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United States Department of State 

Bureau of Inter-American Affairs 

Washington, D C. 20520-6258

February 25.1997 - ^

President William Jefferson Clinton 
The White House 
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. President;

I had the honor and privilege of serving as your special adviser for Cuba from 
May 1995 until April 1996. When we met to discuss your response to die 
downing of two unarmed civilian aircraft by Cuban MiGe in February 1996, you 
joked about how challenging it is to work on Cuban issues. Yet, I was proud to 
have the opportunity to serve you in advancing the prospects for a peaceful, 
democratic transition in Cuba and never regretted taking the assignment.

That is why I write now with deep sadness to inform you of my decision to 
resign in prote.<;t from your Administration. I left my position as your special 
adviser willingly when it became clear to me that I could no longer advance the 
cause of democracy in Cuba. But I leave your Administration unwillingly, 
because of an action by the CIA to exact revenge on me for my part in the 
revelation.*; by .Senator Robert Torricelli about CIA misconduct in Guatemala.

I want you to know Mr. President that T acted to protect your policies and the 
national interest when I informed then-Congressman Torricelli in March 1995 
that tire CIA had misled me and the C.ongress about its involvement in the 
murder of an American citizen and the husband of an American ciiizen. Despite 
Ihe conclusions of the Star Chamber proceedings to which I have been subjected, 
I faced no easy choices in March 1995.1 had given my word to the Congress that 
your Administration was not covering up wrongdoing in Guatemala. When it 
became clear to me that the CIA was, I fdt obliged to tell the truth to the people's 
elected representatives. I made a choice that was consistent with the values of 
your Administration and the law, and gave Congress the ability to provide real 
oversight of intelligence activities. For that act of conscience the CIA is being 
allowed to end my service in your Adminislration.

Mr. President, the United States is a "witness of honor" to tire Guatemalan peace 
process. There were no interests of our country in 1994 and 1995 that justified the 
withholding of critical information from your ambcissador to Guatemala and
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,^u;s,rpji-;:rsrr?.TCs:^^^fnends ,t acquired diuing the Cold War are now the princip^ enemies of the 

policies of democracy and human rights that you placed at the center of our 
policy toward Latin America and the Caribbean.

I ^o WMt you to know that to avoid embarrassing the Administration I

Con^ttee. 1 only spoke out when it became clear to me this past fall to 1 
would be given no due process by the CIA. After the CIA took Us revenge 

v<r^iw T ^'’“*'”'■'5' °f continuing to work on foreign policy issues for

resign If you would restore my clearance, or to accept an appointaent to

TomeeUi lias stood with me and defended me and my reputaHon W 
Administration has not. I beUeved to in taking on sto conli nversial

iisSSSSSS-
Sincerely,

Gt, '^GLu.c^cGr- 
Richard A. Nuccio


