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Congress of the United States
Tbouse of Representatives
WWashington, DL 20515

November 17, 1998

The Honorable William Jefferson Clinton
President of the United States

The White House

Washington, DC 20006

Dear Mr. President:

We write to endorse in the strongest terms the recommendation that you authorize the
establishment of a National Bipartisan Commission to review current US policy toward Cuba.
We are happy to join a bipartisan group of Senators and a long list of prominent policy makers,
including former Secretaries of State George Shultz and Henry Kissinger, in calling for the
establishment of such a commission.

A National Bipartisan Commission to review US policy toward Cuba offers a long-
overdue opportunity to review US policy, and will go a long way toward re-building a bipartisan
consensus on how to bring about a goal that all Americans share: promoting peaceful democratic
change in Cuba.

There is a bipartisan consensus on that goal. There is overwhelming support for
democratic change in Cuba, and it is clearly in the US national interest that there be a peaceful
transition away from the anti-democratic and abusive policies of the Castro government.

There is not, however, bipartisan consensus on the means toward that goal. Within the
Congress there is a variety of opinions on the best policy, as weil as increased coiicern as to how
current policy adversely affects competing US interests. Outside of Washington, divergent views
on policy are expressed daily through the editorial pages of the nations’ newspapers. And the
massive volume of private cash flows to Cuba as well as the large numbers of travelers to Cuba
each year suggest that many Americans with ties to Cuba reject one of the fundamental rationales
of the current US policy: that measures designed to inflict economic pain are a necessary and
appropriate means of promoting democratic change in Cuba.

Establishing a commission to review Cuba policy will be a strong first step toward
regaining bipartisan consensus on Cuba policy, and you would be right to authorize the

establishment of such a commission.

We thank you in advance for your consideration of this letter.
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