FOIA Number: 2016-0920-F

FOIA
MARKER

This is not a textual record. This is used as an
administrative marker by the William J. Clinton
Presidential Library Staff,

Collection/Record Group: Clinton Presidential Records
Subgroup/Office of Origin:  Records Management - SUBJECT FILE

Series/Staff Member: Subject Files

Subseries:

OA/ID Number: 21754

Scan ID: 221149

Document Number:

Folder Title:
FGO11

Section: : Position:

1 2




T N N b A NN IO N L L R A
B e O R A R A A SR vy
b BN RN ERBU BRI AN DRI N
N
v

r THE WHITE HOUSE

!
7y
T

J
\1

o

K
E
;
3

WJC% lot s { o

;)}(4 ?]M\ Oc@l&\/\
phid —

cor (G-

77




Vi &%
-

. w VVe
L " 4n ) - A e —

United States Department of State

Bureau of Inter-American Affairs

Washington, D.C. 20520-6258  , _ 29.67

February 25, 1997 @M B d/w o

President William Jefferson Clintun ' 0—77 /LJAW
‘The White House ]
Washington, D.C. I W .
Dear Mr. President: @ ;

I had the honor and privilege of serving as your special adviser for Cuba from
May 1995 until April 1996. When we met to discuss your response to the
downing of two unarmed civilian aircraft by Cuban MiGs in February 1996, you
joked about how challenging it is to work on Cuban issues. Yet, I was proud to
have the opportunity to serve you in advancing the prospects for a peaceful,
democratic transition in Cuba and never regretted taking the assignment.

That is why I writc now with deep sadness to inform you of my decision to

resign in protest from your Administration. I left my position as your special

* adviser willingly when it became clear to me that I could no longer advance the

cause of demacracy in Cuba. But I leave your Administration unwillingly,
becausc of an action by the CIA to exact revenge on me for my part in the
revelations by Senator Robert Torricelli about CIA misconduct in Guatemala.

Twant you to know Mr. President that T acted to protect your policics and the

national interest when I informed then-Congressman Torricelli in March 1995
that the CIA had misled me and the Congress about its involvement in the
murder of an American citizen and the husband of an American cilizen, Despite
the conclusions of the Star Chamber proceedings to which I have been subjected,
I faced no easy choices in March 1995. I had given my word to the Congress that
your Administration was not covering up wrongdoing in Guatcmala. When it )
became clear to me that the CIA was, I felt obliged to tell the truth to the people’s
elected representatives. I made a choice that was consistent with the values of
yowr Administration and the law, and gave Congress the ability to provide real
oversight of intelligence activities. For that act of conscience the CIA is being
allowed to end my service in your Administration.

Mr. President, the United States is a “witness of honor” to the Guaternalan peace
process. There were no interests of our country in 1994 and 1995 that justified the
withholding of critical information from your ambassador to Guatemala and
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from senior officials here in Washington about the Participation of CIA assets in
human rights abuses. You still do not know the full truth about this matter
because the CIA continues to value the protection of its assets over adherence to
the policics that you have articulated. The CIA refuses to recognize that the
“friends” it acquired during the Cold War are now the principal enemics of the
policies of democracy and human rights that you placed at the center af ayr
policy toward Latin America and the Caribbean,

I also want you to know that to avoid embarrassing the Administration |
refrained for many months from defending myself publicly against the specics

you, I tried again to avoid public criticism of the Administration by offering to
resign if you would restore my clearance, or to accept an appointment to a
domestic policy position if it were a clear promotion and, therefore, a rejection of

- the CIA’s vindictive action. Neither of these compromiscs were pursued
effectively by your advisers.

Ileave your Administration to join Senator Torricelli in ‘an effort to achieve real
reform at the CIA. Senator Torricelli has offered me the opportunity to continue
to work on foreign policy when the CIA hoped to end my career. Senatar
Torricelli has stood with me and defended me and my reputation. Your
Administration has not. I believed that in taking on such contraversial

assignments as Cuba and Guatemala I could count on my Administration when

the inevitable controversies arose. I was mistaken.

leadership and its rejection of attempts to reign in the partici pation of CIA assets
in systematic human rights violations are not symptoms of morale problems, but
~of mutiny. The Directorate is rebelling against the policies of your .
Administration. The denial of my SCI access is but a minor trophy in this
resistance to change. If you do net take decisive steps to bring the Agency under

control, far graver damage to our democracy will result than the denial of a
clearance to one individual. '

Sincerely,

LRl W«m—

Richard A. Nuccio
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