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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

December 16, 1998

Dear Mr. Chairman:

Thank you for your letter about the crisis in Kosovo. The
issues and concerns that you raised have helped guide our
decisions over the last two months. I know members of my
Administration provided you and other Members of Congress with a
briefing on our Kosovo policy, but I wanted to personally let
you know where we stand.

From the outset, we have had three overriding objectives in
Kosovo. First, to end the violence that threatens the fragile
stability of the Balkans. Second, to prevent a humanitarian
crisis from becoming a catastrophe and third, to help the
Kosovar people achieve a high-degree of self-government.

We have made substantial progress on each of these objectives.
NATO determination backed by a credible threat of force has led
to a cease-fire, followed by a substantial reduction of Serb
security forces in Kosovo. Now that aggressive operations have
stopped, tens of thousands of displaced people have returned to
their villages. We have also made progress toward a political
settlement that will address the root causes of the conflict.
The current draft agreement offers the Kosovars a high-degree of
autonomy, an indigenous police force and complete control over
education, health and other institutions that most affect their
daily lives.

In order to verify Belgrade’s compliance, a number of actions
have been taken. NATO has implemented an intrusive air
surveillance regime that allows it to monitor the situation.
Under the leadership of Bill Walker, an experienced American
diplomat, a 2,000-person verification mission is being
constituted, with personnel and funds contributed by OSCE
nations. In support of this mission, NATO is establishing a
force in Macedonia that will be close at hand to extract
verifiers should that become necessary. In line with your
counsel, the combat forces deployed in Macedonia will be
provided exclusively by our allies.



With respect to your concern about the over-extension of U.S.
military forces, my Administration is committed to work with
Congress to provide adequate resources for readiness and other
defense programs in FY 1999 and beyond. Over the longer-term, I
have directed the Office of Management and Budget and the
National Security Council to work with Secretary Cohen and the
Joint Chiefs to develop a multi-year plan that provides the
resources necessary to preserve military readiness, support our
troops and modernize aging weapons systems. This plan will be
incorporated in my FY 2000 budget request to Congress.

I do not underestimate the difficulties that lie ahead, but I
believe we are headed in the right direction. Again, thank you

for writing and sharing your concerns with me.

Sincerely,

Prin (Lot

. The Honorable John McCain

Chairman

Committee on Commerce, Science and
Transportation

United States Senate

Washington, D.C. 20510
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ACTION

MEMORANDUM FOR

THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

December 14, 1998

THE PRESIDENT

FROM: SAMUEL BERGER /’Q %
LARRY STEIN aﬁqs

SUBJECT: Presidential Letter to Senator McCain on the
Crisis in Kosovo

Purpose

Respond to a letter from Senator McCain on the situation in

Kosovo.

Background

We provided Senator McCain an interim reply in October via a

6957

briefing on our Kosovo policy. However, as we prepare to send

your budget to the Hill, we wanted to address his criticism of
| national defense spending.
| .

Your reply summarizes NATO pressure that has led to Milosevic’s
acceptance of intrusive verification regimes and describes the
improving situation on the ground as refugees gradually return

to their homes.

It also addresses Senator McCain’s concern

§ about the military readiness issue and his recommendation that
| any ground forces deployed be European only.

RECOMMENDATION

That you sign the letter to Senator McCain at Tab A.

Attachments |
Tab A Letter to Senator McCain Qkﬂg*é l2-1g 9% i
Tab B Incoming Correspondence ' ‘

cc: Vice President
Chief of Staff
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL REDO
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20504
December 7, 1998
ACTION
MEMORANDUM FOR SAMUEL R. BERGER
THROUGH: GREG SCHULTE tx
FROM: MICHAEL HURLEY(WQK
SUBJECT: Presidential Letter to Senator McCain Regarding

the Crisis in Kosovo

Senator McCain wrote the President to express his concern about
the situation in Kosovo. He outlined a series.of steps for the
Administration to follow before taking military action against
Serbia. He recommended that any forces deployed to the region
be European only; and he referred to Congressional anxiety
regarding the over-extension of U.S. military commitment and
insufficient funding for the military.

We initially held off replying to this letter because much of
its focus -- prescriptions on how/if military force should be
used -- was moot when the letter arrived, as the Holbrooke-
Milosevic Agreement was concluded without resort to military
action. Additionally, Senator McCain attended an Administration
briefing in early October and was kept current with Kosovo

policy.
K

Concurrences by: Jay Farrarp” Joseph Bouchardows

RECOMMENDATION

That you sign the memorandum to the President at Tab I.

Attachments

Tab I Memorandum for the President
Tab A Letter to Senator McCain
Tab B Incoming Correspondence
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President Bill Clinton
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.'W,
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

I am writing because of my serious concern about developments in Kosovo. With
a brutality that would be almost unimaginable were anyone else responsible for it,
Slobodan Milosevic has subjected yet another innocent population to the bloody carnage
of ethnic cleansing. The stark depravity of his actions gravely offends the basic moral
values of Western civilization. Moreover, the conflict in Kosovo threatens the stability of
Europe, as the prospects are quite real that it may eventually embroil other countries in the
region in a larger war. More than once, the United States has wasned Serbia that NATO
will not tolerate its continued aggression against Kosovo. Serbia has ignored our
warnings, thereby challenging the credibility of the United States, obliging us and our
NATO allies to consider using military force to prevent further a1,g're331on agamst our
values and interests in Kosovo.

Congress has reservations about such a course of action, however, While I am
inclined to support military action, I understand the basis for my colleagues’ reservations,
and I believe it is imperative that prior to ordering any military strike on Serbia you take
all necessary steps to ensure both Congress and the American pecople that the action is
necessary, affordable, and designed to achieve clearly defined gols.

First, you must state clearly the American ititerest in resolving this terrible conflict;
describe in detail the facts on the ground; identify all parties responsible for perpetrating
the temmble atrocities committed in Kosovo while making clear that Serbia is indisputably
the primary culprit; explain how our own security is threatened by Serbian aggression and
justifies risking the lives of American pilots, and how the use of &ir power can prevent
further aggression. You must also define for the public what will constitute the
operation’s success so that Americans know that air strikes wer: launched with a realistic
end game in mind.
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Secand, you must convincingly explain to the American people why it is that we
should be involved in a conflict that to many people seems to affect our interests
indirectly, and that should be resolved exclusively by those countries most directly
threatened by it --'our European allies. As I am sure you appreciate, Congress and the
public’s frustration over Burope’s lack of willingness to bear a greater share of the burden
for maintaining peace in their own backyard is at an all time high, threatening the nation’s
c¢onsensus that our leadership in NATO should remain a priority iterest for the United
States. You could go a long way toward alleviating that frustration by ensuring that any
ground forces that might ultimately be needed to keep the peace in Kosovo will be
provided by European countnes alone.

Third, should you order air strikes you must ensure the nution that they will be of
sufficient magnitude to achieve their objectives. 1 hope you will view the following
criticism in the constructive spirit in which it is offered. In the past, your administration
has too often threatened and then backed down from the use of force, or authorized cruise
missile strikes that amounted to little more than ineffective gestu:res intended, I suspect, to

- send a message to our adversaries, but because of their small scale interpreted by our
adversaries as a lack of resolve on the part of the United States to defend our interests
vigorously. Your administration’s failure to support UNSCOM imspectors in Iraq has also
greatly exacerbated our adversaries’ lack of respect for America's resolve.

Finally, you should explain how you intend to find additional resources to fund the
operation in order to alleviate well-founded Congressional anxiery regarding the over-
extension of U.S military commitments at a time when spending on national defense is
woefully madequate !

Mr. President, should you convincingly address the issues I have raised, which I
believe you can do, 1 am confident you will have the support of Congress and our
constituents for operations against Serbia. You will certainly have mine. I believe there
exists a clear and compelling case for such an action that Armericins. will aceept if you
avoid the mistakes made in the past when your administration hzs attempted to build
public support for the use of force. Iurge to give these céncerns your most serious

consideration.

TM/ms

crat

Sincerely,

2 |‘: -
John McCain 2 : "
United States Senutor
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

October 9, 1998

MEMORANDUM FOR GLYN DAVIES

FROM:

SUBJECT:

NSC Executive Secretariat

JANET MURGUIA
Legislative Affairs

PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE

Attached are copies of letters sent to the President by
various Members of Congress. Since these letters address

national security issues, we would appreciate your assistance in

drafting the responses.

"7~ Thank you very much’ for your a551stance~-1f"you have any- -
questions, please: call Eli Joseph at x67500. h o

The following is a brief description of the letters:

1)

e )

3)

1)

~ RO
’:n @l oAl
e szt

Sen. Max Cleland (D-Ga), expressingwéoncernHQVer
Kosovo; ’ ) "

S ~
Sen. Orrin Hatch (R-UT), regarding Mr. John Kamm and
the Prisoner Information Project with China;

Sen. Jesse Helms (R-NC), concerning the U.S. forest
products industry;

Sen. Trent Lott (R-MS) and several other Senators,
expressing concern over Kosovo;

Sen. Trent Lott (R-MS) and several other Senators,
concerning a Presidential letter regarding the status
of the 1972 Anti-Ballistic Missile Treaty;

Sen. John McCain (R-AZ), expressing concern over
Kosovo; ~

Sen. Paul D. Wellstone (D-MN) and Sen. Spencer Abraham
(R-MI), expressing concern over the economic sanctions

against Iragqg:;




10)

11)

12)

ENCLOSURES

Rep. Tom Campbell (R-CA) and thirty-three Members of
Congress, expressing concern over Kosovo;

/
Rep. John D. Dingell (D-MI), concerning the U.S.-Japan
trading agreement on flat glass;
Rep. George Radanovich (R-CA), expressing concern over
the treatment of ethnic Chinese in Indonesia;

Rep. Curt Weldon (R-PA) and twenty-six other, Members of
Congress concerning U.S. and Iragi relations; and,

Rep. Heather Wilson (R-NM), expressing concern over
Kosovo. :



THE WHITE HOUSE

{
WASHINGTON / \1\;);‘&
Dear Mr. Chairman: w@({\;&\{»

letter have helped £o guide our decisions ovef the last two
months. /

From the outset, we have had three overrifling objectives in
Kosovo. First, to end the violence thajy threatens the fragile
stability of the Balkans. Second, tg grevent a humanitarian
crisis from becoming a catastrophe __4 d third, to help the
Kosovar people achieve a high-degref of self-government.

We have made substantial progresg téggrd each of these
objectives. NATO determination/backed by a credible threat of
force has led to a cease-fire,f followed by a substantial
reduction of Serb security fogfrces in Kosovo. Now that
aggressive operations have gltopped, tens of thousands of

di qc’c'ekc‘l’d%eg&g e etl'lled to their'vi;lages. Fémally, we
ha A 2 A~ arg—raneked—rreigh toward a

Cas =2 A >

S
p4.

political settlement meay ve+p address the root causes of

the conflict. ‘ﬂt*f'w;l/ _
The current draft agrfement offers the Kosovars a high-degree of

autonomy, an indigengus police force and complete control over
education, health afid other institutions that most affect their
daily lives.

In order to verify Belgrade’s compliance, a number of actionsb////

have been takep/. NATO has fimplemented an intrusive air
surveillance Jegime that allows it to monitor the situation.
Under the lghdership of Bill Walker, an experienced American
diplomat, A 2,000-person verification mission is being
constityfed, with personnel and funds contributed by OSCE
nations. In support of this mission, NATO is establishing a
force in Macedonia that will be close at hand to extract
verifiers should that become necessary. In line with your
counsel, the combat forces deployed in Macedonia will be
provided exclusively by our allies.




military forces, my Administration is committed to work

Congress to provide adequate resq@urces for readiness gfid other
defense programs in FY 1999 and beyond. Over the logger-term, I

have directed the Office of Management and Budget
National Security Council to work with Secretary
Joint Chiefs to develop a multi-vear plan that pjovides the
resources necessary to preserve military readin€ss, support
troops and modernize aging weapons systems. Dhis plan will
incorporated in my FY 2000 budgel reguest to/fCongress.

I do not underestimate the difficulties thgf lie ahead, but
believe we are headed in the right direct]in. Again, thank
for writing and sharing your concerns wijgh me.

Since;ély,'

The Honorable John McCain
Committee on Commerce, Scilence
Transportation
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

$hen and the

our
be

you
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

ACTION
MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

FROM: SAMUEL BERGER
LARRY STEIN

SUBJECT: Presidential Letter to Senator ,5Cain on the

Crisis 1in Kosovo

Purpose
Respond to a letter from Senator McCair‘on the situation in
Kosovo.

|{'t~'w [ Ga we “‘”“‘“{VMbndg

7 L e cr\hcr’.sm(f)naé-,m.{wﬂs
guire that has led to MlloseVlc S
acceptance of intrusive verififation regimes and describes the
improving situation on the grfund as refugees gradually return
to their homes. It also addfesses Senator McCain’s concern
about the military readinesf isstie and his recommendation that
any ground forces deployed be European only.

Background o o, Eoga0
wcwekA$q

RECOMMENDATION

That you sign the letyer to Senator McCain at Tab A.

Attachments
Tab A Letter to/Senator McCain
Tab B IncomingfCorrespondence

cc: Vice President
Chief of Staff

vded Guatn Melan am faw; wrn Ocdobes )'c. a%
vy - J»//
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

Dear Mr. Chairman:

de%}51ons over the last two months. I know!'veH — L
; ‘dmwmvmﬁévgq abrleflng& on our Kosovo pollcy/'but I wanted to

personally let you know where we stand.

From the outset, we have had three overp!ding objectives in
Kosovo. First, to end the violence thgt threatens the fragile
stability of the Balkans. Second, tofprevent a humanitarian
crisis from becoming a catastrophe }fd third, to help the
Kosovar people achieve a high-degrgle of self-government.

£s on each of these objectives.
credible threat of force has led

We have made substantial progrey
NATO determination backed by gf
to a cease-fire, followed by & substantial reduction of Serb
security forces in Kosovo. /Now that aggressive operations have
stopped, tens of thousands/of displaced people have returned to
their villages. We have Also made good progress toward a
political settlement thgf will address the root causes of the
conflict. The current Araft agreement offers the Kocsovars a
high-degree of autonopy, an indigenous police force and complete
control over educatifn, health and other institutions that most
affect their daily Aives.

In order to verify Belgrade’s compliance, a number of actions
have been takey. NATO has implemented an intrusive air
surveillance fegime that allows it to monitor the situation.
Under the lgadership of Bill Walker, an experienced American
diplomat, A 2,000-person verification mission is being
constituyfed, with personnel and funds contributed by OSCE
nations In support of this mission, NATO is establishing a
force #n Macedonia that will be close at hand to extract
verifiers should that become necessary. In line with your
counsel, the combat forces deployed in Macedonia will be
provided exclusively by our allies.
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military forces, my Administration is committed to work wi
Congress to provide adequate resources for readiness and gfther
defense programs in FY 1999 and beyond. Over the longerfterm,
have directed the Office of Management and Budget and /'e

troops and modernize aging weapons systems. Thijfplan will be
incorporated in my FY 2000 budget request to Copgfiress.

I do not underestimate the difficulties thatﬁJie ahead, but I
believe we are headed in the right directioy. - Again, thank you
for writing and sharing your concerns withg#me.

Sinceredy,

The Honorable John McCain

Chairman y

Committee on Commerce, Sciencegand
Transportation 4

United States Senate

Washington, D.C. 20510




THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

Dear Mr. Chairman:

Thank you for your letter about the crisisﬁin Kosovo. 1 share
your concern and appreciate your views o_“the actions that
should be taken prior to the use of forge.

I agree with you on the importance off consulting with Congress
and conveying to the American peopla'our interest in ending the
violence and the rationale for ohr,iolicy. Throughout the
conflict, and with ever greater ffequency over the last several
months, both I and senior membeyé of my Administration have
consulted with Congress and informed the public about the
crisis, articulating for the Fmerican people why the measures we
are taking are necessary. 4

On the question of militargf readiness and over-extension that
you raise, my Administratfon is committed to working with
Congress to provide adegfiate resources for readiness and other
defense programs in FY /1999 and beyond. Over the longer-term, I
have directed the Offyce of Management and Budget and the
National Security Cofincil to work with Secretary Cohen and the
Joint Chiefs to deylop a multi-year plan that provides. the
resources necessapy to preserve military readiness, support our
troops and moderffize aging weapons systems. This plan will be
incorporated igfmy FY 2000 budget request to Congress. The men
and women of gur armed forces will have the resources they need
to do theirfob.

Your counsel, that the United States should not act alone and
that any ground forces deployed Lo the area be supplied by our
European allies, 1is precisely the policy we are following.
Ground forces attached to the NATO force positioned in Macedonia
to provide emergency support to OSCE verifiers will be provided
axedmstreLy by our European allies.
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

'/
ACTION V4
,'/.

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT rﬁ
FROM: SAMUEL BERGER V4

LARRY STEIN fﬁ
SUBJECT: Presrdeﬁ%ia& Lev’ar to Senator McCain emr—tke

C p—H0 ovo

.j/
:“/
Purpose f
' o [Coiw D e

Respond to a letter frOr'Senator McCaln urg&ﬁg—ﬁﬁe—ef—NA$o
nidtEeary—feorece—to reSouv: 2 OIS

Background

Wolr {w Wf}‘(my\un Nd‘hﬂv\mu-uw‘ou{h e ﬂwf'wu, o

Senator McCain csa

Kosowo. ¢thin ¢ ku“’ & MW“M) vm-wlalk, am? Aem,m! b aoluwt teat, éa%edg.n‘

Your reply suRma »179q NATQ prasgrire—that—iras—ted—+teoMitoss™ic’'s
acceptance of 1rtru51ve verificatien—regimes and oescrlbes the
improving _-J- OTT O e ground as refugees gradually return
ang-felief agﬁfcies increase del:veries of needed supplies. It
aso addressef Senator McCain’s concern about military over-
extension; ayd his recommendations that the Administration
explain the greasons for U.S. involvement in Kosovo to the
Congress anfl the American people, and that any ground forces
deployed bg European only.

RECOMMENDAT I ON

That youfsign the letter to Senator McCain at Tab A.

Attachments
Tab A Letter to Senator McCain
Tab B Incoming Correspondence

cc: Vice President
Chief of Staff
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Congress to provide adequate resources for readiness and other
defense programs in FY 1999 and bheyond. Over the longer-terpf I
have directed the Office of Management and Budget and the
National Security Council to work with Secretary Cohen ang? the
Joint Chiefs to develop a multi-year plan that prov1des fhe
resources necessary to preserve military readiness, #port our
troops and modernize aging weapons systems. This pl,’ will be
incorporated in my FY 2000 budget request to Congre’s. The men
and women of our armed forces will have the resources they need
to do their job.

A
0

(-\ with
fuz:;—aqfee on the importance of consultlno,w1th Congress and

conveying to the American people our 1ntere~ in ending the
violence and the rationale for our policy. j Throughout the
conflict, and with ever greater frequency/ over the last several
months, both I and senior members of my;‘dmlnlstratlon have
consulted with Congress and informed ,e public about the

crisis, articulating for the Amerlca- people why the measures e and

were taking were necessary.

P M _/4'

There are compeTling reasons fo he actions NAFO has takmn in
Josovo. hare jyour viey at 4 erbla s pelicy pf etphic
dleansipg threatened the stab13 y of thé regionf{ and/ could\have
dmbrojfed neighbpring countrig% in a Xarger conflligt. We hive a

strofig national [intgfrest in fre 2ntAng the conflict in Kosovo

L\E.am spiraling qu¥ of contrgl.

Your counsel, that the Ung%ed States should not act alone and
that any ground forces d¢

ployed to the area be supplied by our
European allies, is pregisely the policy we are following.
Ground forces attacheq?to the NATO force positioned in Macedonia
to provide emergency gupport to OSCE verifiers will be provided
exclusively by our Efiropean alli=s.

I do not underestijfhiate the difficulties that lie ahead, but I
believe we are hgladed in the right direction. Again, thank you

for writing and/sharing your concerns with me.

Sincerely,

The Honorable John McCain

" Committee on Commerce, Science and

Transportation
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510




THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

Dear Mr. Chairman:

Thank you for your theﬁgh%éti lette?// ------- efree about
the crisis in Kosovo I aé% FoE Saunels =

support for strong NATO action,

and am efrrteTed at working
recommendation, we

\Y @,

VA g
ou;:g ' we have had three g;erriding objectives in
Kosovo First, to end the violenc§;that threatens the fragile
stability of the Balkans. Second # to prevent a huywédnitarian
crisis froNw becoming a catastro& q{' d third, £o help the

Kosovar people achieve a high- uegree of self>fGovernment.
r”

We have made sub3{antial prOcress Fowgxet each of these
objectives. NATO Dyt forthfa credikle threat of force which

led to a cease-fire M™uat ,.s held since early October. This was
followed by a substant .‘jreoaction of Serb security forces in
Kosovo. Now that aggre~ 7& operations have stopped, tens of
thousands of dlsplaced/'-op e are returning to their homes.

We have also take q’close lookNat the root causes of the
crisis. The cupfent draft agreemdqt offers the Kosovars a high-
degree of aupdnomy, an indigenous pd®lice force and complete
control oyet edufation, health and other institutions that most
affect xheir d-:ly lives. We are workihg hard to convince armed
insprgent gropps in Kosovo that they, toow must cooperate to
bring about £ peaceful settlement.

There-is~gloech—work—ahead 0 make Lhis cease-fire armd-a

sett] ---::-‘hb: g£— In order to verify Belgrade’s compliance ATO
has ig#lemented an_intrusive air surveillance regims-"And under
the T eadership of Bitd Walker, an experiencsd-Fmerican diplomat,
a 2,000-person verificatiovn_mission 45 Dbeing constituted, with
personnel and funds contribufedlpy OSCE nations. In support of
this mission, NATO is—establishing~a~force in Macedonia that
will be close 3 and to extract verifietr in an emergency.
Further am hopeful that we will be able to adyance the cause
of—aJust solution for Kosovo without resorting to “fexce.

On the owexralld. question of military readiness and over-extension
that you raise, my Administration is committed to worwhmith



NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 6957

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20504

November 17, 1998

ACTION

MEMORANDUM FOR SAMUEL R. BERGER

THROUGH: GREG SCHULTE'W
FROM: MICHAEL HURLEYDVQ(
SUBJECT: Presidential Letter to,dénator McCain Regarding

the Crisis in Kosdvo ¢

Senator McCain has written th Pregfident to urge that the United
States join its allies to end atpgocities in Kosovo and alleviate
the human suffering there.

m

£\
Concurrences by: Jay Farrg.m Joseph Bouchard

RECOMMENDAT ION

That you sign the memorgfidum to the President at Tab I.

Attachments £

Tab I Memoyand_f for the President
Tag/A fetter to Senator McCain
Tap B JfIncoming Correspondence




6957

THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

ACTION
MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

FROM: SAMUEL BERGER
LARRY STEIN

SUBJECT: Letter to Senatcr McCain

Purpose
Respond to a letter from Senator Mcqﬁ;J on Kosovo.

Background

over-extension; and his ,féommendations that the Administration
explain the reasons for'}'s involvement in Kosovo to the
Congress and the Amerlfan peoiile, and that any ground forces

Attach entz/
Tab A Letter to Senator Mcfain
Tab B INcoming Correspondence

i

cc: Vice President
Chief of Staff



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

Dear Mr. Chairman:

Thank you for your letter about the crisisgin/Kosovo. I share
your concern and appreciate your views oﬁfthé actions that
should be taken prior to the use of forge.

I agree with you on the importance off consulting with Congress
and conveying to the American peopl€ outr interest in ending the
violence and the rationale for-oug”porﬁcy. Throughout the
conflict, and with ever greater Frequency over the last several
months, both I and senior membefs of my Administration have
consulted with Congress and iyformed the public about the
crisis, articulating for thefAmerican people why the measures we
are taking are necessary. J
4
On the question of militdry rdadiness and over-extension that
you raise, my Administygfition/is committed to working with
Congress to provide af-quage resources for readiness and other
defense programs in JY 1999 and beyond. Over the longer-term, I
have directed the Office/of Management and Budget and the
National Security fLounci/l to work with Secretary Cohen and the
Joint Chiefs to glevelop’ a muiti-year plan that provides the
gary to/preserve military readiness, support our
Ernize /aging weapons systems. This plan will be
in my FY 2000 budget request to Congress. The men
and women of our a?ﬁed forces will have the resources they need

to do theif job. /

Eu#Opean allies, is precisely the policy we are following.
Ground forces’ attached to the NATO force positioned in Macedonia
to provide emergency support to OSCE verifiers will be provided
by our Eusppean allies.

/

S



. Chairman

I do not underestimate the difficulties that lie ahead, but I
believe we are headed in the right direction. Again, thank you
for writing and sharing your concerns with me.

Sincerely,

The Honorable John McCain

Committee on Commerce, Science and
Transportation

United States Senate

Washington, D.C. 20510-0303
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

Dear Mr. Chairman:

Thank you for your letter about the cr;;is in Kosovo. The

you know where we stand.

From the outset, we have had t;
Kosovo. First, to end the viplence that threatens the fragile
stability of the Balkans.

¥ progress on each of these objectives.
Bd by a credible threat of force has led
Wwed by a substantial reduction of Serb
ovo. Now that aggressive operations have
‘”sands of displaced people have returned to
their villages. W¢ have also made godK progress toward a =
political settlemght that will address the root causes of the
conflict. The cytrent draft agrsement offers the Kosovars a
high-degree of y’tonomy, an indigenous police force and complete
control over eglication, health and other institutions that most
affect their gaily lives. '

In order tgfverify Belgrade’s compliance, a number of actions
have been“taken. NATO has implemented an intrusive air
surveillance regime that allows it to monitor the situation.
Under the leadership of Bill Walker, an experienced American
diplomat, a 2,000-person verification mission is being
constituted, with personnel and funds contributed by OSCE
nations. In support of this mission, NATO is establishing a
force in Macedonia that will be close at hand to extract
verifiers should that become necessary. In line with your
counsel, the combat forces deployed in Macedonia will be
provided exclusively by our allies.



