited States
Wasdingten. BC 20818

CONGRESS APPROVES FINAL ACTION FOR
RADIO MART!I RELOCATION

WWWmdnumakmmnwmw.
State, Justies, ICJ8 mmmmmhumom Mﬂaz
the ralecation te pressed hmﬂmmuu.l.wwwmu
Brosdeasting (OCA) rapregramming 1oquest, n.omummmmnuum
implementation of phases twe, tves ond taur of the relogstien.
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%mm. in aifeoe, the mmmwmcunwwwmwnumwmm
Ronda.
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new home.

soth Wummnummmm tor Re&le and TV Manti’y misslon t6
provide tha Guban pacpls with objective, belsncad snd camprahensive Aws o informetion
white ﬂmmwomumumhm. 'Wommlldcmmmmdondﬂouo
employess of Radlo and TV Mertl will continus 86 siwsys 10 oarry-aut this mission whh
distinction and henet In hal New Sovth Flodds Nesdauernters.®

Contact: Yanik Fenton (306) 470-8888, Beeper: (306) 999-4344
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Mas Canosa desmiente g]
programa 60 Minutes

Afirma que ‘fue un hachazo

.. contra TV y Radio Mart{’

w CYNTIIA CORZ0
~darigeg dr £1 Nurve Heveld

€) lider de la Junta Presidencial sobre
rasmisicacs a Cuba. Jorpe Mas Canoss, fus-
99 el segmento del programs 60 Minuses ea
- cudl el se criticaros las operaciones de TV
lantl como un gasto excenivo de fondos.

“Se sabia que ese programa ers -wa
chazo coaira TV y R«I\M_ml" dijo
!ss. “Era uas coss totaimend sia belance.
reseataroa tres versiones conlrs TV Mantl y
0 3 (Rolando} Booaches™.

En ua segmento de 60 Minutes, trasmitido

| respoasabie de supervisar las trasmisiooes
Estados Unidos & Cuba alegd que Is comu-

. 1ad cubans ejerce “1nfluencia mrropu"

- bre las trasmisiones de Radio v TV Mani.

ro Que se le ha impedido solucionar el pro-
L

Dawd Burke. nomabrado por el presidente
1 Cliaton v ex erecutivo de las cadenas

“Le escnbi 2 vanos miembros det Con-

@ MMUTES, OF 3A

Parte de las 1astalaciones v de
los empleados de Radio Mari va
se trasiadaron 3 Miam.. v 3 em-
1073 comento ¢l mes pasado a

trasmtir parte d¢ s
100 desde ¢l sur de ta Fronca, Bl

traslado debe compietarse pan
finales de 3ho. y e 1997 dede
comenzar la mudaaza de TV

“Nunca se me coasultd™. dyo

Burke. “Todo fue organizaco
tras bastsdores .
Mas sosticne que no fue asi. La
Justa de Asesoramwento Prew-
dencial realizo sudieacias pubh-
cas en Washingioa v Miam.. 8 las
cuales asistieron personas que
favorecian el trasiado v algunos
que s¢ opon1an.

La decisioa de trasladar Radiwo
v TV Mari a Miam fue apro-
bada por ¢l Congreso v ratificaca
por ¢l presidente Clinton.

“El se opone™. dijo Mas. sodre
Burke. “Es un maniaco del poger
v un raasta”, tos od

Aseguro que penodistas
que trabajsa en Radio ¥ TV
Mart a0 s0a iafluenciados 1ade-
bidamesnte por ¢ simpie hecho
de trabajar en ¢ sur de la Flonda.
yna 2063 predominaniemeante

anedh @ B Sl SN e S & &

Washingion. que o Wesh;
Postio editen en San “‘;‘::
el New York Times lo ™)
Tel Aviv. Es absurdo™. dijo Mas
~Es menosprecrar a log penods-
123 cubancamencanos porque so
1MPpona 13 udicscion

vah § continuar usl
labor imparcial”.

€l coagresista  democrau
o.msu&"«cu«-m.m-
1100 de las trasmisiones 8 Cube.
dyo que ios coatnbuventes esta-

dosaidenses nzn em |mas
de $100 mulicaes ea TV Maru 2
pesar d¢ Que “can asdie lo ve™.

grama. ~Probabiemente asdie
auncs ha it una (rasmusion

Segun Mas. los culpables son
Burke v los detractores de T\’
Man que ban estancado la orden
del Congreso v del premdente
Clinton ae cambiar las trasmsno-
nes de la emisora 3 UHF. lo que
les permitina trasmitur ea distin-
103 canaies v evitans que Cube
Yloqueara |s sedal.

“No lo ve is cantidad de
Que quusieramos. Lo ven b
minonas”. dipo Mas. “Es que a0
uenen el compromiso para hacer
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It's Your Monay
Costs of soving TV and Radio Marti
September 30, 1996
WPLG - TV Channel Ten
6:30 PM
ABC World News Tonight

Peter Jernnings (Anchor): Now, here 1s regular Monday piece about
YOoulr money.,

A woman 1in Massachusetts told us yesterday. zhe was 3lad that we
didn't say, "your money, your choice" anymore. She thought that
shae didn't have a choice in how the governmeant spends it.
Certainly, not in this case. The government has decided that it
is going to move the headquarters of Radio and Television Marti
from Washington to Miami. In this report tonight, ABC's John
Martin raises the question of value, for dollars.

John Martin(reporting): They work for Radio and TV Marti. which
spends 25 willion tax dollars a vyear to bombard Fidel Castro's
Cuba, with news, sports., talk, and music.

As a government operation. it has been based here in Washington
since 1984, But last April, Congress quietly ordered it moved to
Miami by next year. Relocating up to 220 employees at a cost of
eight million dollars. Alberto Mora sits on its governing board.
Is this worth spending eight million dollars for?

Alberto Mora(International Broadcasting Bureau)t Why not
concentrate the operation in Miami and get it all closer to the
action.

Martin: Some fear i1t may be too close to the action, further
damaging the operations credibility., TV Marti is jammed and
never seen in Cuba. And moving to Miami will not change that.
Taxpayers will simply continue paying 11.6 million dollars a year
to beam signals from this blieep into thin air. Radio Marti is
Jdifferent. Cubans do listen. But staff members who oeppose the
move, say that Cubans will be more suspicious if it is based in
Miami.

Richard Planas(Radio Marti): Marti. right now, is epoliticized
and then once in Miami. it will be politicized even more.

Martin: Some staff members worry that Fidel Castro will claim
that Radio Marti is too much under the thumb of Jorge Mas Canosa,
Miami's most powerful Cuban exile politician and head of a

foundation dedicated to Castro's overthrow.
Miami's Video Professionals



Marting Mas Canosa did not respond to our request for an
interview. Neither did Texas senator. Phil Graham, who wrote the
amendment ordering the move. But David Burke, a former ABC News
executive, who chairs Marti's governing board said he wishes
Congress had left the operation in Washington.

David Burke(International Broadcasting Bureau): ['m convinced
that 1ts credibility 1is put in great jeopardy 1f it moves to
Miami.

Martin: What seems clear is that by relocating to Miaami,
Radio/TV Marti sets itself wup to lose a proraganda fight with
Castro.

I1f so, it will not only cost the agency its credibility, but
eight million dollars to move it hear. It's your money.

John Martin, ABC News, Miami.
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PROCEEDTINGS

INTERVIEWER: (Inaudible) broadcast
(inaudible) .

MR. BONACHEA: Well, in the Congress of the
United States (inaudible) Television Marti, it was
stated that the mission of Radio and, later, TV Marti
was to promote freedom and democracy in Cuba and to do
so by providing the people of Cuba with news
information that is (inaudible), objective, (inaudible)
and that provides the pecople of Cuba with the
information that the Castro government has denied to
them since 1959.

This is a phenomenal service to the people of
Cuba and to the cause of democracy and freedom in the
island.

If you consider that, since 1859, Castro took
over all of the media outfits, where the radio,
television, newspapers, and magazines were taken over
by the Castro government, subsequently, after he had
done that, during the decade of the 1960s, by the
1970s, he moved toward prohibiting the distribution of
Latin American publications inside the island and, in
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listened to radio station inside Cuba.

INTERVIEWER: It’s the most what?

MR. BONACHEA: The most listened to radio
station ins#de the island, and that the Castro
government tries to compete with Radio Marti by even
trying to improve their own radio Programs which 1
would say is, most of the time, is rather boring, since
what they do is to produce the propaganda machinery of
the Castro government .

In Radio Marti, the people of Cuba fing a
great diversity of opinions, a great diversity of
approaches to many complex issues.

This, I think, is the value of Radio Marti
(inaudible) that it prepares the people of Cuba for the
democratic transition that will come, and prepares them
by showing, in diversity of opinions, that democracy is
4 complex process and that any given issue isg going to
have different shades of interpretation, different
opinions, and that, therefore, it is important that
they be exXposed to the spectrum of political-economic
OopPinions that is (inaudible) .

INTERVIEWER: What is the audience of
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Television Marti?

MR. BONACHEA: It isg believed that -- the most
recent studies that we have done eéstimate maybe 3
percent of Chenaudience being able to tune in
Television Marti, without any doubt that the castro
government has been able to jam, more or less
effectively, the signal of Television Marti by pouring
into this efforc probably literally millions of
dollars.

I think the people of Cuba know of this. They
know of the lengths that the Castro government will go
Lo to prevent them from receiving objective news
information about what is going on outside Cuba and
inside the island.

I think that the Jamming of Television Marti
is one of the greatest examples of the type of
dictatorship that we are dealing with, obsessed with
disallowing the people of Cuba from gaining news
information, simply because they want to have a total
control and a total monopoly of the information that

reaches Cuba.

INTERVIEWER: We'’'ve been told by people in
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Washington that virtually nobody sees TV Marti.

MR. BONACHEA: You know, we have -- we know
that the Jamming, like T said, has been fairly
effective bup, at the same time, we have reportg that,
Sporadically, the signal of Television Marti entersg
(inaudible) barts of the island. That brings the
Castro government immediately to mobilize the jammers
from one place to another in order to block the signal
again.

So yes, we do not contest that, whereasg it has
been very difficult for him to jam Radio Marti, he has
been fairly successful in depriving the people of Cuba
from gaining access to the TV signal.

INTERVIEWER: How much does Castro spend to
jam Radio Marti?

MR. BONACHEA: It is --

INTERVIEWER: I'm SOrry. Let me add, how much
money does it cost Castro to jam Television Marti?

MR. BONACHEA: 7It is -- I think it would be
difficult for me O say, you know. I have heard that
it ranges from $100 million all the way to maybe 5, ¢
hundred million dollars ber year, in building the
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jammers, maintaining the technological equipments that
are required.

But this is the type of information that maybe
techniciansawould be more (inaudible) to be able to say
exactly what is the cost in energy, petroleum, that

that is costing the Castro government to maintain these

things.

INTERVIEWER: $100 mill .on?

MR. BONACHEA: I wouldn’t be surprised that it
costs him that much. You know, we 1ear that he has

many Russian-made helicopters, equipved with jammers,
that fly continuously, with the cost of fuel, trying to
look for the signal of TV Marti in order to jam the
signal.

INTERVIEWER: This comes as nc surprise to
you. There is some criticism in Washincton, and there
have been criticisms by some advisory boerds about the
amount of money that’s being spent on TV Marti. And
the question is, why spend millions and mi_lions of
dollars every year broadcasting a program t.:rat nobody

in Cuba can see?

(Interruption to the proceedings.)
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INTERVIEWER: Hold it just a second.

(A recess was taken.)

INTERVIEWER: Okay. Are we rolling?

A PARTICIPANT: Yeah, we’re on.

INTERVIEWER: Now, first of all, let me ask
you, how much money does it cost for the government to
fund Radio and TV Marti?

MR. BONACHEA: You are talking about $22
million per year, about $11 million for Radio, $11
million for Television Marti.

INTERVIEWER: Why spend $11 million
broadcasting TV Marti when nobody in Cuba, or virtually
no one in Cuba, can see it?

MR. BONACHEA: Let me say, first of all, that
Radio and Television Marti have had very strong sSupport
from the American public, the American people, from the
United States Congress, and from three consecutive
Presidents.

The support of Radio and Television Marti
within Congress, as you know, is a bipartisan support
from both the Democratic and the Republican parties,
and it has been a support that has been given to us
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each year by very large margins of supports in both the
House and the Senate.

Those of us who work in Radio and Television
Marti are grgteful for that type of support. We
believe that Radio and Television Marti are essential
to the promotion of freedom and democracy in Cuba.

I realize that, when we (inaudible) ourselves
with the gquestion that Television Marti does not reach

as large an audience as we would like for it to reach -

INTERVIEWER: But the critics say it doesn’t
each anybody.

MR. BONACHEA: Like I said, it’s a small
percentage that we feel that we are reaching, not large
enough. We continuously try to reach more people, to
fulfill our congressional mandate of delivering the
information to the people of Cuba.

But I always say that, through the 40 years
that the Communist Party in the Soviet Union and the
Eastern European countries oppressed the peoples of
those countries, the United States Congress, the
American public, and the Presidents of the United
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States had the great wisdom for supporting Voice of
America, Radio Free Europe, and Radio Liberty, in spite
of the jamming of those communist countries against
those three{ma?or networks.

Today we know, in the retrospect of history,
that Voice of America, Radio Free Europe, and Radio
Liberty played a very important role in promoting
freedom and democracy in all of those former communist
countries, even though the Soviets never gave up their
efforts at jamming their operations.

(Inaudible) faced with the same situation in
Cuba, when it comes to Television Marti. It may be
that Castro can be successful here and there and
jamming the signal, but the truth of the matter remains
that the people of Cuba are entitled to receive the
information, that the United Nations Charter of Human
Rights mandates that no government should prevent their
people from obtaining free, objective, and (inaudible)
information.

And, as we know, in light of the recent crises
that we have had with Castro, the Castro government,

that continues to be highly unpredictable, everything
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that we can do to deliver information to the people of
Cuba, even if it’s very small, is going to serve a
useful purpose to serve the national interest of the
United States of America.

INTERVIEWER: I would agree, Dr. Bonachea, I
would agree that the people of Cuba are entitled to the
information. But they can’t get the information,
because Castro is jamming the signal.

MR. BONACHEA: But I say to you, Voice of
America’s audience, in many of the services, reaches 7
Oor 8 percent. According to our studies, we reach about
3 to 4 percent. The difference, I think, between the
regular services of VOA in terms of audience and what
Television Marti does is, in my opinion, not that
~- not that great a difference.

And, mind you, I am not saying that -- I
continuously, with all of the people who work with
Television Marti, we are constantly trying to see how
we can reach a wider amount of people.

But I do believe that the important thing for
us to remember is that both Radio and Television Marti,
including Television Marti, we serve the cause of

Diversified Reporting Services, Inc.
1025 VERMONT AVENUE. N.W. SUITE 1250

WASHINGTON. D.C. 20005
(202) 296-2929




12

freedom and democracy by trying to deliver the
information to the people of Cuba.

And again, like in the former Soviet Union,
the American people, the President, and the United
States Congress did not give up their support of Voice
of America just because, at one point or another, the
dictators of those countries were being more or less
successful in jamming those signals.

INTERVIEWER: What would happen, what would
happen if the United States Congress shut off funding
for TV Marti?

MR. BONACHEA: Well, I believe that, you know,
like everything else, we live in a great democracy,
Television and Radio Marti, like many other issues of
importance, have been part of a continuing debate
inside the Congress, in the media, in other areas. The
debate continues, as you know.

But I would say that, if the funding for
Television Marti was taken away, I do believe that will
relieve Castro of a certain amount of pressure that we
exercise by trying to deliver that information to the
people of Cuba, and will give something to Castro
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while, on the other hand, it sort of would be like
rewarding Castro’'s efforts at trying to prevent the
Jeople of Cuba from receiving the information.,

INTERVIEWER: Propaganda victory?

MR. BONACHEA: It would be, to a certain
deg -ee, yes, a propaganda victory for Castro, though I
thin.: that that should not drive our argument, because
I rea ly think that, when you look at the operation of
Radio nd Television Marti, I am more concerned -- I am
less co..cerned about what Castro may or may not think
is a pro‘:aganda victory, and I am more concerned about
serving t.e national interests of the United States in
our cause f promoting freedom and democracy in the
island, and television, I think can play, will play as
important a  ole as Radio Marti.

INTE"VIEWER: You could make the argument that
Castro doesn’t even need to jam the signal of Radio
Marti because o. the problems, the technological
problems, with t.= blimps. We’re told that it’s
nonoperational.

A PARTICI 'ANT: You might want to re-ask that.
You said Radio Mart . You mean Television Marti.
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INTERVIEWER: Okay. I'm sorry. We’re told
that you could make the argument that Castro doesn’t
even need to -- you could make the argument that Castro
doesn' t even'have to jam the signal of TV Marti. wWe’re
told that the blimp is nonoperational about 45 percent
of the =zZime.

MR. BONACHEA: No, that is a false allegation
completels. The aerostat (phonetic) that was developed
by American scientists for this particular project is,
in my opin:on, a tribute to American science, American
technology. We have no doubt that the quality of the
signal that enters the coast of Cuba is an A-quality
type of telev:sion signal.

Now, .nce it gets inside, that’s where the
jammers are in, in order to block the signal. What is
true is that there is maybe about 15, 20 percent of
times that we are not able to complete the entire
broadcast because >f weather conditions. It has
nothing to do with zechnological reasons, but with
weather conditions.

As you know, in the part that the aerostat is
located at, the (inaudible) north of Key west, during

Diversified Reperting Services, Inc.
1025 VERMONT AVENUE, N.W. SUITE 1250

WASFINGTON. D.C. 20005
202) 296-2929




15

certain times of the year, there are heavy rains and,
therefore, we have to be very careful and, when we are
told that we should lower the aerostat to protect the
integrity of t?e aerostat, we, of course, immediately
do so.

INTERVIEWER: So it’s not out of commission 45
percent of the time?

MR. BONACHEA: No, absolutely not.

INTERVIEWER: What do your listenership
surveys for Radio Marti tell you?

MR. BONACHEA: That we are in an audience that

is around 70 percent. Sixty-five, 70 percent of the
people of Cuba tunes in regularly to Radio Marti. This
is -- this type of audience places Radio Marti as the

most successful service of international broadcasting
of the United States government.
But, in addition to that, it places Radio
Marti as the most listened to radio station inside
Cuba.
INTERVIEWER: More listened to than the radio
stations in Miami?
MR. BONACHEA: More listened to, in my
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opinion, than their own radio stations, like Radio
Travelte (phonetic) and Radio Congress (phonetic).

Let me say that, for whatever the reasons, the
Castro government does not make an effort, a sustained
effort, at jamming the radio broadcasts that come from
the city of Miami. They do make a great effort at
jamming the broadcasts of Radio Marti.

INTERVIEWER: How do you explain this Gallup
poll that was done -- and many people think it‘s the
most accurate survey of listenership in Cuba -- that
puts the audience for Radio Marti at about 16 percent
of the population?

MR. BONACHEA: No, I believe that that
(inaudible) poll was completely flawed, and the main
reason why it was flawed, as I am sure --

INTERVIEWER: Flawed?

MR. BONACHEA: Deeply flawed. -- the main
reason why it was flawed, in my opinion, as I am sure
the people who conducted the poll will acknowledge, is
that, within hours after they began to interview people
in Cuba as to what radio stations they were tuning in,
the Secret Police of Castro began to arrest the same
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people that the Gallup poll was interviewing.

In my opinion, that plays a complete
(inaudible), as you can imagine, as to the responses
that the Cuban.people were going to give to these
interviewers.

I do want to say that we of Radio Marti would
very much like to be able to bring into Cuba
professional, scientific polling organizations that
could receive all the guarantees necessary for them to
undertake that type of polling, but I assure you that
the Castro government will never allow that, because
the government knows that Radio Marti is the most
listened to radio station inside the island of Cuba.

INTERVIEWER: Even more popular than the
commercial stations from Miami?

MR. BONACHEA: Well, you know, I truly cannot
say. I would say that, yes, that we are more popular,
that we are more listened to. And, for whatever the
reason, like I have said, the Castro government tries
Lo continuously jam but, on the other hand, the jamming
of the radio station in Miami are not as sustained as
it is against Radio Marti.
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INTERVIEWER: You know Dr. Christian

(phonetic) (inaudible)?

MR. BONACHEA: Yes.

INTERVIEWER: Your former director of
audience research?

MR. BONACHEA: VYes.

INTERVIEWER: She said in -- she swore, in two
affidavits, that virtually no one listened to
Television Marti, that studies were conducted and that
virtually no one listened to TV Marti, and that the
audience for Radio Marti was falling off sharply. What
is your reaction to that?

MR. BONACHEA: Well, I believe that first of
all, the allegations are completely false. I think
that something like that would have to be placed in its
proper context. I have already provided to several of
the people who have been investigating the information
that is available to me as the acting director of the
Office of Cuba Broadcasting.

I think the main thing to keep always in mind
is that audience studies always have to be placed in
the context. If you have a declining audience, what
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may be the causes for the declining audience?

Is it poor programming? Well, in my opinion,
the programming of Radio Marti is excellent, which is
the reason why the Castro government continuously tries
to jam us. If the programming of Radio Marti was not
any good, Castro would not even have to bother because,
You know, in radio, all the listener has to do is to
tune us in or tune us out.

As a result, I believe that, when it comes to,
You know, people say, well, "The audience of Radio
Marti declines," well, yes, maybe it did; maybe it had
to do because of the electrical blackouts that the
people of Cuba are experiencing, the intense jamming in
certain months of the year. It could be related to
many different things.

One of our audience studies done by Dr.
Jeffers (phonetic) (inaudible), as I arrived to Radio
and Television Marti, indicated that the audience of
Radio Marti was about 95 percent inside the island of
Cuba.

Well, myself, even though I always distribute
whatever information is given to me, I did tell Dr.
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Jeffers that I did not believe that Radio Marti had an
audience of 95 percent, because I do not believe that
the BBC of London has an audience, a 95 percent
audience, in_London; so I found it difficult to believe
that Radio Marti has a 95 percent listenership.

But I say this also with the (inaudible) that
the important thing, in my opinion, was always to
enhance our methodology for these types of studies, so
that we who are involved in radio and television can
have a poll for the audience, because that is the best
way that we can compete with the radio stations inside
Cuba.

INTERVIEWER: Dr. Jeffers says, when she came
o you with the two reports, that you killed the
messenger, that you relieved her of her duties. True?

MR. BONACHEA: False.

INTERVIEWER: Not true?

MR. BONACHEA: Well, you have to place that in
the proper context. Dr. Jeffers and the Office of
Audience Research was transferred to the Office of
Audience Research at the United States Information
Agency. That transfer has absolutely nothing to do
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with whatever audience study Dr. Jeffers may have
produced.

In fact, I remember that when I and Director
Navarro (ingudible) discussed this particular issue,
one of the things that we discussed was, in the type of
operation that we run, if we say that the audience of
Television Marti or Radio Marti is X, there is always
going to be somebody who says, "No, it is not X, it is
B." And, if we say that it is B, they’re going to say
that it’s A.

So, what we thought that made sense was, well,
in large -- to a degree, the fact that Dr. Jeffers
produces those studies inside the operation, inside
Radio and TV Marti, that also opens up for critics to
say, "Yeah, but you‘re producing the audience research
inside the house."

So what we decided that would make sense was
to transfer Dr. Jeffers and the function of audience
research to the Office of Audience Research of the
United States Information Agency, completely
independent from Radio and Television Marti, so that
she and the people of USIA could undertake whatever
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audience research they did, and that at least it would
have the (inaudible) of being completely independent
from Radio and Television Marti. I think that that was
a good deci;ion.

INTERVIEWER: I don’t think that -- I don’t
think that Dr. Jeffers sees it that way. She says that
you told her personally -- she says this in a sworn
affidavit -- that you told her not to release the
reports and that you personally delayed the releasing
of the audience survey studies for two-and-a-half
years.

MR. BONACHEA: That is completely false
allegations. A lot of information that T have provided
the people who have been looking into those
allegations, I am convinced that, at the end, Radio and
Television Marti will be completely exonerated from
those false allegations.

I think that it is in the best interests of
Radio and Television Marti to know exactly what 1is the
type of audience that we have.

And, just as I have said that we acknowledge
that the audience of Radio Marti is fairly large, that
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the audience of Television Marti suffers from jamming
of the Castro dictatorship, I believe that it isg always
in the best interests of what we’re trying to do to
know accurately what is the audience.

And I am very pleased, by the way, by the work
that the Office of Audience Research of the USIA has
been doing.

INTERVIEWER: What about the Inspector
General’s Office of USIA, that’s been conducting an
investigation, for several years? Have they
interviewed you?

MR. BONACHEA: First of all, I’'m very glad
that the Congress decided to close down the Office of
Inspector General of the USIA and to transfer all of
the personnel to the Office of Inspector General at the
State Departﬁent.

INTERVIEWER: Why are you glad?

MR. BONACHEA: Because I believe that the
investigation that the inspector general of USIA was
conducting became politicized, was out of control.

And, when you have an office of an inspector
general out of control, that can be very threatening to
Diversified Reporting Services, Inc.
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the civil rights of many different employees,
considering that the inspector general operates in an
autonomous and an independent manner from the director
of the agency.

INTERVIEWER: You think it was politically
motivated?

MR. BONACHEA: I believe that, in fact, that
the investigation, in large measure, had become
politicized, and that’s why I was delighted when I
heard that the Office of Inspector General had been
closed down and that everyone had been mandated to

transfer immediately to the Office of the IG of the
State Department.
I have been --
INTERVIEWER: So you were happy that they
closed them down?
MR. BONACHEA: That'’s right. I was very
pleased to hear about (inaudible) --
INTERVIEWER: Did away with the office?
MR. BONACHEA: VYes. I was very pleased to
hear that the Congress had decided and that the
President had approved to close down that particular
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operation and place it under the jurisdiction of the IG
of the State Department.

I want to say (inaudible) that I have found
very profes;ional the people of the -- the employees,
the colleagues that work in the Office ~f Inspector
General at the State Department. They s=em to be top
professionals, very objective, and certainly I believe
people who are (inaudible) by (inaudible) .

INTERVIEWER: Let’s change tapes.

(Interruption to the proceedings, for a tape

change.)

INTERVIEWER: You said that you were glad to
see the Inspector General’'s Office eliminated. We
spoke yesterday with David (inaudible) . You know David

Burgess (phonetic)?

MR. BONACHEA: Yes.

INTERVIEWER: He said that the whole purpose
of Radio Marti is to try and counteract freedom of
speech, the lack of freedom of speech in Cuba and, yet,
there is almost no freedom of speech at Radio Marti.

Here you have a situation where an inspector
general conducts an investigation and the Inspector
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General’s Office that'’s conducting it is eliminated in
the budget. Some people say that’s just another
example of the political clout and the lengths that the
exile commuqity and Radio Marti will go to --

MR. BONACHEA: Please, let’s be fair. You
know, in Radio Marti and Television Marti, any employee
can express whatever opinions they would like to
express. And the fact of the matter is that, by
judging by the proliferation of opinions that the
employees express to the media continuously, it’s an
indication that we support whatever opinions they want
to express.

Obviously, the opinions that they express, in
the case of three or four employees, will have to be
substantiated. And, like I have said on different
occasions, depending on what the allegations are, if
the allegations happen to be true, I, for one, will
(inaudible). Well, if this allegation be true, then
let’s see what we have to do to correct it. But so
far, I have to see allegations that are true.

And, as far as them expressing personal
opinions, of course, they can express whatever opinions
Diversified Reporting Services, Inc.
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they want. And, as far as what you have said about the
(inaudible) in the Cuban-American community and lack of
freedom of expression, I think that that’s an unfair
characterizgtion of the Cuban-American community.

We have come to this country, since 1959,
because we are firm supporters of freedom of expression
and democracy, which is what Castro took away from all
Cubans in the island in 1959.

And I believe that the large majorities of
Cuban-Americans have those Principles very much
engraved in their hearts, because (inaudible) they
continue to do is precisely for freedom of expression,
and certainly, those of us who work in Radio and
Television Marti have had foremost in our mind, and we
Lry to be an example, by (inaudible) behaviors that we
have daily in our own operation.

INTERVIEWER: You say that everyone has
the -- that everyone is free to speak their mind. But
four of your research (inaudible) claim that their
positions were done away with after they criticized the
content and objectivity of some of the Radio Marti
broadcasts.
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MR. BONACHEA: And that’s a false allegation
again. This -- and this is very difficult, very
difficult, because when President Clinton was elected
in November:pf 1392, it was very clear to many of us
that the federal government was going to do a
considerable effort at downsizing.

By 1994, it was very clear that Vice President
Gore and President Clinton were mandating all of the
United States government to do whatever we could to
downsize the operation.

Let me indicate to you that, in terms of
downsizing, between November of 1992 and September of
1595, Radio and Television Marti reduced their budgets
by 33 percent. Since September, ‘95, we have reduced
it by an additional 9 percent, for a total of 44
percent in reductions in our budget.

When it comes to this particular group of
analysts, it’'s unfortunate that the appointee of
President Clinton, Richard Loeb (phonetic), when he
assessed the entire operation, and when he began to
develop his plan for downsizing, he concluded that the
analytical section was not essential to the operation
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of Radio and Television Marti.

And let me say that I, as his deputy, agreed
with Director Loeb at the time, and continue to agree,
that 1is not:essential. In fact, I believe that we are
wasting half of a million dollars per year of
taxpayers’ monies, as long as we do not proceed with
our downsizing of Radio and Television Marti.

INTERVIEWER: After reading -- excuse
me -- after reading the inspector general’s report and
reading some of these studies that have been done, it
seems like the people that always get eliminated in
bureaucratic economies, or downsized, are people who
tend to be critical of Television and Radio Marti and
of Jorge Mas Canosa.

MR. BONACHEA: That’s a false allegation,
absolutely. Let me say that Mr. Mas Canosa received
the same treatment in Radio and Television Marti as any
other person that is generating news in Radiq and
Television Marti.

The administration of Radio and Television
Marti acts as a firewall concerning our job duties and
(inaudible), so that they can do their job, apply their
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own journalistic criteria, using the most high
standards of journalism, and provide coverage to
whoever is generating news. That can be Mr. Mas
Canosa, it can be Carlo Alberto Montaner (phonetic),
Gutierrez Minoyu (phonetic).

The entire spectrum, from left to right, as
long as they are generating news, they are going to
receive coverage from our journalists.

INTERVIEWER: Where does this perception come
from, that TV Marti and Radio Marti are very vindictive
when people come out and express opinions that are
contrary to some of the people running it? Where does
that perception come from?

MR. BONACHEA: You know, some of these people
are ideological enemies of Mr. Mas Canosa, (inaudible)
ideological enemies of Gutierrez Minoyu. So that when
(inaudible) are talking on the vast spectrum of ethnic
positions and political factions, one group or another,
outside or inside of Radio Marti and Television Marti,
may use one particular argument or another against a
particular individual that has problems.

I think that I have said that (inaudible) of
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what I hae to deal with as the director of Radio
Marti. Bu., to me, the important thing is that the
journalists are protected, that they continue to do the
work, to serfice the people of Cuba, following the
highest stand.rds of Voice of America.

INTER'IEWER: You talked about a half a
million dollars that you would like to cut from the
budget. You tal. ed about all the economies that have
been made. How mich is it going to cost to move Radio
and Television Mar-i to Miami?

MR. BONACHZA: Yes. Let me say first that the
"reinventing" plan tiat Director Loeb, the appointee of
President Clinton, th= plan that he developed involved
the downsizing of about 3$4 million, involved about 20
different employees. -t was the beginning of the
downsizing because, as ..e anticipated, these first 20
were going to be followe i by even more reductions and
more cuts in personnel.

And, out of those $4 million, about half of a
million dollars had to do with the analytical
(inaudible) that I mentioned.

Now, when it comes t> the relocation of Radio
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and Television Marti to southern Florida, we estimate,
or the GSA, who did the study, the General Services
Administration, estimated that there will be
expenditures oﬁ about $7-1/2 million for relocating and
that they also projected that there would be savings
around $4-1/2 million per year, annually.

So we do believe that the relocation of the
operation to southern Florida will result again in
substantial savings to the American taxpayers, and I
think that that, in our judgment, would be a good
thing, as we continue to downsize and try to tighten
our belt as much as possible.

INTERVIEWER: So you’‘re saying the move is
-- you’re saying the move is being made because of
budgetary consideration? 1It’'s cheaper to operate out
of Miami than out of Washington?

MR. BONACHEA: Yes, (inaudible) that it will
be cheaper operating from southern Florida than from
Washington.

And I think the budget consideration, vyes,
certainly was a factor, because whenever we can move in
the direction of saving, like in this case we project
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around $4-1/2 million annually on taxpayers‘
contributions, I do believe that we have the obligation
to do everything that we can to make true those budget

reductions.

But I also believe that there will be.
pProgrammatic benefits to being -- to having the entire
operation located in southern Florida. Southern
Florida, without doubt, contains probably the largest
(inaudible) of human resources concerning Cuba anywhere
in the United States, and we hope to be able to utilize
that type of (inaudible).

We have many universities in this area that
specialize in the Cuban situation, and we might be
calling upon some of those, especially every now and
then, to participate in our programming.

And, in addition to that, and maybe most
important, as far as benefitting the programming of
Radio and Television Marti, there is a constant flow of
(inaudible) from (inaudible) that travel to Cuba, that
come through Miami, that provide those new insights and
new vision, new information to our journalists, as well
as the daily access to recent arrivals from Cuba.
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I think that all of that will be important to
Radio and Television Marti since, as you know, we are
(inaudible) broadcasting. We are supposed to be
immersed in{what is going on in Cuba, so that we can
provide the people of Cuba not only information about
the outside, but also information about inside Cuba
that is denied to them by the Castro government.

INTERVIEWER: You know, the perception is that
-- the perception is that it’s being done to -- the
perception is it’s being done as a political favor to
the Cuban exile community, and that Radio Marti, David
Burke (phonetic) told us the other day that -- David
Burke told us the other day that this is a case where
you’ve got local, very powerful, being the Cuban exile
community, which has sort of hijacked a public,
government institution for its own purposes.

How do you respond to that?

MR. BONACHEA: That is totally false. Radio
and Television Marti abides by the highest standards of
Voice of America.

And, like I always say, have you listen to
Radio Marti lately? Have you tuned Radio Marti, so
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then you can make your own independent judgment about
the high standards of journalism that our journalists
produce about the diversity of opinion, about the great
amount of obje;tive, balanced, and comprehensive
information that we provide to the people of Cuba.

If you tune Radio Marti, I am sure that you
will come out impressed by the quality of our
broadcasts and by the dedication and the professional
integrity of all of our writers and all of our
journalists.

Has Radio Marti been hijacked by the Cuban
group? That'’s absolutely nonsense. All of us who work
for Radio and Television Marti work for the United
States government, and we feel greatly honored to be
able to work for the federal government.

As federal employees, whether it’s a writer, a
journalist, or the director of the operation, we have
the obligation to see that the regulations are
implemented and that all of the journalistic standards
of Voice of America are followed to the letter. And,
as I sit here today, I am completely satisfied that
that is the case.
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Has the decision to relocate Radio and
Television Marti to southern Florida, has that decision
been done for political consideration? I personally do
not believe:;hat.

The considerations for relocating Radio and
Television Marti to southern Florida began five-
and-a-half years ago under the administration of
President Bush. At that time, there was discussion
into it. We began to generate studies to determine
whether it would be good, whether it could be feasible
to relocate Television and Radio Marti to southern
Florida.

Already, under the Administration of Bush, I
think that the consensus was that, yes, it was going to
be beneficial to both the operation over here and, over
the past three-and-a-half years, I think that that
consensus has increased substantially, which is the
reason why I think that, finally, the Congress and the
President approved the move of this operation to
southern Florida.

INTERVIEWER: There have been people -- I
mean, there are leaders in the exile community who
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think it’s a bad decision, who say that -- and some of
them, former political prisoners -- who say, "Look,
you’'re going to destroy the credibility of Radio Marti
if you move :it to Miami and it is perceived in Havana
and the rest of the island as being a mouthpiece for
the exile community (inaudible)."

MR. BONACHEA: Let me say that keep in mind
that Radio Free Europe and Radio Liberty broadcast for
many, many years from Munich, Germany. Radio Free
Europe and Radio Liberty also became the subject of
similar accusations: "If you locate the operation
there, the ethnic European groups are going to come and
take over the radio station. You should not do it."

(Inaudible) Radio Free Europe and Radio
Liberty, as it was expected, had to abide by the
regulations, by the editorial guidelines that
(inaudible) .

The same applies to Radio and Television
Marti. Whether we’re in Washington, D.C. or Union
City, New Jersey, or Miami, Florida, we will continue
"0 abide, as we always have, by high journalistic
s 'andards established by Voice of America and by the
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Office of (inaudible) Broadcasting, and I have no doubt
that the journalists of Radio and Television Marti will
continue to do their work here with the same
journalistiq integrity as they always have done
(inaudible) .

INTERVIEWER: But why would these former
political prisoners say that it’s going to destroy the
credibility of Radio Marti if You move it to Miami?
They’re certainly not Pro-Castro. They spent decades
in his jails.

MR. BONACHEA: Absolutely. And certainly, in
the democratic process, we all have our own differing
opinions. We have our own vision. I myself have
discussed the pros and the cons of the relocation with
many of these.

I do not know whether we have spoken to the
same people. But I have spoken to some, not many, but
some who, in fact, have raised some honest, legitimate
questions concerning the relocation.

But I think that those concerns have been
substantially deminished, as I have explained to them,
and they participate over here continuously in Radio
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and Television Marti, the fact that, regardless of
whether Radio and Television Marti would continue to
implement the editorial guidelines, like we always
have.

INTERVIEWER: Well, some people would say that
you haven’t always. And there are -- and I’'m sure you
are aware of some of the statements that have come out,
some of the sworn statements that have been made.

MR. BONACHEA: I still have to see one of
those allegations that I can agree that they are true
because, as far as I'm concerned, all of those type of
allegations about broadcasts that may not have followed
high journalistic standards, the ones I have seen, I
have had to provide information that would show that
those allegations are completely false.

Mind you, this is not to say that we who
broadcast 24 hours a day, Monday through Sunday, do not
make mistakes every now and then. 60 Minutes makes
mistakes. So do we.

INTERVIEWER: Oh, we never make mistakes.

MR. BONACHEA: Well, I would like to say
sometimes that, but I have to admit that we make
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mistakes and, when we do, we try then to correct them.

INTERVIEWER: I want to ask you about Jorge
Mas Canosa. How much influence does Jorge Mas Canosa
have with Radiq Marti and TV Marti?

MR. BONACHEA: I would prefer that you would
not ask me about Mr. Mas Canosa but, since you have
asked me, let me say that the influence that Mas Canosa
exercises in Radio and Television Marti is zero -- none
-- in terms of our daily operations, in terms of our
editorial lines, in terms of what we put on the news or
what we don’t put on the news.

I have always told the administrators and the
journalistic in the Department of News and Programs
that what we expect from them is to apply, across-the-
board, to everybody, the editorial guidelines, the
criteria as to who is generating news, who is not
generating news.

If you are, regardless or whether a Mas
Canosa, Montaner (phonetic), Ricardo Ofin (phonetic),
who is another prominent Cuban American, you will
receive coverage. Other than that, I can assure you
that Mr. Mas Canosa is treated by our people in Radio
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and Television Marti like they treat everybody else.

To that, let me also add that, whatever you
could say that would come under the (inaudible) of
recommendatipng, that has to come through the
Presidential Advisory Board and, of course, the
Presidential Advisory Board that Mr. Mas Canosa chairs,
they meet several times a year. They record their
deliberations and they put in writing whatever
recommendations they make to Radio and TV Marti.

Once we receive the recommendations, we
channel them to Voice of America and to the United
States Information Agency and, after discussion of
those recommendations, if we decide that they are good,
they are implemented and, if we decide that they are
not appropriate, then they are not implemented.

And let me add, in that regard, that the
service that the members of the Presidential Advisory
Board for (inaudible) Broadcasting, the service that
they have given Radio and Television Marti has been
important and it is well appreciated by all of us who
work in Radio and TV Marti.

INTERVIEWER: So you’re saying he has zero
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influence?

MR. BONACHEA: Yes, absolutely.

INTERVIEWER: That’s not what Bruce Sherman
(phonetic) sgid, your former deputy director.

MR. BONACHEA: Mr. Sherman is possibly an
ideological enemy of Mr. Mas Canosa --

INTERVIEWER: He says that Jorge Mas Canosa

used to call and complain about the programs, want to
put more conservative commentators on.

MR. BONACHEA: (Inaudible) .

INTERVIEWER: Exercised veto power over --

MR. BONACHEA: False allegation.

INTERVIEWER: -- certain employees being
hired.

MR. BONACHEA: Absolutely false allegations.
And let me say that I have provided whatever
appropriate information I needed to provide to the
appropriate persons in the federal government. That is
completely untrue.

INTERVIEWER: I want to tell you -- I want to
just run Mr. Sherman’s sworn CLestimony by you on the
hiring of a news director.
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He says, a few years back, you rejected a
couple of gualified candidates and said that you -- you
said that you had to run all of the candidates past
Miami --

MR. BONACHEA: (Inaudible) .

INTERVIEWER: -- the people in Miami.

MR. BONACHEA: Totally false. That's a lie.

INTERVIEWER: You never said that?

MR. BONACHEA: Absolutely not. Whatever we do
in terms of hiring at Radio and Television Marti is
handled by the Office of Personnel and following
federal regulations. That is absolutely untrue.

INTERVIEWER: He said that Miami threw out a
couple of the best candidates.

MR. BONACHEA: That is absolutely false.

INTERVIEWER: He said the exile community in
Miami threw out a couple of the best candidates and
recommended that, instead, someone be hired who didn’t
even speak English.

MR. BONACHEA: Well, first, I do not know who
are the candidates that he ié talking about (inaudible)
I do believe that several people applied for the
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pPosition when it was appropriately advertised and
(inaudible) announced. But, at the end, you let the
chips fall where they may.

Regardless of who the candidates are, they are
measured against the qualifications, the criteria for
hiring, and that’s the way that we have operated at all
times in Radio and Television Marti.

INTERVIEWER: Why did you --

MR. BONACHEA: Now, when it comes to the
director of (inaﬁdible) that doesn’t speak English, who
allegedly doesn’t speak English, let me say that that
was one of the conclusions of the inspector general of
USIA though, on the other hand, no one ever came to
talk to that person to determine whether he spoke
English or didn‘'t speak English, or how fluent he was
in the language.

That indicates, to me at least, the accuracy
by which those type of investigations were being
conducted. To reach a conclusion that you do not speak
Spanish but, on the other hand, I never come to ask you
whether you speak Spanish is not a very fair type of

approach.
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INTERVIEWER: I believe there was testimony
about somebody having to help this gentleman £ill out
his application and answer questions, because he didn‘t
speak English, during the interviewing process.

MR. BONACHEA: Well, I don’t know. I don't
recollect that.

INTERVIEWER: And the job says -- I mean, I
think it stipulates in the description for the job that
the person has to speak English.

MR. BONACHEA: Well, there was a -- there is
also this under scrutiny right now because, according
to the person, the director of news, the application
that he was given required only Spanish fluency.

Obviously, when you have an operation, as we
do, in which everything is 100 percent Spanish, I, too,
believe that what we’re looking for is someone that is
totally and completely fluent in the Spanish language.
So, 1f you were to ask this gentleman, he would tell
you, well, at no time he was told that English was
required for the position.

And, in fact, let me also say, to be very fair
to this gentleman, who is a very distinguished Cuban-
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interviewed by different people, he never hid the fact

that he was not completely fluent in the English
language. That was never hidden from anybody,
including the director of the Office of Cuba
Broadcasting, the Office of Personnel, or no one else.

But the truth remains that, at the time when
the decision was made, he was the best qualified
candidate for the job, and that was what drove that
particular decision.

INTERVIEWER: Even though he couldn't speak
English?

MR. BONACHEA: Absolutely. In terms of the

actual broadcast, you know, we need someone who is 100

percent fluent in the Spanish language.

Now, like I did discuss on one occasion with
the director of Voice of America, I did indicate to
him, "I want you to be aware that this man is not
completely fluent in the English language so that, if
You are expecting him to participate in executive
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conversations on a daily basis," I said, "he will have
a difficult time right now."

At the end, the director, along with the other
administrato;s, decided that he was the best qualified
and the best candidate that Radio Marti could have for
that position.

So, when there is some type of attempt at
trying to say that someone was blindsided, that’s
absolutely false. Everyone knew about the credentials
of this man and, at the time, he was best qualified
candidate for the position.

INTERVIEWER: How often do yYyou see Mr. Mas
Canosa?

MR. BONACHEA: I see him about, I would say,
maybe six, seven times a vyear.

INTERVIEWER: That’s all?

MR. BONACHEA: Whenever we have Presidential
Advisory Board meetings, I meet him here. Maybe on
occasion, when I happen to have come to work here, I
have visited with him. And, since you have not asked,
but I tell you, I speak to him on the phone maybe at
the (inaudible) about once every two months.
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INTERVIEWER: Once every two months, that’'s

allz

MR. BONACHEA: He is very difficult to get
hold of, because he is a very busy man. But then there
are times at wﬁich I feel that the chairman of the
Presidential Advisory Board needs to have some
information. So, he isg difficult to get hold of.
That’'s a problen, you know.

INTERVIEWER: You don’t clear your decisions
with him, personnel decisions?

MR. BONACHEA: Never, absolutely never.

INTERVIEWER: Does he call to give you advice,
call to complain about the programs?

MR. BONACHEA: (Inaudible) in a way, but, you
know, maybe a couple of disagreements over the last
seven years.

But, certainly, the Statements that he has
made in the news, that my editor felt that some of his
statements were a little bit oo strong, that needed to
be edited out of the program before it was broadcast,

as usual, no one likes to be edited.

I would say on both of these occasions, I felt
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that the journalists in the newsroom were right. They
wWeére supported. Mr. Mas Canosa was edited.

But, to be fair to 4r. Mas Canosa, we have to
edit, as you can imagine, man/, many other prominent
Cuban-American (inaudible) anc others who, at times,
make statements that, in our opinion, do not comply by
the editorial guidelines.

And, when that happens, I have never hesitated
in informing the position in the News Department. 1In
fact, I can assure Yyou that there i:as not been even one
Ooccasion in which --

INTERVIEWER: Okay.

(End of Tape 1, Side A.)

MR. BONACHEA: -- about the influence of one
person or another concerning news, I categorically say
that, not even in one instance, has the position of the
News Department been overruled. They always have done
their job to the best of their abilities, and the
Support of the administration of Radio and Television
Marti.

INTERVIEWER: There have been -- there are
employees in your own Research Department which have
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said there have been errors and mistakes and
violations, that say that there have been violations of
the rules of broadcast, that misinformation has been
broadcast, ;hings have been broadcast that are in
direct contradiction of U.S. policy. Has that ever
happened?

MR. BONACHEA: Those are false. That
particular group of employees, three or four of them,
are very politicized employees. I still have to see
one of those allegations that I can accept that it is
true. They are completely false.

And the truth of the matter is that, when the
Office of Cuba Broadcasting has looked into the
allegations, and I have looked into those allegations,
I have concluded that they were false. When the Bureau
of Broadcasting and Voice of America have looked into
the same allegations, they have concluded that they
were false.

And, most recently, when the United States
Government General Accounting Office completed their
own investigation, they have also concluded that they
were false and that these allegations simply keep
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coming back again and again and again but that, in
fact, they lack substance.

INTERVIEWER: There was some question -- my
understanding is that, when certain people went back
into the files to look for the broadcasts in question,
to see if they violated U.S. policy, that were told
that the tapes in question had been damaged
T- accurate? -- that they were some broadcasts that
there were not tape recordings available. Does that
ring a bell?

MR. BONACHEA: Like in the case of all of
these, some of these allegations, the people who put
the allegation there always gives it a spin, to try to
damage the credibility of Radio Marti.

The truth of the matter is that there was one
instance in which there was a request for a particular
three-minute broadcast that Radio Marti had given,
concerning migration quotas, and the first report that
came to my attention and the attention of Director
Loeb, who was President Clinton'’s appointee, was that
those three minutes, two-and-a-half minutes which
seemed to be missing from the (inaudible) the
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computers.

Well, we immediately ordered for some of our
key administrators to look into it. I personally gave
orders that:; wanted to know exactly what had happened.

I wanted to make sure that we were in control
of the tapes because, to me, it has always been very
important that we keep intact all of the computer tapes
and all of the archives so that, whenever someone has a
question, that they can come and get the information
and (inaudible) that I can be able to respond to what
always turns out to be false allegations.

As it developed, the tapes were sent to the
corporation that manufactures these tapes and, with the
help of them, we were ab;e Lo extract exactly all of
that information in those two-and-a-half minutes, so
that we then had the complete record.

Well, it turned out that, in that two-
and-a-half minutes, again, 1t was a false allegation,
because nothing had been broadcast that these people
were (inaudible) there had been in those two-and-a-half

minutes.

So we were pleased to, first of all, to be
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able to refuse the false allegation. But then,
secondly, the gquestion became, well, how did that
happen?

And the report that I received was that the
Department of Technical Operations and (inaudible), in
an effort at reducing costs, had begun to buy a cheaper
quality of tapes for those computers, and that
(inaudible) that missing gap. Since there was a
possibility that that would occur again, we then have
come back to the tapes that we had always utilized.

But the point that I want to emphasize here is
that the critics say, "Well, in those two-and-a-half
minutes, they have broadcast the following." Well, the
following was not broadcast, it was again another false
allegation.

INTERVIEWER: Did TV Marti ever air a report
in which Jorge Mas Canosa made the statement urging the
people of Cuba to prevent Fidel Castro from returning
to the island from an international conference?

MR. BONACHEA: I do not recollect, you know, I
do not recollect right now whether such a statement was
made.
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INTERVIEWER: Would that be a violation of
U.8. policy?

MR. BONACHEA: I would have said that, in
terms of a C;naudible) judgment, I would have ruled
against it. Probably, I would have ruled against any
statement (inaudible) --

INTERVIEWER: Against using it?

MR. BONACHEA: (Inaudible) .

INTERVIEWER: So you think it was a violation
of policy?

MR. BONACHEA: It may have been, if that was
the case, but one would have to determine what was the
context, how that statement, if it was said, how it was
said.

INTERVIEWER: Do you have any knowledge or any
recollection that maybe Mr. Mas Canosa might have
broadcast such a statement on Radio Marti?

MR. BONACHEA: No, I do not recollect.

INTERVIEWER: But, if he did, that would be a
violation of U.S. policy?

MR. BONACHEA: Well, it would have been
something that I would have discussed, yes.
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A PARTICIPANT: TV Marti.

INTERVIEWER: Oh, I'm sorry, TV Marti.

MR. BONACHEA: TV Marti.

A PARTICIPANT: Sir, there’s one little wisp
of Ftair falling on your forehead (inaudible) .

INTERVIEWER: You’ve got it. You've got it.
Thank you.

A PARTICIPANT: Re-ask, please.

INTERVIEWER: Re-ask what?

A PARTICIPANT: Whether he broadcast that on
TV Marti. You said Radio Marti.

I.'TERVIEWER: Okay. Do you have any -- do you
have any re:ollection as to whether Mr. Mas Canosa made
such a broad:zast on Television Marti?

MR. 30ONACHEA: I do not recollect now whether
that statement was made.

INTERVIEWER: Okay.

A PARTZCIPANT: Fine.

INTERVIZWER: That’s just about it, but hold
on one second. I want to re-ask one question.

In a sworn affidavit, Bruce Sherman said that

r

after turning down 1 couple of very qualified
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candidates for news directors in Miami, you told him
that they had been rejected by the people in Miami, who
didn’t like them.

MR . BQNACHEA: That is absolutely false. I do
not know who are the people that Bruce Sherman is
talking about. Certainly, at the time that those
positions were announced, like always, there were many
different people who applied to the position.

I may or I may not have interviewed the people
that he’s talking about. I did interview several
people. I was trying to develop as large of a pool of
applicants as we possibly could for the position.

What I can assure you is, at the end, when it
comes to hiring, we follow the rules of the Personnel
Department, and the position goes always -- and I want
to emphasize that -- the position goes always to the
best-qualified candidate that we have available for us.

We do not allow anyone -- from the outside or
the inside or the Congress or the Administration -- to
influence decisions as to who come to work in Radio and
Television Marti. We simply follow the regulations of

the Office of Personnel and the best-qualified
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candidate is the person that (inaudible).

INTERVIEWER: There’s certainly a big stack of
affidavits and sworn statements and reports filled out
by people who think otherwise, who have worked here.

MR. BONACHEA: Yes. And I think I can tell
you that I have seen a stack of allegations this thick
that I have reviewed, that the Office of -- the General
Accounting Office or the Congress have reviewed, and
that they have found absolutely no substance to those
allegations.

I have seen stacks of allegations against
Radio Marti that have been sent to the director of
Voice of America, to the director of the Bureau of
Broadcasting of USIA, and they have concluded that
there is no substance to the allegations.

I have no doubt that, as some of these
inquiries come to an end that, once again, the truth
will prevail and that those allegations will be seen
for what they are -- totally and completely false
allegations.

INTERVIEWER: Congressman Skaggs of Colorado
-- you’'re familiar with him?
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MR. BONACHEA: I have heard of thenmn.

INTERVIEWER: -- has managed to get $11
million cut from the appropriations bell for Television
Marti. You”ve heard about that?

MR. BONACHEA: Yes.

INTERVIEWER: What is your reaction to it?

MR. BONACHEA: Well, first, that this is, as
you know, the first step of a long process of debate
within the United States Congress. We all take part in
that debate. And I can appreciate that, among honest
people, there has to be always room for difference, for
differing opinions.

So, in that sense, the debate will continue
over the next several months, until the United States
Congress makes a decision, again, in their wisdom, as
to whether they believe that Television Marti should be
supported or not be supported.

I believe that, at the end, it becomes a
matter of which -- Congressman Skaggs obviously has his
own vision. The Congress, in its totality, the
Administration, obviously have their own vision of what
constitutes a worthwhile project for the United States
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government .

And I still sincerely believe that, even
though we are having an expenditure of $11 million a
year for a ;elgvision broadcast that we continuously
struggle to take to the people of Cuba, I believe, like
the Congress has believed and like different
Administrations have believed, that it is a worthwhile
project, that it is information that is being denied to
the people of Cuba.

And, as we persevere and try to deliver that
information that Radio and Television Marti tries to
take to the people of Cuba, I am convinced, I know that
someday the people of Cuba will tell the people of the
United States, "Thank you, thank you for the support
that you gave Radio and Television Marti in spite of
the critics, in spite of the false allegations. Thank
you for the support that you gave them because, by
giving the support that you gave, Radio and Television
Marti was the window to the world that the people of
Cuba have had for the last 11 years, now."

INTERVIEWER: You think that there are going

to be people -- you honestly think that, when -- if and
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when Mr. Castro finally falls -- that there are going
to be people who say, "It was all because of TV Martin?

MR. BONACHEA: No, I think that they will say,
"We are very grateful to the American people for having
supported Radio and Television Marti because it was
through them that we knew about the (inaudible) human
rights activities against Cuba (inaudible) Cuba; it was
through Radio and Television Marti that we knew the
independent journalists were being incarcerated" -- and
that are being incarcerated right now as you and I
speak and as Radio Marti broadcasts the violation of
human rights of those people.

They are also going to say to the American
people, "Thank you for letting us know about the
humanitarian missions of the United States government
in Bosnia Herzegovena, about the mission to Haiti, and
about the many missions of multilateral diplomacy that
you undertook throughout all of those years," because,
obviously, what they hear from Cuban radio, the radio
controlled by Castro, is a totally complete version
than what is the truth of what America is all about and
what America is trying to do to help other peoples
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around the world.

INTERVIEWER: Where do you get your figures?
I mean, you say that 75 percent of the -- Radio Marti
reaches 75 percent of the Cuban population, that 3
percent of the population sees TV Marti. Where do you
get those figures?

MR. BONACHEA: About 70 percent for Radio
Marti, maybe 3 to 4 in TV Marti.

And what we do -- and we acknowledge that this
is not the -- it has its own limitations -- is that we
continuously have been interviewing Cubans who arrive
continuously from the island, so we interview them
about their listening patterns of radio broadcast:
"Have you tuned Radio Marti" or "Who was your favorite
radio station" or, "If you have turned Radio Marti,
what are the programs that yYyou were tuning the most,"
and "How many times a day" or "How many times a week do
you tune us in?"

So, as a result of this consistent type of
audience research, we conclude that we have fairly
large audience for Radio Marti and a very, very small
audience for Television Marti.
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But, as I have said, we always would like for
the Castro government to let us in to, as the Cuban
Democracy Act of Radio Marti and Television Marti, to
have a newsibureau inside Cuba, right in Havana,
providing information to the people of Cuba. As you
know, Castro is completely opposed to allowing us to
come to the island.

But, at the same time, I think it would be
very, very good if Castro will allow reputable and
respectable polling organizations to come into Cuba
and, of course, to provide to them the guarantees that
they can conduct an unfettered and completely free type
of audience research.

I believe that, if they are allowed to do
that, the conclusion wili be that Radio Marti is the
number one radio station inside Cuba. The people of
Cuba are well served by our brocadcasts.

INTERVIEWER: You say that 3 to 4 percent
watch TV Marti?

MR. BONACHEA: Yes.

INTERVIEWER: Three to 4 percent of the
population?
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MR. BONACHEA: I would say ves, as a whole,

and sporadically because, like I have said, sometimes
we go through a certain part of the coast and we know
that they are seeing the signal fairly clear but, as
soon as the helicopters are mobilized, then the jamming
comes back (inaudible).

INTERVIEWER: What hours does it broadcast?

MR. BONACHEA: It broadcasts between 3:00 to
8:30 in the morning, and we continuously assess what
other hours we might be able to expand our broadcasts.

INTERVIEWER: So you’'re reaching 3 to 4
percent of the Cuban audience between 3:00 in the
morning and 8 O’clock in the morning, in spite of the
signals being jammed?

MR. BONACHEA: Yes, that’s what I would
predict.

And bear in mind, though, when it comes to
Cuba society, a highly totalitarian society who has
deprived its people of information for a period of 37
years, the people of Cuba, like the people of the
former Soviet Union and other Eastern European
countries hunger for information. They want

Diversified Reporting Services, Inc.
1025 VERMONT AVENUE, N.W. SUITE 1250

WASHINGTON. D.C. 20005
(202) 296-2929




64

information.

And the only source of objective, balanced,
and comprehensive information that they have is Radio
and Televisipn.Marti.

So you ask me, are they willing to get up at 3
O’clock in the morning? And my answer is
categorically, yes, they get up at 3 O’clock in the
morning and so would you and so would I.

INTERVIEWER: Sit there with their television
set?

MR. BONACHEA: They will --

INTERVIEWER: -- watching the snow, waiting
for the signal to be jammed>?

MR. BONACHEA: (Inaudible) that we interview
them consistently and, even three years after the
initiation of the project of TV Marti, they still try
Lo tune in to the image of Television Marti.

Mind you that the people of Cuba have never
seen on television the landing of the Americans on the
Moon. The Cuba people have never been allowed to see
on television the collapse of the former Soviet Union,
of the former Eastern European communist countries, the
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massacre in Tienanmen Sqguare.

Castro knows that the moment that we are able
to break through that jamming, the people of Cuba will
be able to see what Radio Marti tells them through
radio that has happened in the world.

And that is why I am saying that someday the
people of Cuba will tell the people of the United
States, "Thank you for the support that you gave us,
because it was throﬁgh that effort that we kept our
hope, our beacon of hope that someday Cuba was going to
be free and democratic and that, first and foremost,
the American people, like they always have been,
generous as they are, have been supportive of a project
that is the only beacon of hope that the people of Cuba

have . "

INTERVIEWER: What is the most recent surveys
that you have?
A PARTICIPANT: (Inaudible) we don’t need that
(inaudible) .
A PARTICIPANT: We don’‘t need that on tape.
INTERVIEWER: Right. I just want to ask, is
there anything that we need -- we should ask you, do
Diversified Reporting Services, Inc.
1025 VERMONT AVENUE. N.W. SUITE 1250

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005
(202) 296-2929




66

You believe, that we haven’'t asked You or, Joe, ig
there anything that You think that we need to bring out
Or anything you would like to say?

MR{ BONACHEA : (Inaudible), anything?

A PARTICIPANT: Your call.

A PARTICIPANT: T think you Covered the
waterfront pretty well.

A PARTICIPANT: 1T think he covered it pretty

well.

MR. BONACHEA: T think we covered it Pretty
good.

A PARTICIPANT: I think that’'s it.

A PARTICIPANT: Okay. I'm fine.

(Simultaneous conversation.)

A PARTICIPANT: Just two shots.

(Simultaneous conversation.)

A PARTICIPANT: You talking, Steve, Dr.
Bonachea listening. I want a push and a pull
(inaudible) .

(Simultaneous conversation.)

(The interview was concluded.)

* ok ok ok %
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