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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20508

December 16, 1993

ACTION

MEMORANDUM FOR ANTHONY LAKE

THROUGH: ROBERT G. BELL
FROM: STEVEN R. JONE89
SUBJECT: Letter to the President from Senator Wofford

RE: Philadelphia Naval Shipyard

Senator Harris Wofford (D-PA) hés written the President (Tab B)
regarding initiatives to assist in the transition of the
Philadelphia Naval Shipyard.

The Navy Base was ordered closed in the 1991 round of base
closings. This closing has been very controversial: a single
local re-use organization has been slow to emerge; Senator
Specter’s suit against the Government closing the base comes
before the Supreme Court next year; and $50 million appropriated
by Congress last year for the Shipyard has yet to be released by
DoD for lack of an acceptable re-use plan and projects.

In his letter to the President, Senator Wofford proposed several
initiatives aimed to assist in the transition to a multi-faceted
industrial and maritime facility. Most recently, Mayor Rendell,
Senator Specter and others appear to have joined forces behind a
common re-use plan, while still pursuing the civil suit against
the government. DoD expects the unified re-use plan for
conversion of the Naval Base to be submitted in a few weeks.
Senator Wofford has also recently contacted Secretary Reich
concerning potential Labor SWAT team visits to Philadelphia --
Labor and Defense are currently planning a low-key visit to
discuss worker adjustment and retraining needs.

The proposed response is similar to the one the President sent to
Senator Specter on December 10. It expresses the President’s
encouragement concerning a unified re-use plan for Philadelphia
and thanks Senator Wofford for his actions promoting worker

retraining. %w }»W &“L’*‘f]

Concurrenceés by: Jeremy Rosner, Keith Hahn, David Lane (NEC)

RECOMMENDATION

That you send the joint memo with Howard Paster and Bob Rubin to
the President (Tab I) recommending his signature at Tab A.

Attachments

Tab I Memorandum for the President
Tab A Letter to Senator Wofford
Tab B Incoming Correspondence
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

ACTION

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

FROM: ANTHONY LAKE
ROBERT RUBIN
HOWARD PASTER

SUBJECT: Letter from Senator Wofford RE: Philadelphia
Naval Shipyard

Purpose

To respond to Senator Wofford’s letter regarding the
redevelopment of the Philadelphia Naval Shipyard.

Background

The Navy Base was ordered closed in the 1991 round of base
closings. This closing has been very controversial: a single
local re-use organization has been slow to emerge; Senator
Specter’s suit against the Government goes before the Supreme
Court next year; and $50 million dollars appropriated by Congress
last year for the Shipyard has yet to be released by DoD for lack
of an acceptable re-use plan and projects.

In his letter to you, Senator Wofford proposes several
initiatives aimed to assist in the transition of the Navy Base to
a multi-faceted industrial and maritime facility. Most recently,
Mayor Rendell, Senator Specter and others appear to have joined
forces behind a common re-use plan, while still pursuing the
civil suit against the Government. Defense expects the
community’s unified re-use plan to be submitted in a few weeks.
Also recently Senator Wofford has contacted Secretary Reich
concerning potential Labor SWAT team visits to Philadelphia --
Labor and Defense are currently planning a low-key visit to
discuss worker adjustment and retraining needs.

This letter and your proposed response are similar to Senator
Specter’s recent letter and your December 10 reply.

cc: Vice President
Chief of Staff



RECOMMENDATION

That you sign the proposed reply at Tab A which thanks Senator
Wofford for his letter, expresses encouragement with the unified
re-use plan and thanks the Senator for his worker retraining
efforts.

Attachments
Tab A Letter to Senator Wofford
Tab B Incoming Correspondence
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

Dear Harris:

Thank you for your recent letter and your ideas
on initiatives to speed redevelopment at the
Philadelphia Navy Yard. As we have discussed, I
share your concern and also your commitment for
an effective transition of the Yard.

I understand the City of Philadelphia is nearing
completion of a re-use plan for the facilities
at the Shipyard. I am hopeful that a viable
plan that enjoys the support of Mayor Rendell
and the congressional delegation will be
presented to the Pentagon soon gso that last
year’s $50 million appropriation can be
disbursed. The Department of Defense and the
Navy are committed to the quick and successful
conversion of the Philadelphia Navy Yard.

I support a unified approach to the city’s
re-use planning and I appreciate your efforts in
this regard, particularly with respect to worker
retraining, which will be an important part of
this transition. Thank you again for your
interest and in sharing your ideas with me.

Sincerely,

The Honorable Harris Wofford
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510
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HARRIS WOFFORD ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLC W §
PRANSYLVANA FOREIGN RELATIONS
SMALL BUSINESS

RAnited States Senate

WASHINGTON, DC 20610-3803
November 18, 1993

The President
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President,

I write to request your support of several key initiatives
to assist in the transition of the Philadelphia Naval Complex to
a multi-faceted industrial and maritime facility.

The Philadelphia Naval Complex, which includes the Shipyard
and Naval Base, is one of the largest Defense facilities affected
by the Base Closure process. As a result of BRAC-91,
Philadelphia suffered greater job loss than any state in the
country. Over one-third of the national civilian job loss under
the 1991 round of closures and realignments was incurred by the
Philadelphia area.

For the last two years elected officials, union members, and
local economic development representatives in the Tri-state area
have been grappling with the conversion of this Naval Complex.
While opinions vary on the future of the maritime industry, all
agree that the Philadelphia Naval Complex’s future lies in the
technological sophistication of its workers and its facilities.

The conversion will require considerable long-term private
investment. However, federal assistance and support are
imperative if this conversion is to succeed. Specifically, I
have enclosed, for your review, several initiatives that I would
like to see your Administration support. I believe that with
your help, the transition of the Philadelphia Shipyard and Base
into a multi-industrial and maritime facility has the potential
to become a premier defense conversion effort.

Thank you for your interest in this matter. I look forward
to working with you on this and other important issues in the
coming new year, - _

Spjcer
L J




Senator Wofford
Page 2

-THE PHILADELPHIA NAVAL COMPLEX
CONVERSION INITIATIVES

1) Commence negotiations and expeditious approval of low-cost
lease agreements with the City of Philadelphia. The agreements
should address the Naval Base (to be excessed) and the Naval Yard
(to be retained) properties including the drydocks and machine

shops.

2) Allow the Philadelphia Naval Shipyard to bid, without
prejudice, on all government and commercial work immediately. 1In
addition, the Navy should consider sending all surplus ships to
Philadelphia for removal of asbestos -and dismantling of ship

parts and metal. :

3) Schedule additional maritime work through a no-bid designation
and delay any reduction-in-force initiatives slated for the
Shipyard. These initiatives will help preserve the effective
employment levels and skills necessary to the conversion.

4) Establish a National Maritime Industrial Center at
Philadelphia to research, develop, and prototype new ship
designs, ship systems, and maritime industrial processes.
This Center would fulfill the initiatives presented in the
National Shipbuilding Initiative and could create spin-off
shipbuilding businesses.

5) Provide adequate funding for the employee’s job training. An
estimated 6,000 workers will seek training totaling $40 million
under the Job Training Partnership Act. The Department of Labor
has expressed initial misgivings regarding Philadelphia’s funding
needs. In addition, the Department of Labor should schedule a
defense conversion SWAT team program at Philadelphia.

6) Expedite the Environmental impact review and clean-up at the
Base and Shipyard.



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON
December 2, 1993

MEMORANDUM FOR WILLIAM ITOH

FROM: HOWARD G. PASTER
LEGISLATIVE AFFAIR

SUBJECT: CONGRESSIONAL MAIL

Attached are copies of letters sent to the President from several
members of Congress.

Since these letters address national security issues, I would
appreciate your assistance in drafting a response. The letters

are as follows:

1) Harris Wofford (D-PA), concerning the Philadelphia
Naval Complex; and

2) . Sandy Levin (D-MI) and others, concerning sale of the
M1A2 tank to Sweden.

Thank you very much for your assistance. If you have any
questions, please feel free to call LeeAnn Inadomi at x7500.

Enclosure
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HARRIS WOFFORD ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC / 5
roaamvAA FOREIGN RELATIONS

Rnited States Senate e

WASHINGTON. DC 20810-3803
Novembexr 18, 1993

)
-

.'..l\

. The President
The White House
washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President,

I write to request your support of several key initiatives
to assist in the transition of the Philadelphia Naval Complex to
a multi-faceted industrial and maritime facility.

The Philadelphia Naval Complex, which includes the Shipyard
and Naval Base, is one of the largest pDefense facilities affected
by the Base Closure process. As a result of BRAC-91,
philadelphia suffered greater Jjob loss than any state in the
country. Over one-third of the pational civilian job loss under
the 1991 round of closures and realignments was incurred by the
Philadelphia area.

For the last two years elected officials, union members, and
local economic development representatives in the Tri-state area
have been grappling with the conversion of this Raval Complex.
while opinions vary on the future of the maritime industry, all
agree that the Philadelphia Naval Complex’s future lies in the
technological sophistication of its workers and its facilities.

The conversion will require considerable long-term private
investment. However, federal assistance and support are
imperative if this conversion is to succeed. Specifically, I
have enclosed, for your review, several initiatives that X would
like to see your Administration support. I believe that with
your help, the transition of the Philadelphia Shipyard and Base
into a multi-industrial and maritime facility has the potential

' to become a premier defense conversion effort.

Thank you for your interest in this matter. I look forward
to working with you on this and other important issues in the
coming new year.

S)gcer
L J

is




9812 ADD-ON
NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20508
December 16, 1993

ACTION

MEMORANDUM FOR ANTHONY LAKE

THROUGH : ROBERT BELLK%’\/
FROM: KEITH HAHN

SUBJECT: Nomination for AdMiral William A. Owens to be Vice
Chairman, Joint Lhiefs of Staff

At Tab A, Secretary of Defenge Les Aspin recommends that the
President assign Admiral WiY¥liam A. Owens, USN, as Vice Chairman
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff (VCJCS). Because of the importance
of this position, we beligve you should forward the memorandum at
Tab I to the President B oviding additional background

information on the posifion of VCJCS and ADM Owens professional
qualifications.

RECOMMENDATION

That you forward¢ the memorandum at Tab I to the President.

Attachment

Tab I emorandum for the President
Tab Incoming Correspondence

Flag Officer Biography
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

ACTION

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

FROM: ANTHONY LAKE

SUBJECT: Nomination of Admiral William A. Owens to be Vice
Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff

Purpose

Nominate Admiral William (Bill) Owens, USN, to be Vice Chairman,
Joint Chiefs of Staff (VCJCS).

Backgqround

The Goldwater-Nichols Department of Defense Reorganization Act of
1986 established the position of VCJCS to perform the duties of
the Chairman when there is a vacancy in his office or in his
absence or disability. The VCJCS is to be appointed by the
President, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, and
serves at the pleasure of the President for a term of two years,
with an option for reappointment for two additional terms. The
VCJCS, while so serving, holds the rank of admiral and outranks
all other officers of the armed forces except the Chairman.
However, the VCJCS may not exercise military command over the
Joint Chiefs of Staff or any of the armed forces.

At Tab A Secretary of Defense Aspin has nominated ADM Bill Owens
to relieve ADM Dave Jeremiah as VCJCS. ADM Owens’ professional
history is provided at Tab B. He has established an outstanding
reputation as an aggressive proponent for change in naval
organization, force structure and doctrine.

RECOMMENDATION

That you nominate ADM Owens to be Vice Chairman of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff.

Attachments
Tab A Nomination from Secretary of Defense Les Aspin
Tab B Professional Background of ADM Owens

cc: Vice President
Chief of Staff



THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE

WASHINGTON, THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

1'3 DEC 1993
MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

SUBJECT: Flag Officer Nomination

I recommend you assign Admiral William A. Owens, United States Navy, as Vice
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, a position previously designated to carry the grade of
admiral. I further recommend you nominate Admiral Owens for reappointment to the grade of
admiral. Admiral Owens, age 53, is currently under orders to assume command of the United
States Pacific Fleet in January 1994. He will succeed Admiral David E. Jeremlah United States
Navy, who is retiring, in Winter 1993-94.

In order to carry out the duties and responsibilities of the proposed assignmeat, a flag
officer must have demonstrated highly effective performance in senior leadership positions. As
the principal advisor to the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, he must be able to assist the °
Chairman, the Secretary of Defense, and the President in providing the strategic direction of the
armed forces. He must be able to ensure the preparation of strategic plans that contorm with
rzsource levels projected by the Secretary of Defense to be available for the period of time for
which the plans are to be effective. He is responsible for preparing joint logistics and military
plans to support national strategy, and for assigning logistics and mobility responsibilities to the
armed forces. Admiral Owens meets these qualifications.

This action will not cause the Navy to exceed the number of ofﬁccrs authorized to be
serving in the grade of admiral.

Attachment
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@he White Bouge

Washington

To the Senate of the United States:

I nominate:

The following named officer for reappointment to the grade
of admiral while assigned to a position of importance and
responsibility under Title 10, United States Code, Sections 154
and 601: ‘

e _Vice Chai e h t
To be Admiral
I [001a]

Admiral william A. owens, U. S. Navy, | (b)(6)



Withdrawal/Redaction Marker
Clinton Library

DOCUMENT NO.
AND TYPE

SUBJECT/TITLE

DATE RESTRICTION

001b. resume
pages)

Transcript of Naval Service for Admiral William Arthur Owens. (3

11/30/1993  b(6)

COLLECTION:
Clinton Presidential Records
National Security Council
Defense Policy and Arms Control (Robert Bell)
OA/Box Number: 48

FOLDER TITLE:
Chron File - December 1993 #2 [6]

2016-0152-F
vz4518

RESTRICTION CODES

Presidential Records Act - |44 U.S.C. 2204(a)]

Il National Security Classificd Information [(a)(1) of the PRA|

P2 Relating to the appointment to Federal office [(a)(2) of the PRA]

P3 Release would violate a Federal statute [(a)(3) of the PRA|

P4 Release would disclose trade secrets or conflidential commercial or
financial information |(a)(4) of the PRA]

PS Release would disclose confidential advice between the President
and his advisors, or between such advisors [a)(5) of the PRA|

P6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of
personal privacy [(a)(6) of the PRA]|

C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor's deed
of gift.
PRM. Personal record misfile defined in accordance with 44 U.S,C.
2201(3).
RR. Document will be reviewed upon request.

Freedom of Information Act - |5 U.S.C. 552(b)|

b(1) National sccurity classified information |(b)(1) of the FOIA]

b(2) Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of
an agency |(b)(2) of the FOIA|

b(3) Release would violate a Federal statute [(b)(3) of the FOIA|]

b(4) Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial
information [(b)(4) of the FOIA]

b(6) Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of
personal privacy [(b)(6) of the FOIA]

b(7) Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement
purposes |[(b)}(7) of the FOIA|

b(8) Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of
financial institutions [(b)(8) of the FOIA]

b(9) Release would disclose geological or geophysical information
concerning wells [(b)(9) of the FOIA|



DATE: _December 14, 1993 ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: December 22, 1993

SUBJECT: _MILITARY NQMINAIIQN.-- ADMIRAL WILLIAM A. OWENS, USN, FOR REAPPOIN
MENT TO THE GRADE OF ADMIRAL AND RECOMMENDATION FOR ASSIGNMENT AS VICE

[rcsssesiaoa suaocee coceze or o :

- ACTION FYI ACTION FYI
VICE PRESIDENT O O PASTER O O
McLARTY O O QUINN O 0
NEEL O 0 RASCO O 0O
PANETTA O O RUBIN 0O O
BAGGETT 0O O SEGAL O .
EMANUEL O O3 SEIDMAN O O -
GEARAN O O STEPHANOPOULOS [J O
GERGEN o O TYSON | 0o 0
GIBBONS O O - VARNEY o O
HALE O O WATKINS 0 O
HERMAN O 0 a O
LAKE o 0O O
LINDSEY O O CLERK O o
McGINTY O 0 0O O
MYERS O O O O
NUSSBAUM O O O O

REMARKS:

Do you have any objection?

RESPONSE:

The National Security Council staff concurs in the attached military
nomination.

JOHN D. PODESTA
Assistant to the President
and Staff Secretary

Ext. 2702
Anthony Lake



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

.December 13, 1993

B p)s g,

-

DI
SUBJECT: Flag Officer Nomination

sy

RECTOR, WHITE HOUSE MILITARY OFFICE

Forwarded for your approval and signature is the nomination of
Admiral william A. Owens, United States Navy, for reappointment
to the grade of admiral and a recommendation for his assignment
as Vice Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff.

This nomination has been staffed by the Secretary of the Navy and
was approved by the Secretary of Defense.

Recommendation
That you approve and sign the attached.

Attachment



POSSIBLE Q AND A's FOR SECDEF ANNOUNCEMENT CEREMONY

Defense Budget Shortfall

Do you think the defense budget for the next five years
needs to be raised $50 billion, as Secretary Aspin
recommends?

Answer

I know that concerns have been raised with regard to the
effect of pay and inflation on the defense budget, but I
have not had an opportunity to study this question in any
detail. I am aware, though, that the President is
addressing these issues in his budget process and is working
with Secretary Aspin, Leon Panetta, Tony Lake and the Joint
Chiefs to resolve them.

Russian Fascism

Do the recent parliamentary election results in Russia mean
that we are headed back toward a Cold War relationship with
that country, and if so, do you agree with former Secretary
of Defense Cheney that we should put a brake on our defense
drawdowns?

Answer

The President has spoken to this question recently, and I
would suggest you direct your question to him.

Gays in the Military

Do you support the President’s position on gays in the
military?

Answer
I fully support the position on this sensitive issue that
the President and the Secretary of Defense worked out with

Congress.

Bottom Up Review

Do you agree with the results of the Bottom Up Review?

Answer _
From what I know about it, yes. While I have not received
detailed briefings on it, my impression is that Secretary

Aspin and the Joint Chiefs did an extremely competent and

thorough job in making these recommendations.



Somalia/Tanks to Mogadishu

Would you have approved our military commander in
Mogadishu’s request last summer for armor reinforcements for
our troops there?

Answer

I have always tried to make it a rule not to engage in
Monday morning quarterbacking on issues where I do not know
all the facts or all the considerations that came into play
in making that decision.

North Korea

Is war likely with North Korea?

Answer

I do not think it wise for me to speak publicly to an issue
as sensitive as this without the benefit of detailed

briefings.

Process of Selection

When did the President offer you this job? Was it days ago
or did it just come up last night?

Answer
I have always made it a rule never to comment publicly on my
private conversations with this or any other President of

the United States.

South Africa Corporate Sanctions Issue

As a member of the board, did you participate in the
decision of the company to violate South African
sanctions?

Answer

No.
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WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM

DATE: ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY:_L & [z 1 a3

- SUBJECT: MILITARY NOMINATION -- 10 .OFFICERS FOR APPOINTMENT TO THE
GRADE OF MAJOR GENERAL, USMC

—

—
——

ACTION FYI : ACTION  FYI

VICE PRESIDENT O O PASTER O O
MCLARTY O O QUINN 4 O
NEEL O O RASCO O O
PANETTA O O RUBIN O O
BAGGETT B O SEGAL O O
EMANUEL O O SEIDMAN O O
GEARAN O U STEPHANOPOULOS [ U
GERGEN O O TYSON O O
GIBBONS O O VARNEY O O
HALE O O WATKINS O O
HERMAN o d __WiLLIAMS g O
LAKE O O fone ' O
LINDSEY O O IZ/
McGINTY O O O
MYERS O 0 O
NUSSBAUM O O O

|i

" REMARKS:

Do you have any objection?

RESPONSE:

The National Security Council staff concurs in the attached military
nominations.

JOHN D. PODESTA
Assistant to the President
and Staff Secretary

Anthony Lake Ext. 2702



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON 930[-,\ g P3 OB

December 6, 1993

MEMORANDUM FOR

FROM:
<DIRECTOR, WHITE HOUSE MILITARY OFFICE
SUBJECT: General Officer Nomination

Forwarded for your approval and signature is a nomination
containing the names of ten officers for appointment to the grade
of major general in the United States Marine Corps.

This recommendation is based on a selection board that was
approved by the Deputy Secretary of Defence on behalf of the
Secretary.

Recommendation

That you approve and sign the attached.

Attachment
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Ohe White Houge

Washington

To the Senate of the United States:

I nominate:

The following named brigadier generals of the U.S. Marine
Corps for promotion to the permanent grade of major general,
under the provisions of Section 624 of Title 10, United States
Code:

To be Major General

Brigadier General Claude W. Reinke | (b)(6) |
Brigadier General Carlton W. Fulford, Jr. | (b)6) |
Brigadier General Carol A. Mutter | b6y |
Brigadier General Frank Libutti |  (b)(6) |
Brigadier General Terrence R. Dake | (b)(6) | [002]
Brigadier General James L. Jones, Jr. | (b)(6) |
Brigadier General John E. Rhodes | (b)(B) |
Brigadier General Thomas },. Wilkerson | (b)(6) |
Brigadier General Peter Pace [ (b)(6) ]
Brigadier General Ray L. Smith| (b)(6) |
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL
WASHINGTON. D.C. 20508

December 19, 1993

ACTION

MEMORANDUM FOR ANTHONY LAKE

THROUGH: ROBERT G. BELL @6‘6/

FROM: STEVEN P. ANDREASEN SR~

SUBJECT: - Report on the President’s ABM Treaty Initiative
Attached at Tab I is a memorandum from you to the President
reporting on our efforts to implement the President’s initiative

to multilateralize the ABM Treaty and negotiate a TMD/ABM
demarcation.

RECOMMENDATION

That you sign the memorandum to the President at Tab I.

Approve Disapprove

Attachments -
~ Tab I Memorandum to the Presiden

DECLASSIFIED

White Howse G E.0.13526
ite House Guidelines, September 11, 2006
By VI-NARA, Date 10/ 300
Toly-pisy <+
SECREE-

Declassify on: OADR
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20508

December 14, 1993

ACTION

MEMORANDUM FOR ANTHONY LAKE ‘?e{/

THROUGH : ROBERT G. BELL

FROM: STEVEN P. ANDREASEN SA-

SUBJECT: Letter from Senator Boxer Regarding CTB
Negotiations

Senator Boxer has written the President urging him to place the
CTB negotiations on a "fast track"” in order to complete an
agreement in time for the Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT)
Extension Conference in 1995.

The response from the President notes the progress we have made
to date in getting the negotiating process off to a fast start in
January 1994 and explains why setting a deadline for completion
of the talks in time for the NPT Extension Conference would be
counterproductive at this stage.

Concurrence: Jeremy er Steve foki

RECOMMENDATION

That you sign the memorandum to the President at Tab I.

Approve Disapprove
Attachments:
Tab I Memorandum to the President
Tab A Letter to Senator Boxer

Tab B Letter from Senator Boxer
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

FROM: ANTHONY LAKE
HOWARD PASTER

SUBJECT: Letter from Senator Boxer Regarding CTB
Negotiations

Purpose

To respond to a letter from Senator Boxer regarding CTB
negotiations.

Background

Senator Boxer has written you urging you to place the CTB
negotiations on a "fast track" in order to complete an agreement
in time for the Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) Extension
Conference in 1995.

The response from you notes the progress we have made to date in
getting the negotiating process off to a fast start in January
1994 and explains why setting a deadline for completion of the
talks in time for the NPT Extension Conference would be
counterproductive at this stage.

Recommendation

That you sign the response to the Representatives at Tab A.

Attachments
Tab A Letter to Senator Boxer
Tab B Letter from Senator Boxer

cc: Vice President
Chief of Staff



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

Dear Barbara:

Thank you for your letter of November 18 on Comprehensive Test
Ban (CTB) negotiations. Before addressing the specific points in
your letter, I would like to briefly review with you the progress
we have made in 1993 towards achieving a multilateral nuclear
test ban. '

Early last March, I directed a Presidential Review of U.S. policy
on nuclear testing and a CTB. The Review examined all aspects of
our nuclear testing program and various issues relating to the
actual content of the CTB Treaty we would seek to negotiate. On
July 3, I announced the conclusion of that Review and stated my
intention to extend the U.S. testing moratorium through September
1994. I also issued instructions to begin bilateral
consultations to organize and prepare for an early CTB
negotiation.

I am pleased to note that we are on the threshold of formally
convening the CTB negotiations. Our bilateral consultations on
the organization and conduct of CTB talks have been very
successful and we have made progress in the Conference on
Disarmament (CD) to confer a negotiating mandate on the CD’s Ad
Hoc Committee on Nuclear Testing. While we still have some
important procedural matters to resolve, I am confident that we
will be able to hit the ground running when the formal CTB
negotiations begin in January 1994. 1In the interim, for the
first time, the First Committee of the United Nations General
Assembly approved last month by consensus a resolution advocating
a global treaty to ban all nuclear weapon tests. The United
States was a principal co-sponsor of the resolution.

Over the past five months, we have also completed internal
reviews of our requirements for nuclear weapons stockpile
stewardship in the absence of nuclear testing and effective CTB
monitoring and verification. This analysis will help to ensure
that negotiations get off to a quick start in January and that we
are ready to implement a CTB after the negotiation is concluded.

Although I am in favor of completing a CTB Treaty at the earliest
possible date, I do not believe we should set a deadline now for

completing the Treaty even before the formal negotiating process

has begun. Nor should we link completion of a CTB to the NPT



Extension Conference in the Spring of 1995. Our goal is, at a
minimum, to be able to point to serious progress in the CTB
negotiations by the time the NPT Extension Conference opens;
however, we cannot guarantee this outcome. Thus, we should be
careful not to encourage efforts by other nations to tie their
support for indefinite extension of the NPT Treaty in 1995 -- the
cornerstone of our nonproliferation efforts -- to completion of a
CTB.

I look forward to working with you to realize our common goal of
a CTB.

Sincerely,

The Honorable Barbara Boxer
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510
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i wn
The President e

The White House
Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mr. President:

I applaud your administration’s efforts to give non-proliferation
issues a high priority.

I believe that a successful non-proliferation strategy must
include a productive Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) Extension
Conference in 1995. The best way to ensure success is to
complete the Comprehensive Test Ban (CTB) Treaty negotiations by
the time the Extension Conference convenes in New York in April,
1995.

I believe that you can set the stage for a successful NPT
Extension Conference by placing the CTB negotiations on a "fast
track."” If there is no sense of urgency in pushing the
negotiations forward, they can easily become bogged down in
bureaucratic channels, in the Geneva negotiations, and by the
lack of enthusiasm from certain key states. I am concerned that _
some administration officials appear to view the Congressionally-
mandated deadline to stop testing -- September, 1996 -- as the
timeline for concluding a CTB treaty.

It may take all of this time to finish the protocols and
verification annexes of the CTB, but the agreement itself can be
negotiated in time for the Extension Conference. I urge you to
publicly announce your intention to make every possible effort to
conclude a CTB agreement by the time the Extension Conference
convenes. I also ask that you call on other world leaders to
make similar public declarations, especially those from countries
participating in the Conference on Disarmament, where the CTB
negotiations will take place. Finally, I ask you to assign a
senior official to this issue to ensure appropriate follow-up.

I and the overwhelming majority of my colleagues in the Senate
are ready to help you make a Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty a
reality.

£z§§;;§ly’ c—
: afz¢;;xer ;;Z%%axﬁ:;::;__ '

United States Senator

PR'NTED ON RECYCLED PAPER
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20508

December 14, 1993

ACTION

MEMORANDUM FOR ANTHONY LAKE

THROUGH:: ROBERT G. BELL{"

FROM: STEVEN P. ANDREASEN %‘

SUBJECT: Letter from Senator Boxer Regarding CTB
Negotiations

Senator Boxer has written the President urging him to place the
CTB negotiations on a "fast track” in order to complete an
agreement in time for the Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT)
Extension Conference in 1995.

The response from the President notes the progress we have made
to date in getting the negotiating process off to a fast start in
January 1994 and explains why setting a deadline for completion
of the talks in time for the NPT Extension Conference would be
counterproductive at this stage.

Concurrence: Jeremy er SteverAoki
RECOMMENDATION

That you sign the memorandum to the President at Tab I.

Approve Disapprove
Attachments:
Tab I Memorandum to the President
Tab A Letter to Senator Boxer

Tab B Letter from Senator Boxer
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

FROM: ANTHONY LAKE
HOWARD PASTER

SUBJECT: Letter from Senator Boxer Regarding CTB
Negotiations

Purpose

To respond to a letter from Senator Boxer regarding CTB
negotiations.

Background

Senator Boxer has written you urging you to place the CTB
negotiations on a "fast track" in order to complete an agreement
in time for the Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) Extension
Conference in 1995.

The response from you notes the progress we have made to date in
getting the negotiating process off to a fast start in January
1994 and explains why setting a deadline for completion of the
talks in time for the NPT Extension Conference would be
counterproductive at this stage.

Recommendation

That you sign the response to the Representatives at Tab A.

Attachments
Tab A Letter to Senator Boxer
Tab B Letter from Senator Boxer

cc: Vice President
Chief of Staff



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

Dear Barbara:

Thank you for your letter of November 18 on Comprehensive Test
Ban (CTB) negotiations. Before addressing the specific points in
your letter, I would like to briefly review with you the progress
we have made in 1993 towards achieving a multilateral nuclear
test ban. '

Early last March, I directed a Presidential Review of U.S. policy
on nuclear testing and a CTB. The Review examined all aspects of
our nuclear testing program and various issues relating to the
actual content of the CTB Treaty we would seek to negotiate. On
July 3, I announced the conclusion of that Review and stated my
intention to extend the U.S. testing moratorium through September
1994. I also issued instructions to begin bilateral
consultations to organize and prepare for an early CTB
negotiation.

I am pleased to note that we are on the threshold of formally
convening the CTB negotiations. Our bilateral consultations on
the organization and conduct of CTB talks have been very
successful and we have made progress in the Conference on
Disarmament (CD) to confer a negotiating mandate on the CD’s Ad
Hoc Committee on Nuclear Testing. While we still have some
important procedural matters to resolve, I am confident that we
will be able to hit the ground running when the formal CTB
negotiations begin in January 1994. 1In the interim, for the
first time, the First Committee of the United Nations General
Assembly approved last month by consensus a resolution advocating
a global treaty to ban all nuclear weapon tests. The United
States was a principal co-sponsor of the resolution.

Over the past five months, we have also completed internal
reviews of our requirements for nuclear weapons stockpile
stewardship in the absence of nuclear testing and effective CTB
monitoring and verification. This analysis will help to ensure
that negotiations get off to a quick start in January and that we
are ready to implement a CTB after the negotiation is concluded.

Although I am in favor of completing a CTB Treaty at the earliest
possible date, I do not believe we should set a deadline now for

completing the Treaty even before the formal negotiating process

has begun. Nor should we link completion of a CTB to the NPT
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Extension Conference in the Spring of 1995. Our goal is, at a

minimum, to

be able to point to serious progress in the CTB

negotiations by the time the NPT Extension Conference opens;

however, we
careful not
support for
cornerstone
CTB.

cannot guarantee this outcome. Thus, we should be
to encourage efforts by other nations to tie their
indefinite extension of the NPT Treaty in 1995 -- the
of our nonproliferation efforts -- to completion of a

I look forward to working with you to realize our common goal of

a CTB.

Sincerely,

The Honorable Barbara Boxer
United States Senate

Washington,

D.C. 20510
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Dear Mr. President:

I applaud your administration’s efforts to give non-proliferation
issues a high priority.

I believe that a successful non-proliferation strategy must
include a productive Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) Extension
Conference in 1995. The best way to ensure success is to
complete the Comprehensive Test Ban (CTB) Treaty negotiations by
the time the Extension Conference convenes in New York in April,
1995.

I believe that you can set the stage for a successful NPT
Extension Conference by placing the CTB negotiations on a "fast
track." 1If there is no sense of urgency in pushing the
negotiations forward, they can easily become bogged down in
bureaucratic channels, in the Geneva negotiations, and by the
lack of enthusiasm from certain key states. I am concerned that _
some administration officials appear to view the Congressionally-
mandated deadline to stop testing -- September, 1996 -- as the
timeline for concluding a CTB treaty.

It may take all of this time to finish the protocols and
verification annexes of the CTB, but the agreement itself can be
negotiated in time for the Extension Conference. I urge you to
publicly announce your intention to make every possible effort to
conclude a CTB agreement by the time the Extension Conference
convenes. I also ask that you call on other world leaders to
make similar public declarations, especially those from countries
participating in the Conference on Disarmament, where the CTB
negotiations will take place. Finally, I ask you to assign a
senior official to this issue to ensure appropriate follow-up.

I and the overwhelming majority of my colleagues in the Senate
are ready to help you make a Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty a
reality.

Sj ely,

United States Senator

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

December 15, 1993

MEMORANDUM FOR SUSAN BROPHY, STEVE HILTON, ARTHUR JONES,
AL MALDON AND NANCY SODERBERG

FROM: CHRISTINE VARNEY
JENNIFER O’CONNOR

SUBJECT: Persian Gulf Veterans Syndrome

Several weeks ago, staff members from the Departments of Defense, Health and Human
Services and Veterans Affairs initiated an interagency working group to coordinate their
efforts to research and treat the symptoms of the symptoms experienced by some of the
Veterans returned from the Persian Gulf. This week, the working group is developing
coordinated research, legislative and communications strategies for the Departments.

On Monday, December 20, at 10:30 a.m. in the Roosevelt Room, the interagency group
will brief Secretary Aspin, Secretary Shalala, Secretary Jesse Brown and Carol Rasco on
their proposed Administration strategies as well as the status of their work. Please let us
know if you will be able to attend the meeting by contacting Susan Babyak at x 2572.
Draft materials for Monday’s meeting will be circulated to each of you tomorrow for
comment.
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

December 16, 1993

MEMORANDUM FOR SUSAN BROPHY, STEVE HILTON, ARTHUR JONES,
AL MALDON AND NANCY SODERBERG

FROM: CHRISTINE A. VARNEY
JENNIFER O’'CONNOR

SUBJECT: Persian Gulf Mystery Illness

In preparation for the Monday, December 20 Principals briefing on the Persian Guilf
Mystery Illness, the interagency staff working group will meet tomorrow (Friday,
December 17) at 4:00 p.m. in the Roosevelt Room. The meeting is intended discuss the
interagency plan and the format of Monday’s briefing session. Please contact Susan
Babyak on ext. 2572 if you are interested in attending tomorrow’s meeting.

CHANGE OF ROOM: The Principals meeting scheduled for Monday, December 20
from 10:00 a.m. to noon will now be held in Room 472, OEOB.
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL
WASHINGTON. D.C. 20506

December 16, 1993

ACTION

MEMORANDUM FOR SAMUEL R. BERGER

THROUGH : ROBERT BELL
FROM: PETER FEAVERPDE
SUBJECT: Commissioning Site for USS RHODE ISLAND

At Tab III the Deputy Secretary of Defense has written
recommending that you notify Governor Bruce Sundlun that the USS
RHODE ISLAND will be commissioned in the state of Rhode Island.
Tab I is a proposed letter from you to Governor Sundlun directing
the commissioning to take place in Rhode Island. Tab II is a
proposed memorandum from you to the Secretary of the Navy
notifying him of your action.

RECOMMENDATION

That you sign the proposed letter at Tab I to Governor Bruce
Sundlun and the proposed memorandu.

Attachments
Tab I Proposed letter to Governor Bruce Sundlun
Tab II Memorandum to the Secretary of the Navy

Tab III Incoming Correspondence



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

Dear Governor Sundlun:

I am pleased to advise you that the
commissioning of USS RHODE ISLAND (SSBN
740) will take place at Newport, Rhode
Island.

It is especially appropriate that the
commissioning be held in your fine state,
given Rhode Island’s rich contribution to
naval tradition and the role Rhode '
Islanders played in the construction of
this boat in particular.

Sincerely,

Samuel R. Berger
Deputy Assistant to the President
for National Security Affairs

The Honorable Bruce Sundlun
Governor of Rhode Island

State House

Providence, Rhode Island 02903
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

MEMORANDUM FOR JOHN DALTON
Secretary of the Navy

SUBJECT: Commissioning Site for USS RHODE ISLAND

Please be advised that I have notified Governor Sundlun that the
commissioning of the USS RHODE ISLAND (SSBN 740) will take place
at Newport, Rhode Island.

Samuel R. Berger
Deputy Assistant to the President
for National Security
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

MEMORANDUM FOR JOHN DALTON
Secretary of the Navy

SUBJECT: Commissioning Site for USS RHODE ISLAND

Please be advised that I have notified Governor Sundlun that the

commissioning of the USS RHODE ISLAND (SSBN 740) will take place
at Newport, Rhode Island.

Sandy Berger
Deputy Assistant to the President
for National Security



THE DEPUTY SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301-1000

13 DEC 1993

MEMORANDUM FOR THE DEPUTY ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT FOR
NATIONAL SECURITY

SUBJECT: Commissioning Site for USS RHODE ISLAND

The Secretary of the Navy recommends that the President or
his designee advise Governor Bruce Sundlun that the commissioning
of USS RHODE ISLAND (SSBN 740) will take place at Newport, Rhode
Island. S

It is highly appropriate that the commissioning be held in
Rhode Island--the state whose name the ship will bear and which
is especially rich in naval tradition and history. Although work
on the ship is being completed at the Electric Boat Facility in
Groton, Connecticut, much of the initial construction was
accomplished at Quonset Point in Rhode Island and the Groton
workforce includes a significant proportion of Rhode Island
residents. The additional cost to the government will not be
significant and a portion of the total expenses will be defrayed
by Electric Boat and the State of Rhode Island.

Please advise the Secretary of the Navy when Governor
Sundlun has been notified so that he can give the necessary

instruction to the Navy.
7
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL
WASHINGTON. D.C. 20508

December 15, 1993

ACTION

MEMORANDUM FOR ANTHONY LAKE

THROUGH: ROBERT G. BELL%%
FROM: ANNE WITKOWSKY Mb\)
SUBJECT: Award of Presidential Citizens Medal to

Mr. Zachary Fisher and Major General Adrian St.
John, USA (Ret.)

At Tab I is a memorandum for the President recommending that he
award the Presidential Citizens Medal to Mr. Zachary Fisher and
Major General Adrian St. John, USA (Ret.).

Admiral Crowe recently recommended to you that Mr. Fisher
deserved recognition for his civic generosity, chiefly his
development of Fisher Houses. These homes, built on the premises
of military bases, provide comfortable, affordable accommodation
to the families of those hospitalized for serious illness or
critical injury. As you can see in the attached background
materials, Fisher Houses have been widely praised. Twelve of
these houses have been built; 25 in all are planned. His Fisher
Armed Services Foundation, which funds Fisher Houses, has also
assisted military families in need over the years, in particular
those who suffered as a result of the bombing of the Beirut
Marine Corps barracks, the USS IOWA, and the USS STARK. Fisher
is also the founder of the Intrepid Museum Foundation, )
established to refurbish the WWII carrier INTREPID.

We would recommend that in addition to a medal for Mr. Fisher, a
medal be simultaneously awarded to Major General Adrian St. John.
General St. John led a distinguished military career spanning
more than fifty years before his retirement in 1992. Although a
medal for General St. John had been approved by President Bush in
November, 1992, the necessary paperwork was not completed and
approval lapsed with his departure. Director Woolsey has been
particularly supportive of granting this award.

RECOMMENDATION

That you forward the memorandum to the President recommending
approval of the Presidential Citizens Medal for both Fisher and
St. John. 1If approved, we will arrange an appropriate, joint

ceremony and prepare t;; citations.
Concurrence by: A eczko
Attachments

Tab I Memorandum for the President

Tab A Background on Mr. Fisher
Tab B Background on General St. John
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

ACTION
MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT
FROM: ANTHONY LAKE

SUBJECT: Award of Presidential Citizens Medal to
Mr. Zachary Fisher and to Major General Adrian St.
John, USA (Ret.)

Purpose

To obtain your approval to award the Presidential Citizens Medal
to Mr. Zachary Fisher, a man who has given imaginatively and
generously to the welfare of military officers and their
families, and to Major General Adrian St. John, after 50 years of
service to the nation as a military officer and diplomat.

Background

Mr. Zachary Fisher, real estate developer for more than fifty
years, began constructing Fisher Houses in 1990. Funded through
the Fisher Armed Services Foundation, these 12 homes (scheduled
to be 25 in all) are located on the grounds of military hospitals
around the country to provide affordable, comfortable
accommodation to families whose members are undergoing treatment
for serious illness or critical injury. His Fisher Armed
Services Foundation, which funds Fisher Houses, has also assisted
military families in need over the years, in particular those who
suffered as a result of the bombing of the Beirut Marine Corps
barracks, the USS IOWA, and the USS STARK. Fisher is also the
founder of the Intrepid Museum Foundation, established to
refurbish the WWII carrier INTREPID. His many contributions are
presented in more detail at Tab A.

Major General Adrian St. John left government service last year
after serving ten years as the JCS Chairman’s representative to
our successful negotiations on Conventional Forces in Europe
(CFE). Prior to that, General St. John distinguished himself as
a highly decorated Army officer during World War II, Korea, and
Vietnam and as a senior U.S. Army leader. The attached letter
from former CFE Ambassador Hansen (Tab B) describes the
contributions this remarkable and dedicated man has made to our
security efforts in Europe and elsewhere for more than half a
century.

cc: Vice President
Chief of Staff



The distinguished records of both these gentlemen certainly meet
the criteria for the Presidential Citizens Medal as established
in Executive Order 11494. Admiral William J. Crowe, Jr., USN
(Ret.), has recommended Mr. Fisher for this recognition. Major
General St. John has been recommended by Jim Woolsey, among
others, for whom St. John worked when Woolsey served as our CFE
Ambassador. In St. John’s case, then-President Bush gave his
approval on November 6, 1992, but due to the press of business
the award was never presented and approval lapsed with Bush’s
departure.

RECOMMENDATION

That you award the Presidential Citizens Medal to Mr. Zachary
Fisher and to Major General Adrian St. John.

Approve Disapprove
Attachments
Tab A Background on Mr. Fisher

Tab B Background on Major General St. John
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Prepared by the Intrepid Sea-Air-space Museun,
Office of Public Affairs, (212) 245-2533
Revised December 6, 1992

ZACHARY FISHER PROFILE

Acknowledged by the Armed Forces as this nation's mest = -
dedicated patriot, Zachary Fisher considers himself to be th
luckiest man alive. He has two full and very rewarding

careers, one in the investment building sector of New York's

real estate industry, the other as a private citizen serving
his beloved country.

Born in Brooklyn, New York, he began wvorking in
construction when he was 16 years old. Together with his
brothers, Martin and Larry, the three young men formed Fisher
Brothers. Although a serious building accident nearly cost
hin his left leg, Zachary persevered and excelled. The
business grew into one of the industry's leaders,
contributing some of the most prestigious international
corporate office buildings to the New York skyline. The list
includes prominent companies like Burlington Mills, Smith

Barney, Union Bank of Switzerland, Bankers Trust Company and
Westvaco.

After more than 50 years in the feal estate business,
Zachary Fisher decided that he wanted to devote more of his

time and energy to his country. At that time, he was unsure

as to wvhich direction his intense devotion to patriotism
would takae. : ' ’

. Just when many of his contemporaries were retiring to a
life of leisure, Fisher embarked on another career, one which
would become all consuming. It would decide his destiny,
redirect his life, and, as the need for his total involvement

became more apparent, it would touch the lives of millions of
Americans as well.

It started back in November 1977 when Zachary Fisher
attended a breakfast meeting at Vogue Magazine, hosted by
World War Two bomber pilot Dick Shortway. Along with 20
other New York business men, Fisher was introduced to the
initial campaign to "... save the historic and battle

scarred aircraft carrier INTREPID from scrapping ...* and to

turn her into a museum. .
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To succeed, the fledgling campaign needed a lot of help,
foremost of which was credible leadership. Of those 20
businessmen, only Zachary Fisher came forward. He would
provide both the help and the leadership. The project to
"Save The INTREPID" was the largest of its kind ever
undertaken by a private citizen. Prior to Fisher, the Navy
had awarded retired major vessels only to large
municipalities or state governments.

Mr. Fisher decided that he wanted "... to preserve the
Intrepid so that future generations of Americans could
appreciate the sacrifices made by a few to guarantee the
liberties and freedoms for the many."

In March 1978, Fisher founded the Intrepid Museum
Foundation and immediately began assembling the team

necessary to accomplish the critical tasks of securing
permits, plans, bids and funding.

The City of New York had envisioned the Intrepid Museum
as the lead project in the redevelopment of Manhattan's West
Side.

Everything was in place by January 1982, and the work
began at a hectic pace. The following August, Zachary Fisher
and Mayor Ed Koch officially opened the new museun.

It was after this period that Zachary Fisher became
invoelved in several other patriotic causes. He is the
Honorary Chairman of the Board of Directors of the Marine
Corps Scholarship Foundation, Inc. and a major supporter of
the Coast Guard and the Navy League. '

Mr. Fisher is also a Director of VOLUNTEER - The National
Center. He is one of the nation's leading volunteers in his
capacity as chairman of the Board of Trustees of the Intrepid
Sea, Air and Space Museum. For his exemplary service as a
volunteer, Zachary Fisher was presented with the VOLUNTEER
Action Award by President Reagan on June 10, 1988.
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World events also began to play a role in the lives of
Zachary Fisher and his wife Elizabeth. Both felt strongly
about those young American citizens who served in the US
Armed Forces. Zachary believed that they were the forgotten
heroces, for they served without recognition or reward. Then
came the devastating reports of the terrible massacre of the
Marine peacekeeping force in Beirut, followed by the USss
STARK missile attack incident in the Persian Gulf. Both
disasters were heartbreaking news to the Fishers, but out of
their sorrow emerged the 2achary and Elizabeth Fisher Armed
Services Foundation, pledged to help service men and women
and their families in specific times of need.

Never was the need more apparent than after the 1989
turret explosion aboard USS IOWA. Just a year earlier, the
battleship had visited New York during Fleet Week. The
Fishers had been aboard IOWA and had met some of the crewmen
who were later killed. The battleship had saved INTREPID
from being sunk during a massive kamikaze attack 44 years
earlier in World war Two. '

The scores of crewmen killed aboard IOWA were a very
personal loss to the Fishers. Each of the 47 families
received a $25,000 check and a letter explaining that while
nothing could compensate for the loss of their loved ones, it
was hoped that they could take some comfort in knowing that
". .. two total strangers cared enough about the family's
grief to send a token of their remorse . . . "

The Fisher Armed Services Foundation also provides
scholarship funds to eligible college students, provided
they are either in the Armed Forces, former military or their

offspring. The Fishers will be sending over 100 youths to
college this coming year. :

Simultaneously with the introduction of the Fisher Armed
Services Foundation, the Fishers undertook a major expansion
of their beloved Intrepid Museum.

They funded the preservation, restoration and
transportation of a retired Cold war warrior, the guided
missile submarine USS GROWLER. This new and permanent
addition at the Intrepid Museum was initially opened to the
public in May 1989.
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As a nuclear deterrent submarine, GROWLER represented
the cornerstone of America's defense policy since 1960. "as
the only strategic deterrent sub exempt from treaty
restrictions, she provides an invaluable resource. GROWLER
is 2 national treasure for visitors to be able to better
understand America's commitment to national defense during

the Cold War®™ noted Fisher.

Another naval vessel was a

cquired, almost simultaneously

with the submarine. USS EDSON was the last all-gun destroyer
in the United States Navy. Her retirement in December 1988
marked the end of an era. EDSON was named after one of the

Marine Corps' greatest World Wa
Honor recipient. The vessel sa

r Two heroes and a Medal of
w extensive service off

Vietnam. Because of her historical significance, the Fishers
decided to preserve her and add the destroyer to the Intrepid

Museum's collection. As with t
entire EDSON project.

The retired USS EDSON arri
1589 .and the upper decks were
later while work progressed on
restoration. Zachary and Eliza
23, 1990 during an inspiring an

Also in 1990, the Fishers
resources to constructing and d

he submarine, they funded the

ved in New York on July 4,
opened to the public a month
the interior conversion and
beth rededicated EDSON on May
d dramatic evening ceremony.

devoted their Foundation's
onating comfort homes for the

Armed Forces. Each would be named "The Zachary and Elizabeth

Fisher House" and located on th
hospitals around the country.

housing up to 16 members of fam
no place to stay while their mi
undergoing a serious operation
Fishers' intention to be able t
together during periods of medi
when they especially needed the

- the family members.

The first comfort home loc
Naval Medical Center at Bethesd
opened on June 23, 1991 by the
Secretary of the Navy Garrett,
the same time the mortgage was
hostel at the Portsmouth Naval

The second house was donat
of Staff of the Army, General S

e grounds of various military

The homes would be capable of
ilies who otherwise would have

litary father or husband is -

or treatment. It was the

© Xeep service families

cal emergencies or crisis,
support and comfort of all of

ation chosen was the Natiocnal

a, Md. It was officially
President and Mrs. Bush, ,_
and Mr. and Mrs. Fisher. At
assumed by the Fishers for the
Hospital at Portsmouth, Vva.

ed to the US Army. The Chief
ullivan, dedicated-the

Sstructure at the Walter Reed Army Medical Center, Washington

D.C. on July 25, 1991.
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The Fishers have committed to a total of 22 houses l
for the US Armed Forces, scheduled to be completed by the
end of 1993. The first Fisher House for the Air Force was
dedicated at the Wilford Hall USAF Medical Center at Lackland
Air Force Base, San Antonio on April 1, 1992. On that same
day they broke ground for a Fisher House at the Brooke Army
Medical Center at Fort Sam Houston, also in San Antonio.

On June 18, 1992, the couple opened a Fisher House at
the San Diego Naval Hospital. Less than a week later, the
Fishers broke ground for a Fisher House at Keesler Air Force
Base in Biloxi, Mississippi.

The Fisher House at the US Army base at Fort lewis, in
Seattle, State of Washington, was dedicated on September 26.

Both Fishers will be back in San Antonio on December 18,
1552, for the opening of a second Fisher House at the
Lackland Air Force Base and the opening of the house at the
Brooke Army Medical Center. . :

All of the buildings are of the same basic design. The
Fishers construct and entirely furnish the structures, then
donate them to the respective service branches free and Cclear
of any restrictions. Fach military community maintains them
through donations, appropriations or nominal. charges.

The home-like setting of the Fisher Houses has proved to
be ocutstandingly successful. Besides keeping individual
families under crises together, the design of the house and
the common purpose of all of the resident families has
brought them together to support each family during
particularly critical times. The result is that families
from military bases around the world make new and close
friends who understand their pain and fears and help then
while staying at a Fisher House.

As the Honorary Chairman of Fleet Week, FPisher has been
involved in some very fulfilling and satisfying experiences.
This annual event in New York Harbor is one of the highlights
of the year for both of the Fishers and has been_very _
successful in all aspects for the Navy and Coast Guard. What
Zachary cares most about is that the visiting Sailors,
Marines and Coast Guardsmen have a great time in New York
before they head out to sea. He personally funds a series of
events which include large crew parties aboard the Intrepid.
During a reception for the commanding officers of -the
visiting Navy and Coast Guard ships, Zachary Fisher toasted
them all by remarking how honored he was to have them as his
guests aboard Intrepid.
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As Chairman of the Intrepid Museum's “"Year of Columbus"
commemoration in 1992, the fifth annual Fleet Week was
expanded into International Fleet Week. It recognized the
pPioneering explorations of the Seven European founding father
nations which led to the establishment of the United States.
Several sent warships, all seven sent commemorative exhibits
and representatives,

The Fishers sponsored "The Age of Exploration”
exhibition aboard the Intrepid and hosted the prolonged visit
of the three Columbus ships, the Nina, Pinta and Santa Maria.
As such, the Intrepid presented the largest and mest
significant s00th anniversary commemoration of the discovery
of the New World. At the announcement of this major
undertaking, Zachary Fisher stated that the Intrepid is
obligated to do so because of the institution's theme of
nautical history and technology.

Zachary Fisher's civic and patriotic contributions are
nuperous and varied. For three consecutive years, he served
as an advisor to the United States Delegation on the Housing
committee of the Economic Commission for Europe Conference
held in Geneva, Switzerland. With his wife at his -side, he
became a Director of Honor America, a member of the Board of
Advisors of the Veterans' Bedside Network and a Director of
the Ellis Island Restoration Committee.

Throughout his new career, Fisher has been recognized
for his invaluable contributions by many organizations.

The ¥hen Chief of Naval Operations, Admiral James D.
Watkins, bestowed the rank of honorary "admiral® upon him
because of his outstanding service to the US Navy. Not to be
outdene by the Navy, the then Commandant of the Marine Corps,
General Alfred Gray, gave hinm- the honorary rank of "Sergeant
Major™.

Saint Michael's College, Norwich University and the
Massachusetts Maritime Academy have all recognized Fisher by
awarding him Honorary Doctorate degrees. :

SEC~NAV award for having excelled in the cause of national
defense.

He vas the first civilian to receive the Navy League's)

The Coast Guard has Presented Mr. Fisher with  both the
"Distinguished Public Service Awargn and the "Meritorious
Public Service Awards".
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On May 1, 1989, he received the Department of the
"Navy's Distinguished Public Service Award" from the

Secretary of the Navy for his support of the Navy and the
Marine Corps. '

On May 5, 1989, the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of
Staff presented him with the Department of Defense's
"Distinguished Public Service Award" for his contributions
and service to the Armed Forces.

On September 1, 1989, the government of Poland awarded
him their highest civilian decoration, the Order of Merit,
for the commemorative special exhibit at the Intrepid about
the 50th anniversary of the beginning of World war Two.

On April 5, 1990, Countess Maria Fede Caproni and the
Italian government presented him with the "Cenquantennale
Record Mondiale D'ultezza™ for his efforts to promote better
Italian-US relations.

On May 18, 1990, Zachary Fisher was inducted into the
select ranks of the members of the Horatio Alger Association
of Distinguished Americans. , o

On June 12, 1990, New York City schools Chancellor
Joseph Fernandez saluted Zachary Fisher for furthering
education in space exploration and for promoting
international understanding.

In October 1990, the Association of the United States
Army presented the Fishers with "The Statue of Liberty Award®
in appreciation of their outstanding patriotism and support
of those who serve in the Armed Forces. '

Also in October, the Naval Reserve Association presented:
Mr. Fisher with "The National President's Awvard For
Distinguished Servicen

On October 7, 1991, the Secretary of the Army, Michael
Stone, landed aboard the Intrepid and presented both of the
Pishers with the "Decoration For Distinguished civilian
Service” and The Order of Medical Merit.

On December 2, 1991, the New York State Bar Association
awarded Zachary Fisher the "Respect for Law Medal" for his
outstanding example of good citizenship. i
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On February 7, 1992, Mr. and Mrs. Fisher received the
highest award presented by the Catholic Youth Organization
(CYO), "The Champions Gold Medal Award" for their commitment
to military families and young people,

On February 12 1992, the American Legion recognized the
Fishers for their dedication to America's military personnel
and for the Fisher Houses on military installations by
awarding them the "1992 Commander's Public Relations Award"®.

On March 14, 1992, Mr. Fisher received a special award
from the Navy Medical Corps at the Uniformed Service
University of the Health Sciences at the National Naval
Medical Center.

- On May 30, 1992, the Fishers made a special donation to

the US Military Academy at West Point. The ground was broken

for a unique Fisher House to provide lodging for senior
visiting professors to the Acadeny.

On June 30, 1992, Mr. Fisher was guest of honor and
recipient of the "Semper Fidelis Award" from the Marine Corps
Scholarship Foundation in Washington, D.c. o

September 18, 1992 was Proclaimed as "Zachary Fisher
Day" in the Tidewater area cities of Virginia Beach, Newport
News and Portsmouth, Va. in recognition of his support .of the
Armed Forces. An hour long TV show was aired that evening

explaining Fisher's support of and generosity to service men
and women.

On November 12, 1992, Zachary Fisher donated the "Fisher
Sports Center" building to the United States Coast Guard on
Governors Island, in New York harbor.

2achary Fisher's devotion to his country is best summed
up in the inscription on the pPrestigious "president's Plaque™
presented to him by President Reagan. It stated; "To the 4
tireless, dedicated work of many Awericans, the Intrepid will'
serve as an inspiration. One man deserves special tribute -

Zachary Fisher, a patriotic American who never forgot and
cares so much.” '
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The former Chief of Naval Operations, Admiral Thomas Watkins, bestowed
the rank of honorary "Admiral® upon Mr. Fisher because of his outstanding
service to the US Navy. Not t:obewtdonebytheNavy, the former
Commandant of the Marine Corps, General Alfred Gray, gave Mr, Fisher the
honorary rank of “Sergeant Major®.

Saint Michael's College and Norwich University both recognized Mr.
Fisher by awarding him Bonorary Doctorate degrees.

Mr. Fisher was the first civilian to receive the Navy League's SEC-NAV
award for having excelled in the cause of national defense.

The Coast Guard has presented Mr, Fisher with both the Distinguished
Public Service and the Meritorious Public Service Awards.

On May 1, 1989, Mr. Fisher received the Department of the Navy
Distinguished Public Service Award fram the Secretary of the Navy for his
support of the Navy ard the Marine Corps. '

On May S, 1989, the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff presented Mr.
Fisher with the Department of Defense's Distinguished Public Service Award
for his contributions amd service to the Armed Forces.

On September 1, 1989, the government of Poland awarded him their
highest civilian decoration, the Order of Merit, for the cammemorative

special exhibit at the Intrepid about the S0th anniversary of the beginning =
of World War II.

On April 5, 1990 Countess Maria Fede Caproni and the Italian government
presented him with the "Cenquantennale Record Mondiale D'ultezza" for his
efforts to pramwte better Italian-Us relations.

On May 18, 1990, Mr. Pisher was inducted into the select ranks of the
merbers of the Boratio Alger Association of Distinguished Americans.

On June 12, 1990, New York City Schools Chancellor Joseph Fernandez

saluted Zachary Pisher for furthering education in space exploration and for
pramoting intemmational understanding,

In October 1990, the Association of the United States Arvmy presented
the Fishers with "The Statue of Liberty Award" in appreciation of their
outstamiing patriotism amd support of those who serve in the Armed Forces.

Also in October, the Naval Reserve Association presented Mr. Fisher
with “The National President's Award For Distinquished Service."
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On October 7, 1991, Secretary of the Army, Michael Stone, landed aoard
the Intrepid and presented both of the Fishers with the “Decoration Por
Distinguished Civilian Service® amd The Order of Medical Merit.

On December 2, 1991, the New York State Bar Association awarded Mr.

Fisher the "Respect for Law Medal" for his cutstanding example of gxd
citizenship.

Mr. Fisher's devotion to his country is best summed up in the
inscription on the prestigious "President's Plague” presented to him by
President Reagan. It stated: "To the tireless, dedicated work of many
Arericans, the Intrepid will serve as an inspiration. One man deserves

special tribute - Zachary Fisher, a patriotic American who never forgot and
cares so much"”.

On February 7, 1992 Mr. & Mrs. Pisher received the highest award
presented by the Catholic Youth Organization the Champions Gold Medal
Award for their comitment to military families and young people.

On February 12, 1992 Mr. § Mrs. Fisher received the 1992 Natiocnal
Cammander's Public Relations Award from The American Legion for their

dedication to America's military personnel and for their donation of "Fisher
Bouses®™ on military installations.

On March 14, 1992 Mr. Fisher received an award from the Navy Medical
Corps at the celebration of its 216th Anniversary at the Uniformed Services
Univérsity of. the Health Sciences at the National Naval Medical Center,

On Wednesday April 1, 1992 Mr. & Mrs. Fisher broke grourd for a Fisher
House at Brooke Army Medical Center at Ft. Sam Houston, San Antonio, Texas

Also, on Wednesday April 1, 1992 Mr. & Mrs. Fisher had a ceremony for
the cpening of the Pisher House at Wilford Ball USAF Medical Center in San

Antonio, Texas as well as a groundbreaking for an additional Fisher Bouse at
Wilford Ball USAF Medical Center.

On May 30, 1992 Mr. & Mrs. Fisher broke ground for a Fisher House at
West Point. It will offer senior visiting professors suitable housing while
they support the military academy in providing America with its leaders of
the future.

On .June 6, 1992 Mr. Fisher was guest of honor and recipient of “Semper
Fidelis Award" fram the Marine Corps Scholarship Foundation in Washington,
DC.

On June 13, 1992 Mr, Fisher was bonored by the Marine Corps Scholarship
Foundation at Ellis Island,

On June 18, 1992 Mr. & Mrs. Fisher opened the Pishef House at the San
Diego Naval Hospital.
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On June 20, 1992 Mr. Fisher received an honorary degree from the
Massachusetts Maritime Academy,

On June 24, 1992 Mr, & Mrs, Fisher broke grourd for a Fisher House at
Keesler Alr Porce Base in Biloxi, Mississippi.

On September 26, 1992 Mr. & Mys, Fisher cpened the Fisher House at Fort
Lewis in Seattle Washington.

On December 18, 1992 Mr. & Mrs. Fisher cpened the Pisher House at
Brooke Azmy Medical Center, Fort Sam Houston, Texas and Fisher Bouse 32 at

the Lackland Air Force Base at Wilford Hall Medical Center in San Antonio,
Texas,

On February 16, 1993 Mr. § Mrs. Fisher cpened the Pisher House at
Keesler Air Porce Base at the Reesler Medical Center, Biloxi, Mississippi.

On April 3, 1993 Mr. & Mrs. Fisher will open a Fisher Bouse at the
Dwight David Eisenhower Army Medical Center at Fort Gordon, Georgia,
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Fisher House:

A Portin a Storm'

hat morning, enticed by the
Tusual breakfast sounds and

aromas, Madeline made her
way on all fours across the warm and
comfy carpeting lining the long hall-
way to the kitchen. Her eyes were fixed
on the light streaming from the kitchen
doorway. Happy images came to mind
of what had routinely become the
morning rush hour directed by 12-
year-old sister Nadine and disrupted
by I1-year-old brother Nolan. Some-
where in all that joyful, childish confu-
sion, 9-month-old Madeline managed
to be fed and even hugged a few mil-
lion times.

As in a vignette from a movie, fami-
lies like Madeline’s play out a brief
sketch of their destiny at Fisher
House. Visiting very sick, hospital-
ized, loved ones, they find pieces of
normal life and emotional refuge in the
embracing beauty and warmth of the
House. The Zachary and Elizabeth
Fisher House on the grounds of the
National Naval Medical Center
(NNMC), Bethesda, MD, was con-
ceived and built to enable-families to
be close to critically ill relatives. Since
President and Mrs. Bush dedicated it

)on 24 June 1991, over 250 families
have found comfort within its walls.
Twice blessed, substantially many
more will be helped when the second
Fisher House is completed nearby this
year.

Newcomers often arrive shocked by
the blended experience of a tragic

January-February 1993

Karen Stansbury

diagnosis, a rapid move into unfamil-
iar surroundings, and leaving behind
family and job. Their routine, as they
knew it yesterday, vanishes as their
lives abruptly take on a new and un-
welcome focus.

Yet a transformation begins when
they enter the front door of the colo-
nial style, two-story beige-brick man-
sion. It is as if an invisible spirit greets
them and, head-to-toe, they begin to
relax and renew their energy.

“Since my brother became sick, |
never would have believed that I could
feel better,” expressed Dave at a family
Fisher House dinner. “But here, relief
came quickly. People said that Dan
would be given world-class care by the
Navy and that certainly came to pass.
But early on, our family felt jolted like
being struck by lightning. Everything
was uncertain and we were scared.
Walking in the front door brightened
the whole picture.”

Helping hands from veteran fami-
lies help newcomers adjust. Even the
smallest gesture like sharing a cup of
coffee helps. Joining forces, they serve
as each other’s absent extended family
and make special efforts to create
cheer and optimism. Superficial barri-
ers such as language or age differences
simply do not exist at Fisher House.

Under One Roof

With seven families under one roof,
spunk and spirit are definitely part of
House life. So are love and laughter,

friendship and birthday parties, and
the excitement of livingin a brand new
mansion.

For weeks, the House buzzed with
the dynamics of Madeline’s family.
Mom, an independent young woman
with a strong sense of direction, pulled
life together for the family quickly and
singlehandedly. After "packing out” of
Hawaii, she and the kids drove cross-
country to their waiting suite at Fisher
House. By the second day, Nadine and
Nolan were enrolled in a neighbor-
hood school and bus pickup arranged.
By 8 a.m. on the third day, all three
kids were dressed, fed, and ready for
their new routine. The following day,
Nadine was enrolled in Girl Scouts.
While her older siblings were at
school, Madeline and her mother kept
vigilat Dad’s bedside during his cancer
treatment. Later, they joined Nadine
and Nolan at the House for dinner and
homework.

And so their days went—as close to
reality as Mom could construct under
such challenging circumstances. Zach-
ary and Elizabeth Fisher, the benefac-
tors of the House, even had the
opportunity to meet this family, Inthe
area for an official event, they popped
in one Saturday evening. Nolan excit-
edly and proudly guided them on a
tour which included his family suite
where real home life was on display,
including baby bottles, stacks of clean
laundry, and even a science project lin-
ing the bathroom counter!



Resldents of ’
Fisher House

Binding Friendships

The bonds that form among Fisher
House families are strong enough to
last a lifetime. Brian, a young man
with terminal brain cancer, found the
dad he never had with Amman,
another cancer patient. They and their
families shared long days at the hospi-
tal, life-threatening surgeries, arduous
recoveries, and all the related emo-
tions. During rare, brief “well” periods
when they were allowed 10 leave the
hospital, they eagerly planned and
provided wonderfully creative and
high-spirited dinners for everyone at
the House.

Ann, a mid-Westerner, far from her
family of eight grown children, kept
vigil at the side of her only sister for
weeks. At times, Ann was simply
unable to bear the stress of helplessly
watching and waiting for a turning
point. Fisher House friends showed

her how she was actually helping a

greatdeal. After all, she consulted with
doctors and nurses daily. She updated
family and friends. She conducted her
sister’s personal affairs. Most impor-
tantly, while her sister lay in a drug-
induced sleep, Ann thoughtfully

2

deliberated the second devastating
surgery. Amputation of both legs was
required as the last life-saving effort.
Had it succeeded, Ann would have
been a vital link to her sister’s under-
standing and acceptance of such a
drastic measure.

The end was inevitable for Made-
line’s dad. Never for a moment was it
easy, but tender hugs and gestures
from hospital staff and Fisher House
friends helped cushion the impact.

LI -~

There was a shared last dinner. And, a
beautiful "piping ashore” ceremony
was held in the living room. The chil-
dren were helped to use the office word
processor to write Dad a final good-
bye.

From the Inside Looking Out

Natfirally, the most common im-
pression outsiders have of Fisher
House is of an environment full of sor-
row. The question most frequently

NAVY MEDICINE
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asked is, "How can you take all that
stress all the time?” The truthis, I feel it
is a privilege to be close to these fami-
lies during this special time in their
lives. Early on, the best approach was
clear. Think of each person as a good

friend or member of my own family.

That way, listening and reacting would
come naturally.

Listening is the core of relationships
here. They need to get it out. Their
stories are gripping. Along with them,
I also frequently feel full of pins and
needles waiting for a turning point.
Mostly, I marvel at their choice to view
things optimistically, sometimes even
humorously. J.D., a young marine,
had me in stitches one day as he de-
scribed, with hilarious sound effects,
the entire ordeal of his brain biopsy.
Not a fun procedure, it starts with
screwing head gear into the four
corners of the skull. J.D. underwent it
twice!

An empty room never waits long for
a new family and the House frequently
bulges at the seams with 100 percent or
more occupancy. A family can consist
of one person or several. The "singles”

may share their rooms, enabling more.

families to be helped. Some families
stay only a few nights. Others use the
maximum allowed stay of 30 days. The
House best serves the longer-term
families.

Getting in starts with a referral form
which filters through an admissions
team headed by NNMC’s Associate
Director for Patient Administration.
Selections are limited to high priority
cases such as inpatients with life-
threatening injuries and illnesses,
cancer being the most common. Low
income and distance traveled are also
considered.

Navywide teamwork and compas-
sion are the keys to success. Recogniz-
ing its contribution to patient care, the
Commander and staffs at NNMC as
well as the Bureau of Medicine and
Surgery and associated organizations
enthusiastically offer support. Each
takes its important role very seriously.
As manager, | only facilitate and focus
the efforts of others. The cooperative
spirit that prevails makes my job easy.
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A good example can be found by
looking back. Getting ready to open
the House for the first families was
intense, exciting and upbeat, mind
you, but nonetheless intense. A lot of
work had to be compressed into a
short time.

My first day on the job 1 sensed
rising panic (my own) when people
welcomed me warmly, quickly sighed
relief, and said, "Boy, we're sure glad
you're finally here.”

After a few days of wondering if
miracles were expected, ! finally had
the bright idea to ask when we were
scheduled to open for the first families.
"How about a week from this Friday?”
was the answer. "That's when the Pres-
ident is available for the dedication.” |
recalled thinking that a panic attack
would not work and would leave a

bad first impression. "Besides,” I

thought, "the entire United States
Navy is behind this. Use it!”

What unfolded was the most amaz-
ing combined effort I had ever wit-
nessed. Each and every individual
called upon for help played his or her
position beautifully, responding
instantly with a broad smile and spark-
ling eyes, as though just waiting eag-
erly to be asked. At the end of every
day, 1 wondered if such a positive
atmosphere was the norm around
here, or was the Fisher House simply
top priority? 1 have since come to
understand that the norm is indeed
positive and that all patient and family
caring efforts are top priorities. My
work and my co-workers exhilarated
me then and still do.

Taking Care of Our Own

The most significant effect on me
has been the Navy-Marine "We take
care of our own” spirit. An over-
whelming outpouring of love has been
felt here, almost as though the House
has filled an abiding human need to
help others. Mr. and Mrs. Fisher
started a contagious spirit of giving.
Individuals and organizations call
often to volunteer or make much
needed donations. The House alone
does not help and heal. A much bright-
er light shines, giving families faith

every step of the way. Mr. Fisher likes
the expression, “Sailors or marines
should never have to look over their
shoulders to seek support for their
families. They can rest assured that it is
ready when they need it.”

The broader Navy community also
responded with financial support. For
the most part, donations keep the
House going, accounting for 50
percent of the first year’s expenses.
NNMC contributed 30 percent,and 20
percent came from the nominal room
fees collected.

Several avenues for donating to
Fisher House have already been set up.
Memorial funds and other cash gifts
can be accepted directly by Fisher
House. Payroll deductions are possi-
ble through the Combined Federal
Campaign (CFC), or contributions
can be made to the Navy-Marine
Corps Relief Society expressly for
Fisher House.

Navywide, families are also helped
at two other locations. The San Diego
Fisher House opened in June 1992,
Another, although not owned by the
Navy, serves the Portsmouth Naval
Hospital. To learn how to refer fami-
lies or make donations to any of the
Houses, please call their managers:

Catherine Fritz

Zachary and Elizabeth Fisher House
Naval Hospital San Diego

Building 46

San Diego, CA 92134-5000

Phone: (619) 512-9055

Karen Stansbury

Zachary and Elizabeth Fisher House
24 Stokes Road

Bethesda, MD 20814-5002

Phone: (301) 295-5334

DSN: 295-5334

Mary Johnson, Executive Director
Zachary and Elizabeth Fisher House
313 Green Street, P.O. Box 267
Portsmouth, VA 23705

Phone: (804) 297-7833 (a]

-

Karen Stansbury is manager of the Zachary
and Elizabeth Fisher House, NNMC, Bethesda,
MD 20814-5002
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Interview

achary Fisher’s Park Avenue
Z office sits atop a towering office
building in midiown Manhat-
tan. Outside is a breathtaking pano-
rama of the East River and New York
City’s legendary skyline. Inside and up
close, memenioes, airplane models,
and autographed photos adorn the
walls and every surface of his massive
desk. And they all reflect the man's
love affair with the Navy and with the
nation his father adopted as an immi-
grant near the turn of the century.

A firm handshake and warm, wel-
coming smile is my introduction to
Zachary Fisher, a man recognized as
one of America’s most dedicated patri-
ots and generous philanthropisis.
Born in Brooklyn in 1910, Fisher has
spent his life in New York, beginning
his career at age 16 when he left high
school 1o join the family's fledgling
construction business. "Through hard
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years, hard work, and integrity,”
Fisher Brothers became one of the
most successful builders of apartment
houses and commercial office build-
ings in the New York metropolitan
area.

When the United States entered
World War II in 1941, Fisher was
ineligible for military service due 1o a
serious knee injury incurred in a con-
struction accident. Nevertheless,
determined to do his part, he aided the
Army Corps of Engineers in building
coastal forts. :

Years later, having made his for-
tune, Zachary Fisher saw an oppor-
tunity to express his appreciation 1o
the country that gave him and his fam-
ily opportunities only American citi-
zens could enjoy.

Veterans, the military services, and
particularly the Navy have feli Fisher's
limitless generosity. Through his

Man

Behind
Fisher House

efforts, USS Intrepid, the much deco-
rated aircraft carrier of World War 1,
was saved from the scrap heap and
transformed into the Intrepid Sea-Air-
Space Museum permanently moored
on Manhattan’s west side. When a ter-
rorist bomb took its awful toll of
American servicemen at the Marine
Corps barracks .in Beirui, and Iraqi
missiles killed other U.S. sailors on
USS Stark, Fisher recognized those
sacrifices by assisting the families of
the victims, His Zachary and Elizabeth
Fisher Armed Services Foundation
subsequently aided the families of the
battleship lowa tragedy. The founda-
tion continues to provide scholarships
to men and women who have served in
the Armed Forces and to children of
servicemembers.

But if the Intrepid seems to be
Fisher’s pride and joy, mention Fisher
House and his eyes really light up.

N



Since 1990, when the first Zachary and

Elizabeth Fisher House opened at the

National Naval Medical Center in
Bethesda, M D, the ordeals of dozens
of families of critically ill patients have
been eased by what these houses
offer—an opportunity to be close to
those relatives in a family atmosphere
of love and mutual support.

Navy Medicine: 1 understand your
father was born in the same town in
Russia where Irving Berlin camefrom.
Zachary Fisher: Yes, that’s right.
My father came here about 1900 and
became a small bricklaying contractor
doing jobs for other builders. I quit
school at age 16 and went in with my
two brothers and Dad, making it a
family business. That was over 67
years ago.

You now call your philanthropic

work a partnership between you and

Mrs. Fisher. I understand she was a
USO performer in World War 11,

Elizabeth was an actress. When 1
met her, she was in a stage play with
Elizabeth Bergman and an actor
whose name | can’t remember. That
was about 50 years ago.

Is she a New Yorker also?

Elizabeth was from Pennsylvania.
We were married and then she went
overseas and played for the troops in
ltaly. One of the important things she
did was to visit hospitals and comfort
the wounded. When she got back, |
became vitally interested in the Veter-
ans Bedside Network. That was my
first initiation to the military services.

What is that organization about?

The Veterans Bedside Network was
started by anactress. It'san interesting
concept. She conceived an idea which
really caught on. Hospitalized veter-
ans get the opportunity to write scripts
for shows and then direct and act in
them. They tape the performances and
then play them back. It’s quite a great

" Phoaos by the Edior

tonic for these guys who are the forgot-
ten people. The organization is active
in Veterans Hospitals all over the
country, and Elizabeth and 1 are still
very active.

When did your affiliation with the
Navy begin?

It was in 1978. The editor of Vogue
magazine invited me and a group of
other prominent people to a breakfast
meeting. They showed atape about the
Inirepid narrated by Cliff Robertson.
It was an unbelievable story. /nirepid
has a history like no other ship in the
Second World War. It lost more men
to Kamikazes than any other ship. Its
planes also sank the biggest ships the
Japanese had. She was hit so many
times but she always came back.

I remember going home and telling
Mrs. Fisher about the meeting and the
Intrepid, and that the ship was sched-
uled to be scrapped. The very next
morning | made up my mind to do
something about it. It took me § years

NAVY MEDICINE



from then to get that ship saved as a
museum.

It was at that first meeting you heard
the ship would be scrapped?

Yes, the first time. I didn’t know
anything about the ship or the Navy.
Until then I was a businessman. It just

never would have occurred tome todo

anything about the Navy. The Intrepid
project really started it all.

What'’s it like to have your own air-
craft carrier? .

I'm the only private owner of a
museum of that sort in the world. Air-
craft carriers or submarines or de-
stroyers were never given to a private
party, but usually to a state or a city
because no one else could afford it.

You have done other things for the
Navy as well. What about your
response to the bombing of the Marine
barracks in Beirut?

I remember wondering what would
happen to the children of these men
who were killed in action. So, we
started a fund for their college tuition.
Not only my money but that of a lot of
other people.

Did you set up a foundation at that
time for the Beirut family members?

No, not at that time. 1'd go to differ-
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ent clubs all over, ask for funds, and
tell them that whatever they would
give I'd match it. :

The Marine Scholarship Founda-’
tion was able to administer the monies.
In fact, a year ago ! learned that the .
first youngsters that benefited from
those scholarships had just graduated
from college. That was quite a thrill.
We have already sent 750 Marine
dependents to college.

We have since set up a foundation—
the Zachary and Elizabeth Fisher
Armed Forces Foundation—for help-
ing servicemen and women and their
families in their time of need. We're
now sending 107 youngsters to college.
Our foundation takes in every service
the Marine Scholarship Foundation

- doesn’t, including Army, Navy, Air

Force, and Coast Guard.

What about the Jowa incident?

The Jowa was a tragic thing. I know
you canl replace the loss of a young
son, but | thought it could help the
families to know that somebody out
there was also feeling this great
tragedy. Each family got a check for
$25,000.

How did your idea for the Fisher
Houses come about?

It was really the idea of Mrs. Trost,
the wife of the then Chief of Naval

Opposite page: Moored at a pler on the
Hudson River, the Intrepid Sea-Alr-
Space Museum Is a principal tourist
attraction to Manhattan’s west side.
Loft: The fiight deck of USS Intrepid
seems an [ncongruous resting place for
a retired A-12 "Blackbird” spy plane.

Operations (ADM Carlisle A.H.
Trost). She recognized the need for
this kind of facility and it fit right in
with my Armed Forces Foundation,
Being a builder, 1 immediately took it
on. In fact, we’ll have 10 houses fin-
ished this year and 22 by the end of
1993 which will house 3,000 immediate -
families. With children, that translates
to between 8 and 10 thousand peoplea
year.

The House at Bethesda is the first
and is the prototype for all the others.
Are the other Houses similar in
design?

They’re all exactly the same. | want
to bring out that these Fisher Houses
still have to be maintained and fur-
nished. Their expenses run almost a
$100,000 a year. So, any funds that
come in from the military and all over
the world are appreciated.

I understand you will shortly be
opening some new Fisher Houses.

That’s right. Mrs. Fisher and | will
be having our 49th anniversary and
opening two houses in San Antonio on
my birthday. You usually get a gift on
your birthday. I'm always giving away
a Fisher House on mine.

What a wonderful tradition that is!
—JKH



" UNITED STATES DELEGATION
Negotation on
Convenbonal Aimed Forces
in Ewope

OBERSTEINERGASSE 11 1
1190 VIENNA, AUSTRIA

June 29, 1992

Admiral Jonathan Howe

Assistant to the President and
Deputy National Security Advisot

The White House

Wwashington D0.C.

Dear Jon:

An ers in the arms control process is about to end. I am not
referring only to the CFE and CFE 1A process but to the fact
that Major General Adrian St. John will be leaving government
service having served his country in each of the last seven
decades (counting his time at West Point). In reflecting on
this remarkable soldier diplomat, Jim Woolsey and I agreed to
solicit your support in seeking appropriate White House
trecognition for Adrian’s unique record of service and
accomplishment.

I am confident that each of the seven MBFR/CFE ambassadors and
at least four JCS Chairmen with whonm Adcrisn served would join
Jim and I in bearing testimony to the General's contributions
to the achisvement of U.S. objectives in the tield of
conventional arms control. Each would also attest to Adridn’s
loyalty and dedication to his country, military service and the
Joint Chiefs of Staff. Duty, Honor, Country are concepts which
resound throughout his career.

In particular, it is Adrian’s singulacr devotion to duty that
have made & unique asset to the countcy. Here is a man who, by
any measure, had eacned the tight to a life of leisure ia
retirement aftec he left the Army. Instead, he signed up for
another ten years in the trenches of arms control, defending
U.S. and Allied interests with tenacity and great creativity --
at times, even grumbling that his ambassadors were
insubordinate. :

The authority that Adrian commands from sll sides of the
negotiating table by virtue of his intellect, expecience, and
uncommon dedication has won many a point for our side. 1
tecall the admiration he garnered from General Officers of the
tormer Soviet Union when we pointed out that Adrian began the
destruction of TLE in 1944 at Normandy. Moreover, I know from
my personal experience in Vienns that his substantive vision
contributed immeasurably to our success in achieving the
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meaningful arms control agceements that will be the foundation
of European security for decades to come. Jim Woolsey, I anm
sute, will join me in this judgment.

{ndeed, Adrian pacticipated in the Normandy landings and led
his troops all the way to Berlin. Although he did not ceceive
a Purple Heart (it did not seem important at the time) he was
wounded twice. I have enclosed a record of Adrian’'s secrvice
which covers World War 1I, the Korean War and Vietnam -- the
thcee conflicts that helped shape the U.S. role in today's
world. It is worth noting that he was severely wounded on one
of the off-shore islands of Chinas during a special mission and
did not receive the Purple Heart for those wounds either.

To my mind, then, Adrian St. John belongs to that elite
fraternity of solider/scholar/diplomats that gave us George
Macrshall and Vernon Walters -- to mention only two. (Ia
mentioning his credentials as 3 scholar, 1 note that if we ever
made the mistake of challenging his political analysis of an
issue, he would remind us that his Master's Thesis in
International Relations, 1951, was entitled "French Indochina:

American Dilemma.")

As this wonderful and dedicated servant retires for the setond
time, I believe special recognition of his lifetime’'s service
and devotion is warranted. I aa confident that Colin Powell
would lend his support to such recognition. For my part, I
think & Presidential Medal of Freedon could be appropriate,
given Adrian's record, but 1 leave the decision as to precisely
what recognition is afforded to others.

I hope that you will feel able to stact the dall rolling on
this matter. Plesase contact me or Jim Woolsey, if either can
be of further assistance. This {s ona case where the citation
truly writes itself.

With thanks and best wishes,

nn Marvian Hansen
bassador

Attachment: As staf.d



MAJOR GENERAL ADRIA ST JOH
RECORD OF SERVICE

Adcian St. John II entered the United States Militacy
Academy on 1 July 1939 and graduated 2 second lieutenant of
Cavalcy in Januacry 1943. Ducing World Wac II he secved in the
1Sth Cavalry Regiment (Mechanized) as 3 company-level commandet
in £ngland and then {n the Normandy, Nocthetn France,
Rhineland, and Central Germany campaigns. St John was first
wounded during the Normandy breakout, when he cameundec sniger
tire while attempting to exit his tank, which had been set
ablaze by incoming enemy tounds. Later, while attempting to
bypass a road block, st John's armocred vehicle struck a road
mine. Nearer the end of the war, while operating with his
company of about 70 men, st John captured approximately 150
POWS. As he approached Allied forces, his formation was
mistaken for an approaching enemy unit and he was again
wounded, this time by friendly fire. St John received inter
alia the Silver Star, Bronze Star for Valor, and French Croix
de Guerre.

Transferred to the Group Control Council (later OMGUS)
after VE Day, St John entered derlin in July 1945 with the
advance party of General Clay's headquarters. Here he worked
on establishing th e U.S. Headquarters in Berlin and in
Intelligence.

Following 8 tour as 83, Combat Command A, 24 Armored
Division, Fort Kood, Texas, he graduated from the sdvanced
Azmor Course in 1949 as an honot graduate. He next studied at
the University of Virginis from which, in January 1951, he
received s Master's Degree in fnternational Relations. His
thesis was °Prench Indochina: American Dilemma.*

. He was assigned next to the Army Genersl Staff in
Washington and spent the following 30 months concerned with
Kores War operstional matters and, later, politico-military
affaicrs affecting China and Southeast Asis. During this period
-- while nominally assigned to a policy steff job in Washingto
-- St Joha was severely wounded during an operation on 8
Chinese coastal island. Because of the nature of his
assignment, he never received a Purple Heatrt for these wounds.

After attending the Command and General Staff College in
1953-54, he was assigned to the 7th Infantry Division in Koreas
where he served as 83, 3lst Infantry Regiment; Commander, 3d
Battalion, 31st Infantry Regiment; and Commander, 7348 tank
Battalion. 1In 1955 he returned to the staff and faculty of the
Command and General Staff College. 1In 1939 st John served in
Itan on & special mission.

Completing the U.S. Army War College im 1960, LTC St John
joined Headquarters, United States Army Pacific, st Port
Schafter, Hawaii, where he spent four years {n various plenning
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assignments involving the Facr East in genersl and Southeast
Asia in pacticular. A large percentage of this tour was served
physically in Vietnam. St John was resssigned in July 1964 to
the Office of the Joint Chiefs of Staff in Washington, D.C.,
and spent two years working in the Long Range Stcrategic Plans
Bcanch of the Plans and Policy Dicectorate (jJ-5). 1In August
1966, Colonel St John depacrted for Headquarters, United States
Militacy Plans and Operations Divisioan (J-3). During this
period St John was awarded a Legion of Merit for his 0JCS
service and for his MACV duty, an Oak Leaf Cluster thereto as
well as the Vietnamese Honor Service Medal (1lst Class) and the
Vietnamese Gallantry Cross.

In October 1967 Colonel St John assumed command of the 1l4th
Atmored Cavalry Regiment, V Corps, Seventh Acrmy, where he was
responsible for security and surveillance opecrations between
West and Fast Germany. While there he was awarded for
CINCUSAREUR Individual Project Partnership Award for his
contributions to the improvement of relations with Allied
individuals and units. After 19-plus months in command,
Colonel St. John became the Executive Officer to General James
H. Polk, Commander in Chief, United States Army, Europe and
Seventh Army. Completing that assignment in November 1969, St
John was promoted to brigadier general and served as Assistant
Division Commander (Maneuver) of the 4th Armored Division until
October 1970.

In the fall of 1970, he becsme chief, strategic plans and
Policy Division, j-3, in the Organization of the Joint Chiefs
of Staff. Shortly asfter promotion to Msjor General inl971, he
was assigned as Director of Plans, ODCSOPS, DA. He received
the Distinguished Service Medal for his service on the Joint
Staff and as the Army Planner.

Between August 1972 and March 1974, General St Joha
commanded the 1st Armored Division in Burope, for which service
he was awarded the third Oak Leaf Cluster to the Legion of
Merit. From his return to the United States until his
retirement on 1 September 197¢ he served as Vice Dicector,
Joint Staff, Organigation of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. Por
this the distinguished Service Medal and the Joint Service
Commendation Medal.

In July 1982 Major General St John was celled out of
tetirement to serve as the Joint Chiefs of Staff Representative
and Senfor Military Advisor in the U.S. Delegation to the
Mutual -and Balanced force Reduction Talks. HKis duties were ~
expanded in January 1987 to Serve additionally in the same
Mutual and Balanced force Reduction Talks. HNis duties were
expsnded {n January 1987 to Serve sdditionelly in the same
military capacity on the U.S. Delegation readying a new mandate
for Conventional Stability Arms Control im the ares from the
Atlantic to the Urals. Pinally, in March 1989, St John was
sppointed to the same military position on the U.S. Delegation
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for the Negotiation on Conventional Armed Forces in Burope
(CFE) where he played a central role in the successful
completion of the CFE Treaty and the CFE 1A agreement.

Education

U.S. Militacry Academy, West Point, N.Y. 8BS, Jan 1943
Cavalry School, Basic Course Graduate 1943
Chemical Warfare School Graduate 1944
Armor School, Advance Course Graduate 1949
University of Virginia, Graduate School MA (International
Relations) 1951

Command & General Staf College Graduate 19%¢
Senior Officers Nuclear Weapons Employment, CGSC Graduate 19%9
Army Was College Graduate 1960

The University of Hawaii Special COurse
The American University MA (Public Admin)

1981 PhD Candidate 19682

QECORATIONS AND BADGES: _

Distinguished Service Medal (with Oak Leaf Cluster)
Silver Star

Legion of Merit (with 3 Oak Leaf Clusters)

Bronze Staf (with v device)

Joint Service Commendation Medal

Acmy Commendation Medal (with Oak Leat Cluster)
American Defense Service Medal

American Campaign Medal (with 4 Campaign Stars)
World Ward II victory Medal

Army Occupation Medal (Germany)

National Defense Service Medsl (with Oak Leat Cluster)
Vietnam Secrvice Medal (with 2 Campaign Stars)
French Croix de Guerrce (with Silver Star)
Vietnamese Gallantry Cross with Palam

Vietnamese Honor Service Medal (1st Class)
Vietnamese Campaign Medal

Army General Staft Identification Badge

Joint Chiefs of Stafe Identitiction Badge

Publicationg;
French Indochins: American Dilemma, 1950, U of Virginia
Pamphlet - _

*Communist China: Political Plum - Economic Lemon,* 1960,
USACGSC Military Review

"Soviet Russis and Comreunist China: Mutual Nemeses, ° 1961 us
Naval Institute Proceedings



