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U.S. Sends Hurricane Relief to Cuba
November 2, 1996 — The Clinton Administration waived the 
current ban on direct charter flights to Cuba to allow one 
plane load of post-Hurricane Lili aid. Catholic Relief 
Services, a charitable organization based in Baltimore, 
Maryland applied to the U.S. Treasury Department for 
permission to send at least one flight fiill of donated aid. The 
single approved flight, which flew to Havana on October 27 
amidst tight security, carried approximately 32 tons of 
material aid, including food, clothing, medicine, water 
purification tablets, blankets, and roofing material, among 
other items. Caritas, the Catholic Church’s charity, 
distributed the aid in Cuba.

Once the President approved the emergency aid flight, 
the State Department immediately began receiving inquiries 
about when regular scheduled charter flights would begin 
again, a State official at the Office of Cuban Affairs said. 
The official explained that the executive branch only allowed 
the sole flight and did not plan resumption of regular service 
anytime soon.

Intensely emotional debate over whether or not to send 
material relief to hurricane victims in Cuba sharply divided 
the Miami Cuban-American community. Local Miami radio 
stations provided die main forum for the often heated debate. 
WCMQ (1210 AM) urged listeners to withhold donations and 
alleged that President Castro exaggerated reports of damage 
with the goal of receiving aid. WQBA (1140 AM), in league 
with the Archdiocese of Miami, encouraged listeners to 
support the relief effort and to cast aside political differences 
in the face of natural calamity. The news of the approved 
charter flight to transport the aid provoked several 
anonymous bomb threats aimed at Catholic charities and the 
relief flight.

Cuba warned that it would not accept donations with

epithets written on them. And indeed, after making an 
inventory of aid received from the U.S., the Communist 
Party newspaper Gramm stated that Cuba intended to return 
to Caritas some seven tons of aid defiled with “provocative 
and counter-revolutionary slogans."

Cuba appealed to the United Nations (UN) for 
humanitarian aid in the wake of the disaster, and the UN has 
collected about $2 ntillion worth of food and medicine; the 
International Red Cross donated most of the UN aid. Caritas 
made an international plea for assistance. Mexico was the 
first country to send relief with two plane loads of food and 
roofing materials. Spain promised aid worth $200,000; 
Canada has sent plane loads of material aid, and Japan 
offered relief goods valued at 11.56 million yen. The 
Vatican’s representative visiting Havana last week also 
contributed financial aid to relief efforts. ( CubalNFO; Reuters, 
11/2/96; News from Cuba, CUBINT, 10/30/96, No. 201; Reuters, 
10/30/96; Kyodo News Service, 10/26/96; Austin-American Statesman, 
10/24/96, p. A2; BR, 10/24/96, p.A5; Daily News, 10/24/96, p.31; Dallas 
Morning News, 10/24/96, p.7A;FT, 10/24/96, p.4; Reuters, 10/24/96; 
AFP, 10/23/96; State Department Press Release, 10/22/96; MH, 10/20/96)

International Outcry 
Against Helms-Burton Continues

October 30, 1996 — Every which way the U.S. Special 
Envoy on Cuba, Stuart Eizenstat, moves in his nussion to 
convince U.S. allies to support Helms-Burton, he meets 
furious resistance. Eizenstat’s latest assignment took him to 
Paris, Amsterdam, Rome, The Hague, Copenhagen and 
Brussels, during a tumultuous time for the European Union 
(EU) as it struggled to maintain a united front against the 
Helms-Burton Act. The EU prevailed in its effort to enact 
counter-legislation, and Europe’s eyes once again turned to 
how the World Trade Organization (WTO) will assess Helms- 
Burton’s legality under international trade rules.

In the past several weeks, The New York Times and The 
Washington Post ran front-page stories on Cuba to draw 
attention to both how Eizenstat has failed to make Helms- 
Burton any more popular abroad, indeed, has even affronted
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THE PRESIDENT'S AD VISOR Y BOARD FOR CUBA BROADCASTING
OFFICE OF THE CHAIRMAN

October 23, 1996

Mr. David Burke 
Chairaan
Broadcasting Board of Governors 
330 Independence Avenue 
Washington, D.C. 20547

Dear Mr. Burke:
Last night I met with President Clinton and I was very pleased 

that the President reaffirmed his commitment to the relocation of 
Radio Marti and TV Marti to South Florida and to make all efforts 
necessary to increase the reach of all audiences in Cuba for Radio 
and TV Marti. Mow that the President has clearly spoken again on 
this subject, and you have gone public in opposing his policy, let 
me set the record straight.

As soon as you were appointed by the White House to the 
Broadcasting Board of Governors (BBG) I wrote you a letter 
congratulating you and requesting a meeting as Chairman of the 
President's Advisory Board (PAB) to discuss the future of Radio and 
TV Marti. In spite of various attempts through OSIA's 
International Broadcasting Bureau (IBB) directorate and others, you 
refused to meet with me or anyone in charge, including Acting 
Director of the Office of Cuba Broadcasting (OCB), Dr. Rolando E. 
Bonachea. You also declined two formal invitations from the PAB to 
meet with us.

We did not realize at the time the extent of your hostility. 
Nor did we realize that you already made a decision that TV Marti 
should be terminated, as well as your intention to create all kinds 
of problems for Radio Marti.

As of today, contrary to the President's policy, which you are 
supposed to represent, you are doing everything possible to 
undermine Radio and TV Marti's mission to promote freedom and 
democracy in Cuba.

On two national television broadcasts, you offended the Cuban 
American community by stating that the relocation of Radio and TV 
Marti to South Florida would jeopardize their credibility due to 
’’undue influence" by Cuban Americans. As has been expressed to the 
PAB, this resulted in another demoralizing blow to the writers and



journalists of Radio and TV Marti, particularly whan you hava navar 
raisad any siailar concarns ragarding Radio Fraa Europa and Radio 
Libarty whan thay ware recently relocated to Prague, 
Czechoslovakia. I hope you are willing to publicly retract your 
insulting comments against our cowa\inity.

You state in your letter that you support Radio and TV Marti's 
mission. Although you have found time to travel thousands of miles 
to Prague to meat with the Director of Radio Free Europa and Radio 
Libarty, you hava navar found time to walk a few blocks and mast 
with the directors of Radio Marti and TV Marti. During the recant 
CBS interview you stated TV Marti should "go away". This is an 
example of just how you hava demonstrated your hostility, as wall 
as your antagonism against Radio and TV Marti and its managers. So 
where do you stand, do you or do you not support the Mart is?

There are several other examples of your hostility. You have 
spoken of the need to build congressional constituencies for VOA 
and RFE-RL, but you attack the Cuban American coasunity for working 
within the American political system, which is our right, to build 
congressional support and constituencies for the Martis. Instead 
of holding this double standard, why not follow the lead of the 
Cuban American community and the Martis in building siailar 
constituencies? I assure you that your recent comments will not 
deter Cuban Americans from seeking to have their voices heard and 
their views reflected in legislation and policy. This is the 
American way.

I want you to know that I had the opportunity to discuss with 
the President the excellent performance of USIA Director Dr. Joseph 
Duffey and the dedicated career officers of the agency. I also 
mentioned to the President your senseless and continuous efforts to 
disrupt and tedceover many of the duties intended by the Congress to 
be performed by the team of managers and staffers at the agency, 
who have carried out the mission of public diplomacy with much 
success. You capriciously dismissed Mr. Joe Bruns, a career 
employee who received a White House Senior Executive Service award 
for outstanding performance, because Mr. Bruns truly understood and 
supported Radio and TV Marti's mission and, while (JSIA was facing 
enormous budget cuts, opposed your empire building at the BBC at 
taxpayer expense. You also hired a Program Review Officer at the 
BBG who has been at the center of every Marti controversy and whose 
programming judgements will be suspect at best.

You state in your letter the USIA Broadcasting Board of 
Governors (BBG) has an oversight responsibility to ensure propriety 
at Radio and TV Marti. Why then have you refused to approve the 
confirmation of members of Radio and TV Marti's external review 
panels in accordance with IBB and OCB commitments to the GAO? BBG 
member Alberto Mora suggested a constructive process to assess 
Marti programming issues, but you attempted to politicize this 
process. As public officials, I always assumed we should seek 
cooperative and constructive engagement to resolve any issues 
arising within the agency rather than engage in confrontational 
behavior.



My conclusion therefore is no, Mr. Burke, you have never 
supported Radio and TV Marti. Hopefully, the other members of the 
BBG will see your biased opinions of Radio and TV Marti for what 
they are. In fact, I challenge you to provide just one example of 
the so-called "undue influence" by me or other members of the Cuban 
American community to which you have emphatically referred. You 
cite Radio Marti's identifier in your letter, and yet you have 
never made an effort to listen to Radio Marti's broadcasts or even 
meet with their staff and management. As has been stated 
repeatedly, and as you have finally acknowledged, the journaliats 
and writers of Radio and TV Marti "are dedicated to maintaining the 
highest standards of journalistic integrity".

Mr. Burke, the Martins have survived in spite of you. Because 
of strong bipartisan support from such distinguished House and 
Senate members as Ernest Hollings, Jesse Helms, Judd Gregg, Bob 
Graham, Connie Mack, Ben Gilman, Bob Menendez, Dan Burton, Robert 
Torricelli, Ileana Ros-Lehtinen, Carrie Meek and Lincoln Diaz- 
Balart, just to name a few. The Martis will continue to carry out 
their mission of promoting democracy in Cuba. Particularly when 
three United States presidents, including President Clinton, who on 
several occasions has called for 24 hour broadcasts of TV Marti, 
have been strong supporters of these projects.

As Chairman of the PAB, I can assure you that I have always 
been willing to work constructively with you. In your letter you 
cite President Clinton^s statements promoting the use of dialogue 
in resolving conflict. However, your constant refusal to even meet 
with members of the PAB, and now your recent actions and use of 
discriminatory language, in no way match President Clinton's call 
for constructive discussion of issues. On the contrary, on several 
occasions you have attempted to diminish, isolate and usurp the 
role of the PAB.

These are the facts. We are now faced with a situation where 
the person appointed to oversee U.S. international broadcasting is 
undermining the operations of some of those very broadcast 
elements. I look forward to having this situation resolved and to 
continue working with USIA to advance the goals of U.S. 
international broadcasting a/^ public diplomacy. I encourage you to 
do the same.

Jbrge Mas 
lairman

cc: President William J. 
Broadcasting Board of 
President's Advisory ^oard

:iinton
Governors members

attachments
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TRIBUNA DEL LECTOR

Carta abierta a David Burke
Por JORGE MAS CANOSA

Inmediatamente que usted fue nombrado por la 
Casa Blanca a la junta de Gobemadores de Transmi- 
siones (BBG), yo le envie una carta felicitandolo y 
pidiendole una reunion en mi calidad de Presidente 
de la Junta de Asesores Presidenciales (PAB) para 
discutir el fiituro de Radio y Televisidn Marti. A 
pesar de los intentos del Directorado del Buro de 
Transmisiones Intemacionales de la USIA y de 
otros, usted rehus6 reuniise conmigo o con alguien a 
cargo de Radio y Television Marti, incluyendo al 
director interino de la Oficina de Transmisiones para 
Cuba (OCB), doctor Rolando E. Bonachea. Usted 
tambien decline aceptar dos invitaciones formales 
del PAB para reunirse con nosotros.

Nosotros no nos percatamos en ese instante de su 
hostilidad. Ni tampoco nos dimes cuenta de que 
usted ya habia tornado una decision de cerrar las 
operaciones de Television Marti, asi como su inten- 
cion de crear todo tipo de problemas para Radio 
Marti.

Socavar la misl6n
En estos momentos, en contra de la politica del 

Presidente, la cual usted se supone represente, usted 
esta haciendo todo lo posible para socavar la mision 
de Radio y Television Marti de promover la libertad 
y la democracia en Cuba.

En dos transmisiones de television a nivel nacio- 
nal. usted ofendio a la comunidad cubanoamencana 
diciendo que la relocalizacion de Radio y Television 
Marti al sur de la Florida peijudicaria su credibilidad 
debido a la “influencia indebida” que ejerceria la 
comumdad cubanoamericana. Como ha sido presen- 
tado a la Junta de Asesores Presidenciales, esto ha 
resultado otro golpe desmoralizador para los escrito- 
res y periodistas de Radio y Television Marti, parti- 
cularmente cuando usted nunca ha puesto de relieve 
preocupaciones similares acerca de Radio Europa 
Libre y Radio Libertad cuando fiieron recientemente 
trasladadas a Praga, Checoslovaquia. Yo espero que 
usted este dispuesto a retractarse publicamente de 
sus comentanos insultantes para nuestra comunidad.

Usted indico que apoya la mision de Radio y 
Television Marti. A pesar de que usted ha tenido 
tiempo de viajar miles de millas a Praga para reu- 
iiirse con el director de Radio Eurupa Libre y Radio 
Libertad, nunca ha tenido tiempo de caminar unas 
cuadras para reunirse con los directores de Radio 
Marti y Television Marti. Durante su reciente entre- 
vista con la cadena CBS usted dijo que Television 
.Marti “debia desaparecer”. Este es un ejemplo tanto 
de su hostilidad como de su antagonismo hacia 
Radio y Television Marti y su directiva. En que que- 
damos: <^Apoya o no usted a Radio y Television 
Marti?

Hay otros ejemplos de su hostilidad. Usted habia 
de la necesidad de lograr grapqs de apoyo comunita- 
rios para la Voz de las Americas, Radio Europa 
Libre y Radio Libertad. pero ataca a la comunidad 
cubanoamericana cuando ejerce el derecho de crear

grupos de apoyo dentro del Congreso y la comuni­
dad para apoyar a ambas emisoras. En vez de mos- 
trar ese doble estandar, ipor que no seguir el ejemplo 
de la comunidad cubanoamencana y Radio y Televi­
sion Marti de formar grupos de apoyo? Yo le garan- 
tizo que sus comentarios no van a detener a los cuba- 
noamericanos en su lucha para que sus voces sean 
escuchadas y sus ideas reflejadas en la politica y la 
legislacidn. Este es el sistema americano.

Usted establece en su carta que la responsabilidad 
de la Junta de Gobemadores es garantizar la integri- 
dad de Radio y Television Marti. ^Por que entonces 
rehiisa aprobar la confirmacion de miembros de los 
grupos extemos de revision de Radio y Televisidn 
Marti de acuerdo con los compromisos establecidos 
entre el IBB. OCB y el GAO? Como funcionario 
publico siempre he considerado que debemos buscar 
acercamientos constructivos y de cooperacion para 
resolver diferencias conflictivas.

Por lo tanto senor Burke, he llegado a la conclu­
sion de que usted nunca ha apoyado a Radio y Tele­
vision Marti. Es mi esperanza que los demas miem­
bros de la Junta de Gobemadores se percaten de sus 
opiniones discriminatorias sobre Radio y Televisibn 
Marti. Es m^, lo reto a que presente una pmeba de 
la llamada “influencia pemiciosa” de la que usted 
tan enfaticamente me acusa de ejercer a mi o a cual- 
quier otro miembro de la comunidad cubanoameri­
cana. Usted cita en su carta la identificacion de 
Radio Marti y sin embargo nunca ha hecho un 
esfiierzo por escuchar las transmisiones de Radio 
Marti. Sin embargo ha reconocido que los periodis­
tas y escritores de Radio y Television Marti “estan 
dedicados a mantener los mas altos niveles de inte- 
gridad periodistica”.

Negativa constante
Como Presidente del PAB, yo le puedo asegurar 

que siempre he estado dispuesto a trabajar constme- 
tivamente con usted. En su carta usted cita al presi­
dente Clinton promoviendo el uso del dialogo para 
resolver conflictos. Sin embargo, su negativa cons­
tante hacia una reunion con miembros del PAB, y 
ahora sus acciones recientes y el uso de un lenguaje 
discriminatorio, en nada se aproximan al llamado del 
presidente Clinton de discusion constructiva. Al con- 
trario, en varias ocasiones usted ha intentado menos- 
preciar, aislar y usurpar la labor del PAB.

Estos son los hechos. Nos enfrentamos ahora a 
una situacion donde un individuo designado para 
supervisar las transmisiones intemacionales de Esta- 
dos Unidos esta socavando las operaciones de las 
mismas. Espero que esta situacion se resuelva y 
poder continuar trabajando con la USIA para lograr 
los objetivos de las transmisiones intemacionales de 
Estados Unidos y su diplomacia publica. Lo animo a 
que haga lo propio.

Jorge Mas Canosa es presidente de la Junta de Asesores 
Presidenciales de Radio v Television Marti.
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Radio y T. V. Marti mantiene en 

alto la integridad periodistica
Por Jorge Mas Canosa

Noca <t« la Rcdaccidn; Con motivo dt alfu- 
not «ntr«vijta< h«cha« por la talevisidn nor- 
ttamoricarta a nival nacional con el Presi- 
dente de la Junta de Gobernadores de 
Tranemisionee. el s«rtor David Burke, donde 
dl objeta el tratlado de T V. y Radio Marti a 
Miami, «1 ««dor Jorge Mae Canoea le escribe 
utut cartra «n /uncidn de ter Preeidente de 
la Junta de Asesores Presidencialet de TV 
y Radio Marti. El t«xto completo de la carta 
dice to tiguiente:

Estimado seAor Burke:

Anoche me reuni con el Presidente Clinton 
y me senti muy satisfecho que el Presidente 
reafirmara su compromiso con la relocaU- 
zacion de Radio y Television Marti al sur 
de la Florida y de rea lizar tod os los esf uenos 
necesarios para aumentar el alcance de la 
audiCMia d« Radio y T^levisidn Marti en Cu- 
M. Ahora que el PrMidente se ha expresado 
de nuevo. claramente con respecto a este 
tema. y que usted se ha opuestopublicamen- 
te a su politica. quiero dejar las cosas en 
claro.

Inmediatamente que usted fue nombrado
Mr la Casa Blanca a la Junta de Goberna­
dores de Transmisiones iBBG> yo le envii

a I ai«oiiU9iVMi^a VDDAJ* JU 1C CIlVlCuna carta (elicitandolo y pidi^ndole una reu­
nion en mi caiidad de Presidente de la Junta 
de Asesores Presidenciales (PAB) para dis- 
cutir el future de Radio y Tielevisit^ Marti. 
A pesar de los intentos del Directorado del 
Buro de Transmisiones Internacionales de 
la USIA y de otros, usted rebusO reunirse 
conmigo o con alguien a cargo de Radio y 
Television Marti, incluyendo al Director In- 
^ino de la Oficina de Transmisiones para 
Cuba (OCB), Dr. Rolando E. Bonachea. Us­
ted tambiOn declinO aceptar dos invitaciones 
fonnales del PAB para reunirse con nosotros.

Nosotros no nos percatamos en ese insUnte 
M su hostilidad. Ni tampoco nos diroas cuenta 
de que usted ya habla tornado una decision de 
cerrar las operaciooes de 'WeviakSn Marti, asi 
coino su intenciOn de crear todo tipo de pro- 
blemas para Radio Marti.

En estos nnomentos, en contra de la politica 
del Presidente la cual usted se supone repre- 
sente usted esta haciendo todo lo posible para 
mavar la mision de Radio y l^levisiOn Marti 
de promover la libertad y la democracia en 
Cuba.

En dos transmisiones de television a nivel 
nacional. usted ofendio a la comunidad Cu- 
bano Americana diciendo que la relocaliza- 
ciOn de Radio y Television Marti al sur de 
la Florida perjudicaria su credibilidad de- 
btdo a la ’influencia indebida* que ejerceria 
la comunidad cubanoamericana. Como ha si­
de presentado a la Junta de Asesores Pre­
sidenciales. esto ha resultado otro goipe des- 
moralizante para los esentores y periodistas 
de Radio y Television Marti, particularmente 
cuando usted nunca ha puesto de relieve pre- 
ocupaciones similares acerca de Radio Eu- 
ropa Libre y Radio Libertad cuando fueron 
recientemente trasladadas a Praga, Checos-
Invamii'l Acrva«>/\ AHA .I...*.: ______ _ _

a rctractarse pdblicamente de sus comen- 
Uhos insultantes para nuestra comunidad.

Usted indicO en su carta que apoya la mi- 
siOo de Radio y l^levisiOn MartL A pesar 
de que usted ha tenido tiempode viajar miles 
de millu a Praga para reunirse con el Di­
rector de Radio Europa Libre y Radio Li­
bertad, nunca ha tenido tiempo de caminar 
unas cuadras para reunirse con los directo- 
res de Radio MarU y IbleviaiOn Marti. Du­
rante su reciente entrevisU con la cadena 
CBS usted diio que IblevisiOn Marti "debla 
desaparecer Este es un ejempio Unto de 
su hostilidad como de su antagonismo hacia 
Radio y Television Marti y su directiva. En
que quedamos: ;,apoya o no usted a Radio 
y l^levisiOn Marti?

Hay otros ejemplos de su hostilidad. Usted
mWl* Im--------------__________________________ ________ •_

pero auca a la comunidad cubanoamericana 
cuando ejcrce el derecho de crear gnipos de 
apoyo dentro del Congreao y la comunidad 
para apoyar a ambas emisoras. En v«s de 
mostrar ese doble standard. ;por quO no se- 
guir el ejempio de la comuiUdad cubanoa­
mericana y Radio y 'WevisiOn Marti de for- 
mar grupos de apoyo? Yo le garantizo que 
sus comentarios no van a detener a los cu-

tema americano
Quieio <m sepa que tuve la oportunidad de 

comunucarle al Presidente U excelente labor
ye a cabo el. Director de la USIA Dc 
JoMph r. I Duffey y U dedkaddn de los ofidales 
de wry deU agenda. IbmbMnlecomeiitd 
al Pnydepte los eafuerxos bweeaBtes e irra- 
xonabla de usted para intamim|iir y apo^ 
rane de muchas de las respomabiUdades ate 
elCongreso impartiO para ser Uevadas a c^ 
por funmnarios de b agenda, quienes han 
efectuado sus fundooes de diplomacia piiblica 
a cabalidad. Usted caprichouroente ttapidid 
al SeAor Joe Bruns, un funcionario de canera 
que fue honrado por la Casa Blanca por su 
extraordinaria labor, ya que el SeAor Bruns 
comprendia y apoyaba la misiOn de Radio y 
l^levisiOn Marti, y cuando la USIA enfrenUba 
grancte cortes presupuestarios se opuso a la 
creadOn de su impeno en el BBG a expensas 
de los contribuyentes. Usted UmbMn contratO 
un funcionario a cargo de la revision de pro- 
gramas que ha estado involucrado en tnda« las 
controversias de los Marti y cuyo jddo siempre 
sera cuestiooado.

Usted establece en su carta que la respon- 
sabilidad de la Junta de Gobernadores es de 
garantizar la integridad de Radio y Televi­
sion Marti. ;Por quO entonces rehusa apro- 
bar la confirmacion de miembros de los gru­
pos externos de revision de Radio y 
Television Marti de acuerdo con los compro-
misos establecidos entre el IBB, OCB V el

del BBGGAO’ El Ur. Alberto Mora, miembro_____
recomendo un proceso constructive de eva- 
luar la programaciOn de los Marti pero usted

uno publico siempre he considenido que de- 
bemos buscar acercamientos coostructivos 
y de cooperaciOn para resolver diferencias 
conflictivas.

Por lo Unto SeAor Burke, be Uegado a la
coMtoiOn^ que urted nunca ha apoyado 
que los liemOs miembros de la Juntade Go^
bernadores se percaten dc sus opiniones des- 
crlminatorias sobre Radio y IblevtsiOn Mar­
ti Es mis, lo reto a que prcMnte una prueba 
de la Uamada ’influencta perniciosa' de la 
que usted tan enfiticamente me acusa a mi 
0 a cualquier otro miembro de la comunidad 
cubanoamericana de ejercer. Usted cita en 
su carU la identificaciOn de Radio Marti y 
sin embargo nunca ha hecho un esfuerzo por 
escuchar las transmisiones de Radio Marti

cido que los periodistas y esentores de Radio 
y Television Marti *estin dedicados a man-
t^r^lw^mis altos nivelea de integridad pe-

SeAor Burke, los Marti sobreviven a pesar 
suyo. El fuerte apoyo bipartidista que reci- 
ben de miembros distinguidos de la Camara 
y el Senado tales como Ernest Hollings, Jesse 
Helms, Judd Gregg. Bob Tbrriceli, Ileana 
Ros-Lehtineo, Came Meek y Lincoln Diaz 
Balart, por nombrar sOlo al^os permitiri

•• /mem Mveuva usa «wiw |a los Marti continuar su misiOn de promover 
la democracia en Cuba. Particularmente,
•• ^sa %vvaam« a ma aa\»uaoapprque ires Presidentes estadounidense, in­
cluyendo al Presidente Clinton, son quienes 
en n^ de una ocasidn han abogado para
que IbIcvisiOn Marti transmiU M horu, y 
hjsnjespaldado ambos proyectos con entu-

Como Presidente del PAB, yo le puedo ase- 
gurar que siempre he estado dispuesto a tra- 
najar construclivamcnte con usted. En su 
carta usted ciu al Presidente Clinton pro- 
moviendo el uso del diAlogo para resolver 
conflictos. Sin embargo, su n^ativa cons- 
tante hacia una reunion con miembros del 
PAB, y ahora sus acciones recientes y el uso 
de lenguaje descriminatorio, en nada se 
aproximan al Uamadodel Presidente Clinton 
de discusiOn constructiva. Al contrario, en 
varias ocasiones usted ha intentado menos- 
preciar, aislar y usurper la labor del PAB.

Estos son los hechos. Nos enfrentamos ahora 
a una situaciOn donde un individuo designado 
para supervisar las transmisiones internacio­
nales de los Estados Unldos estO socavando 
las opera Clones de las mismaS. Espero que esu 
situadOo se resuelva y podamos continuar tra- 
^jando con la USIA para lograr los objetivos 
« las transmisiones internacionales de Esta­
dos Unidos V su diplomacia publics. Lo animo 
a que haga lo propio.
Sinceramente,
Jorge Mas Canesa 
Presidente
Junta de Asesores Presidenciales
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BROADCASTING BOARD OF GOVERNORS

330 INDEPENDENCE AVENUE, S.W.
ROOM 3360
WASHINGTON, DC 20547 

202-401-3736

October 24,1996

VIA FAX - 306/376-8960

Letters to the Editor 
Hie Miemi Herald

To the Editor:
As a member of the Broadcasting Board of Governors (BBG), which oversees 

Radio and TV Marti and other broadcast entities, I write in response to the recent 
remarks by David Burke, the BBG Chairman, critical of Radio and TV Marti, the 
White House, Congress, and the Cuban-American community.

Mr. Burke (Letter to the Editor, Oct. 22) that he. supports "the 
mission of promoting freedom and democracy in Cuba." Tellingly, nowhere does ho 
also state that he supports Radio and TV Marti and, in my experience, little in his 
words and actions during his tenure as BBG Chairman inspires confidence that he 
regards such support as forming part of his duties. Under Burke’s leadership, the 
BBG has not only failed to consider - much less adopt - measures to resolve the 
controversies swirling around the Martis, it has now fueled new controversies and 
made life more difficult for the dedicated men and women of the Marti Service.

When the BBG came into existence in Augu^ of 1995, many hoped that this 
entity would bring new leadership to U.S. international broadcasting. Nowhere m 
this leadership more needed than with the Marti Service, which mt^ged to acquire 
the respect of and credibility with a ,wide listenership in Cuba despite the 
debilitating effects of tiresome and never-ending controversies in the United States.

What Mr. Burke apparently fails to grasp is that the solution to the Marti 
problems lies not in more political controversy — the Burke approach — but less. 
This is accomplished not by political posturing (Burke, again), but by ensuring in a 
transparent and even-handed manner that Marti scrupulotwly adheres to the 
applicable journalistic and management standards. Where reform of the Marti, 
Service is required, reform there must be. By the same token, when the Marti



OCT 25 '96 12:06 FROM 20295S5564ttl PRGE.003

October 24,1996 
Page 2

Service is unfairly attacked, there must be a vigorous defense of the Service. So far, 
there has been neither reform nor defense.

T.ilra most Cuban-Ameiicans, who tend to know more about the Marti Service 
because many learn about it from family and friends in Cuba, I am one of those 
who has confidence in the management and staff of the Martis. But I also 
recognize that public confidence in tbe Service has been shaken by an unanswered 
barrage of allegations over a period of years. As public servants, those of us who 
serve on the BBO have an equal responsibility to the supporters of, as well as those 
who would question, the Marti Service. It is a responsibility that we are not 
discharging adequately.

And now whether the BBG can discharge that responsibility at all is an open 
question* By his irresponsible and unfair criticisms of the Marti Service and the 
Cuban-American community, David Burke — who, to the best of my information, 
has never met with the director of the Marti Service, with any Marti journalist, or 
with a cross-section of the Cuban-American leadership and who has never set foot 
on the premises of Radio and TV Marti ~ has disqxiaMed himself and possibly 
disabled the BBG from playing any credible leadership role on Marti issues. Both 
the UB- taxpayers and the cause of Cuban democracy deserve better.

Very truly yours,

Alberto J. Mora 
202/457-5932

WAS1-20781S



Translation of a latter to the editor which appeared 
in The Miami Herald on Monday, October 28, 1996

Regarding Radio and TV Marti
By Roberto Rodriguez de Aragon

The Cuban Patriotic Council wishes to express its total 
rejection of the opinions expressed by Mr. David Burke, Chairman of 
the Broadcasting Board of Governors, who has made statements 
against the relocation of Radio and TV Marti to Miami and against 
their funding. His statements are insidious and false.

First: If TV Marti is not seen in Cuba due to Castro's 
jamming, it is Mr. Burke's responsibility, because he has not done 
anything to make the transmissions more successful in breaking 
Cuban jamming, unlike efforts made during the Haiti crisis.

Second: From the beginning, the ideal location for Radio and 
Television Marti's offices and studios was Miami. This is the city 
that generates the news the stations need to cover, due to its 
proximity to Cuba and the constant arrival of people from the 
island and those who travel to visit family.

Third; It is defamatory for Mr. Burke to state that "Cuban 
exile groups exert undue influence over the broadcasts." Does Mr. 
Burke understand that, although we may not like it, the Director of 
Radio and TV Marti, just as all of their journalists, provide equal 
opportunity to all opinions, without preference toward anyone.

Fourth: Is shows a lack of respect, as the federal 
government official that Mr. Burke is, toward President Bill 
Clinton and the U.S. Congress, when he attacks the approval of the 
relocation. An approval which was conducted under every 
parliamentary rule of the Congress and sanctioned by the President 
of this nation. If Mr. Burke disagrees with this decision, the 
appropriate thing to do is resign his appointment as Chairman of 
the Broadcasting Board of Governors.

Fifth: The Cuban Patriotic Council reaffirms its support of 
Radio and TV Marti's relocation to Miami, and asks all the exile 
organizations and leaders to join us, just as they did when 
hearings were held to discuss whether or not to relocate the 
operations to this city.
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Sobre Radio y TV Marti
Pof ROBERTU RODRJOL E2 DE .-kRX&ON

La Junta Patriotica Cubana dcsea 
expresar su total rechaao a la opinion 
exprcsada por el seflor Daud Burke, 
presidente del Consejo de Gobema' 
dores de Emisoras Federales, quien 
ha formulado declaraciones en contra 
de la mudada de Radio Marti y TV 
Mam a la ciudad de Miami y del pre- 
supuesto asignado a ellas. Sus decla- 
raciones son insidiosas y falsas.

Primero si TV Marti no sc ve en 
Cuba por la interferencia del castrato. 
es responsabilidad del propio sertor 
Burke, por no pedir y prcpiciar que sc 
haga la trasntisidn en U rorma que es 
factibk para que peoetre la ima^ eo 
tcrntorio cubano, como sc rcalizd cn 
Haid cuando la crisis de esa nacidn.

Segundo; El lugar ideal para la ins- 
talacidn de las oncinas y estudios de 
Televisidn y Radio Marti, desde su 
inicio. era Miami En esta ciudad es 
donde se producen las noticias que 
deben divulgar ambos medios de 
comunicacidn, por su proximidad a 
Cuba y por ser cl lugar adonde am- 
ban constantemente nuevos refugia- 
dos procedentes de la isla y las perso­
nas que viajan a ella para visitar 
familiares.

Tercero: Es calumnioso. cuando cl 
senor Burke afirma que "un grupo de 
ex'.liados cubanos ejercen intTaencia

en sus trasmisiones" Sepa. senor 
Burke, que ei director de TV y Radio 
Marti, asi como todos sus penodistas, 
muy a nuestro pesar, le dan igual 
oportunidad a todas las opiniones en 
ambos centros noticiosos, $m pnvile- 
gioa de ningtin bpo.

Cuarto: Falta al respeto ei seizor 
Burke, como funcionario federal que 
es. al presidente Clinton y al Con- 
greso de Estados Unidos cuando cen- 
sura la aprobacion del proyecto de la 
mudada. realirada por el Congreso y 
sancionada por el Presidente de esta 
nacidn, de acuerdo con todas las 
reglas parlamentahas. Se supone que 
si el seAor Burke diKrepa de esta 
dedaido, debe fcauoeicr a su cargo da 
PresidcBte del Consejo de Oobema- 
dores de Emisoras Federates.

Quinto: La Junu Pathdtica Cubans 
ratirica su apoyo al trtslado a Miami 
de TV y Radio Marti y conmina a 
todas las organizaciooes y personali- 
dades del exilio a que procedan en la 
misma forma en que lo hicieron 
durante las audiencias celebradas para 
decidir SI era necesario o no el tras- 
lado de ambas oficinas para esta ciu­
dad.

Roberto Rodrigue: de Aragon es presi- 
dente de la Jireccion nat ional de la Junta 
Patriot:ca Cubana
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TKe Honorable William jeficocn Ointon 
Presklenc of the United Scacei 
The White House 
Washington. DC 20500

RE: Destructive and Irresponsible Coounents by Mr. David Burke. 

I>ear Me. Piesidenc

We are very pleased with your support of Radb and TV ManL Howcvei; we nuot legb 
ter Ae Democratic League of Dade County’s protest of statemeno made recently by the 
Chainnan of the U5. Irdbnnation Agency's Broadcasting Board of Govemocs, k4 Dwld 
Buike. regarding the relocation of Radio and TV Marti CO South Florida.

On Ae October 13, 1996 broadcast of CBS' 60 minutes. Me Burke implies that White 
House Chief of Staff Leon Panetta and members of the National Security CouikU axe 
engaging in a cover-up related to this lelocadori. Specifically, Mr. Burke states. *I wrote to 
various members of Congress at^ the committees mat would have oversight on such mac- 
cers. and asked for hearings. Didn't say 1 was opposed to it, simply aski^ for hearings. 
SOence. Dead silence. I wrote to the administiadoct, to everyone in the administration, 
(tom Ac National Security Council, Leon Panetta, everybody.”

Considering the ba, that Congress has already passed Radio and TV Marti's cekxacion 
arvl you have signed it into law, Me Burke's coenments are irresponsible at best, and pur- 
poselul insubocdiiuuion, at woise. In eiAer case, to question tlU integrity of the White 
House Chief of Staff on national television is unaccep^le to £)emocrBdc Party oegania* 
dons such as cun, ar>d we respectfully requesc Aac you ask for Me Burke's immediate lesig' 
nation.

Me President, it is important to point out Aac Mr. Burke also lied to the American peo 
pie when he stated Acre was “silence, dead silcrK*" from Ae National Security Oxmcil 
regarding Ae relocation. I'm attaching a May 13, 1996 USIA memocandum which cites 
Ambassador Dobbins from Ae National Security Couratil as seating: *Ic is the sense of all 
concerned that Ae administration wants us to carry out the move as quickly, expeditiously; 
axvd cost-effectively as possible, wi Aouc any excuses or debys.' Why in Ae world would Mt 
Burke, a political appointee of yours, risk embarrassing your adnunistranon by lying to the

Post O »» i c t t o x i
Miami . FlOklOA ISII5
Uhitco Statis or Amckica
1 0 S ■ 5 } 0 . • 7 • 7
577-I9SS / Fax
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entire country on this tnaoet

Finally. Mr. Burke's insidious comments regarding Mr. Panetta, and his other recent 
oft^ive ^mcno about Radio and TV Mazti’s credibility being jeoperdoed should they 
be kxated in the Cuba^Aimencan community*! midst, make it dilBcult fer onnisatkm 
ftich » ouo » attnia Cuban-Americans » the Democratic Party, aiKi convinrx Qibnv* 
Americans to ^cDemocratic this Movembec We believe there is extraordinary p*^«^Tfal 
fix suppoci in t^ Cuban-Amerlcan community. Mr. President. Unlortunateh; Me. Burice b 
ruining much a( what we have accomplished.

We hope ^ will disavow Mr. Burke’s defamatory comments regarding Chief of Staf 
Pan^ and his discrimmatoty statements against the Cuban American community If Mr 
Butke does not realire the embarrassment he has brought on your Administration and 
immediately resign, then we hope you will ask him to resign. We await your response as we 
ptou^continue to work for a tremendous Clinton-Gore viaory in Dade County

\

Nina Ruff 
Diteaor

Eladio Jose Armesto 
Presidenc
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Periodistas independientes 

contra declaraciones de Burke
V. de la R. Con nioiivo de la contra- 
rersia Murgida en relacidn eon las de­
claraciones emilidas por el senor 
David Burke sobre el Iraslado de Ra­
dio y TV Marti a Miami. DIARIO LAS 
A.MERIC4S reproduce la carta encia- 
da at Presidente Clinton por perio- 
dlstas cubanos independientes de 
dentroyfuera de i.uba:

Estimado S«itor Presidente Clinton

Muy respetuosamente hacemos llegar nuestra 
protesta formal a ios comentanos hechos por el 
seAor David Burlte en las cadenas ABC Noticias 
V CBS-60 Minutos acerca de la relocalizacidn de 
Radio y TV Marti a Miami. Los comentarios del 
senor Burke han ofendido eravemente a la co- 
munidad cubanoameicana alegando que la relo- 
calizacibn "pondria en gran peligro la credibili- 
dad- de Ratfio y TV Marti.

El seAor Burke ale^a que las transmisiones se- 
rian manipuUidas e mfluenciadas por miembros 
de la comunidad Cubano-Americana. Esto cons- 
tituye un insulto irresponsable e imperdonable a 
todos Ios Cubano-Americanos. Tambi6n indica su 
irrespetuosidad hacia el Congreso, que aprobd la 
ley de relocalizacidn y a Ud. seflor Presidente, 
que la firmd.

El senor Burke tiene derecho a expresar su opi- Cama 
nion personal acerca de la relocalizacion. Sin em- Cuba 
bargo, dado el alto nivel del cargo para el que 
ust^ lo designb, tiene tambien el deber de re- 
nunicar antes de expresar una opinion que con- 
tradice su autoridaa ejecutiva. Esto represents 
una insubordinacibn para con sus decisiones, y 
demuestra que el sedor Burke carece de disciplina 
para cumplir las normas elementales de conducta 
de un designado politico en su administracibn.

Finalmente, ios comentanos insidiosos del senor 
Burke constituyen un insulto inaceptable para el 
profesionalismo y honestidad de Ios reporteros de 
Radio y TV Marti, sin mencionar el ongen etnico 
0 localizacibn geografica, Ios empieados de Radio 
y TV Marti esUn tan capacitados como cualquiera 
para adhehrse a las regulaciones que gobieman 
todas las transmisiones gutemamentales de Ios 
Estados Undos. Somos testigos de su apUtud ya 
que por aAos, nosotros, al i^l que muchos otros 
periodisras independientes dentro de Cuba, hemos 
colaborado con sus periodistas y siempre hemos 
hallado en ellos honestidad y profesionalismo.

Por todas estas razones, y porque sabemos que 
la actitud irresponsble e insultante del seAor Bur­
ke no represents su modo de pensar en este caso. 
le rogamos respetuosamente le pida su renuncia 
inmeii^ta al seAor Burke, que ha ofendido a toda 
la comunidad Cubano-Americana.

Respetuosamente

Indamiro Restano 
Represmitante Intemacional 
Burb Cubano de Periodistas Independientes

Roxana Valdivia
Fundadora, Agencia Prensa Patria 

Jesus Santoyo
igtley-Ciego de Avila, 
, Frente Unido

Los periodisras independientes que subscriben 
se adhieren totalmente al contenido de esta carta:

Bernardo Puentes. Magaly Pino, Jorge Riva. Ra- 
mbn Cruz, Oscar Ayala MuAoz, y Joel Diaz Her- 
nbndez.
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OwMr. fmiim:

Wt mpectfully submit our formal protest for statements by Mr. David Burke on ABC News and 
CBS’s 60 Minutes regardin| the relocation of Radio and TV Marti to Miami. Mr. Burke’s statemems 
Vvo fravaiy offandod V Cuban American community by ailcfiof that tV relocatioo *will frcaily 
jnopardlna *• OidMliiy* of Radio and TV Marti.

Mr. Burke allefes that the broadcasu will be manipulated and unduly influenced by memben of 
tV Cuban American community. This constitutes an uoexcusable and Irresponsible insult to all Cuban 
Amcrkaia. Tills abo Aoers a lack of respect for the Congress, wfakb passed dte niocaiioo taw, and for 
you. Mr. Fresideat, who signed it.

Mr. Burke has the right to eipress his personal opinion on the relocatioo. However, due to the 
high level positioo to which you appointed him. he also has a duty to resign before expressing an opinion 
which directly oontradko your position. This represents blatant insubordination toward your decisions 
and illustrates Mr. Burke’s lack of discipline in adhering to elemental norms of conduct for an appointee 
in your adminlitrsiinn.

FMIy, Mr. Burke's insidious remarks are also an unacceptable insult to die protasionalism and 
ability of dm journalists at Radio and TV Marti. Regardleu of dmir ethnic background or geographic 
locacion. foe employem of Radio and *rv Marti are just as capable as anyone in adhering lo foe ndes and 
reguladons which govern aUU.S.govenHMni broadcasting. We can laailfy lo fob fkt because for yean, 
we, along wtfo many other independent journalists imide Cuba, hava collaborated with their jour^ists 

and we have always found them to be honorable and professioaal.

For bl dieee reasons, and because we are sure Mr. Burke's irrcaponsfoic and insulting behavior 
does not represent your thinking on these maners, we rcspectfolly tpqueet that you ask for immediate 
resignation of Mr. Burke, who has offended the entire Hispanic Amfoican community.

hJi
of Independent Jounulistt

/
Jesus^OtOyo 

_C^maguey-Cie|o de Avils. Cuba. United Front
livia

land hum Agency 

TV nndersigned also concur with the ttatemeno in this letter:

Bernardo Fuentes, Msgaly Pino, Jorge Riva, Ramon Cruz, Oscar Ayala Munoz, Joel Diaz Hernandez
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Traaalatlea of a lattar to tha aditor vliieli appaarad 
la Diario Laa JUiarioaa ea Wadaaaday, Ootebar Zl, iffc

Patriotic Council Supports TV 

and Radio Marti in Miami
Oaar Diractor:

Tha Cuban Patriotic Council vishaa to axpraaa ita total 
rajaction of tha opinlona axprasaad by Mr. David Burka, Chairaan of 
tha Broadcaating Board of Govarnora, vho baa aada atataaanta 
againat tha ralocation of Radio and TV Marti to Niaai and agalnat 
thair funding.

Hia atataaanta ara inaidioua and falaa.

First: If TV Marti is not saan in Cuba dua to Castro's 
jamming, it is Mr. Burke's responsibility, because ha has not dona 
anything to make tha transaissions more successful in breaking 
Cuban jaaaing, unlike afforat aada during tha Haiti crisis.

Second: Proa tha beginning, tha ideal location for Radio and 
Television Marti'a offices and studios was Miaai. This is tha city 
that ganarataa tha nova tha stations need to cover, dua to ita 
proxiaity to Cuba and tha constant arrival of people froa the 
island and those vho travel to visit faaily.

Third: It is dafaaatory for Mr. Burke to state that "Cuban 
exile groups exert undue influence over tha broadcasts." Does Mr. 
Burke understand that the Director of Radio and TV Marti, just as 
all of their journalists, provide equal opportunity to all 
opinions, without preference toward anyone.

Fourth: Is shows a lack of respect, as the federal 
governaent official that Mr. Burke is, toward President Bill 
Clinton and the U.8. Congress, when he attacks the approval of the 
relocation. An approval which was conducted under every 
parliamentary rule of the Congress and sanctioned by the President 
of this nation. If Mr. Burke disagrees with this decision, the 
appropriate thing to do is resign his appointment as Chairman of 
the Broadcasting Board of Governors.

Fifth: The Cuban Patriotic Council reaffirms its support of 
Radio and TV Marti's relocation to Miami, and asks all the exile 
organizations and leaders to join us, just as they did when 
hearings were held to discuss whether or not to relocate the 
operations to this city.
Sincerely,

Dr. Roberto Rodriquez de Aragon 
President, National Board of Directors
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Carlas al Director

Junta Patriotica 

apoya T.V. 

y Radio Marti 

en Miami
Estimado Director:

?„lSrrdT.a'1nS«^SlrM^
T V Marti a la ciiidad d< Miami > del pre- 
supucslo asignado a ellas.

Sus declaracioncs son insidiosas y falsas.
Primero: Si T.V; Mart, no « v^ible en

e$a nacidn.
v^ln y*Raeito T V^dSe

quc deben divulgar ambos ^uba
municacion. por su proximidad a Luoa y S>r ser el lu^r a donde 
i^mente nue^os refugiados 
la Isla y las personas que viajan a eUa para 
visiiar (amiliares.

or w: i.». 7 •'iS’arti: ^7 cotiio todos sus penodi^ rnuy

!£“S?.SS^

Cuarto Falta el respeto, como funcionario 
federal que es Mr. Burte. al Sr Presidente 
Mr Bill Clinton y al Congreso de los Estados 
Unidos de America, cuando censura la apro' 
bacidn del proyecto de la mudada. rcalizado

por el______que si el Sr Burke discrepa de esla decisidn. 
debe renunciar a su cargo de Presideme 
del Consejo de Gobemadores de Emisoras 
Federales.

Quinto: La Junta Patridtica Cubana, ra- 
tifica su apoyo al traslado a Miami de TV. 
Radio Marti y conmina a todas las orga* 
nizaciones y personaUdades del exilio om 
procedan en la misma forma, como lo hi- 
cieron durante las audiencias celebradas 
para conocer la necesidad o no. del traslado 
de ambas para esU ciudad.

Atenumente,
D Roberto Rodneuez de .\ragdn.
Presidente de la Direccion Nacional
Miami. Fla.
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News Release
for more information:
MaHlMM Cam%rt (202) IlMtM

RMBARGO£D UNTIL tsM pjn. Odobtr U, IRM

ST ATfiMENT BY DlRECTOIt JOSEPH OUFFEY, DIrtcior 

ttie USIA In mpofise fo commcnti road€ bf DuvU Bark% 

Chalnun tht Bro^caatlnf Bo«r4 of Oovaroonoa 
MlnaUs** Broadcast which aired October 13,19B<:

Mr. Baitooefkcted to mete clear mathU vlowt ere penoQil and noc 

thooe of tfie AdmioistntioiL
Coivsittt tnendated the movt Of lUuShYTY Mam to tOQdi Ftoridi at I 
piovltlort of the FY1996 Omnibus ContfouinB Appiopdatlons Act 
Since dfnlnf the conrinuing letoKitiod bto law, the Adminiitniioo has 
cQoaliinttly MUflbE to eoMt dae the move be canted cot In 
occoidsnecwhhOwyeglgnal Intent USIA is movfDf In an 
expedltkan, efnclem ai^ cost*effecttve manner to anme a imooch 
tramUoini

The AdminisTxatlon ttnonfly believes Radio Mam to be an extremely 
InvihiabboauIuitofotiMveimoiinatloniptbaQibafipeople. Rhas 
provided Cuboi eldaena wMi Information tiaprived them by (he Casue
fovemment
We icmab ooifkkni Biat Bia loiefrity. objeottvtty and 
ofOfffwmhomalmalnftd. Thelfilftifafe 
mandated (0 adheie to (he tame high ilandeitli as the Vok» of
Amelia.
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Mondpy^ Oc4obe(^ H, \^^Cf

Radio Marti and David Buii^e
O «lM»‘P|ieaMeB« Clnm kn«
’^noridtintfaepreaMaKltleldOkiiiihet^iiow 
K-/knmr wbocD to thank, is tn ict that qipears to 
be rooted in suicidal desperation and patbdogicaJ 
Bodpatfajf against Cuban-Ameiican leader Jorge 
^ Canosa. the preaideiit% appouited bead of the 
Bnoedcastijig Board of Gover^ David Burice, 
yesterday on **60 ftlinates'' fatundted into t tkade 
deiKxmcing the Ointen adrainistradQab own poficy 
on Radio and TV Marti

No doobf it wtil only be a naner of time befbra 
^ be loM to pack his bags, and the ibct 

is l» wffi not be miaaed. Under Mr. Buiteb leader-' 
skip, the Board has htiected ittelfibr kito tbe daily 
decisions of the US. ioternitional broadcastera 
where Jt does oat bdoiif and ahvayi with tbe pur-. 
pose of puling them towards the left. Me Burke is
said to be an ardent adnirer of Public Broadcast­
ing and sees PBS as the oiodel tiw \bice of Ameii-> 
ca. Americans may weD wonder whether the PBSb 
mushy, smarmy bberdism corresponds ID the kind 
of image they want this country to project to the 
world at laege. One thinks pot.

DO cooperatioo ftom the White HotwelnMieaM
$7 milUdn by Gongrm in April and sig^ into Inr 
by Preri^t Oirtoa ^ wnjtotomerabeifof Chn.
gresaT Mr. Buike told MbtutBa,” "to eierm
^ the adndnistretioB Item the NatloniiSec^ 
CouQC^ Lena Panettq everybody--there ahraS
behrerings about this. There are not going to be 
bearingaf

Earlier thif inonih, Me Burks laid ABCnewatte 
;Tamconvinoed tfw omiltitfyoaudio Mvtib pot 
ingreat jeo{wrdy Ifitif ino^toMiaite.”M
aUy. Radio and TV Marti would have here ki fk
ptater jeopardy had they remained here In
mgton, given Me Burke's unrelenting hostility 
towar^ the stations aod the cauM of freedom to 
Cuba that they serve
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Di?* “ whioli .ppMrad la
Dlario Las Anarleas on Thursday, Ootobsr 17, 199<

The Times Criticizes Burke’s Statements 

Regarding Radio and TV Marti
The Director of USIA says Burke spoke his personal 

views, not in the name of the Ariinjnia«,-a|jffn
By Ariel Renos

w'’hfch"thev

••undue^in?iu\ncl^^in accused of Lving

“£Ssi

For his part, Jorge Has Canosa told the France Press Agency



that "since his arrival to his post, Burke has tried to destroy TV 
Marti," and that Burke has never met with "anyone" at TV Marti, but 
"only with the project's enemies."

The following is excerpted from a Washington Times editorial, 
"Radio Marti and David Burke":
Should it happen that President Clinton loses Florida in the 
presidential election, he will now know whom to thank. In an act 
that appears to be rooted in suicidal desperation and pathological 
antipathy against Ciiban American leader Jorge Mas Canosa, the 
President's appointed head of the Broadcasting Board of Governors, 
David Burke, yesterday on "60 Minutes" launched into a tirade 
denouncing the Clinton administration's own policy on Radio and TV 
Marti.

No doubt it will only be a matter of time before Mr. Burke will be 
told to pack his bags, and the fact is he will not be missed. 
Under Mr. Burke's leadership, the Board has injected itself far 
into the daily decisions of the U.S. international broadcasters 
where it does not belong and always with the purpose of pulling 
them towards the left.
Not only did Mr. Burke choose to register his disagreement on "60 
Minutes", he also charged that Nr. Canosa, who heads the Cuban 
American National Foundation, has been allowed to run Radio and 
Television Marti as political organizations. And he further 
complained bitterly that he had received no cooperation from the 
White House in his efforts to block the move to Florida, which was 
funded with $7 million by Congress in April and signed into law by 
President Clinton. "I wrote to members of Congress," Mr. Burke 
told 60 Minutes, "to everyone in the administration from the 
National Security Council, Leon Panetta, everybody - there should 
be hearings about this. There are not going to be hearings"
Earlier this month, Mr. Burke told ABC News that "I am convinced 
the credibility of Radio Marti is put in great jeopardy if it is 
moved to Miami." Well, actually. Radio and TV Marti would have 
been in far greater jeopardy had they remained here in Washington, 
given Mr. Burke's unrelenting hostility towards the stations and 
the cause of freedom in Cuba that they serve.



Diario La§)\mericas
^ Soi M. -v \ I

‘ ' iT Jyj^vet 17OeOctuprede lW-^ n«>^oc

Critica el Times afirmaciones de 

Burke sobre Radio y TV Marti
Por ARIEL REMOS

El diario capitalino Th« Washington Times pu­
blico un editorial titulado "Radio Marti y David 
Burke", en que critica las declaraciones del seiior 
Burke contra Radio y TV Marti, en abierta con- 
tradiccion con la disposicibn del Congreso y del 
Presidente Clinton sobre las transmisiones de esas 
emisoras hacia Cuba. "Si el Presidente Clinton 
perdiera las elecciones presidcnciales en la Flo­
rida. el sabra a quien darle las gracias”. comienza 
diciendo el editorial del Times

Las declaraciones de Burke motivaron asimismo 
una respuesta del director de la Agencia de In- 
formacibnde EE.L'U. lUSIAi, doctor Joseph Duf- 
fey. precisando oue el seAor Burke omitio aciarar 
que sus puntos de vista eran personates y no los 
de la Administracibn. Ouffey declarb tambibn que 
la Administracibn ha sido consistente en cuidar 
que el iraslado de Radio y TV Marti a Miami, 
se lleve a cabo de acuerdo con la intencibn del 
Congreso. "Seguimos confiados en que la integri- 
dad. objetividad y profesionalismo de nuestras

Dice el Presidente de la LSIA que 
Burke habld a U'tulo personal, no 

a nombre de la Admin is t radon

transmisiones. serbn mantenidas. Las .Marti esUn 
obligadas a atenerse a los mismos estandares de 
La Voz de EE L’U ". e.xpresb.

El pasado 30 de septiembre. en un programa 
de la .ABC transmitido por el Canal lOde TV. David 
Burke ataco el traslado en proceso de las oflcinas 
de Radio y TV .Marti a Miami, afirmando, entre 
otras cosas, que ponia en peligro la credibilidad 
de Radio Marti. Y el pasadodomingo 13 de octubre 
en el programa "60 Minutos". volvib a la carga 
con el traslado y contra el presidente de la FUn- 
dacibn NacioruJ Cubano .Americana, Jorge Mas 
Canosa, reiterando su criterio contra gnipos dal 
exiiio cubano, a los que acusb de tener ”una in-

iPasa a la ?kg. 15-A Col. 3)



iUHV^ ,7 OB OCruME OB I9M Dl ARlo LAS AMLkICAS

Critica el Times afirmaciones de 

Burke sobre Radio y TV Marti
(Viene d« la pdg. 1-A)

jencia que no le corresponde” 
» TV Marti

l^s declaraciones de Burke 
■ovocaron una airada res- 
lesta de instituciones como la 
dmara de comercio Latina 
:aMACOL) y la Liga Hispa- 
jamericana Contra la Difa- 
acidn (SALAD), <^e se diri- 
eron por carta al Presidente 
linton lamentando la insubor- 
naciOn del seAor Burke al eri­
ca r a su Presidente en rela- 
6n con las transmisiones 
icia Cuba, y protestando por 

ofensa cometida contra la

comunidad hlspanoamericana 
de Miami.

Por su parte. Jorge Mas Ca- 
nosa declard a la AFP que 
”desde su llegada al cargo, 
(Burke) tiene el propdsito de 
destruir a TV Marti", y que ja- 
m4s se ha entrefistado "con 
nadie" vinculado con TV Mar­
ti. sino "solamente con los ene- 
migos del proyecto".

Extractos del Editorial de The 
Washington Times "Radio Marti 
y David Burke"

Si el Presidente Clinton per- 
diera las elecciones presiaen* 
dales en la Florida, dl sabrA 
a quien darle las grades. En 
un acto enraizado con una des- 
esperaddn suidda y odio pa- 
toldgico contra el llder cubano- 
americano Jorge Mas Canosa. 
el Presidente de la Junta de go- 
bernadores de TTansmlaiooes. 
David Burke, nombrado por el 
propio Presidente Clinton, lan- 
z6 una diatribe ayer en el pro-

sobre Radio y TV Marti.

Sin duda, serA cuestidn de 
tiempo para que el aeflor Burke 
comience a naoer sus 
y. por supuesto. que no ae le ex- 
traftarA. Baio el Udera^dal se- 
Aor Burkc^ la iunta sefia inmis-

iudera^delse-
----- jnia se ka inmis-

cuido en las darlilonae diaries 
de las transmisiones inlemade* 
naks de EC.UU., autorldad que 
no le corr^ndsk y siempraeon 
el propAsito de Influiriaa hade

la Izquierda...

No solamente el seAor Burke 
escogid la ocasidn de express r 
su dMscuerdo en el programs 
60 Minutes, sino que acusd al 
softer Mas Canosa... de habdr- 
sele permitido manejar Radio 
y Iblevisidn Marti como a or- 
ganizaciones pollticas. Y es 
mds. se quejd amargamentc de 
no haber recibido cooperacidn 
alguna de la Casa Blanca en 
sus esfuerzos para impedir la 
mudansa de las emisoras de la 
Plorida. la cual recibid 17 mi- 
lleoes del Congreso el pasado 
abril, convirtIMola en ley el 
propio Presidente Clinton. "Yo 
le escribl a miembros del Con- 
grese*. dUo el softer Burke a 
60 Minutes, "a todo el mundo 
en la Adminlstracidn desde el 
Ce^je Naeional de Seguri- 
d«d. Lete FaneCte. a lodes, de 
quedebfa haber audienclas so­
bre este tema. Pore no habrd 
audienclas”.



Translation of an artlols which appaarad in 
Diario Las hnarioas on Friday, Ootohar it, iffi

Letter to Clinton

Free Cuba Medical 

Association Responds to Burke
Dr. Enrique Huertas, President of the Free Cuba Medical
Association, sent the following letter to Bill Clinton,
President of the United States, regarding the relocation of
Radio and TV Marti to Miami.

The Honorable Bill Clinton 
President of the United States 
The White House 
Washington, D.C.
Dear Mr. President:

As you surely know, recently Mr. David Burke, Chairman of the 
U.S. Information Agency^s Broadcasting Board of Governors, In an 
Interview with ABC News, used incorrect, inappropriate, and unjust 
statements regarding the relocation of Radio and TV Marti to Miami.

Mr. Burke's assertion that Radio and TV Marti's credibility 
was in jeopardy if it moved to Miami has profoundly offended the 
Cuban American community in Florida and the entire exile community 
in general, and he deserves the most severe condemnation and 
repudiation.

Mr. Burke should know that the relocation has been approved by 
Congress and signed into law by the President, and that it is not 
his place, with the appointed position he holds, to place obstacles 
in front of the success of this relocation which has been studied 
for some time.

Mr. President, you are aware of Radio Marti's important work. 
Just this past October 10, on the anniversary of Cuba's patriotic 
Call of Yara, you delivered a statement to the Cuban people 
highlighting the positive work and credibility of Radio and TV 
Marti's information service.

Mr. Burke knows perfectly well the high level of 
professionalism, ability, and experience of Radio and TV Marti's 
employees, and it is not appropriate for him to create problems,



raise doubts, or speak falsehoods when it comes to the employees. 
His duty should be to maintain, and whenever possible, increase the 
prestige and credibility that Radio and TV Marti have achieved; 
particularly when these stations have done so much to maintain the 
Cuban people well informed about the situation in Cuba and the 
destruction of the Cuban nation by Castro's communist tyranny. 
Radio and TV Marti's broadcasts contribute daily to promoting the 
cause of freedom in Cuba and we cannot allow Mr. Burke, due to 
incompetence, ignorance, or any other improper motive, to 
jeopardize these stations.

Mr. President, the Free Cuban Medical Association is in 
solidarity with all of the Cuban American organizations and 
institutions, and the entire Cuban American community, in rasing 
its voice to protest Mr. Burke's unjustified comments and errors, 
with all respect, we ask for your personal intervention in this 
matter so that such an unfortunate situation does not repeat 
itself.

Respectfully
Dr. Enrique Huertas 
President
Free Cuba Medical Association
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< da Juao da i«bj

DIARIO lS^VMERIGVS
Por i« LiMiiM la CuiiMi y la Soodaridad nam.siaoca

Mami.f«o(tao\Mainaa i6<MOctuty«oe i<W6 n » <•« :4 4NA> II \ ■■I4kp I

Carta a Clinton
Responde a 

Burke el 

Colegio 

Medico 

Cubano Libre
*W doctor Unrique Huer­

ta*. Pretidente dei Cole- 
flio Medico Cubano Libre 
en el exilio. le envid la 
aigmienie carta ml preai- 
deaie de Eatadas I Woa, 
Bill Clinton, en relacUn 
ran la retoeallMaeida de 
Radio V ry HarU en la 
eiudatd de HiamL

Honorable Bill Clinton 
Presidente de los Estados 
Unidos de America 
La Casa Blanca 
Washington, DC 20M7

EsUmado Sefior Presiden­
te;

Como Se­
gura men te Dated eo- 
noce, enfe- 
cha reden- 
te, el sefior 
David Bur­
ke. Presi­
dente de la 
Junta de Enrique
Goberna- Huertas
dores de la
Oficina de Transmisiones de 
la Agencia de Informacion 
de los Esiados L nidos. en en- 
t revista por la Cadena NBC 
News, se expresd en t6rmi- 
nos incorrectos. indebidos e 
iniustos en relacibn con la 
relocalizacion de Radio y TV 
Marti a la Ciudad de Miami.

La declaracion del Sefior 
Burke de que estaba conven- 
cido que la Credibilidad de 
Radio Marti estaba en peli- 
aro SI se mudaba para Mia­

mi, ha disgusudo profunda- 
mente a la Comunidad 
Cubana de la Florida y en 
general al exilio cubano y 
carece la mis severa conde- 
nacidn y rechazo.

El sefior Burke debib tener 
bien presente, oue la reloc^ 
lizacibn ha sido aprobada 
por el Congreso y firmada 
por listed como Presidente 
y que no le corresponde a

• PasaalaPig ll-ACol3)

Responde a Burke el 

Colegio Mddico 

Cubano Libre
(Viene de la pbg. 1-A)

bl, con el cargo que tiene, en- 
torpecer ni obstaculizar la cul- 
minacibn exitoaa de ese traslado 
por largo tiempo estudiado.

listed conoce Sefior Presiden­
te, la gran labor realizada por 
Radio Marti, a la cual, en el Ani- 
versario Patribtico del Grito de 
Yara, el pasado 10 de octubre, 
listed huoo de referirse en de- 
claracionaa al pueblo de Cuba, 
resaltande el trabajo positivo y 
la credibilidad en la iniormacibn 
de Radio TV Marti.

El Sefior Burke sabe perfecta- 
mente del alto grado oe profe- 
sionaiismo, capacitacibn y expe- 
riencia de la empleomania de 
Radio y TV Marti y de sus di- 
rectores y jefes del departamen- 
to y no le corresponde. en modo 
alguno, alentar problemas, cre- 
ar dudas o faltar a la verdad. 
Su misibn tiene que ser contri- 
buir a mantener y en lo posible 
ampliar el prestigio y credibili­
dad conquistado por Radio y TV 
Marti y que tanto ayuda al pue­
blo cubano a mantenerse bien in- 
formado de la situacion cubana 
y de la destruccibn en lodos los

brdenes a la nacibn cubana, cre- 
ada por la tirania Castro comu- 
nista. Las transiciones de Radio 
y TV Marti contribuyen diaria- 
mente a mantener y estimular 
las causas de la libeilad de Cuba 
y eso no se puede permitir que 
el sefior Burke por incapacidad, 
ignorancia y otro mothro censu­
rable, lo perjudique oatensible- 
mente.

Sefior Presidente Ginton, el 
Colegio Medico Cubano Libre se 
solidariza con todas las organi- 
zaciones e instituciones cubanas 
y con la comunidad cubano ame- 
ricana, que ha levantado su voz 
de justificada protesta por los 
errores e injustos cotnentarios 
del sefior Burke y con todo res- 
peto le rogamos su intervencibn 
personal para evitar que se re- 
pita tan infortunada situacibn.

De Usted respetuosamente. 
Dr Enrique Huertas 
Presidente
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(•i CAMACOL H

jwTAoecoBinwo 1995 • 1997 
pUSIDCKm OB HONOR 

HonooAcuim 
dMiado

CAMARA DE COMERQO LATINA DE LOS ESTADOS UNIDOS 

Latin Chamber of Commerce of USA.

ntEsiDCKn
UotSitaMi

VTOTR£SID€NTES
WSaiAlennkr
AatanrCRivia

A. Aniundo Mqndn
MMtoaCuMcm 
AunatoLskama 

FanandoRodifguB 
MaynTiindHt 
SECRETARIO 

Manual Vega 
VICESECRETAJUOS 

ElotarLayva 
VngiboPte 
TBSORERO 

Oriando Naiwio 
VKZTBSOREROS 

AiwdFandiAo 
Marfa OMaPanfdn 

OOBCIORDC

JqrRodrffuei 
VKSDCRECTORES 

RCLAaONES EXTOUORES 
JoMElfaaBdlo 

Ra<MlA.CalliiB 
OIRECTORES 

FausioOlaaOlivar 
ScigioCan«|»a Frade&V. 1“----

October 4, 1996

Hoa William J. Clinton
President of the United States of America
The White House
Washington. DC 20547

Mr President.

Mr. David Burke, Presktent of the Board of Govemon of USIA, said in our 
interview to ABC News on 9/30/96 that “he is convinced that the move of Radio 
& TV Marti to Miami could jeopardize its credibility” Did he produce any 
evidence? None His declaration is based only in his well-known dislike of our 

community.

It is evidem that Mr Burke is not concerned with the undermining of the prestige 
and authority of the Congress and yours, Mr. President, since both approved and 
put into effect the law governing this move. Besides, wch an statement is 
offensive to the reporten of Radio Marti, since it insinuates that they can be 
manipulated by political imerests, when their well-deserved prestige in Cuba and 
outside Cuba is good proof of their professional (fignity.

*p£? Not taking into consideration these unconsiderate statements, the relocation that 
AaiJjSSSS Con^ approved and you ratified, is taking place. Soon Radio & TV Marti 

^ us. In the meantime, this Latin Chamber of Commerce of USA
ftJSoiSS (CAMACOL), that as organization promotes and solidifies the economic weU 

KfSS being of South Rorida and serves as a link to a profitable relatiooship between 
America and this area of the United States, asks why tfab officer offends, 

without reasons the Hispanic community of this area and disregards your 

decisions, Mr. President.

Rolmlo8knoD
)oi«tRlv«o
MarfIwUma

)oMLCM
ArirfMckter

AtMrtodchCna
Aa»rtoGdngoni

CiaavoZ. Alimo 
EX-TRESIDEFTTES 
ElacoRiera 

G««rto 
MmrfBUado 
Rog^Buiioa 

EkyRConzikz 
ASESOR HIFOrreCARIO 

AbclHoitz 
ASESOR GCONOMICO 

Carfal. ArfMteya 
ASESORES LECALES 
RaiU A.Caarfo<kiPtno 

MaynTrindat
ASESORES R. PVBUCAS 

lae^M-FTaxas

Respectfully,

President

cc . The Miami Herald 
Diario Las Americas 
The New York Tunes 
Washington Post

V*An nur. AnnRFSS: P.O. BOX 350824, MIAMI R 33135
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Critica CAIVL4C0L 

afirmacion sobre 

Radio y TV Marti
En carta dingida al Prc>idcnic Clinton, el prcsidcnte dc la CA- 

MACOL. Luis Sabines jcusb a David Burke, prcsidcnte dc In Junta 
do Gobcrnadorcs dc la l .''lA. dc desdenar a 
dc .Miami

a comunidad hispan.i

Dice Sabines en su carta al Prcsidcnte. que ei Sr Burke expreso 
"Esto>* convencido de qu« el iraslado do Radio y TV .Marti para 
Miami, pondria en poligro su credibilidad". sin aportar una prueba 
de ello, sino basado "solamcntc en su bicn conocido desdon por 
nuestra comunidad”.

Y aAade: •$ evidente que el Sr Burke no le preocupa en lo mas 
minimo socavar el prestigio y la autondad del Congreso y de us- 
ted...ya que el Congreso aprobd y usted sancionb la ley que dispuso 
«e traslado. Adem4s, esa afirmacibn es ofensiva para los perio* 
distas de Radio Marti, teniendo en cuenta que en eila insinua que 
pueden ser manipulados por intereses politicos, dosconociendo su 
bien ga^do prestigio dentro y fuen de Cuba, por su demostrada 
dignidad profesional*.

Dice Umbidn Sabines a Clinton que "Pronto Radio y TV Marti 
estarln donde deben estar: con nosotros". para tenninar con esta 
anrrnacidn: "Mientras tanto, esta Cimara de Comercio Latina de 
Estados Unidos, que como organizacibn promueve y solidiHca el 
bienestar econbmico del Sur de la Florida y sirx'e de enlace para 
^a ^ovechosa relacibn entre America Latina y esta region de 
Estados Unidos, pregunta por quC este funcionario ofende sin razbn 
a la comunidad hispanoamericana de esta brea y demucstra tan 
poco respeto por sus decisiones. .senor Presidente".
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Octobtfr a, 1996

r/># Honorable Wlllia^ JefSermon Clinton 
President of the United States 
The White House i 
Washington, D. C.

Dear Hr. President:

As President of \ the Spanish American League Against 
Discrimination (SALAD), I wish to respectfully 
communicate the profound distress that has been caused in 
our community by ntatements made by Hr. David Burke, 
Chairman of the USIA Broadcasting Board of Oovernors 
(BBC), during an Octdber 1, 19S6, interview with ABC Mews 
regarding the relocation of Radio and TV Marti to Hiasi*

Perhaps if |fr. Burke truly realized the 
responsibility relited to being appointed as the 
President's representative on the BBC, then he probably 
would not made thJ disrespectful and discriminatory 
statement: •! am convinced that Radio Martins credibility 
is in great jeopardy if it is moved to Miami. •

In the first plice, Mr, Burke should have remembered 

that this relocation has been passed by Congress and 
signed by you. Hr. Burke should know that as a 
presidential appoint'ee he should be disciplined enough to 
accept the decision:^ of the President and Congress.

But above all, Mr. Burke should educate himself more 
•bout the Cuban->4/»8ric«/i community before making such 
insulting comments. {These comments only serve to ratify 
the discriminatory attitudes which have been demonstrated 
by Hr. Burke. The ^uban-American community has always 
distinguished itself for its dedication to Amerioan 
values of hard troi'A'jantf honesty.
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(/tr. CJinCon. cont.

The Cuban‘Amer2<^mn oommunity im almo veil sifsr* oi
the high level oi ihtegrity and proiemmi one Hern with 
which Radio and TV karti*» employeea carryout their 
Journalistic /unction*. It is exactly this feat which 
makes it impossible fgr Radio and TV Martins credibility
to be manipulated cr jeopardized by being based in Miami.

Mr. President, I\vant you to know that is saddens me 
to have to write this letter. But this is simply the 
expression of a community which feels it has been
discriminated against by one of your high ranking 
political appointees. \I hope you will reassure us the Mr. 
Burke's disrespectful comments were unauthorised and did 
not represent your thinking on this matter, I await your 
response.

Respectfully,

TJeealdo Soto 
President
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Reacciona SALAD a 

dsclaraciones contra
Radio y TV Marti

s/r«; ?.,T,i3a.W£
P'dr LUIS MARIO

■SSi«“D2y;
ferWisisitscAiJia^ejI^nte de EsUdos 
Unidos, Bill Clinton, en respues- 
U a las decjaraciones de David 
Bi^k^ en relacidn con el supues-
i? P*’’?™'<*« I* credibUidad de 
rUdio Marti, si $e niuda para 
Miami. Esu dertaracidn fue he-

* '* ABC,

as-'sa.'r*”,;
T^nsmisiones de la Agenda de 
informacidn de Estados Unidos. 
tambidn dijo ante la cadena ^ 
televisidn CBS, en un programa

(Pasa a la Pig. is-A Col. i)
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Reacciona SALAD a declaraciones 

contra Radio y TV Marti
(Viene de U pAg. i-A)

nen on TV Marti una influencia 
qua DO les corresponde*. Burke 
aiempre ha esUdo opuesto al 
trasiado de Radio y TV a la Ciu­
dad de Miami • fw 9IQO IPrTjfywmivT PI flnnada portd. El sefior Bunw deberia sa-

i*c5£"'iS&„S
^.a iiw ulucar uorememe las dedsiones del Presideote y del 
Coogreso.

ClioG^

^^^oortble William Jefferwn
Preaidente de loe Estados Uni- 
tioede Amdiiea 
La Casa Blanca 
Washington, D.C. 20547

ricana antes de haoer i- 
rte insultantea. Estos
rios sdlo sirvm para ntkScar wi 
acUhj^ discriminatorias qua 
ten^ demoitradas por el a£ 
Burke. La cotnunidad QAaae*
AfVMr4^meam ^--------- ^

Estimado SeAor Presideote:
ivivi Amcncanos de trahajar ftwte y ser hooestoa

La comunidad Cubano-Ameri-

s^S^SSSSSSSj^iSUSl''*^ f«tooiliimoconisSriiC

SESffiSSSIr*uo^£ JS5J*SitlSs KaMSi!'*’

rus^rassBn«uo y IV Mara a Miami que reaente haber sido discri-

S“S3Si



The Honorable William Jefferson Clinton 
President of the United States 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20547

Dear Mr. President:

We are greatly offended by the posture taken by Mr. David 
Burke, Chairman of the USIA Broadcasting Board of Governors, with 
respect to the relocation of Radio and TV Marti to South Florida.

This relocation, which is in progress, was approved by 
Congress and signed by you. However, in an interview with ABC News 
broadcast to the entire nation on September 30, Mr. Burke stated "I 
am convinced the credibility of Radio Marti is in great jeopardy if 
it is moved to Miami."

We feel this statement by Mr. Burke undermines the authority 
of both the President and the Congress. It also greatly offends 
our community and the dignity of the journalists that work in Radio 
Marti.

The National Association of Cuban Lawyers in Exile, which I an 
honored to preside, reject this insult and feel strongly that Mr: 
Burke deserves a strong reprimand for his disrespectful and 
offensive attitude.

Respectfully,

Dr. Luis Rodriguez Cepero 
President

cc: The Miami Herald
The Washington Post 
The New York Times 
The Washington Times 
Diario Las Americas
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Protestan 

abogados por 

alegada ofensa 

de funcionario
El Colegio Nacional de Abo­

gados de Cuba en el Exilio. 
a trav^ de su presidente. Dr. 
Luis Rodriguez Cepero. din- 
gid una carta al Presidente 
Clinton, expresandole su dis- 
gusto por la actitud del scnor 
David Burke, presidente dc la 
Junta de Gobernadores de la 
Oficina de Transmisiones In- 
ternacionales de EE UU. res- 
pecto al traslado a la Florida 
de Radio y TV Marti.

Dicho traslado -dice la car­
ta- "esU ya en proceso y fue 
aprobado por el Congreso y 
sancionado por usted”. Sin 
embargo, el seftor Burke, en 
entrevuta a la cadena lelevi- 
sita ABC, transmitida a toda 
la nacidn (1/1/96). afirm6; 
•Estoy convencido de oue la 
credibilidad de Radio Marti 
seri comprometida si se re- 
localiza en Miami*.

"Estlmamos que estas de- 
claracidn del seflor Burke 
d^fla la autoridad de usted 
y la ^l Congreso y. al mismo 
tiempo, ofende a nuestra co- 
munidad y a la dignidad de 
los periodistas que laboran en 
Radio Marti", sigue diciendo 
el Colegio de Abogados, que 
termina rechazando "esa 
afrenta del seAor Burke , 
quien merece "una fuerte re- 
primenda por su actitud irres 
petuosa y ofensiva".

r t: 5
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Broadcast board will make Marti move succeed
The Broadcasting Board of Cover 

nors, which I chair, strong supports 
the missKM of promoting treedom and 
democracy in- Cuba. We bdieve that 
Radio Marti has demonstrated its 
ability to fulfill this mandate and are 
M^aimarMfiviard its credibility.

Ma<d^2, the board passed a

resolution suting our concern that 
relocating Radio and TV Marti to 
Miami would significantly hinder the 
necessary and appropriate oversight of 
the Cuba-broadcasting operation. The 
board also advised that the cost and 
tuning of Uie move and its possible 
impact on Radio Marti's program-

Unfair labels for exiles _
For 37 vears. Cuban Americans 

have been painfully aware of being 
dended and discriminated agaii^ by 
ie media. Usuallv. la^U attack our 
credibility - unfair labete such m 
"nabt-wing,” “conservative, voaf- 
erous ” “zealous.” "reactionaries. ”upper<lass” (we come from aU walks 
of life), “Batisu supponers, «c,

AS an artist 1 have suffered discnin- 
ination as a Cuban exile. When aS. 
art critics or reporters find out I 
am from, they immediately lose inter­
est in my nonpolitical art. As a nim* 
maker 1 found rejection from coll^. 
univenities, and the U.S. media ot m>

the truth about the hero of the well-en­
trenched, diehard ACUSTWBUaZQUEZ

Silver Spring. Md.

'Thhs 7^/ec//pj
TUE^smy- 

18ft

ming bad not been reviewed by apprty 
pnate coogressiooal comounecs.

Our p^on on the locatioB of 
Radio and TV Marti is rn«»^fnt with 
the stations’ founding rationale and 
legislative history-. In 1982 a senior 
Reagan administration official testi­
fied to Congress against the relocation 
to Ronda from Washington. The 
Cuban Amencan National Fonnda- 
tion shared this view at the »»««*

The success of Radio Marti has con­
firmed the wisdom of this ni>ritiiMi 
The very station identification, **¥00 
are listening to Radio Marti, broad-

KopttMiess of purpose that symbol­
ized our oommitnient to freeiM Cuba 
from Ciyo’s totalitarianism, '

Regrettably, a legitimate poHcy dis- 
cussioo wtt the future of Radio and 
TV Marti has been senselesslv 
degraded by charges that “racism” is 
involved. As a grandson of immi­
grants, 1 am sensitive to any form of 
ethnic discrimination. It is reprehensi­
ble that some would resort to race­
baiting to obfuscate the real issues that 

nurmnal interest

This April. Congress passed and the 
praittot sig^ legislation 
the relation of Radio and TV Mam 
to South Rorida. My colleagues and I 
are committed to carrying out the 
move in an efficient ano cost^ffective 
mMner. As always our first pnoritv 
^11 be to ensure the accomplisbment 
of the mission 01 proraotmg freedom 
and democracy in Cuba.

OAvmBtmxE 
,. ^ ^ Chairman, 
i S. Broadcasting Board 

ot Governors 
^^'ashington. D.C

Plane danger at stadiuni
Am I alone, or does anyone else 

notice the danger caused bv the ban- 
ncr-iowing airplanes tnat fly over Pro Player Sudium? At one Dolphins 
gMe. as many as seven planes could 

for position just above 
the sudium’s nm. Besides the obnox­
ious noise and distraction, what is to 
keep them from crashing into the 
crowd should mechanical failure 
occur?

Let's hope that it doesn’t take a 
major loss of life to force some aaion 
on this.

Gerald Fused 
Miami
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Nuestra preocupaci6n por 

Radio y TV Mard
En relaci<So coo el articulo publicado en El 

Nuevo Herald el IS de octubre. Mu Coirasa 
miente al programa 60 Minittos, asl como la reoc> 
cion de ciertas figuras publicas de la comunidad 
cubanoamencana. quisiera aclarar aigunos hechos 
con relacion a mis recientes declaraciones sobre 
Radio y TV Mard.

La Junta de Gobemadores para Tranamiaiooes 
de Eatados Unidoa, la cual dinjo, apoya decidida- 
mente la misido de oromover la lioertad y la 
democracia en Cuba. Creemos que Radio Maid ha 
demostrado su capacidad para llevar a cabo este 
mandate, y por lo tanto maotenemoa una atencido 
especial en velar por m eradibibdad. El Coogreao 
le ha otorgado a la Junta la mpoiwabiHdad de fia- 
calizar todaa laa transmisiooes intemaciooales del 
gobiemo oorteamericaoo para garaodzar su efecti- 
vidad y su iinegndad penodistica.

El 12 de marzo de 1996, la Junu aprobd una 
resohicido expreaaodo su preocupacida porque la 
relocalizacidn de Radio y TV Marti a Miami 
‘ ‘podria impedir signincativamente la supervisido 
necesana y uiropiada de las operacionea de traas* 
misiones a Cuba”. La Junta ademas expresd que 
el costo y el momento oportuno del traalado asi 
como el posible impacto en la programacidn de 
Radio Marti no babian sido reexaminados por los 
debidoa comilM coogresiooales.

Nuestra postura en cuanto a la ubicacidn de 
Radio y TV Mard es totalmente congruente coo la 
idea inicial y el historial de am baa esuciooes. La 
Comisido Presidencial para Transmisiooes a Cube 
coocluyd en 1982 que Radio Marti ”no puede ser, 
ni apannitv ser, idratificada como un proyecto de 
emigradoe, como fampoco refleju una visido o 
perspectiva paitidiM”. Ese tmano aflo, un funcio- 
nario de la administracido del Presidente Reagan 
declard ante el Conereso; “No creemos que las 
operaciones principals deban residir en (Florida), 
debido a que alii existen presiones que son distin- 
las a las que operan a nivel nacional. Creemos que 
hay mayor posibilidad de obtener transmisiooes 
ba anceadas y controladas a nivel nacional 
(Washington, D.C.)”. La Fundacidn Nacional 
Cubano Americana compartia este criterio en 
aquel momento.

Los loaros de Radio Marti ban confirmado lo 
acertado die esta postura. La propia senal de identi- 
ficacion de la emisora: “Estas escuchando a Radio 
Marti, transmitiendo desde Washington, capital de 
los Estados Unidos de Amenca”, revistio a la ope-

racidn de una serieded que indicaba el compro- 
miso de toda nuesin necite de liberar a del 
totalitarismo de Castro. Los estudios de audiencia 
realizados por Radio Marti confirmaroo desde 
aquel momento que esu idea encontraba resooan- 
cia en nuestros oyentes cubaoos. Elios sabian que 
tanto la sustaiKia como el tono de Radio Marti 
em diferentes a lu de otras emisoras que traosmi- 
tiao tambite heda la isla.

Lamentableoieote, una legitima discusido poll- 
ties acerca del ftituro de Radio y TV Marti he sido 
rebajada a niveks absurdos mediants acusacioocs 
de “racismo”. Conaonietode inmigrutes, teogo 
una especial sensibOidad para percibir cualquier 
forma de discriminacida dtnica. Sugieio que ten* 
gamos en cuenta las palabias del prMideiM Chn> 
ton durante el reciente debate: “Nadie se favorecc 
al atacamos prrenn|imfmr los unos a los otrae... 
Elio no solttciona ningdo problema. NecesHamos 
estar en desacuerdo y conversar acerca del ftituro 
en una forma bonesta”. Por lo tanto es reprobable 
que alnien recurra a acusaciones de racismo 
como mrma de provocacidn con el propdsito de 
ofuscar los verdaderos asuntos que ataden al 
interds nacional.

Todos nosotros en la Junta admiramos el gran 
talento y la eneigia de lot cubanoamerKanos. Res- 
petamos y apoyamos a los periedistas de Radio y 
TV Marti que estin dedicadoa a mantener los mas 
altos niveles del periodismo. Tambidn reconoce- 
mos la importancia del sur de la Florida como 
fuente de informacidn acerca de Cuba. Radio 
Marti siempre ha tenido uiu gran presencia en 
Miami con numerosos empleadM antes de la reu- 
bicacidn.

En abril de este ado, el Congreso aprobd y el 
Presidente iinnd proyectos de leyes autorizaiKlo la 
relocalizacidn de Radio y TV Marti al sur de la 
Flonda. Tanto yo como mis colegas en la Junu 
estamos conqmtnetidoa a llevar a cabo el traslado 
de una manera edcaz y coo gastos minimos y lazo- 
nables. Como siempre. nuestra principal piioridad 
serd asegurar el cumplimiento de la misidn de pro- 
mover la democracia y libertad en Cuba.

DavM Burfce
Presidente de la Junta de Gobemadores de 

Transmisiones de Estados Unidos 
Washington, D.C.
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Funcionario desafi'a al 

Presidente Clinton y al 

Congreso en relacion 

con Radio y TV Marti
For ARIEL REMOS

El presidente de la Junu de g^^madores de la oncina de Trans* 
misiones Internacionales de EE.UU.. David Burke, desaiid al Pre­
sidente Bill Clinton y al Congreso. al oponerse al traslado de Radio 
y TV Marti para .\iiami en entrevista de la cadena .\6C. que se 
transmitid a toda la nacidn el lunes por la carde.

"Estoy convencido de que la credibilidad de Radio .Mani sera 
comprometida si se relocaliza en .Miami", dijo Burke al entresis- 
tador de la ABC. John Martin, en un segmento del noticiero de 
esa cadena televisiva.

Puentes de Washington han calificadoesta e.xpresion ae otensiva 
para la comunidad cuoano-americana. de la cual. dicen. tiene Burke 
pesima opinion.

En abril de este aAo el Congreso de EE.UU. aprobd y el Presidente 
Clinton firmd la Ley que autoriza el traslado de ambas emisoras 
para .Miami. El traslado ya se estd efectuando por etapas. La pri- 
mera fase de este proceso se cumplib con el trasiado del personal 
necesario para que Radio Marti pueda transmiiir desae las 5 de 
la madrugada hasta la 1 de la tarde, de lunes a vierr.es. desae .Miami.

El Presidente Clinton y la mayoria del Congreso han manifestado 
su apoyo a Radio y T\' Slarti. Las oficinas y estudios de la emisora 
ya estan instaladas en el area de Mianu. y a mediaaos del pro.ximo 
dfto. estara tambien en esta zona TV Marti, en (.umpiimiento de 
la voluntad bipartidista del Congreso y del Presidente Clinton.
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Cartas al Director

En defensa de 

David Burke: 

Carta de un 

miembro de la 

Junta de 

Gobernadores 

de Radiodifusion 

de los
Estados Unidos

Estimado Sr Aguirre:;

Como el miembro republicano mas anti- 
uo de la Junta de Gobernadores de Ra- 
iodifusion bipartidista nombrada por el 

Presidente, le escribo para aclarar ^ntos 
publicados en una serie de articulos recien- 
tes en DIARIO LAS AMERICAS, respon- 
diendo a las declaraciones publicas de nues- 
tro Presidente David Burke en reladbn con 
Radio V TV MartL (Fiadonario Gubema- 
mental Desafia al Presidente Clinton y al

Camacol critka declaraciones sobre Radio 
y TV Marti, 10/11/96; SALAD reacciona a 
declaraciones contra Radio y TV Marti, 
10/13/96)

-- David Burke no es ni "racists". ni un 
"maniaco de poder", ni tiene "una opinion 
muy baja de la comunidad cubanoame- 
ricana". Estas son acusaciones difama-

torias. escandaiosas y ofensivas para las 
que no hay cabida en una discusion de 
politics publica.

- David Burke y la Junta de Gobernadores 
no. repito no. han causado la multitud de 
controversias. alegaoiones o mala conducts 
admimstrativa. investigaciones del Inspec­
tor General, informes de la Ondna General 
de Conubilidad GAO. y quejas laboralesque 
rodean a la Oficina de Transmisiones a Cu­
ba de la USIA.

- David Burke y la Junta de Gobema- 
dores total y entusiastamente apoyan el 
propdsito y la misKdn de Radio y Tele­
vision Marti; promover la libertad y la 
democracia en Cuba.

-- David Burke y la Junta, sin embargo, 
tambien tienen una responsabilidad fiducia- 
ria ante el Congreso ae los EE.ITU. y los 
contribuyentes estadounidenses de asegu- 
rarse qw las transmisiones del gobie^ 
de los EE.UU. a Cuba "se llevan a cabo 
de acuerdo con las mas alias normas pro- 
fesionales de periodismo radial", de acuer­
do con la Ley de Radiodifusion Radial de 
1994 (PL. 108-236).

Sinceramente,

Tom Korologos
Junta de Gooernadores de Radiodifusion 
Washington, D C.
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Mas Canosa desmiente al 

programa 60 Minutes
Afirma que ‘ftie un hachazo 

contra TV y Radio Marti’
wCVKniUCOtZO 

14r a ftwim

EJ litler «k U Junta Pmid«ncial aotfc 
raunisioMS a Cuba. Jorfc Maa Caaoaa. ^ 
|6 d MgiBaMo 4d proinma 40 <a
cwal d ae ciiiicarM las opcracio«>q dc TV 

iaiil conM un psio ctcoivo dc foados. 
^ tabla quc oc proframa an uo 

•cbaio coain TV y lUdia Maitr, dijo 
tas. Era «m coaa iouIomoA aia balaaca. 
rcscaiaroo ins nnioacs eoaira TV Manl v 
4o a (Rolaodol Booacbca**.
Ca M sctmcModc dOldiMtin. insmiiido 
dominpa por la aadaaa CW. sc puso ca

4daitticiodcfliplaodcMfiias aiUottanas 
•ra ima ttwoq da TV Maiti. Moquea*
« aawtoulidadpordpobtanwdc
iba. f w aaaloaroo In postbks <
« Mvcnaa dd tmlado da la

aMMUTit. oru
Paita da las lAsuiaoooas V da 

los copteadoi da Radio Mani n 
tainsladaroo a Miami, v la ami- 
tors comaazo cl mas pasado a 
trasamr pane da to proframa- 
cioo desde cl tur da la Flonda. El 
iraslado data complauna pan 
rmalcs da ado. y ca 1997 daba 
comaaaar la mudaaaa da T%' 
Mani.

"Nuaca m ma coasuRd'*. diyo 
Burka. **Todo i*uc orpauado

.OwaatadproifaaM.dfyiacioaariolS>da» 
1 nspoosM ^ supcfvisar las tnsmisioaes 
Emadm Uaidos a Cuba akfd doc U oomu- 
lad cubaoa ayerca **iaOuaacta tmpropu" 
bra las trasmisioAcs de Radio y TV Mani. 
ro due se la ha impedido soiucioaar d pr^

Burke, nonbndo por d presidaaie 
J Ciimoa V tx ewevuvo de las cadaoas
<iCH>aas ABC v CBS. diyo du« d ha sido 
s«y laenaeau" ea oercer control sobre las 
uaoaas y d«t duedd senameaia preoev- 
<to cuajido d Cooffcso aprobd d iraslado 
WaahiafMa a Miami, a uo costo da V 

Oooea, na coasuitarie v sio realuar 
dteocus ooofresiooales.
"Le esenbi a vanes miarabros del Con-

Mas SOdwaa due no fuc asi. La 
JMMa da Ascsoramicaio Prasi- 
dcacial icaliao aodicacias pdbb- 
casco Washiafioo y Miami, a las 
cuales asisticroa personas due 
favoreciaa d iraslado y alfunos 
que sc opooiaa.

La dacuioo da trasladar Radio 
y TV Mani a Miami fuc apro- 
bada por d Confreso y ntificaoa 
por d presidaetc Ginioa.

se opooe". di)0 Mas. lobre 
Burka. "Es uo maaiaco dd pooar 
y ua racuu".

Ascfuro due los penodistas 
qua trabajaa ca Radio y TV 
Mani ao soa laflucaciados lada- 
bidamaaic por d simple beebo 
da trabcjar ea d sur de la Flonda. 
uaa rooa predomiaanieraeaie

Wasbiagoa. qua^d WnsMutm

Td Aviv. Ej absufdd". diio Mas 
"cs reaoospraaar a los panedo- 
Its cubanoamerKanos porqoa ao 
impona la ubicaaoa asorsAca. 
vaa a coonauar haetaado uaa 
labor imparciaJ'

El ^irasisia damocrau 
Oavid Skatts. da Colorado, cn- 
tico da Us tnimitioaai • Cuba, 
diyo qua los ooeinbunam cna- 
douaidcoscs oaa cmaindo mas 
da SlOO mUloacs aa TV Mini a 
pemr da qua'casi aadM lo va**

"aa uo cUsico pno de diocro'’. diio Skapi «Td pi»> 
inma. “ProbablatBaaia oadtc 
nuaca ha \itto uaa irasmision 
compicu'

Scfun Mas. lot culpabks we 
Bune y los detnaora da T\' 
.Mini qua ban asuocado U oidea 
^1 Coofreso y del pmidcote 
ciinion de cambiar Us trasmmo> 
nas da la emisora a UHF. lo que 
las pemiiina uasmitir ca 
m canaics y evuana qua Cuba 
Moquaara U sdUL 

"No Id vc u caaiidad da 
qua quistaramos. Lo vco ( 
minonas". diyo Mas. *'Es qua oo 
(icoen ei comproniiso pan hacer
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ABC World Naus Tonight

Patar Jannings(Anchor): Now, hera is regular Monday piece about 
your money.
A woman in Massachusetts told us yesterday, she was glad that we 
didn't say, "your money, your choice" anymore. She thought that 
she didn't have a choice in how the government spends it. 
Certainly, not in this case. The government has decided that it 
is going to move the headguartars of Radio and Television Marti 
from Washington to Miami. In this report tonight. ABC's John 
Martin raises the question of value, for dollars.

John Martin(reporting): They work for Radio and TV Marti, which 
spends 25 million tax dollars a year to bombard Fidel Castro's 
Cuba, with news, sports, talk, and music.
As a government operation, it has been based here in Washington 
since 1984. But last April, Congress quietly ordered it moved to 
Miami by next year. Relocating up to 220 employees at a cost of 
eight million dollars. Alberto Mora sits on its governing board. 
Is this worth spending eight million dollars for?

Alberto Mora (International Broadcasting Bureau)! Why not 
concentrate the operation in Miami and get it all closer to the 
action.

Martini Some fear it may be too close to the action, further 
damaging the operations credibility. TV Marti is jammed and 
never seen in Cuba. And moving to Miami will not change that. 
Taxpayers will simply continue paying 11.6 million dollars a year 
to beam signals from this blimp into thin air. Radio Marti is 
different. Cubans do listen. But staff members who oppose the 
move, say that Cubans will be more suspicious if it is based in 
Miami.

Richard Planas(Radio Marti): Marti, right now. is politicized
and then once in Miami, it will be politicized even more.

Martin: Some staff members worry that Fidel Castro will claim
that Radio Marti is too much under the thumb of Jorge Mas Canosa, 
Miami's most powerful Cuban exile politician and head of a 
foundation dedicated to Castro's overthrow.Miami’s Video Professionals



Martini Mas Canosa did not respond to our request for an 
intervieM. Neither did Texas senator. Phil Grahae, who wrote the 
amendment ordering the move. But David Burke, a former ABC News 
executive. who chairs Marti's qoverninq board said he wishes 
Congress had left the operation in Washington.

David Burke(International Broadcasting Bureau)!
that its credibility is put in great jeopardy 
Miami.

I'm convinced 
if it moves to

seems clear is that by 
sets itself up to lose a

relocating to Miami, 
propaganda fight with

Martini What 
Radio/TV Marti 
Castro.
If so, it will not only cost the agency its credibility, but 
eight million dollars to move it hear. It’s your money.
John Martin, ABC News, Miami.
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PROCEEDINGS

INTERVIEWER: (Inaudible) broadcast

{inaudible).

MR. BONACHEA: Well, in the Congress of the

United States (inaudible) Television Marti, it was 

stated that the mission of Radio and, later, TV Marti 

was to promote freedom and democracy in Cuba and to do 

so by providing the people of Cuba with news 

information that is (inaudible), objective, (inaudible) 

and that provides the people of Cuba with the 

information that the Castro government has denied to 

them since 1959.

This is a phenomenal service to the people of

Cuba and to the cause of democracy and freedom in the 

island.

If you consider that, since 1959, Castro took 

over all of the media outfits, where the radio, 

television, newspapers, and magazines were taken over 

by the Castro government, subsequently, after he had 

done that, during the decade of the I960s, by the 

1970s, he moved toward prohibiting the distribution of 

Latin American publications inside the island and, in
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listened to radio station inside Cuba.

INTERVIEWER: It's the most what?

MR. BONACHEA: The most listened to radio

station inside the island, and that the Castro 

government tries to compete with Radio Marti by even 

trying to improve their own radio programs which I 

would say is, most of the time, is rather boring, since

what they do is to produce the propaganda machinery of 

the Castro government.

In Radio Marti, the people of Cuba find a 

great diversity of opinions, a great diversity of 

approaches to many complex issues.

This, I think. Is the value of Radio Marti 

(inaudible) that it prepares the people of Cuba for the 

democratic transition that will come, and prepares them 

by Showing, in diversity of opinions, that democracy is 

a complex process and that any given issue is going to 

have different shades of interpretation, different 

opinions, and that, therefore, it is important that

they be exposed to the spectrum of political-economic 

opinions that is (inaudible).

interviewer, What is Che audience of
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Television Marti?

MR. BONACHEA: It is believed that - the most

recent studies that we have done estimate maybe 3 

percent of Che audience being able to tune in 

Television Marti, without any doubt chat the Castro 

government has been able to jam, more or less 

effectively, the signal of Television Marti by pouring

into this effort probably literally millions of 

dollars.

I think the people of Cuba know of this. They 

know of the lengths that the Castro government will go 

CO to prevent them from receiving objeccive news

information about what is going on outside Cuba and 

inside the island.

I think that the jamming of Television Marti 

is one of the greatest examples of the type of 

dictatorship that we are dealing with, obsessed with 

disallowing the people of Cuba from gaining news 

information, simply because they want to have a total

control and a total monopoly of the information chat 

reaches Cuba.

INTERVIEWER: We've been told by people in
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Washington that virtually nobody sees TV Marti

MR. BONACHEA: You know, we have -- know

that the jamming, like I said, has been fairly

effective but, at the same time, we have reports that,

sporadically, the signal of Television Marti enters

(inaudible) parts of the island. That brings the

Castro government immediately to mobilise the jammers

from one place to another in order to block the signal 

again.

So yes, we do not contest that, whereas it has 

been very difficult for him to jam Radio Marti, he has 

been fairly successful in depriving the people of Cuba 

from gaining access to the TV signal.

interviewer: How much does Castro spend to

jam Radio Marti?

MR. BONACHEA: It is --

interviewer: l-m sorry. Let me add, how much

money does it cost Castro to jam Television Marti?

MR. BONACHEA: It is -- I think it would be

difficult for me to say, you know. I have heard that 

it ranges from $100 million all the way to maybe 5, $ 

hundred million dollars per year, in building the

Diversified Heportinq Services, Inc.
1025 VERMONT AVENUE. N.W. SUITE 1250 

WASHINGTON, O.C. 20005
____  (202) 296-2929



jammers, maintaining the te-hnological equipments that 

are required.

But this is the type of information that maybe 

technicians :would be more (inaudible) to be able to say 

exactly what is the cost in energy, petroleum, that 

that is costing the Castro government to maintain these 

things.

INTERVIEWER: $100 million?

MR. BONACHEA: I wouldn't be surprised that it 

costs him that much. You know, we lear that he has 

many Russian-made helicopters, equipped with jammers, 

that fly continuously, with the cost of fuel, trying to 

look for the signal of TV Marti in orcier to jam the 

signal.

INTERVIEWER: This comes as no surprise to

you. There is some criticism in Washingcon, and there 

have been criticisms by some advisory boards about the 

amount of money that's being spent on TV Marti. And 

the question is, why spend millions and mi_lions of 

dollars every year broadcasting a program t.iat nobody 

in Cuba can see?

(Interruption to the proceedings.)
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INTERVIEWER: Hold it just a second.

(A recess was taken.)

INTERVIEWER: Okay. Are we rolling?

A BARTICIPANT: Yeah, we're on.

INTERVIEWER: Now, first of all, let me ask

you, how much money does it cost for the government to 

fund Radio and TV Marti?

MR. BONACHEA: You are talking about $22

million per year, about $11 million for Radio, $11 

million for Television Marti.

INTERVIEWER: Why spend $11 million

broadcasting TV Marti when nobody in Cuba, or virtually 

no one in Cuba, can see it?

MR. BONACHEA: Let me say, first of all, that

Radio and Television Marti have had very strong support 

from the American public, the American people, from the 

United States Congress, and from three consecutive 

Presidents.

The support of Radio and Television Marti 

within Congress, as you know, is a bipartisan support 

from both the Democratic and the Republican parties, 

and it has been a support that has been given to us
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each year by very large margins of supports in both the 

House and the Senate.

Those of us who work in Radio and Television 

Marti are grateful for that type of support. We 

believe that Radio and Television Marti are essential 

to the promotion of freedom and democracy in Cuba.

I realize that, when we (inaudible) ourselves 

with the question that Television Marti does not reach 

as large an audience as we would like for it to reach -

But the critics say it doesn'tINTERVIEWER: 

each anybody.

MR. BONACHEA: Like I said, it's a small

percentage that we feel that we are reaching, not large 

enough. We continuously try to reach more people, to 

fulfill our congressional mandate of delivering the 

information to the people of Cuba.

But I always say that, through the 40 years 

that the Communist Party in the Soviet Union and the 

Eastern European countries oppressed the peoples of 

those countries, the United States Congress, the 

American public, and the Presidents of the United

Diversified Reportinq Services, Inc.
1025 VERMONT AVENUE. N.W, SUITE 1250 

WASHINGTON. D.C. 20005 
(202) 296-2929



States had the great wisdom for supporting Voice of 

America, Radio Free Europe, and Radio Liberty, in spite 

of the jamming of those communist countries against 

those three ;major networks.

Today we know, in the retrospect of history, 

that Voice of America, Radio Free Europe, and Radio 

Liberty played a very important role in promoting 

freedom and democracy in all of those former communist 

countries, even though the Soviets never gave up their 

efforts at jamming their operations.

(Inaudible) faced with the same situation in 

Cuba, when it comes to Television Marti. It may be 

that Castro can be successful here and there and 

jamming the signal, but the truth of the matter remains 

that the people of Cuba are entitled to receive the 

information, that the United Nations Charter of Human 

Rights mandates that no government should prevent their 

people from obtaining free, objective, and (inaudible) 

information.

And, as we know, in light of the recent crises 

that we have had with Castro, the Castro government, 

that continues to be highly unpredictable, everything

Diversified Heportinq Services, Inc.
1025 VERMONT AVENUE, N.W. SUITE 1250 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005 
(202) 296-2929



that we can do to deliver information to the people of 

Cuba, even if it's very small, is going to serve a 

useful purpose to serve the national interest of the 

United States of America.

INTERVIEWER: I would agree, Dr. Bonachea, I

would agree that the people of Cuba are entitled to the 

information. But they can't get the information, 

because Castro is jamming the signal.

MR. BONACHEA: But I say to you. Voice of

America's audience, in many of the services, reaches 7 

or 8 percent. According to our studies, we reach about 

3 to 4 percent. The difference, I think, between the 

regular services of VOA in terms of audience and what 

Television Marti does is, in my opinion, not that 

-- not that great a difference.

And, mind you, I am not saying that -- I 

continuously, with all of the people who work with 

Television Marti, we are constantly trying to see how 

we can reach a wider amount of people.

But I do believe that the important thing for 

us to remember is that both Radio and Television Marti, 

including Television Marti, we serve the cause of
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freedom and democracy by trying to deliver the 

information to the people of Cuba.

And again, like in the former Soviet Union, 

the American people, the President, and the United 

States Congress did not give up their support of Voice 

of America just because, at one point or another, the 

dictators of those countries were being more or less 

successful in jamming those signals.

INTERVIEWER: What would happen, what would

happen if the United States Congress shut off funding 

for TV Marti?

MR. BONACHEA: Well, I believe that, you know,

like everything else, we live in a great democracy. 

Television and Radio Marti, like many other issues of 

importance, have been part of a continuing debate 

inside the Congress, in the media, in other areas. The 

debate continues, as you know.

But I would say that, if the funding for 

Television Marti was taken away, I do believe that will 

relieve Castro of a certain amount of pressure that we 

exercise by trying to deliver that information to the 

people of Cuba, and will give something to Castro

Diversified Hepartinq Services, Inc.
1025 VERMONT AVENUE, N.W. SUITE 1250 

WASHINGTON. D.C. 20005 
(202) 296-2929



while, on the other hand, it sort of would be like 

rewarding Castro's efforts at trying to prevent the 

people of Cuba from receiving the information.

INTERVIEWER: Propaganda victory?

MR. BONACHEA: It would be, to a certain

deg-ee, yes, a propaganda victory for Castro, though I 

thin.: that that should not drive our argument, because 

I rea ly think that, when you look at the operation of 

Radio nd Television Marti, I am more concerned -- I am 

less co..cerned about what Castro may or may not think 

is a pro aganda victory, and I am more concerned about 

serving t.e national interests of the United States in 

our cause f promoting freedom and democracy in the 

island, and television, I think can play, will play as 

important a ole as Radio Marti.

INTE.'VIEWER: You could make the argument that

Castro doesn't even need to jam the signal of Radio 

Marti because o. the problems, the technological 

problems, with t. a blimps. We're told that it's 

nonoperational.

A PARTICI ANT: You might want to re-ask that.

You said Radio Mart . You mean Television Marti.
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INTERVIEWER: Okay. I'm sorry. We're told

thau you could make the argument that Castro doesn't 

even need to -- you could make the argument that Castro 

doesn't even have to jam the signal of TV Marti. We're 

told tnat the blimp is nonoperational about 45 percent 

of the time.

MR. BONACHEA: No, that is a false allegation

completely. The aerostat (phonetic) that was developed 

by American scientists for this particular project is, 

in my opinion, a tribute to American science, American 

technology. We have no doubt that the quality of the 

signal that enters the coast of Cuba is an A-quality 

type of television signal.

Now, ,:nce it gets inside, that's where the 

jammers are in, in order to block the signal. What is 

is that thei'e is maybe about 15, 20 percent of 

times that we are not able to complete the entire 

broadcast because of weather conditions. It has 

nothing to do with cechnological reasons, but with 

weather conditions.

As you know, in the part that the aerostat is 

located at, the (inaudible) north of Key west, during
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certain times of the year, there are heavy rains and, 

therefore, we have to be very careful and, when we are 

told that we should lower the aerostat to protect the

integrity of the aerostat, we, of course, immediately 

do so.

INTERVIEWER: So it's not out of commission 45

percent of the time?

MR. BONACHEA: No, absolutely not.

INTERVIEWER: What do your listenership

surveys for Radio Marti tell you?

MR. BONACHEA; That we are in an audience that 

is around 70 percent. Sixty-five, 70 percent of the 

people of Cuba tunes in regularly to Radio Marti. This 

is -- this type of audience places Radio Marti as the 

most successful service of international broadcasting 

of the United States government.

But, in addition to that, it places Radio

the most listened to radio station inside

Cuba .

INTERVIEWER: More listened to than the radio

stations in Miami?

MR. BONACHEA: More listened to, in my
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opinion, than their own radio stations, like Radio 

Travelte (phonetic) and Radio Congress (phonetic)

Let me say that, for whatever the reasons, the 

Castro government does not make an effort, a sustained 

effort, at jamming the radio broadcasts that come from 

the city of Miami. They do make a great effort at 

jamming the broadcasts of Radio Marti.

INTERVIEWER: How do you explain this Gallup

poll that was done -- and many people think it's the 

most accurate survey of listenership in Cuba -- that 

puts the audience for Radio Marti at about 16 percent 

of the population?

MR. BONACHEA: No, I believe that that

(inaudible) poll was completely flawed, and the main 

reason why it was flawed, as I am sure --

INTERVIEWER: Flawed?

MR. BONACHEA: Deeply flawed. — the main

reason why it was flawed, in my opinion, as I am sure 

the people who conducted the poll will acknowledge, is 

that, within hours after they began to interview people 

in Cuba as to what radio stations they were tuning in, 

the Secret Police of Castro began to arrest the same
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people that the Gallup poll was interviewing.

In my opinion, that plays a complete 

(inaudible), as you can imagine, as to the responses 

that the Cuban people were going to give to these 

interviewers.

I do want to say that we of Radio Marti would 

very much like to be able to bring into Cuba 

professional, scientific polling organizations that 

could receive all the guarantees necessary for them to 

undertake that type of polling, but I assure you that 

the Castro government will never allow that, because 

the government knows that Radio Marti is the most 

listened to radio station inside the island of Cuba.

INTERVIEWER: Even more popular than the

commercial stations from Miami?

MR. BONACHEA: Well, you know, I truly cannot

say. I would say that, yes, that we are more popular, 

that we are more listened to. And, for whatever the 

reason, like I have said, the Castro government tries 

to continuously jam but, on the other hand, the jamming 

of the radio station in Miami are not as sustained as 

it is against Radio Marti.
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INTERVIEWER: You know Dr. Christian

(phonetic) (inaudible)?

MR. BONACHEA: Yes.

INTERVIEWER: Your former director of

audience research?

MR. BONACHEA: Yes.

INTERVIEWER: She said in -- she swore, in two

affidavits, that virtually no one listened to 

Television Marti, that studies were conducted and that 

virtually no one listened to TV Marti, and that the 

audience for Radio Marti was falling off sharply. What 

is your reaction to that?

MR. BONACHEA: Well, I believe that first of

all, the allegations are completely false. I think 

that something like that would have to be placed in its 

proper context. I have already provided to several of 

the people who have been investigating the information 

that is available to me as the acting director of the 

Office of Cuba Broadcasting.

I think the main thing to keep always in mind 

is that audience studies always have to be placed in 

the context. If you have a declining audience, what
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may be the causes for the declining audience?

Is it poor programming? Well, in my opinion, 

the programming of Radio Marti is excellent, which is 

the reason why the Castro government continuously tries 

to jam us. If the programming of Radio Marti was not 

any good, Castro would not even have to bother because, 

you know, in radio, all the listener has to do is to 

tune us in or tune us out.

As a result, I believe that, when it comes to, 

you know, people say, well, "The audience of Radio 

Marti declines," well, yes, maybe it did; maybe it had 

to do because of the electrical blackouts that the 

people of Cuba are experiencing, the intense jamming in 

certain months of the year. It could be related to 

many different things.

One of our audience studies done by Dr.

Jeffers (phonetic) (inaudible), as I arrived to Radio 

and Television Marti, indicated that the audience of

Radio Marti was about 95 percent inside the island of 

Cuba.

Well, myself, even though I always distribute 

whatever information is given to me, I did tell Dr.
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Jeffers that I did not believe that Radio Marti had an 

audience of 95 percent, because I do not believe that 

the BBC of London has an audience, a 95 percent 

audience, in London; so I found it difficult to believe 

that Radio Marti has a 95 percent listenership.

But I say this also with the (inaudible) that 

the important thing, in my opinion, was always to 

enhance our methodology for these types of studies, so 

that we who are involved in radio and television can 

have a poll for the audience, because that is the best 

way that we can compete with the radio stations inside 

Cuba .

INTERVIEWER; Dr. Jeffers says, when she came 

to you with the two reports, that you killed the 

messenger, that you relieved her of her duties. True?

MR. BONACHEA: False.

INTERVIEWER: Not true?

MR. BONACHEA: Well, you have to place that in

the proper context. Dr. Jeffers and the Office of 

Audience Research was transferred to the Office of 

Audience Research at the United States Information 

Agency. That transfer has absolutely nothing to do
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with whatever audience study Dr. Jeffers may have 

produced.

In fact, I remember that when I and Director 

Navarro (inaudible) discussed this particular issue, 

one of the things that we discussed was, in the type of 

operation that we run, if we say that the audience of 

Television Marti or Radio Marti is X, there is always 

going to be somebody who says, "No, it is not X, it is 

B." And, if we say that it is B, they're going to say 

that it's A.

So, what we thought that made sense was, well, 

in large -- to a degree, the fact that Dr. Jeffers 

produces those studies inside the operation, inside 

Radio and TV Marti, that also opens up for critics to

say, "Yeah, but you're producing the audience research 

inside the house."

So what we decided that would make sense was 

to transfer Dr. Jeffers and the function of audience 

research to the Office of Audience Research of the 

United States Information Agency, completely 

independent from Radio and Television Marti, so that 

she and the people of USIA could undertake whatever
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audience research they did, and that at least it would 

have the (inaudible) of being completely independent 

from Radio and Television Marti. I think that that was 

a good decision.

INTERVIEWER: I don't think that -- I don't

think that Dr. Jeffers sees it that way. she says that 

you told her personally -- she says this in a sworn 

affidavit -- that you told her not to release the 

reports and that you personally delayed the releasing 

of the audience survey studies for two-and-a-half 

years.

MR. BONACHEA: That is completely false

allegations. A lot of information that I have provided 

the people who have been looking into those 

allegations, I am convinced that, at the end. Radio and 

Television Marti will be completely exonerated from 

those false allegations.

I think that it is in the best interests of 

Radio and Television Marti to know exactly what is the 

type of audience that we have.

And, just as I have said that we acknowledge 

that the audience of Radio Marti is fairly large, that
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the audience of Television Marti suffers from jamming 

of the Castro dictatorship, I believe that it is always 

in the best interests of what we're trying to do to 

know accurately what is the audience.

And I am very pleased, by the way, by the work 

that the Office of Audience Research of the USIA has 

been doing.

INTERVIEWER: What about the Inspector

General's Office of USIA, that's been conducting an 

investigation, for several years? Have they 

interviewed you?

MR. BONACHEA: First of all, I'm very glad

that the Congress decided to close down the Office of 

Inspector General of the USIA and to transfer all of 

the personnel to the Office of Inspector General at the 

State Department.

INTERVIEWER: Why are you glad?

MR. BONACHEA: Because I believe that the

investigation that the inspector general of USIA was 

conducting became politicized, was out of control.

And, when you have an office of an inspector 

general out of control, that can be very threatening to
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the civil rights of many different employees, 

considering that the inspector general operates in an 

autonomous and an independent manner from the director 

of the agency.

INTERVIEWER: You think it was politically

motivated?

MR. BONACHEA: I believe that, in fact, that

the investigation, in large measure, had become 

politicized, and that's why I was delighted when I 

heard that the Office of Inspector General had been 

closed down and that everyone had been mandated to 

transfer immediately to the Office of the IG of the 

State Department.

I have been - -

INTERVIEWER: So you were happy that they

closed them down?

MR. BONACHEA: That's right. I was very

pleased to hear about (inaudible) --

INTERVIEWER: Did away with the office?

MR. BONACHEA: Yes. I was very pleased to

hear that the Congress had decided and that the 

President had approved to close down that particular
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operation and place it under the jurisdiction of the IG 

of the State Department.

I want to say (inaudible) that I have found 

very professional the people of the -- the employees, 

the colleagues that work in the Office of Inspector 

General at the State Department. They seem to be top 

professionals, very objective, and certainly I believe 

people who are (inaudible) by (inaudible).

INTERVIEWER: Let's change tapes.

(Interruption to the proceedings, for a tape

change.)

INTERVIEWER: You said that you were glad to

see the Inspector General's Office eliminated. We 

spoke yesterday with David (inaudible). You know David 

Burgess (phonetic)?

MR. BONACHEA: Yes.

INTERVIEWER: He said that the whole purpose

of Radio Marti is to try and counteract freedom of 

speech, the lack of freedom of speech in Cuba and, yet, 

there is almost no freedom of speech at Radio Marti.

Here you have a situation where an inspector 

general conducts an investigation and the Inspector
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General's Office that's conducting it is eliminated in 

the budget. Some people say that's just another 

example of the political clout and the lengths that the 

exile community and Radio Marti will go to --

MR. BONACHEA: Please, let's be fair. You

know, in Radio Marti and Television Marti, any employee 

can express whatever opinions they would like to 

express. And the fact of the matter is that, by 

judging by the proliferation of opinions that the 

employees express to the media continuously, it's an 

indication that we support whatever opinions they want 

to express.

Obviously, the opinions that they express, in 

the case of three or four employees, will have to be 

substantiated. And, like I have said on different 

occasions, depending on what the allegations are, if 

the allegations happen to be true, I, for one, will 

(inaudible). Well, if this allegation be true, then 

let s see what we have to do to correct it. But so 

far, I have to see allegations that are true.

And, as far as them expressing personal 

opinions, of course, they can express whatever opinions
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they want. And, as far as what you have said about the 

(inaudible) in the Cuban-American community and lack of 

freedom of expression, I think that that's an unfair 

characterization of the Cuban-American community.

We have come to this country, since 1959, 

because we are firm supporters of freedom of expression 

and democracy, which is what Castro took away from all 

Cubans in the island in 1959.

And I believe that the large majorities of 

Cuban-Americans have those principles very much 

engraved in their hearts, because (inaudible) they 

continue to do is precisely for freedom of expression, 

and certainly, those of us who work in Radio and 

Television Marti have had foremost in our mind, and we 

try to be an example, by (inaudible) behaviors that we 

have daily in our own operation.

INTERVIEWER: You say that everyone has

the -- that everyone is free to speak their mind. But 

four of your research (inaudible) claim that their 

positions were done away with after they criticized the 

content and objectivity of some of the Radio Marti 

broadcasts.
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MR. BONACHEA: And that's a false allegation

again. This -- and this is very difficult, very 

difficult, because when President Clinton was elected 

in November ;of 1992, it was very clear to many of us 

that the federal government was going to do a 

considerable effort at downsizing.

By 1994, it was very clear that Vice President 

Gore and President Clinton were mandating all of the 

United States government to do whatever we could to 

downsize the operation.

Let me indicate to you that, in terms of 

downsizing, between November of 1992 and September of 

1995, Radio and Television Marti reduced their budgets 

by 33 percent. Since September, '95, we have reduced 

it by an additional 9 percent, for a total of 44 

percent in reductions in our budget.

When it comes to this particular group of 

analysts, it's unfortunate that the appointee of 

President Clinton, Richard Loeb (phonetic), when he 

assessed the entire operation, and when he began to 

develop his plan for downsizing, he concluded that the 

analytical section was not essential to the operation
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of Radio and Television Marti.

And let me say that I, as his deputy, agreed 

with Director Loeb at the time, and continue to agree, 

that is not :essential. In fact, I believe that we are 

wasting half of a million dollars per year of 

taxpayers' monies, as long as we do not proceed with 

our downsizing of Radio and Television Marti.

INTERVIEWER; After reading -- excuse 

me -- after reading the inspector general's report and 

reading some of these studies that have been done, it 

seems like the people that always get eliminated in 

bureaucratic economies, or downsized, are people who 

tend to be critical of Television and Radio Marti and 

of Jorge Mas Canosa.

MR. BONACHEA: That's a false allegation,

absolutely. Let me say that Mr. Mas Canosa received 

the same treatment in Radio and Television Marti as any 

other person that is generating news in Radio and 

Television Marti.

The administration of Radio and Television 

^^^ti acts as a firewall concerning our job duties and 

(inaudible), so that they can do their job, apply their

Diversified Heportinq Services, Inc.
1025 VERMONT AVENUE, N.W. SUITE 1250 

WASHINGTON. D.C. 20005 
(202) 296-2929



own journalistic criteria, using the most high 

standards of journalism, and provide coverage to 

whoever is generating news. That can be Mr. Mas 

Canosa, it can be Carlo Alberto Montaner (phonetic), 

Gutierrez Minoyu (phonetic).

The entire spectrum, from left to right, as 

long as they are generating news, they are going to 

receive coverage from our journalists.

INTERVIEWER: Where does this perception come

from, that TV Marti and Radio Marti are very vindictive 

when people come out and express opinions that are 

contrary to some of the people running it? Where does 

that perception come from?

MR. BONACHEA: You know, some of these people

are ideological enemies of Mr. Mas Canosa, (inaudible) 

ideological enemies of Gutierrez Minoyu. So that when 

(inaudible) are talking on the vast spectrum of ethnic 

positions and political factions, one group or another, 

outside or inside of Radio Marti and Television Marti, 

may use one particular argument or another against a 

particular individual that has problems.

I think that I have said that (inaudible) of
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what I ha--e to deal with as the director of Radio 

Marti. Bu., to me, the important thing is that the 

journalists are protected, that they continue to do the 

work, to ser-ice the people of Cuba, following the 

highest stand., rds of Voice of America.

INTER'^IEWER; You talked about a half a 

million dollars that you would like to cut from the 

budget. You tal. ed about all the economies that have 

been made. How mvch is it going to cost to move Radio 

and Television Mar.i to Miami?

MR. BONACHRA: Yes. Let me say first that the

reinventing" plan tlat Director Loeb, the appointee of 

President Clinton, the plan that he developed involved 

the downsizing of about $4 million, involved about 20 

employees. _t was the beginning of the 

downsizing because, as ..e anticipated, these first 20 

were going to be followe : by even more reductions and 

more cuts in personnel.

And, out of those $4 million, about half of a 

million dollars had to do with the analytical 

(inaudible) that I mentioned.

Now, when it comes to the relocation of Radio
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and Television Marti to southern Florida, we estimate, 

or the GSA, who did the study, the General Services 

Administration, estimated that there will be 

expenditures of about $7-1/2 million for relocating and 

that they also projected that there would be savings 

around $4-1/2 million per year, annually.

So we do believe that the relocation of the 

operation to southern Florida will result again in 

substantial savings to the American taxpayers, and I 

think that that, in our judgment, would be a good 

thing, as we continue to downsize and try to tighten 

our belt as much as possible.

INTERVIEWER: So you're saying the move is

-- you're saying the move is being made because of 

budgetary consideration? It's cheaper to operate out 

of Miami than out of Washington?

MR. BONACHEA: Yes, (inaudible) that it will

be cheaper operating from southern Florida than from 

Washington.

And I think the budget consideration, yes, 

certainly was a factor, because whenever we can move in 

the direction of saving, like in this case we project
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around $4-1/2 million annually on taxpayers' 

contributions, I do believe that we have the obligation 

to do everything that we can to make true those budget 

reductions. ;

But I also believe that there will be 

programmatic benefits to being -- to having the entire 

operation located in southern Florida. Southern 

Florida, without doubt, contains probably the largest 

(inaudible) of human resources concerning Cuba anywhere 

in the United States, and we hope to be able to utilize 

that type of (inaudible).

We have many universities in this area that 

specialize in the Cuban situation, and we might be 

calling upon some of those, especially every now and 

then, to participate in our programming.

And, in addition to that, and maybe most 

important, as far as benefitting the programming of 

Radio and Television Marti, there is a constant flow of 

(inaudible) from (inaudible) that travel to Cuba, that 

come through Miami, that provide those new insights and 

new vision, new information to our journalists, as well 

as the daily access to recent arrivals from Cuba.
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I think that all of that will be important to 

Radio and Television Marti since, as you know, we are 

(inaudible) broadcasting. We are supposed to be 

immersed in;what is going on in Cuba, so that we can 

provide the people of Cuba not only information about 

the outside, but also information about inside Cuba 

that is denied to them by the Castro government.

INTERVIEWER: You know, the perception is that

-- the perception is that it's being done to -- the 

perception is it's being done as a political favor to 

the Cuban exile community, and that Radio Marti, David 

Burke (phonetic) told us the other day that -- David 

Burke told us the other day that this is a case where 

you've got local, very powerful, being the Cuban exile 

community, which has sort of hijacked a public, 

government institution for its own purposes.

How do you respond to that?

MR. BONACHEA: That is totally false. Radio

and Television Marti abides by the highest standards of 

Voice of America.

And, like I always say, have you listen to 

Radio Marti lately? Have you tuned Radio Marti, so
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then you can make your own independent judgment about 

the high standards of journalism that our journalists 

produce about the diversity of opinion, about the great 

amount of objective, balanced, and comprehensive 

information that we provide to the people of Cuba.

If you tune Radio Marti, I am sure that you 

will come out impressed by the quality of our 

broadcasts and by the dedication and the professional 

integrity of all of our writers and all of our 

j ournalists.

Has Radio Marti been hijacked by the Cuban 

That's absolutely nonsense. All of us who work 

for Radio and Television Marti work for the United 

States government, and we feel greatly honored to be 

able to work for the federal government.

As federal employees, whether it's a writer, a 

j 1 ist, or the director of the operation, we have

the obligation to see that the regulations are 

implemented and that all of the journalistic standards 

of ^oice of America are followed to the letter. And, 

as I sit here today, I am completely satisfied that 

that is the case.
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Has the decision to relocate Radio and 

Television Marti to southern Florida, has that decision 

been done for political consideration? I personally do 

not believe ;that.

The considerations for relocating Radio and 

Television Marti to southern Florida began five- 

and-a-half years ago under the administration of 

President Bush. At that time, there was discussion 

into it. We began to generate studies to determine 

whether it would be good, whether it could be feasible 

to relocate Television and Radio Marti to southern 

Florida.

Already, under the Administration of Bush, I 

think that the consensus was that, yes, it was going to 

be beneficial to both the operation over here and, over 

the past three-and-a-half years, I think that that 

consensus has increased substantially, which is the 

reason why I think that, finally, the Congress and the 

President approved the move of this operation to 

southern Florida.

INTERVIEWER: There have been people -- I

mean, there are leaders in the exile community who

Diversified Reportinq Services, Inc.
1025 VERMONT AVENUE. N.W. SUITE 1250 

WASHINGTON. D.C. 20005 
(202) 296-2929



think it's a bad decision, who say that -- and some of 

them, former political prisoners -- who say, "Look, 

you're going to destroy the credibility of Radio Marti 

if you move ;it to Miami and it is perceived in Havana 

and the rest of the island as being a mouthpiece for 

the exile community (inaudible)."

MR. BONACHEA: Let me say that keep in mind

that Radio Free Europe and Radio Liberty broadcast for 

many, many years from Munich, Germany. Radio Free 

Europe and Radio Liberty also became the subject of 

similar accusations: "If you locate the operation

there, the ethnic European groups are going to come and 

take over the radio station. You should not do it."

(Inaudible) Radio Free Europe and Radio 

Liberty, as it was expected, had to abide by the 

regulations, by the editorial guidelines that 

(inaudible).

The same applies to Radio and Television 

Marti. Whether we're in Washington, D.C. or Union 

City, New Jersey, or Miami, Florida, we will continue 

-o abide, as we always have, by high journalistic 

s andards established by Voice of America and by the
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Office of (inaudible) Broadcasting, and I have no doubt 

that the journalists of Radio and Television Marti will 

continue to do their work here with the same 

journalistic integrity as they always have done 

(inaudible).

INTERVIEWER: But why would these former

political prisoners say that it's going to destroy the 

credibility of Radio Marti if you move it to Miami? 

They're certainly not pro-Castro. They spent decades 

in his jails.

MR. BONACHEAi Absolutely. And certainly, in 

the democratic process, we all have our own differing 

opinions. We have our own vision. i myself have

discussed the pros and the cons of the relocation with 

many of these.

I do not know whether we have spoken to the 

same people. But I have spoken to some, not many, but 

some who, in fact, have raised some honest, legitimate 

questions concerning the relocation.

But I think that those concerns have been 

substantially deminished, as I have explained to them, 

and they participate over here continuously in Radio
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and Television Marti, the fact that, regardless of 

whether Radio and Television Marti would continue to 

implement the editorial guidelines, like we always 

have .

INTERVIEWER: Well, some people would say that

you haven't always. And there are -- and I'm sure you 

are aware of some of the statements that have come out, 

some of the sworn statements that have been made.

MR. BONACHEA: I still have to see one of

those allegations that I can agree that they are true 

because, as far as I'm concerned, all of those type of 

allegations about broadcasts that may not have followed 

high journalistic standards, the ones I have seen, I 

have had to provide information that would show that 

those allegations are completely false.

Mind you, this is not to say that we who 

broadcast 24 hours a day, Monday through Sunday, do not 

make mistakes every now and then. 60 Minutes makes 

mistakes. So do we.

INTERVIEWER: Oh, we never make mistakes.

MR. BONACHEA: Well, I would like to say

sometimes that, but I have to admit that we make
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mistakes and, when we do, we try then to correct them.

INTERVIEWER: I want to ask you about Jorge

Mas Canosa. How much influence does Jorge Mas Canosa 

have with Radio Marti and TV Marti?

MR. BONACHEA: I would prefer that you would

not ask me about Mr. Mas Canosa but, since you have 

asked me, let me say that the influence that Mas Canosa 

exercises in Radio and Television Marti is zero -- none 

-- in terms of our daily operations, in terms of our 

editorial lines, in terms of what we put on the news or 

what we don't put on the news.

I have always told the administrators and the 

journalistic in the Department of News and Programs 

that what we expect from them is to apply, across-the- 

board, to everybody, the editorial guidelines, the 

criteria as to who is generating news, who is not 

generating news.

If you are, regardless or whether a Mas 

Canosa, Montaner (phonetic), Ricardo Ofin (phonetic), 

who is another prominent Cuban American, you will 

receive coverage. Other than that, I can assure you 

that Mr. Mas Canosa is treated by our people in Radio
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and Television Marti like they treat everybody else.

To that, let me also add that, whatever you 

could say that would come under the (inaudible) of 

recommendations, that has to come through the 

Presidential Advisory Board and, of course, the 

Presidential Advisory Board that Mr. Mas Canosa chairs, 

they meet several times a year. They record their 

deliberations and they put in writing whatever 

recommendations they make to Radio and TV Marti.

Once we receive the recommendations, we 

channel them to Voice of America and to the United 

Information Agency and, after discussion of 

those recommendations, if we decide that they are good, 

they are implemented and, if we decide that they are 

not appropriate, then they are not implemented.

And let me add, in that regard, that the 

service that the members of the Presidential Advisory 

Board for (inaudible) Broadcasting, the service that 

they have given Radio and Television Marti has been 

important and it is well appreciated by all of us who 

work in Radio and TV Marti.

INTERVIEWER: So you're saying he has zero
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influence?

MR. BONACHEA: Yes, absolutely.

INTERVIEWER; That's not what Bruce Sherman 

(phonetic) said, your former deputy director.

MR. BONACHEA: Mr. Sherman is possibly an

ideological enemy of Mr. Mas Canosa --

INTERVIEWER: He says that Jorge Mas Canosa

used to call and complain about the programs, want to 

put more conservative commentators on.

MR. BONACHEA; (Inaudible).

INTERVIEWER: Exercised veto power over —

MR. BONACHEA: False allegation.

INTERVIEWER: -- certain employees being

hired.

MR. BONACHEA: Absolutely false allegations.

And let me say that I have provided whatever 

appropriate information I needed to provide to the 

appropriate persons in the federal government. That is 

completely untrue.

INTERVIEWER: I want to tell you -- I want to

just run Mr. Sherman's sworn testimony by you on the 

hiring of a news director.
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He says, a few years back, you rejected a 

couple of qualified candidates and said that you -- you 

said that you had to run all of the candidates past 

Miami --

MR. BONACHEA: (Inaudible) .

INTERVIEWER: -- the people in Miami.

MR. BONACHEA: Totally false. That's a lie.

INTERVIEWER: You never said that?

MR. BONACHEA: Absolutely not. Whatever we do

in terms of hiring at Radio and Television Marti is 

handled by the Office of Personnel and following 

federal regulations. That is absolutely untrue.

INTERVIEWER: He said that Miami threw out a

couple of the best candidates.

MR. BONACHEA: That is absolutely false.

INTERVIEWER: He said the exile community in

Miami threw out a couple of the best candidates and

recommended that, instead, someone be hired who didn't 

even speak English.

MR. BONACHEA: Well, first, I do not know who

are the candidates that he is talking about (inaudible)

I do believe that several people applied for the
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position when it was appropriately advertised and 

(inaudible) announced. But, at the end, you let the 

chips fall where they may.

Regardless of who the candidates are, they are 

measured against the qualifications, the criteria for 

hiring, and that's the way that we have operated at all 

times in Radio and Television Marti.

INTERVIEWER; Why did you --

MR. BONACHEA: Now, when it comes to the

director of (inaudible) that doesn't spea)c English, who 

allegedly doesn't speak English, let me say that that 

was one of the conclusions of the inspector general of 

USIA though, on the other hand, no one ever came to 

talk to that person to determine whether he spoke 

English or didn't speak English, or how fluent he was 

in the language.

That indicates, to me at least, the accuracy 

by which those type of investigations were being 

conducted. To reach a conclusion that you do not speak 

Spanish but, on the other hand, I never come to ask you 

whether you speak Spanish is not a very fair type of 

approach.
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INTERVIEWER: I believe there was testimony

about somebody having to help this gentleman fill out 

his application and answer questions, because he didn't 

speak English, during the interviewing process.

MR. BONACHEA: Well, I don't know. I don't

recollect that.

INTERVIEWER: And the job says -- I mean, I 

think It stipulates in the description for the job that 

the person has to speak English.

MR. BONACHEA: Well, there was a -- there is

also this under scrutiny right now because, according 

to the person, the director of news, the application 

that he was given required only Spanish fluency.

Obviously, when you have an operation, as we 

do, in which everything is 100 percent Spanish, I, too, 

believe that what we're looking for is someone that is 

totally and completely fluent in the Spanish language. 

So, if you were to ask this gentleman, he would tell 

you, well, at no time he was told that English was 

required for the position.

And, in fact, let me also say, to be very fair 

to this gentleman, who is a very distinguished Cuban-
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American journalist who has had many years of service 

in the journalistic profession in Cuba and in the 

United States, when he came to Radio Marti to be 

interviewed by different people, he never hid the fact 

that he was not completely fluent in the English 

language. That was never hidden from anybody, 

including the director of the Office of Cuba 

Broadcasting, the Office of Personnel, or no one else.

But the truth remains that, at the time when 

the decision was made, he was the best qualified 

candidate for the job, and that was what drove that 

particular decision.

INTERVIEWER: Even though he couldn't speak

English?

MR. BONACHEA: Absolutely. In terms of the

actual broadcast, you know, we need someone who is 100 

percent fluent in the Spanish language.

Now, like I did discuss on one occasion with 

the director of Voice of America, I did indicate to 

him, "I want you to be aware that this man is not 

completely fluent in the English language so that, if 

you are expecting him to participate in executive
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conversations on a daily basis," I said, "he will have 

a difficult time right now."

At the end, the director, along with the other 

administrators, decided that he was the best qualified 

and the best candidate that Radio Marti could have for 

that position.

So, when there is some type of attempt at 

trying to say that someone was blindsided, that's 

absolutely false. Everyone knew about the credentials 

of this man and, at the time, he was best qualified 

candidate for the position.

INTERVIEWER: How often do you see Mr. Mas

Canosa?

MR. BONACHEA: I see him about, I would say,

maybe six, seven times a year.

INTERVIEWER: That's all?

MR. BONACHEA: Whenever we have Presidential

Advisory Board meetings, I meet him here. Maybe on 

occasion, when I happen to have come to work here, I 

have visited with him. And, since you have not asked, 

but I tell you, I speak to him on the phone maybe at 

the (inaudible) about once every two months.
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INTERVIEWER: Once every two months, that's

all?

MR. BONACHEA: He is very difficult to get

hold o£, because he is a very busy man. But then there 

are times at which I feel that the chairman of the 

Presidential Advisory Board needs to have some 

information. So, he is difficult to get hold of.

That'S a problem, you know.

INTERVIEWER: You don't clear your decisions

With him, personnel decisions?

MR. BONACHEA: Never, absolutely never.

INTERVIEWER: Does he r'sl 1uoes ne call to give you advice,
call to complain about the programs?

MR. BONACHEA: (Inaudible) in a way, but, you

know, maybe a couple of disagreements over the last 

seven years.

But, certainly, the statements that he has 

made in the news, that my editor felt that some of his 

statements were a little bit too strong, that needed to 

be edited out of the program before it was broadcast, 

as usual, no one likes to be edited.

I would say on both of these occasions, I felt
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that the journalists in the newsroom were right. They 

were supported. Mr. Mas Canosa was edited.

But, to be fair to Mr. Mas Canosa, we have to 

edit, as you can imagine, man/, many other prominent 

Cuban-American (inaudible) ana others who, at times, 

make statements that, in our opinion, do not comply by 

the editorial guidelines.

And, when that happens, I have never hesitated 

in informing the position in the News Department. in

fact, I can assure you that there nas not been even one 

occasion in which --

INTERVIEWER: Okay.

(End of Tape 1, Side A.)

MR. BONACHEA: -- about the influence of one

person or another concerning news, I categorically say 

that, not even in one instance, has the position of the 

News Department been overruled. They always have done 

their job to the best of their abilities, and the

support of the administration of Radio and Television 

Marti.

INTERVIEWER: There have been -- there are

employees in your own Research Department which have
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said there have been errors and mistakes and 

violations, that say that there have been violations of 

the rules of broadcast, that misinformation has been 

broadcast, things have been broadcast that are in 

direct contradiction of U.S. policy. Has that ever 

happened?

MR. BONACHEA: Those are false. That

particular group of employees, three or four of them, 

are very politicized employees. I still have to see 

one of those allegations that I can accept that it is 

true. They are completely false.

And the truth of the matter is that, when the 

of Cuba Broadcasting has looked into the 

allegations, and I have looked into those allegations,

I have concluded that they were false. When the Bureau 

of Broadcasting and Voice of America have looked into 

the same allegations, they have concluded that they 

were false.

And, most recently, when the United States 

Government General Accounting Office completed their 

own investigation, they have also concluded that they 

were false and that these allegations simply keep
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coming back again and again and again but that, in 

fact, they lack substance.

INTERVIEWER: There was some question -- my

understanding is that, when certain people went back 

into the files to look for the broadcasts in question, 

to see if they violated U.S. policy, that were told 

that the tapes in question had been damaged

accurate? -- that they were some broadcasts that 

there were not tape recordings available. Does that 

ring a bell?

MR. BONACHEA:. Like in the case of all of 

these, some of these allegations, the people who put 

the allegation there always gives it a spin, to try to 

damage the credibility of Radio Marti.

The truth of the matter is that there was one 

instance in which there was a request for a particular 

three-minute broadcast that Radio Marti had given, 

concerning migration quotas, and the first report that 

came to my attention and the attention of Director 

Loeb, who was President Clinton's appointee, was that 

those three minutes, two-and-a-half minutes which 

seemed to be missing from the (inaudible) the
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computers.

Well, we immediately ordered for some of our 

key administrators to look into it. I personally gave 

orders that :I wanted to know exactly what had happened.

I wanted to make sure that we were in control 

of the tapes because, to me, it has always been very 

important that we keep intact all of the computer tapes 

and all of the archives so that, whenever someone has a 

question, that they can come and get the information 

and (inaudible) that I can be able to respond to what 

always turns out to be false allegations.

As it developed, the tapes were sent to the 

corporation that manufactures these tapes and, with the 

help of them, we were able to extract exactly all of 

that information in those two-and-a-half minutes, so 

that we then had the complete record.

Well, it turned out that, in that two- 

and-a-half minutes, again, it was a false allegation, 

because nothing had been broadcast that these people 

were (inaudible) there had been in those two-and-a-half

minutes.

So we were pleased to, first of all, to be
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able to refuse the false allegation. But then, 

secondly, the question became, well, how did that 

happen?

And the report that I received was that the 

Department of Technical Operations and (inaudible), in 

an effort at reducing costs, had begun to buy a cheaper 

quality of tapes for those computers, and that 

(inaudible) that missing gap. Since there was a 

possibility that that would occur again, we then have 

come back to the tapes that we had always utilized.

But the point that I want to emphasize here is 

that the critics say, "Well, in those two-and-a-half 

minutes, they have broadcast the following." Well, the 

following was not broadcast, it was again another false 

allegation.

INTERVIEWER: Did TV Marti ever air a report

in which Jorge Mas Canosa made the statement urging the 

people of Cuba to prevent Fidel Castro from returning 

to the island from an international conference?

MR. BONACHEA: I do not recollect, you know, I

do not recollect right now whether such a statement was 

made .
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INTERVIEWER: Would that be a violation of

U.S. policy?

MR. BONACHEA: I would have said that, in

terms of a (inaudible) judgment, I would have ruled 

against it. Probably, I would have ruled against any 

statement (inaudible) --

INTERVIEWER: Against using it?

MR. BONACHEA: (Inaudible).

INTERVIEWER: So you thin)c it was a violation

of policy?

MR. BONACHEA: It may have been, if that was

the case, but one would have to determine what was the 

context, how that statement, if it was said, how it was 

said.

INTERVIEWER: Do you have any knowledge or any

recollection that maybe Mr. Mas Canosa might have 

broadcast such a statement on Radio Marti?

MR. BONACHEA: No, I do not recollect.

INTERVIEWER: But, if he did, that would be a

violation of U.S. policy?

MR. BONACHEA: Well, it would have been

something that I would have discussed, yes.
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A PARTICIPANT: TV Marti.

INTERVIEWER: Oh, I'm sorry, TV Marti.

MR. BONACHEA: TV Marti.

A PARTICIPANT: Sir, there's one little wisp

of lair falling on your forehead (inaudible).

INTERVIEWER: You've got it. You've got it.

Thank you.

A PARTICIPANT: Re-ask, please.

INTERVIEWER: Re-ask what?

A PARTICIPANT: Whether he broadcast that on

TV Marti. You said Radio Marti.

I::TERVIEWER : Okay. Do you have any --do you

have any re:ollection as to whether Mr. Mas Canosa made 

such a broadcast on Television Marti?

MR. 30NACHEA: I do not recollect now whether

that statement was made.

INTER\IEWER: Okay.

A PARTICIPANT: Fine.

INTERVIEWER: That's just about it, but hold

on one second. I want to re-ask one question.

In a sworn affidavit, Bruce Sherman said that, 

after turning down a couple of very qualified
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candidates for news directors in Miami, you told him 

that they had been rejected by the people in Miami, who 

didn't like them.

MR; BONACHEA: That is absolutely false. I do

not know who are the people that Bruce Sherman is 

talking about. Certainly, at the time that those 

positions were announced, like always, there were many 

different people who applied to the position.

I may or I may not have interviewed the people 

that he's talking about. I did interview several 

people. I was trying to develop as large of a pool of 

applicants as we possibly could for the position.

What I can assure you is, at the end, when it 

comes to hiring, we follow the rules of the Personnel 

Department, and the position goes always -- and I want 

to emphasize that -- the position goes always to the 

best-qualified candidate that we have available for us.

We do not allow anyone -- from the outside or 

the inside or the Congress or the Administration -- to 

influence decisions as to who come to work in Radio and 

Television Marti. We simply follow the regulations of 

the Office of Personnel and the best-qualified
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candidate is the person that (inaudible).

INTERVIEWER: There's certainly a big stack of

affidavits and sworn statements and reports filled out 

by people whx) think otherwise, who have worked here.

MR. BONACHEA: Yes. And I think I can tell

you that I have seen a stack of allegations this thick 

that I have reviewed, that the Office of -- the General 

Accounting Office or the Congress have reviewed, and 

that they have found absolutely no substance to those 

allegations.

I have seen stacks of allegations against 

Radio Marti that have been sent to the director of 

Voice of America, to the director of the Bureau of 

Broadcasting of USIA, and they have concluded that 

there is no substance to the allegations.

I have no doubt that, as some of these 

inquiries come to an end that, once again, the truth 

prevail and that those allegations will be seen 

for what they are -- totally and completely false 

allegations.

INTERVIEWER: Congressman Skaggs of Colorado

-- you're familiar with him?
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MR. BONACHEA: I have heard of them.

INTERVIEWER: -- has managed to get $ii

million cut from the appropriations bell for Television 

Marti. You'ive heard about that?

MR. BONACHEA: Yes.

INTERVIEWER: What is your reaction to it?

MR. BONACHEA: Well, first, that this is, as

you know, the first step of a long process of debate 

within the United States Congress. We all take part in 

that debate. And I can appreciate that, among honest 

people, there has to be always room for difference, for 

differing opinions.

So, in that sense, the debate will continue 

over the next several months, until the United States 

Congress makes a decision, again, in their wisdom, as 

to whether they believe that Television Marti should be 

supported or not be supported.

I believe that, at the end, it becomes a 

matter of which -- Congressman Skaggs obviously has his 

own vision. The Congress, in its totality, the 

Administration, obviously have their own vision of what 

constitutes a worthwhile project for the United States
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government.

And I still sincerely believe that, even 

though we are having an expenditure of $11 million a

^ television broadcast that we continuously 

struggle to take to the people of Cuba, I believe, like 

the Congress has believed and like different 

Administrations have believed, that it is a worthwhile

project, that it is information that is being denied to 

the people of Cuba.

And, as we persevere and try to deliver that 

information that Radio and Television Marti tries to 

take to the people of Cuba, I am convinced, I know that 

someday the people of Cuba will tell the people of the 

United States, "Thank you, thank you for the support 

that you gave Radio and Television Marti in spite of 

the critics, in spite of the false allegations. Thank 

you for the support that you gave them because, by 

giving the support that you gave. Radio and Television 

Marti was the window to the world that the people of 

Cuba have had for the last 11 years, now."

INTERVIEWER: You think that there are going

to be people -- you honestly think that, when -- if and
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when Mr. Castro finally falls -- that there are going 

to be people who say, "It was all because of TV Marti"?

MR. BONACHEA: No, I think that they will say,

"We are very grateful to the American people for having 

supported Radio and Television Marti because it was 

through them that we knew about the (inaudible) human 

rights activities against Cuba (inaudible) Cuba; it was 

through Radio and Television Marti that we knew the 

independent journalists were being incarcerated" -- and 

that are being incarcerated right now as you and I 

speak and as Radio Marti broadcasts the violation of 

human rights of those people.

They are also going to say to the American 

people, "Thank you for letting us know about the 

humanitarian missions of the United States government 

in Bosnia Herzegovena, about the mission to Haiti, and 

about the many missions of multilateral diplomacy that 

you undertook throughout all of those years," because, 

obviously, what they hear from Cuban radio, the radio 

controlled by Castro, is a totally complete version 

than what is the truth of what America is all about and 

what America is trying to do to help other peoples
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around the world.

INTERVIEWER: Where do you get your figures?

I mean, you say that 75 percent of the -- Radio Marti 

reaches 75 percent of the Cuban population, that 3 

percent of the population sees TV Marti. Where do you 

get those figures?

MR. BONACHEA: About 70 percent for Radio

Marti, maybe 3 to 4 in TV Marti.

And what we do -- and we acknowledge that this 

is not the -- it has its own limitations -- is that we 

continuously have been interviewing Cubans who arrive 

continuously from the island, so we interview them 

about their listening patterns of radio broadcast:

"Have you tuned Radio Marti" or "Who was your favorite 

radio station" or, "If you have turned Radio Marti, 

what are the programs that you were tuning the most," 

and "How many times a day" or "How many times a week do 

you tune us in?"

So, as a result of this consistent type of 

audience research, we conclude that we have fairly 

large audience for Radio Marti and a very, very small 

audience for Television Marti.
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But, as I have said, we always would like for 

the Castro government to let us in to, as the Cuban 

Democracy Act of Radio Marti and Television Marti, to 

have a newsibureau inside Cuba, right in Havana, 

providing information to the people of Cuba. As you 

know, Castro is completely opposed to allowing us to 

come to the island.

But, at the same time, I think it would be 

very, very good if Castro will allow reputable and 

respectable polling organizations to come into Cuba 

and, of course, to provide to them the guarantees that 

they can conduct an unfettered and completely free type 

of audience research.

I believe that, if they are allowed to do 

that, the conclusion will be that Radio Marti is the 

number one radio station inside Cuba. The people of 

Cuba are well served by our broadcasts.

INTERVIEWER: You say that 3 to 4 percent

watch TV Marti?

MR. BONACHEA: Yes.

INTERVIEWER: Three to 4 percent of the

population?
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MR. BONACHEA: I would say yes, as a whole,

and sporadically because, like I have said, sometimes 

we go through a certain part of the coast and we know 

that they are seeing the signal fairly clear but, as 

soon as the helicopters are mobilized, then the jamming 

comes back (inaudible).

INTERVIEWER: What hours does it broadcast?

MR. BONACHEA: It broadcasts between 3:00 to

8:30 in the morning, and we continuously assess what 

other hours we might be able to expand our broadcasts.

INTERVIEWER: So you're reaching 3 to 4

percent of the Cuban audience between 3:00 in the 

morning and 8 O'clock in the morning, in spite of the 

signals being jammed?

MR. BONACHEA: Yes, that's what I would

predict.

And bear in mind, though, when it comes to 

Cuba society, a highly totalitarian society who has 

deprived its people of information for a period of 37 

years, the people of Cuba, like the people of the 

former Soviet Union and other Eastern European 

countries hunger for information. They want
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64
information.

And the only source of objective, balanced, 

and comprehensive information that they have is Radio 

and Television Marti.

So you ask me, are they willing to get up at 3 

O'clock in the morning? And my answer is 

categorically, yes, they get up at 3 O'clock in the 

morning and so would you and so would I

INTERVIEWER: Sit there with their television

set?

MR. BONACHEA: They will --

INTERVIEWER: -- watching the snow, waiting

for the signal to be jammed?

MR. BONACHEA: (Inaudible) that we interview

them consistently and, even three years after the 

initiation of the project of TV Marti, they still try 

to tune in to the image of Television Marti.

Mind you that the people of Cuba have never 

seen on television the landing of the Americans on the 

Moon. The Cuba people have never been allowed to see 

on television the collapse of the former Soviet Union, 

of the former Eastern European communist countries, the
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massacre in Tienanmen Square.

Castro knows that the moment that we are able 

to break through that jamming, the people of Cuba will 

be able to see what Radio Marti tells them through 

radio that has happened in the world.

And that is why I am saying that someday the 

people of Cuba will tell the people of the United 

States, "Thank you for the support that you gave us, 

because it was through that effort that we kept our 

hope, our beacon of hope that someday Cuba was going to 

be free and democratic and that, first and foremost, 

the American people, like they always have been, 

generous as they are, have been supportive of a project 

that is the only beacon of hope that the people of Cuba 

have."

INTERVIEWER: What is the most recent surveys

that you have?

A PARTICIPANT: (Inaudible) we don't need that

(inaudible).

A PARTICIPANT: We don't need that on tape.

INTERVIEWER: Right. I just want to ask, is

there anything that we need -- we should ask you, do
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you believe, that we haven't asked you or, joe, is

^hare anythin, that you think that we need to brin, out 

or anything you would like to say?

MR.: BONACHEA: (Inaudible), anything?

A PARTICIPANT; Your call.

A PARTICIPANT: I think you covered the

waterfront pretty well.

A PARTICIPANT: I think he covered it pretty

well.

good.

MR. BONACHEA: I think we covered it pretty

A PARTICIPANT: I think that's it.

A PARTICIPANT: Okay. i'„ fi„^.

(Simultaneous conversation.)

A PARTICIPANT: Just two shots.

(Simultaneous conversation.)

A PARTICIPANT: You talking, Steve, Dr,

Bonachea listening. i want a push and a pull 

(inaudible).

(Simultaneous conversation.)

(The interview was concluded.)

* * ★ ★ ★
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