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Committee for American Leadership in Bosnia

The decision to send U.S. moops 1o Bosnia Is one of the most difficulr foreign policy\ L{
choices our country has confronted since the end of the Cold War. The risks cur woops wilj | i
face are resl. ; e long term success of the D Ieement 1s far from cerrain. (We are

icans and Democrats, conservatves and liberals, Anany of us have had differing views

in the past as to what the Ungjred States could or should do 1o stop the horror in Bosnia and

what limits w0 place on our involvement. Today we believe thar the Dayton agreement offers

the most realistie opportunity to end this appalling and dcstabi[izing war. It deserves the

support of Congress and the American people.

As Members of Congress weighgfthis decision, we urge them (0 consider the
consequences for the people of Bosnia, the Western alliance and American leadership around

* For Bosnia: If the agreement is tnplemented, it wiil end the fighting. Withou: U S,
participation in the peacekeeping force, the fighting will resume and could casily escalate inio
2 wider Balkan war.

= For NATO: NATO remains the primary mechanism for the protection of American
security and influence in Europe.  Yet the viability of NATO depends on credible and

NATO a pew sense of purpose. Should Copgress repudiate an agreement which American
leadership made possible, it would jeopardize not only U.S. leadership in NATO, but the
future of the Alliance jiself.

commitments and the effectiveness of American leadership. Fajlure 10 Implement would
undermine our ability to persuade others o join with us in dealing with furure crises and
conflicts.

This will be a NATO operation, with clear lines of command, under an American
general.  The mission is not open-ended. Our troops wil] be Strong in number, heavily
armed. with broad powers 10 do their Job, and the authority o respond to any threat with
overwhelming force. Europe will provide most of the troops for this European mission. just

success. Congress and the President should work together to énsurc these safeguards.

We urge Congress 10 provide a clear exprescion of bi-partisan support so that
everyone in Bospia -- especially the young Amerjcan men and women we send there --



