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W O-MERN" s
COMMISSION
for refugee women & children 10th ANNIVERSARY 1989-1999

President Clinton

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, DC 20005

Tuly 29, 1999

Dear President Clinton:

[ am writing to you on behalf of the Women's Commission for Refugee Women and
Children, to bring to your attention the special concerns of Kosovo's womcn and
children during this period of rebuilding. We are encouraged by the United Nations
Mission in Kosovo (UNMIK) four pillars initiative and want to applaud U.S. support
for this critical effort.

The Women's Commission has had extensive experience in Rwanda, Bosnia, and
other reconstruction efforts around the world. Every refugee and retum sitnation is
different, but our experience shows us that women in particular have a critical
impact on the rehabilitation of societics. Unfortunately, women are often excluded
from the rebuilding process, both as beneficiaries but also as planners and
participants. We urge the United States to make as a priority the inclusion of women
in the reconstruction process, and to ensure that their participation is significant and
meaningful. To that end, we expect the proposed $10 million Kosovar Women's
Initiative will be regional in scope and will work to empower women throughout the
Balkaps.

The foundation for Kosovo's rehabilitation may well be a reliance oun law and order.
To that end, the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) has
established a police academy to institutionalize public comruitment to tolcrance and
the rule of law. It is critical that women not be left out of this cffort, We have
written to UNMIK to encourage the advanccment of tolerance through gender
training for police and other security officers as well as the recruitment of female
police and sccurity personnel.

The Women's Commission recogrizes gender as an important consideration in the
rebuilding process. Issues of gender exist in all areas of reconstruction. For that
reason, we have urged UNMIK to commission a point person on gender topics to
serve under Bernard Koucher, Special Representative to the Secretary General.

We have written to urge the European Union (EU), charged under the four pillars
system with all areas of reconstruction, to continue its long tradition of support for
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women's right's initiatives by including women in all phases of the reconstruction. In addition to their
incorporation into the planning stages of rebuilding, women should be employed in construction
projocts, road and highway building and maintenance, utility provision and other industrial activitics.
The reconstruction of the market place and restoration of the economy too must actively involve
women. Women, especially female heads of households, must be assisted in assuming ownership of
properties and businesses.

One of the most dclicate tasks of the four pillars will be to recreate the civil society shattered by the
crisis. Aa important task under the United Nations (UN) mandate will be to reissue lost, stolen
and/or destroyed identity, property and travel documents. We have urged the United Nations to
recognize the right of women to take possession of their own identity papers, and to assert their due
rights to land and property. Your administration has consistently upheld international women's
rights; we look for your continucd support of the UN in this important dimension of reconstruction.

We support the deployment of U.S. troops as part of the UN peacekeeping effort, but we must learn
from the missteps of past peacekeeping missions. While we recognize that instances of rape, assault
and exploitation perpetrated by peacekeepers are isolated events, wc urge training on women's and
children's rights for all peacekeepers and UNMIK personnel.

Kosovar women have distinct protection needs. Many now face the reality of life as widows, female
heads of households, and/or survivors of rape and other violence. Others continue their lives as
mothers, daughters and wives. United States' contributions can ensure that all Kosovar women are
guaranteed access to food, shelter and education. In addition, we fcel that immediate attention must
be focused on rehabilitating healthoare, including reproductive and mental health programs.

UNMIK has emphasized the importance of immediate action to rebuild infrastructure and reestablish
public services iu the region, involving the local community in that effort. As members of the
community uniquely affected by the crisis. Kosovar women have the capacity to makc distinct

" contributions to the reconstruction. Women constitute more than 50% of the Balkans' population.

Over the past ten years they have formed organizations that held together the fabric of Kosovar
society, providing education, healthcare and upholding human rights. The opportunity should not be
lost to guarantcc that Kosovar women can shape the future for their children and grandchildren.
Their involveraent in all aspects of the rehabilitation process will help ensure peace and stability in
the region. Your leadership will set the tone as Kosovo rebuilds. We look to you with great interest
in and expectation for the future of the Balkans.

Executive Director,
Women's Commission for Refugee Women and Children

CC: Madelinc Albright
Samuel R. Berger
Julia Taft, BPRM
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