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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

August 11, 1999

Dear Sheila:

Thank you for your letter regarding our Kosovar refugee program. 
I believe this was a highly successful effort and appreciate 
your support for it.

Given the urgency of the need to evacuate Kosovars from 
Macedonia, we were not able to complete the formal congressional 
consultations prior to initiating our program. Nevertheless, we 
recognize the importance of the consultation process when 
emergency refugee numbers are needed, and will strive to carry 
out such consultations as quickly as possible in future 
situations.

As to other refugee crises, we are committed to addressing them 
as quickly and effectively as we did in Kosovo. As you know, we 
are proposing a substantial increase in resettlement from Africa 
for FY 2000, largely in response to the situations you cite in 
your letter.

Again, thank you for sharing your thoughts with me on these 
issues. I look forward to continuing to work with you on our 
refugee program.

Sincerely,

The Honorable Sheila Jackson-Lee 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

August 11, 1999

Dear John:

Thank you for your letter regarding our Kosovar refugee program. 
I believe this was a highly successful effort and appreciate 
your support for it.

Given the urgency of the need to evacuate Kosovars from 
Macedonia, we were not able to complete the formal congressional 
consultations prior to initiating our program. Nevertheless, we 
recognize the importance of the consultation process when 
emergency refugee numbers are needed, and will strive to carry 
out such consultations as quickly as possible in future 
situations.

As to other refugee crises, we are committed to addressing them 
as quickly and effectively as we did in Kosovo. As you know, we 
are proposing a substantial increase in resettlement from Africa 
for FY 2000, largely in response to the situations you cite in 
your letter.

Again, thank you for sharing your thoughts with me on these 
issues. I look forward to continuing to work with you on our 
refugee program.

Sincerely,

f»UJ
The Honorable John Conyers, Jr. 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515



5515

ACTION

THE WHITE HOUSE
WASH I NGTON

August 11, 1999

-3

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

FROM:

SUBJECT:

SAMUEL BERGER^ A’

LARRY STEIN

Kosovar Refugee Program

Purpose

Respond to a letter from Representatives John Conyers, Jr., 
Sheila Jackson-Lee.

and

Background

Representatives Conyers and Jackson-Lee expressed their support 
for our evacuation program for Kosovar refugees but were 
concerned that formal consultations with Congress did not take 
place before the program was initiated. They also urge the 
Administration to show similar leadership in responding to 
refugee crises in other parts of the world.

Although formal consultations on the evacuation program did not 
commence until after the program began (due to scheduling 
conflicts between the Secretary of State and the relevant 
committees). Congress was informed of this program, prior to its 
commencement, in informal contacts and in general hearings on 
our Kosovo policy.

Your response notes that the urgency of our evacuation effort 
prevented us from conducting formal consultations with the 
Congress before the evacuation began. It also makes clear that 
we are prepared to respond to other refugee crises around the 
world as effectively as we did in Kosovo.

RECOMMENDATION

That you sign the attached letters.

Attachments
Tab A Letters to Representatives Conyers and Jackson-Lee 
Tab B Incoming Correspondence

cc: Vice President 
Chief of Staff





NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20504

. 5515

August 5, 1999

ACTION

MEMORANDUM FOR SAMUEL R. BERGER 

THROUGH: ERIC SCHWARTZ 55 ^

FROM: SCOTT BUSBY ‘>3

SUBJECT: Kosovar Refugee Program

Attached is a memorandum to the President and a proposed 
response to congressional correspondence on the above subject

Concurrences by: Sam Moyn, Mark Tavlarides

RECOMMENDATION

That you sign the attached memorandum.

Attachment
Tab I Memo to the President 

Tab A Letter to Conyers 
Tab B Incoming
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July 7. 1999

The President
The White House *
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr, President;

We are MTiting to camment oh the Administration’s proposal to admit an additional 
20,000 Kosovar refugees.

We are pleased that the Administration has decided to admit and offer refugee status to 
20,000 Kosovar refugees. With this decision the United Stales shows compassion and leadership 
on human rights matters. While it was earlier proposed that the Kosovar refugees be housed at 
the Guantanamo Naval Base in Cuba, we are pleased that the Administration abandoned this plan. 
We all remember the inhumane conditions, extreme climate and the lack of an immigration status 
that plagu.ed Haitian refugees housed there in the mid'1990's.

However, while we applaud the Administration’s action on this matter, we would prefer 
that an ‘‘appropriate consultation,” pursuant to Section 207(a)(2) of the Immigration and 
Nationality Aa take place before an emergency decision is made to admit refugees for 
humanitarian reasons. We believe the letter and spirit of the Refugee Act require that Congress 
be consulted prior to major refugee admission determinations, and we hope that your 
Admirustration will accordingly recognize that requirement.

Finally, we would note that there are other refugee crises around the world that warrant ' 
immediate attention. The current unrest in Ethiopia and Eritrea, Sierra Leone, Haiti, and Liberia, 
deserve equal consideration and attention. We hope that your Administration continues to exert 
leadership for people who face “ethnic” cleansing and persecution by their own government.
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Letter to the President 
July 1, 1999 
Page 2

We look forward to working with you on these important refugee issues.

fohJ ^Conyers, Jr.
Un ing Member 
J)on nittee on the JudiciSl^

Sincerely,

leila Jackson ] 
cing Membe 

Subcommittee on Immigration and Claims

cc: JuUaV. Taft
Assistant Secretary for 

Population, Refugee and 
Migration Affairs 

2201 C Street, N.W. 
Washington, 13,C, 20520
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B-351-C Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515
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ANTHONY FOXX
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COMMENTS;
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

ACTION

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

FROM:

SUBJECT:

Purpose

SAMUEL BERGER LMKRY STEIN ^ !

Kosovar Refugee Program

Respond to a letter from Representatj//es John Conyers and Sheila 
Jackson Lee.

L /

yers and Jadksc>^~^ee expressed their support 
program fpr KosoWr refugees but were 

al consultations with Congress did not take 
ogram whs initiated. They also urge the 
how similar leadership in responding to 

rerugee crises in other parts of the world.

Although formal consultations on the evacuation program did not 
commence until after/the program began (due to scheduling 
conflicts between the Secretary of State and the relevant 
committees), Congress was informed of this program, prior to its 
commencement, in informal contacts and in general hearings on 
our Kosovo policy'.

Your response nbtes that the urgency of our evacuation effort 
prevented us from conducting formal consultations with the 
Congress before the evacuation began. It 
we are pref3,aired to respond to other refugei 
world as effectively as we did in Kosovo.

RECOMMENDATION

•1-1^ ■

J C^tWvoA-
That you sign the attached letters.

Attachments
Tab A Letters to Representatives Conyers and Jackson Lee 
Tab B Incoming Correspondence

cc: Vice President

PHOTOCOPY PRESERVATION"’’'^^



7oic

i/



5515

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASH INGTON

ACTION

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

FROM:

SUBJECT:

Purpose

SAMUEL BERGER LARRY STEIN f /

Kosovar Refugee Program

Respond to a letter from Representat 
Jackson Lee.

Background

res John Conyers and Sheila

Representatives Conyers and Jatkso^j^^ee expressed their support 
for our evacuation program fdr KosoWr refugees but were 

concerned that formal consultations with Congress did not take 
place before the program w,as initiated. They also urge the 
Administration to show similar leadership in responding to 
refugee crises in other/parts of the world.

Although formal consultations on the evacuation program did not 
commence until after/the program began (due to scheduling 
conflicts between th'e Secretary of State and the relevant 
committees) , Congre'ss was informed of this program, prior to its 
commencement, in informal contacts and in general hearings on 
our Kosovo policy'.

Your response notes that the urgency of our evacuation effort 
prevented us fxom conducting formal consultations with the 
Congress befo're the evacuation began. It also makes clear that 
we are prepared to respond to other refugee crises around the 
world as e-ffestively as we did in Kosovo.

RECOMMENDATION

That you sign the attached letters.

Attachments
Tab A Letters to Representatives Conyers and Jackson Lee 
Tab B Incoming Correspondence

cc: Vice President 
Chief of Staff



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON

Dear Sheila:

Thank you for your letter regarding our Kosovar refugee program. 
I believe this was a highly successful effort and ^predate 

your support for it.

Given the urgency of the need to evacuate Kosc^ars from 
Macedonia, we were not able to complete the ^rmal congressional 
consultations prior to initiating our progr,^. Nevertheless, we 
recognize the importance of the consultat^n process when 

emergency refugee numbers are needed, aiyl will strive to carry 
out such consultations as quickly as p9Ssible in future 
situations.

As to other refugee crises, we arey6ommitted to addressing them 
as quickly and effectively as we dd in Kosovo. As you know, we 
are proposing a substantial incr^se in resettlement from Africa 
for FY 2000, largely in respons/ to the situations you cite in 

your letter.

Again, thank you for sharing/' your thoughts with me on these 
issues. I look forward to/^ontinuing to work with you on our 

refugee program.

lY/

The Honorable Sjfeila Jackson Lee 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515

DN OTOCOPY PRESERVATION



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

Dear Sheila:

Thank you for your letter regarding our Kosovar refugee program. 
I believe this was a highly successful effort and ^predate 

your support for it.

Given the urgency of the need to evacuate Kosc^ars from 
Macedonia, we were not able to complete the ^rmal congressional 
consultations prior to initiating our progr^. Nevertheless, we 
recognize the importance of the consultat^n process when 
emergency refugee numbers are needed, ai^ will strive to carry 

out such consultations as quickly as possible in future 
situations.

As to other refugee crises, we are >6ommitted to addressing them 
as quickly and effectively as we d[id in Kosovo. As you know, we 
are proposing a substantial incryase in resettlement from Africa 
for FY 2000, largely in respons/ to the situations you cite in 

your letter.

Again, thank you for sharing your thoughts with me on these 
issues. I look forward to/continuing to work with you on our 
refugee program.

Sincerely,

The Honorable Sheila Jackson Lee 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515

1



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

Dear John:,

Thank you for your letter regarding our Kosovaryfefugee program. 
I believe this was a highly successful effort p!Xid appreciate 
your support for it.

Given the urgency of the need to evacuate Xosovars from 
Macedonia, we were not able to complete 1?ne formal congressional 
consultations prior to initiating our ^ogram. Nevertheless, we 
recognize the importance of the consu^ation process when 

emergency refugee numbers are needecy and will strive to carry 
out such consultations as quickly ^ possible in future 

situations.

As to other refugee crises, we ^re committed to addressing them 
as quickly and effectively as ,we did in Kosovo. As you know, we 
are proposing a substantial ^crease in resettlement from Africa 

for FY 2000, largely in response to the situations you cite in 
your letter.

Again, thank you for shai/ing your thoughts with me on these 
issues. I look forwardyto continuing to work with you on our 
refugee program.

Sincerely,

The Honorable John Conyers 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515



5515

THE WHITE HOUSE
WASH 1 NGTON

ACTION

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

FROM:

SUBJECT:

SAMUEL BERGER 4^/^ 
LARRY STEIN /

Kosovar Refugee Program

Purpose

Respond to a letter from Representatives John Conyers and Sheila 
Jackson Lee.

Background

Representatives Conyers and Jackson Lee expressed their support 
for our evacuation program for Kosovar refugees but were 
concerned that formal consultations with Congress did not take 
place before the program was initiated. They also urge the 
Administration to show similar leadership in responding to 
refugee crises in other parts of the world.

Although formal consultations on the evacuation program did not 
commence until after the program began (due to scheduling 
conflicts between the Secretary of State and the relevant 
committees), Congress was informed of this program, prior to its 
commencement, in informal contacts and in general hearings on 
our Kosovo policy.

Your response notes that the urgency of our evacuation effort 
prevented us from conducting formal consultations with the 
Congress before the evacuation began. It also makes clear that 
we are prepared to respond to other refugee crises around the 
world as effectively as we did in Kosovo.

RECOMMENDATION

That you sign the attached letters.

Attachments
Tab A Letters to Representatives Conyers and Jackson Lee 
Tab B Incoming Correspondence

cc: Vice President 
Chief of Staff
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASH I NGTON

ACTION

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

FROM: SAMUEL BERGER 
LARRY STEIN

SUBJECT: Kosovar Refugee Program

Purpose

Respond to a letter from Representatives John Conyers and Sheila 
Jackson-Lee.

Background

Representatives Conyers and Jack.son-Lee wrote t-o express their 
support for our evacua'^ion program for Kosovar refugees .but ‘also 

~to.-c.aisQ their concern* that formal consultations
Congress did not take place before the program was initiated. 
They also urge the Administration to show similar leadership in 
responding to refugee crises in other parts of the world.

Although formal consultations on the evacuatipn program did not 
commence until after the program began (due to scheduling 
conflicts between the Secretary of State and the relevant 
committees), _Jik^Congress was informed of this program, prior to 
its commencement, in informal contacts and in general hearings 
on our Kosovo policy.

Your response notes that the urgency of our evacuation effort 
prevented us from conducting formal consultations with^he"^ 
Congress before the evacuation began. It also makes clear that 
we are prepared to respond to otlier refugee crises around the 
world as effectively as we did in Kosovo.

RECOMMENDATION

That you sign the attached letter^

Attachments ^ J O
Tab A .^.r-epo-s-^Re-sprmse p __
Tab B Incoming Correspondence

cc: Vice President 
Chief of Staff



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON

Dear John;

Thank you for your letter regarding our Kosovar refugee program. 
I believe this was a highly successful effort and appreciate 
your support for it.

Given the urgency of the need to evacuate Kosovars from 
Macedonia, we were not able to complete the 'formal^^^ngressional 
consultations prior to initiating o.ur program. Nevertheless, we 
recognize the importance of the consultation process when 
emergency refugee numbers are needed, and will strive to carry 
out such consultations as quickly as possible in future 
situations uf Llii'S type.

As to other refugee crises, we are committed to addressing them 
as quickly and effectively as we did in Kosovo. As you know, we 
are proposing a substantial increase in resettlement from Africa 
for FY 2000, largely in response to the situations you cite in 
your letter.

Again, thank you for sharing your thoughts with me on these 
issues. I look forward to continuing to work with you on our 
refugee program.

Sincerely,

The Honorable John Conyers 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515



TO: PRESIDENT

UNCLASSIFIED 
NSC/RMO PROFILE

RECORD ID: 9905515 
RECEIVED: 20 JUL 99 16

FROM: CONYERS JR, JOHN
JACKSON LEE, SHEILA

KEYWORDS: REFUGEES 
CO

KOSOVO

DOC DATE: 07 JUL 99 
SOURCE REF: 310927

PERSONS:

SUBJECT: PREFER APPROPRIATE CONSULTATION BEFORE EMERGENCY DECISION IS MADE TO
ADMIT ADDITIONAL KOSOVAR REFUGEES

ACTION: PREPARE MEMO FOR BERGER 

STAFF OFFICER: SCHWARTZ 

FILES: PA___________  NSCP:

FOR ACTION 
-SGHWARTZ—.

.■(A']

DUE DATE: 31 JUL 99 STATUS: S 

LOGREF:

CODES:
DOCUMENT DISTRIBUTION

FOR CONCURRENCE
BREMNER
HURLEY
LACKEY
SCHULTE

FOR INFO 
BLINKEN

cJLjzjz^

COMMENTS: IF FINAL REPLY CANNOT BE PREPARED BY DUE DATE, AN INTERIM RESPONSE 
MUST BE PREPARED FOR MILES LACKEY'S SIGNATURE.

DISPATCHED BY DATE

OPENED BY: NSEMK CLOSED BY:

BY HAND W/ATTCH 

DOC 1 OF 1

UNCLASSIFIED



ID# 310927
THE WHITE HOUSE

CORRESPONDENCE TRACKING WORKSHEET
INCOMING

DATE RECEIVED; JULY 14, 1999

NAME OF CORRESPONDENT: THE HONORABLE JOHN CONYERS JR.

SUBJECT: WRITES TO COMMENT ON THE ADMINISTRATION'S 
PROPOSAL TOA DMIT AN ADDITIONAL 20,000 
KOSOVAR REFUGEES

ACTION DISPOSITION

ROUTE TO:
OFFICE/AGENCY (STAFF NAME)

ACT DATE TYPE C COMPLETED 
CODE YY/MM/DD RESP D YY/MM/DD

LARRY STEIN ORG 99/07/14
REFERRAL NOTE:

_ ftmii
/ / / /

REFERRAL NOTE;
/ / / /

REFERRAL NOTE:
/ / / /

REFERRAL NOTE:
/ / / /

COMMENTS:

REFERRAL NOTE;

_____________

ADDITIONAL CORRESPONDENTS: 1 MEDIA:F INDIVIDUAL CODES; 1230

MAIL USER CODES: (A)D MI

♦DISPOSITION
*
♦A-ANSWERED 
*B-NON-SPEC-REFERRAL 
*C-COMPLETED 
*S-SUSPENDED

♦OUTGOING 
♦CORRESPONDENCE; 
♦TYPE RESP=INITIALS

♦ACTION CODES;
*
♦A-APPROPRIATE ACTION 
♦C-COMMENT/RECOM 
♦D-DRAFT RESPONSE 
♦F-FURNISH FACT SHEET 
♦I-INFO COPY/NO ACT NEC^
♦R-DIRECT REPLY W/COPY ♦
♦S-FOR-SIGNATURE ♦
♦X-INTERIM REPLY ♦
***********************************************************************

*
♦ CODE 
♦COMPLETED
*
*
*
*

OF SIGNER 
= A
= DATE OF 

OUTGOING

*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*

REFER QUESTIONS AND ROUTING UPDATES TO CENTRAL REFERENCE 
(ROOM 75,OEOB) EXT-2590
KEEP THIS WORKSHEET ATTACHED TO THE ORIGINAL INCOMING 
LETTER AT ALL TIMES AND SEND COMPLETED RECORD TO RECORDS 
MANAGEMENT.



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASH INGTON

July 16, 1999

MEMORANDUM FOR GLYN T. DAVIES
NSC Executive Secretariat

FROM:

SUBJECT:

JANET MURGUIA 
Legislative Affairs

PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE

JUL1617=14

Attached are copies of letters sent to the President by 
various Members of Congress. Since these letters address 
national security issues, we would appreciate your assistance in 
drafting the responses.

Thank you very much for your assistance. If you have any 
questions, please call Courtney Crouch at x67500.

The following is a brief description of the letters:

1) Sen. Arlen Specter (R-PA), concerning funding for the 
International Criminal Tribunal for the former 
Yugoslavia (ICTY);

2) Rep. Robert E. Andrews (D-NJ), concerning the long­
standing conflict in Cyprus;

3) Rep. James E. Clyburn (D-SC) and twenty-five other 
Member of Congress, concerning the possible sale of 
International Monetary Fund gold reserves to finance 
debt relief for several countries in Sub-Saharan 
Africa;

4) Rep. John Conyers, Jr. (D-MI) and Rep. Sheila Jackson 
Lee (D-TX), concerning the potential admission of 
twenty-thousand additional Kosovar refugees into the 
United States;

5) ■ Rep. Frank Pallone, Jr. (D-NJ), concerning the current 
situation involving India and Pakistan;

6) Rep. Maxine Waters (D-CA) and fourteen other Members of 
Congress, concerning the'recent Summit of the Eight and 
the Cologne Debt Initiative;



7) Rep. Maxine Waters (D-CA) and seventeen other Members 
of Congress, concerning the HIV/AIDS crisis and the 
need for debt relief for impoverished nations in Sub- 
Saharan Africa; and,

8) Rep. Robert Wexler (D-FL), concerning the current 
status of the Middle East peace process.

Enclosures
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Correspondence Addressed to:

PRESIDENT

NATIONAL SECURITY ADVISOR
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